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S.F.No. 863, the Fair and Clean Elections Act provides candidates for 
constitutional office or the Legislature with public money to cover most of their· 
campaign spending limit in return for lower contribution limits. The public money 
would range from about 87 percent of the spending limit for legislative candidates to 
almost 97 percent for gubernatorial candidates. 

Contribution Limits 

Contribution limits would apply to the entire election cycle, instead of the current 
system of separate limits for election and n.onelection years. The new contribution 
limit for candidates who participate in the public subsidy program would be $50 per 
election cycle. They could not contribute more than $500 to their own campaign. 
Contribution limits on nonparticipating candidates would be the same as the election 
year limits under current law, except that the contribution limit for candidates for 
secretary of.state and state auditor would be doubled, to equal the limit for candidates 
for attorney general. 

Candidates who do not accept a public subsidy would be prohibited from accepting 
contributions from a political party in excess of ten times the limit on contributions 
from an individual. 

· A political committee or political fund would be prohibited from accepting more than 
$1, 000 in a calendar year in aggregate ~ontributions from an individual and would be 
prohibited from accepting any contributions from another political committee or 
political fund. 
Political parties would be prohibited from accepting more than $10,000 each election 
cycle in aggregate contributions from an individual or association. They would be 
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Political parties would be prohibited from accepting more than $10,000 each election cycle in 
aggregate contributions from an individual or association. They would be prohibited from accepting 
money from any other party unit in another state or at the national level, unless the transfer were 
from a separate fund that contained only contributions from individuals and associations that would 
have been permitted under the law of Minnesota if they had been made directly to the political party 
~t. . 

An individual would be prohibited from making more than $10,000 in an election cycle in aggregate 
contributions for any purpose to· all candidates, and to all political committees, political funds, and 
party units. 

Spending Limits 

Spending limits would apply to the entire election cycle. The dollar amounts for most candidates 
would be similar to the current limits for the election year. The amount for candidates for secretary 
of state and state auditor would be more than double the current limit for the election year. A 
candidate would be permitted to spend a small amount of additional money during the qualifying 
period from private contributions to the candidate. The total of the base amount plus qualifying 
expenditures for candidates for state senator would be $60,000 and for state representative would 
be $30,000. A first-time candidate's spending limit would be increased by ten percent. 

Issue Ads 

There would be a rebuttable presumption that an expenditure in excess of certain limits for a 
communication close to election day that contained the name or picture of a candidate is a carp.paign 
expenditure. 

Independe1:1t Expenditures 

There would be a rebuttable presumption that a campaign expenditure that was made after certain 
contacts between the spender and a candidate was not "independent," and thus must be counted 
against the candidate's spending limit. 

Disclosure 

All candidates would have to report the name and address of all contributors of more than $50 a year. 
Committees reporting contributions or expenditures of more than $5,000 in a year would have to file 
electronically. The Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board would have to post all campaign 
finance reports on its Web site within seven days after they were due. · 

Conduit funds would have to register and file periodic reports with the Board. 
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Public Subsidy 

To qualify for a public· subsidy, a candidate would have to raise a certain amount in contributions, 
counting only the first $5 from individuals eligible to vote in this state and, in the case of legislative 
candidates, at least one-half from individuals eligible to vote for the candidate. 

Upon determining that the candidate had met all the requirements, the Board would designate the 
candidate as "participating" and pay the candidate a public subsidy equal to 20 percent of the 
candidate's public subsidy base. Within one week after the close of filings for office, a participating 
candidate who had an opponent in either the primary or general election would be paid a public 
subsidy equal to 20 percent of the candidate's public subsidy base. Within one week after results 
of the primary were known, a participating candidate with an opponent in the general election would 
be paid a public subsidy equal to 60 percent of the candidate's public subsidy base. 

Upon-receipt of a report that a nonparticipating opponent of a participating candidate had received 
contributions in excess of the participating candidate's spending limit, the Board would pay to the 
participating candidate a public subsidy equal to the participating candidate's public subsidy base. 
The additional public subsidy could be spent only in the amount that the nonparticipating candidate's 
contributions exceeded the participating candidate's spending limit. 

Upon receipt of a notice that an individual or association had disseminated a communication paid 
for with independent expenditures that aggregated more than $500 during an election cycle, the 
Board would pay to each participating candidate in the affected race a public subsidy equal to the 
candidate's public subsidy base. The additional public subsidy could be spent only in the amount 
of independent expenditures made to defeat the candidate or one-half the amount of independent 
expenditures made to elect the participating candidate's opponent, subject to certain additional 
limits. 

Throwback Rule 

To pay for the public subsidies, the corporate franchise tax would be changed by adding a throwback 
rule. If tangible personal property were shipped from this state to another state and the taxpayer were 
not taxable in the state of delivery, the sale would be taxable in this state. 

Penalties 

The penalty for exceeding contribution or spending limits would be up to ten times the amount of 
the excess. 

In addition to the civil penalties, the Board would be authorized to bring a court action to have a 
candidate who had filed a false report or who had exceeded contribution or spending limits removed 
from office. If the court found the candidate had violated the law, the court could declare the office 
vacant, in the case of a constitutional officer, or would forward a transcript of its judgment to the 
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Senate or the House of Representatives for further consideration, in the case of a member of the 
Legislature. 

Free Broadcast Time 

Television and radio stations that receive a public subsidy from the State would be required to 
provide free broadcast time to participating candidates for constitutional officer and either broadcast 
time or archived audio or video clip time for participating legislative candidates. The amount of time 
would be 30 minutes each election cycle for candidates for constitutional officer and 60 seconds each 
election cycle for candidates for the Legislature. The broadcast would include only the candidate 
speaking in the candidate's own voice. 

Filing Fees 

Filing fees would be eliminated for participating candidates. 

Voter's Guide 

The Secretary of State would be required to publish a voters guide at.least 21 days before the state 
primary and general election, mail it to every household in the state, and publish it on the Secretary 
of State's Web site. · 

Form of the Bill 

The bill is in the form of a repeal and reenactment, repealing the campaign finance provisions of 
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 1 OA, and reenacting them, as amended, as a new chapter 1 OB. Chapter 
1 OA retains the provisions establishing the Board, regulating lobbyists and principals, requiring 
disclosure of conflicts of interest, and providing remedies for violations of either chapter 1 OA or 
chapter 1 OB. 

A section-by-section description of the bill follows. 

Section 1 names the bill the "Fair and Clean Elections Act." 

Sections 2 to 13 provide that the definitions and enforcement power of the Board in chapter 1 OA 
also apply to the campaign finance provisions in chapter 1 OB. 

Section 6 prohibits the Board from publishing an individual's home street address or telephone 
number on its Web site. 

Section 10 adds a civil penalty of up to ten times the amount of the error for filing a false report. 
It also authorizes the Board to order a violator to return any public subsidy the violator has received. 
It authorizes ~e Board to bring a court action to have the nomination or election declared forfeited. 
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The forfeiture would occur upon the judgment of the court, in the case of a constitutional officer, or 
upon action by the Senate or House of Representatives, in the case of a legislator. 

Section 12 limits the civil penalties imposed by the B~ard to $1,000, unless otherwise pro~ided. 

Section 14 reenacts the definitions relating to campaign finance formerly coded in section IOA.01 
in chapter 1 OB, with the following substantive changes: 

Subdivision 7, paragraph (b) includes the cost of sham "issue ads" as campaign 
expenditures. 

Paragraph (c) creates a rebuttable presumption that an expenditure in excess of 
certain limits for a communication close to election day that contains the name or 
picture of a candidate is a campaign expenditure. 

Paragraph (f), clause (3), limits the exemption from the definition of "expenditure" 
for news items to those published by·news media not owned by or affiliated with a 
candidate. 

Paragraph (f), clause (4), adds an exemption for in-house newsletters, as defined 
in paragraphs {g) to (k). 

Subdivision 9 adds a definition of "conduit fund." 

Subdivision 16, paragraph (a), omits the sentence that used to say a political party could 
not make independent expenditures on behalf of its own candidates, which was struck down 
by U.S. District Judge Ann D. Montgomery in the case of Republican Party of Minnesota 
v. Pauly, 63 F. Supp.2d 1008 (D. Minn. 1999). Rather, paragraph (b) creates a rebuttable 
presumption that various subtle methods of coordinating spending are not "independent." 

Section 15 is a reenactment of section 1OA.105, requiring a candidate to have a principal campaign 
committee. 

Section 16 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.11, requiring political committees and party units to have 
a chair and treasurer. 

Section 1 7 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.12, requiring political funds to have a treasurer. 

Section ~8 is new, requiring conduit funds to have a treasurer and not be commingled with other 
funds. 

Section 19 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.13, requiring regulated committees and funds, to keep 
certain accounts, but amended to include conduit funds. 
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Section 20 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.14, requiring committees and funds to register with the 
Board when they have received contributions or made expenditures of more than $100, amended to 
include conduit funds. 

Subdivision 2, clause (4), is amended to require a principal campaign committee to register 
with the Board the name and address of any individual authorized to accept contributions on 
behalf of the principal campaign committee. 

Section 21 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.15, imposing record-keeping requirements for 
contributions received by a committee or fund, amended to include conduit funds. 

Section 22 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.16, prohibiting earmarking of contributions. 

Section 23 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.17, requiring certain records to be kept of expenditures 
by a committee or fund, amended to include conduit funds. 

Section 24 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.18, requiring bills for materials or services to be 
submitted to a committee or fund within 60 days after the materials or services were provided. 

Section 25 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.20, requiring committees and funds to file various reports 
with the Board, amended to include conduit funds and further amended as follows: 

Subdivision 2, paragraph {b), requires principal campaign committees to file additional 
reports on April 30, July 31, and November 30 in a year in which the candidate's name is on. 
the ballot. 

Paragraph ( c) requires political committees, political funds, conduit funds, and party 
units to file reports each election year at the same times as principal campaign 
committees. 

Paragraph (d) requires committees and funds that make expenditures related to a 
special election to file reports seven days before the special primary and special 
election and ten days after the special election cycle. 

Subdivision 3 requires committees that report contributions or expenditures of more than 
$5,000 in a year to file electronically. It requires the Board to post all campaign finance 
reports on its Web site within seven days after they are due. 

Subdivision 4, paragraphs (b) and ( d), require candidates to report the name and 'address 
of each individual who contributes or loans more than $50 a year. 
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Paragraph (c) requires every political committee, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, and party unit to disclose the sum of all contributions received through 
each conduit fund and through all conduit funds. 

Subdivision 5 requires conduit funds to disclose the sum of all contributions received by the 
fund and the sum of contributions given to each political committee, political fund, principal 
campaign committee, and party unit and to all of them together during the reporting period. 

Subdivision 7 requires a nonparticipating candidate to report to the Board any contributions 
the candidate has received in excess of the spending limit of the candidate's participating 
opponent. Additional reports are due each Monday for any excess contributions received 
during the week ending the previous Friday and within 48 hours during the last three weeks 
before a primary or general election and the last two weeks before a special primary or 
special election. 

Subdivision 10 requires an individual or association to report to the Board and notify each 
candidate in the affected race within 48 hours after disseminating a communication paid for 
by an independent expenditure of more than $500 during an election cycle. During the last 
three weeks before the primary or general election and the last two weeks before a special 
primary or special election, the notice must be filed within 24 hours. The notice must also 
include a copy or transcript of the advertisement purchased with the independent 
expenditure. 

(The current law requiring reports of independent expenditures of more than $100 to be filed 
with the Board within 24 hours was held unconstitutional in Day v. Holahan, 34 F.3d 1356 
(8th Cir. 1994).) 

Subdivision 14 increases the penalty for late filing of a report due January 31 from $5 to $10 
a day and increases the maximum penalty from $100 to $500. 

Section 26 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.27, imposing contribution limits, amended as follows: 

Subdivision 1 applies contribution limits to the entire election cycle, instead of the current 
system of separate limits for election and nonelection years. It makes contribution limits on 
nonparticipating candidates the same as the election year limits under current law, except that 
the contribution limit for candidates for secretary of state and state auditor would be doubled, 
to equal the limit for candidates for attorney general. It prohibits a participating candidate 
from accepting more than $50 per election cycle. It also limits the delivery of contributions 
to a candidate to members of the principal campaign committee registered with the Board 
for that purpose. 
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Subdivision 2 prohibits a candidate who does not accept a public subsidy from accepting 
contributions from a political party in excess of ten times the limit on contributions from an 
individual. 

Subdivision 5 prohibits a candidate who accepts a public subsidy from contributing more 
than $500 to the candidate's own campaign. · 

Subdivision 8 prohibits a political committee or political fund from accepting more than 
$1,000 each year in aggregate contributions from an individual and from accepting any 
contributions from another political committee or political fund. (The previous limit of $100 
on contributions by an individual to a political committee or political fund was held 
unconstitutional in Day v. Holahan, 34 F.3d 1356 (8th Cir. 1994), and stricken by Laws 
1999, chapter 220, section 34.) 

Subdivision 9, paragraph (a), prohibits political parties from accepting more than $10,000 
each election cycle in aggregate contributions from an individual, or from an association that 
makes contributions to candidates. 

Paragraph (b) prohibits political parties from accepting money from any other party 
unit in another state or at the national level, unless the transfer is from a separate fund 
that contains only contributions from individuals and associations that would have 
been permitted under the law of Minnesota if they had been made directly to the · 
political party unit. 

Subdivision 10 prohibits an individual from making more than $10,000 in aggregate 
contributions for any purpose to all candidates, and· to all political committees, political 
funds, and party units, in an election cycle. 

Section 27 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.273, prohibiting certain fund-raising during a session of 
the Legislature. 

Section 28 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.29, prohibiting circumvention of contribution limits by 
making a contribution through another. 

Section 29 is a reenactment of section 290.06, subdivision 23, the political contribution refund 
program, amended in subdivision 2 to eliminate the political contribution refund for contributions 
to candidates and to require a political party to agree not to make independent expenditures if it 
wants to be eligible for the refund program. A party unit's claim for a refund may not be made 
before March 4 in each odd-numbered year, since parties will be required to file their agreement not 
to make independent expenditures before March 1 and allowed until March 4 to -rescind their 
agreement (which they may want to do if an opposing party does not file an agreement). 
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Section 30 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.25, providing for voluntary spending limits, amended 
as follows: 

Subdivision 1 applies the prohibition on making independent expenditures to a political 
party that has signed and not rescinded a spending limit agreement. 

Subdivision 2 applies spending limits to the entire election cycle. The dollar amounts for 
candidates for governor, attorney general, and the legislature would be less than the current 
limits for an election year. The amount for candidates for secretary of state and state auditor 
would be more than the current limit for an election year. 

2002 Limit New Limit/Cycle 

- Governor and Lieutenant Governor $2,188,090 $1,570,000 

Attorney General $364,690 $325,000 

Secretary of State, State Auditor $182,350 $325,000 

State Senator $54,740 $60,000 

State Representative $27,380 $30,000 

As part of the spending limit, a candidate is permitted to raise and spend the following amounts 
during the election cycle before qualifying for public money: 

Governor 

Attorney General, Secretary of State, State Auditor 

Senate 

House 

$50,000 

$25,000 

$8,000 

$4,000 

A first-time candidate will continue to receive a ten percent increase in spending limit and public 
subsidy. · 

Subdivision 3 requires a candidate who runs for more than one statewide office during an 
election cycle to count expenditures for the several offices against the spending limit for each 
office. 

Subdivision 5 prohibits a candidate from making independent expenditures. 
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Subdivision 6 permits a participating candidate to be released from a spending limit 
agreement ifthe candidate's nonparticipating opponent receives contributions in excess of 
the amounts the participating candidate has received from contributors and the public subsidy 
through that part of the election cycle. 

Subdivision 7 prohibits political parties from making independent expenditures. 

Section 31 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.275, exemptingmulticandidate expenditures by political 
parties from a candidate's contribution and spending limits, amended to omit spending for telephone 
conversations, fund-raising efforts, and party staff services. 

Section 32 is a reenactment of section I OA.3 22, providing the terms of the spending limit agreement, 
amended as follows: 

Subdivision 2 requires the spending limit agreement to be filed no sooner than January 1 of 
the election year and no later than one day after the candidate files the affidavit of candidacy 
for the office. 

Subdivision 3 requires a political party to agree not to make independent expenditures as a 
condition of receiving a public subsidy in the form of a political contribution refund. The 
agreement must be filed by the first March 1 of a general election cycle and may not be 
rescinded after the first March 4 of a general election cycle. 

Section 33 is a reenactment of section lOA.323, requiring candidates to raise a certain amount in 
qualifying contributions in order to be eligible to receive a public subsidy, amended as follows: The 
qualifying contributions count only the first $5, rather than $50 under current law; contributors must 
be eligible to vote in this state, and one-half the contributors to a legislative candidate must be 
eligible to vote for the candidate. Threshold amounts are changed, as follows: 

Old New 

Governor $35,000 $22,000 

Attorney General, Secretary of State, or State Auditor $15,000 $12,500 

Senate $3,000 $1,800 

House $1,500 $900 

A statewide candidate will have to raise at least five percent of the qualifying amount in each 
congressional district. The dollar amounts for legislative candidates will be adjusted following each 
decennial census to represent the ideal population of a senate or house district, respectively, times 
.025, (or $5 times .05 percent of the population of the ideal district) rounded to the nearest $100. 
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Subdivision 2 requires a candidate who intends to participate in the public subsidy program 
to file with the Board a statement of intent to participate. 

Subdivision 3 requires a partfoipating candidate to get a signed receipt from each contributor 
of a qualifying contribution and to file with the Board a list of the name and home address 
of each contributor, indicating those who are eligible to vote for the candidate. 

Subdivision 4 provides that the deadline for qualifying is the day after the candidate files for 
office. 

Subdivision 5 provides that qualifying amounts for a special election are one-third of those 
for a general election. 

Section 34 is a reenactment of section 1 OA.30, creating the state elections campaign fund, amended 
to provide a new method of balancing the amount in the fund with the amount of subsidies paid out 
to candidates. 

Subdivision 2 imposes a spending cap for each calendar year of $5 times the number 
of Minnesota residents who filed personal income tax returns during the previous 
calendar year. 

SubdivisiOn 3 requires the commissioner of finance to transfer excess balances in the 
state elections campaign fund to the general fund. The amount transferred is 
appropriated to the board of public defense. 

Subdivision 4 authorizes the Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board to reduce first 
the public subsidy paid to match excess expenditures and the public subsidy paid to match 
independent expenditures, and second the percentage of the candidate's spending limit that 
is paid as a public subsidy, if the Board determines there is not enough money in the state 
elections campaign fund to pay subsidies at the full rate. 

Subdivision 5 provides that, in an emergency, the Board may reduce all public subsidy 
payments proportionately. 

Section 35 is new. It provides for payment of the public subsidy from the state elections campaign 
fund. Candidates for state office who agree to lower contribution limits will receive a public subsidy 
from the general fund equal to about 80 percent of their campaign spending limit. 

Subdivision 1 provides that, upon determining that the candidate has met all the 
requirements, the Board must designate the candidate as "participating." 

Subdivision 2, paragraph (a), sets forth the dollar amount of each candidate's public 
subsidy base: 
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Governor and Lieutenant Governor 

Attorney General 

Secretary of State, State Auditor 

State Senator 

State Representative 

Base 

$1,520,000 

$300,000 

$300,000 

. $52,000 

$26,000 

Subdivision 2, paragraph (b ), provides an increase of ten percent for a first-time candidate. 

Subdivision 3 provides for adjustment of the dollar amounts by the increase in the Consumer 
Price Index. 

Subdivision 4 requires the Board to pay the candidate a public subsidy equal to 20 percent 
of the candidate's public subsidy base within one week after designating the candidate as 
"participating." 

Subdivision 5 provides that, within one week after the close of filings for office, a 
participating candidate with an opponent in either the primary or general election will be sent 
a check for 20 percent of the public subsidy base. 

Subdivision 6 provides that 60 percent of the candidate's public subsidy base will be paid 
immediately following the primary. A candidate with no general election opponent will 
receive six percent. 

Subdivision 7 provides that, upon receipt of a report that a nonparticipating opponent of a 
participating candidate has received contributions in excess of the participating candidate's 
spending limit, the Board must pay to the participating candidate a public subsidy equal to 
the participating candidate's public subsidy base. The additional public subsidy may be 
spent only in the amount that the nonparticipating candidate's contributions exceeded the 
participating candidate's spending limit. 

Subdivision 8 provides that a participating candidate will receive an additional public 
subsidy, and increase in spending limit, to match independent expenditures made to defeat 
the candidate or elect the participating candidate's opponent. Upon receipt of a notice that 
an individual or association intends to make independent expenditures of more than $500, 
the Board must pay to each particip~ting candidate in the affected race a public subsidy equal 
to the candidate's public subsidy base. The additional public subsidy may be spent only in 
the amount of in?ependent expenditures made to defeat the candidate or one-half the amount 
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of independent expenditures made to elect the participating candidate's opponent, subject to 
certain additional limits. 

Subdivision 9 provides a public subsidy in special elections on the same terms as in the 
general election, except that the entire subsidy is paid when the candidate qualifies. The 
candidate may spend the money only 20 percent upon being designated as participating, 20 
percent upon filing for office, and 60 percent upon being certified to appear on the ballot in 
the general election. 

Subdivision 10 authorizes the Board to withhold payment of a public subsidy to a candidate 
who has not filed a required report or who owes money to the Board. 

Section 36 reenacts section 1 OA.324, which requires return of any part of the public subsidy not used 
for campaign expenditures. 

Section 37 reen'1:cts section 1 OA.257, which restricts the amount a candidate may.carryforward from 
one election cycle to the next. 

Section 38 reenacts section 1 OA.28, which ·imposes ·penalties for exceeding contribution or 
expenditure limits, with several amendments. The criminal penalties are removed and the amount 
of the civil penalty that may be imposed is increased from four times to ten times the amount of the 
excess. The Board may bring a court action to.vacate the nomination or election of a candidate who 
has violated contribution or spending limits. If the court finds the candidate has violated the limits, 
the court may judge the candidate to have forfeited the nomination or election, in the case of a 
constitutional officer, or may forward a transcript of the judgment to the Senate or House of 
Representatives for further consideration. 

Section 39 reenacts section 1 OA.242, which requires inactive committees to dissolve. 

Section 40 reenacts section 1 OA.24, which requires committees to settle their debts before they 
dissolve. 

Section 41 reenacts section 1 OA.241, which allows a candidate to transfer unpaid debts from a 
dissolving committee to a continuing one. 

Section 42 requires public television stations that receive a public subsidy from the State to provide 
free time to participating candidates. The free time could be broadcast time for candidates, for 
constitutional officer, and video clip time for legislative candidates. The amount of time would be 
30 minutes each election cycle for candidates for constitutional officer and 60 seconds each election 
cycle for candidates for the Legislature. The broadcast would include only the candidate speaking 
in the candidate's own voice. 

Section 43 applies the same requirements to public radio stations. 
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Section 44 eliminates filing fees for all candidates eligible to participate in the public subsidy 
program. 

Section 45 requires the Secretary of State to publish a voters guide at least 21 days before the state 
primary and general election, mail it to every household in the state, anq publish it on the Secretary 
of State's Web site. The cost of the voter's guide must be paid from the state elections campaign 
fund. 

Sections 46 and 47 update cross-references from chapter 1 OA to chapter 1 OB. 

Section 48 creates a cross-reference in the Fair Campaign Practices Act to the new definition of 
"conduit fund" in chapter 1 OB. 

Section 49 restricts use of the term "participating candidate" in campaign material to a candidate 
who has been so designated by the Board. 

Section 50 enacts a throwback rule for the corporate franchise tax. If tangible personal property is 
shipped from this state to another state and the taxpayer is not taxable in the state of delivery, the sale 
is taxable in this state. 

Sections 51 to 53 update cross-references from chapter 1 OA to chapter 1 OB. 

Section 54 provides for the transition from the old campaign finance law to the new one, starting a 
new election cycle the day the new limits become effective but permitting contributions and 
expenditures that were legal when made to remain legal. 

Section 55 contains the repealers. The sections in chapter 1 OA are all those relating to campaign 
finance. Section 290.06, subdivision 23, is the political contribution refund program. 

Section 56 instructs the Revisor of Statutes to note in Minnesota Statutes the sections of chapter 1 OA 
that the sections in chapter 1 OB were derived from. 

Section 5~ makes the act effective August.I, 2005. 

PSW:ph 

cc: Kelly Wolfe/ 



12/02/04 [REVISOR ] CEL/JC 05-0580 

Senators Hottinger, Scheid, Murphy and Moua introduced- . 

S. F. No. 863 Referred to the Committee on Elections 

1 A bill for an act 

2 relating to elections; providing for fair and clean 
3 elections; increasing disclosure of campaign 
4 contributions to candidates; encouraging candidates to 
5 accept only clean money for their political campaigns; 
6 limiting campaign contributions and expenditures; 
7 increasing public subsidies for state candidates who 
8 agree to limit the sources and amounts of 
9 contributions to their campaigns; providing a 

10 throwback rule for the corporate franchise tax; 
11 appropriating money; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, 
12 sections lOA.01, subdivision l; lOA.02, subdivisions 
13 8, 10, 11, lla, 12, 13; lOA.025, subdivisions 1, 2; 
14 10A.07li subdivision 3; lOA.34; lOA.37; 1290.13, by 
15 adding a subdivision; 1290.14, by adding a 
16 subdivision; 204B.ll, subdivision l; 211A.13; 211B.12; 
17 211B.15, subdivision 16; 290.191, subdivision 5; 
18 340A.404, subdivision 10; 353.03, subdivision l; 
19 383B.042, subdivision·5; proposing coding for new law 
20 in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 204B; 211B; proposing 
21 coding for new law as Minnesota Statutes, chapter lOB; 
22 repealing Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections lOA.01, 
23 subdivisions 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 
24 17, 18, 20, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 2~, 30, 32, 34, 36; 
25 lOA.105; lOA.11;. lOA.12; lOA.13; lOA.14; lOA.15; 
26 lOA.16; lOA.17; lOA.18; lOA.20; lOA.24; lOA.241; 
27 lOA.242; lOA.25; lOA.255; lOA.257; lOA.27; lOA.273; 
28 lOA.275; lOA.28; lOA.29; lOA.30; lOA.31; lOA.315; 
29 lOA.321; lOA.322; lOA.323; lOA.324; 290.06, 
30 subdivision 23. 

31 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

32 Section 1. [FAIR AND CLEAN ELECTIONS ACT.] 

33 This act may be cited as the Fair and Clean Elect~ons Act. 

34 Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.01, 

35 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

36 Subdivision 1. [APPLICATION.] For the purposes of this 

37 chapter and chapter lOB, the terms defined in this section have 

38 the meanings given them unless the context clearly indicates 
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1 otherwise. 

2 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.02, 

3 subdivision 8, is amended to read: 

4 Subd. 8. [DUTIES.] (a) The board must report at the close 

5 of each fiscal year to the legislature, the governor, and the 

6 public concerning the action it has taken, the names, salaries, 

7 and duties of all individuals in its employ, and the money it 

8 has disbursed. The board must include and identify in its 

9 report any other reports it has made during the fiscal year. It 

10 may indicate apparent abuses and offer legislative 

11 recommendations •. 

12 (b) The board must prescribe forms for statements and 

13 reports required to be filed under this chapter or chapter lOB 

14 and make the forms available to individuals required to file 

15 them. 

16 (c) The board·must make available to the individuals 

17 required to file the reports and statements a manual setting 

18 forth the recommended uniform methods of bookkeeping and 

19 reporting. 

20 (d) The board must develop a filing, coding, and 

21 cross-indexing system consistent with the purposes of this 

22 chapter and chapter lOB. 

23 (e) The board must make the reports and statements filed 

24 with it available for public inspection and copying by the end 

25 of the second day following the day on which they were 

26 received. An individual may copy a report or statement by hand 

27 or by duplicating machine and the board must provide duplicating 

28 services at cost for this purpose. 

29 (f) Notwithstanding section 13~.163, the board must 

30 preserve reports and statements for a period of five years from 

31 the date of receipt_. 

32 ·(g) The board must compile and maintain a current list and 

33 summary of all statements or parts of statements pertaining to 

34 each candidate. 

35 (h) The board may prepare and publish reports it considers 

36 appropriate. 
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1 Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.02, 

2 subdivision 10, is amended to read: 

3 Subd. 10. [AUDITS AND INVESTIGATIONS.] The board may make 

4 audits and investigations with respect to statements and reports 

5 that are filed or that should have been filed under this chapter 

6 or chapter lOB. In all matters relating to its official duties, 

7 the board has the power to issue subpoenas and cause them to be 

8 served. If a person does not comply with a subpoena, the board 

9 may' apply to the District Court of Ramsey County for issuance of 

10 an order compelling obedience to the subpoena. A person failing 

11 to obey the order is punishable by the court as for contempt. 

12 Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.02, 

13 subdivision 11, is amended to read: 

14 Subd. 11. [VIOLATIONS; ENFORCEMENT.] (a) The board may 

15 investigate any alleged violation of this chapter or chapter 

16 lOB. The board must investigate any violation that is alleged 

17 in a written complaint filed with the board and must within 30 

18 days after the filing of the complaint make a public finding of 

19 whether there is probable cause to believe a violation has 

20 occurred, except that if the complaint alleges a violation of 

21 section %0A.%5-or-%0A•zT lOB.13 or lOB.17, the board must either 

22 enter a conciliation agreement or make a public find~ng of 

23 whether there is probable cause, within 60 days after the filing 

24 of the complaint. The deadline for action on a written 

25 complaint may be extended by_ majority vote of the board. 

26 (b) Within a reasonable time after beginning an 

27 investigation of an individual or association, the board must 

28 notify the individual or association of the fact of the 

29 investigation. The board must not make a finding of whether 

30 there is probable cause to believe a violation has occurred 

31 without notifying.the individual or association of the nature of 

32 the allegations and affording an opportunity to answer those 

33 allegations. 

34 (c) A hearing or action of the board concerning a complaint 

35 or investigation other than a finding concerni~g probable cause 

36 or a conciliation agreement is confidential. Until the board 

Section 5 3 



12/02/04 [REVISOR '] CEL/JC 05-0580 

1 makes a public finding concerning probable cause or enters a 

2 conciliation agreement: 

3 (1) a member, employee, or agent of the board must not 

4 disclose to an individual information obtained by that member, 

5 employee, or agent concerning a complaint or investigation 

6 except as required to carry out the investigation or take action 

7 in the matter as authorized by this chapter;· and 

8 (2) an individual who discloses information contrary to 

9 this subdivision is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the 

10 board of up to $1,000. 

11 Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.02, 

12 subdivision lla, is amended to read: 

13 Subd. lla. [DATA PRIVACY.] ~If, after making a public 

14 finding concerning probable cause or entering a conciliation 

15 agreement, the board determines that the record of the 

16 investigation contains statements, documents, or other matter 

17 that, if disclosed, would unfairly ·injure the reputation of an 

18 innocent individual, the board may: 

19 (1) retain the statement, document, or other matter as a 

20 private record, as defined in section 13.02, subdivision 12, for 

21 a period of one year, after which it must be destroyed; or 

22 (2) return the statement, document, or other matter to the 

23 individual who supplied it to the board. 

24 (b) When publishing reports or statements on its Web site, 

25 the board must not publish the home street address or telephone 

26 number of an individual. 

27 Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2004, ·section lOA.02, 

28 subdivision 12, is amended to read: 

29 Subd. 12. [ADVISORY OPINIONS.] (a) The board may issue and 

30 publish advisory .opinions on the requirements of this chapter or 

31 chapter lOB based upon real or hypothetical situations. An 

32 application for an advisory opinion may be made only by an 

33 individual or association who wishes to use the opinion to guide 

34 the individual's or the association's own conduct. The board 

35 must issue written opinions on all such questions submitted to 

36 it within 30 days after receipt of written application, unless a 
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1 majority of the board agrees to extend the time limit • 

. 2 (b) A written advisory opinion issued by the board is 

3 binding on the board in a subsequent board proceeding concerning 

4 the person making or covered by the request and is a defense in 

5 a judicial proceeding that involves the subject matter of the 

6 opinion and is brought against the person making or covered by 

7 the request unless: 

8 (1) the board has amended or revoked the opinion before the 

9 initiation of the ·board or judicial proceeding, has notified the 

10 person making or covered by the request of its action, and has 

11 allowed at least 30 days for the person to do anything that 

12 might be necessary to comply with the amended or revoked 

13 opinion; 

14 (2) the request has omitted or misstated material facts; or 

15 (3) the person making or covered by the request has not 

16 acted in good faith in reliance on the opinion. 

17 (c) A request for an opinion and the opinion itself are 

18 nonpublic data. The board, however, may publish an opinion or a 

19 summary of an opinion, but may not include in the publication 

20 the name of the requester, the name of a person covered by a 

.21 request from an agency or political subdivision, or any other 

22 information that might identify the requester, unless the person 

23 consents to the inclusion. 

24 Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.02, 

25 subdivision 13, is amended to read: 

26 Subd. 13. [RULES.] Chapter 14 applies to the board. The 

27 board may adopt rules to carry out. the purposes of this 

28 chapter or chapter lOB. 

29 Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.025~ 

30 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

3l Subdivision 1. [FILING DATE.] If a scheduled filing date 

32 under this chapter or chapter lOB falls on a Saturday, Sunday, 

33 or legal holiday, the filing date is the next regular business 

34. day. 

35 Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.025, 

36 subdivision 2, is amended to read: 
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1 Subd. 2. [PENALTY FOR FALSE STATEMENTS.] ~A report or 

2 statement required to be filed under this chapter must be signed 

3 and certified as true by the individual required to file the 

4 report. The signature may be an electronic signature consisting 

5 of a password assigned by the board. An iridividual who sigrts 

6 and certifies to be true a report or statement knowing it 

7 contains false information or who knowingly omits required 

8 information is guilty of a gross misdemeanor and subject to a 

9 civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $3,000. 

10 (b) If a report of campaign contributions or expenditures 

11 under section lOB.12 is in error, or if a person knowingly fails 

12 to file a report of excess contributions under section lOB.12, 

13 subdivision 7, or a notice of independent expenditures under 

14 section lOB.12, subdivision 10, the board may impose a civil 

15 penalty of up to ten times the amount of the error, or up to ten 

16 times the amount that should have been reported, respectively. 

17 (c) The board may order a candidate to return to the board 

18 any public subsidy the candidate has received. The board must 

19 deposit the amount returned in the state treasury and credit it 

20 to the general fund. 

21 (d) After making a public finding that it has probable 

22 cause to believe a candidate has violated this subdivision, the 

23 board must bring an action, or transmit the finding to a county 

24 .attorney who must bring an action, in the district court of 

25 Ramsey county or, in the case·of a legislative candidate, the 

26 district court of a county within the legislative district, to 

27 collect a civil penalty imposed by the board, to demand the 

28 return of any public subsidy paid to the candidate, or to have 

29 the nomination or office declared forfeited. If a candidate is 

30 judged to have violated this subdivision, the court, after 

31 entering the judgment, may enter a supplemental judgment 

32 declaring that. the candidate has forfeited the nomination or 

33 office, except as provided in paragraph (e). If the court 

34 enters the supplemental judgment, it must transmit to the filing 

35 officer a transcript of the supplemental judgment, the 

36 nomination or office becomes vacant, and the vacancy must be 
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1 filled as provided by law. 

2 (e) If the candidate has been elected to the legislature, 

3 the court, after entering the judgment that the candidate has 

4 violated this subdivision, must transmit a transcript of the 

5 judgment to the secretary of the senate or the chief clerk of 

6 the house of representatives, as appropriate, for further 

7 consideration by the house to which the candidate was elected. 

8 · Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.071, 

9 subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

10 Subd. 3. [EXCEPTIONS.] (a) The prohibitions in this 

11 section do not apply if the gift is: 

12 (1) a contribution as defined in section i6A.6i7 

13 sttbd±v±s±oft-ii lOB.01, subdivision 10; 

14 (2) services to assist an official in the performance of 

15 official duties, including but not limited to providing advice, 

16 consultation, information, and communication in connection with 

17 legislation, and services to c9nstituents; 

18 (3) services of insignificant monetary value; 

19 (4) a piaque ·or similar memento recognizing individual 

20 services in a field of specialty or to a charitable cause; 

21 (5) a trinket or memento of insignificant value; 

22 (6) informational material of unexceptional value~ or 

23 (7) food or a beverage given at a reception, meal, or 

24 meeting away from the recipient's place of work by an 

25 organization before whom the recipient appears to make a speech 

26 or answer questions as part of a program. 

27 (b) The prohibitions in this section do not apply if the 

28 gift is given: 

29 (1) because of the recipient's membership in. a group, a 

30 .majority of whose members are not officials, and an equivalent 

31 gift is given to the other members of the group; or 

32 (2) by a lobbyist or principal who is a member of the 

33 family of the recipient, unless the. gift is given on behalf of 

34 someone who is not a member of that family. 

35 Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.34, is 

36 amended to read: 
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1 lOA.34 [REMEDIES.] 

2 Subdivision 1. [PERSONAL LIABILITY.] A person charged with 

3 a duty under this chapter or chapter lOB is personally liable 

4 for the penalty for failing to discharge it. 

5 Subd. la. [RECOVERING FEES AND PENALTIES.] The board may 

6 bring an action in the district court in Ramsey County to 

7 recover a fee, late filing fee, or penalty -imposed· under this 

8 chapter or chapter lOB. Money recovered must be deposited in 

9 the general fund of the state. 

10 Subd. 2. [INJUNCTION.] The board or a county attorney may 

11 seek an injunction in the district court to enforce this chapter 

12 or chapter lOB. 

13 Subd. 3. [NOT A CRIME.] Unless otherwise provided, a 

14 violation of this chapter or chapter lOB is not a crime. 

15 Subd. 4. [CIVIL PENALTIES.] Unless otherwise provided, a 

16 civil penalty imposed by the board under this chapter or chapter 

17 lOB may not exceed $1,000. The penalty may be collected by the 

18 board in a ·civil action brought in the district court in Ramsey 

19 county or .in the county where the defendant r~sides. 

20 Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.37, is 

21 amended to read: 

22 lOA.37 [FREEDOM TO ASSOCIATE AND COMMUNICATE.] 

23 Nothing in this chapter or chapter lOB may be construed to 

24 abridge the right of an association to communicate with its 

25 members. 

26 Sec. 14. [lOB.01] [DEFINITIONS.] 

27 Subdivision 1. [APPLICATION.] The definitions in this 

28 section apply to this chapter and chapter lOA. 

29 Subd. 2 .. [ADVANCE OF CREDIT.] "Advance of credit" means 

30 any money owed for goods provided or services rendered. 

31 "Advance of credit" does not mean a loan as defined in 

32 subdivision 17. 

33 Subd. 3. [APPROVED EXPENDITURE.] "Approved expenditure" 

34 means an expenditure made on behalf of a candidate by an entity 

35 other than the principal campaign committee of the candidate if 

36 the expenditure is made with the authorization or expressed or 

Section 14 8 



12/02/04 [REVISOR ]· CEL/JC 05-0580 

1 implied consent of, or in cooperation or in concert with, or at 

2 the request or suggestion of the candidate, the candidate's 

3 principal campaign committee, or the candidate's agent. An 

4 approved'expenditure is a contribution to that candidate. 

5 Subd. 4. [ASSOCIATION.] "Association" means a group of two 

6 or more persons, who are not all members of an immediate family, 

7 acting in concert. 

8 Subd. 5. [BALLOT QUESTION.] "Ballot question" means a 

9 question or proposition that is placed on the ballot and that 

10 may be voted on by all voters of the state. "Promoting or 

11 defeating a ballot question" includes activities related to 

12 qualifying the question for placement on the ballot. 

13 Subd. 6. [BOARD.] "Board" means the state campaign finance 

14 and public disclosure board. 

15 Subd. 7. [CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE OR EXPENDITURE.]~ 

16 "Campaign expenditure" or "expenditure" means a purchase or 

17 .payment of money or anything of value, or an advance of credit, 

18 made or incurred for the purpose of influencing the nomination 

19 or election of a candidate or for the purpose of promoting or 

20 defeating a ballot question. 

21 (b) "Expenditure" includes a cost incurred to design, 

22 produce, or disseminate a communication if the communication 

23 contains words such as "vote for," "reelect," "(name of 

24 candidate) for (office)," "vote against," "defeat," or another 

25 phrase or campaign slogan that in context can have no reasonable 

26 meaning other than to advocate support for or opposition to the 

27 nomination or election ·of one or more clearly identified· 

28 candidates. 

29 (c) "Expenditure" is presumed to include a cost incurred to 

30 design, produce, or disseminate a communication if the 

31 communication names or depicts one or more clearly identified 

32 candidates; is disseminated during the 45 days before a primary 

33 election, during the 60 days before a general election, or 

34 during a special election cycle until election day; and the cost 

35 exceeds the following amounts for a communication naming or 

36 depicting a candidate for the following offices: 
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1 (1) $500 for a candidate· for governor, lieutenant governor, 

2 attorney general, secretary of state, or state auditor; or 

3 (2) $100 for a candidate for state senator or 

4 representative. 

5 An individual or association presumed under this paragraph 

6 to have made an expenditure may rebut the presumption by an 

7· affidavit signed by the spender and filed with the board stating 

8 that the cost was not incurred with intent to influence the 

9 nomination, election, or defeat of any candidate, supported by 

10 any additional evidence the spender chooses to submit. The 

11 board may consider any additional evidence it deems relevant and 

12 materiai and must determine by a preponderance of the evidence 

13 whether the cost was incurred with intent to influence the 

14 nomination, election, or defeat of a candidate. 

15 (d) An expenditure is considered to be made in the year in 

16 which the candidate made the purchase of goods or services or 

17 incurred an obligation to pay for goods or services. 

18 (e) An expenditure made for the purpose of defeating a 

19 candidate is considered made for the purpose of influencing the 

20 nomination or election of that candidate or any opponent of that 

21 candidate. 

22 (f) Except as provided in clause (l),_"expenditure" 

23 includes the dollar value of a donation in kind. 

24 "Expenditure" does not include: 

25· (1) noncampaign disbursements as defined in subdivision 20; 

26 (2) services provided without compensation by an individual 

27 volunteering personal time on behalf of a candidate, ballot 

28 ·question, political committee, political fund, principal 

29 campaign committee, or party unit; 

30 (3) the publishing or broadcasting of news items or 

31 editorial comments by the news media, if the news medium is not 

32 owned by or affiliated with any candidate or principal campaign 

33 committee; or 

34 (4) a cost incurred for a communication by a membership 

35 organization, including a labor organization, to its members, or 

36 a cost incurred for a communication by a corporation to its 
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4 

organization" means an organization of any kind, or any agency 

or employee representative committee or plan, in which employees 

5 participate and which exists for the purpose, in whole or in 

6 part, of dealing with employers concerning grievances, labor 

7 disputes, ·wages, rates of pay, hours of employment, or 

8 conditions of work. A local, national, or international union, 

9 or a local or state central body of a federation of unions, is 

10 each considered a separate labor organization for purposes of 

11 paragraph (f), clause (4). 

12 (h) For purposes of paragraph (f), clause (4), "executive 

13 or administrative personnel" means individuals employed by a 

14 corporation who are paid on a salary rather than an hourly basis 

15 and who have policymaking, managerial, professional, or 

16 supervisory responsibilities. 

17 This definition includes individuals who run the 

18 corporation's business, such as officers, other executives, and 

19 plant, division, and section managers; and individuals following 

20 the recognized professions, such as lawyers and engineers. 

21 This definition does not include: 

22 (1) professionals who are represented by a labor 

23 organization; 

24 (2). salaried foremen and other salaried lower-level 

25. supervisors having direct supervision over hourly employees; 

26 (3) former or retired personnel; or 

27 (4) individuals who may be paid by the corporation, such as 

28 consultants, but who are not employees of the corporation for 

29 the purpose of the collection of, and liability for, employee 

30 taxes. 

