East Phillips Community Center Project
(including Indoor Urban Farm)

Slides last

updated
2/25/23

In 2014, East Phillips community members started
planning the East Phillips Community Center.
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v Community asset

v Cooperatively
owned & managed

v/ Nationwide model
for a just and
sustainable future.




Over time, the planis to
replace buildings in the
neighborhood that are
either vacant or spewing

toxic industrial pollution.

Replacing Roof Depot

Replacing Smith Foundry &
Bituminous Roadways

Rough boundaries
of East Phillips

e



community asset.

In 2015, EPNI was poised to
purchase it from the owner.

But the city threatened eminent
domain to buy it under us.

We are still trying to get it back.

The community asset would improve
health outcomes and quality of life in various ways related to . . .




Urban Agriculture, Aquaponics, Jobs, Year-Round Healthy Food

Farmers’ Markets, Cultural Markets, Community Spaces

Diversity in Culture L Convenient



Solar Energy (to use and sell) and Affordable Housing (30% AMI)

Rooftop Utlization

Housing integration Non-Intrusive Desig

Green Jobs: Training Facilities and 2nd Chance Employment




Lead by the Community and to Build Their Wealth

Per the U of M Corporate
Institute, four entity types fit

Ownership (and wealth-building): EPNI's long term vision:

e 1/3: People in East Phillips at 30% AMI 5 pon senefit Gorp
e 1/3: Tenants j [‘fgpmﬁt
e 1/3: Outside investors '

As well as earn them income

Ongoing
wealth-building

Indoor Urban Farm Operating Costs

Revenue from tenant businesses can more than cover the Indoor Urban Farms property management costs,
property taxes and outstanding debt (loans to buy and renovate the building) with net cash flows at $286.0K before

taxes, if current rental rates and utility cost maintain their current inflation rates
enerated through
Year-Over-Year Projected Cash Flows Revenues
1.6M from Rent i H
' sam0om00 sa0000000  Jf $1.6M from Ren e Appreciation
2 % $1,500,000.00 $350,000.00
g ®© .
i gh $1,000,000.00 ¥300,000.00 Net Cash Flows ® Rental Income
E’ E g $500,000.00 $250,000.00 EO $286K projected to grow
(= o ,000.00 & t 4.96% YoY *
£$ 2 so0 520000000 - | at496% Y0 e Solar energy
pi< . $150,000.00 &
s @ -$500,000.00 -3 Expenses . H
$100,000.00
g 3 R D0 Do 0 e bacin $76.6K for insum‘nce [ J DepreC|at|On
O o s $646.6K for public safety
-$1,500,000.00 $0.00 $51.2K janitorial services
5 St on tax returns.
EmTotal Revenue ®Total Expenses —Net Cash Flows --Linear{Net Cash Flows) compensation

* With current tax incentives, solar array will pay for itself in three years.




Designed by Nationally-Recognized DJR Architects & Design

¥

Plans to raise money for the purchase (~$7M) & renovation (~$5M)

$2.3M: sell shares in the property, a third each:

- community members (at 33% unit price)
- tenants (at 75%/unit price),
- outside investors (at 100%/unit price).

$1.1M: foundations and legislative subsidies

$8.6M: bank loan, guaranteed by investors and
possibly tenants.



Supporting Organizations which Will Also be Leasing/Using Space*

Blue Water Farms

AgroFund One

Somali American
Farmers
Association

Women's
Environmental
Institute
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Topics
More information (Scroll through or link directly to a site)

Elements of Health & Sustainability

Meet The People of East Phillips

East Phillips Existing Toxic Pollution

The Additional Harms of the City's Plans

Cumulative pollution or solutions

An alternate site the city can use

Events of 2023 MINNEAPOLIS: KEEP YOUR
PROMISE FOR JUSTICE
AMERICA IS WATCHING

How You Can Help

East Phillips’ goals

Breathable Air

Accessible green

&~ jobs, and job
More welcoming, training.
accessible places

for people to gather

The Communit
visionto ey
Bike shop and less ]
: Promote Their owned solar energy
car traffic along the Health and
greenway . i
Sustainability
Less traffic, more
Many affordable

, - green space
housing units

Affordable, fresh,
healthy food year round



Terrible air quality - high
asthma rates and other
pollution-associated
iliness, even death.
Children miss school.
Adults miss work.

