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About us
In 1997, a group of rural Minnesota advocates came together to create 
a rural policy research organization that would provide policy makers, 
rural advocates and concerned citizens with an objective, unbiased and 
politically unspun examination of today’s rural issues.  

MN State Statute 116J.421

• Based in Greater Minnesota, serving Greater Minnesota.

• A non-partisan, non-profit policy research organization.

• Dedicated to providing Minnesota’s policy makers with an 
unbiased evaluation of issues from a rural perspective. 

• 20 Board members
• 13 appointed by the Governor

• 2 appointed by House & Senate leadership

• 5 at-large positions

• 3 Staff members in home offices 
• – Waldorf, Mankato & New London
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What We Do
We take complicated and complex 
issues and present them in ways that 
give them meaning and relevance. 

Our research is not designed to 
determine public policy, but instead to 
inform those making the decisions. 
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CRPD Staff

Left to right:  

Kelly Asche, Research Associate from New London

Marnie Werner, VP of Research & Operations from Mankato 

Julie Tesch, President & CEO from Waldorf



Research Agenda

Annual 
Survey

Staff Input

Research 
Committee

Decision Makers
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Research Agenda: Typically 4 – 6 
topics



Join us on social 
media

Facebook:  @ruralmn

Twitter:  @ruralpolicymn

LinkedIn:  @ruralmn

YouTube:  Center for Rural Policy & 
Development
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Our research.
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Our research over 
the years
o Childcare shortage in Greater MN

o Workforce shortage in Greater MN

o Mental health & substance abuse, access to 
services

o Agriculture and the farm economy

o EMS: Emergency medical services

o Diversity & immigration & their intersection 
with rural issues

o Housing shortage
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Our research over the years
o Property & sales taxes

o Water & wastewater infrastructure 
challenges

o Volunteer drivers

o Grocery stores & rural food deserts

o Broadband
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What we’reworking on this year
o “Identifying bottlenecks and roadblocks in 

the rural mental health career pipeline”

o Environmental scan of rural childcare 
solutions

o MN’s K-12 Education formula: How it works 
and what it does

o Career & Technical Education programs and 
migration patterns in southwest MN

o Local newspapers and civic engagement in 
rural MN

o Incentivizing small-scale housing 
development

34 & 
younger

35 to 44,
17%

45 to 54,
19%

55 to 64,
32%

65 &
older,
25%

7%

Age
55 &
older
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Licensed providers in MN

From “Identifying Bottlenecks and roadblocks in the 
rural mental health career pipeline”



Podcast

 Episodes featuring:

 Grant Writing for Rural Municipal Government

 Importance of Community Newspapers

 Childcare Access for the Latino Population

 Census Data & Differential Privacy

 Artists on Main Street

 Volunteer Drivers

 Importance of Rural Grocery Stores

 Pandemic Trends in Rural MN
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Twitter

Facebook

LinkedIn

Blog

Thank you!

Find us online at: ruralmn.org

Julie Tesch, President & CEO

jtesch@ruralmn.org
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