
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, alltownships andschooldistricts, 86of87counties, and85percent ofcities
fallunder thestatutory rulefortheconduct oflocalelections andmustaskpermission of
theLegislature tomakechanges totheserules; and

WHEREAS, localcharter (orhomerule) cities thatholdelections inevenyearsalongwith
stateandfederal elections mustcomply withrestrictive statepartisan ballot design
requirements; and

WHEREAS, therearenoconsistent rulesfortheadministration ofRanked Choice Voting
inlocal jurisdictions inMinnesota; and

WHEREAS, theRanked Choice Voting (RCV) LocalOptions billaimstoremove
regulatory barriers andextend theauthority toadoptRanked Choice Voting tolocal
statutory jurisdictions; and

WHEREAS, theRCVLocalOptions billcontains nomandates; and

WHEREAS, theRCVLocalOptions billprovides fortheflexibility toefficiently include
ranked andnon-ranked elections onasingleballot; and

WHEREAS, theRCVLocalOptions billprovides consistent standards forthe
administration ofRCVincities thatchoose touseit; and

WHEREAS, theLeague ofMinnesota Citiessupports theneedforconsistent RCVrules
foruseinMinnesota cities; and

WHEREAS, theRCVlocaloptions billcontain nomandates, butsimplyprovides local
jurisdictions withthepermission andtools theyneedtoconsider andimplement RCVif
wewish; and

WHEREAS, agrowing number ofcitiesareexploring RCVbecause itprovides anumber
ofbenefits overcurrent expensive andlow-participation localelections, including:   

1. Making voting simpler forvotersbyeliminating theneedforlocalnonpartisan
primaries andconsolidating twoelections intoone;  

2. Saving thecostofprimaries altogether incitieswithodd-year localelections;  
3. Demonstrably increasing voterparticipation;  
4. Ensuring majority winners inasingleelection. Voters ranktheirpreferences onthe

ballot, 1st, 2nd, 3rdandsoon. Ifnocandidate receives amajority offirstchoices,  
thentheleastpopular candidate isdefeated andtheirballots arereassigned to
thosevoters’ second choices; andthisprocess isrepeated untilonecandidate
receives amajority ofcontinuing ballots;  
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5. Making voting easier fordeployed military members andothercitizens abroad by
requiring onelesselection forthemtoreceive andreturn theirballots ontime;   

6. Improving thecivilityofcampaigning; and
7. Reducing theinfluence ofoutside money incampaigns.  

WHEREAS, more than87percent ofpolled voters intheTwinCitiessaythatRCVis
simple touse;  

WHEREAS, theLocalOptions measure isasignificant opportunity toimprove elections
incities, counties, townships, andschool districts throughout thestate.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED BYTHEROCHESTER CITY COUNCIL, we
support removing regulatory barriers andgiving alllocal jurisdictions inMinnesota the
option touseRanked Choice Voting.   

BEITFURTHER RESOLVED, that thislegislation beaddedasapriority intheRochester
Legislative Agenda untilpassed.   

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF

ROCHESTER,  MINNESOTA,  THIS  __________  DAY OF _______________, 2020.  

PRESIDENT OFSAIDCOMMON COUNCIL

ATTEST:  __________________________  
CITYCLERK

APPROVED THIS  _____  DAY OF  ______________________, 2020.  

MAYOR OFSAIDCITY

SealoftheCityof
Rochester, Minnesota)  

2nd March
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