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A bill for an act
relating to human services; establishing the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act;
establishing a pilot project for youth during out-of-school time; requiring a
report from the commissioner of education on out-of-school time opportunities
for youth ages ten to 18; appropriating money; proposing coding for new law
in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 256K.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. [256K.50] RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH ACT.

Subdivision 1. Findings and needs. There are hundreds of homeless youth in

Minnesota every night and many come from homes of abuse and neglect or have been

abandoned. Homeless and runaway youth are largely an invisible population. Many

homeless and runaway youth have no families or primary caregivers. Many are exploited

by adults or are forced to compromise their values to survive on the streets. Homeless

and runaway vouth are in need of outreach, crisis intervention, adult mentorship, family

reunification, safe drop-in spaces, shelter, housing, case management services, and life

skills training. It is necessary to offer a continnum of care and services directed at

homeless and runaway youth.

Subd. 2. Definitions. @ The definitions of this subdivision apply to this section.

(b) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of human services.

(c) "Homeless youth" means a person 21 years or younger who is unaccompanied

by a parent or guardian and is without shelter where appropriate care and supervision are

available, whose parent or legal guardian is unable or unwilling to provide shelter and

care, or who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. The following are

not fixed, regular, or adequate nighttime residences:

Section 1. 1
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(1) a supervised publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide temporary

living accommodations;

(2) an institution publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide

temporary living accommodations; '

(3) transitional housing;

(4) a temporary placement with a peer, friend, or family member that has not offered

permanent residence, a residential lease, or temporary lodging for more than 30 days; or

(5) a public or private place not designed for, nor ordinarily used as, a regular

sleeping accommodation for human beings.

Homeless youth does not include persons incarcerated or otherwise detained under

federal or state law.

(d) "Youth at risk of homelessness" means a person 21 years or younger whose status

or circumstances indicate a significant danger of experiencing homelessness in the near

future. Status or circumstances that indicate a significant danger may include youth exiting

out-of-home placements, youth who previously were homeless, youth whose parents or

- primary caregivers are or were previously homeless, youth who are exposed to abuse and

neglect in their homes, youth who experience conflict with parents due to chemical or

alcohol dependency, mental health disabilities, or other disabilities, and runaways.

(e) "Runaway" means an unmarried child under the age of 18 years who is absent

from the home of a parent or guardian or other lawful placement without the consent of

the parent, guardian, or lawful custodian.

Subd. 3. Homeless and runaway vouth initiative. (a) The commissioner shall

develop a comprehensive initiative for homeless youth, youth at risk of homelessness,

and runaways. The commissioner shall provide funding to counties to contract with

organizations and public and private agencies, including faith-based organizations, to

provide street outreach, emergency shelter services, drop-in services, family mediation

counseling and conflict resolution, transitional living services, case management services,

life skills training, and family reunification services to youth, to the extent that funds

exist or become available. The programs must be culturally competent to serve specific

populations and must provide voluntary services to homeless youth, youth at risk of

homelessness, and runaways in an appropriate and responsible manner.

(b) The commissionershall plan for and coordinate services for homeless, runaway,

and at-risk youth. The commissioner may provide support services required to achieve

the objectives and goals of the initiative.

Section 1. 2
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(c) Nothing in this section relieves counties from existing responsibilities to provide

services for homeless youth, youth at risk of being homeless, or runaways under section

626.556, chapter 256E, or other applicable laws.

(d) Nothing in this section is intended to preclude homeless youth ages 18 to 21 from

utilizing other services or programs available to homeless adults.

Subd. 4. Street and community outreach and drop-in program. Youth drop-in

centers must provide walk-in access to crisis intervention and ongoing supportive services

including one-to-one case management services on a self-referral basis. Street and

community outreach programs must locate, contact, and provide information, referrals,

and services to homeless youth, youth at risk of homelessness, and runaways. Information,

referrals, and services provided may include, but are not limited to:

(1) family reunification services;

(2) conflict resolution or mediation counseling;

(3) assistance in obtaining temporary emergency shelter:;

(4) assistance in obtaining food, clothing, medical care, or mental health counseling;

(5) counseling regarding violence, prostitution, substance abuse, sexually transmitted

diseases, and pregnancy:;

(6) referrals to other agencies that provide support to services to homeless youth,

youth at risk of homeleésness, and runaways;

(7) assistance with education, employment, and independent living skills;

(8) after-care services;

(9) specialized services for highly vulnerable runaways and homeless youth,

including teen parents, emotionally disturbed and mentally ill youth, and sexually

exploited youth; and

(10) homelessness prevention.

Subd. 5. Emergency shelter program. (a) Emergency shelter programs must

provide homeless youth and runaways with referral and walk-in access to emergency,

short-term residential care. The program shall provide homeless youth and runaways with

safe, dignified shelter, including private shower facilities, beds, and at least one meal each

day, and shall assist a runaway with reunification with the family or legal guardian when

required or appropriate.

(b) The services provided at emergency shelters may include, but are not limited to:

(1) family reunification services;

(2) individual, family, and group counseling:

(3) assistance obtaining clothing:

(4) access to medical and dental care and mental health counseling:

Section 1.. V 3
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(5) education and employment services;

(6) recreational activities;

(7) advocacy and referral services;

(8) independent living skills training;

(9) after-care and follow-up services;

(10) transportation; and

(11) homelessness prevention.

Subd. 6. Supportive housing and transitional living programs. Supportive

housing and transitional living programs must help homeless youth and youth at risk of

homelessness to find and maintain safe, dignified housing. The program may also provide

rental assistance and related supportive services, or refer youth to other organizations or

agencies that provide such services. Services provided may include, but are not limited to:

. (1) educational assessment and referrals to educational programs;

(2) career planning, employment, work skill training, and indepéndent living skills

training;
(3) job placement;

(4) budgeting and money management;

(5) assistance in securing housing appropriate to needs and income;

(6) counseling regarding violence, prostitution, substance abuse, sexually transmitted

diseases, and pregnancy:

(7) referral for medical services or chemical dependency treatment;

(8) parenting skills;

(9) self-sufficiency support services or life skill training;

(10) after-care and follow-up services; and

(11) homelessness prevention.

Sec. 2. REPORT ON OUT-OF-SCHOOL CARE FOR CHILDREN BETWEEN
THE AGES OF TEN TO 18.

The commissioner of education, in consultation with the commissioners of human

services and public safety, shall provide a report to the lggislature by January 20, 2007,

which surveys and analyzes out-of-school time opportunities for children ages ten to 18.

The commissioner must gather representative information from urban, suburban, and

rural areas regarding where children go after their school day is over and during school

breaks. Further, the commissioner shall communicate with members of the community,

parents of children ages ten to 18, child care providers, middle school personnel, and other

interested individuals to gather information and develop positive, supervised out-of-school

i

Sec. 2. 4
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alternatives for children ages ten to 18, in order to reduce the incidence of sexual activity,

underage drinking and smoking, use of illegal substances, and other criminal activity.

Sec. 3. QOPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH DURING OUT-OF-SCHOOL TIME.

Subdivision 1. Establishment. A competitive statewide after-school enrichment

grant program is established to provide implementation grants to community or nonprofit

organizations, to political subdivisions, or to school-based programs. The commissioner

" of education shall develop criteria for after-school enrichment programs.

Subd. 2. Program outcomes. The expected outcomes of the after-school

enrichment programs are to:

(1) increase the number of children participating in adult-supervised programs

in nonschool hours;

(2) increase the number of youth engaged in community services and other activities

designed to support character improvement, strengthen families, and instill community

values;

(3) increase skills in technology, the arts, sports, and other activities;

(4) reduce the amount of juvenile crime;

(5) increase and support the academic achievement and character development of

adolescent parents:

(6) increase school attendance and reduce the number of school suspensions; and

(7) support academic achievement, including the areas of reading and math.

Subd. 3. Plan. An applicant shall develop a plan for an after-school enrichment

program for youth. The plan must include:

(1) collaboration with and leverage of existing community resources that have

demonstrated effectiveness;

(2) outreach to children and youth;

(3) involvement of local governments, including park and recreation boards or

schools, unless no government agency is appropriate: and

(4) community control over the design of the enrichment program and identification

of the sources of nonpublic funding.

Subd. 4. Plan approval; grants. An applicant shall submit a plan developed under

subdivision 3 to the commissioner for approval. The commissioner shall award a grant for

the implementation of an approved plan.

Sec. 4. APPROPRIATION.

Sec. 4. 5
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$...... is appropriated for the biennium ending June 30, 2007, from the general

fund to the commissioner of human services for purposes of Minnesota Statutes, section

256K.50.

S....... is appropriated for the biennium ending June 30, 2007, from the general fund

to the commissioner of education for the purposes of section 3.

Sec. 4. 6
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Senator Limmer introduced-

S.F. No. 2894: Referred to the Committee on Education.

: A bill for an act
relating to education; authorizing an election to form two separate school districts
from the area currently within Independent School District No. 728, Elk River.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. VOTER APPROVAL REQUIRED TO SPLIT THE ELK RIVER
SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Subdivision 1. Election required. An election must be held on the first Tuesday

after the first Monday in November 2006 proposing the division of Independent School

District No. 728, Elk River, into two component school districts, with the first component

district consisting of the district’s territory currently within the boundaries of Sherburne,

Anoka, and Isanti Counties and the other component district consisting of the district’s

territory currently within the boundaries of Hennepin and Wright Counties.

Subd. 2. Notification. The board of Independent School District No. 728, Elk

River, must prepare and deliver by first class mail at least 15 days but no more than 30

days before the day of the referendum to approve the split of the Elk River school district

to each taxpayer a notice of the proposed new district boundaries. The board need not

mail more than one notice to any taxpayer. For the purpose of giving mailed notice under

this subdivision, owners must be those shown to be owners on the records of the county

auditor or, in any county where tax statements are mailed by the county treasurer, on the

records of the county treasurer. Every property owner whose name does not appear on

the records of the county auditor or the county treasurer is deemed to have waived this

mailed notice unless the owner has requested in writing that the county auditor or county

treasurer, as the case may be, include the name on the records for this purpose.

Section 1. 1
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Subd. 3. Election question. The school board of Independent School District

No. 728, Elk River, must submit to the voters of the district a question proposing to

split the school district into two component districts. The ballot may contain a textual

portion with information describing the proposed split of the district and a question stating

substantially the following:

"Shall Independent School District No. 728, Elk River, be split into two school

districts with the territory in Hennepin and Wright Counties comprising one district and

the territory in Sherburne, Anoka, and Isanti Counties comprising another district?

If a majority of all votes cast on the question at the election approve the split of the

school district, the district shall be split according to the provisions of sections 2 to 9.

Subd. 4. Certification. The school board must certify the results of the election

under this section to the Department of Education and the county auditors of Hennepin,

Wright, Sherburne, Anoka, and Isanti Counties.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 2. DISTRICT BOUNDARIES; ASSIGNMENT OF AREA.

Subdivision 1. Sherburne, Anoka, and Isanti counties. Upon successful passage

of the referendum in section 1, the commissioner of education shall issue an order

detaching and classifying all of the area of the current Independent School District No.

728, Elk River, that is located in Sherburne, Anoka, or Isanti County as a new independent

school district and assign the district an identification number as of July 1, 2008.

Subd. 2. Hennepin and Wright counties. Upon successful passage of the

referendum in section 1, the commissioner of education shall issue an order detaching and

classifying all of the area of the current Independent School District No. 728, Elk River,

that is located in Hennepin or Wright County as a new independent school district and

-assign the district an identification number as of July 1, 2008.

Subd. 3. Commissioner’s records. Upon successful completion of the referendum

authorized in section 1, the commissioner of education shall modify the records and any

plats, petitions, and proceedings involving the former school district and the newly created

school districts to conform to the conditions of this act.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2006.

Sec. 3. GOVERNANCE.
Sec. 3. 2
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Subdivision 1. School board size. Each of the new school districts created by

section 1 initially shall be governed by a board of directors consisting of seven members.

Subd. 2. School board elections and terms. The board of directors for each new

school district vdescribed in section 2 shall be elected according to Minnesota Statutes,

chapter 205A, at an election held for that purpose at the November 2007 general election.

Four of the initial board members must be elected for a term of four years and three of

the initial members shall be elected to a term of two years.

Subd. 3. Start of term. The terms of the newly elected board members must begin

on the first Monday in January 2008, and continue until a successor qualifies.

.Subd. 4. Subsequent terms. After the initial election required under subdivision 2,

the terms of all members shall be governed under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.09.

‘Subd. 5. Serving on two boards. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, an

individual may serve on both the school board of Independent School District No. 728,

Elk River, and on the board of one of the newly created school districts.

Subd. 6. End of terms. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the terms of the

board members of Independent School District No. 728, Elk River, extend until July 1,

2008, at which point the terms end and the board is dissolved.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective upon successful passage of the

referendum authorized in section 1.

Sec. 4. TRANSITION ACTIVITIES.

Subdivision 1. Existing board. The care, management, and control of Independent

School District No. 728, Elk River, remains with its board until July 1, 2008.

Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the board may enter into one-year contracts with

its employees for the 2007-2008 school year.

Subd. 2. New board activities. The newly elected boards under section 3 may begin

meeting after the first Monday in January 2008. The boards may plan for operation of their

districts and issue letters of intent to hire employees. Upon specific written authority of

the board of Independent School District No. 728, Elk River, each board may separately

join with the board of Independent School District No. 728, Elk River, and jointly enter

into contracts for the operation of the newly formed school district prior to .Iuly 1, 2008.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective upon successful passage of the

referendum authorized in section 1.

Sec. 5. DISTRIBUTION OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES.

Sec. 5. ' 3
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Subdivisibn 1. Order of commissioner. Under the detachments authorized in

section 2, the commissioner of education shall issue an order for the distribution of all

assets and liabilities, real and personal, and the legallv valid and enforceable claims and

contract obligations of the former Independent School District No. 728, Elk River, that are

necessary for the new school districts to operate.

Subd. 2. Real property. The commissioner shall determine the value of all real

property. The commissioner’s order must transfer the interests in all real property to the

newly created school districts. The real property must be assigned based upon the borders

of the newly created school districts. If the commissioner determines that the value of

the real property substantially favors one district or the other, the commissioner may

include a dollar amount as a claim against the district receiving the property, and the claim

shall be paid and enforced in the manner provided by law for the payment of judgments

against a district.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective upon successful passage of the

referendum authorized in section 1.

Sec. 6. TAX LIABILITY FOR EXISTING BONDED DEBT.

All taxable property in the areas so detached remains taxable for payment of any

school purpose obligations already authorized bl. or outstanding on July 1, 2008. Thev

commissioner’s order does not relieve the taxable property from the obligation of any

bonded debt already incurred to which it was subject prior to the order. All taxable

property in the areas included in the newly created districts is taxable for payment of any

district obligations of its new district authorized on or subsequent to July 1, 2008.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective upon successful passage of the

referendum authorized in section 1.

Sec. 7. EMPLOYEES.

