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The Very Brief Overview of the Board of Animal Health

• Six-member Board. Two current vacancies.

• Oversee livestock and companion animal diseases.

• Work within the One Health approach.

• Permit exhibitions.

• Partner with farmers, industry, veterinarians and academia.

• Plan/prepare, conduct disease surveillance, respond to disease detections.

• More details on what we’re up to are in the attached handout.
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Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus Type 2

• Since 2019 there have been multiple 
outbreaks of Rabbit Hemorrhagic 
Disease Type 2 in the U.S.

• Spring 2020 RHDV-2 diagnosed in 
domestic and wild rabbits in the 
Southwest U.S.

• Reported in AZ, CA, CO, NV, NM, TX, 
OR,  UT, ID, MT and WY.

• Reported in domestic rabbits in SD, 
FL, GA, MS and now Minnesota.
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Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus Type 2

• In Minnesota the infected premise was quarantined, depopulated, cleaned 
and disinfected. Not allowed to have rabbits until quarantine released after 60 
days.  Quarantine released on November 24, 2021.

• DNR was notified and prepared to investigate any wild rabbit mortality 
concerns.  

• General public, veterinarians, rabbit owners and interest groups were notified.

• The Board will continue foreign animal disease investigations on suspicious 
cases.

• Produced new biosecurity outreach for rabbit owners.
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Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus Type 2

• Medgene Laboratory vaccine approved for emergency use.

• Only Minnesota licensed veterinarians may administer it.

• Two doses given three weeks apart.

• Veterinarians partnered with rabbit rescue groups and associations.

• Many vaccination clinics were successfully run statewide.
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African Swine Fever
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Poland
• Wild boar February 2014
• Domestic swine July 2014
• Commercial operation April 2020

Germany
• Wild boar September 2020
• Domestic swine July 2021
• Commercial operation Nov. 2021

Italy
• Wild boar January 2022

Macedonia
• Wild boar January 2022
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African Swine Fever
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Caribbean
First reported in Dominican Republic 
7/28/21

• Subsequently reported in Haiti 
9/22/21

• USDA assisting with lab resources
Increased surveillance in Puerto Rico 
and U.S. Virgin Islands

• Refuse from ships
• Illegal landings
• Feral swine

Compartmentalization established
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African Swine Fever

Illegal imports

• National ports of entry

• MSP airport

• All food waste is incinerated

• Extra detection dogs

• Leading port for detections
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African Swine Fever

Minnesota ASF preparedness
• Emergency Disease Management Committee for Swine subcommittees

• Communications
• Surveillance and Diagnostics
• Information Management
• Health, Safety, and Welfare
• Biosecurity and Quarantine/Cleaning and Disinfecting
• Depopulation and Disposal
• Wildlife and Vector Control
• Regionalization

• Minnesota ASF Response Plan
• Control areas
• Permitted movement

• Surveillance
• Cooperative Agreements
• Certified Swine Sampler Collectors

• U.S. Swine Health Improvement Plan
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Low Pathogenic Avian Influenza
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H6N1 LPAI (Oct 2020 – June 2021)

• Industry Response

• 93 commercial turkey flocks on 70 
premises in nine MN counties

H5N3 LPAI (Nov 2021 – Dec 2022)

• Board Response

• Two commercial turkey flocks required 
USDA-funded regulatory action to 
eradicate and prevent spread of the virus



Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza
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HPAI Globally 
(Jan 2021 – Jan 2022)



Global Wild Bird Flyways
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HPAI in North America
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December 20, 2021:
• The Canadian Food Inspection Agency 

announced a detection of highly 
pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1 
in the Avalon Peninsula of Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Canada.

• Multi-bird species exhibition farm of 
approximately 400 birds.



HPAI in North America
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American Wigeon
Colleton County, SC

Northern Shoveler
Hyde County, NC



HPAI in North America

• First poultry flock: February 8, 2022. Highly Pathogenic H5N1 Avian Influenza 
diagnosed in Indiana poultry flock in Dubois County, Indiana.  

• Avian influenza does not present a food safety risk; poultry and eggs are safe 
to eat when handled and cooked.

9/30/2022 Healthy Animals for Healthy People and Communities  | mn.gov/bah 15



HPAI in North America

• HPAI in poultry flocks as of Monday, February 14, 2022. USDA website:
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HPAI in North America

• HPAI wild bird surveillance detections as of Monday, February 14, 2022.

• South Carolina

• North Carolina

• Virginia

• Florida

• Maryland

• Delaware

• New Hampshire
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Importance of Biosecurity

• Previous outbreaks reveal vulnerabilities.

• Strict enforcement:

• Perimeter Buffer Area

• Line of Separation

• Visitor restrictions

• Shared equipment restrictions
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Importance of Biosecurity
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Thank You!

Beth Thompson, JD, DVM
State Veterinarian and Executive Director
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