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1 Senator Johnson, D.E. from the Committee on Rules and 
2 Administration, to which was referred under Joint Rule 2.03, 
3 together with the committee report thereon, 

4 S.F. No. 1218: A memorial resolution asking the residents 
5 of Minnesota for tolerance of different views on animal 
6 agriculture production practices; making 2005 the year the 
7 Minnesota feedlot war ended, and a new era beginning for 
8 Minnesota livestock farmers characterized by peace, love, 
9 harmony, and acceptance of diversity. 

10 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the 
11 report from the Committee on Agriculture, Veterans and Gaming, 
12 shown in the Journal for April 18, 2005, be adopted; that 
13 committee recommendation being: 

14 
15 

16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

"the resolution 
resolution do pass". 

be amended and when so amended the 
Amendmet·~ adopted. R.eport adopted. 

')-
---- ...1.rL-... -

(Committee Chair) 

May 16 , 2 0 0 5 ..................... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 
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1 senator·Vickerman from the committee on Agr~culture, 
2 veterans and Gaming, to which was referred 

3 S.F. No. 1218: A memorial resolution asking the residents 
4 of Minnesota for tolerance of different views on animal 
5 agriculture production practices; making 2005 the year the 
6 Minnesota feedlot war ended, and a new era beginning for 
7 Minnesota livestock farmers characterized by peace, love, 
8 harmony, and acceptance of diversity. 

9 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the 
10 .resolution be amended as follows: 

11 Page 1~ delete lines 8 to 26 

12 Page 2, delete lines 1 to 23 and insert: 

13 "WHEREAS, Minnesota has a diverse livestock production 

14 system; and 

15 WHEREASu Minnesota livestock farmers and related 

16 agricultural processing benefits the state's economy by 

17 employing ov•~r 200,000 people and generating over 

18 $28,000,000,000 in economic value to the state; and 

19 WHEREAS, the "Minnesota feedlot wars" started around 1985 

20 and have continued for approximately 20 years; and 

21 WHEREAS, some have expended time, energy, and resources 

22 during the last 20 years that has been channeled into · 

23 criticizing and tearing down someone else's preferred method of 

24 livestock production; and 

25 WHEREAS, Minnesota has many opportunities for residents to 

26 learn about the economic and environmental benefits of livestock 

27 produced on a broad range of diverse systems, ranging from 

28 pasture to confinement; and 

29 WHEREAS, high livestock and human populations peacefully 

30 coexist in close proximity to each other in much of the world, 

31 such as the United Kingdom, Denmark, the Netherlands, and 

32 Lancaster Cc•unty, Pennsylvania; NOW, THEREFORE, 

33 BE IT RESOLVED, that 2005 be known as the year that the 

34 Minnesota .feedlot wars ended and the mark of the beginning of a 

35 new era that is characterized by peace, harmony, love, and 

36 acceptance of diversity with regard to livestock farmers in 

37 Minnesota. 

38 BE IT J~URTHER RESOLVED, all Minnesotans should adopt a 

39 respectful, encouraging, and appreciative attitude toward 
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1 Minnesota livestock farmers. 

2 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, livestock farmers should renew and 

3. intensify their efforts to be good neighbors and good stewards 

4 of our environment by carefully following all federal, state, 

5 and local regulations. 

6 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, rural residents Should renew and 

7 intensify their efforts to be good neighbors, and accept, 

8 .encourage, and support the livestock farmers in their area. 

9 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that time, energy, and resources 

10 could be more productively channeled into_ prom~ting a person's 

11 preferred method of livestock production rather than directed 

12 toward criticizing another person's preferred method of 

13 livestock production." 

14 Delete the title and insert: 

15 "A memorial resolution asking the residents of Minnesota 
16 for tolerance of different views on animal agriculture 
17 production practices; making 2005 the year the Minnesota feedlot 
18 war ended, and the mark of the beginning of a new era for 
19 Minnesota livestock farmers characterized by peace, love, 
20 harmony, and acceptance of diversity." 

21 
22 

23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

And when so 
adopted. Report 

amended the resolution do pass. Amendments 

adopted. ~ 
1 

J . 

• 1 , • U. t.(CJJ//J.frH~-:-:" . .......... . 
( ittee Chair) 

Apr i 1 6 , 2 0 0 5 • • . . • . . . . • . . . . . . • . . . • 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 

PullUlft,to J.R ·2;03 ... 811 Wll A•fet'ld • 
. iii Cottimltee on Ru• .Md A Mdi~ 
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02/21/05 [REVISOR ] CEL/HS 05-2898 

A memorial resolution 

'asking the residents of Minnesota for tolerance of 
different views on animal agriculture production 

1 practices; making 2005 the year the Minnesota feedlot 
war ended, and a new era beginning for Minnesota 
livestock.farmers characterized by peace, love, 
harmony, and acceptance of diversity. 

WHEREAS, Minnesota has a diverse livestock production ,. 

9 system; and 

10 WHEREAS, ·federal, state, and local regulations in Minnesota 

11 are among the most stringent in the world; and 

12 WHEREAS, livestock that is produced on properly sited, 

13 engineered, and managed livestock farms, regardless of the 

14 system used, is good for the environment; and 

15 WHEREAS, Minnesota livestock ·farmers and related 

16 agricultural processing benefits the state's economy by 

17 employing over 200,000 people and generating over 

18 $28,000,000,000 in economic value to the state; and 

19 WHEREAS, the "Minnesota feedlot wars" started around 1985 

20 and have continueq for approximately 20 years; and. 

21 WHEREAS, much of the rhetoric and resources during the last 

22 20 years has been channeled into criticizing and tearing down 

23 someone else's preferred method of livestock production; and 

24 WHEREAS, Minnesota has many opportunities for residents to 

25 learn about the economic and environmental benefits of livestock 

26 produced on a broad range of diverse systems, ranging from 

1 
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·1 pasture to confinement; and 

2 WHEREAS, high livestock and human populations peacefully 

3 coexist in close proximity to each other in much of the world, 

4 such as the United Kingdom, Denmark, the Netherlands, and 

5 Lancaster County, Pennsylvania; NOW, THEREFORE, 

6 BE IT RESOLVED, that 2005 be known as the year that the 

7 Minnesota feedlot wars ended and a new era beginning that is 

8 characterized by peace, harmony, love, and acceptance of 

9 diversity with regard to livestock farmers in Minnesota. 

10 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, all Minnesotans should adopt a 

11 respectful, encouraging, and appreciative attitude toward 

12 Minnesota livestock farmers. 

13 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, livestock farmers should renew and 

14 intensify their efforts to be good neighbors and carefully 

15 follow all federal, state, and local regulations. 

16 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, rural residents should renew and 

17 intensify their efforts to be good neighbors, and accept, 

18 encourage, and support the livestock farmers in their area. 

19 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that rhetoric and resources should 

20 be channeled into promoting a person's preferred method of 

21 livestock production rather than channeling rhetoric and 

22 resources into criticizing another person's preferred method of 

23 livestock production. 
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Url~ 
. ENDING MINNESOTA'S 

"FEEDLOT WAR" 
1985 -2005 

.Jr to<. f tT 

.D /JI~ 

Senate. Agriculture, Veterans, and Gaming 
Committee calls for 2005 to.be the year the 

·Minnesota "Feedlot War" ends and a new era 
begins for Minnesota livestock farmers-· an era 

characterized by peace, harmony, love, and 
acceptance of diversity. 