31 Individuals on commission may be considered executive or 

32 administrative personnel if they have policymaking, managerial, 

33 professional, or supervisory responsibility and if the 

34 individuals are employees of the corporation for the purpose of 

35 the collection of, and liability for, employee taxes. 

36 The Fair Labor Standards Act, United States Code, title 29, 
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1 chapter 8, and the regulations issued under the act may serve as 

2 a guideline in determining whether individuals have 

3 policymaking, managerial, professional, or supervisory 

4 responsibilities. 

5 (i) For purposes of paragraph (f), clause (4), "membership 

6 organization" means an unincorporated association, trade 

7 association, cooperative, corporation without capital stock, or 

8 a local, national, or international labor organization that: 

9 (1) is composed of members, some or all of whom are vested 

10 with the power and authority to operate or administer the 

11 organization, under the organization's articles, bylaws, 

12 constitution, or other formal organizational documents; 

13 (2) expressly states the qualifications and requirements 

14 for membership in its articles, bylaws, constitution, or other 

15 formal organizational documents; 

16 (3) makes its articles, bylaws, constitution, or other 

17 formal organizational documents available to its members; 

18 (4) expressly solicits persons to become members; 

19 (5) expressly.acknowledges the acceptance of membership, 

20 such as by sending a membership card or including the member's 

21 name on a membership newsletter list; and 

22 (6) is not organized primarily for the purpose of 

23 influencing the nomination for ·election, or election, of any 

24 individual for elected office. 

25 (j). For purposes of paragraph (f), clause (4), the term 

26 "members" includes all persoris who are currently satisfying.the 

27 requirements for membership in a membership organization, 

28 affirmatively accept the membership organization's invitation to 

29 become a member, and either: 

30 (1) have some significant financial attachment to the 

31 membership organization, such as a significant investment or 

32 ownership stake; 

33 (2) pay membership dues at least annually of a specific 

34 amount predetermined by the organization; or 

35 (3) have a significant organizational attachment to the 

36 membership organization-that includes affirmation of membership 
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1 on at least an annual basis and direct participatory rights in 

2 the governance of the organization. For example, the rights 

3 could include the right to vote directly or indirectly for at 

4 least one individual on the membership organization's highest 

5 governing board; the right to vote on policy questions where the 

6 highe~t governing body of the membership organization is 

7 obligated to abide by the results; the right to approve the 

8 organization's annual budget; or the right to participate 

9 directly in similar aspects of the organization's governance. 

10 The board may determine, on a case-by-case basis, that 

11 persons who do not precisely meet the definition of member but 

12 have a relatively enduring and independently significant 

13 financial or organizational attachment to the organization may 

14 be considered members. For example, student members who pay a 

15 lower amount of dues while in school, long-term dues-paying 

16 members who qualify for lifetime membership status with little 

17 or no dues obligation, and retired members may be considered 

18 members of the organization. 

19 Members of a local union are considered to be members of 

20 any national or international union of which the local union is 

21 a part and of any federation with which the local, national, or 

22 international union is affiliated. 

23 In the case of a membership organization that has a 

24 national federation structure or has several levels, including, 

25 for example, national, state, regional, or local affiliates, a 

26 person who qualifies as a member of any entity within the 

27 federation or of any affiliate also qualifies as a member of all 

28 affiliates. 

29 {k) The status of a membership organization, and of 

30 members, for purposes of paragraph (f), clause (4), must be 

31 determined under paragraphs {i) and {j) and no~ by provisions of 

32 stat~ law governing unincorporated associations, trade 

33 associations, cooperatives, corporations without capital stock, 

34 or labor organizations. 

35 Subd. 8. [CANDIDATE.] "Candidate" means an individual who 

36 seeks nomination or election as a state ·constitutional officer, 
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1 legislator, or judge. An individual is deemed to seek 

2 nomination or election if the individual has taken the action 

3 necessary under the law of this state to qualify for nomination 

4 or election, has received contributions or made expenditures in 

5 excess of $100, or has given implicit or explicit consent for 

6 any othei person to receive contributions or make expenditures 

7 in excess of $100, for the purpose of bringing about the 

8 individual's nomination or election. A candidate remains a 

9 candidate until the candidate's principal campaign committee is 

10 dissolved under section lOB.27. 

11 Subd. 9 .. [CONDUIT FUND.] "Conduit fund" means money, a 

12 negotiable instrument, or a donation in kind collected by an 

13 association from its employees and contributed to a candidate or 

14 political committee only as directed by the employee from whom 

15 the money was collected. 

16 Subd. 10. [CONTRIBUTION.] (a) "Contribution" means money, 

17 a negotiable instrument, or a donation in kind that is given to 

18 a political committee, political fund, conduit fund, principal 

19 campaign committee, or party uriit. 

20 (b) "Contribution" includes a loan or advance of credit to 

21 a political committee, political fund, principal campaign 

22 committee, or party unit, if the loan or advance of credit is: 

23 (1) forgiven; or (2) repaid by an individual or an association 

24 other than the political committee, political·fund, principal 

25 campaign committee, or party unit to which the loan or advance 

26 of credit was made. If an advance of credit or a loan is 

27 forgiven or repaid as provided in this paragraph, it is a 

28 contribution in the year in which the loan or advance of credit 

29 was made. 

30 (c) "Contribution" does not include services provided 

31 without compensation by an individual volunteering personal time 

32 on behalf of a candidate, ballot question, political committee, 

33 political fund, principal campaign committee, or party unit, or 

34 the publishing or broadcasting of news items or editorial 

35 comments by t.he news media.· 

36 · Subd. 11. [DEPOSITORY.] "Depository" means a bank, savings 

Section 14 14 



12/02/04 [REVISOR ] CEL/JC 05-0580 

1 association, or credit union organized under federal or state 

2 .law and transacting business within this state. 

3 Subd. 12. [DONATION IN KIND.] "Donation in kind"- means 

4 anything of value that is given, other than money or negotiable 

5 instruments. An approved expenditure is a donation in kind. 

6 Subd. 13. [ELECTION.] "Election" means a primary, special 

7 primary, general, or special election. 

8 Subd. 14. [ELECTION CYCLE.] "Election cycle" means the 

9 period from January 1 following a general election for an office 

10 to December 31 following the next general election for that 

11 office, except that "election cycle" for a special election 

12 means the period from the date the special election writ is 

13 issued to 60 days after the special election is held. 

14 Subd. 15. [FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.] "Financial institution" 

15 means a lending instituti6n chartered by an agency of the 

16 federal government or regulated by the commissioner of commerce. 

17 . Subd. 16. [INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE.] (a) "Independent 

18 expenditure" means an expenditure that is made without the 

19 express or implied consent, authorization, or cooperation of, 

20 and not in concert with or at the request or suggestion of, any 

21 candidate or any candidate's principal campaign committee or 

22 agent. An independent expenditure is not a contribution to a 

23 candidate. 

24 (b) An expenditure is presumed to be not independent if, 

25 for example: 

26 (1) in the same election cycle in which the expenditure 

27 occurs, the spender or the spender's agent retains the 

28 professional services of an individual or entity that, in a 

29 nonministerial capacity, provides or has provided 

30 campaign-related service, including polling or other campaign 

31 research, media consulting or production, direct mail, or 

32 fund-raising, to a candidate supported by the spender for 

33 nomination or election to the same off ice as any candidate whose 

34 nomination or election the expenditure'is intended to influence 

35 or to a political party working in coordination with the 

36 supported candidate; 
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1 (2) the expenditure pays for a communication that 

2 disseminates, in whole or in substantial part, a broadcast or 

3 written, graphic, or other .form of campaign material designed, 

4 produced, or distributed by the candidate or the candidate's 

5 principal campaign committee or their agents; 

6 (3) the expenditure is based on information about the 

7 candidate's electoral campaign plans, projects, or needs that is 

8 provided by the candidate or the candidate's principal campaign 

9 committee or their agents directly or indirectly to the spender 

10 or the spender's agent, with an express or tacit understanding 

11 that the spender is considering making the expenditure; 

12 (4) before the election, the spender or the spender's agent 

13 informs a candidate or the principal campaign committee or agent 

14 of a candidate for the same off ice as a candidate clearly 

15 identified in a coi:nmunication paid for by the expenditure about . 

16 the communication's contents; timing, location, mode, or 

17 frequency of dissemination; or intended audience; or 

18 (5) in the same election cycle in which the expenditure 

19 occurs, the spend~r or the spender's agent is serving or has 

20 served in an executive, policymaking, fund-raising, or advisory 

21 position with the candidatevs campaign or has participated in 

22 strategic or policymaking discussions with the candidate's 

23 campaign relating to the candidate's pursuit of nomination or 

24 election to off ice and the candidate is pursuing the same office 

25 as a candidate whose nomination or election the expenditure is 

26 intended to influence. 

27 An individual or association presu~ed under this paragraph 

28 to have made an expenditure that was not independent may rebut 

29 the presumption by an affidavit signed by the spender and filed 

30 with the board stating that the expenditure was made without the 

31 express or implied consent, authorization, or cooperation of, 

32 and not in concert with or at the request or suggestion of, any 

33 candidate or any candidate's principal campaign committee or 

34 agent, supported by any additional evidence the spender chooses 

35 to submit. The board may consider any additional evidence it 

36 deems relevant and material and must determine by a 
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1 preponderance of the evidence whether the expenditure was 

2 independent. 

3 (c) An expenditure by anyone other than a principal 

4 campaign committee that does not qualify as an.independent 

5 expenditure under this subdivision is deemed to be an approved 

6 expenditure under subdivision 3. 

7 Subd. 17. [LOAN.] "Loan" means an advance of money or 

·0 anything of value made to a political committee, political fund, 

9 principal campaign committee, or party unit. 

10 Subd. 18. [MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY.] "Major political party" 

11 means a major political party as defined in section 200.02, 

12 subdivision 7. 

13 Subd. 19. [MINOR POLITICAL PARTY.] "Minor political party" 

14 means a minor political party as defined in section 200.02, 

15 subdivision 23. 

16 Subd. 20. [NONCAMPAIGN DISBURSEMENT.] "Noncampaign 

17 disbursement" means a purchase or payment of money or anything 

18 of value made, or an advance of credit incurred, or a donation 

19 in kind received, by a principal campaign committee for any of 

20 the following purposes: 

21 (1) payment for accounting and legal services; 

22 (2) return of a contribution to the source; 

23 (3) repayment of a loan made to the principal campaign 

24 committee by that committee; 

25 (4) return of a public subsidy; 

26 (5) payment for· food, beverages, entertainment, and 

27 facility rental for a fund-raising event; 

28 (6) services for a constituent by a member of the 

29 legislature or a constitutional officer in the executive branch, 

30 performed from the beginning of the term of off ice to 

31 adjournment sine die of the legislature ·in the election year for 

32 the office held, and one-half the cost of services for a 

33 constituent by a member of the legislature or a constitutional 

34 officer in the executive branch performed from adjournment sine 

35 die to 60 days after adjournment sine die; 

36 (7) payment for food and beverages provided to campaign 

Section 14 17 



12/02/04 [REVISOR ] CEL/JC 05-0580 

1 volunteers while they are engaged in campaign activities; 

2 (8) payment of expenses incurred by elected or appointed 

3 leaders of a legislative caucus in carrying out their leadership 

4 responsibilities; 

5 (9) payment by a principal campaign committee of the 

6 candidate's expenses for serving in public office, other than 

7 for personal uses; 

8 (10) costs of child care for the candidate's children when 

9 campaigning; 

10 (11) fees paid to attend a campaign school; 

11 (12) costs of a postelection party during the election year 

12 when a candidate's name will no longer appear on a ballot or the 

13 general election is concluded, whichever occurs first; 

14 (13) interest on loans paid by a principal campaign 

15 committee on outstanding loans; 

16 (14) filing fees; 

17 (15) notes or advertisements in the news media expressing 

18 gratitude after the general election; 

19. (16) the cost of campaign material purchased to replace 

20 defective campaign material, if the defective material is 

21 destroyed without being used; 

22 (17) contributibns to a party unit; and 

23 (18) other purchases or payments specified in board rules 

24 or advisory opinions as being for any purpose other .than to 

25 influence the nomination or election of a candidate or to 

26 promote or defeat a ballot question. 

27 The board must determine whether an activity involves a 

28 noncampaign disbursement within the meaning of this subdivision. 

29 A noncampaign disbursement is considered to be made in the 

30 year in which the candidate made the purchase of goods or 

31 services or incurred an obligation to pay for goods or services. 

32 Subd. 21. [POLITICAL ·COMMITTEE.J "Political committee" 

33 means an association a major purpose of which is to influence 

34 the nomination or election of a candidate or to promote or 

35 defeat a ballot question, other than a principal campaign 

36 committee or a political party unit. 
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1 Subd. 22. [POLITICAL FUND.] "Political fund" means an 

2 accumulation of dues or voluntary contributions by an 

3 association other than a political committee, principal campaign 

4 committee, or party unit, if the accumulation is collected or 

5 expended to influence the nomination or election of a candidate 

6 or to promote or defeat a ballot question. 

7 Subd. 23. [POLITICAL PARTY.] "Political party" means a 

8 major political party or a minor political party. A political 

9 party is the aggregate of all its political party.units in this 

10 state. 

11 Subd. 24. [POLITICAL PARTY UNIT OR PARTY UNIT.] "Political 

12 party unit" or "party ·unit" means the state committee or the 

13 party organization within a house of the legislature, 

14 congressional district, county, legislative district, 

15 ·municipality, or precinct. 

16 Subd. 25. [POPULATION.] "Population" means the population 

17 established by the most recent.federal census, by a special 

18 census taken by the United States Bureau of the Census, by an 

19 estimate made by the Metropolitan Council, or by an estimate 

20 made by the state demographer under section 4A.02, whichever has 

21 the latest stated date of count or estimate. 

22 Subd. 26. [PRINCIPAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE.] "Principal 

23 campaign committee" means a principal campaign committee formed 

24 under section lOB.02. 

25 Subd. 27. [STATE COMMITTEE.] "State committee" means the 

26 organization that, by virtue of the bylaws of a political party, 

27 is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the political 

28 party at the state level. 

29 Sec. 15. [lOB.02] [PRINCIPAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE.] 

30 Subdivision 1. [SINGLE COMMITTEE.] A candidate must not 

31 accept contributions from a source, other than self, in 

32 aggregate in excess of $100 or accept a public subsidy unless 

33 the candidate designates and causes to be formed a single 

34 principal campaign committee for each office sought. A 

35 candidate may not authorize, designate, or cause to be formed 

36 any other political committee bearing the candidate's name or 
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1 title or otherwise operating under the direct or indirect 

2 control of the candidate. However, a candidate may be involved 

3 . in the direct or indirect control of a party unit. 

4 Subd. 2. [REPLACEMENT OF OFFICERS.] A candidate may at any 

5 time without cause remove and replace the chair, treasurer, 

6 deputy treasurer, or any other officer of the candidate's 

7 principal campaign committee. 

8 Sec. 16. [lOB.03] [ORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEES AND PARTY 

9 UNITS.] 

10 Subdivision 1. [CHAIR AND TREASURER.] A political 

11 committee, principal campaign committee, or party· unit must have 

12 a chair and a treasurer. The chair and treasurer may be the 

13 same individual. 

14 Subd. 2. [TREASURER VACANCY.] A political committee, 

15 principal campaign committee, or party unit may not accept a 

16 contribution or make an expenditure or permit an expenditure to 

17 be made· on its behalf while the office of treasurer is vacant. 

18 Subd. 3. [DEPUTY TREASURERS.] The treasurer of a political 

19 committee, principal campaign committee, or party unit may 

20 appoint as many deputy treasurers as necessary and is 

21 responsible for their accounts. 

22 Subd. 4. [DEPOSITORIES.] The treasurer of a political 

23 committee, principal campaign committee, or party unit may 

24 designate one or two depositories in each county in which a 

25 campaign is conducted. 

26 Subd. 5. [COMMINGLING PROHIBITED.] A political committee, 

27 principal campaign committee, or party unit may not commingle 

28 its funds with personal funds of officers, members, or 

29 associates of the committee. 

30 Subd. 6. [PENALTY.] A.person who knowingly violates this 

31 section is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up 

32 to $3,000. 

33 Sec. 17. [lOB.04] [POLITICAL FUNDS.] 

34 Subdivision 1. [WHEN REQUIRED.] An association other than 

35 a political committee or party unit may not contribute more than 

36 $100 in aggregate in any one year to candidates, political 
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1 committees, or party units or make any approved or independent 

2 expenditure or expenditure to promote or defeat a ballot 

3 question unless the contribution or expenditure is made from a 

4 political fund. 

5 Subd. 2. [COMMINGLING PROHIBITED.] The contents of a 

6 political fund may not be commingled with other funds or with 

7 the personal funds of an officer or member of the fund. 

8 Subd. 3. [TREASURER.] An association that has a political 

9 fund must elect or appoint a treasurer of the political fund. 

10 Subd. 4. [TREASURER VACANCY.] A political fund may not 

11 accept a contribution or make an expenditure or contribution 

12 from the political fund while the office ·of treasurer of the 

13 political fund is vacant. 

14 Subd. 5. [DUES OR MEMBERSHIP FEES.] An association may, if 

15 not prohibited by other law, deposit in its political fund money 

16 derived from dues or membership fees. Under section lOB.12, the 

17 treasurer of the fund must disclose the name of any member whose 

18 dues, membership fees, and contributions deposited in the 

19 political fund together exceed $100 in a year. 

20 Subd. 6. [PENALTY.] A person who knowingly violates this 

21 section is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up 

22 to $3,.000. 

23 Sec. 18. [lOB.05] [CONDUIT FUNDS.] 

24 Subdivision 1. [COMMINGLING PROHIBITED.] The contents of a 

25 conduit fund may not be commingled with other funds or with the 

26 personal funds of an officer or member of the fund. 

27 Subd. 2. [TREASURER.] An association that has a conduit 

28 fund must elect or appoint a treasurer of the fund. 

29 Subd. 3. [TREASURER VACANCY.] A conduit fund may not 

30 accept a contribution or make an expenditure or contribution 

31 from the fund while the off ice of treasurer of the fund is 

32 vacant. 

33 Subd. 4. [PENALTY.].A person who knowingly violates this 

34 section is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up 

35 to· $3,.000. 

36 Sec. 19. [lOB.06] [ACCOUNTS THAT MUST BE KEPT.] 
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1 Subdivision 1. [ACCOUNTS; PENALTY.] The treasurer of a 

2 political committee, political fund, conduit fund, principal 

3 campaign committee, or party unit must keep an account of: 

4 (1) the sum of all contributions, except any donation in 

5 kind valued at $20 or less, made to the committee, fund, or 

6 party unit; 

7 (2) the name and address of each source of a contribution 

8 made to the committee, fund, or party unit in excess of $20, 

9 together with the date and amount of each; 

10 (3) each expenditure made by the committee, fund, or party 

11 unit, together with the date and ambunt; 

12 (4) each approved expenditure made on behalf of the 

13 committee, fund, or party unit, together with the date and 

14 amount; and 

15 (5) the name and address of each political committee, 

16 political fund, principal campaign committee, or party unit to 

17 which contributions in excess qf $20 have been made, together 

18 with the date and amount. 

19 A person who knowingly violates this subdivision is subject 

20 to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $3,000. 

21 Subd. 2. · [RECEIPTS.] The treasurer must obtain a receipted 

22 bill, stating the particulars, for every expenditure over $100 

23 maqe by, or approved expenditure over $100 made on behalf of, 

24 the committee, fund, or party unit, and for any expenditure or 

25 approved expenditure in a lesser amount if the aggregate amount 

26 of lesser expenditures and approved expenditures made to the 

27 same individual or association during the same year exceeds $100. 

28 Sec. 20. [lOB.07] [REGISTRATION.] 

29 Subdivision i. [FIRST REGISTRATION.] The treasurer of a 

30 political committee, political fund, conduit fund, principal 

31 campaign committee, or party unit must register with the board 

32 by filing a statement of organization no later than 14 days 

33 after the committee, fund, or party unit has received 

34 contributions or made contributions or expenditures in excess of 

35 $100. 

36 Subd. 2. [FORM.] The statement of organization must 
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1 include: 

2 (1) the name and address of the committee, fund, .or party 

3 unit; 

4 (2) the name and address of the chair of a political 

5 committee, principal campaign committee, or party unit; 

6 (3) the name and ~ddress of any supporting association of a 

7 political fund or conduit fund; 

8 (4) the name and address of the treasurer and any deputy 

9 treasurers and, tor a principal campaign committee, any other 

10 individual autho~ized to accept contributions on behalf of the 

11 principal campaign committee; 

12 (5) a listing of all depositories or safe deposit boxes 

13 used; and 

14 (6) for the state committee of a political party only, a 

15 list of its party units. 

16 Subd. 3. [FAILURE TO FILE; PENALTY.] The board must send a 

17 notice by certified mail to any individual who fails to file a 

18 statement required by this section. If the individual fails to 

19 file a statement within ten business days after the notice was 

20 sent, the board may impose a late filing fee of $5 per day, not 

21 to exceed $100, commencing with the 11th day after the notice 

22 was sent. 

23 The board must send an additional notice by certified mail 

24 to any individual who fails to file a statement within 14 days 

25 after the first notice was sent by the board that the individual 

26 may be subject to a civil penalty for failure to file the 

27 report. An individual who fails to file the statement within 

28 seven days after the second notice was sent by the board is 

29 subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $3,000. 

30 Sec. 21. [lOB.08] [CONTRIBUTIONS.] 

31 Subdivision 1. [ANONYMOUS CONTRIBUTIONS.] A political 

32 committee, political fund, conduit fund, principal campaign 

33 committee, or party unit may not retain an anonymous 

34 contribution in excess of $20, but must forward it to the board 

35 for deposit in the general fund. 
. 

36 Subd. 2 •. [SOURCE; AMOUNT; DATE.] An individual who 
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1 receives a contribution in excess of $20 for a political 

2 committee, political fund, conduit fund, principal campaign 

3 committee, or party unit must, on demand of the treasurer, 

4 inform the treasurer of the name and, if known, the address of 

5 the source of the contribution, the amount of the contribution, 

6 and the date it was received. 

7 Subd. 3. [DEPOSIT.] All contributions received by or on 

8 behalf of a candidate, principal campaign committee, political 

9 committee, political fund, conduit fund, or party unit must be 

10 deposited in an account designated "Campaign Fund of ••••••• 

11 (name of candidate, committee, fund, or party unit)." All 

12 contributions must be deposited promptly up~n receipt and, 

13 except for contributions received during the last three days of 

14 a reporting period as described in section lOB.12, must be 

15 deposited during the reporting period in which they were 

16 received. A contribution received during the last three days of 

17 a reporting period must be deposited within 72 hours after 

18 receipt and must be reported as received during the reporting 

19 period whether or not it was deposited within that period. A 

20 candidate, principal campaign committee, political committee, 

21 political fund, conduit fund, or party unit may refuse to accept 

22 a contribution. A deposited contribution may be returned to the 

23 contributor within 60 days after deposit. A contribution 

24 deposited and not returned within 60 days after that deposit 

25 mus·t be reported as accepted .. 

26 Subd. 4. ·[EXCESS.] A treasurer of a principal campaign 

27 committee of a candidate may not deposit a contribution that on 

28 its face exceeds the limit on contributions to the candidate 

29 prescribed by section lOB.13 unless, at the time of deposit, the 

30 treasurer issues a check to the source for the amount of the 

31 excess. 

32 Subd. 5. [ATTRIBUTABLE CONTRIBUTIONS .. ] Contributions made 

33 to a candidate or principal campaign committee that are directed 

34 to the candidate or 'principal campaign committee by a political 

35 fund, committee, or party unit must be reported as.attributable 

36 to the political fund, committee, or party unit and count toward 
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1 the contribution limits of that fund, committee, or political 

2 party specified in section lOB.13, if the fund, committee, or 

3 party was ·organized or is operated primarily to direct 

4 contributions other than from its own money to one or more 

5 candidates or principal campaign committees. The treasurer of 

6 the political fund, committee, or party unit must advise the 

7 .candidate or the candidate's principal campaign commit tee if the 

8 contribution or contributions are not from the money of the 

9 fund, committee, or· party unit and the original source of the 

10 money. As used in this subdivisiori, "direct" includes, but is 

11 not limited to, order, command, control, or instruct. A 

12 violation of this subdivision is a violation of ·section lOB.15. 

13 Subd. 6. [RELATED COMMITTEES.] An individual, association, 

14 political committee, political fund, or party unit may 

15 establish, finance, maintain, or control a political committee, 

16 political fund,. or party unit. One who does this is a 

17 "parent." The political committee, fund, or party unit so 

18 established, financed, maintained, or controlled is a 

19 "subsidiary." If the parent is an association, the association 

20 must create a political committee or political fund to serve as 

21 the parent for reporting purposes. A subsidiary must report· its 

22 contribution to a candidate or principal campaign committee as 

23 attributable to its parent, and the contribution is counted 

24 toward the contribution limits in section lOB.13 of the parent 

25 as well as of the subsidiary. 

26 Subd. 7. [PENALTY.] A person who knowingly violates this 

27 section is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up 

28 to $3,000. 

29 Subd. 8. [REGISTRAT.ION NUMBER ON CHECKS.] A contribution 

30 made to a candidate by a lobbyist, political committee, 

31 political fund, conduit fund, or party unit must show the name 

32 of the lobbyist, political committee, political fund, conduit 

33 fund, or party unit and the number under which it is registered 

34 with the board. 

35 Sec. 22. [lOB.09] [EARMARKING CONTRIBUTIONS PROHIBITED.] 

36 An individual, political committee, political fund, 
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1 principal campaign committee, or party unit may not solicit or 

2 accept a contribution from any source with the express or 

3 implied condition that the contribution or any part of it be 

4 directed to a particular candidate other than the initial 

5 recipient. A person who knowingly accepts an earmarked 

6 contribution is guilty of· a gross misdemeanor and subject to a 

7 civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $3,000. 

8 Sec. 23.. [ lOB .10] [EXPENDITURES.] 

9 Subdivision 1. [AUTHORIZATION.] A political committee, 

10 political fund, conduit fund, principal campaign committee, or 

11 party unit may not expend money unless the expenditure is 

12 authorized by the treasurer or deputy treasurer of that 

13 committee, fund, or party unit. 

14 Subd. 2. [WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION.] An individual or 

15 association may not make an approved expenditure of more than 

16 $20 without receiving written authorization from the treasurer 

17 of the principal campaign committee of the candidate who 

18 approved the expenditure stating the amount that may be spent 

19 and the purpose of the expenditure. 

20 Subd. 3. [PETTY CASH.] The treasurer or deputy treasurer 

21 of a political committee, principal campaign committee, or party 

22 unit may sign vouchers for petty cash of up to $100 per week for 

23 statewide elections or $20 per week for legislative elections, 

24 to be used for miscellaneous expenditures. 

25 Subd. 4. [PERSONAL LOANS.] A principal campaign committee, 

26 political committee, political fund, or party unit may not lend 

27 money it has raised to anyone for purposes not related to the 

28 conduct of a campaign. 

29 Subd. 5. [INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES.] An individual, 

30 political committee, political fund, principal campaign 

31 committee, or party unit that independently solicits or accepts 

32 contributions or makes independent expenditures on behalf of a 

33 candidate must publicly disclose that the expenditure is an 

34 independent expenditure. All written communications with those 

35 from whom contributions are independently solicited or accepted 

36 or to whom independent expenditures are made on behalf of a 
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1 candidate must contain a statement in conspicuous type that the 

2 activity is an independent expenditure and is not approved by 

3 the candidate nor ls the candidate responsible for it. Similar 

4 language must be included in all oral communications, in 

5 conspicuous type on the front page of all literature and 

6 advertisements published or posted, and at the end of all 

7 broadcast advertisements made by that individual, political 

8 committee, political fund~ principal campaign committee, or 

9 party unit on the candidate's behalf. 

10 Subd. 6. [PENALTY.] A person who knowingly violates 

11 subdivision 2 is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board 

12 of up to $3,000. 

13 Sec. 24. [lOB.11] [TIME FOR RENDERING BILLS, CHARGES, OR 

14 CLAIMS; PENALTY.] 

15 A person who has a bill, charge, or claim against a 

16 political committee, political fund, principal campaign 

17 committee, or party unit for an expenditure must render in 

18 writing to the treasurer of the committee, fund, or party unit 

19 the bill, charge, or claim within 60 days after the material or 

20 service is provided. A person who knowingly violates this 

21 section is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up 

22 to $3,000. 

23 Sec. 25. [lOB.12] [CAMPAIGN REPORTS.] 

24 Subdivision 1. [FIRST FILING; DURATION.] The treasurer of 

25 a political committee, political fund, conduit fund, principal 

26 campaign committee, or party unit must begin to file the reports 

27 required by this section in the first year it receives 

28 contributions or makes contributions or expenditures in excess 

29 of $100 and must continue to file until the committee, fund, or 

30 party unit is terminated. If the position of treasurer of a 

31 principal campaign committee, political committee, political 

32 fund, or party unit is vacant, the candidate, chair of a 

33 political committee or party unit, or association officer of a 

34 political fund is responsible for filing reports required by 

35 this section. 

36 Subd. 2. [TIME FOR FILING.] (a) The reports must be filed 
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1 with the board on or before January 31 of each year and 

2 additional reports must be filed as reguired and in accordance 

3 with paragraphs (b) td (d). 

4 (b) In each year in which the name of the candidate is on 

5 the ballot, the reports of the principal campaign committee must 

6 be filed by April 30, July 31, and Novembe·r 30, and 15 days 

7 before a primary and ten days befoie a general election, seven 

8 days before a special primary and a special election, and ten 

9 days after a special election cycle. 

10 (c) In each_ general election year, a political committee, 

11 political fund, conduit fund, or party unit must file reports by 

12 April 30, July 31, and November 30, and 15 days before a primary 

13 and ten days before a general election. 

14 (d) A political committee, political fund, conduit fund, or 

15 party unit that makes contributions or expenditures related to a 

16 special election must file reports on the contributions or 

17 expenditures seven days before the special primary and special 

18 election and ten days after the special election cycle. 

19 Subd. 3. [ELECTRONIC FILING; PUBLICATION.] ~ 

20 contributions or expenditures exceed $5,000 in a year, the 

21 report must be filed with the board in an electronic format 

22 approved by the board. Regardless of whether the report is 

23 filed electronically, the board must publish the report on its 

24 Web site within seven days after the date it was due. The 

25 publication must be in a form that permits a user of the Web 

26 site to search the reports and prepare comparisons and 

27 · cross-tabulations among the various candidates, contributors, 

28 vendors, and committees. 

29 Subd. 4. [CONTENTS OF REPORT; POLITICAL COMMITTEES AND 

30 POLITICAL FUNDS.] (a) The report by a political committee or 

31 political fund must disclose the amount.of liquid assets on hand 

32 at the beginning of the reporting period. 

33 (b) The report must disclose the name, address, and 

34 employer, or occupation if self-employed, of each individual or 

35 association that has made one or mor·e contributions to the 

36 reporting entity, including the purchase of tickets for a 
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1 fund-raising effort, that in aggregate within the year exceed 

2 $50, together with the amount and date of each contribution, and· 

3 the aggregate amount of contributions within the year from each 

4 source so disclosed. A donation in kind must be disclosed at 

5 its fair market value. An approved expenditure must be listed 

6 as a donation in kind. A donation in kind is considered 

7 consumed in the reporting period in which it is received. The 

8 names of contributors must be listed in alphabetical order. 

9 Contributions from the same contributor must be listed under the 

10 same name. When a contribution received from a contributor in a 

11 reporting period is added to previously reported unitemized 

12 contributions from the same contributor and the aggregate 

13 exceeds the disclosure threshold of this paragraph, the name, 

14 address, and employer, or occupation if self-employed, of the 

15 contributor must then be listed on the report. 

16 (c) The report must disclose the sum of contributions to 

17 the reporting entity and the sum of all contributions received 

18 through each conduit fund and through all conduit funds during 

19 the reporting period. The report must include the name and 

20 registration number of each conduit fund from which a 

21 contribution was received. 

22 (d) The report must disclose each loan made or received by 

23 the reporting entity within the year in aggregate in excess of 

24 $50, continuously reported until repaid or forgiven, together 

25 with the name, address, occupation, and principal place of 

26 business, if any, of the lender and any endorser, and the date 

27 and amount of the loan. If a loan made to the prin~ipal 

28 campaign committee of a candidate is forgiven or is repaid by an 

29 entity other than that principal campaign committee, it must be 

30 reported as a contribution for the year in which the 1oan was. 

31 made. 

32 (e) The report must disclose each receipt over $50 during 

33 the reporting period not otherwise listed under paragraphs (b) 

34 to ( d). 

35 (f) The report must disclose the sum of all receipts of the 

36 reporting entity during the reporting period. 
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1 (g) The report must disclose the name and address of each 

2 individual or association to whom aggregate expenditures, 

3 including approved ·expenditures, have been made by or on behalf 

4 of the reporting entity within the year in excess of $100, 
. . 

5 together with the amount, date, and purpose of each expenditure 

6 and the name and address of, and office sought by, each 

7 candidate on whose behalf the expenditure was made, 

8 identification of the ballot question that the expenditure was 

9 intended to promote or defeat, and in the case of independent 

10 expenditures made in opposition to a candidate, the candidate's 

11 name, address, and office sought. A reporting entity making an 

12 expenditure on behalf of more than one candidate for state or 

13 legislative office must allocate the expenditure among the 

14 candidates on a reasonable cost basis and report the allocation 

15 for each candidate. 

16 (h) The report must disclose the sum of all expenditures 

17 made by or on behalf of the reporting entity during the 

18 reporting period. 

19 (i)·The report must disclose the amount and nature of an 

20 advance of credit incurred by the reporting entity, continuously 

21 reported until paid or forgiven. If an advance of credit 

22 incurred by the principal campaign committee of a candidate is 

23 forgiven by the creditor or paid by an entity other than that 

24 principal campaign committee, i.t must be reported as a donation 

25 in kind for the year in which the advance of credit was made. 

26 (j) The report must disclose the name and address of each 

27 political committee, political fund, principal campaign 

28 committee, or party unit to which contributions have been made 

29 that aggregate in excess of $100 within the year and the amount 

30 and date of each contribution. 

31 (k) The report must disclose the sum of all contributions 

32 made by the reporting entity during the reporting period. 

33 (1) The report must disclose the name and address of each 

34 individual or association to whom noncampaign disbursements have 

35 been made that aggregate in excess ·of $100 within the year by or 

36 on behalf of the reporting entity and the amount, date, and 
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l purpose of each noncampaign disbursement. 

2 (m) The report must disclose the sum of all noncampaign 

3 disbursements.made within the year by or on behalf of the 

4 reporting entity. 

5 (n) The report must disclose the name and address of a 

6 nonprofit corporation that provides administrative assistance to 

7 a political committee or political fund 'as authorized by section 

8 2118.15, subdivision 17, the type of administrative assistance 

9 provided, and the aggregate fair market value of each type of 

10 assistance provided to the political committee or political fund 

11 during the reporting period. 

12 Subd. 5. [CONTENTS OF REPORT;. CONDUIT FUNDS.] A report by 

13 a conduit fund under this section must disclose the sum of all 

14 contributions received by the fund and the sum of all 

15 contributions made to each political committee, political fund, 

16 principal campaign committee, or party unit and to all of them 

17 together during the reporting period. The report must include 

18 the registration number of each recipient of contributions from 

19 the conduit fund. 

20 Subd. 6. [PERIOD OF REPORT.] A report must cover the 

21 period from the last day covered by the previous report to seven 

22 days before the filing date, except that the report due on 

23 January 31 must cover the period from the last day covered by 

24 the previous report to December 31. 

25 Subd. 7. [REPORT OF EXCESS CONTRIBUTIONS.] (a) The 

26 treasurer of the principal campaign committee of a candidate who 

27 has not signed a spending limit agreement upder section lOB.20 

28 must file with the board within seven days after the committee 

29 has received aggregate contributions in excess of the 

30 expenditure limit for any participating opponent of the 

31 candidate a report disclosing the sum of the excess 

32 contributions. The treasurer must file an additional report 

33 each Monday if the committee received additional contributions 

34 during the week ending the previous Friday. 

35 (b) During the last three weeks before the primary or 

36 general election, and during the last two weeks before a special 
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1 primary or special election, the treasurer must file the report 

2 within 48 hours after the aggregate contributions received since 

3 the last report exceed the limit for a single contribution to 

4 the candidate. 

5 Subd. 8. [REPORT WHEN NO COMMITTEE.] A candidate who does 

6 not designate and cause to be formed a principal campaign 

7 committee and an individual who makes independent expenditures 

8 or expenditures expressly advocating the approval or defeat of a 

9 ballot question in aggregate in excess of $100 in a year must 

10 file with the board a report containing the information required 

11 by subdivision 4. Reports required by this subdivision must be 

12 filed on the dates on which repo·rts by committees, funds, and 

13 party units are filed. 

14 Subd. 9. [AFFIDAVIT OF INDEPENDENCE.] An individual, 

15 political committee, political fund, or party unit filing a 

16 report or statement di~closing an independent expenditure under 

17 subdivision 4, 8, or 10 must file with the report an affidavit 

18 naming the candidate whose nomination, election, or defeat the 

19 independent expenditure was intended to advocate and stating 

20 that the disclosed expenditures were not made with the 

21 authorization or expressed or implied consent of, or in 

22 cooperation or in concert with, or at the request.or suggestion 

23 of any candidate or any candidate's principal campaign committee 

24 or agent. 

25 Subd. 10. [INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES; NOTICE; REPORT.] .1!l 

26 Within 48 hours after an individual, political committee, 

27 political fund, or party unit causes to be disseminated a 

28 communication that has been or will be paid for in whole or in 

29 part by one or more independent expenditures that in aggregate 

30 within the election cycle exceed $500, the individual, political 

31 committee, political fund, or party unit must file with the 

32 board a notice of the intent to make the independent expenditure. 

33 (b} The notice must contain the information with respect to 

34 the expenditures that is required to be reported under 

35 subdivision 4, paragraph (g), except that if an expenditure is 

36 reported before it is made, the notice must· include a reasonable 
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l estimate of the anticipated amount. Each additional expenditure 

2 requires a new notice. 

3 (c) The notice must also include a description of the 

4 content of the communication for which the expenditure was or 

5 will be made, including a copy of any printed advertisement or a 

6 transcript of any broadcast advertisement. If the advertisement 

7 was printed or broadcast more than once in the same form, the 

8 description must include a list of the date, time, and location 

9 of each printing or broadcast. If the advertisement was printed 

10 or broadcast in substantially the same form for more than one 

11 candidate, the description need include only a copy of the 

12 standard form, a description of the content that was different 

13 for different candidates, and a list of the candidates on whose 

14 behalf it was printed or broadcast. A complaint alleging a 

15 violation of this paragraph must be brought no later than three 

16 months after the notice was due. 

17 (d) During the last thre~ weeks before the primary or 

18 general election, and during the last two weeks before a special 

19 primary or special election, the notice must be filed within 24 

20 hours after the communication is disseminated. 

21 (e) An individual or association may file a complaint with 

22 the board that a required notice was not filed or that a notice 

23 filed under this subdivision was false. The board must 

24 determine the complaint promptly. If the board determines that 

25 a notice was false and the board has distributed a public 

26 subsidy to a candidate based on the false notice, the candidate 

27 must return the subsidy to the board. 

28 Subd. 11. [STATEMENT OF INACTIVITY.] If a reporting entity 

29 has no receipts or expenditures during a reporting period, the 

30 treasurer must file with the board at the time reguired by this 

31 section a statement to that effect. 

32 Subd. 12. [EXEMPTION FROM DISCLOSURE.] The board must 

33 exempt a member of or contributor to an association, or any 

34 other individual, from the reguirements of this section if the 

35 member, contributor, or other individual demonstrates by clear 

36 and convincing evidence that disclosure would expose the member 
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1 or contributor to economic reprisals, loss of employment, or 

2 threat of physical coercion. 

3 An association may seek an exemption for all of its members 

4 or contributors if it demonstrates· by clear and convincing 

5 evidence that·a substantial number of its members or 

6 contributors would suffer a restrictive effect on their freedom 

7 of association if members were required to seek exemptions 

8 individually. 

9 Subd. 13. [EXEMPTION PROCEDURE.] An individual or 

10 association seeking an exemption under subdivision 12 must 

11 submit a written application for exemption to the board. The 

12 board, without hearing, must grant or deny the exemption within 

13 30 days after receiving the application and must issue a written 

14 order stating the reasons for its action. The board must 

15 publish its order in the State Register and give notice to all 

16 parties known to the board to have an interest in the matter. 

17 If the board receives a written objection to its action from any 

18 party within 20 days after publication of its.order and 

19 notification of interested parties, the board must hold a 

20 contested case hearing on the matter. Upon the filing of a 

21 timely objection from the applicant, an order denying an 

22 exemption is suspended pending the outcome of the contested 

23 case. · If no timely objection is received, the exemption 

24 continues in effect until a written objection is filed with the 

25 board in a succeeding election year. The board must adopt rules 

26 establishing a procedure so that an individual seeking an 

27 exemption may proceed anonymously if the individual would be 

28 e~posed to the reprisals listed in subdivision 12 if the 

29 individual's identity were to be revealed for the purposes of 

30 the notice or a hearing. 

31 Subd. 14. [FAILURE TO FILE; PENALTY.] The board must send 

32 a notice by certified mail to any individual who fails to file a 

33 report reguired by this section. If an individual fails to file 

34 a report due January 31 within ten business days after the 

35 notice was sent, the board may impose a late filing fee of $10 

36 per day, not to exceed $500, commencing on the 11th day after 
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1 the notice was sent. If an individual fails to file any other 

2 report due during an election year within three days after the 

3 date due, regardless of whether the individual has received any 

4 .notice, the board may impose a late filing fee of $50 per day, 

5 not to exceed $500, commencing on the fourth ·day after the date 

6 the report was due. 

7 The board must send an additional notice by certified mail 

8 to an individual who fails to file a statement within 14 days 

9 after the first notice was sent by the board that the individual 

10 may be subject to a civil penalty f·or failure to file a 

11 statement. An individual who fails to file the statement within 

12 seven days after the second notice was sent by the board is 

13 subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $3,oo.o. 

14 Subd. 15. [THIRD-PARTY REIMBURSEMENT.] An individual or 

15 association filing a report disclosing an expenditure or 

16 noncampaign disbursement that must be reported and itemized 

17 under subdivision 4, paragraph (g-) or (1), that is a 

18 reimbursement to a third party must report the purpose of each 

19 expenditure or disbursement for which the third party is being 

20 reimbursed. An expenditure or disbursement is a reimbursement 

21 to a third party if it is for goods or services that were not 

22 directly provided by the individual or association to whom the 

23 expenditure or disbursement is made. Third-party reimbursements 

24 include payments to credit card companies and reimbursement of 

25 individuals for expenses they have incurred. 

26 Subd. 16. [REPORTS BY SOLICITORS.] An individual or 

27 association, other than a candidate or the members of a 

28 candidate's principal campaign committee, that directly solicits 

29 and causes others to make contributions to candidates or a party 

30 unit in a house of the legislature, that aggregate more than 
I 

31 $5,000 between January 1 of a g~neral election year and the end 

32 of the reporting period must file with the board a report 

33 disclosing the amount of each contribution, the names of the . 

34 contributors, and to whom the contributions were given. The 

35 report must be filed 15 days before a primary and ten days 

36 before a general election. The report for each calendar year 

Section 25 35 



12/02/04 [REVISOR ] CEL/JC 05-0580 

1 must be filed with the board by January 31 of the following year. 

2 Subd~ 17. [EQUITABLE RELIEF.] A candidate whose opponent 

3 does not timely file the report due 15 days before the primary, 

4 the report due ten days before the general election, or the 

5 notice required under section lOB.17, subdivision 6, may 

6 petition the district court for immediate equitable relief to 

7 enforce the filing requirement. A prevailing party under this 

8 subdivision may be awarded attorney fees and costs by the court. 

