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APPOINTMENTS TO THE Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board 

APPOINTEES AND TERMS: 

Sven A. Wehrwein 5/9/2005-1/5/2009 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON Elections 



STATE OF MI ESOT 
Office of Governor Titn Pawlenty 
130 State Capitol + 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard + Saint Paul, MN 55155 

May 3, 2005 

The Honorable James P. Metzen 
President of the Senate 
322 State Capitol 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Sena tor Metzen: 

The following appointment is hereby respectfully submitted to the ~enate for 
confirmation as required by law: 

Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board: 

Sven A. Wehrwein, 4877 East Lake Harriet Parkway, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
5541~, in the county of Hennepin, effective May 9, 2005, for a four-year term that 
expires on January 5, 2009. 

Tim Pawlenty 
Governor 

TP/jh 

Enclosures 

L ..... · 2 G 20C5 

President of the Sanate 

Voice: (651) 296-3391 or (800) 657-3717 Fax: (651) 296-2089 TDD: (651) 296-0075 or (800) 657-3598 
Web site: http:/ /www.governor.state.mn.us An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Printed on recycled paper containing 15% post consumer material 



EX 

TATE of I ES OTA 

DEPART 

TIM P AWLENTY 

GOVERNOR 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

SVE A. WEHRWEIN 
4877 East Lake Harriet Parkway 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55419 

County of Hennepin 
Congressional District Five 

Because of the special trust and confidence I have in your integrity, judgment and ability, I have 
appointed and commissioned you•to have and to hold the said office of: 

MEMBER 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD 

Effective: May 9, 2005 · 
Term Expires: January 5, 2009 

This appointment carries with it all rights, powers, duties, and emoluments granted by law and 
pertaining to this position until this appointment is superseded or annulled by me or other lawful 
authority or by any law of this State . . 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
State of Minnesota to be affixed at the Capitol in the City of Saint Paul, May 3, 2005, 

Governor 

Replacing: Wilbur Fluegel 

~~r····9 ~ ~620CJ 
Secre ary o tate · 

President of the Sanate 
Printed on recycled paper containing 15% post consumer material 



M~Y/03/2005/TUE 01:52 PM VITAL IMAGES INC. FAX No. 9524879510 P. 002 

.. STA TE OF MINNJ:SOTA . 
OPEN. APPOINTMENTS APPLICATION FOR SERVICE ON STATE AGENCY 

All Information on this form is available to the public up.on request. . · · · . . .. . . . ' . ' . 

Agency 
Name:* 

Position 
Sought.· 

_() .· . ) g 
1 

• (Name of board, council, eommission or task force to which you are applying.) 

· oe;rD\.._ . . 
(M ership poeltlon sought or e/'\ter umember" if no specific requirernenre exiet for p<>sitton eought.) 

'1~ A· · "'1rz-HR...w(.1rJ · . . · .. . Applicant 
Name;"' 

Applicant 
'Address:• 

(First Name) (Last Name) 

'-{k-'tt £, L~k<. Hlqr .. e.1:-. P~l(t.vt". /'Y),n~~ 
(Street) (City). (State) ( Ip) 

· W~rk Phone;"' ( \oD-+ c\d.. l .. '-t k\ ""'\ · ,Home'Phone: .._( ___ ) ____ .,;!11.../tc..· ....;:;~.w;rv<.;........_. ___ _ 

·E-MAIL:"' ~4 fAJ'<:.--b~~t,.... e_, &...c/ · {IJ,.._ 

. County: ~V"\ rlZ- (' l".'°' MN Hou~e of Rep Dl~trlct: \.. U {fa U.S. House of Rep District: j~ 
"' Indicates infonnation thBt wiU appear on the Office. of the ~cretary of State web stte: www.sos.stBte.mn. us. 

·Have you ever been .convicted of a felorw: Yes ~ v: . . 
Did the Appointing Authprlty suggest you submit your application? YES __ _ t-30 .___ __ 

Please attach a current resume or a biographical statement containing work history~ education, 
community act/vJtles, etc., and any other information the Appll~;!mt or Nominating Person .feels. would 
be helptul to th_e Appointing Authority.. ~ ...::-C. · ~c)L . . · . 

, ~ - ·. . 0PT10NAL si AT1sT1cAL 1NFORMATio~.i · .. 
-rne following information is optional and voluntary. lnformanon is hOIJected for, and compiled in1 the annual report on the open 
appointments process pursu.ant to Minnesota Statutes §15.0597. . · · 

' . / Raoe'lt: African American I Black 
seX: Female Political _v_ 'Democratic--Farmerulabor =American Indian /"Alaska Native 

~Male . ·Party: Green Asian = lndepenc!ence _Hispanic . . . . 
Disability: ~ ~0s _ Republican ___. Native Hawallati / Paclflo Islander 

VNc Other · ;:::?"White · 
=No party preference = Other Race.._ _____ _ 

Nattonal Orlgln: ~· ~~---------------­
(Country of Origin or Principle Trll=>e) 

(,. Select as many as apply) 

. . 
I swear that, to the best of my knowledge, ihe above information is correct and that I sa~isfy all legally prescribed qualifications for the 

.P°"iti~A ~ ·. '-if~1u..:r . . . . . 
(SignaureofAPPifoant)"' ...... .Jll'b,.. · (Dete) " · 

, IP • . 
~ If pnother person or grm~p is nominating the applican~, the applicarit'e elgn~ture Indicates consent to nol'hlnatlon. 

MAIL, FAX, OR SUBMIT 
APPLICATION IN 
PERSON, TO: 

Office of the Secretary of State, Open Appointments 
1.80 State Office Building ' 
100 Rev. Dr. Merth1 Luther King, Jr. 1 Blvd 
St: Paul, MN 55156-1299 

FAX: (651) 29()..90'73 
Phone: (651) 297..'.5845 

Email: olff 1!~1!n,~@~·us 

. . 

President of the Sel)a'le 



· Statement of Economic Interest for Public Officials 

Name: 
Occupation: 
Business 
Address: 

Employer 
Name: 

Public Offical Information 
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Boar~ 

Wehrwein, Sven 
Self-employed 
4877 East Lake Harriet Parkway 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 

Appointment 05109105 
Date: 

Sources of Compensation 
Applicable categories 

Page 1 of2 

Name of 
Source 

Director Officer Owner l\fember Partner Employer Employee Honorar 

Key 
Enterprises 
Synovis Life 
Technologies 
Van 

x 

VVagoner X 
Funds 
Vital Images X 

Name of Securities 
Affinity Capital Management 
Archivers' 
Cohen & Steers 
Eaton Vance 
Fidelity Blue Chip Growth Fund 
Fidelity ContraFund 
Johnson & Johnson 
Key span 
Kopp Emerging Growth Fund 

Medtronic 
Polaris Industries 
Schwab 1000 Index Fund 

Securities 

http://www.cfboard.state.mn.us/eis/rpdetail/rpl 17 _7235.html 

x 

President oi the Senate 

5/31/2005 



.. Statement of Economic Interest for Public Officials 

Schwab 500 Index Fund 
Schwab Small-cap Index Fund 

Scudder Real Estate Fund 

Sit Investment MN Tax-free Fund 

Vanguard 500 Index Fund 

Vanguard Capital Opportunity Fund 

Vanguard Short-term Investment Grade Fund 
Vanguard Tax-managed International Fund 

Vanguard Total International Stock Fund 
Vanguard Total Stock Market Iridex Fund 
Vital Images 

Real Property 
None Reported 

Page 2 of2 

Pari-Mutuel Horse Racing Interests 
None Reported 

l **LINKS** I 
I CurrentA~&Y II A_gency Index I 

.Cunent PuoliG P.ublic_Qfficial 
Qffi_Q_ial lvdex 

I Cainpaign Finance Home Pa~ I 

President oJ the Senate 

http://www.ctboard.state.mn.us/eis/rpdetail/rpl 17 _7235.html 5/31/2005 
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR TIM PA WLENTY 
130 State Capitol + Saint Paul, MN 55155 + (651) 296-0001 

EW REL EA E 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Brian McClung 

(651) 296-0001 May 3, 2005 

GOVERNOR PA WLENTY APPOINTS WEHRWEIN TO 
CAJVIP AIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD 

Saint Paul - Governor Tim Pawlenty today announced the appointment of Sven A. Wehrwein to 
the ·campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board. · 

Wehrwein, of Minneapolis, brings a strong financial background to the board. He is a member 
of the ·board of directors of two Twin Cities-based public companies, Synovis Life Technologies, 
and Vital Images. Previously, he was chief financial officer for InStent and Digi International; 
an investment banker with Dean Witter in New York, Drexel Burnham Lambert in New York 
and London, and Wessels, Arnold and Henderson in Minneapolis; and a certified public 
accountant with Coopers and Lybrand in Minneapolis. . · 

Wehrwein earned his masters in finance (MBA) from the Sloan School at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and his bachelor's degree from Loyola University in Chicago. He has 
been an adjunct instructor at the University of Minnesota School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications and is a member of the Loft Literary Center board. Wehrwein replaces Wilbur 
Fluegel on the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board for a four-year term that expires 
on January 5, 2009. · 

The Campaign Finance and Pub.lie Disclosure Board administers programs for campaign finance 
disclosure for state candi.dates, economic interest disclosure for state a_.nd local officials, lobbyist 
registration and disclosure, and public subsidy of state candidates and political party committees. 
The board consists of six members· appointed by the Governor, not more. than three of whom 
may support the same political party. · 

--30--

L:.:.:.' 3 6 2005 

President oi the Senate 
www.governor.state.mn.us + (651) 296-0001 + (651) 296-0056 fax 



AP.R-25-05 08:52 PM DORSHER~WEHRWEIN 612 927 4911 p .·03 

Sven A. W chnveln 
4877 E. Lake Harriet Parkway 
Minneapolis, MN 55419 

612·927-4614; e-mail: Sawehrwein@a.ol.com 

Summary of Fimmdal Qualifications: CPA.9 ~A, Investment Banker, cyo, and 
director of public companies. 

Bac.kground 

--Born in Denmark; raised· in Chicago and MinncapoHs. 

--CP /\ with Coopers & Lybrand audit stafT fTom 1976 to 1979 in Minneapol~s. 

--Masters i.n Finance (MD.A) from the Sloan School at MIT ( 1980). Bachelo~,s from 
Loyola University, Chicago ( 1976). · : 

--Investment Banker with Dean Witter (New York}, Drexel Burnham Lambe)-! (New 
York and London), and Wes.sets, Arnold & ~endcrson (Jvfinneapolis). Tot~(career in 
investment banking= 14 years, from 1980 to 1994. Managing Director at'bQlh Drexel 
and Wessels. 

1 

-CFO for two public compa.nics: lnSlent (1995-96) and Digi International (i 998-
1999). InStcnt wa$ sold to Medtronic in 1996' for $240 milli(.)n. 

~-Director of Twin Cities-based pttblic compapics: I. Since 2004. Synovis ,(~asdaq: 
SYNO) (medical products), and 2. Since 1997, Vital Images (Nasdaq: VT A~) (JD­
visualization so fl ware for healthcare market). Chair of audit committee at Vi,al Images, 
and member or audit committee at Synovis. Previously a director for publicly traded 
Zamba Corporation until it was acquired in D~ccmber 2004. · · 

--Freelance f1nanc.ial journalist with over 115 features and columns for Twin Filies 
Busim•ss Monthly magazine. (Received nalio~a1 awards -- Gold in 2002 a~d )3ronze in 
2003 -- for Best Dy·Lined Commentary from the Association of Arca Bosine~s. 
Publications) ~ 

-Financial consultant. to emerging-growth col!lpanics since l 999. 
: 

-- Community Involvement: Do a.rd of Loft Literary Center (from 2004)~ adjJnct 
instrnct.or, School of Journalism and Mass Communications, Univers;ty of.M)nnesota 

(spring of2003, 2004); coach for various youih sports; and scofil l~~r ffi U w ffi \]) 

1 

president of t~e Senate 
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SENATEE MM ELE-APlO 

1.1 Senator Wiger from the Committee on Elections, to which was referred the 
1.2 following appointment: 

1.3 CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE BOARD 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

1.10 

1.11 

Sven A .. Wehrwein 

Reports the same back with the recommendation . t the appointment be confirmed. 

-
17. ~· 

(C~~~~-c~~················~ 

March 8, 2006 .................................................... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 

Senator Johnson, D.E. moyed that the foregoing committee report be laid on the 

table. The motion prevailed. 

1 



Minnesota 

Campaign Finance and 

Public Disclosure Board 
190 Centennial Building. 658 Cedar Street. St. Paul, MN 55155-1603 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM 

22 February 2006 

Senator Chuck Wiger 
Representative Jeff Johnson 

Jeanne Olson 
Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Scott Heintzeman 

Hello 

TELEPHONE: 651/296-1721 
800/657-3889 

Enclosed are the Notice of Appointment, News Release, and application for Scott Heintzeman. 
Mr. Heintzeman was appointed by Governor Pawlenty for an appointment effective February 15th. 

Mr. Heintzeman's appointment must be confirmed by both the House and Senate no later than 
adjournment sine die. 