Senator Jim Vickerman-· Chair, DFL-Tracy 
Senator Rod Skoe-Vice-Chair, DFL~Clearbrook 
Senator Steve Dille-Lead, Minority, R-Dassel 
Senator Yvol11:1e Prettner Solon, DFL-Duluth 
Senator Dallas Sams, DFL-Staples 
Senator Becky Lourey, DFL-Kerrick 
Senator Dean Elton Johnson, DFL-Willmar 
Senator Betsy Wergin, R-Princeton 
Senator Sean Nienow, R-Cambridge 
Senator Paul Koering, R-Fort Ripley 
Senator Dick Day, R-Owatonna 
Senator Steve Murphy, DFL-Red Wing 
Senator David Hann, R-Eden Prairie 
Senator Ann Rest, DFL-New Hope 

J .. 
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Date:· Feb.ruary 1, ·2oos · 
: .. 

To: All Minnesota Citizens, Agricultlirat and EnvirQDrilCJltal organizations~ and other / · 
citizen group~ interested in or co~cem~ about livestock p~oduction. 

Subject: Ending Minnesota's."l:eedlot War" 1985-2005. Beginning a new era in 
Minnesota Livestock production characterized. by peaee, love, hannony, and a·cceptance · · · 
of diversity~ · . · . : · · · · . .. · · . . 

· .. : . . . 
· 2005 is the year for peace; ·hanm;my, ~d bipartisatishil' in the Minnesota Legislature. 

We-~ould resp~ctfu~ly_request tiu~t 2005 als~ be th~year for ~e ''f'c;edlot War" to ~d,. 
and that a new .era b.egin for Minnesota's livestock farmers ~at i~'characterized b)! · 

"·~. 

t.· Peace. 

2. Hannony. 

3. LOve. 
. . . 

4. Acceptance of Minnesota's diverse l~yesto·ck.productions sy~tems. 

5. Acceptance that Federal·~ State, fµld lbcal regul~ti~ns are among the.most stringent 
in the world and will, if followed, protect the environment in almost ~1 si.tQations. . 

6. Rhetoric a:Qd resources that are ~hanhel~ llito promoting one's preferred~method 
of production rather than channeling rht?to~c and· resoiir~es into criticizing.: 3Dd t~anng·_ · . 
down someone else's prefer.red method of production... · 

7.~ Livest~ck f aimers r~newing and int~sifying .. :th~ir effQ$.'..to be good neighbors, 
and carefully following all federal, state~ and lc:>~.fe~lot regu~atio:ns. 

8. Rural residents renewing ~d inten~i~g~ their etro~ :to be. gop,;tn,~igbbors, aµid 
ac~eptin~, encouraging, and supporting the livestock producers ill their area. . . .•.. ' . . . . . 

9. Opportunities for all Mjnnesota,n$-. to leam1 about the .eCQnomjc and:enVirQnmenUll 
benefits of l.ivestock produced ·in a bro.ad range of diverse sy$t~s, nmgillg from p&StUre 
to confinement. -

10. Respectful; encoura.ging, and apprecia~ive attitu~~ toward of Minnesota livestock 
farmers. 

11. The knowledge that Minnesota livestock fanns and related agribusiness is good 
for the economy, employing over 200,000 people and generating economic yalue of at 
least $28 billion. 

t. 
".6 
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. . ... . 
12. The knowledge that high l~vestock and human populations peacefully coexiSt in ·. 
much of.the world. Minne~otans should try tQ be more like citizens of the United · · 
JGngdom, Denmark, the Netherlands, or Lancaster County, PA, who live iri close 
proximitY to fanners that use diverse production systems ran~g from small pastures to 
large modem confinement barns·. They live together in the same neighborhood in peace 
and harmony. · 

. . . 

13. The lqlowledgeithat li.vesfock that is produced on fanns that are properly sited, 
engin.e~red and managed is .good for the ·environment. 

The Minnesota "Feedlot War" began around 1985 and has gone on fo~.twenty years. ·We 
respectfully ask. au the warring parties to please lay down yo~ swords, set aside hateful 
condescend.big spe.e~h~ sp~nd· your ene~gy, ·talent, and reso"Qrces to build up and not to · 
tear9own. . . 

Please, Miru:iesota, let's make 2005 the year the "Feedlot War" ended. 

Please, Mjnpesota, let's make 2005 the y~ar.a new era begins for ~~esota L,ivestock. 
producer!, ~.eta characterized by.peace, hapnony, love, and accept~ce of diversity.- · . 

Co"" fa1,. tt:~ e. 

(jJ 



Senators Dille; Vickerman; Day; Johnson, D.E. and Lourey introduced·· 

S.F·. No. 1218:· Referred to·the Committee: 9t1 Agriculture, V ~terans and Gaming, 

l A memorial resolution 

2 aski~g th~ resid~~t~ of Min~esota for tol~rance of 
3 different views on ·animal: ag·r ietilture production 
4 practices; making· 2005 the yeat the M~nnesota feedlot 
5 war ertded, and a·ne*··era be~inriirig for Minnesota 
6 l~vestock farm~rs ch~racteriied by peace, iove, 
7 harmony, and. acceptanc«:f' of diversity~· . . 

a WHEREAS, ··Minnesota has a ·diverse· livestock production 

9 ·system; and· 

10 WHEREAS, federal; state,. arid locai· regulations in Minnesota 

11 are among the most stringent in:: the·:· world·; and 

12 WHEREAS, ·11vestock that is produced on·properly sited, 

13 e~g"ineeted, ·anq managed· livestock farms,·· regardless· of the· 

14 system used, is good for the environment; and 

15 · WHEREAS, Minnesota livestock farmers and related 

16 agrfcultural processing benefits the ~tate•s economy.by 

17 · employing· over 200,000 people and generating over 

18 $28, 000, 000 ,'000· in ecc>nomic value to the state; and 

19 WHEREAS, the "Minne·sota· feedlot wars" started around 1985 

20 and have cont'inuea· for approximately 20 yea·rs; and 

21 WHEREAS, much of the rhetoric.and'resources during the last 

22 20 years has ·been channeled· into criticizing and ··tearing ·down 

23 someone else's preferred method of livestock production; and 

24 WHER~AS, Minnesota has many opportunities for residents to 

25 learn about the economic arid environmental ben~fits of livestock 

26 produced on a broad range of diverse systems, ranging·· from 
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1 pasture to confinement; and 

2 WHEREAS, high lfvestock and human populations peacefully 

l coexist in close proximity to each other in much of the world, 

4 such as the United Kingdom, Denmark,_ the Netherlands, and 

s Lancaster County, Pennsylvania: NOW, THEREFORE, 

6 BE IT RESOLVED, that 2005 be known as the year that the 

7 Minnesota feedlot wars ended. and a ·new era beginning that is 

8 characterized by peace, harmony, love, and acceptance.of 

· ·9 diversity with reg~rd to livestock farmers in Minnesota. 

10 BE IT- F.ORTHER ;:a,E$0:J;,VED, all" JIJ.~nn~·ot~ns should adopt a 

11 respectful, ~ncouraging, and apprecia~i-v~ .. at~~tude· tow~r<i 

12 Minnesota livestock.farmers. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, livestock farmers should renew and 

intensify their efforts ~o be .9o.9d ri~lghbors an4 ca~e~U~ly 

follow all federal, state, anq , .. loc~l . regulatiotis. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, rural.residents should renew and 
• • .... • •• • .. !" 'i .• . • : • ••• . • • • ~ • .. • • •• • ' 

intensify their effo~ts to be gop~. neigh~ors, ~nd acc~pt~ 

encourage, and support the livestock farmers in their aJ."ea. 