9 Sec. 26. [lOB.13] [CONTRIBUTION LIMITS.] 

10 Subdivision 1. [CONTRIBUTION LIMITS~] (a) Except as 

11 provided in paragraph (b), a candidate must not permit the 

12 candidate's principal campaign committee to accept aggregate 

13 contributions made or delivered by an individual, political 

14 commit.tee, or political fund in excess of the following: 

15 (1) to candidates for governor and lieutenant governor 

16 running together, $2, 000 in an electio·n cycle; 

17 (2) to a candidate for attorney general, secretary of 

18 state, or state auditor, $1,000 in an election cycle; 

19 (3) to a candidate for state senator, $500 in an election 

20 ·cycle; and 

21 (4) to a candidate for state representative, $500 in an 

22 election cycle. 

23 (b) A candidate who accepts a public s~bsidy must not 

24 permit the candidate's principal campaign committee to accept 

25 aggregate contributions made or delivered by an individual, 

26 political committee, or political fund in exce·ss of $50 in an 

27 election cycle. 

28 (c) The following deliveries are not subject to the 

29 bundling limitation in this subdivision: 

30 ·c1) delivery of contributions collected by a member of the 

31 candidate's principal campaign committee who was registered with 

32 the board to accept contributions on behalf of the committee · 

33 before the conttibutions were accepted; and 

34 (2) a delivery made by an individual on behalf of the 

35 · individual's spouse. 

36 (d) A political committee or political fund must ·not make a 
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1 contribution a candidate is prohibited from accepting. 

2 Subd. 2. [POLITICAL PARTY AND DISSOLVING PRINCIPAL 

3 CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE LIMIT.] A nonparticipating candidate must not 

4 permit the candidate's pri_ncipal campaign committee to accept 

5 contributions, including approved expenditures, from any 

6 political party units in aggregate in excess of ten times the 

7 amount that may be contributed to that candidate under 

8 subdivision 1. 

9 Subd. 3. [EXCESS LOANS PROHIBITED.] A candidate must not 

10 permit the candidate's principal campaign committee to accept a 

11 loan from other than a financial institution for an amount in 

12 excess of the contribution limits imposed by this section. A 

13 candidate must not permit the candidate·' s principal camp~ign 

14 committee to accept a loan from a financial institution for 

15 which the financial institution may hold an endorser of the loan 

16 liable to pay an amount in excess of the amount that the 

17 endorser may contribute to that candidate. 

18 . Subd. 4. [CONTRIBUTIONS TO AND FROM OTHER CANDIDATES.] J.!l 

19 A candidate or the treasurer of a candidate's principal campaign 

20 committee must not accept a contribution from another 

21 candidate•s· principal campaign committee or from any other 

22 committee bearing the contributing candidate's name or title or 

23 otherwise authorized by the contributing candidate, unless the 

24 contributing candidate's principal campaign committee is being 

25 dissolved. A candidate's principal campaign committee must not 

26 make a contribution to another candidate's principal campaign 

27 committee, except when the contributing committee is being 

28 dissolved. 

29 (b) A principal campaign committee that makes a 

30 contribution to another principal campaign committee must 

31 provide with the contribution a written statement of the 

32 committee's intent to dissolve and-terminate its registration 

33 within 12 months after the contribution was made. If the 

34 committee fails to dissolve and terminate its registration by 

35 that time, the board may levy a civil penalty up to four times 

36 the size of th~ contribution against the contributing 
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1 committee. A contribution from a terminating principal campaign 

2 committee that is not accepted by another principal campaign 

3 committee must be forwarded to the board for deposit in the 

4 state treasury and credit to the general fund. 

5 (c) A candidate's principal campaign committee must not 

6 ac_cept a contribution from, or make a contribution to, a 

7 committee associated with a person who seeks nomination or 

8 election to the office of president, senator, or representative 

9 in Congress of the United States. 

10 (d) A candidate or the treasurer of a candidate's principal 

11 campaign committee must not accept a contribution from a 

12 candidate for political subdivision office in any state, unless 

13 the contribution is from the personal funds of the candidate for 

14 political subdivision office. A candidate or the treasurer of a 

15 candidate's principal campaign committee must not make a 

16 contribution from the principal campaign committee to a 

17 candidate for political subdivision office in any state. 

18 Subd. 5 •. [LIMITED PERSONAL CONTRIBUTIONS.] A participating 

19 candidate may not contribute to the candidate's own campaign 

20 more than $500 in an election cycle. 

21 Subd. 6. [CONTRIBUTIONS FROM CERTAIN TYPES OF 

22 CONTRIBUTORS.] A candidate must not permit the candidate's 

23 principal campaign committee to accept a contribution from a 

24 political committee, political fund, lobbyist, or large 

25 contributor, if the contribution will cause the aggregate 

26 contributions from those types of contributors to exceed an 

27 amount equal to 20 percent of the expenditure limits for the 

28 office sought by the candidate, provided that the 20 percent 

29 limit must be rounded to the nearest $100. For pµrposes of this 

30 subdivision, "large contributor" means an individual, other than 

31 the candidate, who contributes an amount that is more than $100 

32 and more than one-half the amount an individual may contribute. 

33 Subd. 7. [UNREGISTERED ASSOCIATION LIMIT; STATEMENT; 

34 PENALTY.] (a) The treasurer of a political committee, political 

35 fund, principal campaign committee, or party unit must not 

36 accept a contribution of more than $100 from an association not 
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l registered under this chapter unless the contribution is 

2 accompanied by a written statement that meets the disclosure and 

3 reporting period requirements imposed by section lOB.12. This 

4 statement must be certified as tru7 and correct by an officer of 

5 the contributing association. The committee, fund, or party 

6 unit that accepts the contribution must include a copy of the 

7 statement with the report that discloses the contribution to the 

8 board. 

9 (b) An unregistered association may provide the written 

10 statement required by this subdivision to no more than three 

11 committees, funds, or party units in a calendar year. Each 

12 statement must cover at least the 30 days immediately preceding 

13 and including the date on which the contribution was made. An 

14 unregistered association or an officer of it is subject t6 a 

15 civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $3,000 if the 

16 association or its officer: 

17 (1) fails to provide a written statement as required by 

18 this subdivision; or 

19 (2) fails to register after.giving the written statement 

20 required by this subdivision to more than three committees, 

21 funds, or party units in a calendar year. 

22 (c) The treasurer of a political committee, political fund, 

23 principal campaign committee, or party unit who accepts a 

24 contribution in excess of .$100 from an unregistered association 

25 without the required written disclosure statement is subject to 

26 a civil penalty up to four times the amount in excess of $100. 

27 Subd. a. [CONTRIBUTIONS TO POLITICAL COMMITTEES OR FUNDS.] 

28 The treasurer of a political committee or political fund must 

29 not permit the political committee or political fund to accept 

30 aggregate contributions from an individual in an amount more 

31 than $1,000 in a calendar year or from another political 

32 committee or political fund in any amount. 

33 Subd. 9. [CONTRIBUTIONS TO POLITICAL PARTIES.] (a) An 

34 individual or association must not give and the treasurer of the-

35 state committee of a political party must not permit the 

36 political party to accept ag9regate contributions for any 
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1 purpose from an individual, or from an association that makes 

2 contributions to candidates, in an amount more than $10,000 in 

3 an election cycle. 

4 {b) A political party unit may not accept a transfer from 

5 its national.party organization, nor from a party unit in any 

6 other state, unless the transfer is from a separate and 

7 segregated fund that contains only contributions from 

8 individuals and associations that would have been permitted 

9 under the law of this state if they had been made directly to 

10 the political party unit. 

11. Subd. 10. [AGGREGATE LIMIT ON INDIVIDUALS.] An individual 

12 may not contribute more than $10,000 in aggregate contributions 

13 for any purpose to all candidates, political parties, political 

14 committees, and political funds in an election cycle. 

15 Sec. 27. [lOB.14] [CONTRIBUTIONS AND SOLICITATIONS DURING 

16 LEGISLATIVE SESSION.] 

17 Subdivision 1. [CONTRIBUTIONS DURING LEGISLATIVE SESSION.] 

18 (a) A candidate for the legislature or for constitutional 

19 office, the candidate's principal campaign committee, or a 

20 political committee or party unit established by all or a part 

21 of the party organization within a house of the legislature, 

22 must not solicit or accept a contribution from a· registered 

23 lobbyist, political committee, political fund, or dissolving 

24 principal campaign committee, or from a party unit established 

25 by the party organization within a hou~e of the legislature, 

26 during a regular session of the'legislature. 

27 (b) A registered lobbyist, political committee, political 

28 fund, or dissolving principal campaign committee, or a party 

29 unit established by the party organization within a house of the 

30 legislature, must not make a contribution to a candidate for the 

31 legislature or for constitutional office, the candidate's 

32 principal campaign committee, or a political committee or party 

33 unit established by all or a part of the party organization 

34 within a house of the legislature during a regular session of 

35 the legislature. 

36 Subd. 2. [PARTY UNIT SOLICITATIONS.] A political party 
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1 unit must not solicit or receive at an event hosted by a 

2 candidate for the legislature or by a candidate for 

3 constitutional office a contribution from a lobbyist,. political 

4 committee, political fund, or party unit during a regular 

5 session of the legislature. 

6 Subd. 3. [DEFINITION.] F6r purposes of this section, 

7 "regular session" does n6t include a special session or the 

8 interim between the two annual sessions of a biennium. 

9 Subd. 4. [CIVIL PENALTY.] A candidate, political 

10 committee, party unit, political fund, principal campaign 

11 committee, or registered lobbyist that violates this section is 

12 subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to 

13 $3,000. If the board makes a public finding that there is 

14 probable cause to believe a violation of this section has 

15 occurred, the board must bring an action, or transmit the 

16 finding to a county attorney who must bring an action, in the 

17 district court of Ramsey county, to collect the civil penalty as 

18 imposed by the board. Penalties paid under this section must be 

19 deposited in the general fund in the state treasury. 

20 Subd. 5. [SPECIAL ELECTION.] This section does not apply 

21 in a legislative special election during the period.beginning 

22 when the person becomes a candidate in the special election and 

23 ending on the day of the special election. 

24 Sec. 28. [lOB.15] [CIRCUMVENTION PROHIBITED.] 

25 An individual or association that attempts to circumvent 

26 this chapter by redirecting a contribution through, or making a 

27 contribution on behalf of, another individual or association is 

28 guilty of a gross misdemeanor and subject to a civil penalty 

29 imposed by the board of up to $3,000. 

30 Sec. 29. [lOB.16] [POLITICAL CONTRIBUTION REFUND.] 

31 Subdivision 1. [DEFINITION.] {a) The definition in this 

32 subdivision applies.to this sectiono 

33 (b) "Contribution" means a gift of money. 

34 Subd. 2. [CLAIM; RECEIPT FORM.] (a) A taxpayer may claim a 

35 refund egual to the amount of the taxpayer's contributions made 

36 in the calendar year to a political party or party unit, if the 
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1 state chair of the political party has signed and filed with the 

2 board an agreement not to make independent expenditures as 

3 provided in section lOB.19, and the agreement.has not been 

4 rescinded. The refund for an individual must not exceed $50 and 

5 for a married couple, filing jointly, must not exceed $100. 

6 (b) A refund of a contribution is allowed only if the 

7 taxpayer files a form required by the commissioner of revenue 

8 and attaches to the form a copy of ari official refund receipt 

9 form issued by the party and signed by the party chair, after 

10 ·the contribution was received. For a taxpayer who files a claim 

11 for refund via the Internet or other electronic means, the 

12 commissioner may accept the number on the official receipt as 

13 documentation that a contribution was made rather than the 

14 actual receipt. The board must make available to a political 

15 party, on reguest, a supply of official refund receipt forms 

16 that state in boldface type that a contributor who is given a 

17 receipt form is eligible to claim a refund as provided in this 

18 section and that the political party has signed an agreement not 

19 to .make independent expenditures.. The forms must provide 

20 duplicate copies of the receipt to be attached to the 

21 contributor's claim. ·The receipt forms must be numbered, and 

22 the data on the receipt that are not public must be made 

23 available to the board upon its request. A party unit must 

24 return to the board with its termination report or destroy any 

25 official receipt forms that have not been issued. 

26 (c) If the state chair of a political party has not signed 

27 an agreement under section lOB.19, or has rescinded the 

28 agreement, and the chair or treasurer· of a party unit willfully 

29 issues an official refund receipt form or a facsimile of one to 

30 any of the party's contributors, the issuer of the receipt is 

31 guilty of a misdemeanor. 

32 (d) A claim must be filed with the commissioner of revenue 

33 no sooner than March 4 of each odd-numbered year in which the 

34 contribution was made and no sooner than January 1 of each 

35 even-numbered year in which the contribution was made and no 

36 later than April 15 of the calendar year following the calendar 
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1 year in which the contribution was made. A taxpayer may file 

2 only one claim per calendar year. Amounts paid by the 

3 commissioner after June 15 of the calendar year following the 

4 calendar year in which the contribution was made must include 

5 interest at the rate specified in section 270.76. 

6 Subd. 3. [COPIES OF FORM.] The commissioner shall make 

7 copies of the form available to political party units upon 

8 request. 

9 Subd. 4. [DATA PRIVACY.] The following data collected or 

10 maintained by the commissioner under this subdivision are 

11 private: the identities of individuals claiming a refund and 

12 the amount of each contribution. 

13 Subd. 5. [REPORT.] The commissioner shall report to the 

14 campaign finance and public disclosure board by each August 1 a 

15 summary showing the total number and aggregate amount of 

16 political contribution refunds made on behalf of each political 

17 party. These data are public. 

18 Subd. 6. [APPROPRIATION.] The amount necessary to pay 

19 claims for the refund provided in this section is appropriated 

20 from the general fund to the commissioner of revenue. 

21 Sec. 30. [lOB.17] [SPENDING LIMITS.] 

22 Subdivision 1. [LIMITS ARE VOLUNTARY.] The expenditure 

23 limits imposed by this section on a candidate.apply only to a 

24 candidate who has signed an agreement under section lOB.19 to be 

25 bound by them as a condition of receiving a public subsidy for 

26 the candidate's campaign. The prohibition imposed by this 

27 section on a political party applies only to a political party 

28 that has signed and not rescinded an agreement under section 

29 lOB.19 to be bound by it as a condition of receiving a public 

30 subsidy for the party's activities. 

31 Subd. 2. [AMOUNTS.] (a) The principal campaign committee 

32 of a candidate must not make campaign expenditures nor permit. 

33 approved expenditures to be made on behalf of the candidate 

34 during an election cycle that result in aggregate expenditures 

35 in excess of the sums authorized in this subdivision. 

36 (b) The principal campaign committee of a candidate may 
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1 make expenditures or permit approved expenditures -to be made on 

2 behalf of the candidate during an election cycle and before the 

3 candidate files an affidavit of qualifying contributions under 

4 section lOB.20 in the following amounts: 

5 (1) for governor and lieutenant governor, running together, 

6 $50,000; 

7 (2) for attorney general, secretary of state, and state 

8 auditor, separately, $25,000; 

9 (3) for state senator, $8,000; and 

10 (4) for state representative, $4,000. 

11 (c) The principal campaign committee of a candidate may 

12 spend the public subsidy as authorized under section lOB.24. 

13 (d) If a special election cycle occurs during a general 

14 election cycle, expenditures by or on behalf of a candidate in 

15 the special election do not count as expenditures by or on 

16 behalf of the candidate in the general election. 

17 Subd. 3. [AGGREGATED EXPENDITURES.] If a candidate makes 

18 expenditures from more than one principal campaign committee for 

19 nomination or election to statewide off ice in the same election 

20 cycle, the amount of expenditures from all of the candidate's 

21 principal campaign committees for statewide office for that 

22 election cycle must be aggregated for purposes of applying the 

23 limits on expenditures under subdivision 2. 

24· Subd. 4. [GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR AS A SINGLE 

25 CANDIDATE.] For the purposes of this chapter, a candidate for 

26 governor and a candidate for lieutenant governor, running 

27 together, are considered a single candidate. All expenditures 

28 made by or all approved expenditures made on behalf of the 

29 candidate for lieutenant governor are considered to be 

30 expenditures by or approved expenditures on behalf of the 

31 candidate for governor. 

32 Subd. 5. [INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES.] The principal 

33 campaign committee of a candidate must not make independent 

34 expenditures. 

35 Subd. 6. [RELEASE FROM EXPENDITURE LIMITS.] (a) After the 

36 deadline for filing a spending limit agreement under section 
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1 lOB.19, a candidate who has agreed to be bound by the 

2 expenditure limits imposed by this section as a condition of 

3 receiving a public subsidy for the candidate's campaign may 

_4 choose to be released from the expenditure limits but remain 

5 eligible to receive a public subsidy if the candidate has an 

6 opponent who has not agreed to be bound by the limits and who 

7 has received contributions during that election cycle in excess 

8 of the sum of: 

9 {l) the amounts listed in subdivision 2, paragraph {b), 

10 that the candidate is allowed to spend before filing an 

11 affidavit of contributions; 

12 {2) the limit set in section lOB.13, subdivision 2, 

13 paragraph {a), for contributions from political party units to 

14 the candidate; and 

15 (3) the public subsidy the participating candidate has 

16 received through that part of the election cycle. 

17 Before the primary election, a candidate's "opponents" are 

18 only those who will appear on the ballot of the same party in 

19 the primary election. 

20 (b) A candidate who has not agreed to be bound by 

21 expenditure limits, or the candidate's principal campaign 

22 _committee, must file written notice with the board and provide 

23 written notice to any opponent of the candidate for the same 

24 office within seven days after exceeding the limit in paragraph 

25 (a). The notice must state only that the candidate or 

26 candidate's principal campaign committee has received 

27 contributions in excess of the limit in paragraph (a). 

28 (c) Upon receipt of the notice,. the candidate who had 

29 agreed to be bound by the limits may file with the board a 

30 notice that the candidate chooses to be no longer bound by the 

31 expenditure limits. A notice of a candidate's choice not to be 

32 bound by the expenditure limits that is based on the conduct of 

33 an opponent in the state primary election may not be filed more 

34 than one day after the state canvassing board has declared the 

35 results of the state primary. 

36 (d) A candidate who has agreed to be bound by the 
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1 expenditu+e limits imposed by this section and whose opponent in 

2 the general election has chosen, as provided in paragraph (c), 

3 not to be bound by the expenditure limits because of the conduct 

4 of an opponent in the primary election is no longer bound by the 

5 limits but remains eligible to receive a public subsidy. 

6 Subd. 7. [INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES BY POLITICAL 

7 PARTIES.] A political party or party unit must not·make an 

8 independent expenditure. 

9 Sec. 31. [lOB.18] [MULTICANDIDATE POLITICAL PARTY 

10 EXPENDITURES.] 

11 Notwithstanding other provisions of this chapter, the 

12 following expenditures by a party unit, or two or more party 

13 units acting together, with at least one party unit being either 

14 the state committee or the party organization within a 

15 congressional district, county, or legislative district, are not 

16 considered contributions· to or expenditures on behalf of a 

17 candidate for the purposes of section lOB.13 or lOB.17 and must 

18 not be allocated to candidates under section lOB.12, subdivision 

19 4, paragraph (g): 

20 (1) expenditures not ·on behalf of any candidate; 

21 (2) expenditures.~n behalf of candidates of that party 

22 generally without referring to any of them specifically by name 

23 or image in a published, posted, or broadcast advertisement; or 

24 (3) expenditures for the preparat~on, display, mailing, or 

25 other distribution of· an official ·party sample ballot listing 

26 the names of three or more individuals whose names are to appear 

27 on the ballot. 

28 Sec. 32. [lOB.19] [SPENDING LIMIT AGREEMENT.] 

29 Subdivision 1. [AGREEMENT BY CANDIDATE.] (a) As a 

30 condition of receiving a public subsidy, a candidate must sign 

31 and file with the board a written agreement in which the 

32 candidate agrees that the candidate will comply with sections 

33 lOB.13, subdivisions 1, 2, and 5; lOB.17; and lOB.23. 

34 (b) Before the first day of filing for office, the board 

35 must forward agreement forms to all filing officers. The board 

36 must also provide agreement forms to candidates on request at 
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1 any time. The candidate must file the agreement with the board 

2 no sooner than January 1 in the general election year and no 

3 later than the day after the candidate files the affidavit of 

4 candidacy for the office. An agreement may not be filed with 

5 the board after that date. An agreement once filed may not be 

6 rescinded. 

7 ( c) The board must notify the commissioner of reve·nue of 

8 any agreement filed under this subdivision. 

9 Subd. 2. [HOW LONG AGREEMENT IS EFFECTIVE.] The agreement, 

10 insofar as it relates to the expenditure limits in section 

11 lOB.17 and the contribution limit in section lOB.13, subdivision 

12 5, remains effective for candidates until the dissolution of the 

13 principal campaign committee of the candidate or the end of the 

14 first election cycle completed after the agreement was filed, 

15 whichever occurs first. 

16 Subd. 3. [AGREEMENT BY POLITICAL PARTY.] (a) As a 

17 condition of receiving a public subsidy, the chair of the state 

18 committee of a political party must sign and file with the board 

19 before the first March 1 of a general election cycl~ a written 

20 agreement in which the state committee agrees that the political 

21 party and all its party units will comply with section lOB.17. 

22 An agreement once filed may not be rescinded after the first 

23 March 4 of a general election cycle. 

24 (b) The board must provide agreement forms to political 

25 parties on request at any time. 

26 (c) The agreement not to make independent expenditures 

27 remains in effect until it is rescinded, or the ~nd of the first 

28 general election cycle completed after the agreement was filed, 

29 or the dissolution of the political party, whichever occurs 

30 first. 

31 (d) The board must notify the commissioner of revenue of 

32 any agreement filed.or rescinded under this subdivision. 

33 Sec. 33. [lOB.20] [QUALIFYING CONTRIBUTIONS.] 

34 Subdivision 1. [AMOUNTS.] In addition to the requirements 

35 of section lOB.19, to be eligible to receive a public subsidy 

36 under section lOB.24, a candidate must receive qualifying 
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1 · contributions.from individuals eligible to ·vote in this state 

2 and, in the case of a legislative candidate, at least one-half 

3 from individuals eligible to vote for the candidate, in the 

4 amount indicated for the office sought, counting_ only the first 

5 $5 received from each contributor: 

6 (1) candidates for governor and lieutenant governor, 

7 running together, $22,000;. 

8 (2) candidates for attorney general,· secretary of state, 

9 and state auditor, separately, $12,500; 

10 (3) candidates for the senate, $1,800; and 

11 (4) candidates for the house of representatives, $900. 

12 A candidate for statewide office must receive at least five 

13 percent of the qualifying amount from residents of each 

14 congressional district. 

15 The amounts in clauses (3) and (4) must be adjusted 

16 following each decennial federal census to represent the ideal 

17 population of a senate or house district, respectively, times 

18 .025, rounded to the nearest $100. 

19 Subd. 2. [STATEMENT OF INTENT TO PARTICIPATE.] A candidate 

20 who intends to participate in the public subsidy program must 

21 file with the board, in a form approved by the board, a 

22 statement· of intent to participate. The ·statement may not be 

23 filed before the beginning of the election cycle. 

24 Subd. 3. [RECEIPT.] The board must make available to each 

25 candidate who has filed a statement of intent to participate in 
. . 

26 the public subsidy program copies of the official contribution 

27 receipt form designed by the board. The receipt must state that 

28 the contributor .understands that the purpose of the contribution 

29 is to help the candidate qualify for a public subsidy. The form 

30 must include space for the contributor's printed name, 

31 signature, and home address, and the name of the candidate on 

32 whose behalf the contribution was made. The candidate or the 

33 treasurer of the candidate's principal campaign committee must 

34 provide to the contributor a receipt, which must be properly 

35 comp~eted and signed by the contributor and returned to the 

36 candidate. The candidate must keep one copy of the receipt and 
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l file a second copy with the board, along with the affidavit of 

2 contributions required by subdivision 4 and a list, in an 

3 electronic format approved by the board, of the names and home 

4 addresses of the contributors and indicating whether the 

5 contributor is eligible to vote for the candidate. 

6 Subd •. 4. [AFFIDAVIT. ] No sooner than January l in the 

7 general election year and no later than the day after the 

8 candidate files the affidavit of candidacy for the office, a 

9 candidate who intertds to participate in the public subsidy 

10 program, or the treasurer of the candidate's principal campaign 

11 committee, must file with the board an affidavit stating that, 

12 since January l in the year before the general election year, 

13 the candidate's principal campaign committee has received 

14 qualifying contributions in the amount specified in subdivision 

15. 1. 

16 Subd. 5. [SPECIAL ELECTIONS.] A candidate for a vacancy to 

17 be filled at a special election must receive qualifying 

18 contributions in one-third the· amounts specified in subdivision 

19 1. If the filing period for the special election does not 

20 coincide with the filing period for the general election, the 

21 candidate must submit the affidavit required by this section to 

22 the board within five days after filing the affidavit of 

23 candidacy. 

24 Sec. 34. [lOB.21] .[STATE ELECTIONS CAMPAIGN FUND.] 

25 Subdivision 1. [ESTABLISHED.] An account is e.stablished in 

26 the special revenue fund of the state known as the "state 

27 elections campaign fund." 

28 Subd. 2. [SPENDING CAP.] The board must not spend from the 

29 state elections campaign fund during a calendar year more than 

30 $5 times the number ·of Minnesota residents who filed personal 

31 income tax returns during the previous calendar year. The board 

32 may exceed this limit during a' calendar year, provided it is 

33 offset by an egual reduction of the limit during another 

34 calendar year dtiring the same gubernatorial election cycle. 

35 Subd. 3. [EXCESS MONEY.] At least· once each year the 

36 commissioner of finance must forecast the amou.nt of revenue the 
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1 state elections campaign fund will collect over the next four 

2 years and the time the revenue will be available. Wh~never the 

3 commissioner determines that the balance in the fund is greater 

4 than will be needed to meet current debts plus anticipated 

5 expenses, taking into account the revenue forecast, the 

6 commissioner must transfer the excess balance to the general 

7 fund. The amount transferred is appropriated from the general 

8 fund to the Board of Public Defense. 

9 Subd. 4. [DEFICIENCY.] At least once each year, the board 

10 must forecast the amount of public subsidy from the state 

11 elections campaign fund for which all candidates will qualify 

12 for the following calendar year. By the end of each year, the 

13 board must announce whether the amount that will be needed the 

14 following year for public subsidies from the state elections 

15 campaign fund will exceed the amount that will be available. If 

16 the board determines that the fund will be deficient, the board 

17 may include in the announcement decreases in the amounts of. 

18 public subsidies that will be paid, in the following order: 

19 (1) first, the board may announce a decrease in the rate at 

20 which a public subsidy will be paid to match excess 

21 contributions under section lOB.24, subdivision 7, and 

22 independent expenditures under section lOB.24, subdivision 8; 

23 and 

24 (2) second, the board may announce a reduction in the 

25 percentage of a candidate's spending limit that will be paid as 

26 a public subsidy under section lOB.24, subdivisions 4 to 6. 

27 Subd. 5. [EMERGENCY.] If a deficiency arises in the state 

28 elections campaign fund that cannot be met by reductions under 

29 subdivision 4, the board must declare an emergency and reduce 

30 public subsidy payments proportionately among all candidates 

31 entitled to them. 

32 Sec. 35. [lOB.22] [PUBLIC SUBSIDY.] 

33 Subdivision 1. [PAYMENT TO PARTICIPATING CANDIDATES.] Upon 

34 determining that a candidate has met all the requirements for 

35 receiving a public subsidy, the board must designate the 

36 candidate as "participating." The board must pay each 
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1 participating candidate a public subsidy as provided in this 

2 section. The payment must be in the form of a check made 

3 "payable to the campaign fund of •••••• (name of candidate)." 

4 An amount sufficient to make the payment is appropriated to the 

5 board from the state elections campaign fund. 

6 Subd. 2. [PUBµIC SUBSIDY BASE.] (a) .The public subsidy 

7 base for each candidate is as follows: 

8 (1) for governor and lieutenant governor, running together, 

9 $1,520,000; 

10 (2) for attorney general, secretary of state, and state 

11 auditor, separately, $300,000; 

12 (3) for state senator, $52,000; and 

13 (4) for state represen.tative, $26,000. 

14 (b) The public subsidy base in paragraph (a) is increased 

15 by ten percent for a candidate who is running for that off ice 

16 for the first time and who has not run previously for any other 

17 office whose territory now includes a population that is more 

18 than one-third of the population in the territory of the new 

19 office. 

20 Subd. 3. [A~JUSTMENT BY CONSUMER PRICE INDEX.] (a) The 

21 dollar amounts in subdivision 2 must be adjusted for general 

22 election years as provided in _this subdivision. In the year 

23 before each general election year, the executive director of the 

24 · board must determine the percentage increase in the Consumer 

25 Price Index from December of the second preceding general 

26 · election year to December of the last general election year. 

27 The dollar amounts used for the preceding general election year 

28 must be multiplied by that percentage. The product of the 

29 calculation, rounded up to the next highest $100 increment, must 

30 be added to each dollar amount to produce the dollar limitations 

31 to be in effect for the next general election. The index used 

32 must be the revised Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers 

33 for the St. Paul-Minneapo·lis metropolitan area prepared by the 

34 United States Department of Labor. 

· 35 (b) By April 1 of the year before each election year, the 

36 board must publish in the State Register· the public subsidy base 
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1 for each office for that calendar year under subdivision 2 as 

2 adjusted by this subdivision. The reviser of statutes must code 

3 the adjusted amounts of the public subsidy base in the next 

4 edition of Minnesota Statutes. 

5 Subd. 4. [PAYMENT UPON QUALIFYING.] Within one week after 

6 it has designated a candidate as participating, the board must 

7 pay to the participating candidate an amount equal to 20 percent 

8 of the participating candidate's public subsidy base. 

9 Subd. 5. [PAYMENT UPON FILING FOR OFFICE.] Within one week 

10 after the close of filings for office, the board must pay a 

11 participating candidate_ who has an opponent in either the 

12 primary or the general election an amount equal to 20 percent of 

13 the candidate's public subsidy base. 

14 Subd. 6. [PAYMENT FOR GENERAL ELECTION.] As soon as the 

15 board has obtained from the secretary of state the results of 

16 the primary election, but no later than one week after the state 

17 canvassing board has certified the results of· the primary, the 

18 board must pay to each participating candidate whose name will 

19 appear on the ballot in the general election an amount equal to 

20 60 percent of the candidate's public subsidy base, except that a 

21 candidate who· has no opponent in the general election must be 

22 paid an amount egual to six percent of the candidate's public 

23 subsidy base. 

24 Subd. 7. [PAYMENT TO MATCH EXCESS CONTRIBUTIONS.] Upon 

25 receipt of a report of excess contributions under section 

26 lOB.12, subdivision 7, the board must notify any participating 

27 opponent of the nonparticipating candidate of the amount of the 

28 excess. Upon receipt of the first report, the board must pay 

29 the participating candidate an additional public subsidy egual 

30 to the participating candidate's public subsidy base. The 

31 additional subsidy may only be spent in an amount egual to the 

32 excess contributions reported for that election cycle. 

33 Subd. 8. [PAYMENT TO MATCH INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES.] 1!l 

34 Within 24 hours after receipt of a notice of independent 

35 expenditures under section lOB.12, subdivision 10, the board 

36 must notify each participating candidate in the affected race of 
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1 the amount of the independent expenditure. Along with the first 

2 notice under this subdivision, the board must pay to each 

3 participating candidate who is adversely affected by the 

4 independent expenditure an additional public subsidy in an 

5 amount egual to the participating candidate's public subsidy 

6 base, to be spent only as provided in this subdivision. A 

7 . candidate is "adversely affected" if the independent expenditure 

8 is made to defeat the candidate or to nominate or elect an 

9 opponent of the candidate. Before the primary election, an 

10 "opponent" includes the candidates whose names are on the ballot 

11 for the primary of the same major party or, if there is none, 

12 the candidates whose names will be on the ballot for the general 

13 election. 

14 {b) If the independent expenditure is made to defeat a 

15 participating candidate, the additional subsidy may be spent in 

16 an amount egual to the independent expenditures made to defeat 

17 the participating candidate reported for that election cycle. 

18 {c) If the independent expenditure is made to nominate or 

19' elect a candidate and the .sum of assets carried forward, 

20 contributions received as of the last reporting date, public 

21 subsidy received, and independent expenditures made to elect the 

22 candidate exceeds 120 percent of the spending limit for a 

23 participating opponent· candidate for the legislature or 110 

24 percent of the spending limit for a participating opponent 

25 candidate for constitutional officer, the participating opponent 

26 may spend the additional public subsidy in an amount egual to 

27 one-half the excess independent expenditures to nominate or 

28 elect the candidate reported for that election cycle. 

29 {d) If an individual, political committee, political fund, 

.30 or party unit has made expenditures to nominate or elect a 

31 candidate, any expenditure by the spender during the same 

32 election cycle to def eat the candidate or to nominate or elect 

33 an opponent of the candidate does not authorize the c~ndidate to 

34 spend matching money under paragraph (b) or (c). 

35 Subd. 9. [PAYMENT FOR SPECIAL ELECTION.] The ·board must 

36 pay each participating candidate for legislative office in a 
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1 special election an amount egual to the candidate's public 

2 subsidy base within 48 hours after the candidate has been 

3 designated as participating, but the candidate may spend only an 

4 amount egual to 20 percent of the candidate's public subsidy 

5 base upon being designated as participating. A candidate who 

6 has an opponent in either the primary or general election may 

7 spend an additional amount egual to 2P percent of the 

8 participating candidate's public subsidy base upon filing for 

9 office, and a candidate whose name has been certified to appear 

10 on the ballot for the general election may spend an additional 

11 amount egual to 60 percent of the candidate's public subsidy 

12 base. Any amount not ·spent by the candidate must be returned to 

13 the board under section lOB.23. 

14 Subd. 10. [PAYMENT WITHHELD.] If a candidate has not yet 

15 filed a campaign finance report required by section lOB.12, or 

16 the candidate owes money to the board, the board must withhold 

17 the candidate's public subsidy until the report has been filed 

18 o~ the debt has been paid, whichever applies. If the report has 

19 not been filed or the debt has not been paid to the board by the 

20 end of the fiscal year, the subsidy must be applied to the debts 

21 owed by the candidate to the board and any remaining amount must 

22 be canceled to the general fund. 

23 Sec. 36. [lOB.23] [RETURN OF PUBLIC SUBSIDY.] 

24 Subdivision 1. [WHEN RETURN REQUIRED.] A candidate must 

25 return all or a portion of the public subsidy received under 

26 section lOB.22 under the circumstances in thi$ section or 

27 section lOB.24, subdivision 1. 

28 To the extent that the amount of public subsidy received 

29 exceeds the actual expenditures made by the principal campaign 

30 committee of the candidate, the treasurer of the candidate's 

31 principal campaign committee must return an amount egual to the 

32 difference to the board. The cost of postage that was not used 

33 during an election cycle and payments that created credit 

34 balances at vendors at the close of an election cycle are not 

35 considered expenditures for purposes of determining the amount 

36 to be returned. Expenditures in excess of the candidate's 
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1 spending limit do not count in determining aggregate 

2 expenditures under this paragraph. 

3 Subd. 2. [HOW RETURN DETERMINED.] Whether or not a 

4 candidate is required under subdivision 1 to return all or a 

5 portion of the public subsidy must be determined from the report 

6 required to be filed with the board by that candidate by January 

7 31 of the year following an election. An amount required to be 

8 returned must be submitted in the form of a check or money order 

9 and must accompany the report filed with the board. The board 

10 must deposit the check or money order in the state treasury for 

11 credit to the general fund. The amount returned must not exceed 

12 the amount of public subsidy received by the candidate. 

'13 Sec. 37. [lOB.24] [CARRYFORWARD.] 

14 Subdivision 1. [UNUSED FUNDS.] After all campaign 

15 expenditures and noncampaign disbursements for an election cycle 

16 have been made, a principal campaign committee may carry forward 

17 assets equal to the amount that the candidate may spend in the 

18 next election cycle before being designated a participating 

19 candidate for the same office, as set forth in section lOB.17, 

20 subdivision 2, paragraph (b). Any remaining assets up to the 

21 total amount of the public subsidy received under section lOB.22 

22 must be returned to the state treasury for credit to the general 

23 fund under section lOB.23. Any remaining assets in excess of 

24 the total public subsidy must be contributed to the general 

25 fund, a public school, or a charity, or to a political party. 

26 Subd. 2. [UNUSED POSTAGE AND CREDIT BALANCES CARRIED 

27 FORWARD.] Postage that is purchased but not used during an 

28 election cycle and credit balances at vendors that exceed a 

29 combined total of $500 must be carried forward and coqnted as 

30 expenditures during the election cycle during which they are 

31 used. 

32 Sec. 38. [lOB.25] [PENALTY FOR EXCEEDING LIMITS.] 

33 Subdivision 1. [EXCEEDING CONTRIBUTION LIMITS.] (a) A 

34 candidate who permits the candidate's principal campaign 

35 committee, or the treasurer of a political committee, political 

36 fund, or party unit who permits the committee, fund, or party 
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1 unit to accept contributions in excess of the limits imposed by 

_2 section lOB.13, is subject to a civil penalty of up to ten times 

3 the amount by which the contribution exceeds the limits. 

4 (b) The board may order a candidate who has permitted the 

5 candidate's principal campaign committee to accept contributions 

6 in excess of the limits imposed by section lOB.i3 to return any 

7 public subsidy the candidate has received. The board must 

8 deposit the amount returned in the state treasury and credit it 

9 to the general fund. 

10 (c) The board may recommend that a candidate who was 

11 nominated or elected to office after violating section lOB·.13 

12 should forfeit the nomination or office. 

13 (d) A political committee, political fund, or principal 

14 campaign committee that makes a contribution in excess. of the 

15 limits imposed by section lOB.13 is subject to a civil penalty 

16 of up to ten times the amount by which the contribution exceeds 

17 the limits. 

18 Subd. 2. [EXCEEDING EXPENDITURE LIMITS.] (a) A candidate 

19 subject to the expenditure limits in ·section lOB.17 who permits 

20 the candidate's principal campaign committee to make 

21 expenditures or permits approved expenditures to be made on the 

22 . candidate's behalf in excess of the limits imposed by section 

23 lOB.17 is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up 

24 to ten times the amount by which the expenditures exceed the 

25 limit. 

26 (b) The board may order a candidate subject to the 

27 expenditure limits in section lOB.17 who has permitted the 

28 candidate's principal campaign committee to make expenditures or 

29 has permitted approved expenditures to be ·made on the 

30 candidate's behalf in excess of the limits imposed by section 

31 lOB.17 to return to the board any public subsidy the candidate 

32 has received. The board must deposit the amount returned in the 

33 state treasury and credit it to the general fund. 

34 (c) The board may recommend that a candidate who was 

35 nominated or elected after violating the limits in section 

36 lOB.17 should forfeit the nomination or office. 
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1 (d) The chair of a political party or party unit subject to 

2 the prohibition in section lOB.17 that makes expenditures in 

3 violation of section lOB.17 is subject to a civil fine of up to 

4 ten times the amount of the expenditures. 

5 Subd. 3. [CONCILIATION AGREEMENT.] If the board finds that 

6 there is reason to believe that excess contributions have been 

7 accepted contrary to section lOB.13 or excess expenditures made 

8 contrary to section lOB.17, the board must make every effort f·or 

9 a period of at least 14 days aft~r its finding to correct the 

10 matter by informal methods of conference and conciliation and to 

11 enter a conciliation agreement with the person involved. A 

12 conciliation. agreement under this subdivision is a matter of 

13 public record. Unless violated, a conciliation agreement is a 

14 bar to any civil proceeding under subdivision 4. 

15 Subd. 4. [CIVIL ACTION.] (a) If the board is unable after 

16 a reasonable time to correct by informal methods a matter that 

17 constitutes probable cause to believe that excess contributions 

18 have been accepted contrary to section lOB.13 or excess 

19 expenditures made contrary to section lOB.17, the board must 

20 make a public finding of probable cause in the matter. After 

21 making a public finding, the board must bring an action, or 

22 transmit the finding to a county atto~ney who must bring an 

23 action, in the district court of Ramsey county or, in the case 

24 of a legislative candidate, the district court of a county 

25 within the legislative district, to collect a civil penalty 

26 imposed by the board, to demand the return of any public subsidy 

27 paid to the candidate, or to have the nomination or office 

28 declared forfeited. All money recovered under this section must 

29 be deposited in the state treasury and credited to the general 

30 fund. 

31 {b) If a candidate is judged to have violated section 

32 lOB.13 or lOB.17, the court, after entering the judgment, may 

33 .enter a supplemental judgment declaring that the candidate has 

34 forfeited the nomination or office, except as provided in 

35 paragraph (c). If the court enters the supplementai judgment, 

36 it must transmit to the filing officer a transcript of the 
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1 supplemental judgment, the· nomination or office becomes vacant, 

2 and the vacancy must be filled as provided by law. 

3 (c) If the candidate has been elected to the legislature, 

4 the court, after entering the judgment that the candidate has 

5 violated section lOB.13 or lOB.17, must transmit a transcript of 

6 the judgment to the secretary of the senate or the chief clerk 

7 of the house of representatives, as appropriate, for further 

8 consideration by the house to which the candidate was elected. 

9 Sec. 39. [lOB.26] [DISSOLUTION OF INACTIVE COMMITTEES AND 

10 FUNDS.] 

11 Subdivision l. [DISSOLUTION REQUIRED.] A political 

12 committee, political fund, or principal campaign committee must 

13 be dissolved within 60 days after receiving notice from the 

14 board that the committee or fund has become inactive. The 

15 assets of the committee or fund must be spent for the purposes 

16 authorized by section 211B.12 and other apPlicable law or 

17 liquidated and deposited in the general fund within 60 days 

18 after the board notifies the committee or fund that it has 

19 become inactive. 

20 Subd. 2. [INACTIVITY DEFINED.] (a) A principal campaign 

21 committee becomes inactive on the later of the following dates: 

22 (1) when six years have elapsed since the last election in 

23 · which the person was a candidate for the off ice sought or held 

24 at the time the principal campaign committee registered with the 

25 . board; or 

26 (2) when six years have elapsed since the last day on which 

27 the individual for whom· it exists served in an elective office 

28 subject to this chapter. 

29 (b) A· political committee or fund becomes inactive when two 

30 years have elapsed since the end of a reporting period during 

31 which the political committee or fund made an expenditure or 

32 disbursement requiring disclosure under this chapter~ 

33 Subd. 3. [REMAINING DEBTS.] If -a committee or fund becomes 

34 inactive when it still has unpaid debts, the committee or fund 

35 must liquidate available assets to pay the debts. If 

36 insufficient assets exist to pay the debts, the board may set up 
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1 a payment schedule and allow the committee or fund to defer 

2 dissolution until all debts are paid. This section does not 

3 extinguish debts incurred by the committee or fund. 

4 Sec. 40. [lOB.27] [DISSOLUTION OR TERMINATION.] 

5 Subdivision 1. [TERMINATION REPORT.] A political 

6 committee, political fund, principal campaign committee, or 

7 party unit may not dissolve until it has settled all of its 

8 debts and disposed of all its assets in excess of $100 and filed 

9 a t~rmination report. "Assets" include credit balances at 

10 vendors and physical assets such as computers and postage 

11 stamps. Physical assets·must be listed at their fair market 

12 value. The termination report may be made at any time and must 

13 include all information required in periodic reports. 

14 Subd. 2. [TERMINATION ALLOWED.] Notwithstanding 

15 subdivision 1, a committee, fund, o~ party unit that has debts 

16 incurred more than six years previously, has disposed of all its 

17 assets, and has met the requirements of section lOB.12, 

18 subdivision 11, may notify any remaining creditors by certified 

19 mail and then file a termination report. 