The city’s failure

Reducing
opportunity for
green jobs and
financial equity

Few welcoming,

accessible places for Unaffordable
people to gather UN Healthy energy costs
A e N Sustainable dinf‘f';e‘_’ by

s more truc oy profit-driven
traffic through the Communities* corporations

greenway

Heavy car and truck
traffic, hazardous for
children, noisy,

Lack of quality, polluting
affordable housing 7
Little access to healthy, fresh‘
affordable food -
MEET THE PEOPLE OF EAST PHILLIPS
ack



Since 2014, the East Phillips community has been in this fight
for livable spaces, breathable air, and drinkable water
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Strong Sense of Community




Home of Little Earth

Little Earth is 9.4 acre, 212-unit Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) subsidized housing complex located
in the urban industrial core of Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Little Earth was founded in 1973 and remains the only

indigenous preference project-based Section 8 rental

assistance community in the United States.

High Level of
Racial and Ethnic Diversity

e 38% Hispanic or Latino

o 20.4% Black or African American
o 18.2% Native American
e 3.0% Asian American
o 16.6% white

e 3.6% two or more races

Minneapolis Racial & Ethnic Diversity Index (2015)

Diversity Score (2015)
by Census Tract

; I (ost Diverse
Coturmbia Park) z

. Center for Urban and
Regional Affairs (CURA)

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
ap by CURA Stalf May 2015

Average



High level (32%) of households with income at or
below the federal gov'ts definition of “poverty”

Federal Gov’t definition
of “poverty”

Persons in - Poverty
Household Line

1-$12,880 5-$31,040

2-$17,420 6 - $35,580

3 -$21,960 7 - $40,120

4 - $26,500 8 - $44,660

https://mndatamaps.web.health.state.mn.us/interactive/povertytract.html




EAST PHILLIPS EXISTING TOXIC POLLUTION
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Hennepin County

by Childhood Elevated Blood Lead, Arsenic

By all accounts, this is

an area that is
overburdened with
toxic pollution - for
decades - with a
resulting high

vulnerability to any
additional pollution.

5 ”\ &Asthma Hospitalizations Per 10,000 People

Phillips Neighbo

s

Elevated levels of
ililness and death

East Phillips’ children,
adults, and even pets
have some of the the
highest rates of asthma
hospitalization, heart

= EBL (2000 - 2005)
© Arsenic > 95 mg/kg
A Arsenic Source Peint
Asthma Hospitalizations

Per 10,000 People
1-40
41-70
71-110
B 111 - 150
Il 151 -200
I 200 or more

disease, and lead
poisoning in the State of
Minnesota

Exhibit A
ROOF DEPOT BUILDING - EAST PHILLIPS, MINNEAPOLIS
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THE ADDITIONAL HARM OF THE CITY'S PLANS

Back
Next

The city wants to take the land from the community to
add more traffic, blight, pollution and toxic harm....
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880 new parking
spaces total, right
next to light rail

station!
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What we know about the harm of the city’s plans

e Arsenic: We don’t know enough about how the city will protect

the neighborhood, more lead

us from arsenic-laden dust. 7
e Toxic air pollution: more traffic and air pollution will be added to / S

e Health disparities: will be increased

e Community self-determination: will be lost

e Needed infrastructure for health and well-bein
be lost.

s will

e Green Zone: the neighborhood
has been designated a priority
for reducing pollution and
increasing investment (when
is that slated to start?)