Subdivision 1. Licensed employees. The obligations of the newly created school

districts created in section 2 to licensed emplovyees are governed by Minnesota Statutes,

section 123A.75. except that the commissioner of education shall assign each teacher

employed by Independent School District No. 728, Elk River, to the newly created

districts based upon the location of the building where the teacher was employed during

the 2006-2007 school year. Any licensed employee who was not assigned to a building

during the 2006-2007 school year must be assigned according to Minnesota Statutes,
section 123A.75.

Sec. 7. 4
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Subd. 2. Nonlicensed employees. All other employees not included in subdivision

1 may apply for employment to either of the newly created schoo! boards by February

15, 2008. Employees who have not received a letter of intent to hire from either of the

boards of the newly created districts by April 15, 2008, may place their names on a roster

maintained by the commissioner of education. On June 15, 2008, the commissioner

shall assign all of the employees on the roster to unfilled positions in the newly created

“school districts in order of seniority. All of the rights and obligations of the nonlicensed

employees must continue in the same manner as before July 1, 2008.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective upon the successful passage of the

referendum authorized in section 1.

Sec. 8. ENROLLMENT OPTIONS.

Regardless of the new districts’ borders, a student who is enrolled in Independent

School District No. 728, Elk River, during the 2006-2007 school year may continue to

attend the school in which that student was enrolled until the student completes the last

grade offered by that school. Funding for a student under this section is governed by

Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.03.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective upon the successful passage of the

referendum authorized in section 1.

Sec. 9. SCHOOL FINANCES; OPERATING REFERENDUM.

The operating referendum amounts of Independent School District No. 728, Elk

River, continue in the amount and for the timelines approved by the voters in each of the

newly formed component school districts.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective upon the successful passage of the

referendum authorized in section 1.

Sec. 9. ) 5
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Senators Tomassoni, Hann, Kelley, LeClair and Reiter introduced—

S.F. No. 3645: Referred to the Committee on Education.

A bill for an act
relating to education; establishing an advisory task force to recommend options
for accelerated K-12 science and mathematics programs throughout Minnesota.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

Section 1. ADVISORY TASK FORCE ON OPTIONS FOR ACCELERATED K-12
SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT MINNESOTA.

(a) An advisory task force on options for accelerated K-12 science and mathematics

programs throughout Minnesota is established to consider and recommend to the

legislature alternatives for delivering accelerated science and mathematics programs

to eligible students thrdughout Minnesota. Recommended programs must provide

accelerated science and mathematics instruction to eligible students in grades 6 through

12 and be cost effective and efficiently implemented and operated. Other recommended

programs may offer accelerated science and mathematics instruction to other eligible

elementary grade students and provide out-of-school and summer school K-12 science

and mathematics instruction throughout the state.

(b) The advisory task force at least must:

(1) evaluate and compare at least five alternatives for delivering accelerated science

and mathematics programs to Minnesota students, which may include online learning,

satellite science and mathematics centers, a consortium of available accelerated science

and mathematics or accelerated education programs, and residential and nonresidential

accelerated science and mathematics academies that may be patterned after the Perpich

Center for Arts Education under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 129C, among other

alternatives;

Section 1. : 1
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(2) identify and evaluate possible members for a science, mathematics, engineering,

and technology leadership consortium composed of representatives of corporations,

organizatibns, educational institutions, and research facilities to help implement

accelerated K-12 science and mathematics programs in Minnesota;

(3) evaluate and compare at least three alternatives for preparing and assisting

educational leaders who are literate in science and mathematics to help implement

accelerated K-12 science and mathematics programs in Minnesota, which may include

gifted education and accelerated science and mathematics teacher training programs and

residential and nonresidential accelerated science and mathematics academies that also

provide professional development and educational outreach programs; and

(4) identify and evaluate postsecondary career and technical education programs

offering or requiring accelerated science and mathematics instruction.

(c) The commissioner of education shall appoint an advisory task force on options

for accelerated K-12 science and mathematics programs throughout Minnesota that is

composed of the following representatives: a gifted education coordinator, an educator

holding a gifted education certificate or an instructor in a graduate level gifted education

program; a currently licensed or retired high school physical science teacher; a currently

licensed or retired high school mathematics teacher; a faculty member providing

instruction under the Minnesota postsecondary enrollment options program or an educator

providing instruction under the college in the schools program; a faculty member or

educator providing instruction in the Minnesota talented youth mathematics program: a

University of Minnesota mathematics or engineering professor; a University of Minnesota

physical science professor; a manager or director in a high technology field, corporation,

organization, or facility; a manager or director in a medical field or profession; a manager

or director in a research-based field, corporation, organization, or facility; one parent of a

high school student gifted in mathematics or science from each congressional district; a

physical science teacher and a biology teacher, one of whom is licensed to teach middle

level students and one of whom is licensed to teach high school level students: a high

school career and technical instructor; a faculty member in a postsecondary institution

offering technical two-year degrees who provides career and technical instruction: a

manager or director in a mathematics or science industry who employs persons with

associate degrees in a technical field; a manager or director in the biosciences industry:

and two at-large members. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the task force

may conduct meetings of its members by telephone or other electronic means where all

members can hear one another and all the discussion, at least one member is physically

present at the regular meeting location, and interested members of the public can hear all

Section 1. _ 2
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the discussion. Task force members’ terms and other task force matters are subject to

Minnesota Statutes, section 15.059. The task force must submit by January 30, 2007, a

written report and presentation to the Education Policy and Finance committees of the

legislature that include recommendations on alternatives for delivering accelerated science

and mathematics programs to eligible students throughout Minnesota.

(d) Upon request, the commissioner of education must provide the task force with

technical, fiscal, and other support services.

(e) The task force expires February 1, 2007.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Section 1. 3
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Senators Clark, Dille, Kelley, Stumpf and Hann introduced-
S.F. No. 2826: Referred to the Committee on Education.

1.1 ' A bill for an act

12 relating to education; providing for character development education revenue;
1.3 appropriating money.

14 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

L5 Section 1. CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION REVENUE; PILOT

1.6 PROGRAM.

1.7 Subdivision 1. Pilot program created. A pilot program is created to allow school
1.8 districts to receive character development education revenue to purchase curriculum for

1.9 the purposes of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.232. Character development education

1.10 revenue for school districts equals $30 times the district’s adjusted marginal cost pupil

1.] units.

112 Subd. 2. Approved provider list. The commissioner of education shall maintain

1.13 . a character development education curriculum approved provider list. The character

1.14 development education curriculum of approved providers shall be research based with

1.15 at least one completed relational study covering a period of no fewer than five years

1.16 and cbmpleted by an independent party. Approved character development education

1.17 curriculum must include:

1.18 (1) age appropriate character development for the classroom in all elementary and

1.19 secondary grades;

1.20 (2) curriculum for character development extracurricular activities;

1.21 (3) teacher training workshops and in-service training:

12, (4) plans for school assemblies promoting character development;

1.23 ( 5) midyéar consulting between the school district and the provider; and
1.24 - (6) an assessment program.

Section 1. 1
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Subd. 3. Application and selection process. A school district may submit to

the commissioner an application for funding in the form and manner specified by the

commissioner. The commissioner shall approve applications that propose to use an

approved provider and that agree to use the program as recommended by the provider.

The commissioner must approve or disapprove an application within 30 days of receipt on

a first-come, first-served basis.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 2. APPROPRIATION.

Subdivision 1. Department of Education. The sum indicated in this section is

appropriated from the general fund to the Department of Education for the fiscal years

designated.

Subd. 2. Character development education revenue. For the character

development education revenue pilot program according to section 1:

2007

Sec. 2. 2
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Senator Kelley from the Committee on Education, to which was referred

S.F. No. 2894: A bill for an act relating to education; authorizing an election to form
two separate school districts from the area currently within Independent School District
No. 728, Elk River.

Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill be amended as follows:

Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert:

"Section 1. VOLUNTARY LOCAL TASK FORCE TO EXAMINE THE
GOVERNANCE, FACILITIES, AND PROGRAMMING OF THE ELK RIVER
SCHOOL DISTRICT.

Notwithstanding other law to the contrary, the superintendent of Independent School

District No. 128, Elk River, must convene a voluntary local task force composed of

the district superintendent, district and school administrators, licensed and nonlicensed

district and school staff, parents of students enrolled in district schools and interested

district residents and representatives of community-based entities appointed by the

superintendent to examine and make recommendations regarding the governance,

facilities, and programming of the Elk River school district. Task force members may

elect’to create subcommittees to accomplish this task. Task force members may not be

reimbursed or receive compensation for their participation. The task force must submit a

written report to the Elk River school board by September 1, 2006, containing its findings

and recommendations. The Elk River school board must submit the task force report and

any school board recommendations to the education policy and finance committees of the

legislature by January 15, 2007.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment."

Amend the title accordingly

And when so amended the bill do pass. Amendments adopted. Report adopted.

(C .mittee Chair

April 4, 2000 ...cc.ooviiiiiiiiiieie
(Date of Committee recommendation)
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Senator Kelley from the Committee on Education, to which was referred

S.F. No. 3645: A bill for an act relating to education; establishing an advisory task
force to recommend options for accelerated K-12 science and mathematics programs
throughout Minnesota.

Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill be amended as follows:

Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert:

"Section 1. [120B.236] ACCELERATED K-12 SCIENCE AND
MATHEMATICS.

Subdivision 1. Accelerated K-12 science and mathematics education. The

legislature encourages districts to integrate or offer instruction in accelerated K-12 science

and mathematics programs throughout Minnesota including, but not limited to, alternative

programs that provide online learning, satellite science and mathematics centers, summer

programming, and a consortium of available accelerated science and mathematics or

accelerated education programs. Instruction should be integrated into a district’s existing

programs, curriculum, or the general school environment.

Subd. 2. Report. Districts that have experimented with accelerated K-12 science

and mathematics programming are encouraged to report findings to the house of

representatives and senate committees having jurisdiction over education."”

Amend the title accordingly

And when so amended the bill do pass. Amendments adopted. Report adopted.

(Committee Chair)

ADPIL 4, 2006 ..ot
(Date of Committee recommendation)
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Senator Kelley from the Committee on Education, to which was referred

S.F. No. 2826: A bill for an act relating to education; providing for character
development education revenue; appropriating money.

Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill be amended as follows:

Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert: _

"Section 1. CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION; PILOT
PROGRAM.

Subdivision 1. Pilot program created. School districts may develop a pilot

program to implement comprehensive character development education under Minnesota

Statutes, section 120B.232. subdivision 1.

Subd. 2. Approved provider list. (a) Based upon available resources, the

commissioner of education shall maintain a character development education curriculum

approved provider list. The character development education curriculum of approved

providers shall be research based and evaluated by an independent party. Approved

comprehensive character development education curriculum must include:

(1) age appropriate character development for the classroom in elementary or

secondary grades;

(2) teacher training workshops and in-service training;

(3) midyear consulting between the school district and the provider; and

(4) an assessment program.

(b) Funding for the approved provider list shall be from existing department

resources under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.232, subdivision 2.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment."

Amend the title accordingly

And when so amended the bill do pass. Amendments adopted. Report adopted.

/J A [NIAL LD
ommittee Chair)

;

April 4, 2006 ......c.oconiieiiieieies SRS
(Date of Committee recommendation)
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Senator Kelley from the Committee on Education, to which was referred

S.F. No. 2994: A bill for an act relating to education; providing for general education
revenue, education excellence, special programs, nutrition and accounting, self-sufficiency
and lifelong learning, and state agencies; authorizing rulemaking; appropriating money;
amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 119A.50, subdivision 1; 119A.52; 119A.53;
119A.545; 120A.20, subdivision 1; 120A.22, subdivision 3; 120B.023; 123A.06,
subdivision 2; 124D.10, subdivision 16; 124D.518, subdivision 4; 124D.52, subdivision 1;
124D.61; 124D.68, subdivision 3; 125A.091, subdivisions 5, 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 19,
20; 125A.27, subdivision 11; 125A.29; 125A.30; 125A.32; 125A.33; 125A.48; 125A.515,
subdivisions 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10; 125A.63, subdivision 4; 125A.69, subdivision 3; 125A.75,
subdivision 1; 126C.05, subdivision 1; 126C.10, subdivision 6; 126C.44; Minnesota
Statutes 2005 Supplement, sections 120B.131, subdivision 2; 121A.53, subdivision 1;
122A.415, subdivisions 1, 3; 123B.76, subdivision 3; 124D.095, subdivision 4; 124D.68,
subdivision 2; 125A.11, subdivision 1; 125A.28; 126C.43, subdivision 2; 127A.45,
subdivision 10; Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 5, article 2, sections 81; 84,
subdivision 13; article 7, section 20, subdivision 5; proposing coding for new law in
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 119A; repealing Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 119A.51;
120A.20, subdivision 3; 123B.10; 125A.10; 125A.515, subdivision 2.

Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill be amended as follows:
Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert: |
"ARTICLE 1
EDUCATION EXCELLENCE

. Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 120A.22, subdivision 3, is amended to

‘read:

Subd. 3. Parent defined; residency determined. (a) In this section and sections
120A.24 and 120A.26, "parent” means a parent, guardian, or other person having legal
custody of a child. ‘

(b) In sections 125A.03 to 125A.24 and 125A.65, "parent” means a parent, guardian,
or other person having legal custody of a child under age 18. For an unmarried pupil age
18 or over, "parent" means the pupil unless a guardian or conservator has been appointed,
in which case it means the guardian or conservator.

(c) For purposes of sections 125A.03 to 125A.24 and 125A.65, the school district of
residence for an unmarried pupil age 18 or over who is a parent under paragraph (b) and
who is placed in a center for care and treatment, shall be the school district in which the
pupil’s biological or adoptive parent or designated guardian resides.

(d) For a married pupil age 18 or over, the school district of residence is the school
district in which the married pupil resides.

(e) If a district reasonably believes that a student does not meet the residency

requirements of the school district in which the student is attending school, the student

may be removed from the school only after the district sends the student’s parents written

notice of the district’s belief, including the facts upon which the belief is based, and an

opportunity to provide documentary evidence of residency in person to the superintendent

or designee, or, at the option of the parents, by sending the documentary evidence to the

L
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superintendent, or a designee, who will then make a determination as to the residency

status of the student.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 120B.021, subdivision 1, is amended to read:

Subdivision 1. Required academic standards. The following subject areas are
required for statewide accountability:

(1) language arts;

(2) mathematics;

(3) science;

(4) social studies, including history, geography, economics, and government and
citizenship;

(5) health and physical education, for which locally developed academic standards
apply; and

(6) the arts, for which statewide or locally developed academic standards apply, as
determined by the school district. Public eiementary and middle schools must offer at least
three and require at least two of the following four arts areas: dance; music; theater; and
visual arts. Public high» schools must offer at least three and require at least one of the
following five arts areas: media arts; dance; music; theater; and visual arts.

The commissioner must submit proposed standards in science and social studies to
the legislature by February 1, 2004, |

For purposes of applicable federal law, the academic standards for language arts,
mathematics, and science apply to all public school students, except the very few students
with extreme cognitive or physical impairments for whom an individualized education
plan team hés determined that the required academic standards are inappropriate.

An individualized education plan team that makes this determination must establish
alternative standards.