20 Sec. 41. [lOB.28] [TRANSFER OF DEBTS.] 

21 Notwithstanding section lOB.27, a candidate may terminate 

22 the candidate's principal campaign committee for one state 
" 

23 office by transferring any debts of that committee to the 

24 candid~te's principal campaign committee for another state 

25 off ice if all outstanding unpai~ bills or loans from the 

26 committee being terminated are assumed and continuously reported 

27 by the committee to which the transfer is being made until paid 

28 or forgiven. A loan that is forgiven is covered by section 

29 lOB.12 and, for purposes of section lOB.23, is a contribution to 

30 the principal campaign committee from which the debt was 

31 transferred under this section. 

32 Sec. 42. Minnesota Statutes 20041 section 1290.13, is 

33 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

34 Subd. 5. [FREE TIME FOR POLITICAL CANDIDATES.] A station 

35 that receives a grant under this section must make available 

36 free time to each political candidate who has been designated by 
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1 the campaign finance and public disclosure board as 

2 participating in the public subsidy program under section 

3 lOB.22. The amount of free time is 30 minutes each election 

4 cycle for a candidate for state constitutional officer and 60 

5 seconds each election cycle for a candidate for the 

6 legislature. The free time for a candidate for state 

7 constitutional-officer or video clip must be b+oadcast time. 

8 The free time for a candidate for the legislature may be either 

9 broadcast time or an archived video clip on the station's Web 

10 site. The broadcast or video clip must include only the 

11 candidate speaking in the candidate's own voice. 

12 Sec. 43. Minnesot~ Statutes 2004, section 129D.14, is 

13 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

14 Subd. 7. [FREE TIME FOR POLITICAL CANDIDATES.] A station 

15 that receives a grant under this section must make available 

16 free time to each political candidate who has been designated by 

17 the ca~paign finance and public disclosure board as 

18 participating in the public subsidy program under section 

19 lOB.22. The amount of free time is 30 minutes each election 

20 · cycle for a candidate for state constitutional officer and ~O 

21 seconds each election cycle for a candidate for the 

22 legislature. The free time for a candidate for state 

23 constitutional officer or audio clip must be broadcast time. 

24 The free time for a candidate for the legislature may be .either 

25 broadcast time or ari archived audio clip on the station's Web 

26 site. The broadcast or audio clip must include only the 

27 candidate speaking in the candidate's own voice. 

28 Sec. 44. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 204B.ll, 

29 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

30 Subdivision 1. [AMOUNT; DISHONORED CHECKS; CONSEQUENCES.] 

31 Except as provided by subdivision 2, a filing fee shall be paid 

32 by each candidate who files an affidavit of candidacy. The fee 

33 shall be paid at the time the affidavit is filed. The amount of 

34 the filing fee shall vary with the office sought as follows: 

35 (a) for the office of governor, lieutenant governor, 

36 attorney general, state auditor, secretary of state, 
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1 representative in Congress, judge of the Supreme Court, judge of 

2 the Court of Appeals, or judge of the district court, $300; 

3 {b) for the office of senator in Congress, $400; 

4 {c) for office of senator or representative in the 

5 legislature,·$100; 

6 (d) for a county office, $50; and 

7 (e) for the office of soil and water conservation district 

8 supervisor, $20. 

9 For a candidate who has raised the necessary qualifying 

10 contributions and been designated by the campaign finance and 

11 public disclosure board under section lOB.22 as participating in 

12 the public subsidy program, no filing fee is required. 

13 For the office of presidential elector, and for those 

14 off ices for which no compensation is provided, no· filing fee is 

15 required. 

16 The filing fees received by the county auditor shall 

17 immediately be paid to the county treasurer. The filing fees 

18 received by the secretary of state shall immediately be paid to 

19 the commissioner of finance. 

20 When an affidavit of candidacy has been filed with the 

21 appropriate filing officer and the requisite filing fee has been 

22 paid, the filing fee shall not be refunded. If a candidate's 

23 filing fee is paid with a check, draft, or similar negotiable 

24 instrument for which sufficient funds are not available or that 

25 is dishonored, notice to the candidate of the worthless 

26 instrument must be sent by the filing officer via registered 

27 mail no later than in;amediately upon the closing of the filing 

28 deadline with return receipt requested. The candidate will have 

29 five days from the time the filing officer receives proof of 

30 receipt to issue a check or other instrument for which 

31 sufficient funds are available. The candidate issuing the 

32 worthless instrument is liable for a service charge pursuant to 
~ 

33 section 604.113. If adequate payment is not made, the name of 

34 the candidate must not appear on any official ballot and the 

35 candidate is liable for all costs incurred by election officials 

36 in removing the name from the ballot. 
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1 Sec. 45. [204B.275] [VOTER'S GUIDE.] 

2 Subdivision 1. [GUIDE REQUIRED.] At least 21 days before 

3 the state primary and the state general election,. the secretary 

4 of state shall publish a voter's guide. The secretary of state 

5 shall mail the voter's guide to every household in the state and 

6 then publish the guide on the secretary of state's Web site. 

7 Subd. 2. [GENERAL INFORMATION.] The voter's guide must 

8 include general voter information, including: requirements for 

9 voter eligibility; procedures for voter registration; day and 

10 date of election and hours to vote; information on how to find 

11 the location of the voter's correct polling place; information 

12 on procedures for obtaining application forms for voting by 

13 absentee ballot; information on assistance available to persons 

14 with disabilities and the right to time off from work to vote; 

15 maps of election districts and telephone numbers of state and 

16 county election officials; information about the political 

17 contribution refund program; and street address, telephone 

18 number, and Web site for the campaign finance and public 

19 disclosure board. 

20 Subd. 3. [POLITICAL PARTY INFORMATION.] The voter's. guide 

21 must include political party information, including: the name 

22 of each political party that has a candidate on the ballot in 

23 any partisan state or federal race; a summary of each party's 

24 basic purpose, written and authorized by the party in 250 words 

25 or less; and mailing address, telephone number, and Web site of 

26 each state party headquarters. 

27 Subd. 4. [ELECTED OFFICE INFORMATION.] The voter's guide 

28 must include elected office information, including: each state 

29 and federal off ice to which candidates are to be nominated or 

30 elected at the current election; reguirements and procedures to 

31 get on the ballot for each office; eligibility requirements and 

32 salary for each office; duties and responsibilities of each 

33 office; length of term for each office and number of terms 

34 allowed; street address, telephorte number, and Web site of the 

35 office (if available); and name of current office holder and 

36 number of terms served. 

Section 45 62 



12/02/04 [REVISOR ] CEL/JC 05-0580 

l Subd. 5. [CANDIDATE INFORMATION.] The voter's guide must 

2 include candidate information for all state and federal off ices 

3 to which candidates are to be nominated or elected, including 

4 the following: 

5 (1) candidates listed in alphabetical order after the 

6 description of the office they are seeking; 

7 (2) biographical information on each candidate provided by 

8 the candidate, not to exceed 50 words, and including political 

9 party affiliation (if running for partisan office), date of 

10 birth, ·number of years living in this state, current city or 

11 town of residence, current occupation, occupational background, 

12 educational background, experience with civic organizations, 

13 awards, and prior government experience; 

14 (3) a candidate photo if provided by the candidate; . 

15 (4) a candidate statement for partisan offices ·only, if 

16 provided by the candidate and not to exceed 250 words; and 

17 (5) address, telephone nu~ber, and Web site for the 

18 candidate's campaign. 

19 Subd. 6. [CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDME~TS.] The voter's guide 

20 must include proposed constitutional amendment information, 

21 including: reguirements and procedures· to get an amendment on 

22 the ballot; a summary of each proposed amendment written by the 

23 chief house and senate authors of the legislation proposing the 

24 amendment and not to exceed 100 words; the estimated cost of the 

25 proposed amendment determined by an independent financial 

26 analyst secured by the secretary of state; one statement in 

27 favor of and one statement against the amendment, not to exceed 

28 250 words·each, and names of individuals or organizations 

29 writing or supporting those arguments; and the full text of the 

30 proposed amendment. To obtain arguments for and against an 

31 amendment, the secretary of state shall reguest the arguments 

32 from the public 120 days before the general election. The 

33 amendment's legislative authors may write a statement in support 

34 of their amendment, or may select from those submitted to the 

35 secretary of state. The secretary of state shall select the 

36 most persuasive statement against the amendment. 
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1 Subd. 7. [FORMS.] The secretary of state or county auditor 

2 shall provide each person filing an affidavit of cand!dacy for 

3 state or federal office with blank forms and instructions to be 

4 used by the candidates to submit information for the voter's 

5 guide. Candidates must submit information for the voter's guide 

6 to the secretary of state no later than six weeks before the 

7 state primary election. The secretary of state shall not edit 

8 any. of the material submitted by a candidate. The secretary of 

9 state shall provide the candidates an opportunity to review 

10 their own submitted material before publication. 

11 Subd. 8. [REJECTION OF STATEMENT.] The secretary of state 

12 must reject and immediately return to the candidate any 

13 statement that exceeds the word limit provided in this section 

14 or that contains obscene or defamatory language, or contains any 

15 language that may not be legally circulated through the mail. 

16 No later than five business days after the rejection of any· 

17 material submitted by a candidate, an appeal of the decision of 

18 the secretary of state may be made to the board of review. The 

19 board of review consists of one member appointed by each of the 

20 following: the governor, speaker of the house, house minority 

21· leader, senate majority leader, and senate minority leader. The 

22 decision of the board in any appeal made as provided in this 

23 subdivision is final. Nothing in this section exempts the 

24 author of the material submitted to the secretary of state from 

25 any civil or criminal action for defamation or fraud. The , 

26 person writing, signing, or offering a statement to the 

27 secretary of state is deemed its author and publisher. 

28 Subd. 9. [COST.] The cost of producing the voter's guide 

29 must be paid from appropriations made to the secretary of state 

30 from the state elections campaign fund. 

31 Sec. 46. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 211A.13, is 

32 amended to read: 

33 211A.13 [PROHIBITED TRANSFERS.] 

34 A candidate for political subdivision office must not 

35 accept contributions from the principal·campaign committee of a 

36 candidate as defined in section %6A•6% lOB.01, subdivision 34 
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1 8. A candidate for political subdivision office must not make 

2 contributions to a principal campaign committee, unless the 

3 contribution is made from the personal funds of the candidate 

4 for political subdivision office. 

5 Sec. 47. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 211B.12, is 

6 amended to read: 

7 211B.12 [LEGAL EXPENDITURES.] 

8 Use of money collected for political purposes is prohibited 

9 unless the use is reasonably related to the conduct of election 

10 campaigns, or is a noncampaign disbursement as defined in 

11 section %9A.9% lOB.01, subdivision %6 20. The following are 

12 permitted expenditures when made for political purposes: 

13 (1) salaries, wages, and fees; 

14 (2)_communications, mailing, transportation, and travel; 

15 (3) campaign advertising; 

16 (4) printing; 

17 (5) office and other space and necessary equipment, 

18 furnishings, and incidental supplies; 

19 (6) charitable contributions of not more than $50 to any 

20 charity annually; and 

21 (7) other expenses, not included in clauses (1) to (6), 

22 that are reasonably related to the conduct of election campaigns. 

23 In addition, expenditures made for the purpose of providing 

24 information to constituents, whether or not related to the 

25 conduct of an election, are permitted expenses. Money collected 

26 for political purposes and assets of a political committee or 

27 political fund may not be converted to personal use. 

28 Sec. 48. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 211B.15, 

29 subdivision 16, is amended to read: 

30 Subd. 16. [EMPLOYEE POLITICAL FUND SOLICITATION.] Any 

31 solicitation of political contributions by an employee must be 

32 in writing, informational and nonpartisan in nature, and not 

33 promotional for any particular candidate or group of 

34 candidates. The solicitation must consist only of a general 

35 request on behalf of an-~ndependene-pe%~e~ea%-eemm~eeee-ta 

36 conduit fundt, and as defined in section lOB.01, subdivision 9, 
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1 and must state that there is no minimum contribution, that a 

2 contribution or lack thereof will in no way impact the 

3 employee's employment, that the employee must direct the 

4 contribution to candidates of the employee's choice, and that 

S any response by the employee shall remain confidential and shall 

6 not be directed to the employee's supervisors or managers. 

7 Qu~stions from an employee regarding a solicitation may be 

8 answered orally or in writing consistent with the above 

9 requirements. Nothing in this subdivision authorizes a 

10 corporate donation of an employee's time prohibited under 

11 subdivision 2. 

12 Sec. 49. [211B.22] [PARTICIPATING CANDIDATE CAMPAIGN 

13 MATERIAL.] 

14 A candidate may not claim in any campaign material or 

lS communication to be a "participating candidate" unless the 

16 candidate has been designated a participating candidate by the 

17 campaign finance and public disclosure board under section 

18 lOB.22 for participating in the public subsidy program. 

19 Sec. so. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 290.191, 

20 subdivision S, is amended to read: 

21 Subd. S. [DETERMINATION OF SALES FACTOR.] For purposes of 

22 this section, the following ruies apply in determining the sales 

23 factor. 

24 (a) The s~les factor includes all sales, gross earnings, or 

2S receipts received in the ordinary course of the business, except 

26 that the following types pf income are not included in the sales 

27 factor: 

28 (1) interest; 

29 (2) dividends; 

30 (3) sales of capital assets as defined in section 1221 of 

31 the Internal Revenue Code; 

32 (4) s~les of property used in the trade or business, except 

33 sales of leased property of a type which is regularly sold as 

34 well as leased; 

3S {S) sales of debt instruments as defined in section 

36 127S(a)(l) of the Internal Revenue Code or sales of stock; and 
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1 (6) royalties, fees, or other like income of a type which 

2 qualify for a subtraction from federal taxable income under 

3 section 290.01, subdivision 19d(l0). 

4 (b) Sales of tangible personal property are made within 

5 this state if the property is received by a purchaser at a point 

6 within this state, and the taxpayer is taxable in this state, 

7 regardless of the f .o.b. point, other conditions of the sale, or 

8 the ultimate destination of the property. 

9 (c) Tangible personal property delivered to a common or 

10 contract carrier or foreign vessel for delivery to a purchaser 

11 in another state or nation is a sale in that state or nation, 

12 regardless of f .o.b. point or other conditions of the sale. If 

13 the taxpayer is not taxable in the state of the delivery and the 

14 property is shipped from an office, factory, warehouse, or other 

15 place of storage in this state, sales of tangible personal 

16 property outside this state are attributed to this state 

17 regardless of the terms of shipping, delivery, or other 

18 conditions of sale. 

19 (d) Notwithstanding paragraphs (b) and {c), when 

20 intoxicating liquor, wine, fermented malt beverages, cigarettes,. 

21 or tobacco products are sold to a purchaser who is licensed by a 

22 state or political subdivision to resell this property only 

23 within the state of ultimate destination, the sale is made in 

24 that state. 

25 (e) Sales made by or through a corporation that is 

26 qualified as a domestic international sales corporation under 

27 section 992 of the Internal Revenue Code are not considered to 

28 have been made within this state. 

29 (f) Sales, rents, royalties, and other income in connection 

30 with real property is attributed to the state in which the 

31 property is located. 

32 {g) Receipts from the lease or rental of tangibl~ personal 

33 property, including finance leases and true leases, must be 

34 attributed to this state if the property is located in this 

35 state and to other states if the property is not located in this 

36 state. Receipts from the lease or rental of moving property 
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1 . including, but not limited to, motor vehicles, rolling stock, 

2 aircraft, vessels, or mobile equipment are included in the 

3 numerator of the receipts factor to the extent that the property 

4 is used in this state. The extent of the use of moving property 

5 is determined as follows: 

6 (1) A motor vehicle is used wholly in the state in which it 

7 is registered. 

8 (2) The extent that rolling stock is used in this state is 

9 determined by multiplying the receipts from the lease or rental 

10 of the rolling stock by a fraction, the numerator of which is 

11 the miles traveled withip this state by the leased or rented 

12 rolling stock and the denominator of which is the total miles 

13 traveled by the leased or rented rolling stock. 

14 (3) The extent that an aircraft is used in this state is 

15 determined by multiplying the receipts from the lease or rental 

16 ·of the aircraft by a fraction, the numerator of which is the 

17 number of landings of the aircraft in this state and the 

18 denominator of which is the total number of landings of the 

19 aircraft. 

20 (4) The extent that a vessel, mobile equipment, or other 

21 mobile property is used in the state is determined by 

22 multiplying the receipts from the lease or rental of the 

23 property by a f.raction, the numerator of which is the number of 

24 days during the taxable year the property was in this state and 

25 the denominator of which is the total days in the taxable year. 

26 (h) Royalties and other income not described in paragraph 

27 (a), clause (6), received for the.use of or for the privilege of 

28 using intangible property, including·patents, know-how, 

29 formulas, designs, processes, patterns, copyrights, trade names, 

30 service names, franchises, licenses, contracts, customer lists, 

31 or similar items, must be attributed to the state in which the 

32 pr::iperty is used by the purchaser. If the property is used in 

33 more than one state, the royalties or other income must be 

34 apportioned to this state pro rata according to the portion of 

35 use in this state. If the portion of use in this state cannot 

36 be determined, the royalties or other income must be excluded 
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1 from both the numerator and the denominator. Intangible 

2 property is used in this state if the purchaser uses the 

3 intangible property or the rights therein in the regular course 

4 of its business operations in this state, regardless of the 

5 location of the purchaser's customers. 

6 (i) Sales of intangible property are made within the state 

7 in which the property is used by the purchaser. If the property 

8 is ·used in more than one state, the sales must be apportioned to 

9 this state pro rata according to the portion of use in this 

10 state. If the portion of use in this state cannot be 

11 determined, the sale must be excluded from both the numerator 

12 and the denominator of the sales factor. Intangible property is 

13 used in this state if the purchaser used the intangible property 

14 in the regular course of its.business operations in this state. 

15 {j) Receipts from the performance of services must be 

16 attributed to the state where the services are received. For 

17 the purposes of this section, receipts from the performance of 

18 services provided to a corporation, partnership, or trust may 

19 only be attributed to a state where it has a fixed place of 

20 doing business. If the state where the services are received is 

21 not readily determinable or is a state where the corporation, 

22 partnership, or trust receiving the service does not have a 

23 fixed place of doing business~ the services shall be deemed to 

24 be received at the location of the off ice of the customer from 

25 which the services were ordered in the regular course of the 

26 customer's trade or business. If the ordering off ice cannot be 

27 determined, the services shall be deemed to be received at the 

28 office of the customer to which the services are billed. If the 

29 taxpayer is not taxable in the state of the purchaser, the sal! 

30 is attributed to this state if the greater proportion of the 

31 service is performed in this state. 

32 [EFFECTIVE DATE.] This section is effective for taxable 

33 years beginning after December 31, 2004. 

34 Sec. 51. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 340A.404,. 

35 subdivision 10, is amended to read: 

36 Subd. 10. [TEMPORARY ON-SALE LICENSES.] The governing body 
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1 of a municipality may issue to (1) a club or charitable, 

2 religious, or other nonprofit organization in existence for at 

3 least three years, (2) a political committee registered under 

4 section iSA.i4 lOB.07, or (3) a state university, a temporary 

5 license for the on-sale of intoxicating liquor in connection 

6 with a social event within the municipality sponsored by the 

7 licensee. The license may authorize the on-sale of intoxicating 

8 liquor for not more than four consecutive days, and may 

9 authorize on-sales on premises other than premises the licensee 

10 owns or permanently occupies. The license may provide that the 

11 licensee may contract for intoxicating liquor catering services 

12 with the holder of a full-year on-sale intoxicating liquor 

13 license issued by any municipality. The licenses are subject to 

14 the terms, including a license fee, imposed by the issuing 

15 municipality. Licenses issued under this subdivision are 

16 subject to all laws and ordinances governing the sale of 

17 intoxicating liquor except sections 340A.409 and 340A.504, 

18 subdivision 3, paragraph (d), and those laws and ordinances 

19 which by their nature are not applicable. Licenses under this 

20 subdivision are not valid unless first approved by the 

21 commissioner of public safety. 

22 A county under this section may issue a temporary license 

23 only to a premises located in the unincorporated or unorganized 

24 territory of the county. 

25 Sec. 52. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 353.03, 

26 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

27 Subdivision 1. [MANAGEMENT; COMPOSITION; ELECTION.] The 

28 management of the public employees retirement fund is vested in 

29 an 11-member board of trustees consisting ·of ten members and the 

30 state auditor who may designate a deputy auditor with expertise 

31 in pension matters as the auditor's representative on the 

32 board. The governor shall appoint five trustees to four-year 

33 terms, one of whom shall be designated to represent school 

34 boards, one to represent cities, one to represent counties, one 

35 who is a retired annuitant, and one who is a public member 

36 knowledgeable in pension matters. The membership of the 
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1 association, including recipients of retirement annuities and 

2 disability and survivor benefits, shall elect five trustees, one 

3 of whom must be a member of the police and fire fund and one of 

4 whom must be a former member who met the definition of public 

5 employee under section 353.01, subdivisions 2 and 2a, for at 

6 least five years prior to terminating membership or a member who 

7 receives a disability benefit, for terms of four years. Except 

8 as provided in this subdivision, trustees elected by the 

9 membership of the association must be public employees and 

10 members of the association. For seven days beginning October 1 

11 of each year preceding a year in which an election is held, the 

12 association shall accept at its office filings in person or by 

13 mail of candidates for the board of trustees. A candidate shall 

14 submit at the time of filing a nominating petition signed by 25 

15 or more members of the fund. No name may be withdrawn from 

16 nomination by the nominee after October 15. At the request of a 

17 candidate for an elected position on the board of trustees, the 

18 board shall mail a statement of up to 300 words prepared by the 

19 candidate to all persons eligible to vote in the election of the 

20 candidate. The board may adopt policies to govern form and 

21 length of these statements, timing of mailings, and deadlines 

22 for submitting materials to be mailed. These policies must be 

23 approved by the secretary of state. The secretary of state 

24 shall resolve disputes between the board and a candidate 

25 concerning application of these policies to a particular 

26 statement. A candidate who: 

27 (1) receives contributions or makes expenditures in excess 

28 of $100; or 

29 (2) has given implicit or explicit consent for any other 

30 person to receive contributions or make expenditures in excess 

31 of $100 for the purpose of bringing about the candidate's 

32 election, shall file a report with the campaign finance and 

33 public disclosure board disclosing the source and amount of all 

34 contributions to the candidate's campaign. The campaign finance 

35 and public disclosure board shall prescribe forms governing 

36 these disclosures. Expenditures and contributions have the 
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1 meaning defin.ed in section %9A;;9% lOB. 01. These terms do not 

2 include the mailing made by the association board on behalf of 

3 the candidate. ·A candidate shall file a report within 30 days 

4 from the day that the results of the election are announced. 

5 The Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board shall maintain 

6 these reports and make them available for public inspection in 

7 the same manner as the board maintains and makes available other 

8 reports filed with it. By January 10 of each year in which 

9 elections are to be held the board shall distribute by mail to 

10 the members ballots listing the candidates. No member may vote 

11 for more than one candidate for each board position to be 

12 filled. A ballot indicating a vote for more than one person for 

13 any position is void. No special marking may be used on the 

14 ballot to indicate incumbents. The last day for mailing ballots 

15 to the fund is January 31. Terms expire on January 31 of the 

16 fourth year, and positions are vacant until newly elected 

17 members are qualified. The ballot envelopes must be so designed 

18 and the ballots counted in a manner that ensures that each vote 

19 is secret. 

20 The secretary of state shall supervise the elections. ·The 

21 board of trustees and the executive director shall undertake 

22 their activities consist~nt with chapter 356A. 

23 Sec. 53. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 383B~042, 

24 subdivision 5, is amended to read: 

25 Subd. 5. "Candidate" means an individual, not within the 

26 definition of candidate of section %9A.9% lOB.01, subdivision %9 

27 ~, who seeks nomination or election ·to any county off ice in 

28 Hennepin County, to any city office in any home rule charter 

29 city or statutory city located wholly within Hennepin County and 

30 having a population of 75,000 or more or to the school board of 

31 Special School District No. 1, Minneapolis. 

32 Sec. 54. [TRANSITION.] 

33 Subdivision 1. [ELECTION CYCLE.] Notwithstanding Minnesota 

34 Statutes, section lOB.01, subdivision 14, the first election 

35 cycle begins on the effective date of Minnesota Statutes, 

36 section lOB.13, and concludes on December 31 following the next 
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1 general election for the office. 

2 Subd. 2. [CONTRIBUTION LIMITSo] Contributions to a 

3 candidate that were made before the effective date of Minnesota 

4 Statutes, section lOB .• 13, and were lawful when made need not be 

5 refunded, even though they exceed the new limits on 

6 . contributions in Minnesota Statutes, section lOB.13. 

7 Subd. 3. [EXPENDITURE LIMITS.] All spending limit 

8 agreements filed with the campaign finance and public disclosure 

9 board before the effective date of Minnesota Statutes, section 

10 lOB.19, become void on that date and all eligibility for 

11 continued public subsidies under Minnesota Statutes, chapter lOA 

12 or 290, is ended on that date. The new expenditure limits and 

13 eligibility for a public subsidy under this act apply to 

14 candidates who sign and file with the campaign finance and 

15 public disclosure board a new spending limit agreement under 

16 Minnesota Statutes, section lOB.19, on or after its effective 

17 date. 

18 Subd. 4. [CARRYFORWARD .• ] The carryforward limitations in 

19 Minnesota Statutes, section·10B.24, apply to assets on hand on 

20 the effective date of that section, except that capital assets 

21 of a principal campaign committee acquired more than 90 _days 

22 before the effective date of Minnesota Statutes, section lOB.24, 

23 may be carried forward to the first election cycle under this 

24 act without limit on their value. 

25 Sec. 55. [REPEALER.] 

26 Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections lOA.01, subdivisions 3, 

27 4, 6, 7,_ 9,· 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 23, 25, 26, 27, 

28 28, 29, 30, 32, 34,. and 36; lOA.105; lOA.11; lOA.12; lOA.13; 

29 lOA.14; lOA.15; lOA.16; lOA.17; lOA.18; lOA.20; lOA.24; lOA.241; 

30 lOA.242; lOA.25; lOA.255; lOA.257; lOA.27; lOA.273; lOA.275; 

31 lOA.28; lOA.29; lOA.30; lOA.31; lOA.315; lOA.321; lOA.322; 

32 lOA.323; lOA.324; and 290.06, subdivision 23, are repealed. 

33 Sec. 56. [INSTRUCTION TO REVISOR.] 

34 In the next edition of Minnesota Statutes, the reviser of 

35 statutes must note that the sections of Minnesota St~tutes 

36 listed in column A have been reenacted, as amended, as the 
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1 sections of Minnesota Statutes listed in column B, as follows: 

2 Column A Column B 

3 lOA.01, subd. 3 lOB.01, subd. 2 

4 subd. 4 subd. 3 

5 subd. 6 subd. 4 

6 subd. 7 .subd. 5 

7 subd. 9 subd. 7 

8 subd. 10 subd. 8 

9 subd. lOa subd. 9 

10 subd. 11 subd. 10 

11 subd. 12 subd. 11 

12 subd. 13 subd. 12 

13 subd. 15 subd. 13 

14 subd •. 16 subd. 14 

15 subd. 17 subd. 15 

16 subd. 18 subd. 16 

17 subd. 20 subd .• 17 

18 subd. 23 subd. 18 

19 subd. 25 subd. 19 

20 subd. 26 subd. 20 

21 subd. 27 subd. 21 

22 subd. 28 subd. 22 

23 subd. 29 sti.bd. 23 

24 subd. 30 subd. 24 

25 subd. 32 subd. 25 

26 subd. 34 subd. 26 

27 subd. 36 subd. 27 

28 lOA.105 lOB.02 

29 lOA.11 lOB.03 

30 lOA.12 lOB.04 

31 lOA.13 lOB.06 

32 lOA.14 lOB.07 

33 lOA.15 lOB.08 

34 lOA.16 lOB.09 

35 lOA.17 lOB.10 

36 lOA.18 lOB.11 
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1 lOA .. 20 lOB .. 12 

2 lOA .. 24 lOB .. 27 

3 lOA .. 241 lOB.28 

4 lOA.242 lOB.26 

5 lOA. 25 lOB.17 

6 lOA.255 lOB.22, subd. 3 

7 lOA.257 lOB.24 

8 lOA.27 lOB.13 

9 lOA.273 lOB.14 

10 lOA.275 lOB.19 

11 lOA.28, subd. 1 lOB.25, subd. 2 

12 subd .. 2 subd. 1 

13 subd. 3 subd. 3 

14 subd. 4 subd. 4 

15 lOA.29 lOB.15 

16 lOA.315 lOB.22, subd. 6 

17 lOA.322 lOB.19 

18 lOA.323 lOB.20 

19 lOA.324 lOB.23 

20 290.06, subd. 23 lOB.16 

21 Sec. 57. [EFFECTIVE DATE.·] 

22 Except as otherwise provided, this act is effective August 

23 1, 2005. 
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lOA.01 DEFINITIONS. 
Subd. 3. Advance of credit. "Advance of credit" 

means any money owed for goods provided or services rendered. 
"Advance of credit" does not mean a loan as defined in 
subdivision 21. 

Subd. 4. Approved expenditure. "Approved expenditure" 
means an expenditure made on behalf of a candidate by an entity 
other than the principal campaign committee of the candidate, if 
the expenditure is made with the authorization or expressed or 
implied consent of, or in cooperation or in concert with, or at 
the request or suggestion of the candidate, the candidate's 
principal campaign committee, or the candidate's agent. An 
approved expenditure is a contribution to that candidate. 

Subd. 6. Association. "Association" means a group of 
two or more persons, who are not all members of an immediate 
family, acting in concert. 

Subd. 7. Ballot question. "Ballot question" means a 
question or proposition that is placed on the ballot and that 
may be voted on by all voters of the state. "Promoting or 
defeating a ballot question" includes activities related to 
qualifying the question for placement on the ballot. 

Subd. 9. Campaign expenditure. "Campaign 
expenditure .. or "expenditure" means a purchase or payment of 
money or anything of value, or an advance of· credit, made or 
incurred for the purpose of influencing the nomination or 
election of a candidate or for the purpose of promoting or 
defeating a ballot question. 

An expendi tur·e is considered to be made in the year in 
which the candidate made the purchase of goods or services or 
incurred an obligation to pay for goods or services. 

An expenditure made for the purpose of defeating a 
candidate is considered· made for the purpose of influencing the 
nomination or election of that candidate or any opponent of that 
candidate. 

Except as provided in clause (1), "expenditure" includes 
the dollar value of a donation in kind. 

"Expenditure .. does not include: 
(t) noncampaign disbursements as defined in subdivision 26; 
(2) services provided without compensation by an individual 

volunteering personal time on behalf of a candidate, ballot 
question, political committee, political fund, principal 
campaign committee, or party unit; or 
. (3) the publishing or broadcasting of news items or 
editorial comments by the news media. 

Subd. 10. Candidate. "Candidate" means an individual 
who seeks nomination or election as a state constitutional 
officer, legislator, or judge. An individual is deemed to seek 
nomination or election if the individual has taken the action 
necessary under the law of this state to qualify for nomination 
or election, has received contributions or made expenditures in 
excess of $100, or has given implicit or explicit consent for 
any other person to receive contributions or make expenditures 
in excess of $100, for the purpose of bringing about the 
individual's nomination or election. A candidate remains a 
candidate until the candidate's principal campaign committee is 
dissolved as provided in section lOA.24. 

Subd. 11. Contribution. (a) "Contribution" means 
mon~y, a negotiable instrument, or a donation in kind that is 
given to a political committee, political fund, principal 
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·campaign committee, or party unit. 
(b) "Contribution" includes a loan or advance of credit to 

a political committee, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, or party unit, if the loan or advance of credit is: 
(1) forgiven; or (2) repaid by an individual or an association 
other than the political committee, political fund, principal 
campaign committee, or party unit to which the loan or advance 
of credit was made. if an advance of credit or a loan is 
forgiven or repaid as provided in this paragraph, it is a 
contribution in the year in which the loan or advance of credit 
was made. 

(c) "Contribution" does not include services provided 
without compensation by an individual volunteering personal time 
on behalf of a candidate, ballot question, political committee, 
political fund, principal campaign committee, or party unit, or 
the publishing or broadcasting of news items or editorial 
comments by the news media. 

Subd. 12. Depository. "Depository" means a bank, 
savings association, or credit union organized under federal or 
state law and transacting .business within this state. 

Subd. 13. Donation in kind. "Donation in kind" means 
anything of value that .is given, other than money or negotiable 
instruments. An approved expenditure is a donation in kind. 

Subd. 15. Election. "Election" means a primary, 
special primary, general, or special election. 

Subd. 16. Election cycle. "Election cycle" means the 
period from January 1 following a.general elerition for an office 
to December 31 following the next general election for that 
office, except that uelection cycle" for a special election 
means the period from the date the special election writ is 
issued to 60 days after the special election is held. 

Subd. 17. Financial institution. "Financial 
institution" means a lending institution chartered by an agency 
of the f~deral government or regulated by the commissioner of 
commerce. 

Subd. 18. Independent expenditure. "Independent 
expenditure" means an expenditure expressly advocating the 
election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate, if the 
expenditure is made without the express or implied consent, 
authorization, or cooperation of, and not in concert with or at 
the request or suggestion of, any candidate or any candidate's 
principal campaign committee or agent. An independent 
expenditure is not a contribution to that candidate. An 
expenditure by a political party or political party unit in a 
race where the political party has a candidate on the ballot is 
not an independent expenditure. 

Subd. 20. Loan. "Loan" means an advance of money or 
anything of value made to a political committee, political fund, 
principal campaign committee, or party unit. 

Subd. 23. Major political party. "Major political 
party" means a major political party as defined in section 
200.02, subdivision 7. 

Subd. 25. Minor political party. "Minor political 
party" means a minor political party as defined in section 
200.02, subdivision 23. 

Subd. 26. Noncampaign disbursement. "Noncampaign 
disbursement" means a purchase or payment of money or anyt~ing 
of value made, or·an advance of credit incurred, or a donation 
in kind received, by a principal campaign committee for any of. 
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the following purposes: 
(1) payment for accounting and legal services; 
(2) return of a contribution to the source; 
(3) repayment of a loan made to the principal campaign 

committee by that committee; 
(4) return of a public subsidy; 
(5) payment for food, beverages, entertainment, and 

facility rental for a fund-raising event; 
(6) services for a constituent by a member of the 

legislature or a constitutional officer in the executive branch, 
performed from the beginning of the term of off ice to 
adjournment sine die of the legislature in the election year for 
the office held, and half the cost of services for a constituent 
by a member of the legislature or a constitutional officer in 
the executive branch performed from adjournment sine die to 60 
days after adjournment sine die; 

(7) payment for food and beverages provided to campaign 
volunteers while they are engaged in campaign activities; 

(8) payment of expenses incurred by elected or appointed 
leaders of a legislative caucus in carrying out their leadership 
responsibilities; 

(9) payment by a principal campaign committee of the 
candidate's expenses for serving in public office; other than 
for personal uses; 

(10) costs of child care for the candidate's children when 
campaigning; 

(11) fees paid to attend a campaign school; 
(12) costs of a postelection party during the election year 

when a candidate's name will no longer appear on a ballot or the 
general election is concluded, whichever occurs first; 

(13) interest on loans paid by a principal campaign 
committee on outstanding loans; 

(14) filing·fees; 
(15) post-general election thank-you notes or 

advertisements in the news media; 
(16) the cost of campaign material purchased to replace 

defective campaign material, if the defective material is 
destroyed witho~t being used; 

(17) contributions to a party unit; and 
(18) other purchases or payments specified in board rules 

or advisory opinions as being for any purpose other than to 
influence the nomination or election of a candidate or to 
promote or defeat a ballot question. 

The board.must determine whether an activity involves a 
noncampaign disbursement within the meaning of this subdivision. 

A noncampaign disbursement·is considered to be made in the 
year in which the candidate made the purchase of goods or 
services or incurred an obligation to pay for goods or services. 

Subd. 27. Political committee. "Political committee" 
means an association whose major purpose is to influence the 
nomination ·or election of a candidate or to promote or defeat a 
ballot question, other than a principal campaign committee or a 
political party unit. 

Subd. 28. Political fund. "Political fund" means an 
accumulation of dues or voluntary contributions by an 
association other than a political committee, principal campaign 
committee, or party unit, if the accumulation is collected or 
expended to influence the nomination or election of a candidate 
or to promote or defeat a ballot question. 

lOA.01 3R 



APPENDIX 
Repealed Minnesota Statutes for 05-0580 

Subd. 29. Political party.· "Political party" means a 
major political party or a minor political party. A political 
party is the aggregate of all its political party units in this 
state. 

Subd. 30. Political party unit or party unit. 
"Political party unit" or "party unit" means the state committee 
or the party organization within a_house of the legislature, 
congressional district, county, legislative district, 
municipality, or precinct. 

Subd. 32. Population. "Population" means the 
population established by the most recent federal census, by a 
special census taken by the United States Bureau of the Census, 
by an estimate made by the Metropolitan Council, or by ·an 
estimate made by the state demographer under section 4A.02, 
wh_ichever has the latest stated date of count or estimate. 

Subd. 34. Principal campaign committee. "Principal 
campaign committee" means a principal campaign committee formed 
under section lOA.105. 

Subd. 36. State committee. "State committee" means 
the organization that, by virtue of the bylaws of a political 
party, is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the 
political party at the state level. 
lOA.105 PRINCIPAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE. 

Subdivision 1. Single committee. A candidate must 
not accept contributions from a source, other than self, in 
aggregate in excess of $100 or accept a public subsidy unless 
the candidate designates and causes to be formed a-single 
principal campaign committee for each office sought. A 
candidate may not authorize, designate, or cause to be formed 
any other political committee bearing the candidate's name or 
title or otherwise operating under the direct or indirect 
control of the candidate. However, a candidate may be involved 
in the direct or indirect control of a party unit. 

Subd. 2. Replacement of officers. A candidate may at 
any time without cause remove and replace the chair, treasurer, 
deputy treasurer, or any other officer of the candidate's 
principal campaign committee. 
lOA.11 ORGANIZATION OF COMMITTEES AND PARTY UNITS. 

Subdivision 1. Chair and treasurer. A political 
committee, principal campaign commi~tee, or party unit must have 
a chair and a treasurer. The chair and treasurer may be the 
same individual. 

Subd. 2. Treasurer vacancy. A political committee, 
principal campaign committee, or party unit may not accept a 
contribution or make an expenditure or permit a~ expenditure to 
be made on its behalf while the office of treasurer is vacant. 

Subd. 3. Deputy treasurers. The treasurer of a 
political committee, principal campaign committee, or party unit 
may appoint as many deputy treasurers as necessary and is 
responsible for their·accounts. 

Subd. 4. Depositories. The treasurer of a political 
committee, principal campaign committee, or party unit may 
designate one or two depositories in each county in which a 
campaign is conducted. 

Subd. 5. Commingling prohibited. A political 
committee, principal campaign committee, or party unit may not 
commingle its funds with personal funds of officers, members, or 
associates of the committee. 

Subd. 7. Penalty. A person who knowingly violates 
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this section is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board 
of up to $1,000. 
lOA.12 POLITICAL· FUNDS. 

Subdivision 1. When required. An association other 
than a political committee or party unit may not contribute more 
than $100 in aggregate in any one year to candidates, political 
committees, or party units or make any approved·or independent 
expenditure or expenditure to promote or defeat a ballot 
question unless the contribution or expenditure is made from a 
political fund. 

Subd. 2. Commingling prohibited. The contents of a 
political fund may not be commingled with other funds or with 
the pe.rsonal funds of an officer or ·member of the fund. 

·subd. 3. Treasurer. An association that has a 
political fund must elect or appoint a treasurer of the 
political fund. 

Subd. 4. Treasurer vacancy. A political fund may not 
accept a contribution or make an expenditure or contribution 
from the political fund while the office of treasurer of the 

. political fund is vacant. 
Subd. 5. Dues or membership fees. An association 

may, if not prohibited by other law, deposit in its political 
fund money derived from dues or membership fees. Under section 
lOA.20, the treasurer of the fund must disclose the name of any 
member whose dues, membership fees, and contributions deposited 
in the political fund together exceed $100 in a-year. 

Subd. 6. Penalty. A person who knowingly violates 
this section is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board 
of up to $1,000. 
lOA.13 ACCOUNTS THAT MUST BE KEPT. 

Subdivision 1. Accounts; penalty. The treasurer of a 
political committee, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, ~r party unit must keep· an account of: 

(1) the sum of all contributions, except any donation in 
kind valued at $20 or less, made· to the committee, fund, or 
party unit; 

(2) the name and address of each source of a contribution 
made to the committee, fund, or party unit in excess of $20, 
together with the date and amount of each; 

(3) each expenditure made by the committee, fund, or party 
unit, together with the date and amount; 

. (4) each approved expenditure made on behalf of the 
committee, fund, or party unit, together with the date and 
amount; and 

(5) the name and address of each political committee, 
political fund, principal campaign c·ommittee, or party unit to 
which contributions in excess of $20 have been made, together 
with the date and amount. 

Any individual who knowingly violates this subdivision is 
subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $1,000. 

Subd. 2. Receipts. The treasurer must obtain a 
receipted bill, stating the particulars, for every expenditure 
over $100 made by, or approved expenditure over $100 made on 
behalf of, the committee, fund, or party unit, and for any 
expenditure or approved expenditure in a lesser amount if the 
aggregate amount of lesser expenditures and approved 
expenditures made to the same individual or association during 
the same year exceeds $100. 
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lOA.14 REGISTRATION. 
Subdivision 1. First registration. The treasurer of 

a political committee, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, or party unit must register with the board by filing 
a statement of organization no later than 14 days after the 
committee, fund, or party unit has made a contribution, received 
contributions, or made expenditures in excess of $100. 

Subd. 2. Form. The statement of organization must 
include: 

(1) the name and address of the committee, fund, or party 
unit; 

(2) the name and address of the chair of a political 
committee, principal campaign committee, or party unit; 

(3) the name and address of any supporting association of a 
political fund; 

(4) the name and address of the treasurer and any deputy 
treasurers; 

(5) a listing of all depositories or safety deposit boxes 
used; and 

(6) for the state committee of a political party only, a 
list of its party units. . · 

Subd. 4. Failure to file; penalty. The board must 
send a notice by certified mail to any individual who fails to 
file a statement required by this section. If the individual. 
fails to file a statement within ten business days after the 
notice was sent, the board may impose a late filing fee of $5 
per day, not to exceed $100, commencing with the 11th day after 
the notice was sent. 

The board must send an additional notice by certified mail 
to any individual who fails to file a statement within 14 days 
after the first notice was sent by the board that the individual 
may be subject to a civil penalty for failure to file the 
report. An individual who fails to file the statement within 
seven days after the second notice was sent by. the board is 
subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $1,000. 
lOA.15 CONTRIBUTIONS. 

Subdivision 1. Anonymous contributions. A political 
committee, political fund, principal campaign committee, or 
party unit may not retain an anonymous contribution in excess of 
$20, but must forward it to the board for deposit in the general 
account of the state elections campaign fund. 

·subd. 2. Source; amount; date. An individual who 
receives a contribution in excess of $20 for a political 
committee; political fund, principal campaign committee, or 
party unit must, on demand of the treasurer, inform the 
treasurer of the name and, if known, the.address of the source 
of the contribution, the amount of the contribution, and the 
date it was received. 

Subd. 3. Deposit. All contributions received by or 
on behalf of a candidate,· principal campaign committee, 
political committee, political fund, or·party unit must be 
deposited in an account designated "Campaign Fund of ••••• (name 
of candidate, committee, fund, or party unit)." All 
contributions must be deposited promptly upon receipt and, 
except for contributiops received during the last three days of 
a. reporting period as described in section lOA.20, must be 
deposited during the reporting period in which they were 
received. A contribution received during the last three days of 
a reporting period must be deposited within 72 hours after 
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receipt and must be reported as received during the reporting 
period whether or not deposited within that period. A 
candidate, principal campaign committee, political committee, 
political fund, or party unit may refuse to accept a 
contribution •. A deposited contribution may be returned to the 
contributor within 60 days after deposit. A contribution 
deposited and not returned within 60 days after that deposit 
must be reported as accepted. 