What we know about the arsenic:

e Between 1938 to 1963, arsenic-based pesticides were
manufactured where Smiley’s Clinic is now located

e Wind below powder-like arsenic trioxide into Phillips,
Longfellow and Powderhorn, contaminating the soils.

e In 2007-2011, the EPA removed over 50,000 tons of
contaminated soil from more than 600 properties.

e Contaminated soil remains under the Roof Depot

e The neighborhood (and health clinics) are concerned
that arsenic-laden dust could blow into the neighborhood
during demolition and construction.

e To this date, the city has not explained how it will ensure
the neighborhood is protected from arsenic.




EPNI’s architectural plans to renovate the warehouse
keep arsenic sealed under the concrete foundation.

More about other added pollution (not including traffic)

This shows some of ProOPOSED HIAWATHA EXPANSION - ADDED POLLUTION
the Cumulative air 18‘*:’“"””“",e 21% more carbon
1 i particle poliution monoxide poisoning _ Release of
pollution impacts of the N ground arsenic
" s pioxide  PlUs MORE unmeasured diesel
city’s proposal. EXISTING POLLUTION IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD fumes and car emisions
This doesn’t include - / / /
e Traffic nitrogen d.i:mde’ %‘m arsenic, :
carbon o::o: f:;""aldehyde S ickel o benzene,
. ocarl g C; - 2]
e Risks of demo ';‘;ilene,:n: l"‘";m . Fomaldey gq
ormaldehyde =
e Stressors of |+ Jegand e THIS IS WHAT

poverty ENVIRONMENTAL

INJUSTICE
Looks LIKE!

e Existing health
conditions of
neighborhood
residents

.. East Phillips
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cumuLative SOLUTIONS

Towards a Just & Sustainable Future

OR

CUMULATIVE
Continuing Past Harms
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In short: the outcome will reflect our systemic

commitments...

CHOICE A CHOICE B
Supports stated Continues centuries-old
anti-racism commitments "aC'_St pattern that
to invest in divests from

(all) neighborhoods -
to make accessible
(from the ground up)
the foundational resources for
stability and well-being.

certain neighborhoods,
removing foundational resources.

(Then, when people lack stability and
well-being, we pay people at nonprofits to
provide them “services.”)




THIS *

"RED BEAR STANDING"
JUNE 1, 1996 @ APR. 17, 2013

And wh
ether we li
live up to our anti-racism promi
ises.

East Phillips - Green Zone

MinnedpoUs ﬁitt‘én Stutemerit
City resolution declaring racism

»our City govemment takes
strategic action 0 a public health emergen
address climate changé:
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The City’s Current
Public Works site in
Marcy-Holmes:

e Could be rebuilt to
serve the city’s

" Existing VWater Yard
o * Houses all water distri-
bution operations, Haott™
maintenance, and me-
PN ter services staff
g ¢ Heter test benches and
most inventory at Frid- i
ley water treatment

Minneapolis Water Yard
Proposal for New Two-Story
Structure on Existing Site

needs ' S : st e = §

Speces ae leamd

e |s supported by the ) _‘ ‘ :
community, 7 D % (o=l : =
including for its & 3 . MI-NNE#POLIS
historic value 4 . oni. & WATERWORKS

DISTRIBUTION

e Isin an industrial '

neighborhood A5 MaINTENANCE

“17935 5 AVE S.E.

EVENTS OF 2022-2023
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City Council votes (7-6) to reinstate the process for moving ahead
with the city's plans: demolish the Roof Depot warehouse and use the
land for an expanded city water maintenance yard.

New City Council sworn in.

g Action Alert: Let City Council and Mayor know that meeting the city's needs

Timeline from Sept 2021
To Sept 2022

must be dene fairly and that environmental justice is important to you.

City Council votes (8-5) to suspend moving ahead with the city's plans.

Mayor vetoes the city councils vote, sending the issue back to city council.

City council votes (7-8) to allow mayor's veto to stand, reinstating the
process for moving ahead with the city's plans.

(Red - bad for families,
Green - good for families)

Action Alert: Tell the mayor to not demolish the Roof Depot building and to
enter into good faith negotiations with EPNI

Mayor 'negotiates’ with EPNI, offering three acres but no answers regarding
anticipated pollution. Demands an answer by June 30.