A school district, no later than the 2007-2008 school year, must adopt graduation
requirements that meet or exceed state graduation requirements established in law or
rule. A school district that incorporates these state graduation requirements before the
2007-2008 school year must provide students who enter the 9th grade in or before
the 2003-2004 school year the opportunity to earn a diploma based on existing locally
established graduation requirements in effect when the students entered the 9th grade.
District efforts to develop, implement, or improve instruction or curriculum as a result
of the provisions of this section must be consistent with sections 120B.10, 120B.11,
and 120B.20.

At a minimum, school districts must maintain the same physical education and

health education requirements for students in kindergarten through grade 8 adopted for the

2
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2005-2006 school year through the 2008-2009 school year. Before a revision of the local

health and physical education standards, a school district must consult the grade-specific

benchmarks developed by the Department of Education’s health and physical education

quality teaching network for the six national physical education standards and the seven

national health standards.

The commissioner must include the contributions of Minnesota American Indian

tribes and communities as they relate to each of the academic standards during the review

and revision of the required academic standards.

Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 120B.021, subdivision 1a,
is amended to read:

Subd. 1a. Rigoi'ous course of study; waiver. (a) Upon receiving a student’s
application signed by the student’s parent or guardian, a school district, area learning
center, or charter school must declare that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic
standard reqﬁired for graduation under this section if the local school board, thé school
board of the schpol district in which the area learning center is located, or the charter
school board of directors determines that the student:

(1) is participating in a course of study, including an advanced placement or
international baccalaureate course or program; a learning opportunity outside the
curriculum of the district, area learning center, or charter school; or an approved
preparatory program for employment or postsecondary education that is equally or more
rigorous than the corresponding state or local academic standard required by the district,
area learning center, or charter school;

'(2) would be precluded from participating in the rigorous course of study, learning
opportunity, or preparatory emplojment or postsecondary education program if the student
were required to achieve the academic standard to be waived; and

(3) satisfactorily completes the requirements for the rigorous course of study,
learning opportunity, or preparatory employment or postsecondary education program.

Consistent with the requirements of this section, the local school board, the school
board of the school district in which the area learning center is located, or the charter
school board of directors also may formally determine other circumstances in which to
declare that a student meets or exceeds a specific academic standard that the site requires
for graduation under this section.

(b) A student who satisfactorily completes a postsecondary enrollment options

course or program under section 124D.09, or an advanced placement or international

baccalaureate course or program under section 120B.13 is not required to complete other
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requirements of the academic standards corresponding to that specific rigorous course

of study.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2004; section 120B.023, is amended to read:
120B.023 BENCHMARKS.

Subdivision 1. Behchmarks implement, supplement statewide academic

standards. (a) The commissioner must supplement required state academic standards with
grade-level benchmarks. High school benchmarks may cover more than one grade. The
benchmarks must implement statewide academic standards by specifying the academic
knowledge and skills that schools must offer and students must achieve to satisfactorily

complete a state standard. The commissioner must publish benchmarks are-published to

inform and guide parents, teachers, school districts, and other interested persons and for to
use in déveloping tests consistent with the benchmarks.

(b) The commissioner shall publish benchmarks in the State Register and transmit
the benchmarks in any other manner fhat makes them accessible to the general public. The
commissioner may charge a reasonable fee for publications. |

(c) Once established, the commissioner may change the benchmarks only with
specific legislative authorization and after completing a review under paragraph—(d—)

subdivision 2.

(d) The commissioner must develop and implement a system for reviewing on

afour-year-cyele each of the required academic standards and related benchmarks and
elective standards beginning-in-the-2606=-2667-schoolyear_ on a periodic cycle, consistent

with subdivision 2.

(e) The benchmarks are not subject to chapter 14 and section 14.386 does not apply.

Subd. 2. Revisions and reviews required. (a) The education commissioner must

revise and appropriately embed technology and information literacy standards consistent

with recommendations from school media specialists into the state’s academic standards

and graduation requirements and implement a review cycle for state academic standards

and related benchmarks, consistent with this subdivision. During each review cycle, the

commissioner also must examine the alignment of each required academic standard and

related benchmark with the knowledge and skills students need for college readiness and

advanced work in the particular subject area.

(b) The commissioner in the 2006-2007 school year must revise and align the state’s

“academic standards and high school graduation requirements in mathematics to require
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that students satisfactorily complete the revised mathematics standards, beginning in the

2010-2011 school year. Under the revised standards:

(1) students must satisfactorily comple_‘,te an algebra I credit by the end of eighth

grade; and
(2) students scheduled to graduate in the 2014-2015 school vear or later must

satisfactorily complete an algebra II credit or its equivalent.

The commissioner also must ensure that the statewide mathematics assessments

administered to students in grades 3 through 8 and 11 beginning in the 2010-2011 school

" year are aligned with the state academic standards in mathematics. The statewide 11th

orade math test administered to students under clause (2) beginning in the 2013-2014

school year must include algebra II test items that are aliecned with corresponding state

academic standards in mathematics. The commissioner must implement a review of the

academic standards and related benchmarks in mathematics beginning in the 2015-2016

school year.

(c) The commissioner in the 2007-2008 school year must revise and align the state’s

academic standards and high school graduation requirements in the arts to require that

students satisfactorily complete the revised arts standards beginning in the 2010-2011

school year. The commissioner must implement a review of the academic standards and

related benchmarks in arts beginning in the 2016-2017 school vear.

(d) The commissioner in the 2008-2009 school year must revise and align the state’s

academic standards and high school graduation requirements in science to requife that

students satisfactorily complete the revised science standardé, beginhing in the 2011-2012

school year. Under the revised standards, students scheduled to graduate in the 2014-2015

school vear or later must satisfactorily complete a chemistry or physics credit. The

commissioner must implement a review of the academic standards and related benchmarks

in science beginning in the 2017-2018 school vear.

(e) The commissioner in the 2009-2010 school vear must revise and align the state’s

academic standards and high school graduation requirements in language arts to require

that students satisfactorily complete the revised language arts standards beginning in the

2012-2013 school year. The commissioner must implement a review of the academic

standards and related benchmarks in language arts beginning in the 2018-2019 school year.

(f) The commissioner in the 2010-2011 school year must revise and align the state’s

academic standards and high school graduation requirements in social studies to require

that students satisfactorily complete the revised social studies standards beginning in the

2013-2014 school year. The commissioner must implement a review of the academic

standards and related benchmarks in social studies beginning in the 2019-2020 school year.
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(2) School districts and charter schools must revise and aliegn local academic

standards and high school graduation requirements in health, physical education, world

languages and career and technical education to require students to complete the revised

standards beginning in a school Veér determined by the school district or charter school.

. School districts and charter schools must formally establish a periodic review cycle for the

academic standards and related benchmarks in health, physical education, world languages

and career and technical education.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 120B.024, is amended to read:

120B.024 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS; COURSE CREDITS;
STUDENT TRANSFERS. '

(a) Students beginning 9th grade in the 2004-2005 school year and later must
successfully complete the following high school level course credits for graduation:

(1) four credits of language arts;

(2) three credits of mathematics, encompassing at least algebra, geometry, statistics,

and probability sufficient to satisfy the academic standard and beginning the 2010-2011

school year for students scheduled to graduate in the 2014-2015 school vear or later, one

algebra II credit or its equivalent;

(3) three credits of science, including at least one credit in biology and for the

2011-2012 school vear and later, one credit in chemistry or physics;

(4) three and one-half credits of social studies, encompassing at least United
States history, geography, government and citizenship, world history, and economics or
three credits of social studies encompassing at least United States history, geography,
government and citizenship, and world history, and one-half credit of economics taught in

a school’s social studies, agriculture education, or business department;

(5) one credit in the arts; and

(6) one-half credit in physical education and one-half credit in health education; and

(7) a minimum of seven six elective course credits.
(b) A course credit is equivalent to a student successfully completing an academic
year of study or a student mastering the applicable subject matter, as determined by the

local school district.

(c) An agriculture science course may fulfill a science credit requirement under

this section.

(d) A district, area learning center, and charter school must establish processes by

which to transfer as completed:
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(1) those course credit requirements that other school sites within the district or

other public schools verify on transcripts as completed; and

(2) the work that educational institutions outside the state accept for completing the

equivalent of course credit requirements and verify on transcripts as completed.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 120B.131, subdivision 2, is
amended to read: _

Subd.' 2. Reimbursement for examination fees. The state may reimburse

college-level examination program (CLEP) fees for a Minnesota public_or nonpublic

high school student who has sucéessfully completed one or more college-level courses

in high school =

subject matter of each examination in the following subjects: composition and literature,

mathematics and science, social sciences and history, foreign languages, and business and
humanities. The state may reimburse each suceessfut student for up to six examinétion
feeé . The commissioner shall establish application procedures and a process and schedule
for fee reimbursements. The commissioner must give priority to reimburse the CLEP

examination fees of students of low-income families.

Sec. 7. [121A.02] SCHOOL SAFETY. |
Subdivision 1. School safety advisory council. A School Safety Advisory Council

is established under section 15.059. The advisory council is composed of 12 members

representing law enforcement agencies, mental health services, substance abuse services,

faith communities, school administrators, students, and school athletic departments and

extracurricular organizations. The members of the council shall be appointed by the

commissioner and must be from geographically diverse regions of the state.

Subd. 2. Duties. The advisory council shall advise the commissioner on issues

related to school safety. The advisory council, in cooperation with the commissioner,

shall make recommendations for the creation of a Center for School Safety for the state

that serves as the central point for the collection and dissemination of information about

successful school safety programs, provide services to schools to assess current school

environments, and provide materials, training, and technical assistance.

Subd. 3. Center for school safety. Consistent with the recommendations of

the advisory council, the commissioner shall establish the Center for School Safety.

The advisory council shall continue to advise the commissioner and the center on its

operations. The Center for School Safety shall, at a minimum:

(1) establish a clearinghouse for information and materials conceming school safety;
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(2) provide safe school assessments;

(3) provide training and technical assistance customized to individual school needs

for school staff, students, and parents:

(4) provide services to enhance school climate;

(5) coordinate school efforts with the broader community; and

(6) evaluate and report on the implementation and effectiveness of the services

provided by the center.

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 121A.035, is amended to read:
121A.035 CRISIS MANAGEMENT POLICY.

Subdivision 1. Model policy. By Becember+1999;-The commissioner shall

maintain and make available to school boards and charter schools a model crisis

management policy that includes, among other items, school lock-down and tornado drills,

consistent with subdivision 2, and school fire drills under section 299F.30.
Subd. 2. School district and charter school policy. 'By—}u-l-y-}-ﬁeee,—A school

board and a charter school must adopt a dtstriet crisis management policy to address

potential violent crisis situations in the district or charter school. The policy must be

developed imeonsultation_cooperatively with administrators, teachers, employees,

students, parents, community members, law enforcement agencies, other emergency

management officials, county attorney offices, social service agencies, emergency medical

responders, and any other appropriate individuals or organizations._The policy must

include at least five school lock-down drills, five school fire drills consistent with section

299F.30, and one tornado drill.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for the 2006-2007 school year and

later.

Sec. 9. [121A.231] COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY LIFE AND SEXUALITY
EDUCATION PROGRAMS. ‘

Subdivision 1. Definitions. (a) "Comprehensive family life and sexuality education"

means education in grades 7 through 12 that:

(1) respects community values and encourages family communication;

(2) develops skills in communication, decision making, and conflict resolution:

(3) contributes to healthy relationships;

(4) provides human development and sexuality education that is age appropriate

and medically accurate;
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9.1 (5) includes an abstinence-first approach to delaying initiation of sexual activity that
9.2 emphasizes abstinence while also including education about the use of protection and

b contraception; and |

9.4 " (6) promotes individual responsibility.

- 95 - (b) "Age appropriate" refers to topics, messages, and teaching methods suitable to
9.6 particular ages or age groups of children and adolescents, based on developing cognitive,
9.7 emotional, and behavioral capacity typical for thé age or age group.

9.8 (c) "Medically accurate" means verified or suppdrted by research conducted in
9.9 compliance with scientific methods and published in peer-reviewed journals, where

9.10 appropriate, and recognized as accurate and objective by professional organizations

9.11 and agencies in the relevant field, such as the federal Centers for Disease Control

9.12 and Prevention, the Anierican Public Health Association, the American‘Academy of

9" Pediatrics, or the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.

9.14 - Subd. 2. Curriculum requirements. (a) A school district may offer and may

9.15 independently establish policies, procedures, curriculum, and services for providing

9.16 comprehensive family life and sexuality education that is age appropriate and medically

9.17 accurate for kindergarten through grade 6.

9.18 (b) A school district must offer and may independently establish policies, procedures,

9.19 curriculum, and services for providing comprehensive family life and sexuality education

9.20 that is age appropriate and medically accurate for grades 7 through 12.

9.21 Subd. 3. Notice and parental options. (a) It is the legislature’s intent to encourage

9.22 pupils to communicate with their parents or guardians about human sexuality and to respect

9.2 rights of parents or guardians to supervise their children’s education on these subjects.

9.z (b) Parents or guardians may excuse their children from all or part of a

925 comprehensive family life and sexuality education program.

9.26 (c) A school district must establish procedures for providing parents or guardians

9.27 reasonable notice with the following information:

9.28 - (1) if the district is' offering a comprehensive family life and sexuality education

9.29 program to the parents’ or guardians’ child during the course of the year;

9.30 (2) how the parents or guardians may inspect the written and audio/visual

9.31 educational materials used in the program and the process for inspection;

9.32 (3) if the program is presented by school district personnel or outside consultants,

933 and if outside consultants are used, who they may be; and

9. - (4) parents’ or guardians’ right to choose not to have their child participate in the

9.35 program and the procedure for exercising that right.
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(d) A school district must establish procedures for reasonably restricting the

availability of written and audio/visual educational materials from public view of students

who have been excused from all or part of a comprehensive fé.mily life and sexuality

education program at the request of a parent or guardian.

Subd. 4. Assistance to school districts. (a) The Department of Education may

offer services to school districts to help them implement effective comprehensive family

life and sexuality education programs. In providing these services, the department may

contract with a school district, or a school district in partnership with a local health agency

or a nonprofit organization, to establish up to eight regional training sites, taking into

account geographical balance, to provide:

(1) training for teachers, parents, and community members in the development of

comprehensive family life and sexuality education curriculum or services and in planning

for monitoring and evaluation activities;

(2) resource staff persons to provide expert training, curriculum development and

implementation, and evaluation services;

(3) technical assistance to promote and coordinate community, parent, and youth

forums in communities identified as having high needs for comprehensive family life

and sexuality education;

(4) technical assistance for issue management and policy development training for

school boards, superintendents, principals, and administrators across the state:; and

(5) funding for grants to school-based comprehensive family life and sexuality

education programs to promote innovation and to recognize outstanding performance and

promote replication of demonstrably effective strategies.