Subd. 3a. Excess. A treasurer of a principal 
campaign committee of a candidate may not deposit a contribution 
that on its face exceeds the limit on contributions to the 
candidate pre~cribed by section lOA.27 unless, at the time of 
deposit, the treasurer issues a check to the source for the 
amount of the excess. 

Subd. 3b. Attributable contributions. Contributions . 
made to a candidate or principal campaign committee that are 
directed to the candidate or principal campaign committee by a 
political fund, committee, or party unit must be reported as 
attributable to the political fund, committee, or party unit and 
count toward the contribution limits of that fund, committee, or 
party unit specified in section lOA.27, if the fund, committee, 
or party unit was organized or is operated primarily to direct 
contributions other than from its own money to one or more 
candidates or principal campaign committees. The treasurer of 
the political fund, comm~ttee, or party unit must advise the 
candidate or the candidate's principal campaign committee if the 
contribution or contributions are not from the money of the 
fund, committee, or party unit and the original source of the 
money. As used in this subdivision, the term "direct" includes, 
but is not limited to, order, command, control, or instruct. A 
violation of this subdivision is a violation of section lOA.29. 

Subd. 3c. Related committees. An individual, 
association, political committee, political fund, or party unit 
may establish, finance, maintain, or control a political 
committee, political fund, or party unit. One who does this is 
a "parent." The political committee, fund, or party unit so 
established, financed, maintained, or controlled is a 
"subsidiary." If the parent is an association, the association 
must create a political committee or political fund to serve as 
the parent for reporting purposes. A subsidiary must report its 
contribution to a candidate or principal campaign committee as 
attributable to its parent, and the c.ontribution is counted 
toward the contribution limits in section lOA.27 of the parent 
as well as of the subsidiary. 

Subd. 4. Penalty. An individual violating this 
section is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up 
to $1,000. . 

Subd. 5. Registration number on checks. A 
contribution made to a candidate by a lobbyist, politica~ 
committee, political fund, or party unit must show the name of 
the lobbyist, political committee, political fund, or party unit 

·and the-number under which it is registered with the board. 
lOA.16 EARMARKING CONTRIBUTIONS PROHIBITED. 

An individual, political committee, political fund, 
principal campaign committee, or party unit may not solicit or 
accept a contribution from any source with the express or 
implied condition that the contribution or any part of it be 
directed to a particular candidate other than the initial 
recipient. An individual, political committee, political fund, 
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principal campaign committee, or party unit that knowingly 
accepts any earmarked contribution is guilty of a gross 
misdemeanor and subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board 
of up to $3,000. 
IOA.17 EXPENDITURES. 

Subdivision 1. Authorization. A political committee, 
political fund, principal campaign committee, or party unit may 

· not expend money unless the expenditure is authorized by the 
treasurer or deputy treasurer of that committee, fund, or party 
unit. 

Subd. 2. Written authorization. An individual or 
association may not make an approved expenditure of more than 
$20 without receiving written authorization from the treasurer 
of the principal campaign committee of the candidate who 
approved the expenditure stating the amount that may be spent 
and the purpose of the expenditure. 

Subd. 3. Petty cash. The treasurer or deputy 
treasurer of a politica.l committee, principal campaign 
committee, or party unit may sign vouchers for petty cash of up 
to $100 per week for statewide elections or $20 per week for 
legislative elections, to be used for miscellaneous expenditures. 

Subd. 3a. Personal loans. A principal campaign 
committee, political committee, political fund, or party unit 
may not lend money it has raised to anyone for purposes not 
related to the conduct of a·campaign. 

Subd. 4. Independent expenditures. An individual, 
political committee, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, or party unit that independently solicits or accepts 
contributions or makes independent expenditures on behalf of a 
candidate must publicly disclose that the expenditure is an 
independent expenditure. All written communications with those 
from whom contributions are independently solicited or accepted 
or to whom independent expenditures are made on behalf of a 
candidate must contain a statement in conspicuous type that the 
activity is an independent expenditure and is not approved by 
the candidate nor is the candidate responsible for it. Similar 
language must be included in all oral communications, in 
conspicuous type on the front page of all literature and 
advertisements published or posted, and at the end of all 
broadcast advertisements made by that individual, political 
committee, political fund, principal campaign committee, or 
party unit on the candidate's behalf. 

Subd. 5. Penalty. A person who violates subdivi~ion 
2 is subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to 
$1,000. A.person who knowingly violates subdivision 3a or 4 or 
falsely claims that an expenditure was an independent 
expenditure is guilty of a gross misdemeanor and subject to a 
civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $3,000. 
lOA.18 TIME FOR RENDERING BILLS,, CHARGES, OR CLAIMS; 
PENALTY. 

A person who has a bill, charge, or claim against a 
political committee, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, or party unit for an expenditure must render in 
writing to the treasurer of the committee, fund, or party unit 
the bill, charge, or claim within 60 days after the material or 
service is provided. A p~rson who violates this section is 
subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $1,000. 
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10A.20· CAMPAIGN REPORTS. 
Subdivision 1. First filing; duration. The treasurer 

of a political committee, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, or party· unit must begin to file the reports required 
by this section in the first year it receives contributions or 
makes expenditures in excess of $100 and must continue to file 
until the committee, fund, or party unit is terminated. 

Subd. la. If treasurer position is vacant. If the 
position of treasurer of a principal campaign committee, 
political committee, political fund, or party unit is vacant, 
the candidate, chair of a political committee or party unit, or 
association officer of a political fund is responsible for 
filing reports required by this section. 

Subd. 2. Time for filing. (a) The reports must be 
filed with the board on or before January 31 of each year and 
additional reports must be filed as required and in accordance 
with paragraphs (b) and (c). 

(b) In each year in which the name of the candidate is on 
the ballot, the report of the principal campaign committee must 
be f.iled 15 days before a primary and ten days before a general 
election, seven days before a special primary and a special 
election, and ten days after a special election cycle. 

(c) In each general election year, a political committee, 
political fund, or party unit must file reports 15 days before a 
primary and ten days before a general election. 

Subd. 3. Contents of report. (a) The report must 
disclose the amoun~ of liquid assets on hand at the beginning of 
the reporting period. 

(b) The report must disclose the name, address, ·and 
employer, or occupation if self~employed, of each individual or 
association that has made one or more contributions to the 
reporting entity, including the purchase of tickets for a 
fund-raising effort, that in aggregate within the year exceed 
$100 for legislative or statewide candidates or ballot 
questions, together with the amount and date of each 
contribution, and the aggregate amount of contributions within 
the year from each source so disclosed. A donation in kind must 
be disclosed at its fair market value. An approved expenditure 
must be listed as a donation in kind. A donation in kind is 
considered consumed in the reporting period in which it is 
received. The names of contributors must be listed in 
alphabetical order. Contributions from the same contributor 
must be listed under the same name. When a contribution 
received from a contributor in a reporting period is added to 
previously reported unitemized contributions from the same 
contributor and the aggregate exceeds the disclosure threshold 
of this paragraph, the name, address, and employer, or 
occupation if self-employed, of the contributor must then be 
listed on the report. 

(c) The report must disclose the sum of contributions to 
the reporting entity during the reporting period. 

(d) The report must disclose each loan made or received by 
the reporting entity within the year in aggregate in excess of 
$100, continuously reported until repaid or forgiven, together 
with the name, address, occupation, and principal place of 
business, if any, of the lender and any endorser and ·the date 
and amount of the loan. If a loan made to the principal 
campaign committee of a candidate is forgiven or is repaid by an 
entity other than that principal campaign committee, it must be 
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reported as a contribution for the year in which the loan was 
made. 

(e) The report must disclose each receipt over $100 during 
the reporting period not otherwise listed under paragraphs (b) 
to (d). 

(f) The report must disclose the sum of all receipts of the 
reporting entity during the reporting period. 

(g) The report must disclose the name and address of each 
individual or association to _whom aggregate expenditures, 
including approved expenditures, have been made by or on behalf 
of the reporting entity within the year in excess of $100, 
together with the amount, date, and purpose of each expenditure 
and the name and address of, and office sought by, each 
candidate on whose behalf the expenditure was made, 
identification of the ballot question that the expenditure was 
intended to promote or defeat, and in the case of independent 
expenditures made in opposition to a candidate, the candidate's 
name, address, and office sought. A reporting entity making an 
expenditure on behalf of more than one candidate for state or 
legislative office must allocate the expenditure among the 
candidates on a reasonable cost basis ·and report the allocation 
for each candidate. 

(h) The report must disclose the sum of all expenditures 
made by or on behalf of the reporting entity during the 
reporting period. 

(i) The report must disclose the amount and nature of an 
advance of credit incurred by the reporting entity, continuously 
reported until paid or forgiven •. If an advance of credit 
incurred by the principal campaign committee of a candidate is 
forgiven by the creditor or paid by an entity other than that 
principal campaign committee, it must be reported as a donation 
in kind for the year in which the advance of credit was made. 

(j) The report must disclose the name and address of each 
political committee, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, or party unit to which contributions have been made 
that aggregate in excess of $100 within the year and the amount 
and date of each contribution. 

(k) The report must disclose the sum of all contributions 
made by the reporting entity during the reporting period. 

(1) The report must disclose the name and address of each 
individual or association to whom noncampaign disbursements have 
been made that aggregate in excess of $100 within the year by or 
on behalf of the reporting entity and the amount, date, and 
purpose of each noncampaign disbursement. 

(m) The ·report must disclose the sum of all noncampaign 
disbursements made within the year by or on behalf of the 
reporting entity. 

(n) The report must disclose the name and address of a 
nonprofit corporation that provides administrative assistance to 
a political committee or political fund as authorized by section 
211B.15, subdivision 17, the type of administrative assistance 
provided, and the aggregate fair market value of each type of 
assistance provided to the political committee or political fund 
during the reporting period. 

Subd. 4. Period of report. A report must cover the . 
. period from the last day covered by the previous report to seven 

days before the filing date, except that the report due on 
January 31 must cover ·the period from the last day covered by 
the previous report to December 31. 
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Subd. 5. · Preelection reports. In a statewide 
election any loan, contribution, or contributions from any one 
source totaling $2,000 or more, or in any judicial district: or 
legislative election totaling more than $400, received between 
the last day covered in the last report before an election and 
the election must be reported to the board in one of· the 
following ways: 

(1) in person within 48 hours after its receipt; 
(2) by telegram or mailgram within 48 hours after its 

receipt; or 
(3) by certified mail sent within 48 hours after its 

receipt. 
These loans and contributions must also be reported in the 

next required report. 
The 48-hour notice requirement does not apply with respect 

to a primary in which the statewide or legislative candidate is 
unopposed. . 

Subd. 6. Report when no committee. A candidate who 
does not designate and cause to be formed a principal campaign 
committee and an individual who makes independent expenditures 
or expenditures expressly advocating the approval or defeat of a 
ballot question in aggregate in excess of $100 in a year must 
file with the board a report containing the information required 
by subdivision 3. Reports required by this subdivision must be 
filed on the dates on which reports by committees, funds, and 
party units are filed. 

Subd. 6a. Statement of independence. An individual, 
political committee, political fund, or party unit filing a 
report or statement disclosing an independent expenditure under 
subdivision 3 or 6 must file with the report a sworn statement 
that the disclosed expenditures were not made with the 
authorization or expressed or implied consent of, or in 
cooperation or in concert with, or at the request or suggestion 
of any candidate or any candidate's principal campaign committee 
or agent. 

Subd. 6b. Independent expenditures; notice. (a) 
Within 24 hours after an individual, political· committee, or 
political fund makes or becomes obligated by oral or written 
agreement to make an independent expepditure in excess of $100, 
other than an expenditure by an association targeted to inform 
solely its own dues-paying members of the association's position 
on a candidate, the individual, political committee, or 
political fund must file with the board an affidavit notifying 
the board of the intent to make the independent expenditure and 
serve a copy of the affidavit on each candidate in the affected 
race and on the treasurer of the candidate's principal campaign 
committee. The affidavit must contain the information with 
respect to the expenditure that is required to be reported under 
subdivision 3, paragraph (g); except that if an expenditure is 
reported before it is made, the notice must include a reasonable 
estimate of the anticipated amount. Each new expenditure 
requires a new notice. 

(b) An individual or the treasurer of a political committee 
or political fund who fails to give notice as required by this 
subdivision, or who files a false affidavit of notice, is guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor and is subject to a civil fine of up to 
four times the amount of the independent expenditure stated in 
the notice or of which notice was required, whichever is greater. 

Subd. 7. Statement of inactivity. If a reporting 
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entity has no receipts or expenditures during a reporting 
period, the treasurer must file with the board at the time 
required by this section a statement to that effect. 

Subd. 8. Exemption from disclosure. The board must 
exempt a member of or contributor to an association or any other 
individual, from the requirements of this section if the member, 
contributor, or other individual demonstrates by clear and 
convincing evidence that disclosure would expose the member or 
contributor to economic reprisals, loss of employment, or threat 
of physical coercion. 

An association may seek an exemption for all of its members 
or contributors if it demonstrates by clear and convincing 
evidence that a substantial number of its members or 
contributors would suffer a restrictive effect on their freedom 
of association if members were required to seek exemptions 
individually. 

Subd. 10. Exemption procedure. An individual or 
association seeking an exemption under subdivision 8 must submit 
a written application for exemption to the board. The board, 
without hearing, must grant or deny the exemption within 30 days 
after receiving the application and must issue a written order 
stating the reasons for its action. The board must publish its 
order in the State Register and give notice to all parties known 
to the board to have an interest in the matter. If the board 
receives a written objection to its action from any party within 
20 days after publication of its order and notification of 
interested parties, the board must hold a contested case hear.ing 
on the matter. Upon the filing of a timely objection from the 
applicant, an order denying an exemption is suspended pending 
the outcome of the contested case. If no timely objection is 
received, the exemption continues in effect until a written 
objection is filed with the board in a succeeding election 
year. The board by rule must establish a procedure so that an 
individual seeking an exemption may proceed anonymously if the 
individual would be exposed to the reprisals listed in 
subdivision 8 if the individual's identity were to be revealed 
for the purposes of a hearing. 

Subd. 12. Failure to file; penalty. The board must 
send a notice by certified mail to any individual who fails to 
file a statement required by this section. If an individual 
fails to file a statement due January 31 within ten business 
days after the notice was sent, the board may impose a late 
filing fee of $5 per day, not to exceed $100, commencing with 
the 11th day after the notice was sent. 

If an individual fails to file a statement due before a 
primary or election within three days after the date due, 
regardless of whether the individual has received any notice, 
the board may impose a late filing fee of $50 per day, not to 
exceed $500, commencing on the fourth day after the date the 
statement was due. 

·The board must send an additional notice by certified mail 
to an individual who fails to file a statement within 14 days 
after the first notice was sent by the board that the individual 
may be subject to a civil penalty for failure to file a 
statement. An individual who fails to file the statement within 
seven days after the second notice was sent by the board is 
subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $1,000. 

Subd. 13. ·Third-party reimbursement. An individual 
or association filing a report disclosing an expend~ture or 
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noncampaign disbursement that must be reported and itemized 
under subdivision 3, paragraph (g)·or (1), that is a 
reimbursement to a third party must report the purpose of each 
expenditure or disbursement for which the third party is being 
reimbursed. An expenditure or disbursement is a reimbursement 
to a third party if it is for goods or services that were not 
directly provided by the individual or association to whom the 
expenditure or disbursement is made. Third-party reimbursements 
include payments to credit card companies and reimbursement of 
individuals for expenses they have incurred. 

Subd. 14. Reports by solicitors. An individual or 
association, other than a candidate or the members of a 
candidate's principal campaign committee, that directly solicits 
and causes others to make contributions to candidates or a party 
unit in a house of the legislature, that aggregate more than 
$5,000 between January 1 of a general election year and the end 
of the reporting period must file with the board a report 
disclosing the amount of each contribution, the names of the 
contributors, and to whom the contributions were given. The 
report must be filed 15 days before a primary and ten days 
before a general election. The report for each calendar year 
must be filed with the board by January 31 of the following year. 

Subd. 15. Equitable relief. A candidate whose 
opponent does not timely file the report due 15 days before the 
primary, the report due ten days before the general election, or 
the notice required under section lOA.25, subdivision 10, may 
petition the district court for immediate equitable relief to 
enforce the filing requirement. A prevailing· party under this 
·subdivision may be awarded attorney fees and costs by the court. 
lOA.24 DISSOLUTION OR TERMINATION. 

Subdivision 1. Termination report. A political 
·committee, political fund, principal campaign committee, or 
party unit may not dissolve until it has settled all of its 
debts and disposed of all its assets in excess of $100 and filed 
a termination report. "Assets" include credit balances at 
vendors and physical assets such as computers and postage 
stamps. Physical assets must be listed at their fair market 
value. The termination report may be made at any time and must 
include all information required in periodic reports. 

Subd. 2. Termination allowed. Notwithstanding 
subdivision 1, a committee, fund, or party unit that has debts 
incurred more than six years previously, has disposed of all its 
assets, and has met the requirements of section lOA.20, 
subdivision 7, may notify any remaining creditors by certified 
mail and then file a termination report. 
lOA.241 TRANSFER OF DEBTS. 

Notwithstanding section lOA.24, a .candidate may terminate 
the candidate's principal campaign committee for one state 
office by transferring any debts of that committee to the 
candidate's principal campaign committee for another state 
off ice if all outstanding unpaid bills or loans from the 
committee being terminated are assumed and continuously reported 
by the committee to which the transfer is ·being made until paid 
or forgiven. A loan that is forgiven is covered by section 
lOA.20 and,· for purposes of section lOA.324, is a contribution 
to the principal campaign committee from which the debt was 
transferred under this section. 
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lOA.242 DISSOLUTION OF INACTIVE COMMITTEES AND FUNDS. 
Subdivision 1. Dissolution required. A political 

committee, political fund, or principal campaign committee must 
be dissolved within 60 days after receiving notice from the 
board that the committee or fund has become inactive. The 
assets of the committee or fund must be spent for the purposes 
authorized by section 211B.12 and other applicable law or 
liquidated and deposited in the general account of the state 
elections campaign fund within 60 days after the board notifies 
the committee or fund that it has become inactive. 

Subd. 2. Inactivity defined. (a) A principal 
campaign committee becomes inactive on the later of the 
following dates: 

(1) when six years have elapsed since the last election in 
which the person was a candidate for the off ice sought or held 
at the time the principal campaign committee registered with the 
board; or 

(2) when six years have elapsed since the last day on which 
the individual for whom it exists served in an elective office 
subject to this chapter. 

{b) A political committee or fund becomes inactive when two 
years have elapsed since the end of a reporting period during 
which the political committee or fund made an expenditure or 
disbursement requiring disclosure under this chapter .• 

Subd. 3. Remaining debts. If a committee or fund 
becomes inactive when it still has unpaid debts, the committee 
or fund must liquidate available assets to pay the debts. If 
insufficient assets exist to pay the debts, the board may set up 
a payment schedule and allow the committee or fund to defer 
diss~lution until all deb~s are paid. This section does not 
extinguish debts incurred by the committee or fund. 
lOA.25 SPENDING LIMITS. . 

Subdivision· 1. Limits are voluntary. The expenditure 
limits imposed by this section apply only to a candidate who has 
signed an agreement under section lOA.322 to be bound by them as 
a condition of receiving a public subsidy for the candidate's 
campaign. 

Subd. 2. Amounts. (a) In a year in which an election 
is held for an office sought by a candidate, the principal 
campaign committee of the candidate must not make campaign 
expenditures nor permit approved expenditures to be made on 
behalf of the candidate that result in aggregate expenditures in 
excess of the following: 

(1) for governor and lieutenant governor, running together, 
$2,188,090; 

(2) for attorney general, $364,690; 
(3) for secretary of state and state auditor, separately, 

$182,350; 
(4) for ~tate senator, $54,740; 
(5)· for state representative, $28,400. 
(b) In addition to the amount in paragraph (a), clause (1), 

a candidate for endorsement for the off ice of lieutenant 
governor at the convention of a political party may make 
campaign expen<:Htures and approved expenditures of five percent 
of that amount to seek endorsement. 

{c) If a special election cycle occurs during a general 
election cycle, expenditures by or on behalf of a candidate in 
the special election do not count as expenditures by or on 
behalf of the candidate in the general election. 
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(d) The expenditure limits in this subdivision for an 
off ice are increased by ten percent for a candidate who is 
running for that off ice for the first time and who has not run 
previously for any other office whose territory now includes a 
population that is more than one-third of the population in the 
territory of the new office. 

Subd. 2a. Aggregated expenditures. If a candidate 
makes expenditures from more than one principal campaign 
committee for nomination or election to statewide office in the 
same election year, the amount of expenditures from all of the 
candidate's principal campaign committees for statewide office 
for that election year must be aggregated for purposes of 
applying the limits on expenditures under subdivision 2. 

Subd. 3. Governor and lieutenant governor a single 
candidate. For the purposes of sections 10~.ll to lOA.34, a 
candidate for governor and a candidate for lieutenant governor, 
running together, are considered a single candidate. Except as 
provided in subdivision 2, paragraph (b), all expenditures made 
by or all approved expenditures made on behalf of the candidate 
for lieutenant governor are considered to be expenditures by or 
approved expenditures on behalf of the candidate for governor. 

Subd. 3a. Independent expenditures. The principal 
campaign committee of a candidate must not make independent 
expenditures. 

Subd. 5. Contested primary races. Notwithstanding 
the limits imposed by subdivision 2, the winning candidate in a 
contested race in a primary who received fewer than twice as 
many votes as any one of the candidate's opponents in that 
primary may make expenditures and permit approved expenditures 
to be made on behalf of the candidate equal to 120 percent of 
the applicable limit as set forth in subdivision 2, but no more 
than 100 percent of the limit until after the primary. 

Subd. 6. Limit in nonelection year. During an 
election cycle, in any year before the election year for the 
office held or sought by the candidate, a candidate must not 
make campaign expenditures nor permit approved expenditures to 
be made on behalf of the candidate.that exceed 20 percent of the 

-expenditure limit set forth in subdivision 2. 
Subd. 10. Effect of opponent's conduct. (a) After 

the deadline for filing a spending limit agreement under section 
lOA.322, a candidate who has agreed to be bound by the 
expenditure limits imposed by this section as a· condition of 
receiving a public subsidy for the candidate's campaign may 
choose to be released from the e~penditure limits but remain 
eligible to receive a public subsidy if the candidate has an 
opponent who has·not agreed to be bound by the limits and has 
received contributions or made or become obligated to make 
expenditures during that election cycle in excess of the 
following limits: 

(1) up to the close of the reporting period before _the 
primary election, receipts or expenditures equal to 20 percent 
of the expenditure limit for that office as set forth in 
subdivision 2; or 

(2) after the close of the reporting period before the 
primary election, cumulative receipts or expenditures during 
that election cycle equal to 50 percent of the expenditure limit 
for that office as set forth in subdivision 2. 

Before the primary election, a candidate's "opponents" are 
only those who will appear on the ballot of the same party in 
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the primary election. 
(b) A candidate who has not agreed to be bound by 

expenditure limits, or the candidate's principal campaign 
committee, must file written notice with the board and provide 
written notice to any opponent of the candidate for the same 
office within 24 hours of exceeding the limits in paragraph 
(a). The notice must state only that the candidate or 
candidate's principal campaign committee has received 
contributions or made or become obligated to make campaign 
expenditures in excess of the limits in paragraph (a). 

(c) Upon receipt of the notice, a candidate who had agreed 
to be bound by the limits may file with the board a notice that 
the candidate chooses to be no longer bound by the expenditure 
limits. A· notice of a candidate's choice not to be bound by the 
expenditure limits that is based on the conduct of an opponent 
in the state primary election may not be filed more than one day 
after the State Canvassing Board has declared the results of the 
state primary. 

(d) A candidate who has agreed to be bound by the 
expenditure limits imposed by this section and whose opponent in 
the general election has chosen, as provided in paragraph (c), 
not to be bound by the expenditure limits because of the conduct 
of an opponent in the primary election is no longer bound by the 
limits but remains eligible to receive a public subsidy. 
lOA.255 ADJUSTMENT BY CONSUMER PRICE INDEX. 

Subdivision 1. Method of calculation. The dollar 
amounts in ·section lOA.25, subdivision 2, must be adjusted for 
general electipn years as provided in this section. Each 
general election year, the executive director of the board must 
determine the percentage increase in the Consumer Price Index 
from December of the year preceding the last general election 
year to December of the year preceding the year. in which the 
determination is made. The dollar amounts used for the 
preceding general election year must be multiplied by that 
percentage. The product of the calculation must be added to 
each dollar amount to produce the dollar limitations to be in 
effect for the next general election. The product must be 
rounded up to the next highest ·$100 increment. The index used 
must be the revised Consumer Price Index for all urban consumers 
for the St. Paul-Minneapolis metropolitan area prepared by the 
United States Department of Labor. 

Subd. 3. Publication of expenditure limit. By April 
15 of .each election year the board must publish in the State 

. Register the expenditure limit for each off ice for that calendar 
year under section lOA.25 as adjusted by this section. The 
reviser of statutes must code the adjusted amounts in the next 
edition of Minnesota Statutes; section lOA.25, subdivision 2. 
lOA.257 CARRYFORWARD. 

Subdivision 1. Unused funds. After all campaign 
expenditures and noncampaign disbursements for an election cycle 
have· been made, an amount up to SO percent of the election year· 
expenditure limit for the office may be carried forward. Any 
remaining amount up to the.total amount of the public subsidy 
from the state elections campaign fund must be returned to the 
state treasury for credit to the general fund under section 
lOA.324. Any remaining amount in excess of the total public· 
subsidy must be contributed to the state elections campaign fund 
or a political party for multicandidate expenditures as defined 
in section lOA.275. 
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Subd. 2. Unused postage and credit balances carried 
forward. Postage that is purchased but not used during an 
election cycle and credit balances at vendors that exceed a 
combined total of $500 must be carried forward and counted as 
expenditures during the election cycle during which they are 
used. 
lOA.27 CONTRIBUTION LIMITS. 

Subdivision 1. Contribution limits. (a) Except as 
provided in subdivision 2, a candidate must not permit the 
candidate's principal campaign committee to accept aggregate 
contributions made or delivered by any individual, political 
committee, or political fund in excess o.f the following: 

(1) to candidates for governor and lieutenant governor 
running together, $2,000 in an election year for the office 
sought and $500 in other years; 

(2) to a candidate for attorney general, $1,000 in an 
election year for the office sought and $200 in other years; 

(3) to a candidate for the office of secretary of state or 
state auditor, $500 in an election year for the office sought 
and $100 in other years; 

(4) to a candidate for state senator, $500 in an election 
year for the office sought and $100 in other years; and 

(5) to a candidate for state representative, $500 in an 
election year for the office sought and $100 in the other year. 

(b) The following deliveries are not subject to the 
bundling limitation in this subdivision: 

(1) delivery of contributions collected by a member of the 
candidate·• s principal campaign committee,. such as a block worker 
or a volunteer who hosts a fund-raising event, to the 
committee's treasurer; and 

(2) a delivery made by an individual on behalf of the 
individual's spouse. 

(c) A political committee or political fund must not make a 
contribution a candidate is prohibited from accepting. 

Subd. 2. Political party and dissolving prfncipal 
campaign committee limit. A candidate must not permit the 
candidate's principal campaign committee to accept contributions 
from any political party units or dissolving principal campaign 
committees in aggregate in excess of ten times the amount that 
may be contributed to that candidate as set forth in subdivision 
1. The limitation in this subdivision does not apply to a 
contribution from a dissolving principal campaign committee of a 
candidate for the legislature to another principal campaign 
committee of the same candidate. 

Subd. 8. Excess loans prohibited. A candidate must 
not permit the candidate's principal campaign committee to 
accept a loan from other than a financial institution for an 
amount in excess of the contribution limits imposed by this 
section. A candidate must not permit the candidate's principal 
campaign committee to accept a loan from a financial institution 
for which the financial institution may hold an endorser of the 
loan liable to pay an amount in excess of the amount that the 
endorser may contribute to that candidate. 

Subd. 9. Contributions to and from other candidates. 
(a) A candidate or the treasurer of a candidate's principal 
campaign committee must not accept a contribution from another 
candidate's principal campaign committee or from any other 
committee bearing the contributing candidate's name or title or 
otherwise authorized by the contributing candidate, unless the 
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contributing candidate's principal campaign committee is being 
dissolved. A candidate's principal campaign committee must not 
make a contribution to another candidate's principal campaign 
committee, except when the contributing committee is being 
dissolved. 

{b) A principal campaign committee that makes a 
contribution to another principal campaign committee must 
provide with the contribution a written statement of the 
committee's intent to dissolve and terminate its registration 
within 12 months after the contribution was made. If the 
committee fails to dissolve and terminate its regist.ration by 
that time, the board may levy a civil penalty up to four times 
the size of the contribution against the contributing 
committee. A contribution from a terminating principal campaign 
committee that is not accepted by another principal campaign 
committee must be forwarded to the board for deposit in the 
general account of the state elections campaign fund. 

{c) A candidate's principal campaign committee must not 
accept a contribution from, or make a contribution to, a 
committee associated with a person who seeks nomination or 
election to the office of president, senator, or representative 
in Congress of the United States. 

{d) A candidate or the treasurer of a candidate's principal 
campaign committee must not accept a contribution from a 
candidate for political subdivision office in any state, unless 
the contribution is from the personal funds of the candidate for 
political subdivision office. A candidate or the treasurer of a 
candidate's principal campaign committee must not make a 
contribution from the principal campaign committee to a 
candidate for political subdivision office in any state. 

Subd. 10. Limited personal contributions. A 
candidate who accepts a public subsidy may not contribute to the 
candidate• s own campaign du.ring a_ year more than ten times the 
candidate's election year contribution limit under subdivision 1. 

Subd. 11. Contributions from certain types of 
contributors. A candidate must.not permit the candidate's 
principal campaign committee to accept a contribution from a 
political committee, political fund, lobbyist, or large 
contributor, if the contribution will cause the aggregate · 
contributions from those types of contributors to exceed an 
amount equal to 20 percent of the expenditure limits for the 
office sought by the candidate, provided that the 20 percent 
limit must be rounded to the nearest $100. For purposes of this 
subdivision, "large contributor" means an individual, other than 
the candidate, who contributes an amount that is more than $100 
and more than one-half the amount an individual may contribute. 

Subd. 13. Unregistered association limit; statement; 
penalty. {a) The treasurer of a political committee, 
political fund, principal campaign committee, or party unit must 
not accept a contribution of more than $100 from an association 
not registered under this chapter unless the contribution is 
accompanied by a written statement that meets the disclosure and 
reporting period requirements imposed by section lOA.20. This 
statement must.be certified as true and correct by an officer of 
the contributing association. The committee, fund, or party 
unit that accepts tbe contribution must include a copy of the 
statement with the report that discloses the contribution to the 
board. This subdivision does not apply when a natio~al 
political party contributes money to its affiliate in this state. 
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(b) An unregistered association may provide the written 
statement required by this subdivision to no more than three 
committees, funds, or party units in a calendar year. Each 
statement must cover at least the 30 days immediately preceding 
and including the date on which the contribution was made. An 
unregistered association or an officer of it is subject to a 
civil penalty imposed by the board of up to $1,000, if the 
association or its officer: 

(1) fails to provide a written statement as required by 
this subdivision; or 

(2) fails to register after giving the written statement 
required by this subdivision to more than three committees, 
funds, or party units in a calendar year. 

(c) The treasurer of a political committee, political fund, 
principal campaign committee, or party unit who accepts a 
contribution in excess of $100 from an unregistered association 
without the required written disclosure statement is subject to 
a civil penalty up to four times the amount in excess of $100. 
lOA.273 CONTRIBUTIONS AND SOLICITATIONS DURING 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION. 

Subdivision 1. Contributions during legislative 
session. (a) A candidate for the legislature or for 
constitutional office, the candidate's principal campaign 
committee, or a political committee or party unit established by 
all or a part of the party organization within a house of the 
legislature, must not solicit or accept a contribution from a 
registered.lobbyist, political committee, political fund, or 
dissolving principal campaign committee, or from a party unit 
established by the party organization within a house of the 
legislature, during a regular session of the legislature. 

(b) A registered lobbyist, political committee, political 
fund, or dissolving principal campaign committee, or a party 
unit established by the party organization within a house of the 
legislature, must not make a contribution to a candidate for the 
legislature or for constitutional office, the candidate's 
principal campaign committee, or a political committee or party 
u~it established by all or a part of the party organization 
within a house of the legislature during a regular session of 
the legislature. 

Subd. 2. Party unit solicitations. A political party 
unit must not solicit or receive at an event hosted by a 
candidate for the legislature or by a candidate for 
constitutional office a contribution from a lobbyist, political 
committee, political fund, or party unit during a regular 
session of the legislature. 

Subd. 3. Definition. For purposes of this section, 
"regular session" does not include a special session or the 
interim between the two annual sessions of a biennium. 

Subd. 4. Civil penalty. A candidate, political 
committee, party unit, political fund, principal campaign 
committee, or registered lobbyist that violates this section is 
subject to a civil penalty imposed by the board of up to 
$1,000. If the board mak€s a public finding that there is 
probable cause to believe a violation of this section has 
occurred, the board must bring an action, or transmit the 
finding to a county attorney who must bring an action, in the 
District Court of Ramsey County, to collect a civil penalty as 
imposed by the board. Penalties paid under this section must· be 
deposited in the general fund in the state treasury. 
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Subd. 5. Special election. This section does not 
apply in a legislative special election during the period 
beginning when the person becomes a candidate in the special 
election and ending on the day of the special election. 
lOA.275 MULTICANDIDATE POLITICAL PARTY EXPENDITURES. 

Subdivision 1. Exceptions. Notwithstanding other 
pro~isions o.f this chapter, the following expenditures by a 
party unit, or two or ·more party units acting together, with at 
least one party unit being either: the state committee or the 
party organization within a congressional district, county, or 
legislative. district, are not considered contributions to or 
expenditures on behalf of a candidate for the purposes of 
section lOA.25 or lOA.27 and must not be allocated to candidates 
under section lOA.20, subdivision 3, paragraph (g): 

(1) expenditures on behalf of candidates of that party 
generally without referring to any of them specifically in a 
published, posted, or broadcast advertisement; 

(2) expenditures for the preparation, display, mailing, or 
other distribution of an official party sample ballot listing 
the names of three or more individuals whose names are to appear 
on the ballot; 

(3) ·expenditures for a telephone conversation including the 
names of three or more individuals whose names are to appear on 
the ballot; · 

(4) expenditures for a political party fund-raising effort 
on behalf of three or more candidates; or 

(5) expenditures for party committee staff services that 
benefit three or more candidates. 
lOA.28 PENALTY FOR EXCEEDING LIMITS. 

Subdivision 1. Exceeding expenditure limits. A 
candidate subject to the expenditure limits in section lOA.25 
who permits the candidate's principal campaign committee to make 
expenditures or permits approved expenditures to be made on the 
candidate's behalf in excess of the limits imposed by section 
lOA.25, as adjusted by section lOA.255, is subject to a ciyil 
penalty up to four times the amount by which the expenditures 
exceeded the limit. 

Subd. 2. Exceeding contribution limits. A political 
committee, political fund, or principal campaign committee that 
makes a contribution, or a candidate who permits the candidate's 
principal campaign committee to accept contributions, in excess 
of the limits imposed by section lOA.27 is subject to a civil 
penalty of up to four times the amount by which the contribution 
exceeded the limits. 

Subd. 3. Conciliation agreement. If the board finds 
that there is reason to believe that excess expenditures have 
been made or excess contributions accepted contrary to 
subdivision 1 or 2, the board must make every effort for a 
period of at least 14 days after its finding to correct the 
matter by informal methods of conference and conciliation and to 
enter a conciliation agreement with the person involved. A 
conciliation agreement unaer this subdivision is a matter of 
public record. Unless violated, a conciliation agreement is a 
bar to any civil proceeding under subdivision 4. 

Subd. 4. Civil action. If the board is unable after 
a reasonable time to correct by informal methods a matter that 
constitutes probable cause to believe that excess expenditures 
have been made or excess contributions accepted contrary to 
subdivision 1 or 2, the board must make a public finding of 
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probable cause in the matter. After making a public finding, 
the board must bring an action, or transmit the finding to a 
county attorney who must bring an action, in the District Court 
of Ramsey County or, in the case of a legislative candidate, the 
district court of a county within the legislative district, to 
collect a civil penalty as imposed by the board under 
subdivision 1 or 2. All money recovered under this section must 
be deposited in the general fund of the state treasury. 
lOA. 29 CIRCUMVENTION PROHIBITED-. 

An individual or association that attempts to circumvent 
this chapter by redirecting a contribution through, or making a 
contribution on behalf of, another individual or association is 
guilty of a gross misdemeanor and subject to a civil penalty 
imposed by the board of up to $3,000. 
lOA.30 STATE ELECTIONS CAMPAIGN FUND. 

Subdivision 1. Establishment. An account is 
established in the special revenue fund of-the state known as 
the "state elections campaign fund."-

Subd. 2. Separate account. Within the state 
elections campaign fund account there must be maintained a 
separate political party account for the state committee and the 
candidates of each political party and a.general account. 
lOA.31 DESIGNATION OF INCOME TAX PAYMENTS. 

Subdivision 1. Designation. An individual resident 
of this state who files an income tax return or a renter and 
homeowner property tax refund return with the commissioner of 
revenue may designate on their original return that $5 be paid 
from the general fund of the state into the state elections 
campaign fund. If a husband and wife file a joint return, each 
spouse may designate that $5 be paid. No individual is allowed 
to designate $5 more than once in any year. The taxpayer may 
designate that the amount be paid into the account of a 
political party or into the general account. 

Subd. 3. Form. The commissioner of revenue must 
provide on the first page of the income tax form and the renter 
and homeowner property tax refund return a space for the 
individual to indicate a wish to pay $5 ($10 if filing a joint 
return) from the general fund of the state to finance election 
campaigns. The form must also contain language prepared by the 
commissioner that permits the individual to direct the state to 
pay the $5 (or $10 if filing a joint return) to: (1) one of the 
major political parties; (2) any minor political party that 
qualifies under subdivision 3a; or (3) all qualifying candidates 
as provided by subdivision 7. The renter and homeowner property 
tax refund return must include instructions that the individual 
filing the return may designate $5 on the return only if the 
individual has not designated $5 on the income tax return. 

Subd. 3a. Qualificat.ion of political parties. (a) A 
major political party qualifies for inclusion on the income tax 
form and property tax refund return as provided in subdivision 3 
if it qualifies as a major political party by july 1 of the 
taxable year. 

(b) A minor political party qualifies for inclusion on the 
income tax form and property tax refund return as provided in 
subdivision 3 if it qualifies as a minor party statewide by July 
1 of the taxable year. 

(c) The secretary of state shall notify each major and 
minor political party by the first Monday in January of each 
odd-numbered year of. the conditions necessary for the party to 
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participate in income tax form and property tax refund return 
programs. 

(d) The secretary of state shall notify each political 
party, the commissioner of revenue, and the Campaign Finance and 
Public Disclosure Board by July 1 of each year and following 
certification of the results of each general election of the 
political parties that qualify for inclusion on the income tax 
form and property tax refund return as provided in subdivision 3. 

Subd. 4. Appropriation. (a) The amounts designated 
by individuals for the state elections campaign fund, less three 
percent, are appropriated from the general fund, must be 
transferred and credited to the appropriate account in the state 
elections campaign fund, and are annually appropriated for 
distribution as set forth in subdivisions 5, Sa, 6, and 7. The 
remaining three percent must be kept in the general fund for 
administrative costs. 

(b) In addition to the amounts in paragraph (a), $1,500,000 
for each general election is appropriated from the general fund 
for transfer to the general account of the state elections 
campaign fund. 

Of this appropriation, $65,000 each fiscal year must be set 
aside to pay assessments made by the Office of Administrative 
Hearings under section 211B.37. Amounts remaining after all 
assessments have been paid must be canceled to the general 
account. 

Subd. 5. Allocation. (a) General account. In 
each calendar year the money in the general account must be 
allocated to candidates as follows: 

(1) 21 percent for the offices of governor and lieutenant 
governor together; 

(2) 4.2 percent for the office of attorney general; 
(3) 2.4 percent each for the offices of secretary of state 

and state auditor; 
(4) in each calendar year d~ring the period in which state 

senators serve a four-year term, 23-1/3 percent for the.office 
of state senator, and 46-2/3 percent for the office of state 
representative; and 

(5) in each calendar year during the period in which state 
senators serve a two-year term, 35 percent each for the offices 
of state senator and state representative. 
. (b) Party account. In each calendar yeat the money 
in each party account must be allocated as follows: 

(1) 14 percent for the offices of governor and lieutenant 
governor together; 

(2) 2.8 percent for the office of attorney general; 
(3) 1.6 percent each for the offices of secretary of state 

and state auditor; 
( 4) in each calendar year during the p·eriod in which state 

senators serve a.four-year term, 23-1/3 percent for the office 
of state senator, and 46-2/3 percent for the office of state 
representative; 

(5) in each calendar year during the period in which state 
senators serve a two-year term, 35 percent each for the off ices 
of state senator and state representative; and 

(6) ten percent for the state committee of a· political 
party. · 

Money allocated to each state committee under clause~ (6) 
must be deposited in a separate account and must be spent for 
only those items enumerated in section lOA.275. Money allocated 
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to a state committee under clause (6) must be paid to the 
committee by the board as it is received in the account on a 
monthly basis, with payment on the 15th day of the calendar 
month following the month in which the returns were processed by 
the Department of Revenue, provided that these distributions 
would be equal to 90 percent of the amount of money indicated in 
the Department of Revenue's weekly unedited reports of income 
tax returns and property tax refund returns processed in the 
month, as notified by the Department of Revenue to the board. 
The amounts paid to each state committee are subject to biennial 
adjustment and settlement at the time of each certification 
required of the commissioner of revenue under subdivisions 7 and 
10. If the total amount of payments received by a state 
committee for the period reflected on a certification by the 
Department of Revenue is different from the amount that should 
have been received during the period according to the 
certification, each subsequent monthly payment must be increased 
or decreased to the fullest extent possible until the amount of 
the overpayment is recovered or the underpayment is distributed. 

Subd. Sa. Party account for legislative candidates. 
To ensure that money will be returned to the counties from which 
it was collected and to ensure that the distribution of money 
rationally relates to the support for particular parties or for 
particular candidates within legislative districts, money from 
the party accounts for legislative candidates must be 
distributed as ·provided in this subdivision. 

Each candidate for the state senate and state house of . 
representatives whose name is to appear on the ballot in the 
general election must receive money from the candidate's party 
account allocated to candidates for the state senate· or state 
house of representatives, whichever applies, according to the 
following formula: 

For each county within the candidate's district, the. 
candidate's share of the dollars designated by taxpayers who 
resided in that county and credited to the candidate's party 
account and allocated to that office must be: 

(1) the sum of the votes cast in the last general election 
in that part of the county in the candidate's district for all 
candidates of that candidate's party whose names appeared on the 
ballot statewide and for the state .senate and.state house of 
representatives, divided by 

(2) the sum of the votes cast in the entire county in the 
last general election for all candidates of ·that candidate's 
party whose names appeared on the ballot statewide and for the 
state senate and state house of representatives, multiplied by 

(3) the amount in the candidate's party account designated 
by taxpayers who resided in that county and allocated to that 
office. · 

The sum of all the county shares calculated in the formula 
above is the candidate's share of the candidate's party account. 

In a year in which an election for the state senate occurs, 
with respect to votes for candidates for the state senate only, 
"last general election" means the last general election in which 
an election for the state senate occurred. 

For a party under whose name no candidate'~ name appeared 
on the ballot statewide in the last general election, amounts in 

·the party's account must be allocated based on (i) the number of 
people voting in the last general election in that part of the 
county in.the candidate's district, divided by (ii) the number 
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of the people voting in the entire county in the last general 
election, multiplied by (iii) the amount in the candidate's 
party account designated by taxpayers who resided in that county 
and allocated to that office. 