Action Alert: Call the mayor, to demand the city give EPNI the time and info
they need to make a decision re: city's offer.

@ EPNI does not give answer to city; their bottom line (ensure no additional

pollution in the community) has not been met.

lgnoring EPNI's concerns, city council votes 13-0 to pass the terms of the
city's offer to EPNI (without details of anticipated pollution)

EPNI and allies rally in city council chambers, demanding to be heard re: the
vote re: start accepting RFPs for the demolition process.

City council adjourns to afternoon (due to disruption) and votes (7-4-1-1) to
start accepting RFPs for the demolition process.

) ) Votes to hire Rachel Contracting to
Mpls City Council . .
lan 26 demolish the Roof Depot (starting as soon as 2/27)
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January 26, 2023
Minneapolis City Council
Call to Order

- unnu FARM 4
NOT ToXIC HIRH -
SNV




Little Earth
Community
Jan 29

Healing Ceremony, uplifting voices of Indigenous Elders
from Little Earth

MN Court of
Appeals
Feb 6

(“EAW case”) Rules against EPNI. We immediately ask
the MN Supreme Court to review the decision

1. Requiring that certain types of projects not be
done until and unless an environmental impact
statement (EIS) determines it’s legal.

2. Determining who can say whether an EIS is
actually required in a given situation.

As part of our request for review, we asked the
supreme court for an injunction so the Roof Depot is
not demolished while we wait for their decision.




Little Earth
Community
Feb 6

Rally at the courthouse

Trial Court
Feb 13

(“MERA case”) Denies our request for an injunction
preventing demolition of the Roof Depot until and
unless the city wins at trial. We immediately appeal.

This case, the city’s proposed expansion violates
1. the Minnesota Environmental Rights Act and
2. the Minnesota Environmental Policy Act

As part of our appeal to the court of appeals, we ask the
trial court to issue a “temporary injunction pending appeal”
so the Roof Depot is not demolished while we wait for the
court of appeals decision.




Indigenous Rise & Repair Rally at the State Capitol highlighting
Community statewide work to promote Indigenous sovereignty and
Feb 15 right relationship with the land and each other
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Votes 6-6 against a motion to postpone the demolition
(only 30 of 100 people let into the chambers, while
room capacity is 100)

City Council
Feb 23




Indigenous
Elders
Feb 23

Set up prayerful and peaceful community aid
Nenoocaasi Camp

o EVRs Now’?ﬂgﬁgmﬁ , @_FORTHE*A!RWE BREATHE 0.2
=41PFIORLE OVER POISONY
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Indigenous
Elders
Feb 23

Demands of the Camp

Totally reject the Hiawatha Expansion Project

Hand over control of Roof Depot site to the community

Start the process to remove Bituminous Roadways and Smith Foundry
Enact a moratorium on encampment evictions

Provide funding for peer support workers

Invest in pilot programs to provide shelter and services to the houseless
community (like the former navigation center)

Provide funding for the community’s vision for a community-owned,
indoor urban farm and community hub at the Roof Depot site.




Trial Court (“MERA case”) Grants our request for a temporary
Fzs 240ur injunction pending appeal, putting a pause on
demolition until the court of appeals hears our case.
Conditions:

1. EPNI is to request an expedited appeal

2. EPNIis to leverage $10,000 to get maximum bond (post
at least $10,000)

EPNI has two weeks from 2/24 to post bond

4. EPNI to talk to community and request that nobody
enters the Roof Depot property and building

5. City can ask for more bond if they prove expenses

Both parties strongly encouraged to re-engage in negotiation.

We rejected the city’s two MOU offers because they included:

Us giving up our legal rights and lawsuit

No building to renovate

No guarantee of reduction of pollution

Lots of conditions to fulfill before we’d get ©
the 3.0 acres on which to build

Building an Urban Farm from scratch
would take S20M (vs. S5M)




Defend the Depot
Block Party
Mutual Aid Event

This community event was organized as a celebration as well as to
give out clothes, food and supplies. Between 500-700 people
stopped by.

Feb 26
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