D~ I'r FUR'l'll~R RESOLVED, that:; .. J."hetor.ic and re~our:9.e~ s.~puld 

be channeled into p,romoting a person. s p~ef er.re~_ .. :n.t!!t.hod oe 

livestock. productlon ra.ther t.tl.~n c]lann,el.ing rhetoric ~.n,d .. 

resources into ct; i.~ici_zing another pers~n • ~ pre~~rr.~d meth~P of 

live$tock production. 

,, 



Senafor Steve Dille 
Minnesota State Senate 
103 State Office Building 

I . 
\1·. 

I 00 Rev~ Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 551.55 

Dear Senator Dille, 

February 18, 2005 

The undersigneq orgamzations would like to commend you for authoring $e "feedlot 
war" letter dated February 1, 2005, and co-signed by your colleagues oil the Senate 
Agriculture, Veterans~ and Gaming Committee. 

W ~ also recognize that unproductive rhetoric surrounding livestock production has been. 
inereasing as' oflate. The agiieulture commumty would like t9 joit) you in putting an qi~ 
to the cUrf.ent neg·atiVe tone. In doing:·So yve :will comµiit to being. respectful. of all teal 
and perceived social issues surrounding animal agriculture fanning.and processing in 
Minnesota. · 

As your letter points out, this st~s with ari understanding that mrl.mal agricultUre and 
livestock production is critical to the state of Minnesota and c0risumers world ::Wide,. and 
must coexist peac~fully with all others. At the same time, a baJanc~ must be struck 
between econQmic success· and stewardship, respect for neighbors, and othei diverse ·. 
factors. 

That being said, we the undersigned members of the agriculture community are 
committed to honoring the tenor of your letter and forging ahead :·with responsibility and 
respect for all parties with a stake in Minnesota's livestock $ector. 

Sincerely, 

Minnesota Dairy Leaders Round Table 
Minnesota Agri-Growth Council 
Minnesota Soybean Growers AssoCiation 
Fann Credit Services Associations Serving Minnesota 
Minnesota State C~ttlemen Association 
Minnesota Association of Cooperatives . 
Minnesota Turkey Growers Association 
Broiler and Egg Association of Minnesota. 
Minnesota Barley Growers Association 
Minnesota Pork Producers Association 



Milk 
. Feb~ary 15, 20Q5 

S~nator Steve Dille 
l 03 State Office·Jiuilding 
I 00 Rev. "f)rMartfu Luther King, Jr .. Blvd. 
St.··Paul .MN 55155-1206 . . ' . 

MINNESOTA MILK PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION 
. . 413 ~oUth 28th A~enue, VJ~·it~.:J,ark, MN SG38~; 

· Phone.: ·no-~63-8336 .. *· '·i±Ax: 320~.263-aJ22 ., 
· E-Mail: tnmp~@r~m01ilk.br{* \Neb;: www.i:nnmilk.org . . . - ; ~c . . . 

· ll~.Senafof Dille: ·: " ·~n:~ .. , .. \".· 
·: ::· .. ~:· 'lj~Pk~yoHff9.r t~f~ .~PJ?Ortu~nity to ~esI>ond to the propo~"~ ~e~~.~~.~pl1.:~u~~R{~"9y~y9u and sign~d by 
· ·. tlje.'Mirines9t~ Senate Agncu1tute, V eterru,lS and ·Ga~rl,'g:'..~oP.tte¢i':';:;Q.ij;l)ehalf oftwo·thQusand 

··:1f~!~d~Eyh!:!~e~~ft~~~1t~·l~~~,~~1t1J!fu~~~ 
l11e deb~t~ ~~s b;~~ ta~ng o~ ~very0,ne invoJved, e$p.~ially 4airy pro4:u~rs ;'Y.bo want t(> -t:ontinue 

· a'.$uccess~lf~m1,f:busin~ss W,hil.e i;mprqyihgtll~ir·:q~~,.i.ty:oflife a~d·the:~i}vito~e~t in .\yhich they 
li:Ve. · · · ·· · .· · · · · · · · " · ' .. . .. ,, · · · 

We runy support·th~ reso~uti~n asldpg ro~ a0 d~iry pro~ucers to be good ~eighbo~s. Minn~~ota 
Milk wit.h ::sQppqrf:fr,oD) t]i,e S!~e of Mi@esoyi:::~niinu~·-to h.~lp ~ f~mer~ b.eCQme better 
neighb~rsJ>y ~.e¢ti*g andtor e~_ceeding.all envifQnrneri;tal regulatiofis;throrigbthe Environmental 
Qtfality ~~~W-a;nctfprogr~. ~: · · . '. · · · · · . . . · :· 

.. . . 

. rJl.nnesoi4:;MiJ.k -~-~tly:appt.~iates the fes<?Juti~n asking for all:~esotan's tq.have a r~§.peaful, 
ebtouraging. arid" ~mpreciati-Ve' ·attitude towar.d livest'o~k .. (~~~~~--M!~~;spta has a .·diverse·.4,dhy 
in4ustry. ·Some d~ey f(lrmers ch~9se to.go the route o~l.~~;iqp:9tf7{!o,~~Qµ~put rotati9nal grazing. 
otll~r -~ah farm fami~i~s · c~qpse:·to mo(;iernize. their c.>14:;~iri;~~ji,f:~:,~b.~;:.itj~9. a rie:w barn- that -is ihore 
ccihlfortabl~ for the cows. tdJemain viabie a.rid ·profltibJ~; .. fil,hy'1:¢my':fafi.n fa~ilies ~hoose fo :add 
oo~s to their h~rd while othe~~,cho.se to 'do ihe best t))ey:~t;l~Wltlatieif' ... exl'sting fadlities. · 

... •• i ·:f'" · . ,• . . ··; r;' ·::~:;;:;· • • • • ;: ... • ·:;:;l · 

wt. weJcQni.~ .. the resp1uti0n :a~Jtjng, rura1 resi.dent.s to renew and intensify. th~rr efforts to be,;.g«l.od 
. ·n.e1ghbors apd to ap§~~; e,ncp~r~ge ~d '.~~pportu~. ~ dairy farm f~iQmes; ·we ad_~ .. ~- gre~t~;~~l to 
. Qtjf h>cat;¢o~unl!1~s:~ :We~p.~~'- ~P~!i~r~ 'ik~f~~-~;d~~e~s, ~guiPcnt~~ -~~l~rS.::~~d~:~ete~~~~· 

JP.Si ~ hri.port.ant, ·w~. n~ed pfef~$~:~t$ .:n¢.afby ~P .a~d:J,ri;Qre .. yalue;:10--.~e.=prip~u¢t$ w~ produ~.:'.>.\ 
··.: . · ... ·. . .'· - ._ ... · ::.:' ··~·. : . . .. ·: .... ' ; ... . -. '':. .. . . . . 

· :Mf rines<>ta ?v.filk, ~P~il!-tc~ >fft\!i .fillPPPf:l!IJJP;,cl,1nQcr:\ta.nd.Uig llS livcstoclc l!glj~Jture continues to .. ··~;~~~,~~~~t:;;~o~;:;~,1g~=~!;~§:~:!!:~~your 
~;;?~~~ . )'.:z~ ,,· '. 