In the first general election after the legislature is 
redistricted, "the candidate's district" means the newly drawn 
district and voting data from the last general election must be 
applied to the area encompassing the newly drawn district, 
notwithstanding that the area was in a different district in the 
last general election. · 

If in a district there was no candidate of a party for the 
state senate or state house of representatives in the last 
general election, or if a candidate for the state senate or 
state house of representatives was unopposed, the vote for that 
off ice for that party is the average vote of all the remaining 
candidates of that party in each county of that district whose 
votes are included in the sums in clauses (1) and (2). The 
average vote must be added to the sums in clauses (1) and (2) 
before the calculation is made for all districts in the county. 

Subd. 6. Distribution of party accounts. As soon as 
the board has obtained from the secretary of state the results 
of the primary election, but no later than one week after 
certification by the State Canvassing Board of the results of 
the primary, the board must distribute the available money in 
each party account, as certified by the commissioner of revenue 
on September 1, to the candidates of that party who have signed 
a spending limit agreement under section lOA.322 and filed the 
affidavit of contributions required by section lOA.323, who were 
opposed in either the primary election or the general election,. 
and whose names are to appear on the ballot in the general 
election, according to the allocations set forth in subdivisions 
5 and 5~. The public subsidy from the party account may not be 
paid in an amount greater than the expenditure limit of the 
candidate or the expenditure limit that would have applied to 
the candidate if the candidate had not been freed from 
expenditure limits under section lOA.25, subdivision 10. If a 
candidate files the affidavit required by section lOA.323.after 
September 1 of the general election year, the board must pay the 
candidate's allocation to the candidate at the next regular 
payment date for public subsidies for that election cycle that 
occurs at least 15 days after the candidate files the affidavit. 

Subd. 6a. Party account money not distributed. Money 
from a party account not distributed to candidates for state 
senator or representative in any election year must be returned 
to the general fund of the state, except that the subsidy from 
the party account an unopposed candidate would otherwise have 
been eligible to receive must be paid to the state committee of 
the candidate's political party to be deposited in a special 
account under subdivision 5, paragraph (b), clause (6), and used 
for only those items permitted under section lOA.275. Money 
from a party account not distributed to candidates for other 

· off ices in an election year must be returned to the party 
account for reallocation to candidates as provided in 
subdivision 5, paragraph (b), in the following year. 

Subd. 7. Distribution of general account. (a) As 
soon as the board has obtained the results of the primary 
election from the secretary of state, but' no later than one week 
after certification of the primary results by the State 
Canvassing Board, the board must distribute the available money 
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in the general account, as certified by the commissioner of 
revenue on September 1 and according to a·11ocations set forth in 
subdivision 5, in equal amounts to all candidates of a major 
political party whose names are to appear on the ballot in the 
general election and who: 

(1) have signed a spending limit agreement under section 
lOA.322; 

(2) have filed the affidavit of contributions required by 
section lOA.323; and 

(3) were opposed in either the primary election or the 
general election. 

(b)'The public subsidy under this subdivision may not be 
paid in an amount that would cause ·the sum of the publ1c subsidy 
paid from the party account plus the public subsidy paid from 
the general account to exceed 50 percent of the expenditure 
limit for the candidate or 50 percent of the expenditure limit 
that would have applied to the candidate if the candidate had 
not been freed from expenditure limits under section lOA.25, 
subdivision 10. Money from the general account not paid to a 
candidate because of the·SO percent limit must be distributed 
equally among al~ other qualifying candidates for the same 
office until all have reached the 50 percent limit or the 
balance in the general account is exhausted. 

(c) A candidate must expend or become obligated to expend 
at least an amount equal to 50 percent of the money distributed 
by the board under this subdivision no later than the end of the 
final reporting period preceding the general election. 
Otherwise, the candidate must repay to the board the difference 
between the amount the candidate spent or became obligated to 
spend by the deadline and the amount distributed to the· 
candidate under this. subdivision. The candidate must make the 
repayment no later than six months following the general 
election. The candidate must reimburse the board for all 
reasonable costs, including litigation costs, incurred in 
collecting any amount due. 

If the board determines that a candidate has failed to· 
repay.money as required by this paragraph, the board may not 
distribute any additional money to the candidate until the 
entirety of the repayment ·has been made. 

Subd. 10. December distribution. In the event that 
on the date of either certification by the commissioner of· 
revenue as provided in subdivision 6 or 7, less than 98 percent 
of the tax returns have been processed, the commissioner of 
revenue must certify to the board by December 1 the amount 
accumulated in each account since the previous certification. 
By December 15, the board must distribute to each candidate 
according to the allocations in subdivisions 5 and Sa the 
amounts to which the candidates are entitled. 

Subd. lOa. Form of distribution. A distribution to a 
candidate· must be in the form ·of a check made "payable to the 
campaign fund of •••••• (name of candidate) ••••••• " 

Subd. lOb. Remainder. Money accumulated after the 
final certification must be kept in the respective accounts for 
distribution in the next general election year. 

Subd. 11. Write-in candidate. For the purposes of 
this section, a write-in candidate is a candidate only upon 
complying with sections lOA.322 and lOA.323. 
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lOA.315 SPECIAL ELECTION SUBSIDY. 
(a) Each eligible candidate for a legislative office in a 

special election must be paid a public subsidy equal to the sum 
of: . . 

(1) the party account money at the last general election 
for the candidate's party for the.office the candidate is 
seeking; and · 

(2) the general account money paid to a candidate for the 
same off ice at the last general election. 

(b) A candidate who wishes to receive this public subsidy 
must submit a signed agreement under section lOA.322 to the 
board and must meet the contribution requirements of section 
lOA.323. The special election subsidy must be distributed in 
the same manner as money in the party and general accounts is 
distributed to legislative candidates in a general election. 

(c) The amount necessary to make the payments required by 
this section is appropriated from the general fund to the board. 
lOA.321 ESTIMATES OF MINIMUM AMOUNTS TO BE RECEIVED. 

Subdivision 1. Calculation and certification of 
estimates. The commissioner of revenue must calculate and 
certify to the board before July 1 in each election year an 
estimate of the total amount in the state general account of the 
state elections campaign fund and the amount of money each 
candidate who qualifies, as provided in section lOA.31, 
subdivisions 6 and 7, may receive from the candidate's party 
account in the state elections campaign fund. This estimate 
must be based upon the allocations and formulas in section 
lOA.31, subdivisions S and Sa, any necessary vote totals 
provided by the secretary of state to apply the formulas in 
section lOA.31, subdivisions 5 and Sa, and the amount of money 
expected to be available after 100 percent of the tax returns 
have been processed. 

Subd. 2. Publication, certification, and notification 
procedures. Before the first day of filing for office, the 
board must publish and forward to all filing officers the 
estimates calculated and certified under subdivision 1 along 
with a copy of section 10A.2S, subdivision 10. Within seven 
days after the last day for filing for office, the secretary of 
state must certify to the board the name, address, office 
sought, and party affiliation of each candidate who has filed 
with that office an affidavit of candidacy or petition to appear 
on the ballot. The auditor of each county must certify to the 
board the same information for each candidate who has filed with 
that county an affidavit of candidacy or petition to appear on 
the ballot. By August lS, the board must notify all candidates 
of their estimated minimum amount. The board must include with 
the notice a form for the agreement provided in section lOA.322 
along with a copy of section lOA.25, subdivision 10. 
lOA.322 SPENDING LIMIT AGREEMENTS. 

Subdivision 1. Agreement by candidate. (a) As a 
condition of receiving a public subsidy, a candidate must sign 
and file with the board a written agreement .in which the 
candidate agrees that the candidate will comply with sections 
10A~2S; lOA.27, subdivision 10; lOA.31, subdivision 7, paragraph 
(c); and lOA.324. 

(b) Before the first day of filing for office, the board . 
must forward agreement forms to all filing officers. The board 
must also provide agreement forms to candidates on request at 
any time. The candidate must file the agreement with the board 
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by September 1 preceding the candidate's general election or a 
special election held at the general election. An agreement may 
not be filed after that date. An agreement once filed may not 
be rescinded. 

(c) The board must notify the commissioner of revenue of 
any agreement signed under this subdivision. 

(d) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), if a vacancy occurs that 
will be filled by means of a special election and the filing 
period does not coincide with the filing period for the general 
election, a candidate may sign and submit a spending limit 
agreement not later than the day after the candidate files the 
affidavit of candidacy or nominating petition for the office. 

Subd. 2. How long agreement is effective. The 
agreement, insofar as it relates to the expenditure limits in 
section lOA.25, as adjusted by section lOA.255, and the 
contribution limit in section lOA.27, subdivision 10, remains 
effective for candidates until the dissolution of the principal 
campaign committee. of the candidate or the end of the first 
election cycle completed after the agreement was filed, 
whichever occurs first. 

Subd. 4. Refund receipt forms; penalty. The board 
must make available to a political party on request and to any 
candidate for whom an agreement under this section is effective, 
a supply of official refund receipt forms that state in boldface 
type that (1) a contributor who is given a receipt form is 
eligible to claim a refund as provided in section 290.06, 
subdivision 23, and (2) if the contribution is to a candidate, 
that the candidate has signed an agreement to limit campaign · 
expenditures as provided in this section. The forms must 
provide duplicate copi~s of the receipt to be attached to the 
contributor's claim. A candidate who does not sign an agreement 
under this section and who willfully issues an official refund 
receipt form or a facsimile of one to any of the candidate's 
contributors is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
lOA.323 AFFIDAVIT OF CONTRIBUTIONS. 

In addition to the requirements of section lOA.322, to be 
eligible to receive a public subsidy under section lOA.31 a 
candidate 6r the candidate's treasurer must file an affidavit 
with the board stating-that during that calendar year the 
candidate has accumulated contributions from persons eligible to 
vote in this state in at least the amount indicated for the 
office sought, counting only the first $50 received from each 
contributor: 

(1) candidates for governor and lieutenant governor running 
together, $35,000; 

(2) candidates for attorney general, $15,000; 
(3) candidates for secretary of state and state auditor, 

separately, $6,000; 
(4) candidates for the senate, $3,000; and 
(5) candidates for the house of representatives, $1,500. 
The affidavit must state the total amount of contributions 

that have been received from persons eligible to vote in this 
state, disregarding the portion of ·any contribution in excess of 
$50.. . 

The candidate or the candidate's treasurer must submit the 
affidavit required by this section to the board in writing by 
September 1 of the general election year. 

A candidate for a vacancy to be filled at a special 
election·for which the filing period does not coincide with the 
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filing period for the general election must submit the affidavit 
required by this section to the board within five days after 
filing the affidavit of candidacy. 
lOA.324 RETURN OF PUBLIC SUBSIDY. 

Subdivision 1. When return required. A candidate 
must return all or a portion of the public subsidy received from 
the state elections campaign fund or the public subsidy received 
under section lOA.315, under the circumstances in this section 
or section lOA.257, subdivision 1. 

To the extent that the amount of public subsidy received 
exceeds the aggregate of: (1) actual expenditures made by the 
principal campaign committee of the candidate; and (2) approved 
expenqitures made on behalf of the candidate, the treasurer of 
the candidate's principal campaign committee must return an 
amount equal to the difference to the board. The cost of 
postage that was not used during an election cycle and payments 
that created credit balances at vendors at the close of an 
election cycle are not considered expenditures for purposes of 
determining the amount to be returned. Expenditures in excess 
of the candidate's spending limit do not count in determining 
aggregate expenditures under this paragraph. · 

Subd. 3. How return determined. Whether or not a 
candidate is required under subdivision 1 to return all or a 
portion of the public subsidy must be determined from the report 
required to be·filed with the board by that candidate by January 
31 of the year following an election. An amount required to be 
returned must be submitted in the form of a check or money order 
and must accompany the report filed with the board. The board 
must deposit the check or money order in the state treasury for 
credit to the general fund. ·The amount returned must not exceed 
the amount of public subsidy received by the candidate. 
290.06 RATES OF TAX; CREDITS. 

Subd. 23. Refund of contributions to political parties 
and candidates. (a) A taxpayer may claim a refund equal to 
the amount of the taxpayer's contributions made in the calendar 
year to candidates and to a political party. The maximum refund 
for an individual must not exceed $50 and for a married couple, 
filing jointly, must not exceed $10.0. A refund of a 
contribution is allowed only if the taxpayer files a form 
required by the commissioner and attaches to the form a copy of 
an official refund receipt form issued by the candidate or .party 
and signed by the candidate, the treasurer of the candidate's· 
principal campaign committee, or the chair or treasurer of the. 
party unit, after the contribution was received. The receipt 
forms must be numbered, and the data on the receipt that are not 
public must be made available to the campaign finance and public 
disclosure board upon its request. A claim must be filed with 
the commissioner no sooner than January 1 of the calendar year 
in which the contribution was made and no later than April 15 of 
the calendar year following the calendar year in which the 
contribution was made. A taxpayer may file only one claim per 
calendar year. Amounts paid by the commissioner after June 15 
of the calendar year following the calendar year in which the 
contribution was made must include interest at the rate 
specified in section 270.76. 

(b) No refund is allowed under this subdivision for a 
contribution to a candidate unless' the candidate: 

(1) has signed an agreement to limit campaign expenditures 
as provided in section lOA.322; 
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(2) is seeking an office for which voluntary spending 
limits are specified in section lOA.25; and 

(3) has designated a principal campaign committee. 
This subdivision does not limit the campaign expenditures 

of a candidate who does not sign an agreement but accepts a 
contribution for which the contributor improperly claims a 
refund. 

(c) For purposes of this subdivision, "political party" 
means a major political party as defined in section 200.02, 
subdivision 7, or a minor political party qualifying for 
inclusion on the income tax or property tax refund form under 
section lOA.31, subdivision 3a. 

A "major party" or "minor party~ includes the aggregate of 
that party's organization within each house of the legislature, 
the state party organization,. and the party organization within 
congressional districts, counties, legislative districts, 
municipalities, and precincts. 

"Candidate" means a candidate as defined in section lOA.01, 
subdivision 10, except a candidate for judicial office. 

"Contribution" means a gift of money. 
(d) The commissioner shall make copies of the form 

available to the public and candidates upon request. 
(e) The following data collected or maintained by the 

commissioner under this subdivision are private: the identities 
of individuals claiming a.refund, the identities of candidates 
to whom those individuals have·made contributions, and the 
amount of each contribution. · 

(f) The commissioner shall report to the campaign finance 
and public disclosure board by each August 1 a summary showing 
the total number and aggregate amount of political contribution 
refunds made on behalf of each candidate and each political 
party. These data are public. 

(g) The amount necessary to pay claims for the refund 
provided in this section is appropriated from the general fund 
to the commissioner of revenue. 

(h) For a taxpayer who files a claim for refund via the 
Internet or other electronic means, the commissioner may accept 
the number on the official receipt as documentation that a 
contribution was made rather than the actual receipt as required 
by paragraph (a). 
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02/21/05 HOTTINGER [COUNSEL ] PSW SCS0863A-1 

1 Senator ••••• moves to amend s.F. No. 863 as follows: 

2 Page 37, line 3, after the headnote, insert "(a) A 

3 participating candidate must 11ot perm:j.t the candidate's 

4 principal campaign conunittee tb a~cept contributions, including 

5 approved expenditures, from any political party units Or 

6 dissolving p:rincipal campaign committees.in aggr~gate in excess 

7 Of 25 percent of the candidate's public $Ubsidy base set forth 

8 in section lOB.~2, subdivision 2. The limitation in this 

9 subdivision does not apply to a contribution from a dissolving 

10 principal campaign committee of a ca11didate for the legislature 

11 to at1other prit1cipa1 campaign committee of the same ca11diciate. 

12 ill" 

13 Page 44, after line 12, insert: 

14 "~ 'rhe principal campaign committee of a candidate may 

15 spend contributions accepted fro~ a political party unit or 

16 dissolving principal campaign committee under section lOB.13, 

17 subdivision 2, paragraph (a)." 

18 Page 44, line 13, delete "ill" and insert "1tl" 

19 Page 49, line 27, after the period, insert "An amount equal 

20 to the proceeds of the throwback rule enacted in section 50 is 

21 annually appropriated from the general fund to the commissioner 

22 of finance for transfer to tne state elections campaig!!_.fund." 

23 Page 51, line 12, delete "$52,000" and insert "$48,000" 

24 Page 51, line 13, ·delete "$26, 000" arid i11sert "$24, boo" 

25 Page 75, line 22, delete "August" and insert "January" 

26 Page 75, line 23, delete "2005" and insert "2007" and after 

27 the period, ibsert "The rep,al of Mihneso~a Statutes 2004, 

28 section lOA.01, subdivisions 9 and 18, and their reenactment as 

29 M!_n11esota Statut~sec!_!ot1 lOB.Oi, subdivisioi~ .. 2 and~L,,,a~ 

1 



02/28/05 MARTY [COUNSEL ] PSW SCS0863A-2 

1 Senator ..... moves to amend the SCS0863A-1 amendment to 
2 S.F. No. 863 as follows: 

3 Page 1, delete lines 2 to 18 

1 



02/28/05 HOTTINGER [COUNSEL ] PSW SCS0863A-3 

1 Senator ..... moves to amend the SCS0863A-1 amendment to 
2 S.F. No. 863 as follows: 

3 Page 1, delete lines 19 to 22 and insert: 

4 "Pages 49 and 50, delete section 34 

5 Page 51, line 5, delete "state elections campaign" and 

6 insert "general"" 

7 Renumber the sections and the proposed coding in sequence 

8 and correct the internal references 

9 Amend the title accordingly 

1 



02/28/05 HOTTINGER [COUNSEL ] PSW SCS0863A-4 

1 Senator ..•.• moves to amend S.F. No. 863 as follows: 

2 Page 33, line 1, after the period, insert " The notice must 

3 include an affidavit, under penalty of perjury, signed and sworn 

4 to by the individual or by the treasurer of the committee, fund, 

5 or party unit identifying the candidate in support of or 

6 opposition to whom the expenditure is made and affirming that 

7 the expenditure was independent and involved no cooperation or 

8 coordination with a candidate or a political party." 

1 
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S.F. No. 489 has five main purposes: 

1. It prohibits independent expenditures by political parties as a condition of receiving a public 
subsidy in the form of income tax checkoff money and political contribution refunds. A similar 
bill, S.F. No. 2458, was defeated in committee in 2000. Another similar bill, S.F. No. 11, was 
defeated in committee in 2004. 

2. It requires a party unit to use a contribution for which it has issued a political contribution 
receipt form only for the benefit of candidates from whom there is in effect a spending limit 
agreement. 

3. It imposes spending limits on legislative party caucuses as a condition of participating in the 
political contribution refund program. 

4. It doubles the maximum refund from $50 to $100 per person. 

5. It limits soft money expenditures by political parties by excluding some of the spending that now 
qualifies as multicandidate expenditures. 

On September 17, 1999, U.S. District Judge Ann D. Montgomery struck down the language of 
Minnesota Statutes, chapter I OA, that "An expenditure by a political party or a political party unit in a 
race where the political party has a can~idate on the ballot is not an independent expenditure." 
Republican Party of Minnesota v. Pauly, 63 F. Supp. 2d 1008 (D. Minn. 1999). This bill replaces the 
old language with a new voluntary agreement by political parties not to make independent expenditures 
in return for participating in the income tax checkoff and political contribution refund programs. 
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Section 1 expands the definition of "campaign expendittire" to include costs incurred to disseminate 
communications that might formerly have been classified as "issue ads" rather than as campaign ads. 
The additional communications covered are those that do not use the "magic words" set forth in the 
U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. I (1976) (per curiam), but that, in 
context, can have no reasonable meaning other than to advocate support for or opposition to the 
nomination or election of a candidate. It also creates a rebuttable presumption that a communication 
that names or depicts a candidate, is disseminated close to an election, and costs more than a 
threshold amount is a campaign expenditure. 

Section 2 strikes the sentence found unconstitutional in Republican Party of Minnesota v. Pauley. 
It also creates a rebuttable presumption that various subtle methods of coordinating expenditures are 
not independent. 

Section 3 provides that the prohibition on independent expenditures by political parties applies only to 
a political party that has signed an agreement to be bound by it as a condition of receiving a public 
subsidy for the party's activities. It applies the new spending limits only to a party~t that has agreed 
to be bound by them as a condition ofreceiving a public subsidy for the party unit's activities. 

Section 4 prohibits a political party or party unit from making an independent expenditure. It also 
provides that, if another political party does not agree to the prohibition and makes an independent 
expenditure during that election cycle, the prohibition no longer applies to the parties that have signed 
an agreement and they remain eligible to receive a public subsidy. 

Section 5 requires a party unit to use a contribution for which it has issued a political contribution 
receipt form only for the benefit of candidates from whom there is in effect a spending limit agreement. 

Section 6 imposes on legislative party caucuses a spendinglimitof$750,000 in a year in which a general 
election is held for that house. In a nonelection year, the limit is 20 percent of that, or $150,000. A 
caucus that has agreed to be bound by the spending limits is released from the spending limits but 
remains eligible to participate in the political contribution refund program if another caucus in the same 
house has not agreed to be bound and has received contributions or made expenditures in excess of50 
percent of the spending limit during that election cycle. 

Section 7 makes contributions to a candidate from a caucus that has not filed a spending limit agreement 
subject to the 20-percent limit that applies to contributions from a political committee, lobbyist, or large 
contributor. 

Section 8 imposes on a caucus that has filed a spending limit agreement a contribution limit of $500 in 
a general election year for the members of that caucus or $100 in other years. It also limits the caucus 
to receiving no more than 20 percent of its expenditure limit in con~butions from political committees, 
lobbyists, and large contributors. 
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Section 9 excludes certain kinds of spending by political parties from the spending that may qualify as 
multicandidate expenditures and thus not be allocated to any individual candidate's spending limit. It 
requires a telephone conversation mentioning the names of three or more candidates to mention them 
with "roughly equal emphasis" in order to qualify as a multicandidate expenditure and excludes 
expenditures for a political party fund-raising effort and expenditures for party committee staff services. 

Section 10 makes the chair of a party caucus subject to the same civil penalties for violating an 
expenditure limit as now apply to a candidate: a civil fine of up to four times the amount by which the 
expenditures exceeded the limit. · 

· Section 11 imposes a similar penalty on the chair of a caucus that exceeds its contribution limit. 

Section 12 provides that both major and minor political parties must qualify in order to participate in 
the income tax checkoff program. 

Section 13 limits the income tax checkoff program for the state committee of a political party to those 
state committees that have signed and filed with the Board of Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure 
an agreement not to make independent expenditures and that it will use contributions for which it has 
issued a political contribution receipt only for the benefit of candidates for whom there is in effect a 
spending limit agreement. Money not allocated to a state committee because it has not signed an 
agreement must be canceled to the general fund. 

Section 14, subdivision 1, advances from September 1 to August 1 the deadline for a candidate to file 
a spending limit agreement with the Board. It also clarifies that the Board need not notify the 
Commissioner of Revenue of a spending limit agreement until it has been filed with the Board. It 
incorporates the provisions of subdivision 2 into subdivision 1 in order to facilitate the creation of a new 
subdivision relating to agreements by political parties not to make independent expenditures. 

Subdivision 2, paragraph (a), requires the chair of the state committee of a political party to 
sign and file with the Board an agreement not to make independent expenditures in order for the 
party and any of its party units to be eligible to receive a public subsidy. 

Subdivision 2, paragraph (b), requires that, as a condition of participating in the political 
contribution refund program, the chair of a party unit must sign and file with the Board an 
agreement to use a contribution for which it has issued a political contribution receipt form only 
for the benefit of candidates from whom there is in effect a spending limit agreement. 

Subdivision 2, paragraph (c), requires that, as a condition of participating in the political 
contribution refund program, the chair of a legislative party caucus must file with the Board 
a written agreement in which the organization agrees that it will comply with the spending 
limits in Minnesota Statutes, section 1 OA.25, and the CQntribution limits in section 1 OA.27, 
subdivision 14. 
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Subdivision 2, paragraph (d), requires the agreement to be filed with the Board by February 
1 in order for the state committee to be allocated money designated to the party account on tax 
returns for the preceding and current taxable years. The agreement remains in effect until the 
end of the first general election cycle completed after the agreement was filed or the dissolution 
of the political party, whichever occurs first 

Subdivision 4 requires that the political contribution receipt fonn given out by political parti,es 
or party units include a statement that the political party or party unit has signed a spending limit 
agreement. The chair or treasurer of a political party or party unit who willfully issues an 
official refund receipt form without the chair having signed an agreement is guilty of a 
misdemeanor. · 

Section 15 increases the maximum political contribution refund for an individual from $50 to $100 
and for a married couple from $100 to $200. It also limits the political contribution refund program 
for political parties or party units to those whose chair has signed and filed a spending limit agreement. 
It applies the definitions of "political party" and "party unit" found in section 1OA.O1. 

Section 16 makes the act effective January 1, 2006, for contributions received and expenditures and 
checkoff money distributions made on and after that date. 

PSW:ph 

cc: Kelly Wolfe 



. 12/29/04 [REVISOR ] RPK/RC 05-0996 

Senators Marty and Hottinger introduced-

S. F. No. 489 Referred to the Committee on Elections 

1 A bill for an act 

2 relating to elections; prohibiting political parties 
3 that receive a public subsidy from making independent 
4 expenditures; requiring that income tax checkoff money 
5 and political contributions refunded by the state be 
6 used only for candidates whd have agreed to spending 
7 limits; imposing campaign contribution and spending 
8 limits on legislative caucuses that choose to 
9 participate in the political contribution refund 

10 program; limiting multicandidate expenditures by 
11 political parties; increasing the maximum political 
12 contribution refund from $50 to $100; amending 
13 Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections lOA.01, subdivisions 
14 9, 18; lOA.25, subdivision 1, by adding subdivisions; 
15 lOA.27, subdivision 11, by adding a subdivision; 
16 lOA.275, subdivision l; lOA.28, subdivisions lr 2; 
17 lOA.31, subdivisions 3, 5; lOA.322; 290.06, 
18 subdivision 23. · 

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

20 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.01, 

21 subdivision 9, is amended to read: 

22 Subd. 9. [CAMPAIGN EXPENDITURE.] ~"Campaign 

23 expenditure" or "expenditure" means a purchase· or payment of 

24 money or anything of value, or an advance of credit, made or 

25 incurred for the purpose of influencing the nomination or 

. 26 election of a candidate or for the purpose of promoting or 

27 defeating a ~allot question. 

28. (b) "Expenditure" includes a cost incurred to design, 

29 produce, or disseminate a communication if the communication 

30 contains words such as "vote for," "reelect," "(name of 

31 candidate) for (office)," "vote against," "defeat, 11 or another 

32 phrase or campaign slogan that in context can have no reasonable 

Section 1 1 
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1 meaning other.than to advocate support for or opposition to the 

2 nomination or election of one or more clearly identified 

3 candidates. 

4 (c) "Expenditure" is presumed to include a cost incurred to 

5 design, produce, or disseminate a communication if the 

6 communication names or depicts one or more clearly identified 

7 candidates; is disseminated during the 45 days before a primary 

8 election, during the 60 days before a general election, or 

9 during a special election cycle until election day; and the cost 

10 exceeds the following amounts for a communication naming or 

11 depicting a candidate for the following offices: 

12 (1) $500 for a candidate for governor, lieutenant governor, 

13 attorney general, secretary of state, or state auditor; or . 

14 (2) $100 for a candidate for state senator or 

15 representative. 

16 An individual or association presumed under this paragraph 

17 to have made an expenditure may rebut the presumption by an 

18 affidavit signed by the spender and filed with the board stating 

19 that the cost was not incurred with intent to influence the 

20 nomination, election, or defeat of any candidate, supported by 

21 any additional evidence the spender chooses to submit. The 

22 board may consider any additional evidence it deems relevant and 

23 material and must determine by a preponderance of the evidence 

24 whether the cost was incurred with intent to influence the 

25 nomination, election, or defeat of a candidate. 

26 ~ An expenditure is considered to be made in the year in 

27 which the candidate made the purchase of goods or services or 

28 incurred an obligation to pay for goods or services. 

29 ~ An expenditure made for the purpose of defeati~g a 

30 candidate is considered made for the purpose of influencing the 

31 nomination or election of that candidate or any opponent of that 

32 candidate. 

33 ill Except as provided in clause (1), 11 expenditure 11 

34 includes the dollar value of a donation in kind. 

35 99 Expenditure" does not include: 

36 (1) noncampaign disbursements as defined in subdivision 26; 

Section 1 2 



12/29/04 [REVISOR ] · RPK/RC 05-0996 

1 (2) services provided without compensation by an individual 

2 volunteering personal time on behalf of a candidate, ballot 

3 question, political committee, political fund, principal 

4 campaign committee, or party unit; or 

5 . (3) the publishing or broadcasting of news items or 

6 editorial comments by the news media, if the news medium is not 

7 owned by or affiliated with any candidate or principal campaign 

8 committee; or 

9 (4) a cost incurred by an association for a communication 

10 targeted to inform solely its own dues-paying members of the 

11 association's position on a candidate. 

12 Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.01, 

13 subdivision 18, is amended to read: 

14 Subd. 18. [INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE.] 1il "Independent 

15 expenditure" means an expenditure expressiy-advoeae±ng-ehe 

16 e%eee±on-or-de£eae-o£-a-e%eariy-±dene±£±ed-eand±daee7 -±£-ehe 

17 expend±ettre that is made without the express or implied consent, 

18 authorization, or cooperation of, and not in concert with or at 

19 the request or suggestion of, any candidate or any candidate•s 

20 principal campaign committee or agent. An independent 

21 expenditure is not a contribution to that candidate. An 

22 expend±ettre-by-a-pox±e±eai-parey-or-poi±e±eai-parey-ttn±e-±n-a 

23 raee-where-ehe-poi±e±eai-parey-has-a-eand±daee-on-ehe-baxxoe-±s 

24 noe-an-±ndependene-expend±ettre. 

25 (b) An expenditure is presumed to be not independent if, 

26 for example: 

27 (1) in the same election cycle in which the expenditure 

28 occurs, the spender or the spender 0 s agent retains the 

29 professional services of an individual or entity that, in a 

30 nonministerial capacity, provides or has provided 

31 campaign-related service, including polling-or other campaign 

32 research, media consulting or production, direct mail, or 

33 fundraising, to a candidate supported by the spender for 

34 nomination or election to the same off ice as any candidate whose 

35 nomination or election the expenditure is intended to influence 

36 or to a political party working in coordination with the 

Section 2 3 
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1 supported candidate; 

2 (2) the expenditure pays for a communication that 

3 disseminates, in whole or in substantial part, a broadcast or 

4 written, graphic, or other form of campaign material designed, 

5 produced, or distributed by the candidate or the candidate's 

6 principal campaign committee or their agents; 

7 (3) the expenditure is based on information about the 

8 candidate's electoral campaign plans, projects, or needs that is 

9 provided by the candidate or the candidate's principal campaign 

10 committee or their agents directly or indirectly to the spender 

11 or the spender•s agent, with an express or tacit understanding 

12 that the spender is considering making the expenditure; 

13 (4) before the election, the spender or the spender's agent 

14 informs a candidate or the principal campaign committee or agent 

15 of a candidate for the same off ice as a candidate clearly 

.16 identified in a communication paid for by the expenditure about 

17 the communication's contents; timing, location, mode, or 

18 frequency of dissemination; or intended audience; or 

19 (5) in the same election cycle in which the expenditure 

20 occurs, the spender or the spender's agent is serving or has 

21 served in an executive, policymaking, fundraising, or advisory 

22 position with the candidate's campaign o.r has participated in 

23 strategic or policymaking discussions with the candidate's 

24 campaign relating to the candidate's pursuit of nomination or 

25 election to off ice and the candidate is pursuing the same office 

26 as a candidate whose nomination or election the expenditure is 

27 intended to influence. 

28 An individual or association presumed under this paragraph 

29 to have made an expenditure that was not independent may rebut 

30 the presumption by an affidavit signed by the spender and filed 

31 with the board stating that the expenditure was made without the 

32 express or implied consent, authorization, or cooperation of, 

33 and not in concert with or at the request or suggestion of, any 

34 candidate or candidate's principal campaign committee or agent, 

35 supported by additional evidence the spender chooses to submit. 

36 The board may consider any additional evidence it deems relevant 

Section 2 4 
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1 and material and must determine by a preponderance of the 

2 evidence whether the expenditure was independent. 

·3 (c) An expenditure by anyone other than a principal 

4 campaign committee that does nqt qualify as an independent 

5 expenditure under this subdivision is deemed to be an approved 

6 expenditure under subdivision 4. 

7 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.25, 

8 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

9 Subdivision 1. [LIMITS ARE VOLUNTARY.] The expenditure 

10 limits imposed by this section on a candidate apply only to a 

11 candidate who has signed and filed an agreement under section 

-12 lOA.322 to be bound by them as a condition of receiving a public 

13 subsidy for the candidate's campaign. The prohibition on 

14 independent expenditures imposed by subdivision 14 applies only 

15 to a political party that has signed an agreement under section 

16 lOA.322 to be bound by it as a condition of receiving a public 

17 subsid for the activities. enditure limits 

18 imposed by subdivisions 15 and 16 apply only to a party unit 

19 that has signed and filed an agreement under section lOA.322 to 

20 be bound by them as a condition of receiving a public subsidy 

21 for the party unit's activities.~ 
22 Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.25, is 

23 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

24 Subd. 14. [INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES BY POLITICAL PARTIES.] 

25 (a) A political party that receives a public subsidy must not 

26 make an independent expenditure. 

27 (b) A political party that has agreed not to make 

28 independent expenditures as a condition of receiving a public 

29 subsidy is released from the prohibition but remains eligible to 

30 receive a public subsidy if a political party that has not 

31 agreed to the prohibition makes an independent expenditure 

32 during that election cycle. 

33 (c) A political party_ that has not agreed to the 

34 prohibition in this subdivision must file written notice with 

35 the board and serve written notice on every other political 

36 party within 24 hours after making an independent expenditure. 

Section 4 5 
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1 The notice must state only that the political party has made an 

2 independent expenditure. Upon receipt of the notice, the 

3 political party that agreed to the prohibition is no longer 

4 subject· to the prohibition but remains eligible to receive a 

Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.25, is 

7 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

8 Subd. 15. [PARTY EXPENDITURES.] A party unit must use a 

9 contribution for which it has issued a political contribution 

10 receipt form only for the benefit of candidates for whom there 

11 is in effect a spen~ing limit agreement under section lOA.322. 
~::::~~·~::, 

l.2-----~c.~~ Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.25, is ---- . ('-~---
13 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

14 Subd. 16. [LIMITS ON LEGISLATIVE CAUCUSES.] (a) In a year 

15 in.which a general election is held for a house of the 

16 legislature, the members of a party caucus in that house must 

17 not make campaign expenditures that result in aggregate 

18 expenditures in excess of $750,000. 

19 (b) During an election cycle, in any year before the 

20 general election year for a house of the legislature, the 

21 members of a party caucus in that house must not make campaign 

22 expenditures that exceed 20 percent of the general election year 

23 limit. 

24 (c) A party caucus in a. house of the legislature that has 

25 agreed to be bound by the expenditure limits imposed by this 

26 subdivision as a condition of participating in the political 

27 contribution refund program is released from the expenditure 

28 limits but remains eligible to participate iri the political 

29 contribution refund program if another party caucus in the same 

30 house of the legislature has not agreed to be bound by the 

31 limits and has received contributions or made or become 

32 obligated to make expenditures during that election cycle in 

33 excess of 50 percent of the expenditure limit set forth in 

34 paragraph (a). 

35 {d) A party caucus in a house of the legislature that has 

36 not agreed to be bound by the limits must file written notice 

Section 6 6 
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1 with the board and provide written notice to every other party 

2 cau~us in the same house of the legislature within 24 hours 

3 after exceeding the limit in paragraph (c). The notice must 

4 state only that the party caucus has received contributions or 

5 made or become obligated to make campaign expenditures in excess 

6 of the limit in paragraph (c). Upon receipt of the notice, the 

7 party caucus that has agreed to be bound by the limits is no 

8 longer bound by the expenditure limits but remains eligible to 

9 participate in the political contribution refund program. 

10 (e) If a party caucus in a house of the legislature is 

11 released from expenditure limits under this subdivision, the 

12 party caucus is also released from the limits on contributions 

13 under section lOA.27, subdivision 14. 
/?~. 

/,J:!----C_e~2;/ Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA. 27, 

15 subdivision 11, is amended to read: 

16 Subd. 11. [CONTRIBUTIONS FROM CERTAIN TYPES OF 

17 CONTRIBUTORS.] A candidate must not permit the candidate's 

18 principal campaign committee to accept a contribution from a 

19 party caucus in a house of the legislature that has not filed a 

20 spending limit agreement under section lOA.332, or from a 

21 · political committee, political fund, lobbyist, or large. 

22 contributor, if the contribution will cause the aggregate 

23 contributions from those types· of contributors to exceed an 

24 amount equal to 20 percent of the expenditure limits for the 

25 office sought by the candidat~, provided that the 20 percent 

26 limit must be rounded to the nearest $100. For purposes of this 

27 

28 

31 

subdivision, "large contributor" means an individual, other than 

the candidate, who contributes an amount that is more than $100 

and more than one-half the amount an individual may contribute • 
.. ~,:;:;;~·-~"' ~~ 

--'/sec •. 8 y; Minnesota Statutes 2004·, section lOA. 27, is 

ame~adding a subdivision to read: 

32 Subd. 14. [CONTRIBUTIONS TO LEGISLATIVE CAUCUSES.] (a) The 

33 chair of a party caucus in a house of the legislature that has 

34 filed a spending limit agreement under section lOA.322 must not 

35 permit the caucus to accept aggregate contributions from an 

36 individual, political committee, political fund, or party unit 

Section 8 7 
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1 in an amount more than $500 in a year in which a general 

2 election is held for that house or $100 in other years. 

3 (b) The chair of a party caucus in a house of the 

4 legislature that has filed a spending limit agreement under 

5 section lOA.322 must not permit the caucus to accept a 

6 contribution from a political committee, political fund,_ 

7 lobbyist, or large contributor, if the contribution will cause 

8 the aggregate contributions from those types of contributors to 

9 exceed an amount egual to 20 percent of the expenditure limit. · 

10 For purposes of this subdivision, "large contributor" means art 

11 individual who contributes more than $250. 

'12 Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.275, 

13 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

14 Subdivision 1. [EXCEPTIONS.] Notwithstanding other 

15 provisions of this chapter, the following expenditures by a 

16 party unit, or two or more party units acting together, with at 

17 least one party unit being either: the state committee or the 

18 party organization within a congressional district, county, or 

19 legislative district, are ·not considered contributions to or 

20 expenditures on behalf of a candidate for the purposes of 

21 section lOA.25 or lOA.27 and must not be allocated to candidates 

22 under section lOA.20, subdivision 3, paragraph (g): 

23 (1) expenditures on behalf of candidates of that party 

24 gerierally without referring to any of them specifically in a 

25 published, posted, or broadcast advertisement; 

26 (2) expenditures for the preparation, display, mailing, or 

27 other distribution of an official party sample ballot listing 

28 the names of three or more individuals whose names are to ap~ear 

29 on the ballot; or 

30 {3) expenditures for a telephone conversation ±neittd±ng 

31 mentioning with roughly egual emphasis the names of three or 

32 more individuals whose names are to appear on the ballot; 

33 t4t-expend±ettres-£er-a-pei±e±eai-parey-£ttnd-ra±s±ng-e££ere 

34 on-behai£-o£-ehree-or-more-eand±daees;-er 

35 t5t-expend±ettres-£er-parey-eemm±eeee-sea££-serv±ees-ehae 

36 bene£±e-ehree-er-mere-eand±daees. 
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1 Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.28, 

2 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

3 Subdivision 1. [EXCEEDING EXPENDITURE LIMITS.] 1!l A 

4 candidate subject to the expenditure limits in section lOA.25 

5 who permits the candidate's principal campaign committee to make 

6 expenditures or permits approved expenditures to be made on the 

7 candidate's behalf in excess of the limits imposed by section 

8 lOA. 25, as adj}lsted by sect.ion lOA. 255, is subject to a civil 

9 penalty of up to four times the amount by which the expenditures 

10 exceeded the limit. 

11 {b) The chair of a political party or party unit subject to 

12 the prohibition on indepen~ent expenditures in section ·10A.25, 

13 subdivision 14, or the prohibition on expenditures in section 

14 lOA.25, subdivision 15, who permits the political party or party 

15 unit to make expenditures in violation of those prohibitions is 

16 subj·ect to a civil penalty of up to four times the amount of the 

17 expenditures. 