Mr. Heintzeman's Statement of Economic Interest is due March 1st_ You may wish to download 
the Statement from the Board's website, cfboard.state.mn.us after that date. 

I understand that each of your committee's will act on Mr. Heintzeman's confirmation on March 8th 
along with the confirmation hearing for Sven Wehrwein's appointment. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Please let me know if you need additional 
information. 



ST .TE OF MI ES OTA 
Office of Governor Tim Pawlenty 
130 State Capitol + 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard + Saint Paul, MN 55155 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Re: 

Jeanne Olson, Executive Director 
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board 
First Floor South, Centennial Office Building 
658 ·Cedar Street 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

John Hultquist, Director of Judicial, Board and Commission Appointments 

February 10, 2006 

Notice of Appointment 

Enclosed is a copy of the Notice of Appointment, application materials and news release 
for the following Governor-appointed member: 

Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board: 
Scott B. Heintzeman 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me via telephone at 651-296-0019 or 
e-mail at john.hultquist@state.mn.us. 

Enclosures 

Voice: (651) 296-3391 or (800) 657-3717 Fax: (651) 296-2089 TDD: (651) 296-0075 or (800) 657-3598 
Web site: http:/ /www.governor.state.mn.us ·An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Printed on recycled paper containing 15% post consumer material 



TATE of 

TIM P AWLENTY 

GOVERNOR 

NO TI GE OF APPOINTMENT 

T. 

COT B. HEI T EMA 
4610 Polaris Lane 

Plymouth, Minnesota 55446 .~.o 
County ofHennepm r-> · o. c=;::c en 

Congressional District Three 0 ;:t ~ 
. ~~ ~ 

. . oe> -· 
Because of the special trust and confidence I have in your integrity, judgm~nt and '{9Hity, <T::have 
appointed and commissioned you to have and to hold the said office of: ~ ~ -o 

;x}:::> :i: . 
r.-lz 

N •• MEMBER · g;~ . ~ ~ 
i,t;"' --

CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC DISCLOSURE B'tJARD 

Effective: February 15, 2006 
Term Expires: January 4, 2010 

This appointment carries with it all rights, powers, duties, and emoluments granted by law and 
pertaining to this position until this appointment is superseded or annulle4 by me. or other lawful 
authority .or by any law of this State. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and cause~ the Great Seal of the 
State of Minnesota to be ,affixed at the Capitol in the City of Saint Paul, February 10, 2006. 

Governor 

Replacing: Clyde Miller 

Printed on recycled paper containing 15% post consumer material 



OFFICE OF GOVERNOR TIM PAWLENTY 
130 Stat·e Capitol+ Saint Paul, MN 55155 + (651) 296-0001 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Brian McClung 
(651) 296-0001 February 10, 2006 

GOVERNOR PA WLENTY APPOINTS HEINTZEMAN TO 
. CAMPAIGN FINANCE AND PUBLIC D~SCLOSURE BOARD 

Saint Paul - Governor Tim Pawlenty today announced the appointment of Scott B. Heintzeman 
to the Campaign Finance· and Public Disclosure Board. 

Heintzeman, of Plymouth, is a vi~e president and the chief information officer for Carlson 
Marketing Group in Minnetonka where he oversees Carlson Marketing's technology efforts as 
well as information, security, project management; and technical architecture. Previously, 
Heintzeman worked for Carlson Hotels Worldwide where he was responsible for many technical 
innovations during his 33 .years ·with the company. 

Heintzeman earned his master of business administration degree from the University of 
Minnesota and completed the University of Minnesota's Carlson School of Management 
Minnesota Management Program and Minnesota Executive Program. He was inducted into the 
Hospitality Financial and Technology Professionals' International Hospitality Technology Hall 
of Fame in 1999. Heintzeman replaces Clyde Miller on the Campaign Finance and Public 
Disclosure Board for a four-year term that expires on January 4, 2010'. 

The Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board administers programs for campaign finance 
disclosure for state candidates, economic interest disclos\lfe for state and local officials, lobbyist 
registration and disclosure, and public subsidy of state candidates and political prufy committees. 
The board consists of six members appointed by the Governor, not more than three of whom 
may support the same political party. 

--30--

www.govemor.state.mn.us + (651) 296-000l + (651) 296-0056 fax 



STATE OF= MINNESOTA 
OPEN APPOINTMENTS APPLICATION FOR SERVICE ON STATE AGENCY 

All Tnformation on this form is available to the public upon request, · 

Agency 
, 'Tle: w 

Campaign Finance Board 

(Name of board, council, commission or tasl< force to which you are applying.) 
Position Member 
Sought~ 

(Membership position sought or enter ''mernb1W" if no specific requirements exrst for position sought.) 
Applicant Scott B. Heintzeman . 
Name; 111 

(First Narne) 
AppHcant 4610 Polaris Lane 
Address:~ 

(Street) 

(Last Name) 
Plymouth MN 

(City) (State) (Zip) 

Work Phone:* L763_L212- .3333_______ Home Phone: L763_l_559_:_9386,...._ ______ _ 

E~MAIL: "'_ScottBH@att.net:..._· ____________ e:__ • ..._c-_L_. · ..... L_. _:\?....;\fd....,.Ar-N.;;_1 £_·-='·~-·· . ._...:..( ..;;;;;2;;...-.........;:7....:Z~~~·---4~~D~--:.-

County: ..... Hennepin MN Ho~se of Rep District:...., 43_ U.S. House of Rep Distric~: __ 3 ___ ....,_ 

" lndicstss information that wlll ~ppenr en the Office oft~e Secretary of State web site: www.sos.8fute.mn.L(s 

Hav~ you ever been eonvic~ of a felony: Yes_ No_x .......... _ 

Did the Appointing Authority suggest you submit your application? YES :._x__ NO ......__ 

Please attach a cu.rrent resume or a b/og~phlcal sta_tement eontalrilng work history, education, 
community actlvltles, etc.., and any other Information the Applicant or Noinfnatlng Person feels 
would:be. herpfuf to the Appointing Authority. · . . 

OPTIONAL. STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The following information is optional and voluntary; lnforrnati,on is c0rfected ·for, and compiled in, the annual report on the ope 
appointments process pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §15.0S97. . . . 

Race"': _African American I Black 
Sex: Fernale 

.... X_Mafe 
Politi car 
Party: 

_ Pernocratic-Farmer-La bor 
,__GreeJl 

_American Indian I Alaska Nati e 

Disability._ Yes 
_x_No 

_fndependence 
-~epubJican 

O~er __ ~~~~~ 
_X_ No parfy preference 

National·Origim _USA,-------..------~­
(CountrY of O~Qin or Principle Tribe) 

_Asian 
_Hispanio 
_ Native Hawaiian I Pacific lslan er 
X White · 

:_:Other Race -------i. 
("' Select. as many as apply) 

above information is· correct and that I satisfy al~gally prescribed qualification for 

~1!06 . 
-=--~~..::-._t....:;;.:::;...:::;..._....-...lt:....IL.......~~~~~~---~~~~~ 

($ignature o Applk:ant)"'" (Date) 
'other person or group Js nominatin~ the appllcant, the applicant's signatur~ l11dlc~tes consent to nomination. 

Office of the Secretary of State, Open Appointments 
180 State Office Building 

FAX: (651) 296~9073 
Phone~ (651) 297·5845 

MArL., FAX, OR SUBMIT 
APPJ..JCATION IN 
PERSON, TO: 100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 55155-1299 
Ema.m open.appointrnents@state.mn us 

format 

FOR OFFJCE USE: Sub by M:._.-.--_AA: _____ ~.....---------Trans Date: _____ -+-_ 



. N0 .. 296 P.3 

From: Jim Schroer, presJdent and CEO .. CMG ~nd 
· Steve Geiger! vice presklet1t~ Enterprise Transformation and Integration 

To: CMG colleague~ worldwide 

Scott Heintzernan named VP I CIO for Carlson Marketing Gro~p· 

We're pleased to announce that Scott Heintz.eman, a 33~year veteran of Carlson Hotels 
·Worldwide, has been named to the new position of chief infot111ation officer for 
Carlson Marketing Group. Jn this role, he will identify, develop and continue. strategies 
that wm support a focused, effe.cfive and efficient customer-centric marketing approach, 
using modular, shared-systems architecture. 

Scott wilt lead all of CMG~s IT efforts across the companyas well as security, project 
management, and enterprise and technical architecture. In his similar role at CHW, Scott 
led technology initiativee for-the Carlson hotel brands (Regent International Hotels; 
Radisson Hotets & Resorts; Park Plaza· Hotels & Resorts; Country Inns & Su.ite~ By 
Carlson; and Park Inn). · · 

. Throughou.t his career, Scott.has kept Carlson Hotels on the leading edge of technical 
innovation within the hospitality industry. Most recently1 he wa~ responsible for the 
launch of Radiss·on's "t=xpress Yourself," the hotel industry's first onlin·e check-in system 
that allows guests to check-in to their hotel up to seven days in ~dvance of their arrival 
via the Radisson.com web site. 

Scott was also ihstrumenta1 in several other technology initiatives for the company 
irt_clutjing: acquiring registered patents for "L9ok To Book,~ Carlson's travel agent . 
~ncentive program; deplpying Carlson~s firs~ we9 site in 1995; he~ping ·create the · 
seamless interface standard for the Gl.obal Distribution Systems; and directing the 
development of Carlson's central reservations system, 11Curtis-C," which has· been 
named as a Cornell University "Best Practice.'' In addition 1 "Curtis-C" is recorded.in the 
permanent archives cf the Smithsonian Institute for its innovative and industry reading. 
capabilities. · 

. Scott re~ived his mast~r of business administration ·degree from the University of · 
Minnesota and completed the university's Carlson School of Management Minnesota 
Management Program and Minnesota Executive Program. ln 19991 he vvas inducted Into 
·the International Hospitanty Technology Hall of Fame~ a very prestigious honor 
sponsored by the Hospitality fihancial and Technology -Professionals. 



Statement of Economic Interest for Public Officials 

Name: 

Occupation: 

Business 
Address: 

Employer 
Name: 
Appointment 
Date: 

:.:·;.. . . ". :: ;. _:.· ·:.: . .. .. . . . .: : _;•• . 

Public Officallnforlllation 
Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board 

Heintzeman, Scott 

CIO Information Technology 

PO Box 59159 

Minneapolis, MN 55459 

Carlson Marketing 

02/15/06 

Soµrces ofCompensation. 
Applicable categories 

Page 1of1 

Name of Source 
Carlson Marketing 

Director Officer Owner Member Partner Employer Employee Honorarium 
x 

Name of Securities 
Ameriprise Retirement Services 
Carlson Companies Deferred Comp Plan 

CGM Focus Fund 
CGM Realty Fund 

Street 
Address and 
Municipality County 
or Section, 

Own 

Township 
and Range 

Wright 6355 North 
Yes 

Shore Dr 

None Reported 

Contract 
lVlortgage 

for deed 

No No 

l . ... . .... **LINKS** .. . .. .. ... ~j J ................ c~;~~~1··Ai~~·~·)T-.............. T ........... _ ...... A.g·~·~-~)1 .... i~<l~~ ....................... ~ 

Cur;;~:~blic ii Public Official Index-; 

Campaign :pinance Hmne. Page 

http://www.cfboard.state.mn.us/eis/rpdetail/rpl 17 _7326.html 

option option 
to buy, to buy, Acreage 
$2500 $50,000 

No No 

3/8/2006 



Senate Counsel Bill Summary S.F. 1389 (Regular Session) 

Bill Summary 

Senate Counsel & Research 

S.F. No. 1389 ... State Primary in June 
Author: 
Prepared by: 

Date: 

Senator Linda Higgins 

Peter S. Wattson, Senate Counsel (651/296-3812) 

March 7, 2005 

Page 1 of2 

Senate 

State of Minnesota 

S.F. No. 1389 moves the date of the primary from September to the first Tuesday in June. 

Sections 1 to 5 make conforming amendments to change the deadlines for filing certain campaign 
finance reports and affidavits and the notice of the opening of filings for office. 

Section 1 changes from September 1 to one week before the state primary the date when the 
Commissioner of Revenue must certify the amount of available funds in each party account for 
distribution to party candidates who survive the primary. 

Section 2 advances from July 1 to one week before the first day for filing for office the deadline for the 
Commissioner of Revenue to estimate the amount each candidate will be eligibleto receive from the 
general account and the party account and the state elections campaign fund. It also advances from 
August 15 to two weeks after the last day for filing for office, the deadline for the Campaign Finance 
and Public Disclosure Board to notify candidates of the estimated amounts they will be eligible to 
receive in public subsidies. ' 

Section 3 changes the deadline for candidates to file spending limit agreements from September 1 to one 
week before the candidate's state primary. 

Section 4 changes the deadline for candidates to submit affidavits of matching contributions from 
September 1 to one week before the state primary. 

Section 5 changes the deadline for the Secretary of State to notify each county auditor of the offices to 
be voted on in that county at the next state general election from the month of June to no later than 15 
weeks before the state primary. In 2006, if the state primary is the first Tuesday in June, this deadline 
will be February 21. 