(b) Technical assistance provided by the department to school districts or régional

training sites may:

(1) promote instruction and use of materials that are age appropriate:

(2) provide information that is medically accurate and objective:

(3) provide instruction and promote use of materials that are respectful of marriage

and commitments in relationships:

(4) provide instruction and promote use of materials that are appropriate for use

with pupils and family experiénces based on race, gender, sexual orientation, ethnic

- and cultural background, and appropriately accommodate alternative learning based on

language or disability;

(5) provide instruction and promote use of materials that encourage pupils to

communicate with their parents or guardians about human sexuality;

10
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(6) provide instruction and promote use of age-appropriate materials that teach

abstinence from sexual intercourse as the only certain way to prevent unintended

pregnancy or sexually transmitted infections, including HIV, and provide information

about the role and value of abstinence while also providing medically accurate information

on other methods of preventing and reducing risk for unintended pregnancy and sexually

transmitted infections;

(7) provide instruction and promote use of age-appropriate materials that are

medically accurate in explaining transmission modes, risks, symptoms, and treatments for

sexually transmitted infections, including HIV;

(8) provide instruction and promote use of age-appropriate materials that address

varied societal views on sexuality, sexual behaviors, pregnancy, and sexually transmitted

infections, including HIV, in an age-appropriate manner;

(9) provide instruction and promote use of age-appropriate materials that provide

" information about the éffectiveness and safety of all FDA-approved methods for

preventing and reducing risk for unintended pregnancy and sexually transmitted

infections, including HIV;

(10) provide instruction and promote use of age-appropriate materials that provide

instruction in skills for making and implementing responsible decisions about sexuality;

(11) provide instruction and promote use of age-appropriate materials that provide

instruction in skills for making and implementing responsible decisions about finding and

using health services:; and

(12) provide instruction and promote use of age-appropriate materials that do not

teach or promote religious doctrine nor reflect or promote bias against any person on the

basis of any category protected under the Minnesota Human Rights Act, chapter 363A.

Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 122A.09, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. License and rules. (a) The board must adopt rules to license public school
teachers and interns subject to chapter 14.

(b) The board must adopt rules requiring a person to successfully complete a skills
examination in reading, writing, and mathematics as a requirement for initial teacher
licensure. Such rules must require college and universities offering a board-approved
teacher preparation program to provide remedial assistance to persons who did not
achieve a qualifying score on the skills.examination, including those for whom English is
a second language.

(c) The board must adopt rules to approve teacher preparation programs. The board,
upon the request of a postsecondary student preparing for teacher licensure or a licensed

graduate of a teacher preparation program, shall assist in resolving a dispute between the

11
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person and a postsecondary institution providing a teacher preparation program when the
dispute involves an institution’s recommendation for licensure affecting the person or the
person’s credentials. At the board’s discretion, assistance may include the applicétion
of chapter 14. |

(d) The board must provide the leadership and shall adopt rules for the redesign of
teacher education programs to implement a research based, results-oriented curriculum that
focuses on the skills teachers need in order to be effective. The board shall implement new
systems of teacher preparation program evaluation to assure program effectiveness based
on proficiency of graduates in demonstrating attainment of program outcomes._The board

must require that persons enrolled in a teacher preparation program receive instruction

in historical and cultural competencies related to Minnesota American Indian tribes and

communities and their contributions to Minnesota, consistent with sections 124D.71 to

124D.82. The competencies related to Minnesota American Indian tribes and communities

must include, among other components, standards for instructional practices most effective

for successfully teaching elementary and secondary American Indian students.

(e) The board must adopt rules requiring successful completion of an examination
of general pedagogical knowledge and examinations of licensure-specific teaching
skills. The rules shall be effective on the dates determined‘by the board but not later
than September 1, 2001.

(f) The board must adopt rules requiring teacher educators to work directly with
elementary or secondary school teachers in elementary or secondary schools to obtain
periodic exposure to the elementary or secondary teaching environment.

(g) The board must grant licenses to interns and to candidates for initial licenses.

(h) The board must design and implement an assessment system which requires a
candidate for an initial license and first continuing licénse to demonstrate the abilities
necessary to perform selected, representative teaching tasks at appropriate levels.

(i) The board must receive recommendations from local committees as established
by the board for the renéwal of teaching licenses.

() The board must grant life licenses to those who qualify according to requirements
established by the board, and suspend or revoke licenses pursuant to sections 122A.20 and.
214.10. The board must not establish any expifation date for application for life licenses.

(k) The board must adopt rules that require all licensed teachers who are renewing

" their continuing license to include in their renewal requirements further preparation in

- the areas of using positive behavior interventions and in accommodating, modifying, and

adapting curricula, materials, and strategies to appropriately meet the needs of individual

students and ensure adequate progress toward the state’s graduation rule.

12
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(D) In adopting rules to license public school teachers who provide health-related
services for disabled children, the board shall adopt rules consistent with license or
registration requirements of the commissioner of health and the health-related boards who
license personnel who perform similar services outside of the school.

(m) The board must adopt rules that require all licensed teachers who are renewing
their continuing license to include in their renewal requirements further reading
preparation, consistent with section 122A.06, subdivision 4. The rules do not take effect
until they are approved by law. Teachers who do not provide direct instruction including, at
least, counselors, school psychologists, school nurses, school social workers, audiovisual
directors and coordinators, and recreation personnel are exempt from this section.

(n) The board must adopt rules that require all licensed teachers who are renewing
their continuing license to include in their renewal requirements further preparation
in understanding the key warning signs of early-onset mental illness in children and
adolescents..

(0) The board must adopt rules to include instruction and other development

activities to improve the understanding and effective instruction of and communication

with Minnesota American Indian tribes and communities, consistent with paragraph (d)

and sections 124D.71 to 124D.82, in the 125 clock hours of professional development that

teachers must complete to renew their professional teaching license.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for the 2006-2007 school vear and

later.
Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 122A.414, subdivision 2b,
is amended to read:

Subd. 2b. Approval process. (a) Consistent with the requirements of this section
and sections 122A.413 and 122A 415, the department must prepare and transmit to
interested school districts, intermediate school districts, school sites, and charter schools
a standard form for applying to participate in the alternative teacher professional pay
system. An interested school district, intermediate school district, school site, or charter
school must submit to the commissioner a completed application executed by the district
superintendent and the exclusive bargaining representative of the teachers if the applicant
is a school district, intermediate school district, or school site, or executed by the charter
school board of directors if the applicant is a charter school. The application must include
the proposed alternative teacher professional pay system agreement under subdivision
2. The department must convene a review committee that at least includes teachers and
administrators within 30 days of receiving a completed application to recommend to

the commissioner whether to approve or disapprove the application. The commissioner

13
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must approve applications on a first-come, first-served basis. The applicant’s alternative
teacher professional pay system agreement must be legally binding on the applicant
and the collective bargaining representative before the applicant receives alternative |
compensation revenue. The commissioner must approve or disapprove an application.

based solely on the explicit requirements under subdivisions 2 and 2a and may not impose

any other conditions for approval.

(b) If the commissioner disapproves an application, the commissioner must give the
applicant timely noticé of the specific reasons in detail for disapproving the application.
The applicaﬁt may revise and resubmit its application and related documents to the
commissioner within 30 days of receiving notice of the commissioner’s disapproval and
the commissioner must approve or disapprove the revised application, consistent with this
subdivision. Applications that are revised and then approved are considered submitted on
the date the applicant initially submitted the application.

Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplemeﬁt, section 122A.414, subdivision 3,
is amended to read:

Subd. 3. Report; continued funding. (a) Participating districts, intermediate
school districts, school sites, and charter schools must report on the implementation and
effectiveness of the alternative teacher professional pay system, particularly addressing
each requirement under subdivision 2 and make annual recommendations by June 15 to
their school boards. The school board or board of directors shall transmit a copy of the
report with a summary of the findings and recommendations of the district, intermediate
school district, school site, or charter school to the commissioner.

(b) If the commissioner determines that a school district, intermediate school district,
school site, or charter school that receives alternative teacher compensation revenue is not
complying with the requirements of this section, the commissioner may withhold funding
from that participant. Before making the determination, the commissioner must notify the
participant of any deficiencies and provide the participant an opportunity to comply.

(c) The commissioner’s review and evaluation of an alternative teacher professional

pay system must be judged relative to the participant’s approved plan and may not impose

any criteria other than are contained in the plan or the explicit requirements of this section.

Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 123B.90, subdivision 2, is amended to read:
Subd. 2. Student training. (a) Each district must provide public school pupils
enrolled in kindergarten through grade 10 with age-appropriate school bus safety training,
as described in this section, of the following concepts:
(1) transportation by school bus is a privilege and not a right;

(2) district policies for student conduct and school bus safety;

14
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(3) appropriate conduct while on the school bus;

(4) the danger zones surrounding a school bus;

(5) procedures for safely boarding and leaving a school bus;

(6) procedures for safe street or road crossing§ and

(7) school bus evacuation.

(b) Each nonpublic school located within the district must provide all nonpublic
school pupils enrolled in kindergarten through grade 10 who are transported by school
bus at public expense and attend school within the district’s boundaries with training as
required in paragraph (a).

(c) Students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 6 who are transported by school
bus and are enrolled during the first or second week of school must receive the school bus
safety training competencies by the end of the third week of school. Students enrolled in
grades 7 through 10 who are transported by school bils and are enrolled during the first or
second week of school and have not previously received school bus safety training must
receive the training or receive bus safety instructional materials by the end of the sixth
week of school. Students taking-drt

grades9-and ggA ade 9 or 10 must receive training in the laws and proper procedures when
operating a motor vehicle in the vicinity of a school bus. Students enrolled in kindergarten
through grade 10 who enroll in a school after the second week of school and are
transported by school bus and have not received training in their previous school district
shall undergo school bus safety training or receive bus safety instructional materials
within four weeks of the first day of attendance. Upon request of the superintendent

of schools, the school transportation safety director in each district must certify to the
superintendent of-schoots-annually that all students transported by school bus within
the district have received the school bus safety training according to this section. Upon

request of the superintendent of the school district where the nonpublic school is located,
the principal or other chief administrator of each nonpublic school must certify annually to
the school transportation safety director of the district in which the school is located that

the school’s students transported by school bus at public expense have received training
according to this section. '

(d) A district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school bus at
public expense may provide kindergarten pupils with bus safety training before the first
day of school. \ '

(€) A district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school bus at
public expénse may also provide student safety education for bicycling and pedestrian
safety, for students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 5.

15
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(D) A district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school bus at
public expense must make reasonable accommodations for the school bus safety training
of pupils known to speak English as a second language andA pupils with disabilities.

(g) The district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school bus at
public expense must provide students enrolled in kindergarten through grade 3 school bus
safety training twice during the school year.

(h) A district and a nonpublic school with students transported by school bus at public

expense must conduct a school bus evacuation drill at least once during the school year.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2006.

Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 123B.91, is amended by adding a
subdivision to read:

Subd. 1a. Compliance by nonpublic and charter school students. A nonpublic or

charter school student transported by a public school district shall comply with student bus

conduct and student bus discipline policies of the transporting public school district.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2006.

Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 123B.92, subdivision 1, is
amended to read: :

Subdivision 1. Definitions. For purposes of this section and section 125A.76, the
terms defined in this subdivision have the meanings given to them.

(a) "Actual expenditure per pupil traﬂsported in the regular and excess transportation
categories" means the quotient obtained by dividing:

(1) the sum of:

(1) all expenditures for transportation in the regular category, as defined in paragraph
(b), clause (1), and the excess category, as defined in par_agraph (b), clause (2), plus

(ii) an amount equal to one year’s depreciation on the district’s school bus fleet
and mobile units computed on a straight line basis at the rate of 15 percent per year for
districts operating a program under section 124D.128 for grades 1 to 12 for all students in
the district and 12-1/2 percent per year for other districts of the cost of the fleet, plus

(iii) an amount equal to one year’s depreciation on the district’s type three school
buses, as defined in section 169.01, subdivision 6, clause (5), which must be used a
majority of the time for pupil transportation purposes, computed on a straight line basis at
the rate of 20 percent per year of the cost of the type three school buses by:

(2) the number of pupils eligible for transportation in the regular category, as defined
in paragraph (b), clause (1), and the excess category, as defined in paragraph (b), clause (2).
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(b) "Tranéportation category" means a category of transportation service provided to
pupils as follows:

(1) Regular transportation is:

(i) transportation to and from school during the regular school year for resident

elementary pupils residing one mile or more from the public or nonpublic school they

- attend, and resident secondary pupils residing two miles or more from the public

or nonpublic school they attend, excluding desegregation transportation and noon
kindergarten transportation; but with respect to transportation of pupils to and from
nonpublic schools, only to the extent permitted by sections 123B.84 to 123B.87;

(i1) transportation of resident pupils to and from language immersion programs;

(iii) transportation of a pupil who is a custodial parent and that pupil’s child between
the pupil’s home and the child care provider and between the provider and the school, if
the home and provider are within the attendance area of the school,;

@iv) transportatioh to and from or board and lodging in another district, of resident
pupils of a district without a secondary school; and |

(v) transportation to and from school during the regular school year required under
subdivision 3 for nonresident eleméntary pupils when the distance from the attendance
area border to the public school is one mile or more, and for nonresident secondary pupils
when the distance from the attcndanée area border to the public school is two miles or
more, excluding desegregation transportation and noon kindergarten transportation.

For the purposes of this paragraph, a district may designate a licensed day care

facility, school day care facility, respite care facility, the residence of a relative, or the

residence of a person chosen by the pupil’s parent or guardian as the home of a pupil for
part or all of the day, if requested by the pupil’s parent or guardian, and if that facility or
residence is within the attendénce area of the school the pﬁpil attends.

(2) Excess transportation is:

(i) transportation to and from school during the regular school year for resident
secondary pupils residing at least one mile but less than two miles from the public or
nonpublic school they attend, and transportation to and from school for resident pupils
residing less than one mile from school who are transported because of extraordinary
traffic, drug, or crime hazards; and |

(i) transportation to and from school during the regular school year required under
subdivision 3 for nonresident secondary pupils when the distance from the attendance area
border to the school is at least one mile but less than two miles from the public school

they attend, and for nonresident pupils when the distance from the attendance area border

17
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18.1 to the school is less than one mile from the school and who are transported because of
18.2 extraordinary traffic, drug, or crime hazards. ’ o
183 (3) Desegregation transportation is transportation within and outside of the district
184  during the regular school year of pupils to and from schools located outside their normal
185 attendance areas under a plan for desegregation mandated by the commissioner or under
18.6 court order.
18.7 (4) "Transportation services for pupils with disabilities" is:
18.8 (1) transportation of pupils with disabilities who cannot be transported on a regular
18.9 school bus between home or a respite care facility and school;
18.10 (ii) necessary transportation of pupils with disabilities from home or from school to
18.11  other buildings, including centers such as developmental achievement centers, hospitals,
18.12  and treatment centers where special instruction or services required by sections 125A.03
18.13  to 125A.24, 125A.26 to 125A.48, and 125A.65 are provided, within or outside the district
18.14  where services are provided;
18.15 (iii) necessary transportation for resident pupils with disabilities required by sections
18.16 125A.12, and 125A.26 to 125A.48;
18.17 (iv) board and lodging for pupils with disabilities in a district maintaining special
1818 classes; | |
18.19 (v) transportation from one educational facility to another within the district for
1820 resident pupils enrolled on a shared-time basis in educational programs, and necessary
1821  transportation required by sections 125A.18, and 125A.26 to 125A.48, for resident pupils
1822  with disabilities who are provided special instruction and services on a shared-time basis
1823  or if resident pupils are not transported, the costs of necessary travel between public -
1824  and private schools or neutral instructional sites by essential personnel employed by the
1825  district’s program for children with a disability;
18.26 (vi) transportation for resident pupils with disabilities to and from board and lodging
1827  facilities when the pupil is boarded and lodged for educational purposes; and
18.28 (vii) services deécribed in clauses (i) to (vi), when provided for pupils with
1829  disabilities in conjunction with a summer instructional program that relates to the pupil’s
1830  individual education plan or in conjunction with a learning year program established
1831  under section 124D.128.
1832 For purpbses of computing special education base revenue under section 125A.76,
18.33 - subdivision 2, the cost of providing transportation for children with disabilities includes
1834 (A) the additiohal cost of transporting a homeless student from a temporary nonshelter
1835  home in another district to the school of origin, or a formerly homeless student frorﬁ a

1836  permanent home in another district to the school of origin but only through the end of the
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academic year; and (B) depreciation on district-owned school buses purchased after July 1,
2005, and used primarily for transportation of pupils with disabilities, calculated according
to paragraph (a), clauses (i) and (iii). Depreciation costs included in the disabled
transportation category must be excluded in calculating the actual expenditure per pupil
transported in the regular and excess transportation categories according to paragraph (a).