';· , :.· : ... (1-~ .. i,:.VD°i:'"i:f :;~:f~' . i11,,.,¥iesDtA~; ~"""'",, 8 ~~~sh-·7·r .: , . ;(.,, . .. ... : . ..... ,, . (I r 1 . . ... 
/ . . 



Senator Steve Dille · 
Room 103 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

Dear Steve, 

February 28, 2005 

Thank you for your letter of February 1, 2005 asking for ending of the 
"Feedlot War" 1985-2005. I concur with your letter. I also believe there 
are opportunities for all size hog producers in Minnesota. It would be very_ 
nice if producers would have one set of rules to work with. 

Thank you again, Steve, for this letter as well as everything else you do 
helping Minnesota agriculture. 

Kent Holden 
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Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis + Diocese of Crookston + Dioct?se of Duluth 
Diocese of New Ulm + Diocese of St. Cloud • Diocese of Winona 

March 21, 2005 

Senator Steve Dille 
103 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin L. King, Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1206 

RE: Resolution regarding tolerance of diversity in agriculture 

Dear Senator Dille, 

As the public policy organization of the Catholic Bishops of Minnesota, we commend 
your leadership in striving for compromises, working to build consensus and promoting 
mutual respect between individuals and organizations who support and/or participate in 
agriculture in Minnesota. While we would not characterize the differences of opinion and 
practices which have arisen among these individuals and organizations as "Minnesota 
feedlot wars," we do recognize that conflicts have occurred and we support your 
intentions in introducing your resolution regarding tolerance of diversity in agriculture in 
our state. 

In 2004, our national organization of Catholic Bishops, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB), issued a statement on agriculture enti~led For I Was Hungry 
& You Gave Me Food. In their statement, our Bishops advised that in agriculture much 
is at stake in moral and human terms because food sustains life itself and it is not just 
~nother product. · 

While acknowledging that individuals can differ about the specific application of their 
recommendations, the Bishops further explained that the following six criteria should 
provide us with a framework for measuring policies related to agriculture: 

( 1) Overcoming Hunger and Poverty; 
(2) Providing a Safe, Affordable and Sustainable Food Supply; 
(3) Ensuring a Decent Life for Farmers and Farmworkers; 
( 4) Sustaining and Strengthening Rural Communities; 
(5) Protecting God's Creation; and 
(6) . Expanding Participation and Dialogue in the Development of Agricultural 

Policies. 

We are particularly grateful to you for your efforts to expand participation and dialogue 
between various individuals and diverse . organizations regarding the development of 
agricultural policies in our state. 

Very truly yours; 

~ )tLv:i-VL ~
/ )·/· ·(l 

te Krisik . 
Social Concerns Director 
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·Agri News 

Dille nd rs 'Can't • JU II get along~ t 
Senator pens 

· letter calling for 
peace, harmony 

By Janet Kubat Wiiiette 

jkubat@agrinews.com 

ST. PAUL:- Sen. Steve Dille 
wants peace, harmony, love 
and acceptance to replace the 
criticism and condescending 
remarks fired back and forth in 
the feed~ot war: · 

'l'he Dassel Republican 
wrote a 13-poinf letter last 
week outlin
ing a n~w era 
for Minneso
ta's livestock 
farmers. 

He: read the 
letter, which 
was signed by 
all members 
of the Senate 
agriculture 
committee, at Dille 
the end of a 
Feb. 3 hearing where testinio
ny was taken on the Governor's 
Livestock Advisory Task Force 
Report and the Citizens Task 
Force Report. 

"I was trying to think what 
was holding up livestock · 
(expansion) in this state," Dille 
said, and he came up with 
urban sprawl and conflict 

He figured that since 
· Democrats and Republicans 
are trying to make peace in 
the Senate this year and are 
doing a fairly good job, the 
warriors on both sides of the 

A(~ft~~J'ijtW '? ·-

/~ili~f !~j!~~ • 
: ~maJ.fii~yp~f~~.gr.ine~$.COrif or 

· ~~~1~t~-~~!~ ~1ihw~0,, ·•. 
·./e.~.P.@~~\!.~:·~:~xt w~~k's :~.~p~r. . · 
~t:. ... . .~::.~1~ ..... ;· . .- . . . . . . . : . :· 

feedlot war may also be able to 
come to a truce. 

Dille wrote the letter, and 
ran it by a couple other semt
tors. He fine-tuned it and then 
asked his colleagues on the 
agriculture commillce lo sign 
it. They agreed. 

The letter bears the signa
tures of both Senate Minority 
Leader Dick Day and Seuate 
Majority Leader Dean John
son, among others. 

The room was silent when 
·Dille read the letter. He also· 
apologized to the Land Stew
ardship Project for being crit
ical of them in the past. 

·Paul Sobocinksi, a Wubusso 
farmer and LSP staff member, 
welcomed the letter and c<illed 
it a first step in mending lhayl.:>cl. 
relations. But trust, he said, 
must be built over lime. 

Lisa Heggedahl, an Angus 
producer from Hayfield, Lesli· 
fied on behalf of the govemor's 
report and called the letter u 
peace offering. 

· "Sen. Dille has extended a 
peace offering to those such 

· as Land Stewardship Project 
whose viewpoint differs from 
his," Heggedahl said. "He has 

. asked fQr peace and harmony 
in order to werk together for 
the betterment of Minnesota's 
live.stock producers rather than 
the expenditure of time and 
energy to oppose one another. 
It remains to be seen whether 
U1e Land Stewardship Project 
and others will reach out and 
accept the olive branch or 
reach out and rap Sen. Dille 
over lhe head with it." 

Dille said there's room for 
· all types of livestock produc

tion in Minnesota. 
Ideally, LSP will help peo-. 

pie who want to farm using 
grass-based production meth
ods rather than tear down 
those who choose to raise live
stock in confinement. 

Likewise, he hopes the 
"other side" wiJI quit making 
condescending remarks about 
LSP. 

"You'd think at some point 
in the future, the feedlot war 
will eud," Dille said." ... Why 
not this year'?.:." 

"If this works, I might even 
usk them to mention it in my 
obituary." 

The letter has been distrib
uted in the Senate and a res
olution will be drafted for pas
suge i11 both the House and 
Senate. 