Section 6 changes the date of the state primary to the first Tuesday in June. 

Section 7 moves the date of the municipal primary to the first Tuesday in June in even-numbered years, 
but leaves it in September in odd-numbered years. 

Section 8 does likewise for the school district primary. 

Section 9 makes the act effective for the state primary in 2006 and thereafter.· 

http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/Departments/scr/billsumm/2005-2006/senate/regular/Sfl... 3/7/2006 
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1.1 A bill for an act 
1 relating to elections; moving the state primary ~rom September to June and 
1.3 making conforming changes; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 
1.4 lOA.31, su~division 6; lOA.321; lOA.322, subdivision l; lOA.323; 204B.33; 
1.5 204D.03, subdivision 1; 205.065, subdivision 1; 205A.03, subdivision 2. 

1.6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

1.7 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.31, subdivision 6, is amended to read: 

1.8 Subd. 6. Distribution of party accounts. As soon as the board has obtained from 

1.9 the secretary of state the results of the primary election, but no later than one week after 

uo certification by the State Canvassing Board of the results of the primary, the board must 

1.11 distribute the available money in each party account, as certified by the commissioner of 

1.12 revenue on Sept:embet 1 one week before the state primary, to the candidates of that party 

Lu who have signed a spending limit agreement under section lOA.322 and filed the affidavit 

1.14 of contributions required by section lOA.323, who were opposed in either the primary 

1.15 election or the general election, and whose names are to appear on the ballot in the general 

1.16 election, according to the allocations set forth in subdivisions 5 and Sa. The public subsidy 

1.17 from the party account may not be paid in an amount greater than the expenditure limit 

1.18 of the candidate or the expenditure limit that would have applied to the candidate if the 

1.19 candidate had not been freed from expenditure limits under section lOA.25, subdivision 

1.20 10. If a candidate files the affidavit required by section lOA.323 after Sept:ember 1 of the 

i.21 general election )Cat less than one week before the state primary, the board must pay the 

1.22 candidate's allocation to the candidate at the next regular payment date for public subsidies 

for that election cycle that occurs at least 15 days after the candidate files the affidavit. 

Section 1. 1 
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2.1 Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.321, is amended to read: 

2.2 lOA.321 ESTIMATES OF MINIMUM AMOUNTS TO BE RECEIVED. 

2 Subdivision 1. Calculation and certification of estimates. The commissioner of 

2.4 revenue must calculate and certify to the board one week before hllji 1 the first day for 

2.s filing for office in each election year an estimate of the total amount in the state general 

2.6 · account of the state elections campaign fund and the amount of money each candidate 

2.1 who qualifies, as provided in section 1 OA.31, subdivisions 6 and 7, may receive from the 

2.8 candidate's party account in the state election~ campaign fund. This estimate must be 

2.9 based upon the allocations and formulas in section 1 OA.31, subdivisions S and Sa, any 

2.10 necessary vote totals provided by the secretary of state to apply the formulas in section 

2.11 lOA.31, subdivisions Sand Sa, and the amount of money expected to be available after 

2.12 100 percent of the tax returns have been processed. 

2 ·~ Subd. 2. Publication, certification, and notification procedures. Before the 

2.14 first day of filing for office, the board must publish and forward to all filing officers 

2.15 the estimates calculated and certified under subdivision 1 along with a copy of section 

2.16 10A.2S, subdivision 10. Within seven dajis one week after the last day for filing for 

2.11 office, the secretary of state must certify to the board the name, address, office sought, and 

2.18 party affiliation of each candidate who has filed with that office an af:(idavit of candidacy 

2.19 or petition to appear on the ballot. The auditor of each county must certify to the board 

2.20 the same information for each candidate who has filed with that county an affidavit of 

2.21 candidacy or petition to appear on the ballot. Ilji Attgttst 15 Within two weeks after the last 

2.22 day for filing for office, the board must notify all candidates of their estimated minimum 

2.23 amount. The board must include with the notice a form for the agreement provided in 

L. .... -+ section lOA.322 along with a copy of section 10A.2S, subdivision 10. 

2.25 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.322, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

2.26 Subdivision 1. Agreement by candidate. (a) As a condition of receiving a public 

2.21 subsidy; a candidate must sign and file with the board a written agreement in which the 

2.28 candidate agrees that the candidate will comply with sections 1 OA.2S; 1 OA.27, subdivision 

2.29 10; lOA.31, subdivision 7, paragraph (c); and lOA.324. 

2.30 (b) Before the first day of filing for office, the board must forward agreement forms 

2.31 to all filing officers. The board must also provide agreement forms to candidates on 

2.32 request at any time. The candidate must file the agreement with the board bji September 1 

1 pt eeeding the eandidate' s general deetian at a ~peeial eleetian held at the general eleetian 

2.34 at least one week before the candidate's state primary. An agreement may not be filed 

2.35 after that date. An agreement once filed may not be rescinded. · 

Sec. 3. 2 
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3.1 ( c) The board must notify the commissioner of revenue of any agreement signed 

3.2 under this subdivision. 

( d) Notwithstanding paragraph (b ), if a vacancy occurs that will be filled by means 

3.4 of a special election and the filing period does not coincide with the filing period for the 

3.5 general election, a candidate may sign and submit a spending limit agreement not later 

3.6 than the day after the candidate files the affidavit of candidacy or nominating petition 

3.7 for the office. 

3.8 Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.323, is amended to read: 

3.9 lOA.323 AFFIDAVIT OF.CONTRIBUTIONS. 

3.10 In addition to the requirements of section lOA.322, to be eligible to receive a public 

3.11 subsidy under section lOA.31 a candidate or the candidate's treasurer must file an affidavit 

,., · 1 with the board stating that during that calendar year the candidate has accumulated 

3.13 contributions from persons eligible to vote in this state in at least the amount indicated for 

3.14 the office sought, counting only the first $50 received from each contributor: 

3.15 (1) candidates for governor and lieutenant governor running together, $35,000; 

3.16 (2) candidates for attorney general, $15,000; 

3.17 (3) candidates for secretary of state and state auditor, separately, $6,000; 

3.18 (4) candidates for the senate, $3,000; and 

3.19 (5) candidates for the house of representatives, $1,500. 

3.20 The affidavit must state the total amount of contributions that have been received 

3.21 from persons eligible to vote in this state, disregarding the portion of any contribution in 

3.22 excess of $50 . 

.J.1:3 The candidate or the candidate's treasurer must submit the affidavit required by 

3.24 this section to the board in writing bji September 1 eJf the general eleetfon jieat at least 

3.25 one week before the sta~e primary. 

3.26 A candidate for a vacancy to be filled at a special election for which the filing period 

3.27 does not coincide with the filing period for the general election must submit the affidavit 

3.28 required by this section to the board within five days after filing the affidavit of candidacy. 

3.29 Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 204B.33, is amended to read: 

3.30 204B.33 NOTICE OF FILING. 

3.31 (a) Between Jttne 1 and Jttl)i 1 in each even nttnibeted )ieat At least 15 weeks before 

_ .. 32 the state primary, the secretary of state shall notify each county auditor of the offices to be 

3.33 voted for in that county at the next state general election for which candidates file with the 

3.34 secretary of state. The notice shall include the time and place of filing for those offices. 

Sec. 5. 3 
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4.1 Within ten days after notification by the secretary of state, each county auditor shall notify 

4.2 each municipal clerk in the county of all the offices to be voted for in the county at that 

4." election and the time and place for filing for those offices. The· county auditors and 

4.4 municipal clerks shall promptly post a copy of that notice in their offices. 

4.5 (b) At least two weeks before the first day to file an affidavit of candidacy, the 

4.6 county auditor shall publish a notice stating the first and last dates on which affidavits of 

4.7 candidacy may be filed in the county auditor's office and the closing time for filing on the 

4.8 last day for filing. The county auditor shall post a similar notice at least ten days before 

4.9 the first day to file affidavits of candidacy. 

4.10 Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 204D.03, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

4.11 Subdivision 1. State primary. The state primary shall be. held on the first Tuesday 

4.12 ttftet the second ~fonda) in Septembe1 June in each even-numbered year to select 

4.u the nominees of the major political parties for partisan offices and the nominees for 

4.14 nonpartisan offices to be filled at the state general election, other than presidential electors. 

4.15 Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 205.065, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

4.16 Subdivision 1. Establishing primary. A municipal primary for the purpose of 

4.17 nominating elective officers may be held in any city on the first Tuesday after the second 

4.18 Monday in September of any an odd-numbered year or on the date of the state primary in 

4.19 an even-numbered year. The municipal primary must be held in the same year in which a 

4.20 municipal general election is to be held for the purpose of electing officers. 

Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 205.13, subdivision la, is amended to read: 

4.22 Subd. 1 a. Filing period. In municipalities nominating candidates at a municipal 

4.23 primary, an affidavit of candidacy for a city office or town office voted on in November 

4.24 must be filed not more than 70 days nor less than 56 days before the fir8t Tttesda) after the 

4.25 seeond ~fonda) in September preceding the municipal general election primary. In all 

4.26 other municipalities, an affidavit of candidacy must be filed not more than 70 days and not 

4.27 less than 56 days before the municipal general election. 

4.28 Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 205A.03, subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

4.29 Subd. 2. Date. The school district primary must be held on the first Tuesday after 

' "O the second Monday in September of an odd-numbered year or on the date of the state 

4.31 primary in an even-numbered year. The primary must be held in the year when the school 

Sec. 9. 4 
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5.1 district general election is held. The clerk shall give notice of the primary in the manner 

5.2 provided in section 205A.07. 

5.3 Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 205A.06, subdivision la, is amended to read: 

5.4 Subd. la. Filing period. Affidavits of candidacy must be filed with the school 

5.5 district clerk no earlier than the 70th day and no later than the 56th day before the first 

5.6 Tuesday after the second Monday in September in the )iCat when the school district 

5.7 general election is held in an odd-numbered year or before the state primafv when the 

5.8 school district general election is held in an even..:numbered year. 

5.9 Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 447 .32, subdivision 4, is 

5.10 amended to read: 

5.1.1 Subd. 4. Candidates; ballots; certifying election. A person who wants to be a 

5.12 candidate for the hospital board shall file an affidavit of candidacy for the election either 

5.13 as member at large or as a member representing the city or town where the candidate 

5.14 resides. The affidavit of candidacy must be filed with the city or town clerk not more than 

5.15 70 days nor less than 56 days before the :first Tnesdaji after the fir~t ·Mondaji in Nov ember 

5.16 of the )iCat in ~hieh the general election i~ held state primary. The city or town clerk must 

5.17 forward the affidavits of candidacy to the clerk of the hospital district or, for the first 

5.18 election, the clerk of the most populous city or town immediately after the last day of 

5.19 the filing period. A candidate may withdraw from the election by filing an affidavit of 

5.20 withdrawal with the clerk of the district no later than 5:00 p.m. two days after the last 

5.21 day to file affidavits of candidacy. 

5. ~ Voting must be by secret ballot. The clerk shall prepare, at the expense of the 

5.23 district, necessary ballots for the election of officers. Ballots must be printed on tan paper 

5.24 and prepared as provided in the rules of the secretary of state. The ballots must be marked 

5.25 and initialed by at least two judges as official ballots and used exclusively at the election. 

5.26 Any proposition to be voted on may also authorize the use of voting systems subject 

5.27 to chapter 206. Enough election judges may be appointed to receive the votes at each 

5.28 polling place. The election judges shall act as clerks of election, count the ballots cast, 

5.29 and submit them to the board for canvass. 

5.30 After canvassing the election, the board shall issue a certificate of election to the 

5.31 candidate who received the largest number of votes cast for each office. The clerk shall 

,.. , deliver the certificate to the person entitled to it in person of by certified mail. Each 

5.33 person certified shall file an acceptance and oath of office in writing with the clerk within 

5.34 30 days after the date of delivery or mailing of the certificate. The board may fill in any 

Sec. 11. 5 



03/08/06 SENATEE CM SS1389CE 

6.1 office as provided in subdivision 1 if the person elected fails to qualify within 30 days, but 

6.2 qualification is effective if made before the board acts to fill the vacancy. 

6.3 Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

6.4 This act is effective for the state primary in 2006 and thereafter. 

Sec. 12. 6 
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Senator moves to amend S.F. No. 1389 as follows: 

Page 5, after line 30, insert: 

"Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 205.13, 

subdivision la, is amended to read: 

subd. la. [FILING PERIOD.] In municipalities nominating 

candidates at a municipal primary, an affidavit of candidacy for 

a city office or town office voted on in November must be filed 

not more than 70 days nor less than 56 days before ehe-£~rse 

'i1ttesaay-a£eer-ehe-seeefid-Mefl.day-~fi-Se~eem:ber-~reeed~fig- the 

municipal g-efiera~-e~eee~efi primary. In all other 

municipalities, an affidavit of candidacy must be filed not more 

than 70 days and not less than 56 days before the municipal 

general election." 

Page 6, after line 3, insert: 

"Sec. 10. Minnesota St~tutes 2004, section 205A.06, 

subdivision la, is amended to read: 

subd. la. [FILING PERIOD.] Affidavits of candidacy must be 

filed with the school district clerk no earlier than the 70th 

·day and no later than the 56th day before the first Tuesday 

after the second Monday in September ~fi-ehe-year when the school 

district general election is held in an odd-numbered year or 

before the state primary when the school district general 

election is held in an even-numbered year. 

Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 447.32, 

subdivision 4, is amended to read: 

Subd. 4. [CANDIDATES; BALLOTS; CERTIFYING ELECTION.] A 

person who wants to be a candidate for the.hospital board shall 

file an affidavit of candidacy for the election either as member 

at large or as a member representing the city or town where the 

candidate resides. The affidavit of candidacy must be filed 

with the city or town clerk not more than ten weeks nor less 

than eight weeks before the 'i1ttesday-a£eer-ehe-seeefl.d-Mefl.day-~fi 

se~eem:be~-e£-ehe-year-~fi-wh~eh-ehe-g-efiera~-e~eee~efl.-~s-he~d 

state primary. The city or town clerk must forward the 

affidavits of candidacy to the clerk of the hospital district 

or, for the first election, the clerk of the most populous city 

1 
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1 or town immediately after the last day of the filing period. A 

2 candidate may withdraw from the election by filing an affidavit 

3 of withdrawal with the clerk of the district no later than 5:00 

4 p.m. two days after the last day to file affidavits of candidacy. 

5 Voting must be by secret ballot. The clerk shall prepare, 

6 at the expense of the district, necessary ballots for the 

7 election of officers. Ballots must be printed on tan paper and 

8 prepared as provided in the rules of the secretary of state. 

9 The ballots must be marked and initialed by at least t~o judges 

10 as official ballots and used exclusively at the election. Any 

11 proposition to be voted on may be printed on the ballot provided 

12 for the election of officers. The hospital board may al~o 

13 authorize the use of voting systems subject to chapter 206. 

14 Enough election judges may be appointed to receive the votes at 

15 each polling place. The election judges shall act as c~erks of 

16 election, count the ballots cast, and submit them to the board 

17 for canvass. 

18 After canvassing the election, the board shall issue a 

19 certificate of election to the candidate who received the 

20 largest number of votes cast for each office. The clerk shall 

21 deliver the certificate to the person entitled to it in person 

22 or by certified mail. Each person certified shall file an 

23 acceptance and oath of office in writing with the clerk within 

24 30 days after the date of delivery or mailing of the 

25 certificate. The board may fill any office as provided in 

26 subdivision 1 if the person elected fails to qualify within 30 

27 days, but qualification is effective if made before the board 

28 acts to fill the vacancy." 

29 Renumber the sections in sequence and correct the internal 

·30 references 

31 Amend the title accordingly 

2 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 

Date: March, ~ 2006 
'(1(\0'\ 

Senator __ requested a Roll Call Vote on: 

1. Oadoption of __ amendment 

2. IZI. passage of S-. F. No.--'---

3. Oadoption of __ motion __ 

SENATOR YES NO 
Fishbach D CC]. 

Higgins (2g D 
Hottinger ~ D 

Koch D fK] 

Limmer D 11:1 
Marty D [lJ 

Marko rt] D 
Pariseau D 0 
Scheid ~ D 
Wiger EiJ D 

D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 

TOTALS 
I 

There being S- Yes votes and _5_No votes the Motion: 

Prevailed D 
Did Not Prevail 1/3 

PASS ABSENT 

D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 

I I 
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[REVISOR ] CEL/VM OS-2451 

Senators ffiggins, Wiger, Lourey and McGinn introduced-­

S.F. No.1086: Referred to the Committee on Elections. 

1 A bill for an act 

2 relating to elections; authorizing early voting by 
3 absentee ballot at certain locations without 
4 qual°ification; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, 
5 section 203B.02, by adding a subdivision. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

7 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.02, is 

8 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

9 Subd. 4. [EARLY VOTING.] Any eligible voter who desires to 

10 vote in person at the office of the county auditor or municipal 

11 clerk, or at another location designated by the county auditor 

12 or municipal clerk for early voting, may vote by absentee ballot 

13 as provided in sections 203B.04 to 203B.15 at any time after 

14 absentee ballots become available. 

1 
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u Senator- .................... moves to amend S.F. No. 1086 as follows: 

1.2 Page 3, delete section 3 and insert: 

1.3 "Sec. 3. Minnes.ota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 203B.04, subdivision 1, 

1.4 is amended to read: 

1.5 Subdivision 1. Application procedures. Except as otherwise allowed by 

1.6 subdivision 2, an application for absentee ballots for any election may be submitted at 

1.7 any.time not less than one day before the day of that election. The county auditor shall 

1.8 prepare absentee ballot application forms in the format provided by the secretary of state, 

1.9 notwithstanding rules on absentee ballot forms, and shall furnish them to any person on 

1.10 request. By January I of each even-numbered year, the secretary of state shall male~ the 

1.11 forms to be used available to auditors through electronic means. An application submitted 

1.12 pursuant to this subdivision shall be in writing and shall be submitted to: 

1.13 Wfilthe county auditor of the county where the applicant maintains residence; or 

1.14 fb7filthe municipal clerk of the municipality, or school district if applicable, where 

1.15 the applicant maintains residence. 

1.16 An application shall be approved if it is timely received, signed and dated by the 

1.17 applicant, contains the applicant's name and residence and mailing addresses, and states 

1.18 that the applicant is eligible to vote by absentee ballot fo:t one of the rea!5on!5 specified in 

1.19 3eeti()n 203D.02. The application may contain a request for the voter's date of birth, which 

1.20 must not be made available for public inspection. An application may be submitted to 

1.21 the county auditor or municipal clerk by an electronic facsimile device. An application 

1.22 mailed or returned in person to the county auditor or municipal clerk on behalf of a voter 
~~ 

1.23 by a person other than the voter must be deposited in the mail or returned in person to 

1.24 the county auditor or municipal clerk within ten days after it has been dated by the voter 

1.25 and no later than six days before the election. The absentee ballot applications or a list of 

1.26 persons applying for an absentee ballot may not be made available for public inspection 

1.27 until the close of voting on election day. 

1 
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2.1 An application under this subdivision may contain an application under subdivision 

2.2 5 to automatically receive an absentee ballot application." 

2 
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1 Senator ..... moves to amend S.F. No. 1086 as follows: 

2 Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

i4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

"Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 201.022, 

subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

Subdivision 1. [ESTABLISHMENT.] The secretary of state 

shall maintain a statewide voter registration system to 

facilitate voter registration and to provide a central database 

containing voter registration information from around the 

state. The system must be accessible to the county auditor of 

each county in the state. The system must also: 

(1) provide for voters to submit their voter registration 

applications to any county auditor, the secretary of state, or 

the Department of Public Safety; 

(2) provide for the definition, establishment, and 

maintenance of a central database for all voter registration 

information; 

(3) provide for entering data into the statewide 

registration system; 

(4) provide for electronic transfer of completed voter 

registration applications from the Department of Public Safety 

to the secretary of state or the county auditor; 

(5) assign a unique identifier to each legally registered 

23 voter in the state; 

.4 (6) provide for the acceptance of the Minnesota driver's 

25 license number, Minnesota state identification number, and last 

26 four digits of the Social Security number for each voter record; 

27 (7) coordinate with other agency databases within the 

28 state; 

29 (8) allow county auditors and the secretary of state to add 

30 or modify information in the system to provide for accurate and 

31 up-to-date records; 

32 (9) allow county auditors, municipal and school district 

33 clerks, and the secretary of state to have electronic access to 

14 the statewide registration system for review and search 

35 capabilities; 

36 (10) provide security and protection of all information in 

1 
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1 the statewide registration system and ensure that unauthorized 

2 access is not allowed; 

3 (11) provide access to municipal clerks to use the system; 

4 (12) provide a system for each county to identify the 

5 precinct to which a voter should be assigned for voting 

6 purposes; 

7 (13) provide daily reports accessible by county auditors on 

8 . the driver's license numbers, state identification numbers, or 

9 last four digits of the Social Security numbers submitted on 

10 voter registration applications that have been verified as 

11 accurate by the secretary of state; aHd 

12 (14) provide reports on the number of absentee ballots 

13 transmitted to and returned and cast by voters under section 

14 203B.16; and 

15 J15) provide rosters, master lists, and other reports 

16 necessary for early voting. 

17 The appropriate state or local official shall provide 

18 security measures to prevent unauthorized access to the 

19 computerized list established under section 201.021. 

20 Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.02, 

21 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

22 Subdivision 1. [BNAB~E-~8-S8-~8-P9~~~NS-Pr.A€E ELIGIBILITY 

23 FOR ABSENTEE VOTING.] Any eligible voter whe-reaseHah±y-e~~eees 

24 ee-ee-ttnae±e-ee-~e-ee-ehe-~e±±±n~-~±aee-en-e±eee±en-day-±n-ehe 

25 ~ree±nee-where-ehe-±nd±v±dtta±-ma±nea±Hs-res±denee-eeeattse-e£ 

26 aesenee-£rem-ehe-~ree±nee7-±±±ness7-d±sae±±±ey7-re±±~±etts 

27 d~se±~±±ne7-eeservanee-e£-a-re±±~±etts-he±±day7-er-serv±ee-as-an 

28 e±eee±eH-jttd~e-±n-aHeeher-~ree±nee may vote by absentee ballot 

29 as provided in sections 203B.04 to 203B.15. 

30 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.04, 

31 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

32 Subdivision 1. [APPLICATION PROCEDURES.] Except as 

33 otherwise allowed by subdivision 2, an application for absentee 

34 ballots for any election may be submitted at any time not less 

35 than one day before the day of that election. The county 

36 auditor shall prepare absentee ballot application forms in the 

2 
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1 format provided in the rules of the secretary of state and shall 

2 furnish them to any person on request. An application submitted 

3 pursuant to this subdivision shall be in writing and shall be 

4 submitted to: 

5 fat J..!l the county auditor of the county where the 

6 applicant maintains residence; or 

7 fbt ~ the municipal clerk of the municipality, or school 

8 district if applicable, where the applicant maintains residence. 

9 An application shall be approved if it is timely received, 

10 signed and dated by the applicant, contains the applicant's name 

11 and residence and mailing addresses, and states that the 

12 applicant is eligible to vote by absentee ballot £er-eHe-e£-~he 

13 reaseHs-s~ee~£~ea-~H-see~~eH-z93B~ez. The application may 

L4 contain a request for the voter's date of birth, which must not 

15 be made available for public inspection. An application may be 

16 submitted to the county auditor or municipal clerk by an 

17 electronic facsimile device. An application mailed or returned 

18 in person to the county auditor or municipal clerk on behalf of 

19 a voter by a person other than the voter must be deposited in 

20 the mail or returned in person to the county auditor or 

21 municipal clerk within ten days after it has been dated by the 

22 voter and no later than six days before the election. The 

23 absentee ballot applications or a list of persons applying for 

4 an absentee ballot may not be made available for public 

25 inspection until the close of voting on election day. 

26 An application under this subdivision may contain an 

27 application under subdivision 5 to automatically receive an 

28 absentee ballot application. 

29 Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.085, is 

30 amended to read: 

31 203B.085 [COUNTY AUDITOR'S AND MUNICIPAL CLERK'S OFFICES TO 

32 REMAIN OPEN DURING CERTAIN HOURS PRECEDING ELECTION.] 

33 The county auditor's office in each county and the clerk's 

~4 office in each city or town authorized under section 203B.05 to 

35 administer absentee balloting must be open for acceptance of 

36 absentee ballot appl_ications and casting of absentee ballots 

3 
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1 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on Saturday and until s~ae 

2 ~·m• 12:00 noon on the day immediately preceding a primary, 

3 special, or general election unless that day falls on a Saturday 

4 or Sunday. Town clerks' offices must be open for absentee 

5 voting from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon on the Saturday before a 

6 town general election held in March. The school district clerk, 

7 when performing the county auditor's.election duties, need not 

8 comply with this section. 

9 Sec. 5. [203B.30] [EARLY VOTING.] 

10 Subdivision 1. (AUTHORIZATION; POLLING PLACE DESIGNATION.] 

11 An eligible voter may cast a ballot at the county auditor's 

12 off ice or at any other polling place designated for early voting 

13 by the county auditor during the eight days before a regularly 

14 scheduled primary or election. Early voting on the Saturday and 

15 Monday before the election must occur during the same hours 

16 provided for absentee voting. The county auditor shall 

17 designate the polling places for early voting no later than 90 

18 days before the election and publish a notice of the early 

19 voting polling place locations one week before the first day for 

20 early voting. 

21 Subd. 2. [V0TING PROCEDURE.] A voter shall sign an early 

22 voting roster that must include the certification provided in 

23 section 204C.10. An individual who is not registered to vote 

24 must register in the manner provided in section 201.061, 

25 subdivision 3. After the roster has been signed, the 

26 appropriate ballot for the voter's precinct, initialed by two 

27 election judges, must be provided to the voter. The ballot must 

28 be marked by the voter and deposited in either a precinct voting 

29 system or in a sealed ballot box. A voter may not leave the 

30 polling place with the ballot. 