(5) "Nonpublic nonregular transportation” is:

(i) transportation from one educational facility to another within the district for
resident pupils enrolled on a shared-time basis in educational programs, excluding
transportation for nonpubﬁc pupils with disabilities under clause (4);

(ii) transportation within district boundaries between a nonpublic school and a
public school or a neutral site for nonpublic school pupils who are provided pupil support
services pursuant to section 123B.44; and

(iii) late transportation home from school or between schools within a district for
nonpublic school pupils involved in after-school activities. |

‘ (c) "Mobile unit" means a vehicle or trailer designed to provide facilities for
educational programs and services, including diagnostic testing, guidance and counseling

services, and health services. A mobile unit located off nonpublic school premises is a

neutral site as defined in section 123B.41, subdivision 13.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2006.

Sec. 16. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 123B.92, subdivision 5, is
amended to read:

Subd. 5. District reports. (a) Each district must report data to the department as
required by the department to account for transportation expenditures. A

(b) Salaries and fringe benefits of district employees whose primary duties are
other than transportation, including central office administrators and staff, building
administrators and staff, teachers, social workers, school nurses, and instructional aides,
must not be included in a district’s transportation expenditures, except that a district may
include salaries and beﬁeﬁts according to paragraph (c) for (1) an employee designated
as the district transportation director, (2) an employee providing direct support to the
transportation director, or (3) an employeéproviding direct transportation services such as
a bus driver or bus aide.

(c) Salaries and fringe benefits of other the district employees listed in paragraph

(b), clauses (1), (2), and (3),' who work part time in transportation and part time in other

-areas must not be included in a district’s transportation expenditures unless the district

maintains documentation of the employee’s time spent on pupil transportation matters in |

the form and manner prescribed by the department.
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(d) Pupil transportation expenditures, excluding expenditures for capital outlay,
leased buses, student board and lodging, crossing guards, and aides oh buses, must
be allocated among transportation categories based on cost-per-mile, cost-per-student,
cost-per-hour, or cost-per-route, regardless of whether the t;ansportation services are

provided on district-owned or contractor-owned school buses. Districts using contracted

services will be exempt from the standard cost allocation method for authorized categories

if the district’s cost-per-mile, cost-per-hour, or cost-per-route for authorized categories

does not vary more than 15 percent among authorized categories, excluding salaries and

fringe benefits of bus aides. Both district-owned and contractor-owned operations shall

report a cost-per-mile, cost-per-hour, or cost-per-route for nonauthorized categories that is

within 15 percent of what is used for authorized categories, excluding salaries and fringe

benefits of bus aides. If the costs reported by either district-owned or contractor-owned

operations vary more than the parameters outlined above, the department can require

the district to reallocate its transportation costs among categories. Expenditures for

school bus driver salaries and fringe benefits may either be directly charged to the
appropriate transportation category or may be allocated among transportation categories
based on cost-per-mile, cost-per-student, cost-per-hour, or cost-per-route. Expenditures
by private contractors or individuals who provide transportation exclusively in one
transportation category must be charged directly to the appropriate transportation category.
Transportation services provided by pontractor—owned school bus companies incorporated
under different names but owned by the same individual or group of individuals must be

treated as the same company for cost allocation purposes.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for fiscal year 2006.

Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 124D.095, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Authorization; notice; limitations on énrollment. (a) A student may

apply to an on-line learning provider to enroll in on-line learning. A student age 17 or
younger must have the written consent of a parent or guardian to apply. No school district
or charter school may prohibit a student from applying to enroll in on-line learning. An
on-line learning provider that accepts a student under this section must, within ten days,
notify the student and the enrolling district if the enrolling district is not the on-line
learning provider. The notice must report the student’s course or program and hours
of instruction.

(b) An on-line learning student must notify the enrolling district at least 36 45

days before taking an on-line learning course or program-if-the-enroHingdistrictisnot
providing-the-on=linetearning. An on-line learning provider must notify the commissioner
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that it is delivering on-line learning and report the number of on-line learning students it is
accepting and the on-line learning courses and programs it is delivering. |

(c) An on-line learning provider may limit enrollment if the provider’s school board
or board of directors adopts by resolution specific standards for accepting and rejecting
students’ applications. |

(d) An enrolling district may reduce an on-line learning student’s regular classroom
instructional membership in proportion to the student’s membership in on-line learning
courses.

Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 124D.095, subdivision 4,
is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Online learning parameters. (a) An online learning student must receive
academic credit for completing the requirements of an online learning course or program.
Secondary credits granted to an online learning student must be counted toward the
graduation and credit requirements of the enrolling district. The enrolling district must
apply the same graduation requirements to all students, including online learning students,
and must continue to provide nonacademic services to online learning students. If a
student completes an online learning course or program that meets or exceeds a graduation
standard or grade progression requirement at the enrolling district, that standard or
requiremént is ﬁlet. The enrolling district must use the same criteria for accepting online
learning credits or courses as it does for accepting credits or courses for transfer students
under section 124D.03, subdivision 9. The enrolling district may reduce the teacher
contact time of an online learning student in proportion to the number of online learning
courses the student takes from an online learning provider that is not the enrolling district.

(b) An online learning student may:

(1) enroll during a single school year in a maximum of 12 semester-long courses or
their equivalent delivered by an online learning provider or the enrolling district;

(2) complete course work at a grade level that is different from the student’s current
grade level; and

(3) enroll in additional courses with the online learning provider under a separate

agreement that includes terms for payment of any tuition or course fees.

td) (c) An online learning student has the same access to the computer hardware
and education software available in a school as all other students in the enrolling district.

An online learning provider must assist an online learning student whose family qualifies ‘
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for the education tax credit under section 290.0674 to acquire computer hardware and
educational software for online learning purposes.

ey (d) An enrolling district may offer online learning to its enrolled students.
Such online learning does not generate online learning funds under this section. An
enrolling district that offers online learning only to its enrolled students is not subject
to the reporting requirements or review criteria under subdivision 7. A teacher with a
Minnesota license must assemble and deliver instruction to enrolled students receiving
online learning from an enrolling district. The delivery of instruction occurs when the
student interacts with the computer or the teacher and receives ongoing assistance and
assessment of learning. The instruction may include curriculum developed by persons
other than a teacher with a Minnesota license.

€6 (e) An online learning provider that is not the enrolling district is subject to
the reporting requirements and review criteria under subdivision 7. A teacher with a
Minnesota license must assemble and deliver instruction to online learning students. The
delivery of instruction occurs when the student interacts with the computer or the teacher
and receives ongoing assistance and assessment of learning. The instruction may include
curriculum developed by persons other than a teacher with a Minnesota license. Unless
the commissioner grants a waiver, a teacher providing online learning instruction must not

instruct more than 40 students in any one online learning course or program.

Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 124D.10, subdivision 16, is amended to read:
Subd. 16. Transportation. (a) ByJulytofcach year;acharterschoot A charter

school after its first fiscal year of operation by March 1 of each fiscal year and a charter

‘school by July 1 of its first fiscal year of operation must notify the district in which the

school is located and the Department of Education if it will provide transpertatten—for

pupilsenroted-inthe-schoot its own transportation or use the transportation services of the
district in which it is located for the fiscal year.

(b) If a charter school elects to provide transportation for pupils, the transportation
must be provided by the charter school within the district in which the charter school is
located. The state must pay transportation aid to the charter school according to séétion
124D.11, subdivision 2.

For pupils who reside outside the district in which the chartér school is located, the
charter school is not required to provide or pay for transportation between the pupil’s
residence and the border of the district in which the charter school is located. A parent
may be reimbursed by the charter school for costs of transportation from the pupil’s
residence to the border of the district in which the charter school is located if the pupil is

from a family whose income is at or below the poverty level, as determined by the federal
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government. The reimbursement may not exceed the pupil’s actual cost of transportation -
or 15 cents per mile traveled, whichever is less. Reimbursement may not be paid for
more than 250 miles per week.

At the time a pupil enrolls in a charter school, the charter school must provide the
parent or guardian with information regarding the transportation.

©Ifa éharter school does not elect to provide transportation, transportation for
pupils enrblled at the school must be provided by the district in which the school is
located, according to sections 123B.88, subdivision 6, and 124D.03, subdivision 8,'for a
pupil residing in the same district in which the charter school is located. Transportation
may be provided by the district in which the school is located, according to sections
123B.88, subdivision 6, and 124D.03, subdivision 8, for a pupil residing in a different
district. If the district provides the transportation, the scheduling of routes, manner and
method of transportation, control and discipline of the pupils, and any other matter relating
to the transportation of pupils under this paragraph shall be within the sole discretion,

control, and management of the district.

Sec. 20. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 124D.61, is amended to read:
124D.61 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR PROGRAMS.

A district swht

enrolls one or more children of limited English proficiency must implement an educational

program that includes at a minimum the following pregrant requirements:

(1) identification and reclassification criteria for children of limited English

proficiency and program entrance and exit criteria for children with limited English

- proficiency must be documénted by the district, applied uniformly to children of limited

English proficiency, and made available to parents and other stakeholders upon request;

(2) a written plan of services that describes programming by English proficiency

level made available to parents upon request. The plan must articulate the amount and

scope of service offered to children of limited English proficiency through an educational

program for children of limited English proficiency;

(3) professional development opportunities for ESL, bilingual education,

mainstream, and all staff working with children of limited English proficiency which are:

(1) coordinated with the district’s professional development activities; (ii) related to the

needs of children of limited English proficiency; and (iii) ongoing;
(4) to the extent possible, the-distrtet-mmust avoid isolating children of limited English

proficiency for a substantial part of the school day; and
£2)_(5) in predominantly nonverbal subjects, such as art, music, and physical
education, permit pupils of limited English proficiency shalt-be-permitted to participate
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fully and on an equal basis with their contemporaries in public school classes provided
for these subjects. To the extent possible, the district must assure to pupils enrolled in a
program for limited English proficient students an equal and meaningful opportunity to

participate fully with other pupils in all extracurricular activities.

Sec. 21. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 169.01, subdivision 6, is amended to read:

Subd. 6. School bus. "School bus" means a motor vehicle used to transport pupils
to or from a school defined in section 120A.22, or to or from school-related activities, by
the school or a school district, or By someone under an agreement with the school or a
school district. A school bus does not include a motor vehicle transporting children to or
from school for which parents or guardians receive direct compensation from a school
district, a motor coach operating under charter carrier authority, a transit bus providing
services as defined in section 174.22, subdivision 7, a multifunction school activity bus
as defined by federal motor vehicle safety standards, or a vehicle otherwise qualifying
as a type IIT vehicle under paragraph (5), when the vehicle is properly registered and
insured and being driven by an emplpyee or agent of a school district for nonscheduled
or nonregular transportation. A school bus may be type A, type B, type C, or type D, or
type III as follows:

(1) A "type A school bus" is a van conversion or bus constructed utilizing a cutaway
front section vehicle with a left-side driver’s door. Fhe-entrance-doortsbehind-the-front
wheels: This definition includes two classifications: type A-I, with a gross vehicle weight
rating (GVWR) }css-ﬂmoreqvabta—lﬁ;ﬂae_lié_@ pounds _or less; and type A-II, with a
GVWR greater than +6;660 14,500 pounds and less than or equal to 21,500 pounds.

(2) A "type B school bus" is constructed utilizing a stripped chassis. The entrance
door is behind the front wheels. This definition includes two classifications: type B-I,
with a GVWR less than or equal to 10,000 pounds; and type B-II, with a GVWR greater
than 10,000 pounds.

(3) A "type C school bus" is constructed utilizing a chassis with a hood and front

fender assembly. The entrance door is behind the front wheels._A "type C school bus" also

includes a cutaway truck chassis or truck chassis with cab with or without a left side door

and with a GVWR greater than 21,500 pounds.

(4) A "type D school bus" is constructed utilizing a stripped chassis. The entrance
door is ahead of the front wheels. '

(5) Type II school buses and type III Head Start buses are restricted to passenger
cars, station wagons, vans, and buses having a maximum manufacturer’s rated seating
capacity of ten or fewer people, including the driver, and a gross vehicle weight rating of

10,000 pounds or less. In this subdivision, "gross vehicle weight rating" means the value
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specified by the manufacturer as the loaded weight of a single vehicle. A "type III school
bus" and "type III Head Start bus" must not be outwardly equipped and identified as a type
A, B, C, or D school bus or type A, B, C, or D Head Start bus. A van or bus converted to a
seating capacity of ten or fewer and placed in service on or after August 1, 1999, must

have been originally manufactured to comply with the passenger safety standards.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2007.

Sec. 22. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section ‘169.447, subdivision 2, is amended to read:
Subd.\ 2. Driver seat belt. New School buses and Head Start buses manufactured
after December 31, 1994, must be equipped with driver seat belts and seat belt assemblies
of the type described in section 169.685, subdivision 3. Sch(;ol bus drivers and Head

Start bus drivers must use these seat belts.

EFFECTIVE DATE. 'I‘his section is effective July 1, 2006.

Sec. 23. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 169.4501, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
Subdivision 1. National standards adopted. Except as provided in sections
169.4502 and 169.4503, the construction, design, equipment, and color of types A, -
B, C, and D school buses used for the transportation of school children shall meet the
requirements of the "bus chassis standards” and "bus body standards” in the 2666 2005

edition of the "National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures" adopted

- by the National €enference Congress on School Transportation. Except as provided

in section 169.4504, the construction, design, and equipment of types A, B, C, and D
school buses used for the transportation of students with disabilities also shall meet the
requirements of the "specially equipped school bus standards” in the 2666 2005 National
School Transportation Specifications and Procedures. The "bus chassis standards," "bus
body standards,” and "specially equipped school bus standards" sections of the 2666
2005 edition of the "National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures" are

incorporated by reference in this chapter.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2007.