Dille is also going to intro
duce a bill addressing urban 
sprawl. · 

a~~~:;~,9~·~.9~~ ~1se's preterrea . · :0r0u.n.d .:l ~a.p.-an'~. has·. ~ofi~ .. '9~'.'f.9A{~q;~~!: 
.. ~1slF+!.~"'qgµc~1p,n;·. ·-. · · ·: .We ·respectfully a·sk all tti~::wa.rnng;:P.~.ilH 
!~~~'!R.~flXt.~f[.p;:~~~.f ~r:i~~ing ~nd inten- to please· !ay down yo.ucsw9.~d;~r~~Si:~~.i~ 
!l~J~W~~.t.fgftsAo. l?e. good neighbors, . hateful condescending sp~ec.tv·:~p,13.n~~~ 
.,,~~W·M·~J~.1.!.~~h]:g: .a~I .tlJe f.ederal, state · energy, talent and reso.4.~~~~:~~.~.~~~:~M~!;.P~ 
,..i:i,J, ... ~.~-~9.!9!l~9Y.1.at1ons. · . and not to t~ar down. . .. : ... ··.-:: ... ::·:~;·:·~:.,:• 

~;wr~~~.~~t~;.~~·i6i<lii~i~~g~~~~~~- ye:~e::,~eie~~~~~~~i ~~~~~~·~:.~:~ff: 
::H~:~Y..~J?.JH~9}¥;~PPR.WJ~9!Qg 'and supporting the Please, Mmneso~a, le~~:.·rn~.k!=l:;~o 
,:!iJ,i~~,~'.f9.9~'.~'.Rt99:H~l(.s·:·!tfthe.ir~ ~r~a. year a new era begi.n~Jp.t!.Mi~~~~2t~:ii~~~'f 
~¥~'.~/9.J?.RO.r}.':JnlfJ.~.~:··~o.r all Minnesotans to stock·producers, al'.l .er~.'"<?t1~r~~t~~lt,~n~st. 
..;f.!.~1~JJf·~.9.P·.Yt!fi!~·:··~p9r\omic. and en':'ironmen- p~ace., harmonyd9.~~·: .. ~t~C;f;:~9~~~l~~ 
t~J::9·~n~.fl.~s:9f..J1y~s,tock produced in a broad d1vers1ty. · .. \··~.'~'.~.:~:\':?~·:·:'.~::~,!.~ 

k!~~~i~!i'.i~.§~~~ci~;~!~~s,. r
0

anging from 1; i!:~.·~~ ~':;e~~;,f~f~i.~· 
_.::;;: .. J-0?'.R~~p~ptfi:JI~ enc~uraging. and appre- Sen. Paul Koenng, &,n.;.~:W,w!ok!;£'§~1L 1• 
dative 'attitude· toward all of' Minnesota's Sen. Ann Rest, Se~·.Y~t:ine:.:IJ:.~~r.·¥.!f: 

J,rI.!~~~~~~t,tme~. . ·.. . . , '· ~~~ 5::.::;"!~r~.'f:f~{lf h, 
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.jJ,- ·. Di.verse-·groUps: SupJJ.or:tS:en. DiUe's feedlot messclge-.·~ """·. fllii 
Jl I . . from stqff reporlS dated Feb. 1, ~. m~ b~.~~ck between eCO- "Health care-~es on a. Bill introductions ~hich provi.des an-individual r~~~~.~{):f:n 
·=~cl The groups said they "rec- n~!Wc success and steward- new and more cliflicult . mcome tax credit and a cor- . . "f. • • ·:.:··::·::·.:·(~-:~:>-
~· .The Minnesota Dairy ognize that unproductive · · ship, respec~F for ne~bors ~ension-in rural areas," Rep. Tony C:Omish, R~ _porate franchise tax for . . ,:: ·_..::;·.::~··}(::: 
.~t l ~.ade~ R?undtable, Min-. rhetoric ~ID:iding live- and. o~er ~''ve~e ·factors." : · said Rep. ~ .. B~ey, the ~un~e~, ~as mtroduc~ a · qu~fying in:vesbnents in . .. ~ . · ·. ·:: .... (~t· 

}S°. ~~ota Agri-Growth Council, stock production has been . . .. . . .~.:- .. :.: .. ) .. ·: lead:~ep:uQ.lj~~ on .. h~al~ . bill~~ for~ Renewab_le dauy operatio~.. . . ·,.· . ·.:· ... ·=·~\: 
~ .. Minn~~ Soybean Gro~~rs increasing as or late" and Rur~~r ~eal ft~· ~a~ . ~.Issues .. :~ I Wanf ~ ' ~~rgy. ~ucti.on Incentive Seti steve ·t>ill~ n .. nasset,·. . . . ~~ ·. ·: ... ·: .. ~: .. ~~} 
~ ~1.atio~ F~ Credi~ . they will join him "in putting H~~ep,ublican.S. out- : p~ece· of.action for·th~se ~·~PP~~ tlie .development ha.Sfatt\ldµ¢.e€1-£.en~te~Ftl~~~ 1 ;~ :: • .-:--- •• ~ ..... \'. 
.~ .. &:rvJ,Ces ~~1a.tions se~ ~ e~~ to ~e current nega- lin¢.a.pa.cla~e.«>r l"U1"1l1 ... · ~~ps? Yo1:1 bet Id~. · ofwmd enellp'. Under the . : ~·~f.~.PP.l'.QOOa~::·:~· .. ~-.:.~~t· · 1 ;j · .· .· .. ... :".:-~· .. 
·g: . ~es9ta, Minn~<?~~.Sta!e-,. ,: tive .tone .. ~ . J;iealf;h Wtiat iveS-··~ 2 W . . .. Higher payments to nurs-:. .bill, .H.ouse File 218, o~ers . money. f9r: ·"~g1-aiiftif~frc('.. . : .. . . . . · .. ;:'. ~. 
~ . ~en,ien Association, Mfu...: They pledged to respeet. 'help mo.re pe:0ple gefaccess . u;tg hom~ - a 3 percent · ofwmd ~~ergy conve.rswn l:Iarvest fOOd banks for the ... :· · :· · · .· .... · 
-~~ .; ~~t;a;~i~tion or Coop- soci81 issues surrounding to medical ca re. · . · increase ea<;h year for two . syste.ms with a capaci~ of 2 purchase of riiUk · '· · · · ·' · · ·. · 
··:: eratives,. Minnesota 'I\J.rkey Ii estock rod ti d . . . . years - woilld cost about . megawatts or I~ receive 1.5 s Ell 

G · Assoc1'ation, Broiler v · p · uc on an: 'nJ.etr J>l'OP<>sals mclude ·, · · $150 ·u· ·d d. -J ... th.· cents for each kilowatt ho11 "' en. ~n Anderson, DFL-rowers . processmg m the state higher p~e ts to . nu ion an wcu U) e . . _. St Paul has introduced . . 
.~ .. • and F.gg AssOciation of Min- , . , . · : !n n~mg total 2 .percent increase pro- . produced (or a period of 10 bm 'S ' . a 

nesota/Minriesota Barley ~ starts ~th an UD;der- homes and ru:~ hospii:als,. posed by Gov. Tim Pii'wlentY. . years. The payment would ~ ~na~ FU.e 1187'. to pro-. 
. .. ; G .. ~ A ........ ~ ..... : ti d standing that arumal agncul- grants to pres·erve rural B. ell didn't h . . be available to on]y 200 hib1t the Sale of atrazine; 

·~ rowcJ.., ~a on an d li estock rod h · · : . 1 ra ey ave a pnce . . . . . . · 
·;-=.1 . Mihn~ota Pork Pro(lµcers ~ ~ .. Y P uc- P. ai:m~cies run~l- sp.µr e ec- tag for the whole ru.taI · ~ega~atts of total statewide . Se~ Becky !Aurey/D~ 
. • · AssoC' ti te a letter to . tion is cntical to the state of troru.c reco~~keepmg, pur- . health kag b .. t . d th capactf;y. · Kemck, has mtroduced a l ia ~n '.VI'O _ · · · . Minµesota and consumers. ch~mg alhan\ces.for small · . pa.c ~, u. ~ e .· . . · .. bill restricting the sale of 
·J Sea S~v~ Dill7, R Dasse.L world wide, and must coexist· busmesses anl;J farmers, and nursmg hoO?-e mcre,ase \!.~. Sea J1:1llann~ qpman, R- ethanol plants The bill is . 
.i ~mmending him .for author- peacefully with all othe[.'.'S. At . tax cha.pg~ .to ease· the ise . by far the biggest-tic~et item. .Ch~assen, .ha:s mtroduced . ·Senate File 943. · ,...... , . . 
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ille's lett :·r. p ks optimism 
By Janet Kµbat Willette · Pork Producers Association, . ttire:based systems in -Morris 