31 Subd. 3. [RECORD OF VOTING.] The county auditor shall 

32 provide the municipal clerks with the names of individuals who 

33 have signed the early voting roster. The polling place rosters 

34 must be marked no later than 7:00 a.m. on election day to 

35 indicate the voters who have cast a ballot by early voting. The 

36 rosters may be marked either by the municipal clerk before 

4 
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1 election day or by the election judges on election day. A voter 

2 who has cast a ballot by early voting must not be permitted to 

3 vote at the polling place on election day. An absentee ballot 

4 received from a voter who has cast a ballot by early voting must 

5 be rejected by the election judges. 

6 Subd. 4. [COUNTING AND COMPILING VOTES.] Before election 

7 day, the county auditor shall remove the early-voted ballots 

8 from the ballot box or precinct voting system, sort the ballots 

9 by precinct, and enclose them in a sealed envelope or container. 

10 If the ballots have not been counted, they must be delivered 

11 either to the election judges at the appropriate polling place 

12 or to the counting center before the close of voting on election 

13 day. Ballots that have been counted must be securely stored by 

14 the county auditor with the balance of the ballots from each 

15 respective precinct and the vote totals from these ballots must 

16 be added to the results from the polling place. 

17 Vote totals from early voting may not be made public until 

18 the close of voting on election day. 

19 Subd. 5. [SPECIAL ELECTIONS.] Early voting for a special 

20 election must begin no earlier than four days before the 

21 election." 

22 Delete the title and insert: 

23 "A bill for an act 

24 relating to elections; authorizing early voting; 
25 making it easier to vote by absentee ballot; amending 
26 Minnesota Statutes 2004,. sections 201.022, subdivision 
27 1; 203B.02, subdivision 1; 203B.04, subdivision 1; 
28 203B.085; proposing coding for new law in Minnesota 
29 Statutes, chapter 203B." 

5 
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EARLY VOTING 
By Kae W amock 

Vol. 2, No. 42 

Early voting is the latest twist on absentee voting in the states. Traditionally', voting absentee was a 
choice for those who were planning to be outside the state or had health problems that would 
preclude their voting on election day. Unlike traditional absentee voting, those choosing to vote early 
are not required to give a reason for it, they merely need to be eligible to vote. In some early voting 
states, satellite voting locations are made available or extended hours are offered. 

Early voting was created to encourage more people to go to the polls and to offer an alternative to the 
· 1ong lines and hassles on election day. The method varies from filing unrestricted in-person absentee 
ballots in OKLAHOMA to opening special polling places in TEXAS. ARIZONA, COLORADO, low A, 

NEVADA, OKLAHOMA, TENNESSEE and TEXAS have enacted some type of early voting law. 

Advocates for early voting cite increases in voter turnout and convenience. Other advantages include 
reduction in the paperwork required for regular absentee voting and greater accessibillty for elderly 
and disabled voters as well as those who might not ordinarily be able to go to the polls on election 
day or during regular hours. 

Satellite 
State Polling Place 

Arizona Yes 
Colorado No 
Iowa Yes 
Nevada Yes 
Oklahoma No 
Tennessee No 
Texas Yes 

Provisions for Early Voting 

Voting Period 

33 days before election to the Friday before election 
24 days before election to the Friday before election 
40 days before election up through the election 
Third Saturday before election to the Friday before election 
Thursday, Friday and Monday before election 
20 days before election to 5 days before election 
20 days before election to 4 days before election 

Setting up and operating temporary polling places for as long as three weeks can result in significant 
costs, however. Also, some candidates fear that if early voting becomes popular, they may have to 
change their campaign methods to accommodate a longer voting period. 

One of the biggest c~ncerns regarding traditional absentee ballots has been the problem of voter 
fraud. With early voting, voters must sign in and signatures can be checked on site. In early voting 
states, polling places have a list or database of registered voters in order to ensure that no one votes 
twice. And, voters may have to show a voting card or official identification at the polling place. 

TEXAS opened the first early voting polling places in 1987. In 1992, data from 15 of the most 
populous counties indicated that early votes constituted approximately 33 percent ·of the votes cast in 
those counties during that election. Texas estimates that in some counties early voting accounted for 
50 percent of voters. COLORADO allowed early voting in the 1992 election, but the only figures 
available are for total absentee voters. Colorado's absentee voters accounted for 13.45 percent of the 
total in that election. In the 1992 election, OKLAHOMA absentee voters accounted for 3.44 percent of 
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the total vote. In ARIZONA, Yavapai County showed an increase of four times as many early voters in 
1992 as absentee voters in 1988. Data are still limited, however, and it will take several elections 
before accurate c.omparative information exists for the states with newer early voting laws. 

Although most states have not ·collected data on the costs of early voting, some counties in TEXAS 
have. The combined cost of in-person and mail-in early voting in Dallas County for the 1992 general 
election was an estimated $2.07 per vote and estimated election day voting costs were 84 cents per 
vote. In the 1992 Republican primary election, total early voting cost an estimated, $3.74 per vote 
while election day voting cost 74 cents per vote. And in the 1994 Republican primary, election costs. 
rose to $11.81 per vote versus an election day cost of $2.07. In Travis County, in-person early voting 
cost an estimated 78 cents per vote in 1992, and mail-in early votes cost an estimated $2.74 per vote. 
Tarrant County estimates that in the 1992 primary early voting cost $12.14 per vote; in the 1992 
November election it cost 88 cents per vote; and in the 1994 primary it cost $17.92 per vote. 

For in-person absentee voting to qualify as early voting, there must be some·significant difference 
between it and standard absentee voting. ARIZONA, low A and OKLAHOMA all have variations of in­
person absentee voting. Although all three states require voters to fill out an application, voters are 
not require~ to give a reason for voting early. Oklahoma accepts in-person absentee ballots at county 
election commission offices. COLORADO residents may v~te at precinct polling places or at special 
early voting polling places. In Arizona, voters in some counties have satellite offices available in 
addition to the main offices of the county recorders. Iowa counties are still experimenting with 
locations for absentee vuting sites. Some counties have tried government buildings, schools, shopping 
malls, senior citizen centers and a library. 

Because many of its polling p!aces are temporary, TEXAS has opened stations in some unlikely places. 
Some of the cou11ties have mobile polling stations that move from location to location much like the 
bookmobiles of the 1960s. Other counties have opened polling stations at malis and retail outlets 
such as Wal-Mart. Early voters in TENNESSEE will cast their ballots at county election commission 
offices. Those in NEVADA will have permanent polling places in county election offices and temporary 
branch poll.ing places. 

Selected References 
Committee on Elections, Texas House of Representatives. Interim Report to the Legislature. Austin, 

Texas, 1992. 
Florida House of Representatives, Committee on Ethics and Elections. Early Voting. Tallahassee, 

Fla., 1993. 
National Clearinghouse on Election Administration, Federal Election Commission. Innovations in 

Elec;tion Administration 9, Early Voting. Washington, D.C., 1994. 

Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. §16-541 to 16-552 (West 1993) 
Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. §1-8-101 to·l-8-128 (West 1993) 
Iowa Code Ann. §53.1 to 53.50 (West 1994) 
Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. §293.356 to 293.361 (1993) 
Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 26, §14-115.4 (West 1994) 
Tenn. Code Ann.§2-6-101 to ;JJ (1994) 
Tex. Elec. Code Ann. tit. 7 §81.001 to 85.072 (Vernon 1994) 

Contacts For More Information 
Penelope Bonsall 
National Clearinghouse on Election Administration 
(202) 219-3670 

Kae Warnock 
NCSL-Denver 
(303) 830-2200 
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NATIONAL CONFER.ENCE of STATE LEGISLATU~ES 

The Porum for .America's ldeu 

Absentee and Early Voting 
Updated October 27, 2004 

All states offer voters the option of voting prior to the election. ·In some states, the ballots are 
returned by mail. This 1s referred to as absentee voting. Other states permit voters to vote in 
person at the offices of county clerks or at other satellite voting locations. This is referred to 
as ~arly voting or in-person absentee voting. 

Absentee Voting. 
Absentee voting is conducted by mail-in paper ballot prior to the day of the election. While all 
states offer some version of it, there is quite a lot of variation in states' procedures for 
absentee voting. For instance, some states offer "no-excuse" absentee voting, allowing any 
registered voter to vote absentee without requiring that the voter state a reason for his/her 
desire to vote absentee. Other states permit voters to vote absentee only under a limited set of 
circumstances. 

No-Excuse Absentee Voting 

The following states permit any registered voter to vote 
by absentee ballot. Voters are not required to state 
their reason or excuse for voting by .absentee ballot. 

Alaska 
Arizona 

California 
Colorado 
Florida 

Nevada 
New Mexico 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 

Oklahoma 
Hawaii Oregon* 
Idaho South Dakota 

Indiana Utah 
Iowa Vermont 

Kansas Washington 
Maine West Virginia 

Montana Wisconsin 
Nebraska Wyoming 

* Oregon conducts all elections solely by mail ballot. 

Postage: In most states, the voter must put a stamp on the return envelope for the absentee 
ballot. Just four states pay the return postage for absentee ballots. Those states are Hawaii, 
Minnesota, Nevada, and West Virginia. 



commissioners 
Wisconsin Close of polls Between open and Ward election 

close of polls inspectors 
Wyoming 7pm election day Close of polls County clerk or 3 

election judges 
Note: Data in this chart was compiled from the web site of the Federal Elections Commission, 
www.fec.gov/pages/faqabsentee.htm, on August 18, 2004. 

Early Voting 
About half the states-23., to be exact-offer some sort of early voting. Early voting differs 
from absentee voting in that voters may visit an election official's office or, iii some states, 
other satellite.voting locations, and cast a vote in person. Satellite voting locations vary by 
state, and may include other county and state offices (besides the election official's office), 
grocery stores, shopping malls, schools,.libraries, and other locations. Early voting generally 
is conducted on the same voting equipment used in the regular election, as opposed to absentee 
voting, which is conducted on mail-in paper ballots. The time period for early voting varies 
from state to state, but ~ost often it is available during a period of 10-14 days before the 
election, generally ending on the Friday or Saturday immediately preceding the election. 

Early Voting 

The following states permit in-person early voting at 
election offices and, in some states, other satellite 
locations. · 

Alaska 
Arizona 

Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Indiana 

Iowa 
Kansas 
Maine 

Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Mexico 
North Carolina 
North Dakota* 
~Oklahoma 
Tennessee 

Texas 
Utah 

Vermont 
West Virginia 

* Early voting is not offered in all counties, but may be offered at 
the county election officer's discretion. 

For More Information 
Other sources of information on absentee and early voting include the following: 

Election Assistance Commission 
Federal Voting Assistance Program (for military and overseas voters) 
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (text of federal law) 
Federal Post Card Application (for registration and abserltee ballot request) 

5 Source: National Conference of State Legislatures 
October 2004 
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Vote cast for new kind of U.S. elections 
Robert Tanner 

ssociated Press "···--- .. "··-~ 
.r'ublished June 7, 2005 , ·, ···· .. 

The nation's election administrators say it's time to restructure elections to reflect the way Ameri::~­
live, scrapping neighborhood precincts and Election Day for large, customer-oriented "vote centers" 
where people could cast ballots over a period of weeks. 

In a sweeping report to be released today, state and local officials focus much of their.attention on voters 
and poll workers rather than voting machines -- the subject of so much debate since the 2000 
presidential race. · 

"We are looking forward. We are looking at ways to make elections better," said Dawn Williams, who 
oversees voting in Marshall County, Iowa. She co-chaired a task force of officials and former officials 
from 15 states set up by the Houston-based Election Center. · 

I ' 

So-called "universal vote centers," introduced two years ago on a limited basis in Colorado, could end 
some of the \1iggest .flaws in the U.S. voting system, administrators said. 

~uch centers elimin·ate confusion over where to vote, since everyone in a county can vote at any center; 
..:duce lines by allowing for more equipment and staff at fewer locations, and prevent mistakes by better 

marshaling well-trained election officials along with day workers. 

"It addresses what happened in Florida in 2000 better than the Help America Vote Act" -- the law 
Congress passed three years ago, said Scott Doyle, county clerk in Larimer County, Colo., who came up 
with the idea. "It's the way America lives. Why shouldn't America vote that way?" 

Doyle got Colorado law changed to allow him to replace 143 precincts with 20 vote cent~rs. The larger 
facilities -- hotel ballrooms and state fairgrounds -- allow easier access and parking for voters and more 
efficient concentration of resources for administrators. 

Doyle said the centers allow counties to save several hundred thousand dollars by buying fewer 
handicapped-accessible voting machines, since the new federal law requires one at each polling location. 

The report also backs a growing trend toward voting over days and weeks, rather than just on Election 
Day. 

At least 30 states already have expanded absentee voting to "no excuse" voting -- so anyone who wants 
) vote absentee is allowed. In some places, residents also can vote, in person, as much as a month ahead 

of Election Day. 

The report also urges state legislators to consider an "independently verifiable" record of each voter's 
ballot from ATM-style touch-screen voting machines that could be electronic, video or some other form 
-- pointedly downplaying a widespread push for paper receipts from touchscreens. 