Sec. 24. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 169.4501, subdivision 2, is amended to read:
Subd. 2. Applicability. (a) The standards adopted in this section and sections
169.4502 and 169.4503, govern the construction, design, equipment, and color of school
buses used for the transportation of school children, when owned or leased and operated |
by a school or privately owned or leased and operated under a contract with a school.
Each school, its officers and employees, and each person employed under the contract is

subject to these standards.
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(b) The standards apply to school buses manufactured after Getober-31;-2664

December 31, 2006. Buses complying with the standards when manufactured need not

comply with standards established later except as specifically provided for by law.
(¢) A school bus manufactured on or before ©etober31:-2664 December 31,

2006, must conform to the Minnesota standards in effect on the date the vehicle was
manufactured except as specifically provided for in law.

(d) A new bus body may be remounted on a used chassis provided that the remounted
vehicle meets state and federal standards for new buses which are current at the time of the
remounting. Permission must be obtained from the commissioner of public safety before

the remounting is done. A used bus body may not be remounted on a new or used chassis.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2007.

Sec. 25. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 169.4502, subdivision 5, is amended to read: .

Subd. 5. Electrical system; battery. (a) The storage battery, as established by the
manufacturer’s rating, must be of sufficient capacity to care for starting, lighting, signal
devices, heating, and other electrical equipment. In ‘a bus with a gas-powered chassis, the
battery or batteries must provide a minimum of 800 cold cranking amperes. In a bus
with a diesel-powered chassis, the battery or batteries must provide a minimum of 1050
cold cranking amperes.

(b) In a type B bus with a gross vehicle weight rating of 15,000 pounds or more, and
type C and D buses, the battery shall be temporarily mounted on the chassis frame. The
final location of the battery and the appropriate cable lengths in these buses must comply
with the SBMI design objectives booklet.

(c) All batteries shall be mounted according to chassis manufacturers’
recommendations.

(d) In a type C bus, other than are powered by diesel fuel, a battery providing at least
550 cold cranking amperes may be installed in the engine compartment only if used in
combination with a generator or alternator of at least 26 130 amperes.

(e) A bus with a gross vehicle weight rating of 15,000 pounds or less may be
equipped with a battery to provide a minimum of 550 cold cranking amperes only if used
in combination with an alternator of at least 86 130 amperes. This paragraph does not

apply to those buses with wheelchair lifts or diesel engines.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2007.

Sec. 26. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 169.4503, subdivision 20, is amended to
read:
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Subd. 20. Seat and crash barriers. (a) All restraining barriers and passenger seats
shall be covered with a material that has fire retardant or fire block characterisﬁcs.

(b) All seats must have a minimum cushion depth of 15 inches and a seat back

height of at least 20 inches above the seating reference point.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective January 1, 2007.

Sec. 27. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 171.321, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

Subd. 4. Training. (a) No person shall drive a class A, B, C, or D school bus when
transporting school children to or from school or upon a school-related trip or activity
without having demonstrated sufficient skills and knowledge to transport students in
a safe and legal manner.

(b) A bus driver must have training or experience that allows the driver to meet at
least the following competencies:

(1) safely operate the type of school bus the driver will be driving;

(2) understand student behavior, including issues relating to students with
disabilities;

(3) encourage orderly conduct of students on the bus and handle incidents of |
misconduct appropriately;

(4) know and understand relevant laws, rules of the road, and local school bus
safety policies; |

(5) handle emergency situations; and

(6) safely load and unload students.

(c) The commissioner of public safety shall develop a comprehensive model

school bus driver training program and model assessments for school bus driver traiﬂing

competencies, which are not subject to chapter 14. A school district, nonpublic school, or

private contractor may use alternative assessments for bus driver training competencies

with the approval of the commissioner of public safety. After completion of bus driver

training competencies, a driver may receive at least eight hours of school bus in-service

training any vear, as an alternative to being assessed for bus driver competencies. The

employer shall keep the assessment and a record of the in-service training for the current

period available for inspection by representatives of the commissioner.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2006.

Sec. 28. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 171.321, subdivision 5, is amended to read:
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Subd. 5. Annual evaluation and license verification. (a) A school district,

nonpublic school, or private contractor shall provide in-service training anmtaity by June

30 of each year to each school bus driver.

(b) A school district, nonpublic school, or private contractor shall annualty by June
30 of each year verify the validity of the driver’s license of each employee who regularly

transports students for the district in a type A school bus, a type B school bus, a type C
school bus, or type D school bus, or regularly transports students for the district in a type
HI vehicle with the National Driver Register or with the Department of Public Safety.

(c) Members of a nonprofit bus drivers’ trade association under private contract

with an independent séhool district shall not be charged a fee greater than the fee, if any,

imposed upon an independent school district for accessmg an emplovee’s driver’s hcense

records from the Department of Public Safety in compliance with this section.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective July 1, 2006.

Sec. 29. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 299F.30, is amended to read:
299F.30 FIRE DRILL IN SCHOOL; DOORS AND EXITS.

~Subdivision 1. Duties of fire marshal. Consistent with section 121A.035 and this

section, it shall be the duty of the state fire marshal, deputies and assistants, to require
public and private schools and educational institutions to have atteastnine fire drills each
school year and to keep all doors and exits unlocked from the inside of the building during

school hours. The fire marshal must require private schools and educational institutions

not subject to section 121A.035 to have at least one fire drill each month during the school

year.

Subd. 2. Fire drill. Each superintendent, principal or other person in charge of a
public or private school, educational institution, children’s home or orphanage housing 20
or more students or other persons, shall instruct and train such students or othervpersons to
quickly and expeditiously quit the premises in case of fire or other emergency by means of
drills or rapid dismissals atteast-once-each-month while such school, institution, home or
orphanage is in operation. Records of such drills shall be posted so that such records are
available for review by the state fire marshal at all times and shall include the drill date
and the time required to evacuate the building.

Subd. 3. School doors and exits. Consistent with section 121A.035 and this

section, each superintendent, principal or other person in charge of a public or private
school, educational institution, children’s home or orphanage shall keep all doors and exits
of such school, institution, home or orphanage unlocked so that persons can leave by such

doors or exits at any time during the hours of normal operation.
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EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for the 2006-2007 school year and

later.

Sec. 30. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 626.556, subdivision 3,is
amended to read:

Subd. 3. Persons mandated to report. (a) Subject to paragraph (c), a person who

knows or has reason to believe a child is being neglected or physically or sexually abused,
as defined in subdivision 2, or has been neglected or physically or sexually abused within
the preceding three years, shall immediately report the information to the local welfare
agency, agency responsible for assessing or investigating the report, police department, or
the county sheriff if the person is:

(1) a professional or professional’s delegate who is engaged in the practice of
the healing arts, social services, hospital administration, psychological or psychiatric
treatment, child care, educatibn, correctional supervision, probation and correctional
services, or law enforcément; or | ‘

(2) employed as a member of the clergy and received the information while
engaged in ministerial duties, provided that a member of the clergy is not required by
this subdivision to report information that is otherwise privileged under section 595.02,
Asu.bdivision 1, paragraph (c).

The police department or the county sheriff, upon receiving a report, shall
immediately notify the local welfare agency or agency responsible for assessing or
investigating the report, orally and in writing. The local welfare agency, or agency
responsible for ass‘essing or investigating the report, upon reéeiving a report, shall
immediately notify the local police department or the county sheriff orally and in writing.
The county sheriff and the head of every local welfare agency, agency responsible for
assessing or investigating reports, and police department shall each designate a person
within their agency, department, or office who is responsible for ensuring that the
notification duties of this paragraph and paragraph (b) are carried out. Nothing in this
subdivision shall be construed to require more than one report from any institution, facility,

school, or agency._If the agency receiving a report determines that it is not responsible for

assessing or investigating the report, the agency shall immediately notify the agency it

- determines is responsible for assessing or investigating the report under this section.

(b) Any person may voluntarily report to the local welfare agency, agency
responsible for assessing or investigating the report, police department, or the county
sheriff if the person knows, has reason to believe, or suspects a child is being or has been
neglected or subjected to physical or sexual abuse. The police department or the county

sheriff, upon receiving a report, shall immediately notify the local welfare agency or
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agency responsi‘ble for assessing or investigating the report, orally and in writing. The
local welfare agency or agency responsible for assessing or investigating the report, upon .
receiving a report, shall immediately notify the local police department or fhe county
sheriff orally and in writing. A
(c) A person mandated to report physical or sexual child abuse or neglect occurring

within a Heensed facility or a school as defined under subdivision 3b, shall report the

information to the agency responsible for licensing the facility under sections 144.50 to

subdtvisten—=+9 or to the agency responsible for assessing or investigating the report, if the

facility is not licensed. A health or corrections agency receiving a report may request the

local welfare agency to provide assistance pursuant to subdivisions 10, 10a, and 10b. A
board or other entity whose licensees perform work within a school facility, upon receiving
a complaint of alleged maltreatment, shall provide information about the circumstances of
the alleged maltreatment to the commissioner of education. Section 13.03, subdivision 4,
applies to data received by the commissioner of education from a licensing entity.

(d) Any person mandated to report shall receive a summary of the disposition of
any report made by that reporter, including whether the case has been opened for child
protection or other services, or if a referral has been made to a community organization,
unless release would be detrimental to the best interests of the child. Any person who is
not mandated to report shall, upon request to the local welfare agency, receive a concise
summary of the disposition of any report made by that reporter, unless release would be
detrimental to the best interests of the child. . —

(e) For purposes of this subdivision, "immediately" means as soon as possible but in

no event longer than 24 hours.

Sec. 31. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 626.556, subdivision 3b, is amended to read:
Subd. 3b. Ageney Dgpartment of Education responsible for assessing or

investigating reports of maltreatment. The Department of Education is the agency
responsible for assessing or investigating allegations of child maltreatment in schools
as defined in sections 126A-085;subdivistons-9;H;and-13+ 120A.05, subdivisions 9,

11, 13, and 17, and 124D.10, unless the alleged maltreatment occurred in a prdgram or

facility licensed by the commissioner of human services. "School" includes a school-age

care program, Head Start program, early childhood family education program, school

district-administered day treatment facility, or other program licensed or administered

by the commissioner of education that provides services for minors and is located in

or operated by a school.
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Sec. 32. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 626.556, subdivision 3c, is amended to read:

Subd. 3c. Agency Local welfare agency, Depaftment of Human Services

or Department of Health responsible for assessing or investigating reports of

5 (a) The county local welfare agency is the agency responsible for assessing or

investigating;:

(1) allegations of maltreatment in child foster care, family child care, and legally
unlicensed child care and in juvenile correctional facilities licensed under section 241.021
located in the local welfare agency’s county;_and

(2) other allegations of maltreatment that are not the responsibility of another agency

under this subdivision or subdivision 3b.

€2y (b) The Department of Human Services is the agency responsible for assessing
or investigating allegations of maltreatment in facilities licensed under chapters 245A and
245B, except for child foster care and family child care;and.

3> (c) The Department of Health is the agency reéponsible fbr assessing or
investigating allegations of child maltreatment in facilities licensed under sections 144.50
to 144.58, and in unlicensed home health care.

Sec. 33. Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 5, article 2, section 84, subdivision

13, is amended to read:

Subd. 13. Examination fees; teacher training and support programs. (a) For
students’ advanced placement and international baccalaureate examination fees under
Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.13, subdivision 3, and the training and related costs
for teachers and ‘other interested educators under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.13,
subdivision 1:

$ 4,500,000 ... 2006

$ 4,500,000 ... 2007

(b) The advanced placement program shall receive 75 percent of the appropriation

each year and the international baccalaureate program shall receive 25 percent of the
appropriation each year. The department, in consultation with representatives of the
advanced placement and international baccalaureate programs selected by the Advanced
Placement Advisory Council and IBMN, respectively, shall determine the amounts of |
the expenditures each year for examination fees and training and support programs for

each program.
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(c) Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.13, subdivision 1, at least
$500,000 each year is for teachers to attend subject matter summer training programs

and follow-up support workshops approved by the advanced placement or international

of-the-substdy- Teachers shall apply for teacher training scholarships to prepare for

teaching in the advanced placement or international baccalaureate program. Any reserved

furiding not expended for teacher training may be used for exam fees and other support

programs for each program.

(d) The commissioner shall pay all examination fees for all students of low-income
families under Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.13, subdivision 3, and to the extent
of available appropriations shall also pay examination fees for students sitting for an
advanced placement eXamination, international baccalaureate eXamil_lation, or both.

Any balance in the first year does not cancel but is available in the second year.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following ﬁnai enactment.

Sec. 34. ADVISORY TASK FORCE ON SCHOOL AND STAFF
EMERGENCY/ALL HAZARD PREPAREDNESS.

(a) An advisory task force on school and staff emergency/all hazard preparedness is

established to consider and recommend to the legislature proposals for strengthening K-12

crisis management and school safety efforts including, at least, whether or not to:

(1) develop specific K-12 teacher and school administrator competencies related to

emergency/all hazard preparedness;

(2) provide emergency/all hazard preparedness training to currently licensed K-12

teachers and school administrators;

(3) incorporate emergency/all hazard preparedness competencies into existing

teacher and school administrator preparation curriculum;

(4) identify key emergency/all hazard preparedness competencies appropriate to

teacher and school administrator preparation curriculum and ongoing teacher and school

administrator training; and

(5) expect federal funds to supplement state emergency/all hazard preparedness

initiatives.

(b) The commissioner of education shall appoint an advisory task force on school

and staff emergency/all hazard preparedness that is composed of a representative from

each of the following entities: the state Board of Teaching; the state Board of School

Administrators; the state fire marshal; law enforcement agencies; emergency responders;
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school principals; school counselors; other school employees; the Minnesota Association

of School Administrators; the Minnesota School Boards Association; Education
Minnesota: the Minnesota Department of Education; the Minnesota Departmcnt of

Health; the Minnesota Department of Public Safety; and others recommended by task

force members. Task force members’ terms and other task force matters are subject to

Minnesota Statutes, section 15.059. The task force must submit by February 15, 2007, to

the education policy and finance committees of the legislature a written report that includes

recommendations on strengthening K-12 crisis management and school safety efforts.

(c) Upon request, the commissioner of education must provide the task force on

strengthening K-12 crisis management and school safety efforts with technical, fiscal,

and other support services.

(d) The task force expires February 16, 2007.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 35. CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION REVENUE; PILOT
PROGRAM. ‘

Subdivision 1. Pilot program created. A pilot program is created to allow school

districts to receive character development education revenue to purchase comprehensive

curriculum for the purposes of Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.232. Character

development education revenue for school districts equals $30 times the district’s adjusted

marginal cost pupil units.

Subd. 2. Approved provider list. The commissioner of education shall maintain

a character development education curriculum approved provider list. The character

development education curriculum of approved providers shall be research based and

evaluated by an independent party. Approved character development education curriculum

must include:

(1) age appropriate character development for the classroom in elementary or

secondary grades;

(2) teacher training workshops and in-service training;

(3) midyear consulting between the school district and the proirider; and

(4) an assessment program.