{c) The chair of a party caucus in a house of the 

19 legislature subject to the expenditure limits in section lOA.25, 

20 subdivision 16, who permits the caucus to make expenditures in 

21 excess of those limits, as adjusted by section lOA.255, is 

22 subject to a civil penalty of up to four times the amount by 

~~~--~~~~en:::::::t:x::::::e:h:o~::i:~ction 
J- 25 subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

lOA.28, 

26 Subd. 2. [EXCEEDING CONTRIBUTION LIMITS.] A political 

27 committee,.political fund~ or principal campaign committee that 

28 makes a contribution, or a candidate who permits the.candidate's 

29 principal campaign committee to accept contributions, in excess 

30 of the limits imposed by section l.OA.27 is subject to· a civil 

31 penalty of up to four times the amount by which the contribution 

32 exceeded the limits. The chair of a party caucus in a house of 

33 the legislature who permits the caucus to accept contributions 

34 in excess of the limits imposed by section lOA.27 is subject to 

35 a civil penalty of up to four times the amount by which the 

36 contribution exceeded the limits. 

Section 11 9 
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·Statutes 2004, section lOA.31, 

3, is amended to read: 

3 Subd~ 3. [FORM. ·1 The commissioner of revenue must provide 

4 on the first page of the income tax form and the renter and 

5 homeowner property tax refund return a space for the individual 

6 to indicate ·a wish to pay $5 ($10 if filing a joint return) from 

7 the general fund of t~e state to finance election ca~paigns. 

8 The form must also contain language prepared by the commissioner 

9 that permits the individual to direct the state to pay the $5 

10 (or $10 if filing a joint return) to: (1) one of the major 

11 political parties;-tit-any-m±nor-poi±e±eai-parey that qualifies 

12 under subdivision 3a; or t3t J1l all qualifying candidates as 

13 provided by subdivision 7. The renter and homeowner property 

14 tax refund return must include instructions that the individual 

15 filing the return may designate $5 on the return only if the 

16 individual has not designated $5 on the income tax return. 

""~ 17 __ c~~-=~) Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.31, 

(Ji ~~ubdi;i~ion 5, is amended to read: 

19 Subd. 5. [ALLOCATION.] (a) [GENERAL ACCOUNT.] In each 

20 calendar year the money in the general account must be allocated 

21 to candidates as follows: 

22 (1) 21 percent for the offices of governor and lieutenant 

23 governor together; 

24 (2) 4.2 percent for the office of attorney general; 

25 (3) 2.4 percent each for the .offices of secretary of state 

26 and state auditor; 

27 (4) in each calendar year during the period in which state 

28 senators serve a four-year t~rm, 23-1/3 percent for the off ice 

29 of state senator, and 46-2/3 percent for the office of state 

30 representative; and 

31 (5) in each calendar year during the period in which state 

32 senators serve a two-year term, 35 percent each for the offices 

33 of state senator and state representative. 

34 (b) [PARTY ACCOUNT.] In each calendar year the money in 

35 each party account must be allocated as follows: 

36 (1) 14 percent for the offices of governor and lieutenant 
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1 governor together; 

2 (2) 2.8 percent for the office of attorney general; 

3 (3) 1.6 percent each for the offices of secretary of state 

4 and state auditor; 

5 (4) in each calendar year during the period in which state 

6 senators serve a four-year term, 23-1/3 percent for the off ice 

7 of state senator, and 46-2/3 percent for the office of state 

8 representative; 

9 (5) in each calendar year during the period in which state 

10 senators serve a two-year term, 35 percent each for the off ices 

11 of state senator and state representative; and 

12 (6) ten percent for the state committee of a political 

13 party that has signed and filed with the board an agreement 

14 under section lOA.322, subdivision 2a, that it will not make 

15 independent expenditures and that it will use contributions for 

16 which it has issued a political contribution receipt only for 

17 the benefit of candidates for whom there is in effect a spending 

18 limit agreement under section lOA.322. 

19 Money allocated to each state committee under clause (6) 

20 must be deposited in a separate account and must be spent for 

21 only those items enumerated in section lOA.275. Money allocated 

22 to a state committee under clause (6) must be paid to the 

23 committee by the board as it is received in the account on a 

24 monthly basis, with payment on the 15th day of the calendar 

25 month following the month in which the returns were processed by 

26 the Department of Revenue, provided that these distributions 

27 would be equal to 90 percent of the amount of money indicated in 

28 the Department of Revenue's weekly unedited reports of income 

29 tax returns and property tax refund returns processed in the 

30 month, as notified by the Department of Revenue to the board. 

~he amounts paid to each state committee are subject to biennial 

adjustment and settlement at the time of each certification 

required of the commissioner of revenue under subdivisions 7 and 

34 10. If the total amount of payments received by a state 

35 committee· for the perioo reflected on a certification by the 

~6 Department of Revenue is different from the amount that should 
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1 have been received during the period according to the 

2 certification, each subsequent monthly payment must be increased 

3 or decreased to the fullest extent possible until the amount of 

4 the overpayment is recovered or the underpayment is distributed. 

5 Money not allocated to a state committee under clause (6) 

6 because the state committee has not signed and filed with the 

7 board a spending limit agreement under section lOA.322 must be 

8 canceled to the general fund. 

9 Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.322, is 

10 amended to read: 

11 lOA.322 [SPENDING LIMIT AGREEMENTS.] 

12 Subdivision 1. [AGREEMENT BY CANDIDATE.] (a) As a. 

13 condition of receiving a public subsidy, a can9idate must sign 

14 and file with the board a written agreement in which the 

15 candidate agrees that the candidate will comply with sections 

16 lOA.25; lOA.27, subdivision 10; lOA.31, subdivision 7, paragraph 

17 (c); and lOA.324. 

18 (b) Before the first.day of filing for office, the board 

19 must forward agreement forms to all filing officers. The board 

20 must also provide agreement forms to candidates on request at 

21 any time. The candidate must file the agreement with the board 

22 by Se~eember August 1 preceding the candidate's ·general election 

23 or a special election held at the gener~l election. An 

24 agreement may not be filed after that date. An agreement once 

25 filed may not be rescinded. 

26 (c) The board must notify the commissioner of revenue of 

27 any agreement signed filed under this subdivision. 

2a· (d) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), if a vacancy occurs that 

29 will be filled by means of a special election and the filing 

30 period does not coincide with the filing period for the general 

31 election, a candidate may sign and sttbmie file a spending limit 

32 agreement not later than the day after the candidate files the 

33 affidavit of candidacy or nominating petition for the office. 

34 Sttbd.-%.--fH9W-~9N6-A6REEMEN~-%S-EPPE€~%VE•t i!:l The 

35 agreement, insofar as it relates to the expenditure limits in 

36 section lOA.25, as adjusted by section lOA.255, and the 
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1 contribution limit in section lOA.27, subdivision 10, remains 

2 effective for candidates until the dissolution of the principal 

3 campaign committee of the candidate or the end of the first 

4 election cycle completed after the agreement was filed, 

5 whichever occurs first. 

6 Subd. 2. [AGREEMENT BY POLITICAL PARTY OR PARTY UNIT.]~ 

7 As a condition of receiving a public subsidy, the chair of the 

8 state committee of a political party must sign and file with the 

9 board a written agreement in which the state committee agrees 

10 that the political party and all its party units will comply 

11 with section lOA.25, subdivision 14. An agreement once filed 

12 may not be rescinded. 

13 {b) As a condition of participating in the political 

14 contribution refund program, the chair of a party unit must sign 

15 and file with the board a written agreement in which the party 

16 unit agrees that it will comply with section lOA.25, subdivision 

17 15. An agreement once filed may not' be rescinded. 

18 (c) As a condition of participating in the political 

19 contribution refund program, the chair of a party unit that is a 

20 party caucus in a house of the legislature must also sign and 

21 file with the board a written agreement in which the caucus 

22 agrees that it will comply with sections lOA.25, subdivision 16, 

23 and lOA.27, subdivision 14. An agreement once filed may not be 

24 rescinded. 

25· (d) The board must provide agreement forms to political 

26 parties and party units on request at any time. The state chair 

27 must file the agreement with the ·board by February 1 of any year 

28 during an election cycle in order to be allocated money 

29 designated to the party acc~unt on tax returns for the preceding 

30 and current taxable years. · The party unit must file the 

31 agreement with the board by August 1 preceding the general 

32 election or a special election held at the general election. If 

33 a vacancy occurs that will be filled by means of a special 

34 election and the filing period does not coincide with the filing 

35 period for the general election, a party unit may sign and file 

36 a spending limit agreement not later than the day after the end 

Section 14 13 
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of the filing period. 

(e) The agreement remains in effect until the end of the · 

first general election cycle completed after the agreement was 

filed or the dissolution of the political party or party unit, 

whichever occurs first. 

(f) The board must notify the commissioner of revenue of 

any agreement filed under this subdivision. 

Subd. 4. [REFUND RECEIPT FORMS; PENALTY.]~ The board 

must make available to a political party on-reqttese-and-eo-anyL 

party unit, ,or candidate for whom an agreement under this 

section is Ce.ffective, a supply of official refund receipt forms 

that state in boldface type that (1) a contributor who is given 

a receipt form is eligible to claim a refund as provided in 

section 290. 06 ,. subdivision 23, and ( 2) ±£-ehe-eoner±btte:i::on-:-·±s 

eo-a-eand:i::daee., that the candidate, political· party, .or party 

unit has signed an agreement to limit campaign expenditures as 

provided .in this section. The forms must provide duplicate 

copies of the receipt to be attached to the contributor's claim. 

(b) If a candidate who does not sign an agreement under 

this section and who the candidate or the treasurer of the 
/ 

candidate's principal campaign committee willfully issues an 

qff icial refund receipt £orm or a facsimile of one to any of the 

candidate's contributors, the issuer of the receipt is guilty of 

a misdemeanor. If the state chair of a political party has not 

signed an agreement not to make independent expenditures and the 

chair or treasurer of a party unit willfully issues an official 

refund receipt or a facsimile of one to any of .the party•s 

contributors, the issuer of the receipt is guilty of a 

misdemeanor. If the chair of a party unit has not signed and 

filed with the board an agreement to comply with section lOA.25, 

subdivision 15, and willfully issues an official refund receipt 

or a facsimile of one to any of the party unit's contributors, 

the chair is guilty of a misdemeanor. If the chair of a party 

unit that is a party caucus in a house of the legislature has 

not signed and filed with the board an agreement to comply with 

section lOA.25, subdivision 16, and willfully issues an official 
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1 refund receipt or a facsimile of one to any of the party unit's 

of a misdemeanor. 

3 Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 290.06, 

4 subdivision 23, is amended to read: 

5 Subd. 23. [REFUND OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO POLITICAL PARTIES 

6 AND CANDIDATES.] (a) A taxpayer may claim a refund equal to the 

7 amount of the taxpayer's contributions .made in the calendar year 

8 to candidates and to a political party. The maximum refund for 

9 an individual must not exceed $50 $100 and for a married c·ouple, 

· 10 filing jointly, must not exceed $3:00 $200. A refund of a 

11 contribution is allowed only if the·taxpayer files a form 

12 required by the commissioner and attaches to the form a copy of 

13 an official refund receipt form issued by the candidate or party 

14 and signed by the candidate, the treasurer of the candidate's 

15 principal campaign committee, or the chair or treasurer of the 

16 party unit, after the contribution was received. The receipt 

17 forms must be numbered, and the data on the receipt that are not 

18 public must be made available to the campaign finance and public 

19 disclosure board upon its request. A claim must be filed with 

20 the commissioner no sooner than January 1 of the calendar year 

21 in which the contribution was made and no later than April 15 of 

22 the calendar year following the calendar year in which the 

23 contribution was made. A taxpayer may file only one claim per 

24 calendar year.. Amounts paid by the commissioner after June 15 

25 of the calendar year following the calendar year in which the 

26 contribution was made must include interest at the rate 

27 specified in section 270 .. 76. 

28 (b) No refund is allowed under this subdivision for a 

29 contribution to a candidate unless the candidate: 

30 (1) has signed and filed an agreement to limit campaign 

31 expenditures as provided in section lOA.322; 

32 (2) is seeking an office for which voluntary spending 

33 limits are specified in section lOA.25; and 

34 (3) has designated a principal campaign committee. 

35 This subdivision does not limit the campaign expenditures 

36 of a candidate who does not sign an agreement but accepts a 
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1 contribution for which the contributor improperly claims a 

2 refund .. 

3 No refund is allowed under this subdivision for a . 

4 contribution to a political party or party unit unless the state 

5 chair of the political party has signed and filed with the board 

6 an agreement under section lOA .. 322 to comply with the spending 

7 limitation in section lOA .. 25, subdivision 14.. ~o refund is 

8 allowed under this subdivision for a contribution to a political 

9 party unit unless the chair of the party unit has signed and 

10 filed with the board an agreement under section lOA .. 322 to 

11 comply with the spending limitation in section lOA.25, 

12 subdivision 15.. No refund is allowed under this subdivision for 

13 contribution to a party unit that is a party caucus in a house 

14 of the legislature unless the chair of the caucus has signed and 

15 filed with the board an agreement under section lOA.322 to 

16 comply with the spending limitations in section lOA .. 25, 

17 subdivision 16.. Notwithstanding the deadline in section lOA .. 322 

18 to be eligible to receive a distribution of checkoff money under 

19 section lOA .. 31, there is no deadline for filing an agreement to 

20 be eligible to receive a refund under this subdivision .. 

21 (c) For purposes of this subdivision, "poliiical party" 

22 means-s-msjor-poiitiesi-psrty-ss-de£ined-i~-seetion-%66.6%1 

23 sttbdivision-~1-or-a-minor-poiitiesi-party-qttsii£ying-£or 

24 ineittsion-on-the-ineome-tax-or-properey-tax-re£ttnd-£orm-ttnder 

25 seeeion-%0Aa3%7-sttbdivision-3s has the meaning given it in 

26 section lOA.01, subdivision 29. 

27 A-Bmsjor-psreyB-or-Bm±nor-partyB-ineittdes-ehe-sggregsee-0£ 

28 thae-pareyis-orgsnizseion~wiehin-eaeh-hottse-0£-ehe-%egis%settre7 

29 ehe-sesee-psrey-orgsnizseioft7-8ftd-ehe-parey-organization-wiehift 

30 eongressionai-districes7-eottneies1-iegisiseive-diseriees1 

31 mttnieipsiieies7-snd·-preeinees• "Party unit.. has the meaning 

32 given it in section lOA.01, subdivision 30. 

33 99 Candidate" means a candidate as defined in section lOA.01, 

34 ·subdivision 10, except a candidate for judicial office. 

35 "Contribu.tion" means a gift of money. 

36 (d) The commissioner shall make copies of the form 
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1 available to the public and candid~tes upon request. 

2 (e) The following data collected or maintained by the 

3 commissioner under this subdivision are private: the identities 

4 of individuals claiming a refund, the identities of candidates 

5 to whom those individuals have made contributions, and the 

6 amount of each contribution. 

7 (f) The commissioner shall report to the campaign finance 

8 and public disclosure board by each August 1 a summary showing 

9 the total number and aggregate amount of political contribution 

10 refunds made on behalf of each candidate and each political 

11 party. These data are public. 

12 (g) The amount necessary to pay claims for the refund 

13 provided in this section is appropriated from the general fund 

14 to the commissioner of revenue. 

15 (h) For a taxpayer who files a claim for refund via the 

16 Internet or other electronic means, the commissioner may accept 

17 the number on the official receipt as documentation that a 

18 contribution was made rather than the actual receipt as required 

19 by paragraph (a). 

20 Sec. 16. [EFFECTIVE DATE.] 

21 This act is effective January 1, 2006, and applies .to 

22 contributions received, expenditures made, and checkoff money 

23 distributed on and after that date. 

17 



FORM6A 

T- AMENDMENTS 

~ommittee on Elections 

S.F. No. 489 

0 Resolution 

0 Re-referred (from another committee) 

Amendments: 
Page 5, line 17 delete everything after period 
Page 5, delete line 18 to line 21 
Page 6-8, delete section 5 to 8 
Page 8, line 29 delete new language 
Page 8, line 32 reinstate stricken semi-colon and insert "or" 
Page 8, line 33 reinstate stricken (4) ->

Page 8, line 35 reinstate everything after the stricken (5) 
Page 8, line 36 reinstate the stricken language 
Page 9, line 13 delete everything after the comma 
?age 9, line 14 delete everything before "who" 
Page 9, line 18 delete from line 18 to line 23 
Page 9-12, delete sections 11 to 13 
Page 13, delete line 13 to line 24 
Page 13, line 25 delete ~W' insert']!}:' 
Page 13, line 30 delete everything after period 
Page 13, delete line 31 to line 36 · 
Page 14, delete line 1 
Page 14, line 2 delete "(e)" and insert "(c)" 
Page 14, line 4 delete "or party unit" =-

Page 14, line 6 delete ~and insert "(dr' 
Page 14, line.9-10 delete ',party unit," 
Page 14, line 15 delete the new language and insert ''2,! party, political party': 
Page 14, line 16 delete the new language -
Page 14, line 24 delete the new language 
Page 14, delete line 25 to line 36 
Page 15, delete line 1 to line 2 
Page 15-17, delete section 15, renumber the sections in sequence 
amend the title as follows: 

Page 1, line 4 delete everything after the semi-colon and insert "expanding the 
definitions of campaign expenditures and independent expenditures" 

Page 1, delete line 5 to line 9 
Page 1, line 10 delete "program," 
Page 1, line 11 delete everything after semi-colon 
Page 1, line 12 delete everything before "amending" 



Committee recommendation: 

fZl And when so amended the bill do pass. OR 

0 And when so amended the bill do pass and be placed on the Consent Calendar. OR 

D And when so amended the bill do pass and be re-referred to the Committee on 

No recommendation: And when so amended the bill be 
D (re-referred to the Committee on . OR 

D (reported to the Senate). 

of committee recommendation) 
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1 Senator Wiger from the committee on Elections, to which was 
2 ref erred 

3 S.F. No. 489: A bill for an act relating to elections; 
4 prohibiting political parties that receive a public subsidy from 
5 making independent expenditures; requiring that income tax 
6 checkoff money and political contributions refunded by the state 
7 be used only for candidates who have agreed to spending limits; 
8 imposing campaign contribution and spending limits on 
9 legislative caucuses that choose to participate in the political 

10 contribution refund program; limiting multicandidate 
11 expenditures by political parties; increasing the maximum 
12 political contribution refund from $50 to $100; amending 
13 Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections lOA.01, subdivisions 9, 18; 
14 lOA.25, subdivision 1, by adding subdivisions; lOA.27, 
15 subdivision 11, by adding a subdivision; lOA.275, subdivision 1; 
16 lOA.28, subdivisions 1, 2; lOA.31, subdivisions 3, 5; lOA.322; 
17 290.06, subdivision 23. 

18 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill 
19 be amended as follows: 

20 Page 5, line 17, delete everything after the period 

21 Page 5, delete lines 18 to 21 

22 Pages 6 to 8, delete sections 5 to 8 

23 Page 8, line 29, delete "or" 

24 Page 8, line 32, reinstate the stricken semicolon and 

25 insert "or" 

26 Page 8, line 33, reinstate the stricken "(4)" 

27 Page 8, line 35, reinstate the stricken "expenditures for 

28 party committee staff services that" 

29 Page 8, line 36, reinstate the stricken language 

30 Page 9, line 13, delete everything after the comma 

31 Page 9, line 14, delete everything before "who" 

32 Page 9, delete lines 18 to 23 

33 Pages 9·to 12, delete sections 11 to 13 

34 Page 13, delete lines 13 to 24 

35 Page 13, line 25, delete "ill" and insert "1£L" 

36 Page 13, line 30, delete everything after the period 

37 Page 13, delete lines 31 to 36 

38 Page 14, delete line 1 

39 Page 14, line 2, delete "fil" and insert "~" 

40 Page 14, line 4, delete "or party unit" 

41 Page 14, line 6, delete "ill" and insert "ill" 
42 Page 14, line 9, delete the comma 

43 Page 14, line 10, delete "party unit," 

.44 Page 14, line 15, delete", political party, or party" and 

1 
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~;~ .. ,,. insert "or political party" 

2 Page 14, line 16, delete "unit" 

3 Page 14, line 24, delete the new language 

4 Page 14, delete lines 25 to 36 

5 Page 15, delete lines 1 and 2 

6 Pages 15 to 17, delete section 15 

7 Renumber the sections in sequence 

8 Amend the title as follows: 

9 Page 1, line 4, delete everything after the semicolon and 

10 insert "expanding the definitions of campaign expenditures and 

11 independent expenditures" 

12 Page 1, delete lines 5 to 9 

13 Page 1, line 10, delete "program" 

14 Page 1, line 11, delete everything after the semicolon 

15 Page 1, line 12, delete .everything before "amending" 

16 Page 1, line 14, delete "subdivisions" and insert "a 

17 subdivision" 

18 Page 1, delete line 15 

19 Page 1, line 16, delete "subdivisions 1, 2" and insert 

20 "subdivision 1" 

21 Page 1, delete lines 17 and 18 and insert "lOA.322." 

22 And when so amended the bill do pass. Amendments adopted. 
23 Report adopted. 

24 

25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

February 28, 2005 ................ . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 
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l A bill for an act 

relating to elections; providing for elimination of · 
3 the state primary in a municipality or county if no 
4 nominee must be selected at the state primary for any 

· 5 partisan or nonpartisan off ice in that municipal~ty or 
6 county; imending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 
7 2040 .. 03, subdivision l; 2040 .. 07, .subdivision 3; 
8 204D .. 12. 

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA.: 

10 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 2040.03, 

11 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

12 Subdivision 1. [STATE PRIMARY.]~ The state primary 

13 shall be held on the first Tuesday after the second Monday in 

14 September in each even-numbered year to select the nominees of 

15 the major political parties for partisan off ices and the 

16 nominees for nonpartisan off ices to be filled at the state 

17 general election, other than presidential electors. 

18 (b) If in any municipality or county there are no partisan 

19 or nonpartisan off ices for which nominees must be selected at 

20 the state primary, no state primary shall be held in the 

21 municipality or county. Howeyer, ·at least 15 days before the 

22 date of the state primary, the municipal clerk .or county auditor 

23 in such a municipality or county must post a notice in the 

24 office; and send a copy of the notice. to the secretary of state, · 

25 stating that no primary will be held in the municipality or 

26 cdunty because there are ·no partisan or nonpartisan of fic~s for 

27 which nominees must be selected in the munici~ality or county. 

Section l· l 
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1 .Sec.· 2. Minnesota Statutes ·2ob4, section 204D.07, 

2 subdivision 3, is am~nded to read: 

3 ·Subd. 3. [EXCEPTION; CERTAIN PARTISAN AND NONPARTISAN 

4 €ANB~BA~E CANDIDATES.] (a) If the candidate of a major political 

5 . party for a particular off ice is not opposed in the state 

6. partisan primary, the office and the candidate's name must be 

.1 omitted from the party column on the state partisan.primary 

8 ballot and the candidate who filed must be the. nominee of the 

·g party. 

10 ill If not more than ·twice the number of individuals to be 

11 elected to a nonpartisan off ice file for the. nomination, .their · 

12 names and the name of the office shall be omitted from the state 

13 and county nonpartisan primary ballot and the candidates who 

14 ·filed shall be the nominees. 

15 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section ·204D. ~2, is 

16 amended to read: 

17 204D.12 [NAMES PLACED ON GENERAL ELECTION BALLOTS.] 

18 Without payment of an additional fee; the county auditor 

19 shall place on.the appropriate state general election ballot the 

·. 20 name of every candidate: 

21 (a) Whose nomination at the state primary has been 

22 certified by the approp~iate canvassing board; 

23 (b) Who has been nominate~ by petition, .including 

24 candidates. certified by the secretary of state; and · 

25 (c) Who was nominated and whose name was omitted from· the 

26 state partisan or nonpartisan primary ballot pursuant to section 

27 204D.07, subdivision 3. Only the names of duly nominated 

28 candidates may be placed on a ballot. 

2 
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COMMITTEE REP RT ... WITH AMEN MENTS 

Committee on Elections 

S.F. No. 879 

0 Resolution 

0 Re-referred (from another committee) 

Amendments: 
Page 1, line 21-22, delete "atJl.M,t 15 days before the~ of the state primary" 
and insert "no later~ 15 days ~r the close of filings." 

Page 2, delete sections 2 and 3 

Amend the title as follows: 
Page 1, line 6, delete "sections" and insert "section" 
Page 1, line 7, delete everything after 1 
Page 1, line 8, delete everything before the period 

Committee recommendation: 

And when so amended the bill do pass. OR 

JZI. And when so amended the bill do pass and be placed on the Consent Calendar. OR 

0 And when so amended the bill do pass·and be re-refe;red to the Committee on 



No recommendation: And when so amended the bill be 
D (re-referred to the Committee on . OR 

D (reported to the Senate). 

February 28, 2005 (date of committee recommendation) 



[SENATEE ] mv SS0879R 

1 Senator Wiger from the Committee on Elections, to which was 
2 ref erred 

3 S.F. No. 879: A bill for an act relating to elections; 
4 providing for elimination of the state primary in a municipality 
5 or county if no nominee must be selected at the state primary 
6 for any partisan or nonpartisan office in that municipality or 
7 county; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 204D.03, 
8 subdivision 1; 204D.07, subdivision 3; 204D.12. 

9 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill 
10 be amended as follows: 

11 Page 1, lines 21 and 22, delete "at least 15 days before 

12 the date of the state primary" and insert "no later than 15 days 

13 after the close of filings" 

14 Page 2, delete sections 2 and 3 

15 Amend the title as follows: 

16 

17 

18 

19 
20 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

Page 1, line 6, delete "sections" and insert "section" 

Page 1, line 7, delete everything after "1" 

Page 1, line 8, delete everything before the period 

And when so amended the bill d pa s and be placed on the 
Consent Calendar. Amendments a ed. Rep~t adopted. 

(Co • : • tee. Ch~.iri. l~~ · · · 
February 28, 2005 ............... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 

1 



Senate Counsel, Research, 
and Fiscal Analysis 

G-17 STATE CAPITOL 

enate 
75 REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BLVD. State of l\1innesota 

ST. PAUL. MN 55155·1606 
' (651) 296-4791 

FAX· (651) 296-7747 

Jo ANNE ZOFF SELLNER 

DIRECTOR 

S.F. No. 858 .... Nonpartisan Legislative Elections 

Author: Senator Steve Dille 

Prepared by: Peter S. Wattson, Senate Counsel (651/296-3812)~J 
Date: February 28, 2005 

S.F. No~ 858 would return Minnesota to a nonpartisan Legislature, as was the case for ·6Q 
years between the passage of Laws 1913, ch. 389, and Laws 1973, ch. 3. The ballot for legislative 
candidates would not show their party affiliation and there would be no party primary for them. 

Section 1 eliminates the party accounts in the state elections campaign fund and gives the income 
tax checkoff money for a political party that would otherwise have gone to legislative candidates to 
the party's state committee. 

Section 2 strikes legislative candidates from the partisan primary ballot. 

Section 3 adds legislative candidates to the nonpartisan primary ballot. 

Section 4 strikes a reference to the order in which legislative candidates appear on the partisan 
ballot. 

PSW:ph 

cc: Kelly Wolfe 



01/14/05 [REVISOR ] CEL/RP 05-1634 

Senator Dille introduced-

S. F. No. 858 Referred to the Committee on Elections 

1 A bill for an act 

2 rel~ting to elections; providing for nonpartisan 
3 legislative offices; modifying the allocation of money 
4 in the state elections campaign fund; amending 
5 Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections lOA.31, subdivision 
6 5; 2040.08, subdivisions 4~ 6; 2040.13, subdivision 1. 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

8 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section lOA.31, 

9 subdivision 5, is amended to read: 

10 Subd .• 5. [ALLOCATION.] (a) "[GENERAL ACCOUNT.] In each 

.11 calendar year the money in the general account must be allocated 

12 to candidates as follows: 

l3 (1) 21 percent for the offices of governor and lieutenant 

14 governor together; 

15 (2) 4.2 percent for the office of attorney general; 

16 (3) 2.4 percent each for the offices of secretary of state 

17 and state auditor; 

18 (4) in each calendar year during the period in which state 

19 senators serve a four-year term, 23-1/3 percent for the off ice 

·20 of state senator, and 46-2/3 percent for the office of state 

21 representative; and 

22 (5) in each calendar yea~ during the period in which state 

23 senators serve a two-year term, 35 percent each for the off ices 

24 of state senator and state representative. 

25 (b) [PARTY ACCOUNT.] In each calendar year the money in 

26 each party account must be allocated as follows: 

Section 1 1 
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1 (1) 14 percent for the offices of governor and lieutenant 

2 governor together; 

3 (2) 2.8 percent for the office.of attorney general; 

4 (3) 1.6 percent each for the offices of secretary of state 

. 5 and state auditor; and 

6 (4) ±n-eeen-ea%endar-year-dttr±ng-tne-per±od-±n-wn±en-state 

7 senators-serve-a-£ottr-year-term7-%3-%f 3-pereent-£or-tne-o££±ee 

8 o£-state-senator7-and-46-%f 3-pereent-£or-tne-o££±ee-o£-state 

9 representat±ve; 

10 t5t-±n-ea~n-ea%endar-year-dttr±ng~tne-per±od-±n-wn±en-state 

11 senators-serve-a-two~year-term7-35-pereent-eaen-£or-ene-o££±ees 

12 o£-state-senator-and-state~representat±ve;-8nd 

13 t6t-ten 80 percent for the state committee of a political 

14 party. 

15 Money allocated to each state committee under clause t6t 1!L 

16 must be deposited in a separate account and must be spent for 

17 only those items enumerated in section lOA.275. Money allocated 

18 to a state committee under clause t6t 1!L must be paid to the 

19 committee by the board as it is receiveq in the account-on a 

20 monthly basis, with payment on the 15th day of the calendar 

21. month foll~wing the month in which the returns were processed by 

22 the Department of Revenue, provided that these distributions. 

23 would be equal to 90 percent of the amount of money indicated in 

24 the Department of Revenue's weekly une~ited reports of income 

25 tax returns and property tax refund returns processed in the 

26 month, as notified by the Department of Revenue to the board. 

27 The amounts paid to each state committee are subject to biennial 

28 adjustment and settlement at the time of each certification 

29 required of the commissioner of revenue under subdivisions ·7 and 

30 10. If the total amount of payments received by a state 

31 committee for the period reflected on a certification by the 

32 Department of Revenue is different from the amount that should 

33 have been received during the period according to the 

34 certification, each subsequent monthly payment must be increased 

35 or decreased to the fullest extent possible until the amount of 

36 the overpayment is recovered or the underpayment is distributed. 

Section 1 2 
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1 Sec.·2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 2040.08, 

2 subdivision 4, is amended to read: 

3 Subd. 4. [STATE PARTISAN PRIMARY BALLOT; PARTY COLUMNS.] 

4 The state partisan primary ballot shall be headed by the-words 

5 "State Partisan Primary Balloi." The ballot shall be printed on 

6 white paper. There must be at least three vertical columns on 

7 the ballot and each major political party shall have a separate 

8 column headed by the words " •••••••••• Party," giving the party 

9 name. Above the party names, t~e following statement shall be 

10 printed .. 

11 "Minnesota Election Law permits you to vote for the 

12 candidates of only one political party in a state partisan 

. 13 primary election. 11 

14 If there are only two major political parties to be listed 

15 on the ballot, one party must occupy the left-hand column, the 

16 other party must occupy the right-hand column, and the center 

17 column must contain the following statement: 

18 noo not vote for candidates of more than one party." 

19 The names of the candidates seeking the nomination of each 

20 major political party shall be listed in that party's column. 

21 If only one individual files an affidavit of candidacy seeking 

22 the nomination of a major political party for an office, the 

23 name of that individual shall be placed on the state partisan 

24 primary ballot at the appropriate location in that party's 

25 column .. 

26 In each column, the candidates for senator in Congress 

27 shall be listed first, candidates for representative in Congress 

28 second, eand±daees-£or-seaee-senaeor-eh±rd7-eand±daees-£or-seaee 

29 represeneae±~e-£ottreh and then candidates for state off ice in 

30 the order specified by the secretary of state. 

31 The party columns shall be substantially the same in width, 

32 type, and appearance. The columns shall be separated by a 

33 12-point solid line. 

34 Sec.. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, se.ction 2040. 08, 

35 subdivision 6, is amended to read: 

36 Subd. 6. [STATE AND COUNTY NONPARTISAN PRIMARY BALLOT.] 

Section 3 3 
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1 The state and county nonpartisan primary ballot shall be headed 

2 "State and County Nonpartisan Prima·ry Ballot. 11 It shall be 

3 printed on canary paper. The names of candidates for nomination 

4 to the state senate, the state house of representatives, the 

5 Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, district court, and all county 

6 offices shall be placed on this· ballot. 

7 No candidate whose name is placed on the state and county 

8 nonpartisan primary ballot shall be desi~nated or identified as 

9 the candidate of any political party or in any other manner 

10 except as expressly provided by law. 

11 Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 2040.13, 

12 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

13 Subdivision 1. [ORDER OF OFFICES·. ] The candidates for 

14 partisan offices shall be placed on the ·white ballot in the 

15 following order: senator in Congress shall be first; 

16 representative in Congress, second7-state-seftator7-~h±rd7-aftd 

17 state-represefttat±ve7-£ottrtn. The candidates for state offices 

18 shall follow in the order specified by the secretary of state. 

19 .candidates for governor and lieutenant governor shall appear so 

20 that a single vote may be cast for both offices. 

4 



enate File 858 
Chief Author: Senator 'Steve Dille 
Minnesota on Partisan Legislature 

1913 Minnesota Legislature became the 
first state in the union to go non
partisan. 

1934 Nebraska became the 2nd state to go 
non ... partisan. 

1973 Minnesota's Legislature reverted 
back to a partisan legislature. 

2005 , Nebraska is the only state that is 
non-partisan. 

1 



1912 
> Special session called by Governor Eberhart 

Passed law for non-partisan election of 
1. County superintendent of schools 
2. Officer of 1st class cities 
3. State judges 

1913 
> Republicans were in complete control of state government. 

> Most Republicans were dry. 

>. Governor A.O. Eberhart, Republican 

> Lt. Governor and President of the Senate -J.A.A. Burnquist of St. 
Paul, (Dry Republican.) 

> Speaker of the House, Henry Rines of Mora (favored county option 
middle of the road on liquor.) 

> Major issues: 
1. County option on the liquor question -Republicans-dry, 

Democrats-wet 
2. Industrial accident insurance 
3. Initiative and referendum 
4. recall of public officials 
5. non partisan election of county officials 

Senate Action 

> Feb. 7, 1913 Senator Julian E. Haycraft of Madelia introduced bill to 
extend bi-partisan provisions of the 1912 law to include all judges and 
all city and county officers. 

> Senator Frank Claque offered the amendment to include the 
legislature. It passed 35-22. 

> The final bill passed 53-8 

2 



House Action 

> Republican Representative CW Brown of Glencoe moved to include 
the legislature in the list of non-partisan positions. 

» Amendment passed 71-39 

> Those who voted no: 
37 Republicans, including Speaker Rines, and Rep. Charles A. 
Lindbergh of Little Falls 
1 Democrat· 
1 Public Ownership member 

» House final passage 94-17 

» 1 7 no votes came from: 
14 Dry Republicans 
1 Wet Republican 
1 Wet Democrat 
1 Public Ownership Member 

» 94 yes votes came from: 
18 wet Democrats 
Most wet Republicans 
1 Prohibitionist 

Conference Committee: 

» Stacked against non-partisanship by Speaker Rines and 
Lt. Gov. Bumquist (Senate President) 

> Conference Committee Report vote: 
House 65 yeas 48 nays 
Senate 36 yeas 15 nays . 

3 
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/ D.~Lers A ut'hor ·Party Designation ills 
i nfl:~;~·· iii';ib.;Qtb> . .'h~·uses of Instead they themselves the reforms go· into effect. The house version is" ;.~1 
I th~ :t\·iinne~u~' lrZgiJfature to: will introduce bills · relating Senate ·authors of the par- thored by Reps. John C:hen1 
Id ... , ···'"·'·.;_,:,· . to the size of the legislature, .ty aes1gnation bill are Mino.r- weth, St. Paul; Riel i"1'f, 
j. <:lY :.introduc~4t~ .. ·~il~s provid- now at 202. members, allow- ity Leader Karl Grittner, As- Ian, Little:,Falls; Joi ..3are 
. mg fqr P.arty.,;~1~s1g~f1~10n for . . . · · ! members of thellegislature. mg t.he leg1sl~ture to call .1t- sTstant Minorit Le Ni h- Sauk:;, R4pj!J:.s; Carl .r· 
; · .. ~·::'~, .. ·,, :., ._. .--·:: self mto sess10n and prov1d- o as o eman and Sen. Wen- Fridley; and Jack Kozl 
I DFLer~, ·in :W~,,miri.p~it:y i11::}ng "n~alistic ~alaries" once dell Anderson, all of St. Paul. lumbia Heights. ·-~./ 
· both. ·P<?~es f~~~·-;,P{l:~t: two -· - ·· 
sess10ns, hav~{Jtt.oo tin~ilc- .,. 

, cessfully for-~~~~._. to ~et : 
I a party qe~4~~ti9n ... b 1 111 
1 adopted. Pohtical·. theorists I 
in both parbes:generaily feel 

. t~at party designation would 
lielp the DFLe.rs more than 
'~he Conservabv~ .. 

Mil1t>I'.ity le~ders' saf d they 

I ar.e ~P,~~-~~in .. g·.· . .': .. t~~'.. practic. e I 
tr~ed m . Qtp¢t7:~M·~}gP.§,~:9f ~e-
lymg on members i:'Of·lne ma
jority to · :.:~1:\):hdr -;ieg.islative I 
reform bills. · "c~: ____ _ 
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t.'t~i~ {c, 
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'4ti ~~ . ~;:,·:.. . . : •. 

, 'f. ·'fop\'.rl~~t ·1~~9 Mlnneapolls Star and Tribune Company 
. .· "•. ·~ ~. 

'. ;.,.· :~·\bbut:five·out of eight Minnesotans (65 
1 .>.·~r;: ·:centfifh.ink; the offidal. s.tate election 
, ·fHiillot should show the political party of 
; · ~ciidates for the State Legislature, ac-

The next question: 

"Do you think party identification on 
the ballot is a very importti_nt ;issue or not 
so important?" ~>J;.. . . 

!.~r. 
~~rqipg to a sampling of opinion by The 
Nfii}heapolis Tribune's Minnesota PoH. -~~:. sh!:1~vb. Should 

.:~~:Most_ ot those who tavor party identifi- r•sid•ntt an ballot not 
r Party identification is 

cation. on the ballot feel the issue is very very important . . . . . . 41 ~~t 57% 
, I . qr.- fa.iJ;ly important. "It is. important for Fairly important · •. •. . • . • 18·~;r: :22 " 

:r.· th.e party to be on the b.allot, because the Not so important ••...• 33~.\i.;\":·1s 
.. voter will know more ab.out the positions Not important at all • · · • 351.~~:r;;.:~~{ 2

1, 

10% 
9 

66 
13 
2 of' candidates on the issues," a 30-year-old Nonco-mmittal • · · · · · · • • , 

South st.. Paul man said. 100%:\~{10~3 1003 
; ""Voth:ig should be strictly for the man '·:-.~ · 
and not ~the party," said a 22-year-old Du-. Those who ~id tl;le.:par&·· P.t~egisl.ative 
Iuth:: housewife who opposes party identi- candidates should be ~esignatM AND that 
tication ·and feels the issue is not an im-
~:ortant orle. . the issue is very or fairly important gave 

ll;.: ·;·: .· \: . these reasons: (1) party tells voters what 
- ,_;Of.: th~·: 28 per cent who expressed op- . 

position; ~to party designation,".the large the candidates stand fb.f, .ll~PS V?ter make 
· · majdrity 1$aid the issue is not so important decision; {2) voters hay~· eJrigh~ ~? know 
'!.. qf:not imtJc>rtant at all. · the party of a candidate; (3) p_arty .designa-
:·· · ":.}El.~~tiol').s of state legislators have been tion promotes party responsibility, ~voids 

co"fi:duc~ed without party labels on · the divided party responsi · · ; : ( 4) .. ballot is 
·~iH6ts: since· 1913. T_o learn how many too l~ng to know th~.,.,- ··:~'(a~I- the ·can-
NfJnnesotans would lrke to change that • · 
~l~~tion Procedure, field reporters asked didates before going~ .: .. ::· 
·a;1balance.d. cross-section of 599 adult men The reasons given\ .. e .W.~o oppose 

' i.i;1~ .. ~·om~n: ·
1 

party identification A. :- ...... : ·rur the. issue 
. · ·;'"Cap.didates for the State Legislature is not so important of riof i.mportant at 

... often1run as ... Republicans and Dcn'l.ocralic- all: (1) Should vote fox: .the ·tj:ian and .!lot 
f.arhie~-Labqrites even though the official the.party; (2) partisan .1>9litiC's Js1:bad, vot-

. election ballQt is on a no-party basis. Do . ers decide for bad candidaf ~ ri:the.ba.sis 
i: .· ilo.'li. think thk official election ballot should of party; (3) mQst voters al,. y know the 
~= ... :·or tJhould ·fiot show the political party of party of the .candidates fo( .. ·~slature.. · 
''· · ·~~t;znd. idates_ :~or the legislature?" · '.F;'i ~~·¥;· · 

::\ ·· · · In earlier Minnesota Pol ·~ '·'.weys state 
.;,'.·:--:,<;~1 ·_(;~.Rank ·.8:~(f'_file DF~ei~.;;,i:tnd ~epublicans .. r~sidents were less. favq :~~Q/.::party 
~~~, ;:,..'!.· ~1-~w .t~~:.,.;1ssue, ::ah~e: ·;but independent··· '.·'.:i9entifiGdU6.n.~:~J Ha_;,w. er,-, J ," ;brding of + Y,Q.t~r~~re more .}.nchn.ed .t? oppose party : .. )t)i~,.Ji.4~stio.~·J:~gjf •.'f Y• ·a ... '. ows:": t'Mem-
... ,,.. c.ie~1gnatmn on tlie ballot: b'"'· .~ ""'~'' th''"~·s"' g· i r.·.·.e,,·. :now are . ..:· . ... . ers o e. . 

· '·' A1.1 elected on a ·no-pa y basis.:"· OJ:.,as Dem-. ·::,·. ,~·s:~~ls I DFL.... ~i:aun~- pe'~'j;;h ocratic-Farmer-Laborites or, as ~:Republi-
. :, BaUot should .. ·. · cag.s .. ·:But .J~. ey u.s.u. al. ly join .a:~.·.·..:::£.i,:t .:m'' · in the 
·o._ ... ( ... ~~:.:.·). s.hOw party •• '65% 693 ·: 69% 57oto L · 1 t · 1 '"' t d ~~y t :v. ~ 

25 
o , 

25 
,. . egis .a ure · ea~,•.~:1i;: ~wa~: ::1·un<j par y or · 

· .. · ~~~~dm~i~t~i.'.' 2~ 6 6 
3~ the other. Do yol.i'thmk members of the 

100% 1003 100% 100% 
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Legislature should or should not be elect
ed under political party labels?" 



11//I 
t 

'-'?: ·Pq~ty Label 'Dogmatists' Af'/ar, 
v'/j·Nf· .. . . ·· ;;z -17-{f7 
-~/ · ~fMINNESOTA legislators-at leas.t some .of them 

.7·.still seem unaware of the gro.wmg :q>vbhc cla or 

.. 'r more res ons1veness by· ec e reptes·en a 1ves- to 
.. : e ··desires of the ele9torate. Other legis a tors w;.efer 
; to ignore the. clamor..: ·"\. ··., ~ 

' 1.'. 
That responsiveness, many Minnesotans havt1 .J.Qtj'g 

believed,. can be ensured by political party design)itjon 
of 1eg1slators. Most of the legislators, however t .. ar
t1cularly those' w o call t emse· ves Conservatiyes, 
prefer the fiction of "nonpartisanship.u They refuse 
to accept party labels, even though their caucuses." are 
conducted along party lines and many are eager.: for 
party endorsements in election campaign~ 

The pe~ennial party designation bill is again be-
"• fore the Legislature, and its supporters are being lis

tened to, but often with ill-concealed impatience. Sen. 
Gordon Rosen~ir; the Little Falls "~onservative," 
spoke of the "adherence to dogma" of the pro-party 
label witnesses and. urged the Senate committee to get 
on t9 "m<;>re important". matters. ·· · . · 

ThJ appeal -fqr dearer labels for legislators and 
greater, responsi:veness fo the. electorate._. might be 
"dogma," as Rosenmeir has suggested. But a.s long 
as the legislators keep ignoring those appears, the 
"dogmatists" will be back, demanding that which 'is 
rightly theirs. ' 

/ 
\· f 

........_ _ __. .. 
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ON .,ASSAILED:' [tjAR.'. 
j . . hrt= ,. . ..;.\ : . g ~.1( s·~'j -·----

.:. . ... e~·~t¢ Uni~ f ... :'.ills·,·. ·a.~ty,' 
•· I .. _,, - . I ;" ':--;·t~ ;: ! £ • :.< : : ~ ... :·~ f 1: •• • .,', • 

·, /Desigpation .)\'l:~~,3ure 
.,, f<" '•1" 

,,, P-~\YYilJJyTEDSMEB~~KE~.-·. -···::::'., I 
' / . f-Minneapolis Star Staff Writer .· 

The state Senat,¢ Electiori~ 196S, fot ~~~ led . qf>i\osi
and Reapportionfi\ent Com-. tion to pafty designation 'pn l 
mittee,,J;tme? .the· }>i~nnial par- the house ·floe~·~-; · .. f'\ \:" 
ty des~~a!ton b1Ittoday but . . . ~·~. ·· ~n· .: 
not before - hearing itself He said 1f c?mm1tt~ !!1e~-
roundly ~riticized as a prime hers feel the ~ecto~~iJ.S · 1g
example 'of the "sham" per- !1°ra~t a~d ·un~~le. to .make I 
vading American politics. 1~tell1~ent chmces .. without 

dictation· from pohtical par-
The vote . on· whether to ties, "you should approve 

taole, and thus bury, the bill this bill.'' 
-was 12 to 6. All .but one of 

tne 13 Republican - oriented Passage, he said; would set' 
Conservatives . on the . com- the cause of genuine demo
m mee voted for the motion. cracy back many years. 

The vote- was no surprise, ~'I don't think we should be I 
since the same committee like the goofy-bird and fly 1 
has voted down attempts to backward ... more interested I 
require. legislative candidates in where we've been than\ 

. to run under party labels· for where we're going,'' he said.1 
the past eight sessions. . . l 

An identical bill, sponsored I 
Sen. Karl Grittner, St. Paul, by Sen. Robert Brown, Still-; 

DFL minority leader in the water Conservative, also was i 
senate, told committee mem- .junked. Brown consented ·to 

; hers he was dismayed with the· move, stating .it would 
l the reception given the bill be "redundant" for the com-
! at its ·'first hearing last week. mitt~e to t.ake· up his bill: 

! Newsmen covering· the ses- M. · h d I , . _ mnesota bas a a non-
i si6n had descnbed the hear- partiSan legislature since 
i mg as a biennial "rit~l 1913. Nebraska's one - house 
\Clance''· -and an "exercise in legislature also is , nonparti-
1 fQuhty," fie satd. san I . . 