The task force also suggested that states: 

http://www.startribune.com/ dynamic/ story. php ?template=print_ a&story=5442940 6/7/2005 
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• Prohibit companies that register new voters from getting .Paid by the number of registrants. 

• Assist felons by providing them with a faster way to regain voting rights, where allowed. 

• Share voter registration information among states to avoid duplication and safeguard against fraud. 

© Copyright 2005 Star Tribune. All rights reserved. 
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02/23/06 REVISOR 

Senators Ranum, Hottinger, Marty, Higgins and Wige:r introduced­

S.F. No. 2737: Referred to the Committee on Elections . 

. 1 A bill for an act 

XX/HS 

1.2 relating to elections; allowing eligible voters to vote by absentee ballot under 

06-62.11 

1.3 certain public health circumstances; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 
1.4 203B.02, subdivision 1. 

1.5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

1.6 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.02, subdivision 1,. is amended to read: 

1.7 Subdivision 1. Unable to go to polling place. Any eligible voter who reasonably 

1.8 expects to be unable to go to the polling place on election day in the precinct where the 

1.9 individual maintains residence beettttse of may vote by absentee ballot as provided in 

uo sections 203B.04 to 203B.15 for any of the followi~g reasons: absence from the precinct;~ 

1.11 illness;~ disability;~ religious discipline;~ observance of a religious holiday;; isolation or 

1.12 quarantine orders under sections 144.419 to 144.4196; an adyisory to avoid public places 

1.13 in the precinct due to bioterrorism, the spread of a communicable disease, or other threat 

1.14 to public health issued by the governor, commissioner of health, or commissioner of 

1.15 public safety; or service as an election judge .in another precinct ma, "ote b' absentee 

1.16 ballot as provided in sections 203D.04 to 203D.15. 

1.17 EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment. 

Section 1. 1 
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Recent Spread of Bird Flu Confounds Exper.ts 
By ELISABETH ROSENTHAL 

OZZANO EMILIA, Italy - As new outbreaks of bird flu have peppered Europe and Africa in recent 
weeks, experts are realizing that they still have much to learn about how migrating birds spread the A 
(H5Nl) virus, leaving the continents vulnerable to unexpected outbreaks. 

After new scientific research published in February clarified the role of wild birds in spreading the 
disease from its original territory in southern China, the virus promptly moved into dozens oflocations 
in Europe and Africa, following no apparent pattern and upsetting many scientific assumptions about the 
virus and its course around the world. In fact, knowledge of how the virus is spreading in Europe and 
Africa is so rudimentary that experts say there is no way of predicting where it will strike next, although · 
they are now certain that it will, again and again. 

"We know next to nothing about this virus; we have only anecdotal information about where it exists 
and what birds it infects," said Vittorio Guberti, head veterinarian at the Italian National Institute for 
Wildlife here in a rural comer of northeastern Italy. He has been studying influenza in wild birds for 
more than 10 years. 

"We don't even know where to focus. We have to sit and wait for the big epidemic to occur, mid in the 
meantime there will probably be small outbreaks all the time." 

Scientists do not know, for example, which species are the major carriers of A(HSNl). While they 
suspect that there may be a few areas at the fringes of Europe that are perpetually infected with the virus, 
they are not sure exactly where. And while they are convinced that the virus can be carried on trucks, on 
soles of shoes and in fertilizer, they are not sure how significant those routes are. 

"Think about this," Mr. Guberti said in his cluttered laboratory here. "Two million ducks from Nigeria, 
where there is a big problem, will arrive in Italy. And we don't know a thing about them." 

Outbreaks in Nigeria have occurred in commercial poultry, but there is no information about whether the 
disease is in wild birds. Samples from African birds have been shipped to Italy for analysis, but the 
laboratory has been overwhelmed by samples from Europe, a United Nations official confirmed. 

If they are infected, North American birds may be vulnerable, too, since some wading birds from Africa 
will fly as far north as Canada and the United States in the months to come, experts said. 

While A(H5Nl) does not now readily infect humans or spread from person to person, scientists are 
worried that it could acquire that ability, setting off a worldwide human pandemic. Until this year, 
Europe's small fraternity of wild bird researchers was severely underfinanced, its warnings about bird flu 
unheeded. Now the researchers are racing to fill gaps inknowledge and answer crucial questions. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/06/intemationaVeurope/06flu.html?pagewanted=print 31712006 
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In February, new research provided clues about how the A(H5Nl) virus broke out of.its original stalking 
grounds in Southeast Asia, moving to western China and on to the edges of Europe late last year. · 

Dr. Guan Yi and his colleagues at the Univ~rsity of Hong Kong reported in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences that some birds infected with A(H5Nl) could survive for a week; and so 
were capable of spreading the disease over vast areas -· to China's ~emote west and to Mongolia, for 
example. Previously, scientists thought that infected birds would be too sick to cover such distances. 

From there, A(H5Nl) predictably moved on to Russia, Ukraine, Turkey, Romania and the Balkans. But 
the recent pattern of spread, into ~uropean and African nations, has been far more confusing._ 

"For a couple of weeks, it was raining dead swans all over Europe, which left everyone scratching their 
heads," said Jan Slingenberg, a senior veterinary official at the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization in Rome. · 

Wetlands International, a Dutch nonprofit organization that has sent teams to sev~al African nations to 
sample wild birds, has made a list of 17 species it believes are particularly likely to spread A(H5Nl) in 
Europe. There is no list for Africa or Asia. Some species, like pigeons, which have provoked angst in 
European cities, are not particularly susceptible, so there is little point in directing vigilance there, 
officials said. · 

Mr. Guberti and others say they suspect that there are now permanent reservoirs of the disease on 
Europe's doorstep, so that birds like the mute swan may pick up the disease every time they enter the 
Continent. Suspects include the Black Sea and the lower Volga River, areas that have suffered previous 
outbreaks of A(H5Nl), and where mute swans often winter. 

Nations must identify such reservoirs; Mr. Guberti said, so that scientists can see which birds live there 
and where they migrate, creating a kind of early warning system. 

,'·' 

The dead ducks that have been found in various comers of Europe, from Geneva to central Italy and the 
suburbs of Lyon, have proved even.more disquieting to scientists. 

I 

' "It's hard to explain," said Alex Kaat, spokesman for Wetlands International, noting that scientists have 
no idea whether the ducks got the virus from infected poultry nearby, from mute swans, from another 
species that is spreading the disease undetected in Europe - or if they are birds making an early 
migration from infected parts of Africa. 

While ornithologists think that most of the cases in Europe are tied to migration, they are also quick to 
note that wild birds are sometimes unfairly blamed, as in Turkey and Nigeria. "It's easy to blame 
migrating birds, because then no one is responsible," said Juan Lubroth, a senior veterinary health 
officer at the Food and Agriculture Organization. 

In Croatia, for example, Mr. Kaat said, fertilizer made of manure from infected poultry probably spread 
A(H5Nl ). The manure is commonly used to fertilize fish ponds, which are frequent stopover points for 
migrating birds that probably contracted the virus there, he said. The virus persists in water for weeks. 

In Nigeria, the first huge outbreak occurred in January in hens in the north, a dry area far from the 
wetlands that are home to the country's migratory birds. 

"The outbreaks were in the wrong place and at the wrong time of year," Mr. Kaat said. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/06/intemational/europe/06flu.html?pagewanted=print 31712006 



Recent Spread of Bird Flu Confoun'.ds Experts - New York Times Page 3 of3 

Instead, he and others believe, Nigeria's problem was probably caused by the transport of sick birds or · 
bird products infected with A(H5N 1) from another country in Africa or even Asia. . 

Copyright 2006The New York Times Company I Home I Privacy Policy I Search I Corrections I 
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SENATEE SA SS2737R 

Senator Wiger from the Committee on Elections, to which was referred 

S.F. No. 2737: A bill for an act relating to elections; allowing eligible voters to 
vote by absentee ballot under certain public health circumstances; amending Minnesota 
Statutes 2004, section 203B.02, subdivision 1. 

Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill do pass. Report 
adopted. 

March 8, 2006 .................................................... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 
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SENATE 
STATE Of MINNESOTA 

EIGHTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

(SENATE AUTHORS: MARTY, Scheid and Pappas) 

DATE 

01/31/2005 
01/31/2005 
02/03/2005 
02/03/2005 
02/03/2005 

D-PG .OFFICIAL STATUS 

223 Introduction and first reading 
Referred to Elections 
Committee report: To pass as amended 
Second reading 
Author added Pappas 

1 A bill for an act 

.2 relating to elections; authorizing alternative methods 
3 of voting in city elections; permitting in~tant runoff 
4 voting; requiring a report; _proposing coding for new 
5 law in Minnesota Sta_tutes, chap~er 205. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

7 Section 1. [205.85). [METHODS OF VOTING IN CITY ELECTIONS.] 

8 Nothing in Minnesota Statutes prohibits a city from 

9 adopting by ordinance for use in city elections cumulative 

10· voting, ranked-order voting, or another method of voting with a 

11 form of ballot that differs from the form required by s~ction 

12 204B. 36, subdivision 2. If-- a city conducts. a city .election 

13 using an alternative method described in this section, the city 

14 is requested to report on its experience to the.senate and house 

15 committees with jurisdiction over election laws witnin 30 days 

16 after the opening_ of the first legislative session after the 

17 city first uses the alternative voting method. 

1 



ROLL CALL VOTE 

Date: March, ~ 2006 
Fi.· 

Senator __ requested a Roll Call Vote on: 

1. Oadoption of __ amendment 

2. IZJ passage of_. F. No. __ 

3. Oadoption of __ motion __ 

SENATOR YES NO PASS ABSENT 
Fishbach D 0 D D 
Higgins D D D fil 

Hottinger g] D D D 
Koch D L8J D D 

Limmer D ~ D D 
Marty ·[l] D D D 
Marko [751 D D D 

Pariseau D g] D D 
Scheid [2S] D D D 
Wiger [lJ D D D 

D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 
D D D D 

TOTALS 
I I I 

There being __ Yes votes and lNo votes the Motion: 

Prevailed ~ 

Did Not Prevail D 



SENATEE SA SS0642R 

1.1 Senator Wiger from the Committee on Elections, to which was re-referred 

1.2 S.F. No. 642: A bill for an act relating to elections; authorizing alternative methods 
1.3 of voting in city elections; permitting instant runoff voting; requiring a report; proposing 

coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapter 205. 

1.5 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill do pass. Report 
1.6 adopted. 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

1.10 

March 8, 2006 .................................................... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 

1 
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Prepared by: Peter S. Wattson,Senate Counsel.(651/296-3812(V~· 
Date: March 11, 2005 

S.F. No. 385, as amended by the Committee on Elections, is designed· to make it easier to 
vote by absentee ballot. It authorizes any eligible voter to vote by absentee ballot, and it authorizes 
a voter to request that an absentee ballot be sent to the voter using a commercial shipper .at the 
voter's expense. 

The substance ofS .. F. No. 385 has passed the Senate in other forms in previous sessions. It. 
passed the Senate as part ofS.F .. No. 1483 during the 1994 session but died on General Orders in the 
House of Representatives. It also passed as part ofS.F. No. 35 in the 1995 session but again di.ed 
on General Orders in the Hou.se. In 1997, it passed as part of S.F. No. 78 but was vetoed by the 
Governor because of other provisions that allowed hospitai' patients to vote byfa.X. In 1998,. it was 
presented to the Governor as S.F. No. 2148, which left out the provisions authorizing hospital 
patients to vote by fax, but was again vetoed by the Governor, this time be.cause it had been 
supported by only one Republican in the House and "scant more'~ in the Senate. In 1999, ~twas 
introduced as S.F. No. 138, heard and amended in committee, and laid on the table. In 2001, it failed 
on final passage in the Senate, 32-31. In 2003, it passed the Subcommittee on Elections but was 
defeated ~n the Committee on Rules and Administration. In 2004, it was withdrawn from the 
Committee on Rules and Administration and referred to the Committee .on Elections, which passed 
it to the floor, where it died on GeJ?.eral Orders. · 

Section 1 authorizes any eligible voter to vote by absentee ballot. It strikes the specific reasons a 
. voter must now give for being unable to vote in person. 

Section 2 strikes from the absentee ballot application any reference to the reason the voter will be 
unable to vote in pers~n at the polling place on election day. 
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SENATE·· 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

. . . 

EIGHTY-FOURTH -LEGISLATURE 
.385 

(SENATE AUTHORS: MARTY, Higgins and Wiger) · 

DATE D-PG OFFICIAL STATUS 

01/19/2005 
01/19/2005 
02/03/2005 
02/03/2005 

l 03 Introduction and first reading 
Referred to Elections 
Committee report: To pass as. amended 

· Second reading": '-. 

1 A bill fo~.an act. 

... ... 

2 relating to ·elections; making _it . easier. _,to vote by,. 
3 absentee ballot; amending Minnesota Stat1.ftes 2004, . 
4 sections 203B.02, sribdivision l; 203B.04, subdivision.· 
s l; 203B.06, ·subdivision 3j 2cfaB.1r, subdivision 4.· 

6· BE IT ENACTED BY THE ''LEGISLATURE. OF .THE,TSTATE .OF MINNESOTA: r: · subdi::::::n
1
:,isM:::::::at:t:::::s 2004, section 203B.02, 

';:: 

. ...... 