Subd. 3. Application and selection process. A school district may submit to

the commissioner an application for funding in the form and manner Speciﬁed by the

commissioner. The commissioner shall approve. applications that propose to use an

approved provider and that agree to use the program as recommended by the provider.

The commissioner must approve or disapprove an application within 30 days of réceipt on

a first-come, first-served basis.
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EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is'effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 36. 2006 SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT.
Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, section 120B.36, for 2006 reporting only, the

Department of Education may deiav the release to the public and the posting of the 2006

school performance report cards and adequate yearly progress data on its public Web

site to no later than November 30, 2006.

Sec. 37. ADVISORY TASK FORCE ON OPTIONS FOR ACCELERATED K-12
SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT MINNESOTA.

(a) An advisory task force on options for accelerated K-12 science and mathematics

programs throughout Minnesota is established to consider and recommend to the

legislature alternatives for delivering accelerated science and mathematics programs

to eligible students throughout Minnesota. Recommended programs must provide

accelerated science and mathematics instruction to eligible students in grades 6 through

12 and be cost effective and efficiently implemented and operated. Other recommended

programs may offer accelerated science and mathematics instruction to other eligible

elementary grade students and provide out-of-school and summer school K-12 science

and mathematics instruction throughout the state.

(b) The advisory task force at least mﬁst:

(1) evaluate and compare at least five alternatives for delivering accelerated science

and mathematics programs to Minnesota students, which may include online learning,

satellite science and mathematics centers, a consortium of available accelerated science

and mathematics or accelerated education programs, and residential and nonresidential

accelerated science and mathematics academies that may be patterned after the Perpich

Center for Arts Education under Minnesota Statutes, chapter 129C, among other

alternatives;

(2) identify and evaluate possible members for a science, mathematics, engineering,

and technology leadership consortium composed of representatives of corporations,

organizations, educational institutions, and research facilities to help implement

accelerated K-12 science and mathematics programs in Minnesota;

3) evaluate and compare at least three alternatives for preparing and assisting

educational leaders who are literate in science and mathematics to help implement

accelerated K-12 science and mathematics programs in Minnesota, which may include

gifted education and accelerated science and mathematics teacher training programs and

residential and nonresidential accelerated science and mathematics academies that also

provide professional development and educational outreach programs; and
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(4) identify and evaluate postsecondary career and technical education programs

offering or requiring accelerated science and mathematics instruction.

(c) The commissioner of education shall appoint an advisory task force on options

for accelerated K-12 science and mathematics programs throughout Minnesota that is

composed of the following representatives: a gifted education coordinator, an educator

holding a gifted education certificate or an instructor in a graduate level gifted education

program; a currently licensed or retired high school physical science teacher; a currently

licensed or retired high school mathematics teacher; a faculty member providing

instruction under the Minnesota postsecondary enrollment options program or an educator

providing instruction under the college in the schools program; a faculty member or

educator providing instruction in the Minnesota talented youth mathematics program; a

University of Minnesota mathematics or engineering professor; a University of Minnesota

physical science professor; a manager or director in a high technology field, corporation,

organization, or facility; a manager or director in a medical field or profession; a manager

or director in a research-based field, corporation, organization, or facility; one parent of a

high school student gifted in mathematics or science from each congressional district; a

physical science teacher and a biology teacher, one of whom is licensed to teach middle

level students and one of whom is licensed to teach high school level students; a high

school career and technical instructor; a faculty member in a postsecondary institution

offering technical two-year degrees who provides career and technical instruction; a

manager or director in a mathematics or science industry who employs persons with

associate degrees in a technical field; a manager or director in the biosciences industry;

and two at-large members. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the task force

may conduct meetings of its members by telephone or other electronic means where all

members can hear one another and all the discussion, at least one member is physically

present at the regular meeting location, and interested members of the public can hear all

the discussion. Task force members’ terms and other task force matters are subject to

Minnesota Statutes, section 15.059. The task force must submit by January 30, 2007, a

written report and presentation to the Education Policy and Finance committees of the

legislature that include recommendations on alternatives for delivering accelerated science

and mathematics programs to eligible students throughout Minnesota.

(d) Upon request, the commissioner of education must provide the task force with

technical, fiscal, and other support services.

(e) The task force expires February 1, 2007.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
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Sec. 38. ADVISORY TASK FORCE ON MINNESOTA AMERICAN INDIAN
TRIBES AND COMMUNITIES AND K-12 STANDARDS-BASED REFORM.

(a) An advisory task force on Minnesota American Indian tribes and communities

and K-12 standards-based reform is established to examine the impact of state and

federal standards-based reform on Minnesota’s K-12 students, including American

Indian students, and to recommend to the legislature changes to the state’s performance

standards, content requirements, assessments measures, and teacher preparation programs

to most effectively meet the education needs of all students, including American Indian

students, enrolled in Minnesota schools. The task force, in consultation with American

Indian educators and parents, and others who advocate for American Indian children, at

least must determine if (1) state education standards and assessments are appropriate

for American Indian students; (2) American Indian students are fairly compared; (3)

- American Indian students receive the assistance they need to achieve the state standards;

and (4) schools receive financial and technical assistance sufficient to meet the education

needs of American Indian students.

(b) The commissioner of education shall appoint an advisory task force on

Minnesota American Indian tribes and communities and K-12 standards-based reform

that is composed of the following representatives: education department staff experienced

in working with American Indian students and programs; Minnesota American Indian

tribes and communities; Minnesota School Boards Association; school administrators;

Education Minnesota; the state Board of Teaching; a minority member and majority

member both from the Minnesota House of Representatives and from the Minnesota

Senate; the Minnesota Council on Indian Affairs; postsecondary faculty who serve as

instructors in teacher preparation programs: local community service providers who work

with Minnesota American Indian tribes and communities; and other representatives

recommended by task force members. Task force members’ terms and other task

force matters are subject to Minnesota Statutes, section 15.059, subject to the limits of

available appropriations. The task force must submit to the legislative committees having

jurisdiction over education policy and finance a preliminary written report by February 15,

2007, and a final report by February 15, 2008, that includes any recommended changes to

the state’s performance standards, content requirements, assessment measures, and teacher

preparation programs to most effectively meet the educational needs of all students,

including American Indian students, enrolled in Minnesota schools.

(c) Upon request, the commissioner of education must provide the task force with

technical, fiscal, and other support.

(d) The task force expires on February 16, 2008.
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EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

"Sec. 39. REPORT ON OUT-OF-SCHOOL CARE FOR CHILDREN BETWEEN
THE AGES OF TEN TO 18.

The commissioner of education, in consultation with the commissioners of human

services and public safety, shall provide a report to the legislature by January 20, 2007,

which surveys and analyzes out-of-school time opportunities for children ages ten to 18.

The commissioner must gather representative information from urban, suburban, and

rural areas regarding where children go after their school day is over and during school

breaks. Further, the commissioner shall communicate with members of the community,

parents of children ages ten to 18, child care providers, middle school personnel, and other

interested individuals to gather information and develop positive, supervised out-of-school

alternatives for children ages ten to 18, in order to reduce the incidence of sexual activity,

underage drinking and smoking, use of illegal substances, and other criminal activity.

Sec. 40. OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH DURING OUT-OF-SCHOOL TIME.

~ Subdivision 1. Establishment. A competitive statewide after-school enrichment

grant program is established to provide implementation grants to community or nonprofit

organizations, to political subdivisions, or to school-based programs. The commissioner

~ of education shall develop criteria for after-school enrichment programs.

Subd. 2. Program outcomes. The expected outcomes of the after-school

enrichment programs are to:

(1) increase the number of children participating in adult-supervised programs

in nonschool hours;

(2) increase the number of youth engaged in community services and other activities

designed to support character improvement, strengthen families, and instill community
values;

(3) increase skills in technology, the arts, sports, and other activities;

(4) reduce the amount of juvenile crime:

(5) increase and support the academic achievement and character development of

adolescent parents;

(6) increase school attendance and reduce the number of school suspensions; and

(7) support academic achievement, including the areas of reading and math.

Subd. 3. Plan. An applicant shall develop a plan for an after-school enrichment

program for youth. The plan must include:

(D collaboration with and leverage of existing community resources that have

demonstrated effectiveness;

(2) outreach to children and youth;
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(3) involvement of local governments, including park and recreation boards or

" schools, unless no government agency is appropriate; and

(4) community control over the design of the enrichment program and identification

of the sources of nonpublic funding.

Subd. 4. Plan approval; grants. An applicant shall submit a plan developed under

subdivision 3 to the commissioner for approval. The commissioner shall award a grant for

the implementation of an approved plan.

Sec. 41. APPROPRIATION.

Subdivision 1. Department of Education. The sum indicated in this section is

appropriated from the general fund to the Department of Education for the fiscal years

designated.

Subd. 2. Character development education revenue. For the character

development education revenue pilot program:

$  perpens e 2007

Subd. 3. After-school enrichment grants. For the after-school enrichment grant

program.
X e 2007

Sec. 42. REPEALER.
(a) Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 121A.23, is repealed.

(b) Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 169.4502, subdivision 15; and 169.4503,

subdivisions 17, 18, and 26, are repealed.

EFFECTIVE DATE. Paragraph (b) of this section is effective January 1, 2007.

ARTICLE 2
EDUCATION FUNDING
Section 1. [120B.132] RAISED ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT; ADVANCED

PLACEMENT, INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE, AND CONCURRENT
ENROLLMENT PROGRAMS. '

Subdivision 1. Establishment; eligibility. A program is established to raise K-12

academic achievement through increased student participation in advanced placement,

international baccalaureate, and concurrent enrollment programs, consistent with sections

120B.13 and 124D.04. Schools and charter schools eligible to participate under this

section must:
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(1) have a three-year plan approved by the local school board to establish a new

international baccalaureate program leading to international baccalaureate authorization,

or expand an existing program that leads to international baccalaureate authorization, or

expand an existing authorized international baccalaureate program; or

(2) have a three-year plan approved by the local school board to create a new or

expand an exisﬁng program to implement the college board advanced placement courses

and exams, preadvanced placement initiative, or concurrent enrollment programs; and

(3) have entered into an agreement to provide courses under section 124D.09,

subdivision 10; and

(4) propose to further raise students’ academic achievement by:

(i) increasing the availability of and all students’ access to advanced placement,

international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or programs;

(ii) expanding the breadth of advanced placement, international baccalaureate, or

concurrent enrollment courses or programs that are available to students:

(iii) increasing the number and the diversity of the students who participate in

advanced placement, international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or

programs and succeed;

(iv) providing low-income and other disadvantaged students with increased access

to advanced placement, international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses

Or programs.; or

(v) increasing the number of high school students, including low-income and other

disadvantaged students, who receive college credit by successfully completing advanced

placement, international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or programs and

achieving satisfactory grades or scores on related exams.

Subd. 2. Application and review process; funding priority. (a) Charter schools

and school districts in which eligible schools under subdivision 1 are located may apply to

the commissioner, in the form and manner the commissioner determines, for competitive

funding to further raise students’ academic achievement. The application must detail the

specific efforts the applicant intends to undertake in further raising students’ academic

achievement consistent with subdivision 1, and a proposed budget detailing the district or

charter school’s current and proposed expenditures for advanced placement, preadvanced

placement, international baccalaureate, and concurrent enrollment courses and brograms.

The proposed budget must demonstrate that the applicant’s efforts will supplement but not

supplant any expenditures for advanced placement, preadvanced placement, international

baccalaureate, and concurrent enrollment courses and programs the applicant currently

makes available to students. Expenditures for administration must not exceed five percent
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of the proposed budget. The commissioner may require an applicant to provide additional

information.

(b) When reviewing applications, the commissioner must determine whether

the applicant satisfied all the requirements in this subdivision and subdivision 1.

The commissioner may give funding priority to an otherwise qualified applicant that

demonstrates:

(1) a focus on developing or expanding advanced placement, international

baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or programs or increasing students’

participation in, access to, or success with the courses or programs, including the

participation, access, or success of low-income and other disadvantaged students:

(2) a compelling need for access to advanced placement, international baccalaureate,

or concurrent enrollment courses or programs;

(3) an effective ability to actively involve local business and community

organizations in student activities that are integral to advanced placement, international

baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or programs;

(4) access to additional public or nonpublic funds or in-kind contributioné that are

available for advanced placement, international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment

courses or programs: or

(5) an intent to implement activities that target low-income and other disadvantaged

students.

Subd. 3. Funding; permissible funding uses. (a) The commissioner shall award

grants to applicant school districts and charter schools that meet the requirements of

subdivisions 1 and 2. The commissioner must award grants on an equitable geographical

basis to the extent feasible and consistent with this section. Grant awards must not exceed

the lesser of: (1) $85 times the number of pupils enrolled at the participating sites on

Qctober 1 of the previous fiscal year, or (2) the approved supplementai expenditures

based on the budget submitted under subdivision 2. For charter schools in their first

year of operation, the maximum grant award must be calculated using the number of

pupils enrolled on October 1 of the current fiscal year. The commissioner may adjust

the maximum grant award computed using prior vear data for changes in enrollment

attributable to school closings, school openings, grade level reconfigurations, or school

district reorganizations between the prior fiscal vear and the current fiscal year.

(b) School districts and charter schools that submit an application and receive

funding under this section must use the funding, consistent with the application, to:
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(1) provide teacher training and instruction to more effectively serve students,

including low-income and other disadvantaged students, who participate in advanced

placement, international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or programs;

(2) further develop advanced placement, international baccalaureate, or concurrent

enrollment courses or programs;

(3) improve the transition between grade levels to better prepare students, including

low-income and other disadvantaged students, for succeeding in advanced placement,

international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or programs;

" (4) purchase books and supplies;

(5) pay course or program fees;

(6) increase students participation in and success with advanced placement,

international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or programs;

(7) expand students’ access to advanced placement, international baccalaureate, or

concurrent enrollment courses or programs through online learning;

(8) hire appropriately licensed personnel to teach additional advanced placement,

international baccalaureate, or concurrent enrollment courses or programs; or

(9) engage in other activity directly related to expanding students’ access to,

participation in, and success with advanced placement, international baccalaureate,

or concurrent enrollment courses or programs, including low-income and other

_ disadvantaged students.

Subd. 4. Annual reports. (a) Each school district and charter school that receives

a grant under this section annually must collect demographic and other student data to

demonstrate and measure the extent to which the district or charter school raised students’

academic achievement under this program and must report the data to the commissioner

in the form and manner the commissioner determines. The commissioner annually, by

Febniary 15, must make summary data about this program available to the education

policy and finance committees of the legislature.

(b) Each school district and charter school that receives a grant under this section

annually must report to the commissioner, consistent with the uniform financial accounting

and reporting standards, its actual expenditures for advanced placement, preadvanced

placement, international baccalaureate, and concurrent enrollment courses and programs.