IkutJat@ : .. :.~~. · . sat~tt.b~J~.~r sets a tone · · recen:~d·.a b~q~t;/;11~~~'~ an 
1• • agp.~.· _.cpm ·that all agticultural groups ·: · exampte of hahnofi.y.; he 

Reaction to S~n:·steve · · :.::.~should i'E>liow~ .. ~- , . ·.: saiCI .... ~..,:~: . : ... : .:. · 
Dill e's letter c~llfog 'for an .~.~::cz::iPaul Sobotlnski; a·. Wabas- . "::- , .. 1:'We'.:M7elcome :tbe:oppbrtu-
end to the .·· ·· .,::.;".:·so farmer afid.Land Stewarcl~ ... :· .. ' ', .. ..i·.:\ nity·.t,o:work 
.foedlot war :·~:ship Project $.aff·member; · · wi~:,::S~n. 
·has been ·· said the letter. ·expresses ya1 .. :. Djll.~ .. a:nd · 
cautiously . · · ues his organiza'ti~n ·sh~es,'I.· ~ qthei'Jtg 
optimistic. . and he bop·e.s ws· tht;r'begin.:.~··. _committee 
· Jim ning of an opportunity· to · . · ~ members" to 
Palmer of . ;., . ·work together'..to .. benefit .. ·:·::::: mov~ the 
th~ Minneso- · . . . .~-ii . rural Minnesota:·-_ · . ·~ ~\· · ·· stat~· for-
ta soybean '·"·· Sobocinski said LSP 'took ward, · . 
gr·ow·ers .;· the letter in good faith,' hui. So.bq~.inski 
called the :: said the Legislature nruSt' : sa1.d\ · 
letter com- : .. Dlil · . · : . . .. back the Ietter.:.'.\\tlth a~ti9n.: . Soboclnskl PI:~~~l.er 
mendable. ;· : e. - · Specifically.;' ]aWipak~r~ J1''1~t agr~f#s. · 
He .. ~]so com- ~::.; ~4 ..... 0 .s· .. senq a Clear :me'ss~ge tJ:i·aHip· .. "Let's go forward anct'work 
mended Dille·,"a Dassel . ., legislation~ that)vo~ld1.aff~'~f., 1 'Cm thi::p.gs of mutUaJ° benefit," 
R~p.ub.lican, for trying to. · ··towns~ip. ·tjgQ~· . .or lo;~~!;~.9.~~~-: ·\ he saitl .. · .. . : 
bnng people together. . trol.will.~~~~~:'~~s<?,)~~.~~~·:;·.:·:·::,·:,Ron Jacobsen,..wJw:farms 

Mary Jo ~orbord, execu- ers need~~o .. c?rrecUhe cur-.·:. · ·near Freeborn and js presi-.. 
tive director of the Minneso- rent funomg .1~bal~ct: .. by dent of the Minnesota Soy-
ta Sustainable.Farniing equally fllndmg research· . . bean Growers'.Association 
Association, said the letter · gea~ed for c01~1.finem·ent and · said Dille.'s letter. fits wen' 
outlines goals -.that can hope- pasture systems. . · ·. -with their campaign to keep 

. · fully be achieved.. · In 1998, the Legislature did livestock in Minnesoia .. 
Dave Preisle~ executive · fqnd both, Sobocinski said. A . · MSGA is size-neutral, he 

director of the Minnesota confinement hog facility said. Soybean growers w~t 
· . " : . ; . · ' . went up in Waseca, and pas- · · · 

livestock in the state to con• 
sume Minnesota-grown SOY-: 
beans that-are processed 
jnto meal. Jacobsen said 
without livestock ~oypean 
growers would "lose 68 cents 
.a bushel shipping production 
out of s41te. 

Forbord wants to move the 
debate from feedlots to a 
holistic approach that . · 
emphasiz~s :Pow farming is · 
interrelated to the .. economy· 
and the health of the com- · 
munity. · 

"I don't ·want Seri., Dille's 
gesture of good. faith to be 
hollow/' she said. "I com
mend Sen. Dille for coming 
out .Of the trenches. I think 
he.has the good·of.Minnesota· 
agtjculture at·heari:" .. 
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(What's_ So Funny 'bout) Peace, Love, and U~derstanding 

as sung by Senator Steve Dille 
Song written by ~lvis Costello with a. few "amendments" by 
Senate staffer Anne Hamre 
March 2005 

· As I walk through 
The Capitol 

. Search in' for light in the darkness of farm policy. 

I ask myself · 
Is all hope lost? 
Is there only pain and hatred, and m·isery? 

And each time I feel like this inside, 
There's. one thing l wanna know: 
What's so funny 'bout peace love & understanding? Ohhh~ 
What's so funny 'bout peace· love &·understanding? 

And as rwalked on 
Through feedlot wars· . 
My spirit gets so downhearted sometimes 
So where are the strong 
And yvho are the trusted? 
And where is the harmol'.ly? 
Sweet harmony. 

'Cause each time I feel it slippin' away, just makes me wanna cry. 
What's so funny 'bout peace love & understanding? Ohhhh 
What's so funny 'bout peace love & understanding? 

So where are the strc;mg? 
And who are the trusted? 
And where is. the harmony? 
Sweet.harmony. 

'Cause each time I feel it slippin' away, just makes me wanna cry. 
What's so funny 'bout peace· love & understanding? Ohhhh 
What's so .funny 'bout peace·1ove.& understanding? Ohhhh 
What's so funny 'bout .peace love & u'nderstanding? 



April 6, 2005 

The following individuals and organizations are supporters of SF 1218, a resolution 
authored by Sen. Steve Dille (R-Dassel), Sen. Jim Vickerman (DFL-Tracy), Sen. Dick 
Day (R-Owatonna), Sen. Dean Johnson (DFL-Willmar), and Sen. Becky Lourey (DFL
Kerrick). ·A letter dated February 1, 2004 addressed to all Minnesota Citizens and signed 
by all members of the Senate Agriculture Committee laid out the same message as this 
resolution. 

SF2 l 8 calls for 2005 to be the year the "Minnesota Feedlot War" ends and a new era 
begins for Minnesota livestock farmers; an era characterized by peace, harmony, love, 
and acceptance of diversity. 

NAME 

1. Minnesota Dairy Leaders Roundtable 
2. Minnesota Agri-Growth Council . 
3. Minnesota Soybean Growers Association 
4. Farm Credit Services Association Serving Minnesota 
5. Minnesota State Cattlemen's Association 
6. Minnesota Association of Cooperatives 
7. Minnesota Turkey Growers Association 
8. Broiler and Egg Association of Minnesota 
9. Minnesota Barley Growers Association 
10. Minnesota Pork Producers Association 
11. Minnesota Milk Producers Association 
12. Holden Fann - Kent Holden 
13. Minnesota Catholic Conference - Kate Krisik 

. . 
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[SENATEE J mg SSR20-1908 

Senator Johnson, D.E. from the Committee on Rules and 
Administration, to which was referred under Joint Rule 2.03, 
together with the committee report thereon, 

S.F. No. 1908: A bill for an act relating to natural 
resources; establishing the Shooting Range Protection Act; 
requiring expedited rulemaking; proposing coding for new law as 
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 87A. 