9 Subdivision 1. [ '8NABill3-lfS-ee..:;rp9-p9)l13%NS:-PllAeB"·:;ELIGIBILr'TY 

10 FOR ABSENTEE VOT.ING.] "Any eligible .. ·voter who-re;a~!U~n~b3:y-e~:pee'c:'s 

11 to-be-tt~ab3:e:..eo...;go-eo~·i:he-pe%3:±ng~p%ace·-on~e%·~:cf::~.±~ft-da'f-f·~~~he 

12 prec±nce-where-ehe-±ndf·v·±dtut±~m~fneaf·ns~re~±·a~~e~~b~eatis'.e'. .. ~e£ 

13 absence-£rom-el-i·~-preein~e7~±3:±ness7-d±~abi3:i:~y7--~e%igiotts 

14 discip%±ne7...;observanee-0£-:a._:ref~gi~tts~he·f;fdtiy7·..;.·~r-~·se.rviee-~s~aft 

15 e%eee±on-jttdge~±n~anoeher~l,-rec±n'e~ may -vote"' by. absentee' ba.llot 

16 as provided in sections 203B.04 to 203B.15. 

17 sec. 2. Minnesota statutes 2·0·04, sedtion· ·203:0.04, 

18 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

19 Subdivision l~ [AP.PLICAT·ioN .'PriocEDtiRES. l Except as 

20 otherwise allowed by subdivl~ion 2;· a'ri application' "for· .absentee 

21 ballots "for ·a·ny. election; ma·y be. submi t•ted ~:~e.' any; •t~ime :not "less 

22 than one day before ·the .d~y-:·of "tha·t ··election:.'.·,~;; ·The county 

23 auditor shall prepare absentee ballot application·;.tforms in 'the 

24 format provided· in the rules of ;the sec~e~aiy;df ~tat~ and shall 

25 . furnish ·t:hem to any pe·rson on request. · An· 'appiicatl'on;:.~fobm'itted" 

Section ·2 l' 
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1 pursuant to this. subdivision, .. shall be .,in .·writing .. and.;shall be 

2 submitted to: 

3 tat Jl.l.·the county auditor of the county where the 

4 applicant maintains residence; or 

s tbt ill the municipal clerk of tl'le municipality, or: ·scnool 
. . . . 

6 district if applicable, where the '_applica.nt;
4
:.maintains residence. 

7 · An application shall be appro~i~a: ·if it· .is timely received, 
. :_.. . .· .. .. :-· .. · 

8 signed and dated by the applicant, contains the applicant's name 

9 and residence and mailing addresses, ~nd states that the 

10 applicant is eligible to vote .by abse.ntee ballot £er..;.ene-o£-t:he 

11 reasens~s~eei£ied-in-seet:ion-%93B.9%. The application may 

12 contain a request for the voter's date of birth, which must not 

13 be made available for pub:lic ~-inspectiori:G! · An applica~ion_ may be 

14 submitted to the. county audi.tor·· Or m~riic.ip~l cle~k~. by an. 

15 electronic facsimile device. ·.: An ·'a'pplica~iOJ'.l :ma'iled or· returned 

16 in person .to the county. auditor or municipal c~erk.: on behalf .,.of. 

17 a voter by a person other than .the voter must be deposited ... in· 

18 the mail or returned in person.to the county. auditor or 

19 municipal clerk.within ten days after.it has been dated by the 

20 voter and no later than six d.ays before the election. The . 

21 absentee ballot applica.tions or .a lis~. of. persons applying for 

22 a·n absentee .ballot .. may not. be made available for public· 
• · I , • '· •• • 1 11 

23 inspection until t~e cl~s.e .. of voting .... o~ .. ,,,e~,e .. ~t~on ~ay. 

24 An application under .... this :subdivision may -.contain. an . . . . . ... . .•· .•. ·. . .· 

25 · application ~nder subdivisicm s .... to automatic~lly receive an 

~ absentee ballot applica~.ion •. 

27 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, .section 203B.06, 

28 subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

29 Subd. 3. [DELIVERY ... OF. BALLOTS.] If an application for 
. . . ,• ' . . 

30 ab~entee ballots-is accepted at a time. when absentee. ballots are 

31 not yet available for, ;,distribut.ion, the: county audit.or, .or 

32 municipal clerk accepting the application shall file it and as 

33 soon as absentee ballots are available for distribution shall 

34 mail them. to the address specified in the appli~~tion .... If an 

35 applicat.ion for absentee. ballots .is acc:epted when .absentee 

36 ballots are available for distribution, the county auditor or 

Section 3 2 . 
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1 municipal.clerk accepting·the application shall promptly:· 

2 tat ill mail the ballo.ts to .. the· voter ·whose ... signature · 

3 appears on the application if· the.appli.cation is submitted.l?y· 

4 mail and does not request .. commercial shipping unde;r: .. clause. (2); 
. . 

5 · ( 2) ship the ballots : to the voter using: a·.,,.commercial. 

6 shipper requested'. by· the ·voter; :at ·the, voter• s expense; 

7 fbt ill deliver the absentee ballots directly to the voter 

8 if the application is submitted in person; or 

9 tet 1!l. deliver the absentee ballots in a sealed 

10 transmittal envelope to an agen~. who has been designated to 

11 bring the ballots to a voter who is disabled .or who is a patient 

12 in a health care facility or a participant in a··residential 

13 program for adults, as provided in section 203B.ll, subdivision 

14 4 .. 

15 If an application does·not indicate the election for which 

16 absentee ballots are sought, the county auditor or municipal 

17 clerk shall mail or deliv~r only the ballots for the next 

18 election 9ccurring after- receipt of the application. Only one 

19 set of ballots may be mailed o~, shipped, or delivered to an 

20 applicant for any election, except as provided in section 

21 203B.13, subdivision 2, or when a replacement ballot has been 

22 requested by the voter for a ballot that has been spoiled or 

23 lost in transit. 

24 Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.ll, 

25 subdivision 4, is amended'to read: 

26 Subd. 4. [AGENT DELIVERY OF BALLOTS.] During the four days 

27 preceding an election and until 2:00 p.m. on election day, an 

28 eligible voter who is disabled or who is a patient of a health 

29 care facility or is a participant in a residential program for 

30 adults licensed under section 245A.02, subdivision 14, may 

31 designate an agent to deliver t·he ballots to the voter from the 

32 county auditor or municipal clerk. A candidate at the election 

33 may not be designated as an agent. The voted ballots must be 

34 returned to the county auditor or mu.nicipal clerk~ no later than 

· 35 3:00 p.m. on election day. The voter· must complete an affidavit 

36 requesting the auditor or clerk to provide the agent with the 

Section 4 3. 
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1 ballots in a ·sealed transmittal, enve;iope. The.affidavit must 

2 include a statement from"the voter stating that the.ballots were 

3 delivered to the vote.r by the agent in. the sealed transmittal. 

4 envelope·. An agent may deliver ballots. to no more than three 

5 persons in.any election•· The secretary of.state shall provide 

6 samples of the affidavit.· and -transmission :.envelope. fo~ .~se :~Y .. 

7 the c~unty auditors. 

.. .. :· 

4 



1.1 

1.2 

1.4 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

1.10 

1.11 

1.12 

L13 

1.14 

1.15 

1.16 

1.17 

1.18 

1.19 

1.20 

1.21 . 

1.22 

1.23 

1.24 

1.25 

1.26 

1.27 

03/02/06 MARTY COUNSEL PSW/PH SCS0385A~l 

Senator ···~········~······· moves to amend S.F. No. 385 as follows: 

Pa ere 1, delete section 2 and insert: 
0 . . 

"Sec .. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 203B.04, s1:1bdivision 1, 

is amended to read: 

Subd~vision 1. Application procedures. E~~ept as otherwise allowed by 

.subdivision 2, an applic·ation for absent.ee ballots for any election may be submitted at 

any time not less than one day before the day of that election. The county auditor shall 

prepare absentee ballot application forms in the.format provided by the secretary of state, 

notw.ithstanding rules on absentee ballot forms, and shall furnish them to any person on 

request. By January 1 of each even-numbered year, the secretary of state shall make the 

forms to be used available to auditors through electronic means. An application submitted 

pursuant to this subdivision shall ·be in writing and shall be submitted to: 

Wfilthe county auditor of the county where the applicant maintains residence; or 

fhtfil the municipal clerk of the municipality, or school district if applicable, where 

the applicant maintains residence. 

An application shall ·be approved if it is timely received, signed and dated by the 

applicant,. contains the applicant's name and residence and mailing addresses, and states 

that the applicant is eligible to vote by absentee ballot for one of thc1ca3on3 3peeificd in 

section 203B .02. The ·application may contain a request for the voter's date of birtp, which 

must not be made available for public inspection. An application may be submitted to 

the county auditor or m~nicipal clerk by an electronic facsimile device. An application 

mailed or returned in person to the county auditor or municipal clerk on behalf of a voter 
. . .. ~~ -· 

by a person other than the voter must be deposited in the mail or returned in person to 

the county auditor or municipal clerk within ten days after it has been dated by the voter 

·and no later than six days before the election. The absentee ballot applications or a list of 

persons applying for an absentee ballot may not be made available for public inspection 

until the close of voting on election day. 

1 



1.1 

1.2 

1.3 

. .4 

1.5 

1.6 

1.7 

1.8 

1.9 

1.10 

1.ll 

1.12 

1.13 

1.14 

1.15 

1.16 

1.17 

1.18 

1.19 

1.20 

1.21 

1.22 

1.23 

1.24 

1.25 

1.26 

1.27 

03/08/06 MARTY COUNSEL PSW/PH SCS0385A-2 

Senator .................... moves to amend S.F. No. 385 as follows: 

Pages 2 to 4, delete sections 3 and 4 and insert: 

"Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.06, subdivision 3, is amended to 

read: 

Subd. 3. Delivery of ballots. If an application for absentee ballots is accepted at a 

time when absentee ballots are not yet available for distribution, the county auditor,. or 

municipal clerk accepting the application shall file it and as soon as absentee ballots are 

available for distribution shall mail them to the address specified in the application. If 

an application for absentee ballots is accepted when absentee ballots are available for 

distribution, the county auditor or municipal clerk accepting the application shall promptly: 

W .Lll mail the ballots to the voter whose signature appears on the application if 

the application is submitted by mail and does not request commercial shipping under 

clause (2); 

(2) ship the ballots to the voter using a commercial shipper requested by the voter at 

the voter's expense; 

th} fil deliver the absentee ballots directly to the voter if the application is submitted 

m person; or 

ftj fil deliver the absentee ballots in a sealed transmittal envelope to an agent who 

has been designated to bring the ballots to a voter who is disabled or who is a patient in 

a health care facility, a participant in a residential program for adults, or a resident of a 

shelter for battered women, as provided in section 203B .11, subdivision 4. 

If an application does notindicate the election for which absentee ballots are sought, 

the county auditor or municipal clerk shall mail or deliver only the ballots for the next 

election occurring after receipt of the application. Only one set of ballots may be mailed. 

ma, shipped, or delivered to an applicant for any election, except as provided in section 

203B .13, subdivision 2, or when a replacement ballot has been requested by the voter for a 

ballot that has been spoiled or lost in transit. 

1 



ROLL CALL VOTE 

\ SE'Gv 
Senator __ requested a Roll Call Vote on: 

I. Oadoption of __ amendment 

2 . .iz;j passage of _2_. F. No. __ 

3. Oadoption of __ motion __ 

SENATOR 
Fishbach 

Higgins 

Hottinger 

Koch 

Limmer 

Marty 

Marko 

Pariseau 

Scheid 

Wiger 

TOTALS 

YES 

D 
D 
·gi 

D 
D 
·jZ] 

~ 

D 

~ 
s 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

NO 

~ 

D 
D 
cz;i 

~ 

D 
D 
[Z1 

D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 
D 

I 

There being 5 Yes votes and __ No votes the Motion: 

Prevailed ~ 

Did Not Prevail D 

PASS ABSENT 

D D 
D l:g] 

D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 
D D 

I I 
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1.1 Senator Wiger from the Committee on Elections, to which was re-referred 

1 
') S.F. No. 385: A bill for an act relating to elections; making it easier to vote by 

absentee ballot; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 203B.02, subdivision 1; 
1.4 203B.04, subdivision I; 203B.06, subdivision 3; 203B.ll, subdivision 4. 

1.5 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill be amended as follows: 

1.6 Pages 1 to 4, delete sections 2 to 4 and insert: 

1.7 "Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 203B.04, subdivision 1, is 

1.8 amended to read: 

1.9 Subdivision 1. Application procedures. Except as otherwise allowed by 

1.10 subdivision 2, an application for absentee ballots for any election may be submitted at 

1.11 any time not less than one day before the day of that election. The county auditor shall 

1.12 prepare absentee ballot application forms in the format provided by the secretary of state, 

1 13 notwithstanding rules on absentee ballot forms, and shall furnish them to any person on 

... 14 request. By January 1 of each even-numbered year, the secretary of state shall make the 

1.15 forms to be used available to auditors through electronic means. An application submitted 

1.16 pursuant to this subdivision shall be in writing and shall be submitted to: 

1.17 Wfilthe county auditor of the county where the applicant maintains residence; or 

1.18 tbj-filthe municipal clerk of the municipality, or school district if applicable, where 

1.19 the applicant maintains residence. 

