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Project History and Description:
Since 2013, the City of St. Louis Park has been im

plem
enting the Connect the Park initiative. This 

com
prehensive Active Transportation Plan is aim

ed at m
aking m

ore livable neighborhoods by providing 
convenient, safe, equitable, and environm

ent-focused w
ays for people to m

ove around the City on a netw
ork 

of bikew
ays, sidew

alks, and trails. Cedar Lake Road and Louisiana Avenue are the m
ost critical and com

plicated 
links rem

aining in the City’s long-term
 vision. 

Both roadw
ays are A-m

inor arterials, serving the entire northw
est quadrant of the City, including at least 600 

affordable housing units. They are used by over 25,000 vehicles daily since they intersect w
ith three m

ajor 
freew

ays w
ithin the m

etropolitan area, 56-67%
 of the traffic is from

 outside of St. Louis Park. Thus, both 
roadw

ay corridors are unique in that they provide regional m
ovem

ent of goods and connections to com
m

erce, 
but also provide local connections to hom

es, schools, places of w
orship, and parks. Both Cedar Lake Road and 

Louisiana Avenue need m
odernization to provide equitable opportunities for transportation to underserved 

populations, im
prove neighborhood livability, and replace existing facilities at the end of their useful life. 

An extensive public engagem
ent process began in January 2022 to gather input and m

ake decisions about 
a preferred alternative. N

on traditional engagem
ent approaches w

ere taken to connect w
ith underserved 

populations and com
m

unity m
em

bers that don’t typically attend open houses. In total 600 com
m

ents w
ere received and considered, resulting in selection of a preferred alternative. 

The preferred alternative includes the replacem
ent of aging pavem

ents, new
 sidew

alks, dedicated bicycle facilities, ADA accom
m

odations, new
 bus pullouts, new

 LED street 
lighting, enhanced pedestrian crossings, m

odifications to existing traffic signals, and w
aterm

ain replacem
ent. A roundabout is proposed at the intersection of Cedar Lake Road 

and Louisiana Avenue. Additionally, proven traffic calm
ing strategies such as raised m

edians, curb extensions, and streetscaping, w
ill be introduced to m

anage vehicle speeds and 
to im

prove the experience for residents, pedestrians, and bicyclists. The infrastructure reconstruction and safety im
provem

ents included in these corridors w
ill benefit all users; 

vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists, for years to com
e. 

• Roundabout at Cedar Lake Road/Louisiana Avenue 
prom

otes cleaner air by reducing vehicle em
issions  

and delay
• Im

proved pedestrian safety, com
fort, and transit access 

by providing sidew
alks along both sides of roadw

ay
• Provides enhanced pedestrian/ bicycle crossings at 

strategic intersections to im
prove their crossing com

fort 
and safety 

• Creates dedicated bicycle facilities for all ages and 
abilities; rem

oving barriers and com
fortably connecting 

people to com
m

on destinations and the region  
• Provides ADA-com

pliant bus loading areas at all transit 
stops so riders don’t w

ait in the roadw
ay, im

proving 
safety and prom

oting transit use
• Provides bus pull-outs to im

prove corridor efficiency for 
vehicles and buses

• Addresses substandard lane m
erges and lane 

configurations resulting in vehicle crashes
• Provides ADA-com

pliant signals and necessary upgrades 
that im

prove pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicle safety
• New

 LED roadw
ay lighting w

ill reduce energy use, 
im

prove driving conditions and prom
ote visibility for all 

m
odes of transportation at night
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