Reports the same back with the recommendation that the· 
report from the Committee on Judiciary, shown in the Journal for 
May 5, 2005, be adopted; that committee recommendation being: 

"the bill be amended and when so amended the bill do pass". 
Amendments adopted. Report adJted. c -, 

('··, t:~/ ·1J JJ_,A.._,__ c .. -·--~~ -
(C;~~itt~~-Ch~i~{··············· 

May 16 , 2 0 0 5 ..................... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 

1 
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::<:. . .:s: •. F •. No. 1·9 o.8: A ~ill for an .act::rela~irig .. to ·11a~-qra:J,;· ... > 
:i~:~sources; establishing the Shooting~·;'-Rang.e .Protect.ion ·Acf; · 
/i.-~q.uiririg expedited rule:rnaking·; proposing coding for 'new law as 
gMi.nn~sota statutes, chapter.87A. 
!:~·\·, .· . 

... .. . 
·' Repor~s ·the ,same back with· the ret:ommendation that the bil'l 
amended ·as .f o'llows :. 

Pa.ge 4·, line 6, a.fter the first. comma, insert nor as 

, 1:~F\-.'provid·ed in.· .paragraph ·(b) , " 
"•,;:.····· . 

Page 4., line 13 , . after "structure" insert "subj e.ct to this 

. section'~ and. delete ''under this section fl, 

:Page 4, line ·14 r a·fter ''seeking" .. insert "the'i and· after 

"app.roval" insert "or, at .the discretion of ·the governing body,. 
. . . 

: the . ap;P·~·ov-·±1?-g ~ uthor i ty.~ 1 
•. 

·Page 4, line 15,. ~elete. e·ve:rythi~g after the period 

Page 4; delete lines. 16 and ;L 7 _ 

... )~··+~~/. -:.24 · b.asis f.or the range· being .out of compliance with.:· the shooting -
,_. · .. ':: :· . . ~ . . . . . ':' ... ~ .. 

>26 .Page 5 '· line 3, before tl1:e period, insert ", as ·in effect-

.,·27 oh the effective ·date o·f. this .actrr . 

· 28 ·.Page 5, line 11, after "action" inse:i;t "for damages or 

29 ·eq.U{table relief" 

3 o .Page 5, line 1.3, delete .everything after "prohibit" and 

31 ins.£?r-t: 11.oth~r actions. " 
- . . 

3 2. P.age .. · 5· ~. .delet;e . lines 1.4 .. to 16 

33 Page 5·., lihe 24., before the :p~riod, insert "by a· court. of 

34 conipetertt.furisdictiori" 

35 Pa.ge 6, line 21, after the period, insert "Nothing· in this 
I . .. 

3 6 chavter: ~ha.11·, superse.de m'ore "restrictive· conditions imposed. by 

37 ·ordina:hcgs. and permits that are in effect on the effective date 

. 3 8 ·.of tb'is. secti·on.. 11 

1 
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· ·1 And when so amended 
· · 2. .._'.}.~.e;port ·.adopted~ 

adopted. 

.. 1..-.'" ... • 

.. ,· ·~·· :3-." 
·!, 

. "'4. ·:· ·' 

' }J,\' '" May 4·, ··20.o·s ••••••••••.•••••• ~ •. 4" •• 

('Date ·o.f· Committee recommendation) 

' ~ . : 

.. :.-.:.i"', 
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SF1908 FIRST ENGROSSMENT [REVISOR ] ON Sl908-l 

1 A bill for an act 

2 relating to natural resources; establishing the 
3 Shooting Range Protection Act; requiring expedited 
4 rulemaking; proposing coding for new law as Minnesota 
5 Statutes, chapter 87A. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE L~GISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

7 Section 1. [87A.Ol] [DEFINITIONS.] 

8 Subdivision 1. [APPLICABILITY.] The definitions in this 

9 section apply to sections 87A.Ol to 87A.08. 

10 Subd. 2. [PERSON.] "Person" means an individual, 

11 association, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, club, 

12 political subdivision, or other legal entity. 

13 Subd. 3. [SHOOTING RANGE OR RANGE.] "Shooting range" or 

14 "range" means an area or facility designated or operated 

15 primarily for the use of firearms, as defined in section 

16 97A.015, subdivision 19, or archery, and includes shooting 

17 preserves as described in section 97A.115 or .any other Minnesota 

18 law. 

19 Subd. 4. [SHOOTING RANGE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.] "Shooting 

20 range performance standards" means those rules adopted by the 

21 commissioner of natural resources under section 87A.02 for the 

22 safe operation of shooting ranges. 

23 Subd. 5. [LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT.] "Local unit of 

24 government" means a home rule charter or statutory city, county, 

25 town, or other political subdivision. 

Section 2 l 



SF1908 FIRST ENGROSSMENT [REVISOR ] DN Sl908-l 

1 Sec. 2. [87A.02] [SHOOTING RANGE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.] 

2 Subdivision 1. [ADOPTION OF STANDARDS; REVIEW.] (a) The 

3 commissioner of natural resources must develop and adopt 

4 shooting range performance standards, according to the expedited 

5 rulemaking process under section 14.389. The shooting range 

6 performance standards must provide for compliance with 

7 applicable noise standards under section 87A.05 and for the safe 

8 use of shooting ranges within their boundaries, including the 

9 containment of projectiles. 

10 (b) The shooting range performance standards must provide 

11 for the operation of shooting preserves within the boundaries of 

12 the preserve, including an exemption from any discharge distance 

13 limitations generally applicable to hunting on other land, when 

14 the shooting preserve is in compliance with all other applicable 

15 laws and is in operation on or before the effective date of the 

16 performance standards adopted under this section or prior to the 

17 development of any structure that would cause the preserve to be 

18 out of compliance with the discharge distance. 

19 (c) The commissioner must review the shooting range 

20 performance standards at least once every five years and revise 

21 them if necessary for the safe operation of shooting ranges. 

22 (d) In the adoption of any amendments to the shooting range 

23 performance standards adopted under paragraph (a), the 

24 commissioner shall follow all notice and public hearing 

25 requirements for the regular rule adoption process under 

26 sections 14.001 to 14.28. 

27 Subd. 2. [INTERIM STANDARDS.] Until the commissioner of 

28 natural resources adopts the shooting range performance 

29 standards under subdivision 1, paragraph (a), the November 1999 

30 revised edition of the National Rifle Association's Range Source 

31 Book: A Guide to Planning and Construction shall serve as the 

32 interim shooting range performance standards, having the full 

33 effect of the shooting range performance standards for purposes 

34 of this chapter. The interim shooting .range performance 

35 standards sunset and have no ·further effect under this chapter 

36 upon the effective date of the shooting range performance 

Section 2 2 
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SF1908 FIRST ENGROSSMENT [REVISOR ] DN S1908-l 

1 standards adopted under subdivision 1, paragraph (a). 