120 An application shall be approved if it is timely received, signed and dated by the 

i.21 applicant, contains the applicant's name and residence and mailing addresses, and states 

1.22 that the applicant is .eligible to vote by absentee ballot fot eJtte e-,f the ICttSeJttS speeifted m 
1.23 seerie1n 203B.02. The application may contain a request for the voter's date of birth, which 

1 24 must not be made available for public inspection. An application may be submitted to 

1.25 the county auditor or municipal clerk by an electronic facsimile device. An application 

1.26 mailed or returned in person to the county auditor or municipal clerk on behalf of a voter 

1.27 by a person other than the voter must be deposited in the mail or returned in person to 

1.28 the county auditor or municipal clerk within ten days after it has been dated by the voter 

1.29 and no later than six days before the election. The absentee ballot applications or a list of 

1.30 persons applying for an absentee ballot may not be made available for public inspection 

1.31 until the close of voting on election day. 

1.32 An application under this subdivision may contain an application under subdivision 

1.33 5 to automatically receive an absentee ballot application. 

1 14 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.06, subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

1.35 Subd. 3. Delivery of ballots. If an application for absentee ballots is accepted at a 

1.36 time when absentee ballots are not yet available for distribution, the county auditor, or 

1.37 municipal clerk accepting the application shall file it and as soon as absentee ballots are 

1 
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2.1 available for distribution shall mail them to the address specified in the application. If 

,, .~ an application for absentee ballots is accepted when absentee ballots are available for 

2.3 distribution, the county auditor or municipal clerk accepting the application shall promptly: 

2.4 ta} fil mail the ballots to the voter whose signature appears on the application if 

2.s the application is submitted by mail and does not request commercial shipping under 

2.6 clause (2); 

2.1 (2) ship the ballots to the voter using a commercial shipper requested by the voter at 

2.8 the voter's expense; 

2.9 fb} fil deliver the absentee ballots directly to the voter if the application is submitted 

2.1 o m person; or 

2.11 ttj fildeliver the absentee ballots in a sealed transmittal envelope to an agent who 

2.12 has been designated to bring the ballots to a voter who is disabled or who is a patient in 

.,3 a health care facility, a participant in a residential program for adults, or a resident of a 

2.14 shelter for battered women, as provided in section 203B.ll, subdivision 4. 

2.15 If an application does not indicate the election for which absentee ballots are sought, 

2.16 the county auditor or municipal clerk shall mail or deliver only the ballots for the next 

2.17 election occurring after receipt of the application. Only one set of ballots may be mailed 

2.18 m-, shipped, or delivered to an applicant for any election, except as provided in section 

2.19 203B.13, subdivision 2, or when a replacement ballot has been requested by the voter for a 

2.20 ballot that has been spoiled or lost in transit. 

2.21 Sec. 4~ Minnesota Statutes 2005 Supplement, section 203B.11, subdivision 1, is 

2.22 amended to read: 

· )3 Subdivision 1. Generally. Each full-time municipal clerk or school district clerk 

2.24 who has authority under section 203B.05 to administer absentee voting laws shall 

2.25 designate election judges to deliver absentee ballots in accordance with this section. The 

2.26 county auditor must also designate election judges to perform the duties in this section. A 

2.27 ballot may be delivered only to an eligible voter who is disabled or who is a temporary 

2.28 or permanent resident or patient in a health care facility ~1 h~spitm, a participant in a 

2.29 residential program for adults, or a resident of a shelter for battered women located in the 

2.30 municipality in which the voter maintains residence. The ballots shall be delivered by two 

2.31 election judges, each of whom is affiliated with a different major political party. When 

2.32 the election judges deliver or return ballots as provided in this section, they shall travel 

2.33 together in the same vehicle. Both election judges shall be present when an applicant 

.. d4 completes the certificate of eligibility and marks the absentee ballots, and may assist an 

2.35 applicant as provided in section 204C.15. The election judges shall deposit the return 

2 
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3.1 envelopes containing the marked absentee ballots in a sealed container and return them to 

~ ~ the clerk on the same day that they are delivered and marked. 

3.3 Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 203B.11, subdivision 4, is amended to read: 

3.4 Subd. 4. Agent delivery of ballots. During the four days preceding an election and 

3.5 until 2:00 p.m. on election day, an eligible voter who is disabled or who is a patient of a 

3.6 health care facility, a participant in a residential program for adults licensed under section 

3.7 245A.02, subdivision 14, or a resident of a shelter for battered women as defined in section 

3.8 61 IA.37, subdivision 4, may designate an agent to deliver the ballots to the voter from the 

3.9 county auditor or municipal clerk. A candidate at the election may not be designated as 

3.10 an agent. The voted ballots must be returned to the county auditor or municipal clerk no 

3.11 later than 3:00 p.m. on election day. The voter must complete an affidavit requesting the 

~ auditor or clerk to provide the agent with the ballots in a sealed transmittal envelope. The 

3.13 affidavit must include a statement from the voter stating that the ballots were delivered to 

3.14 the voter by the agent in the sealed transmittal envelope. An agent may deliver ballots to 

3.15 no more than three persons in any election. The secretary of state shall provide samples of 

3.16 the affidavit and transmission envelope for use by the county auditors." 

3.17 Amend the title accordingly 

3.18 

3.19 

3.20 

- . ...:.1 

3.22 
March 8, 2006 .................................................... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 

3 
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S.F. No. 2758 - School Board Elections 

enate 
State of Minnesota 

Author: Senator Charles W. Wiger 

Prepared by: Peter S. Wattson, Senate Counsel (651/296-3812)~ 
Date: March 13, 2006 

S.F. 2758, as amended by the committee on Elections, makes a variety of changes to the 
election laws governing school boards and other local governments. 

Section 1 eliminates the requirement that a county, municipality, or school district get the 
approval of the county auditor before conducting an election by mail. 

Section 2 permits a school board to decide whether or not to hold a primary election. The 
decision must be made before June 1. If the school district decides to hold a primary, but no more 
than two candidates file for each position, no primary need be held. 

Section 3 provides that if a school district has decided to hold a primary, affidavits of 
candidacy must be filed in early July. If the school district has decided not to hold a primary, even 
if there are more than two candidates for a position, affidavits of candidacy need not be filed until 
early September. 

Section 4 confirms the school board's authority to use electronic voting systems in elections 
held not in conjunction with a statewide election. 

Section 5 makes the act effective the day following enactment and applies it to school board 
elections held in 2006 and thereafter. 

PSW:ph 

cc: Carolyn La Violette 



01127/06 REVIS OR CEL/MK 06-5610 

Senator Wiger .introduced-

S.F. No. 2758: Referred to the Committee on Elections. 

1.1 A bill for an act 
1.2 relating to elections; changing certain school district election provisions; 
1.3 ·eliminating an approval requirement for mail elections; authorizing certain 
1.4 school board primary elections; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 
l.5 204B.46; 205A.03, subdivision l; 205A.06, subdivision la; 205A.12, by adding 
1.6 a subdivision; 206.58, by adding a subdivision. 

1.7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

1.8 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 204B.46, is amended to read: 

1.9 204B.46 MAIL ELECTIONS; QUESTIONS. 

uo A county, municipality, or school district submitting questions to the voters at a 

1.11 special election may applji to the eottney ttttditor fo1 apptovttl of conduct an election by 

LP mail with no polling.place other than the office of the auditor or clerk. No more than two 

1.13 questions may be submitted at a mail election and no offices may be voted on. Notice 

1.14 of the election mtd must be given to the county auditor at least 53 days prior to the 

1.15 election. This notice also fulfills the requirements of Minnesota Rules, part 8210.3000. 

1.16 The special mail proeedtue ballot procedures must be giTCn posted at least six weeks prior 

1.17 to the election. No earlier than 20 or later than 14 days prior to the election, the auditor 

1.18 or clerk shall mail ballots by nonforwardable mail to all voters registered in the county, 

1.19 municipality, or school district. Eligible voters not registered at the time the ballots are 

1.20 lll:ailed may apply for ballots pursuant to chapter 203B. 

1.21 Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 205A.03, subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

1.2... Subdivision 1. Reqnh ed Resolution requiring primary in certain circumstances. 

1.23 ln tt ~ehool disttiet election, The school board of a school district may, by resolution 

1.24 adopted by June 1 of any year, decide to choose nominees for school board by a primary as 

Sec. 2. 1 
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3.1 secretary of state pursuant to section 206.57. The school district shall notify the secretary 

3.2 of state of its decision in compliance with subdivision 4. 

3.3 Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

3.4 This act is effective the day following final enactment and applies to school board 

3.5 elections held in 2006 and thereafter. 

Sec. 6. 3 
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Seats Candidates on Candidates District Total Eligible Eligible Voters Cost per 
Open Ballot Eliminated Divided Voters Who Voted Percentage Total Cost Vote Other Info. 

Only one district 
Anoka-Hennepin 3 3 1 Yes 20,900 692 3.3% $16,100 $23.27 required a Primary 

Bertha-Hewitt 1 4 2 No 1,300 122 9.4% $2,000 $16.52 

Cloquet 4 11 3 1 8,072 632 8% $1,118.12 $0.57 

Elected at-
Forest Lake 3 8 2 large 27,687 851 3% $6,000 $7 

7.6 tuakota) & 
Same as 5% 

Hastings 3 9 3 General 1,345 (Washington) $24,161.07 $17.96 

Howard Lake 

Marshall 4 4 2 No 8,200 276 3% $2,700 $0.204 

Moorhead 3 7 1 No 21,449 440 2% $8,900 $20.22 

'· 

NRHEG 4 9 1 No 3,060 364 11.9% $1,384.74 $3.80 

Osseo 3 10 4 No 

Parker's Prairie 4 11 3 No 278 Unknown $900 $3.23 

Pequot Lakes 3 7 1 No 6,220 390 $999.50 $2.56 

Red Wing -· 3 11 5 No 1,039 $3,500 $3.36 

Robbinsdale 4 9 1 Yes 62,620 1,290 2.06% $31,998 $24.80 

ROCORI 3 11 5 No 7,825 594 8% $6,415 $10.80 

Shakopee 4 10 2 No 18,433 2,764 15% $2,550 $0.91 

St. Cloud 4 9 1 No 55,772 2,599 4.66% $12,080 $4.65 

St. Francis 3 8 2 No 17,694 352 2% $5,445 $15.47 

Stillwater 3 10 4 No 35,986 2,627 7.3% $14,735.51 $5.61 None 
Temo1y expensive 

W. St. Paul/ to eliminate one 
Mendota Hgts 3 7 1 No 1% $25,000 $50 candidate 



SENATEE SA SS2758R 

1.1 Senator Wiger from the Committee on Elections, to which was referred 

1.2 S.F. No. 2758: A bill for an act relating to elections; changing certain school 
1.3 district election provisions; eliminating an approval requirement for mail elections; 

authorizing certain scliool board primary elections; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, 
b sections 204B.46; 205A.03, subdivision 1; 205A.06, subdivision la; 205A.12, by adding a 
1.6 subdivision; 206.5 8, by adding a subdivision. 

1.7 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill be amended as follows: 

1.8 Page 2, delete section 4 

1.9 Renumber the sections in sequence 

1.1 o Amend the title accordingly 

1.11 And when so amended the bill do pass. Amen ts adopted. Report adopted. 

1.12 

1.13 

1.14 

1.15 

March 8, 2006 .................................................... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 

1 
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Senate 

State of Minnesota 

S.F. No. 1086, as amended by the Committee on Elections, permits a voter to vote by absentee ballot 
without an excuse and authorizes any voter to vote early in person. Early voting would be permitted at a 
polling place established by the county auditor during the eight days preceding a primary or general . 
election. 

Section 1 requires the Statewide Voter Registration System (SVRS) to provide rosters, master lists, and 
other reports necessary for early voting. · 

Section 2 authorizes any eligible voter to vote by absentee ballot. It strikes the specific reasons a voter 
must now give for being unable to vote in person. 

Section 3 strikes from the absentee ballot application any reference to the reason the voter will be 
unable to vote in person at the polling place on election day. 

Section 4 closes the offices of the county auditor and municipal clerk for absentee balloting at noon, 
rather than 5:00 p.m., on the day before a primary or special or general election. 

Section 5 authorizes an eligible voter to cast a ballot at the county auditor's office or at any other polling 
place designated for early voting by the county auditor during the eight days before a regularly 
scheduled primary or election. It requires a voter to sign the voting roster or register to vote, just as on 
election day. The voter must vote at the polling place and not take the ballot from the polling place. 
Election officials must mark the polling place rosters to indicate the voters who have cast ballots by 
early voting, and those voters may not vote on election day or have an absentee ballot counted. Vote 
totals from early voting may not be made public until the close of voting on election day. Early voting in 
a special election must begin no earlier than four days before the election. 
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