The report must demonstrate that the school district or charter school has maintained its

effort from other sources for advanced placement, preadvanced placement, international

baccalaureate, and concurrent enrollment courses and programs compared with the

previous fiscal year, and the district or charter school has expended all grant funds,

consistent with its approved budget.
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EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment

and applies to the 2006-2007 school yéar and later.

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 122A.18, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

Subd. 2. Teacher and support personnel qualifications. (a) The Board of
Teaching must issue licenses under its jurisdiction to persons the board» finds to be
qualified and competent for their respective positions.

(b) The board must require a person to successfully complete an examination of
skills in reading, writing, and mathematics before being granted an initial teaching license
to provide direct instruction to pupils in prekindergarten, elementary, secondary, or special
education programs. The board must require colleges and universities offering a board
approved teacher preparation program to provide remedial assistance that includes a
formal diagnostic component to persons enrolled in their institution who did not achieve a
qualifying score on the skills examination, including those for whom English is a second
language. The colleges and universities must provide assistance in the specific academic
areas of deficiency in which the person did not achieve a qualifying score. School
districts must provide similar, appropriate, and timely remedial assistance that includes a
formal diagnostic component and mentoring to those persons employed by the district |
who completed their teacher education program outside the state of Minnesota, received
a one-year license to teach in Minnesota and did not achieve a qualifying score on the
skills examination, including those persons for whom English is a second language. The
Board of Teaching shall report annually to the education committees of the legislature
on the total number of teacher candidates during the most recent school year taking the
skills examination, the number who achieve a qualifying score on the examination, the
number who do not achieve a qualifying score on the examination, the distribution of all
candidates’ scores, the number of candidates who have taken the examination at least once
before, and the number of candidates who have taken the examination at least once before
and achieve a qualifying score.

(c) A person who has completed an approved teacher preparation program and
obtained a one-year license to teach, but has not successfully completed the skills
examination, may renew the one-year license for two additional one-year periods. Each
renewal of the one-year license is contingent upon the licensee:

(1) providing evidence of participating in an approved remedial assistance program
provided by a schdol district or postsecondary institution that includes a formal diagnostic
component in the specific areas in which the licensee did not obtain qualifying scores; and

(2) attempting to successfully complete the skills examination during the period

of each one-year license.
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43.1 (d) The Board of Teaching must grant continuing licenses only to those persons who
432  have met board criteria for granting a continuing license, which includes successfully

4o completing the skills examination in reading, writing, and mathematics.

434 (e) All colleges and universities approved by the board of teaching to prepare

435 persons for teacher licensure must include in their teacher preparation programs a common
43.6 core of teaching knowledge and skills to be acquired by all persons recommended

43.7 for teacher licensure. This common core shall meet the standards developed by the

438 interstate new teacher assessment and support consortium in its 1992 "model standards

43.9 for beginning teacher licensing and development:," and must include technology and

43.10 information literacy standards that are consistent with recommendations from media

43.11 specialists and the department’s educator licensing and teacher quality division. The board

43.12 must develop and implement a system for reviewing on a seven-year cycle all standards of

4> 2 effective practice for teachers beginning in the 2007-2008 school year. Amendments to

4314  standards adopted under this paragraph are covered by chapter 14. The board of teaching
43.15  shall report annually to the education committees of the legislature on the performance
43.16  of teacher candidates on common core assessments of knowledge and skills under this

43.17  paragraph during the most recent school year.

43.18 EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.
43.19 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 122A.31, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
43.20 Subdivision 1. Requirements for American sign language/English interpreters.

4321  (a) Except as provided under subdivision 1a arid in addition to any other requirements

4322  that a school district establishes, any person employed to provide American sign

4. _  language/English interpreting or sign transliterating services on a full-time or part-time
4324  basis for a school district after July 1, 2000, must: |

43.25 (1) hold current interpreter and transliterator certificates awarded by the Registry

4326  of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID), or the general level interpreter proficiency certificate
4327 awarded by the National Association of the Deaf (NAD), or a comparable state A

4328  certification from the commissioner of education; and )

43.29 (2) satisfactorily complete an interpreter/transliterator training program affiliated

4330  with an accredited educational institution.

4331 (b) New graduates of an interpreter/transliterator program affiliated with an

4332 accredited education institution shall be granted a two-year provisional certificate by

4 the commissioner. During the two-year provisional period, the interpreter/transliterator
4334 must develop and implement an education plan in collaboration with a mentor undef

4335  paragraph (c).
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(c) A mentor of a provisionally certified interpretef/transliterator must be an
interpreter/transliterator who has either NAD level IV or V certification or RID
certified interpreter and certified transliterator certification and have at least three
years interpreting/transliterating experience in any educational setting. The mentor, in
collaboration with the provisionally certified interpreter/transliterator, shall develop and
implement an education plan designed to meet the requirements of paragraph (a), clause
(1), and include a weekly on-site mentoring process.

(d) Consistent with the requirements of this paragraph, a person holding a
provisional certificate may apply to the commissioner for one time-limited extension. The
commissioner, in consultation with the Commission Serving Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing
People, must grant the person a time-limited extension of the provisional certificate based
on the following documentation:

(1) letters of support from the person’s mentor, a parent of a pupil the person serves,
the special education director of the district in which the person is employed, and a
representative from the regional service center of the deaf and hard-of-hearing;

(2) records of the person’s formal education, training, experience, and progress on
the person’s education plan; and

(3) an explanation of why the extension is needed.

As a condition of receiving the extension, the person must comply with a plan
and the accompanying time line for meeting the requirements of this subdivision. A
committee composed of the director of the Minnesota Resource Center Serving Deaf and
Hard-of-Hearing, or the director’s designee, a répresentative of the Minnesota Association
of Deaf Citizens, a representative of the Minnesota Registry of Interpreters of the Deaf,
and other appropriate persons selected by the commissioner must develop the plan and
time line for the person receiving the extension. |

(e) A school district may employ only an interpreter/transliterator who has been

certified under paragraph (a) or (b), or for whom a time-limited extension has been

granted under paragraph (d), or a person qualified as an interpreter/transliterator under

subdivision 1a.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for the 2006-2007 school vear and

later.

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 122A.31, is amended by adding a subdivision
to read:

Subd. la. Qualified deaf and hard-of-hearing interpreters/transliterators. In

addition to employing a qualified interpreter/transliterator under subdivision 1, a school

district or charter school also may employ as an interpreter/transliterator a person who is
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deaf or hard of hearing and holds a current reverse skills certificate (RSC) or a certified

deaf interpreter (CDI) certificate awarded by the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf

(RID). The gualified deaf or hard-of-hearing person must be able to interpret between

American sign language and English-based sign language or transliterate between spoken

English and a signed code for English. The district or charter school may employ a

qualified person under this subdivision for a broad range of interpreting or transliterating

assignments.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for the 2006-2007 school year and

later.

Sec. 5. [122A.416] ALTERNATIVE TEACHER COMPENSATION REVENUE
FOR PERPICH CENTER FOR ARTS EDUCATION AND MULTIDISTRICT
INTEGRATION COLLABORATIVES.

Notwithstanding sections 122A.413, 122A.414, 122A.415, and 126C.10,

multidistrict integration collaboratives and the Perpich Center for Arts Education are

eligible to receive alternative teacher compensation revenue as if they were intermediate

school districts. To qualify for alternative teacher compensation revenue, a multidistrict

integration collaborative or the Perpich Center for Arts Education must meet all of the

requirements of sections 122A.413, 122A 414, and 122A 415 that apply to intermediate

school districts, must report its enrollment as of October 1 of each year to the department,

and must annually report its expenditures for the alternative teacher professional pay

system consistent with the uniform financial accounting and reporting standards to the

department by November 30 of each vear.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for révenue for fiscal year 2007.

Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 123B.77, is amended by adding a subdivision
to read:

Subd. la. School district consolidated financial statement. The commissioner,

in consultation with the advisory committee on financial management, accounting, and

reporting, shall develop and maintain a school district consolidated financial statement

format that converts uniform financial accounting and reporting standards data under

subdivision 1 into a more understandable format.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 123B.77, subdivision 3, is amended to read:
Subd. 3. Statement for comparison and correction. (a) By November 30 of the
calendar year of the submission of the unaudited financial data, the district must provide to

the commissioner audited financial data for the preceding fiscal year. The audit must be
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conducted _inicompliance with generally accepted governmental auditing standards, the
federal Single Audit Act, and the Minnesota legal compliance guide issued by the Office
of the State Auditor. An audited financial statement prepared in a form which will allow
comparison with and correction of material differences in the unaudited financial data
shall be submitted to the commissioner and ‘the state auditor by December 31. Thé audited
financial statement must also provide a statement of assurance pertaining to uniform
financial accounting and reporting standards compliance and a copy of the management
letter submitted to the district by the school district’s auditor.

(b) By January 15 of the calendar year following the submission of the unaudited

financial data, the commissioner shall convert the audited financial data required by this

subdivision into the consolidated financial statement format required under subdivision 1a

and publish the information on the department’s Web site.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for financial statements prepared in

2006 and later.

Sec. 8. [124D.935] HIGH SCHOOL REDESIGN GRANTS.

Subdivision 1. Establishment; eligibility. A ten-year grant program is established

to imprové student achievement in, improve teaching and learning of, and provide

expanded access to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics in a high school

through innovative strategies that better prepare students to succeed at postsecondary

education or complex work. School districts, charter schools, intermediate districts,

groups of districts that cooperate for a particular purpose, and other public educational

institutions interested in participating in this grant program must:

(1) design new or improve and adapt existing courses, programs, or a series of

aligned learning opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics to

incorporate algebra I in grade 8 and algebra II in high school and to integrate algebra II

into career and technical education programs where appropriate;

(2) use applied learning strategies to improve the quality of and access to science,

technology, engineering, and mathematics courses, curricula, and laboratories for all

students, with strategies to ageressively increase the number of low-income and other

educationally at-risk students enrolling in these courses;

(3) improve science, technology, engineering, and mathematics instruction for

students in underserved rural or urban areas or economically disadvantaged areas and for

other students who are educationally at-risk;
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(4) develop innovative ways to integrate technology into teaching and learning using

modern computers, networking, high quality educational software, multimedia across

curriculum, and affordable Internet connections;

~ (5) advance the use of new technology, assistive technology, and media and materials

effective in educating yvouth with disabilities;

(6) improve the content, interdisciplinary, and pedagogical knowledge of teachers,

administrators, and other educators who play a significant role in providing students with

challenging science, technology, engineering, and mathematics education, and focus on

teacher professional development;

(7) use the ACT explore and plan system in grades 8 and 10 or other appfopriate

education and career planning resources to identify the academic strengths and remedial

needs of individual students and provide individual students with education and career

planning information sufficient to select an appropriate planned high school course

sequence and make a successful transition to postsecondary education or advanced work;

(8) enable teachers to individualize student instruction and allow students to

experiment, acquire skills, and apply content knowledge in science, technology,

engineering, and mathematics;

(9) sustain educational improvements in science, technology, engineering, and

mathematics by providing expert and peer advice and identifying, documenting, and

disseminating best practices and lessons to teachers and administrators statewide: and

(10) develop partnerships with postsecondary institutions, business organizations,

professional organizations, and community-based organizations interested in science,

technology, engineering, or mathematics.

Subd. 2. Application and review process; funding priority. (a) School districts,

charter schools, intermediate districts, groups of districts that cooperate for a particular

purpose, and other public educational institutions interested in participating in this grant

program may apply to the commissioner, in the form and manner the commissioner

determines, for competitive funding to improve student achievement in, improve teaching

and learning of, and provide expanded access to science, technology, engineering, and

mathematics in a hish school, consistent with subdivision 1. The application must detail

the specific efforts the applicant intends to undertake to successfully implement innovative

strategies that affect the learning environment, academic content, and educational practices

in high school, and must include a proposed budget detailing the applicant’s current and

proposed expenditures for these purposes. The proposed budget must demonstrate that the

applicant’s efforts will supplement but nof supplant expenditures the applicant currently

makes for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics teaching and learning.
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Administrative expenditures must not exceed five percent of the proposed budget. The

~ commissioner may require an applicant to provide additional information.

(b) When reviewing applications, the commissioner must determine whether

the applicant satisfied all the requirements in this subdivision and subdivision 1. The

commissioner may give funding priority to an otherwise qualified candidate that:

(1) combines day and evening programs;

(2) restructures grade 12 to allow students to complete out-of-school learning

experiences aligned with their in-school program;

: '(Ii)uses online learning options;

(4) embeds higher level science, technology, engineering, and mathematics into

redesigned career and technical programs;

(5) enables students to receive both high school and college credit for successfully

completing science, technology, engineering, and mathematics programs and meeting

postsecondary institution placement requirements;

(6) targets low-income and other educationally at-risk students to improve their

participation and performance in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

courses and careers; or

(7) strongly supports all students in exploring and preparing for careers in science,

technology, engineering, or mathematics.

The commissioner shall give funding priority to an otherwise qualified recipient

that received a grant for the previous fiscal year if the annual reports the recipient

submitted under subdivision 4 demonstrate that the recipient continues to improve student

achievement in and teaching and learning of and provide expanded access to science,

technology, engineering, and mathematics in a high school.

Subd. 3. Grants:; permissible uses. (a) The commissioner may award grants to

applicants meeting the requirements of subdivisions 1 and 2. The commissioner must

award grants on an equitable geographical basis to the extent feasible and consistent

with this section.

(b) Each grant recipient must expend all grant funds it receives consistent with its

approved application and budget and this séction.

Subd. 4. Annual reports. (a) Each recipient of a grant under this section must

annually collect student and teacher data to demonstrate and measure the extent to which

the grant recipient improves student achievement in, improves teaching and learning of,

and provides expanded access to science, technology, engineering, and mathematics in

a high school, and must report the data to the commissioner in the form and manner

the commissioner determines. The commissioner must, annually by February 15, make
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summary data about this program available to the committees with jurisdiction over

education policy and finance in the house of representatives and senate.

(b) Each grant recipient under this section must annually report to the commissioner,

consistent with the Uniform Financial Accounting and Reporting System, its actual

expenditures for the efforts it undertakes under this section. The report must demonstrate

that the grant recipient has maintained its effort from other sources for science, technology,

engineering, and mathematics teaching and learning efforts compared with the previous

fiscal year, and that the grant recipient has expended all grant funds it received under this

section consistent with its approved application and budget. Any unexpended grant funds

remaining at the end of a fiscal vear must be reserved and expended consistent with the

grant recipient’s approved budget for the subsequent fiscal year.

EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment

and applies to the 2006-2007 school year and later.

Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 125A.02, subdivision 1, is amended to read:
Subdivision 1. Child with a disability. Every child who has a hearing impairment,
blindness, visual disability, speech or language impairment, physical handicap, other

health impairment, mental handicap, emotional/behavioral disorder, specific learning
disability, autism, traumatic brain injury, multiple disabilities, or deaf/blind disability and
needs special instruction and services, as determined by the standards of the commissioner,
is a child with a disability. In addition, every child under age three, and at local district
discretion from age ;hrée to age seven, who needs special instruction and services, as
determined by the standards of the commissioner, because the child has a substantial delay
or has an identifiable physical or mental condition known to hi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>