2 Sec. 3. [87A.03] [COMPLIANT RANGES; AUTHORIZED 

3 ACTIVITIES.] 

4 Subdivision 1. [AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.] A shooting range 

5 that operates in compliance with the shooting range performance 

6 standards must be permitted to do all of the following within 

7 its geographic boundaries, under the same or different ownership 

8 or occupancy, if done in accordance with shooting range 

9 performance standards: 

10 (1) operate the range and conduct activities involving the 

11 discharge of firearms; 

12 (2) expand or increase its membership or·opportunities for 

13 public participation related to the primary activity as a 

14 shooting range; 

15 (3) make those repairs or improvements desirable to meet or 

16 exceed requirements of shooting range performance standards; 

17 (4) increase events and activities related to the primary 

18 activity as a shooting range; 

19 (5) conduct shooting activities and discharge firearms 

20 daily between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. A local unit of 

21 goverriment with zoning jurisdiction over a shooting range may 

22 extend the hours of operation by the issuance of a special or 

23 conditional use permitr and 

24 (6) acquire additional lands to be used for buffer zones or 

25 noise mitigation efforts or to otherwise comply with this 

26 chapter. 

27 Subd. 2. [NONCONFORMING USE.] A shooting range that is a 

28 nonconforming use shall be allowed to conduct additional 

29 shooting activities within the range's lawful property 

30 boundaries as of· the date the range became a nonconforming use, 

31 provided the shooting range remains in compliance with noise and 

32 shooting range performance standards under this chapter. 

33 Subd. 3. [COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER LAW.] Nothing in this 

34 section exempts any newly constructed or remodeled building on a 

35 shooting range from compliance with fire safety, handicapped 

36 accessibility, elevator safety, bleacher safety, or other 
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1 provisions of the State Building Code that have mandatory 

2 statewide application. 

3 Sec. 4. [87A.04] [MITIGATION AREA.] 

4 (a) Except for those U$es, developments, and structures in 

5 existence or for which approval has been granted by October 1, 

6 2005, no change in use, new development, or construction of a 

7 structure shall be approved for any portion of property within 

8 750 feet of the perimeter property lirie of an outdoor shooting 

9 range if the change in use, development, or construction would 

10 cause a preexisting outdoor shooting range in compliance with 

11 this chapter to become out of compliance. 

12 (b) A change in use, new development, or construction of a 

13 structure may be approved under this section if the person 

14 seeking approval agrees to provide any mitigation reguired to 

15 keep the range in compliance with this chapter. The approving 

16 authority, instead of t~e person requesting the change in use, 

17 new development, or construction of a structure may provide any 

18 mitigation required under this section. The person requesting 

19 approval under this section is responsible for providing 

20 documentation if no mitigation is required under this section. 

21 Failure to provide the ·documentation or any mitigation required 

22 under this section exempts the range from being out of 

23 compliance with the shooting range performance and noise 

24 standards of this chapter with regard to the property 

25 responsible for the mitigation. Any action brought by the owner 

26 of the property agains~ the range is subject to section 87A.06. 

27 With the permission of the range operator, any mitigation 

28 required under this section may be provided on the range 

29 property. 

30 Sec. 5. [87A.05] [NOISE STANDARDS.] 

31 Allowable noise levels for the operation of a shooting 

32 range are the levels determined by replacing the steady state 

33 noise LlO and L50 state standards for each period of time within 

34 each noise area's classification with a single Leq(h) standard 

35 for impulsive noise that is two dBA lower than that of the LlO 

36 level for steady state noise. The noise level shall be measured 
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1 outside of the range property at the location of the receiver's 

2 activity according to Minnesota Rules, parts 7030.0010 to 

3 7030.0080. For purposes of this section, "Leq(h)" means the 

4 energy level that is equivalent to a steady state level that 

5 contains the same amount of sound energy as the time varying 

6 sound level for a 60-minute time period. 

7 Sec. 6. [87A.06] [NUISANCE ACTIONS; COMPLIANCE WITH 

8 SHOOTING RANGE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.] 

9 A person who owns, operates, or uses a shooting range in 

10 this state that is in compliance with shooting range performance 

11 standards is not subject to any nuisance action based on noise 

12 or other matters regulated by the shooting range performance 

13 standards. This section does not prohibit an action that seeks 

14 damages for personal physical injury or tangible damage to 

15 property caused by acts or omissions involving the operation of· 

16 the range or by a person using the range. 

17 Sec. 7. [87A.07] [CLOSURE OF SHOOTING RANGES.] 

18 Subdivision 1. [CLOSURE.] Except as otherwise provided in 

19 sections 87A.01 to 87A.08, a shooting range that is in 

20 compliance with shooting range performance standards and the 

21 reguirements of sections 87A.Ol to 87A.08 shall not be forced to 

22 permanently close or permanently cease any activity related to 

23 the primary use of the shooting range unless the range or 

24 activity is found to be a clear and immediate safety hazard. In 

25 any action brought to compel the permanent closure of any range 

26 in compliance with shooting range performance standards and this 

27 chapter, or to permanently cease any activity related to the 

28 primary use of the shooting range, there is a rebuttable 

29 presumption that the range or activity is not a clear and 

30 immediate safety hazard. If the shooting range provides 

31 evidence that the cause of a proven safety hazard can be 

32 mitigated so as to eliminate the safety hazard, the court shall 

33 not order the permanent closure of the range, or permanent 

34 ceasing of the activity found to be a clear and immediate safety 

35 hazard, unless the range operator fails to implement the 

36 necessary mitig~tion to remove the safety hazard by ·the date 
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1 that is determined reasonable by the court. 

2 Subd. 2. [PRELIMINARY INJUNCTIONS.] Nothing in this 

3 section prohibits a court from granting a preliminary inj~nction 

4 against any activity determined to be a probable clear and 

5 immediate safety hazard, or against any individual determined to 

6 be the probable cause of an ·alleged clear and immediate safety 

· 7 hazard, pending the final determination of the existence of the 

8 safety hazard. 

9 Subd. 3. [PERMANENT INJUNCTIONS.] A court may grant a 

10 permanent injunction only against a particular activity or 

11 person instead of permanently closing the range unless the court 

12 finds that the remaining operations also .pose a safety hazard 

13 under ~his section. 

14 Sec. 8. [87A.08] [APPLICABILITY OF OTHER LAWS.] 

15 Subdivision 1. [PUBLIC SAFETY LAWS; ZONING.] (a) Nothing 

16 in this chapter prohibits enforcement of any federal law. To 

17 the extent consistent with this chapter, other state laws 

18 regarding the health, .safety, and welfare of the public may be 

19 enforced. To the extent consistent with this chapter, a local 

·20 unit of government with zoning authority jurisdiction over a 

21 shooting range may enforce its applicable ordinances and permits. 

22 (b) If the operator of the shooting range sho~s evidence 

23 that the range can be brought into compliance with the 

24 applicable state law, local ordinance, or permit, the range may 

25 not be permanently closed unless the range operator fails to 

26 bring the range into compliance with the applicable law, 

27 ordinance, or permit under this section by the date that the 

28 court determines reasonable. Nothing in this section prohibits 

29 a court from granting a preliminary injunction against any 

30 activity determined to be a violation of a law, ordinance, or 

31 permit under this section or against any individual determined 

32 to be causing an alleged violation, pending the final 

33 determination of the existence of the violation. 

34 Subd. 2. [PERMANENT' INJUNCTIONS.] A court may grant a 

35 permanent injunction only against a particular activity or 

36 person instead of permanently closing the range unless the court 
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1 finds that the remaining o:eerations also create a violation 

2 under this section. 

3 Sec. 9. [EFFECTIVE DATE.] 

4 Sections 1 to 8 are effective the day following final 

5 enactment. 
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