While their· comments ac~ i 
curately reflected sentiment 1 

on the committee, Grittner 
said, the treatment accorded 
party designation does not 
jibe at all with the desire in 
the nation to achieve "hon
est participatory politics." 

Grittner asked the ' com
mittee to take "one halting 
step" toward restoring "the 
confidence of the people in 

I our pol~tical system" by al
lowing the bill to go to the 
s.enate flpor "with or without ·1 

recomm.endation.' • 

1 
The .gest~re is needed, he 

! said, "so we can say the Min
: nesota Senate is a body that 
: does not fear open debate." 

Grittnef':s~· . t e s t i m 0 n y I 
prompted ....... almost no re-
spo~~ .fr?•?ir the. C~nser;1a- 1 

tive ~'flJOrl~Y,f b1;1t 1t did brmg 
a f<u:hier ; ·~eg1~l~tor, Carl 
Carl 'J¥ersen.,, ... ~o his feet. 

! Iversen, Ja DFL House 

1

1 member. froiµ. Ashby for 40 
years· bet~!\his defeat in 

:,;·:. :;.'; 

1 



C. rec\<. ~-to~ Oo- ~ \ 'j 
· ·~ n-;(t s ;) · ~·~~r~ i r · ·:'t¥ 

· Authors PaityµP· 
Designation Bfft 

Ji. bill to :require· Slfate: l.egis'" 
lators· ta carry party· designa
tion on the el~etion ballot has 
I been introduced in tlie Minne
! sota Senate· by DFL'er Roger 

I
D. Moe. 

"This biU would. ieqµire.1egis-
l Iators f& be· fionest with the · 
I people 'alSout" where they stand 
I politically,',. said Moe. He ex-
!. plained that, at the- present 
j time; legislators run without 
1 party designation although, once 
! elected, they caucus with either 
· the DFL or Conservatives. 

"Party designation is an im
portant indication of how a leg
islator might be expected to 
vot.e on key issues," he ;:;aid. 
"The citizen. has a right to 
know what that affiliation is 
before '11e votes for a candi · i 
date." : 

Moe cited the current elec- ! 
tion contest before the Senate; 
as . an example of what cnn ! 

·· happen without party designa-! 
tion. The Senator whosJ el~ction : 
is contested had p~omi . .,ed dur
ing the campaign that he would 
;eaucus with the ''majority" 
bu1r·didi nott fdentJiM· his. own 

· \parfWI. amliatfon~. Follow.mg~ the 
: jelectlfom ~.e! was: mil,ev.en· split · 
!·,!in tlif!! . ~ emep1j;· fu:r· the 
· '.!'i'n!IlW~diinir' senafun" w,fio, fat· 
: ~c a~oumre<f. nm. ~ision· to : 
; 1 <taucus witlt the· €0nseJJvatfves. : 
· 1 MOO·· called! yavty desi~ation; 

a. '"s~ im tne.- vigJW .. diimetion ~ 
.u\wandl. ·:.~e~; n~ns~ble· st~~~ ,

1

• 

,mtv.eimm.'en~ .. ---~·,·~~~>~·' I 

, . 

(~. 

' 



. . .. , .. ··- 111e Jeg1s1awr, he_i;;.~1Q, .. ~s.·. It , Bosenineier:~~~ ;-~u:~~~~~,~~e~a~~~:.a~~.~~i:i 
).,.,.:~f,, ; · · · Nor do the leg1slat1ve cau-
-~:·-, ..... : ;. • cuses substitute their own 

·..!.::~· /·. onpar·f 1sa· n discipline, he. said. ','There ~s 
~ . . . · · . no group policy. It 1s a top1<;: 

i . ·r ·\~: ··~··">·: ! : . . . that cannot be discussed (in 

). \: · ':~'R:u· .. · .. ~1·e .. >1·s B·e·s·. -t · . ~~~~~~:~ ~·0· ~~~~~v·~~e n~~ 
\! ·A • .... ·, . •· · • .. · . • thing Jn the whoJe .. picture 
~ .. ~11-:.· ... ·· '·· ,:'· • · . · . :·· .. that expr:essly or )inplieitly 

_ . . . Bf-~.~Jl~R! F~~~~IN,,~ has ever: bol:lnd .a!ly>member 
a · · MtnnF.~Hs ;rnbune .Staff Writer · to any vote ·on anyjs~µe'~··ex-; 

State s·~n~ Gordon .. Rosen-- cept for initial organizatio~. 
n!~1er.sa.id .Saturday that elec- ,.·' Ex~ep~ !or o~; ·or. two 
tmg legislators without party synthetic issues, he added. 
l a b e I s ha~ .::·:.::.·.,:·:,-, .. ,.,, .. ~=:::-·.~,.:.:·· .i: it is Jll!~.?ssibl~ _to t7ll frqm 

~i~.~{~~~~: f''! ' R\0~,~ gl!~E~~s ~~oi~s a aSb:.~~'(~; I 
''Ihe '.'greatest Editors and academicians 
Legislature of '. who· support party designa-
all from the ·. tion have not ·examintld the 

,. 

sta n a p 0 i n t question criticaJly' he said. 
of mdepend~ Minnesola's Legislature has 
ence.'' . been nonparlisan since 1915. 
·-rf"fhe i n d e- Roscnmeier cited laws on 

pendent '1egis-- Rosenmeier ciVil rights, metropolitan gov-
lator must stand before his CT nm en t, poJlutions.Q_n~~Of' 
own constitue11cy and bear a n d regional.. dey~lopment, 
the risk of his own · judg-' and asked: "Is there · any: 
ment," Rosenmeier, a Little doubt that the product .of tpe 

· Falls Conservative, told the Mmnesoat Legislature . ·h·a s 
Institute on Minnesota .Politi- been a h1ghly progressive one 
cal History in a· rare and im- through history?" ~· 
pass!oned defense of the non- "The Legislatu.res .. of ·this 
partisan ballot. st~te have not been respon-

, . Rosenmeier's s tan d was siv.e," Benson retorted. lat~r · 
,,.. ~disputed by-former· Farmer- during ~he St.· Paul meeting. ' 
- )Labor· Gov. Elmer Benson He said.they have permitted 

who could not get a tax pro~ the .~tat~'s lumb~r to be ~·sto-:. 

( 

gram rhrough the nonpartisan len, mining res'ources-;to be 
Senate in 1937. . "looted"· ~nd farmers to be 

With designation by poHti- ro?,bed by,. railroads. . 
cal party, he said in a sepa- ~e Farmer-Labor a?min-
rate speech, "You'd be able to istrat1?ns were respons1v~ to 
p I a c e some responsibility . the wishes .. and. t~e needs of 
someplace. ·Now you c 't.. the people, he said. . . 

.. . · . ,, . . an · State Treasurer Val B1orn-
m .we r;, fr~e, stud Rose~- son suggested that' ~ome .sup~ 

_ e1er. to .enact what. 1~ port for nonpartisanship 
needep, --what. our const1tu- ·comes fr9m the legislator 
en ts want, wholly unh~edful• who looks in· lhe mirror. and 
o~, demands 01~ partisan po~iti- . asks: "if we had party desig
ca&f\eccssity. \, nation, would you be here?" 

II ~..-:=~.·?: 

q 
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. arty D,esi nation? . , 
· Ag~in it. ~ being asked wheth~i· · . backfi1;ed, and the ·amE7nded bi~ WM 

Mitmesola i~gislatm·s should. be elect- approved. ;, ···. 
'ed: ·with party designations. The · Legislators cl10s~ to run without 
Leagu~ of Women Voter~ rec~mmends _Qa11:y designation primarily .bec~use 
hat they.,do. Forty-eight states ;have of the prohibition issue. National pro:-

. party-l~bel~d· .l~gislatures.. hibition took effe~t in 1920. But un't;il 
: " While th.e party system works then, states could opt td: b~ wet or;. 

ell nationally, it seems unnecessary dry, however th~r legis.lators · ;vot~; · 
.. · the ~ta\_«$...ftgislative process. and "fu'Minnesota, this iss~e d.~d .. µ.o~:.bre~· 

1 

ould work-:·1to stifle it. evenly· down party linea; :.r.and , leg•s-
, In r{a_tion~ politics~ it is of~n only lators .feared being . ~~bi~ .. ~:~·o . g~ .. ~ 
:hl~ough .. such '°la~ling that voters cari along with their parties~:·positirins··o1i 
·.now· ~l. ·candidate's general outlook. prohibitidi1. Hence, they chose· to be. 
··egisla~o1~, _':however, .r.epreseht . con- nonpartisan~ leaving the:·;:partie~:.· fr~e ·, 

siderably·.sinaller·populations, particµ-, to advocate their o ~n- ~divitlual .· 
larly Jn · Miriilesota and the interested positions. '·. ··: ~. 
voter. can ¥ieet legislative candidates . Many issues ·in the. state tod~~·; 
arid" .lea-rn t}lefr political vi~ws first- are simila1~;· they "def~ i party rities. 
h~nd.,:. ;In· f.a~ct,· without party .labels~ -Our Legislature ·can be Piore respori~ 
.egis1ator8 have to· make a speeial STue with leg1sl~to;rs left f~~e. to: .. m.~k~~· . 
· ftort.:to· make· their views known. up their oW11 minds .on t}Je manY~o~ . 
. ; .". ~rfi'~.:· :iack : Of : party · de.$ignation, partISan issues, rather ·~t~'11 :,..pein_g·:; 
~ij~~,:~~1iouid ·~erve to· mci.ke legislators . locked mto pos.itions througlf· .. :·p'#.i~· ~ 
mbre f:fodependent in their' voting, <!!_filiati~n. .. . . ': . ":· .'.··-~.:··. '\!~ _, 
b_efug:.more responsive to their consti- This point of view has been con..: 
~q~SY. and-. conscience than to a party · firmed· somewhat by a recent survey · 

.. - .platform. of state legislatures by the Citizens · 
.: \_'·.Jt··was .. preeisely a d~sire to be free Conference on St ate Legislatures, 
" .. -~·.i·C!.i2':1. ~ """ 

.~. ·p~·;.~onstrictin Iatf ms. that r. a n k in g legislatures according to 
'._ ,. ,t;~"-1ghf about our ti'adi_tion of non- th 'e i r overall p1~ofide~cy·, a·ccourtt
: : .. r ·~.~:aif.~egisl~to1~s. I~ . th~ 1913 . ses~ ability and representation .... Minnesota 
I • ·~l.Q~f;f;a-::.·p.t,·oposal was mtroduced to ~nd Nebraska are the "only states with 
.. hay~ .. : .. ~oi.ih.ty· .·lofflcer~ run without .. nonpartisan legislatu.res, an~fboth of" 
<:-.._jia~tf:i·p'esfgpati.on:· In·. an effort ;to· .,.them' w~re listed ·:'ill the . : t-o p io . 
... ·· ~~~f.1~.~s proposal, .:it .was···~m~nded .. fo"· ·~Nebraska; 9, ~, n d ~lnnesota,_ 10., 

.. indude:.1e.gisi9iors :'also . .":But the mbve to be specific; . · · 

JO 
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Staff Writer 

ouse Liberals attem ted 
nesday: o li(t. ·a ~-P.~rty 

ignation bill\. out .ota .. sub
m1 eE1 · or ari immedi-

Voting with the Libefals 
were. Reps. Robert Bell, 
Roseville, and John Keefe, 
Hopkins, both Conserva
tives. 

Sam Barr. a Liberal-from 
e vo e Y ... e u House.. Ortonville, voted with the 
Conserva~ves; .. ~ho con-1 Conservatives. 

·ol the House b~s1x votes,,------·-· 
ere able· to , efeaf the I' 

' ~ I 10ve on a close vote of 65- , ; 
69. . . :1 

Two conservatives voted d 
with th~· Liberals, .while one it 
Liberal "crossed over to vote I' 
.witn..the·Republicai,!ioriented i' 
Conservatives. ,I 
Lib~~al · Minority Leader ·I 

M"a:r:-tm Sabo of Mmneapolis.._ 1 
sa1ti several groups in the I 
state, inciudipg the DFL I 
paT.iy · amt the League of I 
Women. ·.Voters, have long I 
demandea that state Iegisla- I 
tors be required to run with 1 I 
party labels. , j l 

Under existing law the ~ 
two major party labels can- I 

· not be used. · I 
Rep.' Stanley Enebo, Lib- I 

eral-Minneapolis, · ·is the 
hief -2.Uthor of one PC:1rty 
esignation · bill. He , ·said 
onservatives were ke~ping 
e bill locked in a su!)Qom-
ittee to kill it. .:: .. 
Subcommittee chafrman 

· Vern~ Long, Pipes'tone, de-

1 
nied · the charge, saying 
hearings· were not complet
ed. · 

Majority Leader ·Ernest 
Lindstrom called the inove 
a polltical one ·designed ".to 
delay the work on the ·floor 
of this house." . . . 

J). 
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.. ' LfD_€>·Sf: j~ ~~-~ 
I ·' d.' April .2_8; 1971_ . . . - ·sT. p A$ ~JS~4J.f11: · .. :-:-i. "• . • . :,. . J .,~ ** ~ 

I' P~dy · a ~I Bill? K~ fox V~:f.~_:b,.¥~~-:~{f,Cff.~· 
l ,;_, "'' ,-;.,.. ~t~ ,.,._ ft~'' ~-~ '1T-·'A .r.} · ... ~ Lt ·~ . (· . _.· 

::.1wo ;Corts~rva-tiv~~ votea: smce~tne tfe> .. party law was it is "an exercise in futility·:' bnf.·trh~~}~A~ vot{w s 
with 5even DFLers today to pass~d in 1913, although because the issue is dead in 9-7, with _B'rown'and Ber 
se.µd._ a .. Party fil.~~ignation th~y ca~e within one vote the House. rud ~gain· joining DFL · n 

l Bill for state ~e~~~a~o~s to this session. Chairman ~eith :ttughes, block~ng the att~mpt to k 1 
I the floor of. the ·-::·mnesota Party designation bil!g St. ·Cloud Co~~ervative, also j the bill. . 

I 
Sen.a~~~, . '.'',i·/if.:tv. · have passed the House sev- opposed the_b1ll. . THE SEVEN DF~e:rs w_ 

- ~ne roll c~ v~t~ »'~s.9~7 eral times when DFLers "IT APPEARS that this ~oted with Brow~ a~d- Be -
(}) j in .. the .$.~?~t~)~~l~qtio?s a~d were in control. que~tionable measure of gerud were.1J .. _c.'.Anderso. , 

! Re~pP0\l10n~-~f1~ ,co1:11m1t· BROWN is 4th District legislative. reform will find North J?ra~ch' Sli.fjd3enso ' 
tee·,-t ··· hairn;ian for the Republi~ its. way to the floor," Ortonville,Joh11.·6henowetl 

Senate.DF'L le~der Nicho- can party .. Most Conserva- Hughes said after the vote. St. ~aul;V. K. Jensen, Mon 
.... tev1deo;_ Roger Mo~. Ada; 

i las. GoleD:i~n s~id i't w~s the ·ves -are allied· With the Re· House Conservatives have Ricbard Parish, Golden Val-
' first :thne;· si-nce: 1913 that a ublican party. resisted a l t em pt s . µy ley, and Gerald. Willet' Park 
I party· label bill.has, reaGhed Sen. ·Alf Bergerud. Edina DF~ers· .to . P:Y the Party j Ra pigs .. :·. . ·· · . '. · 
1

1 
the Se_nat.e floor. .. . .. . Conservative, joined. ·with D g ti n Bill ut f Con1 - · · es1 na (} 0 0 - a,, . r .. g . 't tho 

1 LAWI\14JPJ;~.S l~ave; run g~~e;s1~.ina~~PP~~i~~~e~~~ riftt_e~_. .... ,_-, •:··· · ,. , ·:Y': hln.0:~5e~~~ail~:~e:;:~1~ris:;~: 
I 

witbout ""party '-d~signation· party )abel bill Sev~n C.ori- i1~.B~efqfe a1}-p1i.i(}'V_i·*·~:the S_inc1'~jr,,:'..~9P~Wtu:.As~l:;a~h, 
· siric~· ·~1913.~tMifinesota- ,and servahves voted agamst:1t. :Btown ·'. bi1l~--; the· c0mm1ttee Arde.1~,. Hills; ., l)oy ·!J:c;>~ten 
1 .Nebra,Sk:a:·!·;at.e;-: ·the:. ion~y. Sen .. Me1 Hansen. Miml.e- raj.~ct~d a motion by Sen. Mipneapolis·; . .J. A~.'Jcls.efso 

.

1

1 ~.ta~~~-:w~t.]1 p_,ol]i~~:J:j:is~~. l~g- ariolis · Conservati\te;-,i op-f.t)bp.l~M~··:·sinclair, : :Stephen Minneota; Earl ReQne , 

· 
1~~~:-·~~fll, ·· . sp~msor~.d · .. ·by .. ,,_ · - ~~~:yati"'.~: .. Js~ .. JW.~ · " · · · 

~ Sen':- Rdi:>.ett-Bto\vn, Stillwa-
: ·ter-: Coris~rvative, would re-
:·guli-e .. i~~in~kers . to~ run_ ~s 
Repubhpan~ or·. PF.~~~s:'m 
l972> .·· ·:-' . ·•-.: ·.·. :·:·:.·'.:·;:'-: 

·.k DFLer·s never ·:have con
~¥olled the· :state· Senate 

1=- ... ~'.~'' 
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party designatioti hllls 'fn r.e-
· cent· sessions;: ·l3.4t ~Q;qipan-·: 
ion iegislaijon:. ::has· ·been 
stopped in co~~ftte·e this 

--:Spppsor¢d by· Sen. Robert year~-,/.. :": .. , .... ':;::. :r-, 
~wn, · Co.n~~q_~tly.e-sfm-. '.fh.e '.~eih1t~'s ·appr.ov~l of 
'"water, .and oac1'foo by-.mp~t: the. :riiea~urit .came on the 
members · of .the · · Thgis.I.a.- . . ·· . . . ~ ,. . . . · 
ture's LiBeral:caircuses, .. tbe frr~.t .. ~loo~ .. de~.te of .P~ty . 
biIL·would.'. have. slate fegis- . designatian .. si~·~~)\1inn~ota · 

ratilr's -.:~r-un ·as. Itepu[)!1tans swit~he.d · fo~:«i rion-par.Hsan 
·and .nt:ger~.J)egmme_g ·m Iegisiat~re 58, y·e)irs ago. 
·he nex e ect10n. . i '1 . · · · 

The House ha·s debated I S.enate. m1~_or.1.ty. l.eader 
· · ----~--L·-·-- N.icholas .Co:I~m·an.;. St.-Ptiul, 

. . nioved the' .sen:ate.;re~'t)nsid-
er' ~ts v~te:w.1~ec'i'i"~~lY.'!ol-
lowrng fm.al,.,passage.d{e;-ex
plained· the 'plQY' as. ~·.;\vay .of 
.cle~ti~g_ the. ·~ill ~F9.:iµ ·a "lat
er attem.P.t and 'g_'-tfhig t);l.e 

i bill . se~t '~~~_f{l~:.tt~o :: the 
, House.. . . . · ' ... , 
I Colem~n ·. ·~~ti .. :~k~~.· the 
1

l· ~~~=:~~0 ~~{t~ihre~~t,;~~~~ 
p~th to '.the ·Ffouse ·fro"Jrl.-~ny 
othe./ P.~r!iam~ntai;y ·a.· bsta-.. , 
cles .. ,: '£h~". §en.~t~v:ot~Q. 13-50_,1 

; ~gainst reconsideration. f · 
···-~~:·----· .. ·-·-·······-· .r~ 
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F 1n 
-~fi ~~~~-- ~~. ~- ,· .2 .. ~:-··· ·: ... ~:···1· .. ;l· ;'~.~\:,'._.,:~~J-.:·.-'r;_ ::~·~i.. 
+.;n.:1i'"""~· lJe "'.~· e.. rr:· 1:"7 • ., .. . is nl/"198 .:..{, 

I 
. . "·1·~: . f': .• n ;;_·I ~ . w . .. i.~. ~~~6lf'. 

~$t~, Minn. (AP) ~:ting sessi~n ~i~li~~lc ~o:::-:~~ilie 
-The DF:l--;i>~ .. ha~ control ~f session,'' added Anderson, wh9 en McMillarij'l!A\IStin1,.0JtLer 
the'-MinneMta Leg1Slature =ror is looking for support from law- Phyllis Kahnsilnd .Unda.}Ber
me first .tinw J~_lijSt:Ory, and one mak~rs in his atte~pt to I hold glin, both Miruieaw.lls OELers. 
of the Democratic lawmakers! the line on taxes U$ ye~.· Joan Growe,: ·Minne.tonk 

: first moyes· mtghi .. be seeing S~te Republican ~airrhan DFLer; Et.pe.e McAr,thur 

I ttiat they're. idenhf1ed as David Krogseng admitted a Brooklyn Center Conservativ 
"DF'Ler&" .m·.the next election. measure of gloom over the re- and Mary \F.orsYtlte;·-.-.a-gCo 

1i 11 I';dn1~uess. tna"tparty suits, but warned: "We're servative from Edfua;" .l 
' designation will be one of the starting to build for 1974 and Mrs. McMillan; .62;:has~be 
\first ·bjlls ::enacted, if not th~ we'll be playing· the role of the sole female legislator, 

\
very fir.~t Qill," ~id a jubilant watchdog over the Ari<;lerson past tw.o legislative; sesSio . 
DFL Chair.man Richard Moe administration and the DFL Asked what she .would consid r 

~
ednesday after his par~y had legislature.'' a fair breakdown .~of: th~ 1 

cored an ll:IlPr~cedented legis- Voters virtually remade the House and Senate seats, 
tive sweep in the general legislature, dumping 23 in- McMillan replied: 

dlection · ··. .·:- · i"· cumbents and producing. about "I'd think 50-50 .•. 'l)l~h .. 
\ Near~orllplele · ::rlttfns gave a 40 per cent turnover m the equitable, doesn't' ifyu.;;£, ·· 

t e DFLers: .. a 36=31. rowgin in House and Senate for the 1973 Thaddeus Jude, 20, a Mo 
t e enate and:a 78-56, a van- session. DFLer, is the youngest leg' 
t ge in the ouse, e ~ rme In the process, they sent two tor ever elected. He had to g 
~ocrats ave con rolled blacks, six women and the the state Supreme Court to 
_1:!! ~dies ·irf llie state's TI4- youngest lawmaker in state his name on the bfillot.-:--i· . 
~r isto.!Y. .· . history to tbe legislature. · . :~ . The high court held t1lal J de 

·rFLers· have been pushmg ~remaking of the_).~gisla- was qualified to·rqn.~ . .be 
f9 years to }¥lve legislators ture came ·at a time· when the '. Will turn 21 before· th(f~·"· ~of 
id ntified by party on ballots. voters· were. conve~~o'11if"in: :.;;the 197~ ses8fon.iif~anu ..... ~· 
N4v the election is officially other ·areas. ··_.'. 1 ~~!: -'.~ · ·.: Ironically; Jude's'~«\e~ : · 
no;partisan, although both par- ~ Th~y ~ent .along wi~Jli~ f!~;-; .:Yictor Jude of M~~I.~. ~k w~ 
tie spend substantial swns . tlon m fa/.9rmg Pres1d~~·~ixl· · an apparent loser~··· · 
ba · g their c~didates. on, although· making __ ~e··race. 

Uh majorities in both closer than in most sta_tes·; _they 
ho es and a DFL governor in re-elected Sen. Walter:F~ Mon-. 
We· qell Anderson, however, ' dale, D-Mmn., and. an' eight 
Mo expects the party designa- congressmen, and they?v~~d in 
tio measure and some others formerDFL Gov. Kar~.Rplvaag 
to · approval. · over incumbent P .K. 'Peterson 

" v. Anderson has a very as public service'·' com
rehensive legislative pro- missioner. 
, anq we know now it will B. Robert Lewis, a St. Louis 

rec ve a synipathetic hear- Park DFLer and member Qf the 
ing, .. Moe :sa!.4· .: . ·,.1,xi~ ~~t~ Board of EducatiQn, ~-the 

erson hm· ~aid he was ~ ·~ fifst black ever elected to. the 
"j de~Jf '~~he ·1egis1~: ~eh~te. ~· . ... ;;: ·:~. 
tiv trillnili1\:" e~pite a de.feat., ... GOn5erVative Ray neasant, a 
for~!p.re·~jde.:~~i~J., .. candidat'e, '. Republ~~an_.cit~ councµm .. an in 
Geo· ~. ~~9.ve'.61·.· .. · .... -·i'"···. :.J~lPP.f\l~~~bon :~'1.:~t~e .. ~.e.cond 

T ._goy~nior·~ praised DFL .. black::eve.r ¢)ected to th~iftgµse. 
party tirlity"· iulQ .. credited the · .TM, g.Jif'Sf ,' a, ... Min1tMf>-olis 
McGpvern campaign for "mak- laWyer, .~erved in 1899. 
ing tl)e difference in many close Both men ·said race wasn' 
races." · issue in their campai 

----- "H's gohtg teJ""lb& m..imers.o .. .X · ~ 
.. .-.... ----1 
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.:. ;.;;. Lu~c!2~ L, 1-!'.~ 1-:1J-7~ 
• The party designation pron is ~pro~ action in th~ 
.. gislature. The DFL has al ays .. be~n :f~r-, ·such des!cn.a·l 

. .. on on the 1fallot and the Re ubl!cans adverse. to 1t. ~ J.• ·: i- ... e con ro mg e eg1s a ure · e nieasvre·r 
'l~... easily p:ed~cteq t? pass unles~ sC!me mankef: wrench ·. 
'-~. thrown mt9 the bdl. Up to this time the offices pave 

· en called· Non-Partisan on the ballot but one knows 
hat happens when the boys finally ·get down th~_re

Jhen the party affiliation shows up pretty quick ·:it'nder 
1~the categories of liberals and conservatives. Seldom is 

/ :there an independent going down there-had one at ,the 
I ·~:ast session and that wrote history and if we recall right-

\ 

~-.a lot of fuss as well. Of course it is assumed :such a 
1>.erso~· can also run{or. the legislature and doubtless such 
_;V.,·ill be clear on· tJ:\e· b~llot-probably could use :a few 
}no re of them to off set the str:itt _party person. Thos~ wh·o 
:vote the party line blindly or jtist ·consult the· party whi.p 
·;bow he is to vote and not have to inform himself at all 
· .. b-0ut the legisl~tion coming up. Under non-party desi
: .. tion then~ is no committal to party platforms but once 
;a· . there you find out about th~l Under such circum- . 
~a ces the pa!tY lapel system is more forthright and 
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. s~afi.':phot-0 J>y ~i.c.hard Olsenius 
.... .:: . .. ;~ 

. Sen. .Charle~ ~em, Ch~kio Conservative, displayed a l\ A ~ , i· 

plucked rubber··~ chicken to the Senate Thursday to · 'IV 

I em. ph ....... a ... ~i~:·e'··his .. Boin~. that rural M.inneso~ans .would. be·.. . ~t.!~~l'.·~?·,~./.>{ •.. i.:, 
"ski~·~r~}.~l!ve·:::.~s ~ result of party destgnatton.. ... :·"~ M !t 

• • ·~ • 1 ·~ ·'i. r· · ~·i';· •·; 

.~ . o~';·se. . asses' p,.arty-designatia ~bill; 
~ . . . ' ,. :;:r~/ "()-~ d--73 \ .. 
~: S.en~ ·~ gives it preliminary app.ri6:Val 
1· By ~te~en Dorn.~eld ed to follow the example position on the legislatiie 
~ and.Den~is Cassano of their House brethren ballo.t will ~e given to tije 
]. Staff Writers and support the bill candidate· of the par~ 
$ . · Monday, they complained that averagedl the highe t 
} Party designati.on for state yesterday that the bill rep- number .. :.o~ vot.es in t 
~ legi<slative candidates was resents "a blatan~ misuse previous general electio . 
·r: assured Thursday after of power by the new DFL This would mean th 
J• the Minnesota House pass- majority." '- DFL legislative candidate 
~r ed the bill to provide it would be listed first o 
i~ and ·the Senate gave it Sen. Mel Hansen, Min- the 1974 ballot throughou 
[ preliminary approval. neap o l is Conservative, the state. 
~ charged that the bill's pro-
j: The . bHi, which wi!l end visions.·were drawn to aid 
q: the state's 60.-y ear-old the DFL and. ~':will lead us 
;~ practice .:of having legisla.-. . down the road to what. ··· 
Ji, tivc candidates run on a they have in sou.the r n 
~ nonpartisan ballot, is ex.;, states - a ·one-part sys-
~ pected to· be given final tem.'; · · 
a passage by t h e Senate 

fr ~~~d~r~ ang/o D~L si~0~~ ~~.d-;;. ~i#:. t~e ;:_ 
:!. Wendell Anderson. J 

Party designation, a long
St"andmg goal of DFL leg
islators, was passed in the ' 
House on a vote of 112 to ; 
20 --" with 72 Df Lers and f 

..... 40 Conservatives voting!; 
for it, 3 DF'Lers ai1cl 17~ 

· COilSer.vauves v o t 1 n g~, 
against 1t and 2 DFLers\} 
nut voting. ~ 

~ 

In the Senate, the biH was \ 
approved on a. voice vote 
after a Conservativ·e effort 
to return the bill to .com
mittee was defeated on a 
vote of 43 to 24. Six Con
servatives joined , the DFL 
majority in voting against 
the move. · 

I i 

Most political .st~dies have · 
·shown that:'the,candidate 
:listed ffrst on .. the ballot 
tends to re c e_i v e more 1 
vot~s. In the past. e po-

Party · I 
Continued on i:>a\e 4A 

\. J:. l though .. , the S~nale 
~onsetvatives are expecl-
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I Sfall PJ]9)9'byf1~·gen\'ciRadnleCkl .. ·. ·.< :· •. ,. . . ·· .· :r;. · · ~;· .• ·~ · "''""'' 

1Q.o~Jtll9~,siSD~.pc.irty-deSk1nation. bil! ,% .. · ", · ·62_'9'0 ·-73 
j~ov. :wendell · A~dersor(. hanqedi: a. c.~~em«?nial . pen . to. in opeping up. government"· and said it "will remove the 

P,t)yllis· J<~hn,· DFL~IYJinn'eapoli.s·;: Monday .after .. he. signed·.· blindfol~{p~opJe :'have. b~en forcea to wear for 60 years 
/JI! :i;>il(·providing· ,;p_a'r~Y:. des'igri'~Jion- for state"'legislative· when ··~oting:.:( for"-:slat~ legislator~.~: .. J.n.jipc.~rdan~~ . .Yi(jth-. 

·candidat'E?s;"' At Uie · signing· cerempny in -tt:i~ Capitol· the new lC!W.Jhe .... Tr·ibune··wllFrefer to legislators by· their · 
rotunda, Anderson called the bill "a major step forward··· partf_d.es!gn9tion .. -- ...... ~-··~·W·~·- ·~.,_, ...... ,,.,.. .. ..,(P. ........ ..........,.,........,....,'I"'.,....,,_.....,.~ 
........ "'I.. ... ·:·-··--·. 



.. EGISLATORS OFFICIALLY BECAME were just "Conservatives" right up until the end. 
emocratic-Farmer-Laborites or Republicans after Watching the signing are two representatives of the 
overnor Wendell Anderson signed the party- Farmers Union at Left, then House Speaker Martin 
esignation bill into Jaw on Monday of last week, Sabo, Senator Baldy Hansen, Rep. Phyllis Kahn, 

ending the supposed "non-partisan" status of the ":~use Majority Leader Irvin Anderson, Rep. Stanley 
lawmakers. The· Democrats called themselves Ene1:>o, ~nd ·Senato~ Majorit_y ~ooer Nicl)plas 
~ers for the past 8 years in spite of the ·non- COieman. ~0-?'J ~ 
pa s~s, but the Republi~ans insisted they °'- ').( .,- )3 
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S.F. No. 827 provides for state and local primary and general elections to be held only on four days: 

1. The second Tuesday in March 
2. The third Tuesday in May 
3. The first Tuesday after the second Monday in September 
4. The .first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 

The only exceptions would be for elections held to fill a vacancy in office and requir~ by statute 
to be held sooner than the next of those four days or elections conducted by mail. 

Article 1 sets forth the elections that are covered by the uniform law and designates the days when 
they may be held. 

Article 2 contains conforming amendments. 

Section 1 applies the new date requirements to school district capital project levy referenda. 

Section 2 applies the new date requirements to a levy referendum in a school district that is in 
statutory operating debt. 

Section 3 sets the times when municipal and school district polling places must be open on days 
other than the state primary or state general election. It says that polling places must be open at least 
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. If a petition requesting longer voting hours for any 
election is signed by a number of voters equal to 20 percent of the votes cast in the last municipal 
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or school district general election and filed with the appropriate municipal or school district clerk 
no later than 30 days before an election, then the polling places for that election must open at 7:00 
a.m. a.qd close at 8:00 p.m. 

Section 4 applies the new date requirements to municipal special elections. 

Section 5 say& that Ll:ie hours for voting in municipal special elections are those determined in 
Minnesota Statutes, section 204C.05; that is, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., unless a petition is filed 
demanding that the polls open at 7 :00 a.m. 

Section 6 applies the new dates to school district special elections. 

Section 7 sets the hours for voting .in school district elections as provided in Minnesota Statutes, 
section 204C.05. 

Section 8 applies the new date requirements to county capital improvement bond referenda. 

Section 9- applies the new date requirements to county special elections. 

Section 10 applies the new date requirements to a referendum on the issuance of bonds by a port 
authority. 

Sections 11 and 12 apply the new date requirements to a referendum on a combination of local 
government units, such a counties, cities, or towns. 

Section 13 applies the new date requirements to a reverse referendum to stop a city from increasing 
its levy for port authority purposes. 

Section 14 applies the new date requirements to a referendum on the sale of general obligation bonds 
by the port authority, of Cannon Falls or Redwood Falls. 

Section 15 applies the new date requirements to a reverse referendum held on a county board's 
decision to impose a three percent gross receipts tax on lodging within an unorganized territory. 

Section 16 applies the new date requirements to a referendum on the sale of city capital 
improvement bonds to construct a c1ty hall, public safety facility, and public works facility, which 
must be held if demanded by a petition signed by voters equal to five percent of the votes cast in the 
city in the last general election. 

Section 17- applies the new date requirements to a municipal election to authorize the issuance of 
bonds. 
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Section 18 says that, if the election required by section 17 rejects the issuance of bonds, the question 
may not be resubmitted until the next quarterly election date that is at least J 80 .days after the first 
election. 

Section 19 applies the new date requirements to a municipal election to authorize the issuance of 
bonds. 

Section 20 contains the repealers. 

Minnesota Statutes, section 204C.05, subdivision 1 a, allows the governing body of a town 
with less than 500 inhabitants located outside the metropolitan area to open its polls at I 0:00 
a.m. rather than at 7:00 a.m., if approved by a vote of the town electors at the annual town 
meeting. 

Section 204C.05, subdivision I b, allows at least 20 percent of.the registered voters residing 
in a voting district in an unorganized territory to demand that their polls not open until 10:00 
a.m. on election day. 

Sect1on 205.175 sets minimum voting hours of 5·:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., except that in a 
municipality in the metropolitan area the hours must be at least I 0:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and 
that in a municipality outside the metropolitan area at least 20 percent of the voters may 
demand by petition that the polls be open from I 0:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Section 205A.09 provides minimum voting hours for a school district in the metropolitan 
area of 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and minimum voting hours for a school district outside the 
metropolitan area of 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. It autQ.orizes a number of voters equal to 20 
percent of the votes cast at the last school district election in a school district outside the 
metropolitan area to demand that the polling places be open from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Section 21 makes the article effective January 1, 2006. 

PSW:ph 

cc: Kelly Wolfe 
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1 A bill for an act 

2 relating to elections; providing for quarterly 
. 3 election days for state and local elections, other 

4 than.special elections to fill a vacancy;- amending 
5 Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 123B.63, subdivision 
6 3; 126C.17, subdivision 11; 204C.05, by adding a 
7 subdivision; 205.10, subdivision 3; 205A.05, 
8 subdivision l; 373.40, subdivision 2; 375.20; 458.40; 
9 465.82~ subdivisidn 2; 465.84; 469.053, subdivision 5; 

10 469.0724; 469.190, subdivision 5; 475.521, subdivision 
11 2; 4 7 5 .• 58, su.bdi visions 1, la; 4 7 5. 59.; proposing 
12 coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 
13 2040; 205; 205A; repealing Minnesota Statutes 2004, 
14 sections 204C.05, subdivisions la, lb; 205.175; 
15 205A.09. 

16 BE IT·ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ·THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

.17 ARTICLE 1 

18 QUARTERLY STATE AND LOCAL ELECTION DATES 

19 Section 1. [2040.035] [QUARTERLY ELECTION DAY.] 

20 Subdivision· 1. [SHORT TITLE.] This section may be referred 

21 to as the "Quarterly Election Day Act of 2005 •. " 

22 Subd. 2. [ELECTIONS COVERED.] .This section applies to all 

23 .state, county, municipal, school district, and any other 

24 political subdivision elections held in the state of Minnesota, 

25 and elections on ballot questions, except for (i) elections held 

26 to fill a vacancy in office and reguired._by statute. to be held 

27 sooner than the next day designated in subdivision 3, or (ii) 
. . 

28 elections conducted by m~il. 

29 Sub.d. 3. [ELECT°IONS ON DESIGNATED DAYS.]. fil 
30 Notwithstanding other law to the contra~y, elections covered in 

Article 1 Section l l 
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1 subdivision 2 may be held only on the following days: 

2 (1) the second Tuesday in March; 

3 (2) the third Tuesday in May; 

4 (3) the first Tuesday a"fter the second Monday in September; 

5 and 

6 (4) the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. 

7 (b) The time period in which a special election must be 

8 conducted under any other law or charter provision must be 

.·9 extended to conform to the requirements of this subdivision. 

10 Subd. 4. [PRIMARY DATE.IF NOT SPECIFIED.] If other law 

11 provides .for a primary to take place for a particular off ice but 

12 does not specify the date of the primary, the primary may be 

13 held on one of the days specified in subdivision 3, clauses (1) 

14 to .(3). The general election for the 6ffice must b~ held on the 

15 date. listed in subdivision 3 that immediately follows the. date 

16 chosen for the primary. 

17 Subd. 5. [ELECTION TIMES AND POLLING PLACES.] An election 

18 h~ld in a jur!sdittion on one 9f the days speci~ied in 

19 subdivision 3 must be held during the hours determined under 

20 section 204C.O.S. The governing body of. the municipality.must 

21 set the polling place locations to be used for each preeinct in 
.. 

22 all elections in any calendar year before the start of that 

23 calendar year. 

24. Subd. 6. [APPLICABLE LAWS.] Except as otherwise provided 

25 by this section, ·Minnesota election law remains applicable to 

26 ele~tions held on any of the days listed in subdivision 3. 

27 Sec. 2. [EF~ECTIVE DATE.] 

28 This article is effective January 1, 2006. 

29 ARTICLE 2 

30. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS 

31 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 123B.63, 

32 subdivision· 3, is. amended to read: 

33 Subd. 3. [CAPITAL PROJECT LEVY REFERENDUM II ] A district may 

34 levy the local tax rate approved by a majority of the electors 

35 voting on the question to provide funds for an approved 

36 p·roject· .. The election must take place no more than five years 

Article 2 Section 1 2 
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1 before the estimated date of commencement of the project. The 

2 referendum must be held on a date ~ee-by-ene-boe~d sp~cif ied 

3 under section 2040.035,.subdivision 3. A referendum for a 

4 project not receiving a positive review and comment by· th_e 

5 commissioner under section 123B.71 must be approved by at least 

6 60 percent of the voters at th~ election. The referendum may be 

7 . called by the school board a·nd. ·may be ~eld: 

a (1) separately, before an election for the issuance of · 

9 obligations for the project under chapter 475; or 

·10 (2) in conjunction wi~h an election for the issuance of 

11 obligations for the project under chapter 475; or 

12 (3) notwithstanding section 475.59, as a conjunctive 

13 question aut~orizing both.the capital pioject levy and the 

14 issuance of obligations for the project under chapter 475. Any 

15 obligations authorized for a project may be issued within five 

16 years of the date of the election. 

17 The ballot must provid.e a general description of the 

18 proposed project, state the estimated total cost of the project, 

19 state whether the project has received a·positive or negative 

20 review and comm~nt from the commissioner, state the maximum 

.21 amount o.f.the capital project levy as a percentage of net tax 

22· capacity, state the amount that ~ill be raised by that local tax 

23 rate in the first year it is to be levied, and state the maximum 

24 number of years that the levy authorization will apply. 

25 The ballot must contain a textual portion with the 

26 information-r~quired in this section and a q~estion stating 

27 substantially the following: 

28 "Shall the capital project levy proposed by the board of 

29 ............. School District No. • •..•••••• be approved?" 

30 If approved, the amount provided by the approved local tax 

31 rate applied to the net tax capacity for.the year preceding the 

32 year the levy is certified may be certified for the number· of 

33 ·years approved. 

34 In the event a.conjunctive question proposes to authorize 

35 both the capital project levy and the issuance of obligations 

36 for the project, a~propriate language ~uthotizing the issuance 

Article 2 Section 1 3 



( l '.Jp 

01/10/05 [REVISOR CEL/DI 05-·0819 

l of obligations must also be included in the question. 

2 The district must notify the commissioner of the results of 

3 the referendum. 

4 Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 126C.17; 

5 subdivision 11, is amended to read: 

6 Subd. 11. [REFERENDUM DATE.] (a) Except for a referendum 

7 held under paragraph (b), any referendum under this section held 

8 on a day other than the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 

9 November must be conducted by mail in accordance with section 

10 204B.46. Notwithstanding subdivision 9, paragraph (b), to the 

11 contrary, in the case of a referendum conducted by mail under 

12 this paragraph, the n6tice required by subdivision 9j paragraph 

13 (b), must be prepared and delivered by first-class mail at .least 

14 20 days before the referendum. 

15 (b) In addition to the referenda ~llowed in subdivision 9, 

16 clause (a), the commissioner may grant authority to a district. 

17 to hold a referendum on a different day if the district is in 

18 statutory operating debt and has an approved plan ·o.r has 

19 received an extension from the department to file a plan to · 

20 eliminate the statutory operating debt. A referendum must be 

. 21 held on a date specified under·section 204D.035r subdivision 3. 

22 (c) The commissioner must approve, deny, or modify each 

23 district's request for a referendum levy on a.different day 

24 within 60 days of receiving the request fro~ a district. 

25 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 204C.o5·, is 

26 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

27 Subd. le. [ELECTIONS; MUNICIPALITIES AND SCHOOL 

28 DISTRICTS.] The governing body of a municipality or school 

29 district may, by resolution, designate the hou~s during which 

30 the poliing places will remain open for voting at the next 

31 succeeding and all later ·municipal or school district ele·ctions 

32 that are not held at the same time as the state primary o·r state 

33 general election. All polling ·places must be open at least 

34 between the hours of 10: 00 a .m. and 8: 00 p.m.. The resolution · 

35 remains in effect until revoked by the governing board-or a 

36 petition from vote.rs is· filed under this subdivision. If a 

·Article 2 Section 3 4 
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1 petition requesting longer voting hours for any election is 

2 signed· QY a number· of voters equal to ten percent of the votes 

3 cast in the last municipal or school district· general election, 

4 whichever applies, and filed with the appropriate municipal or 

5 school district clerk no later than 30 days before an.election, 

6 then the polling.places for that el~ction must open at 7:00 a.m. 

7 and close at 8:00 porn.. The municipal o·r school ,district clerk 

8 must give ten days published and posted notice of the cha.nge in 

9 hours and notify the app~opriate county auditors of the change. 

10 Sec .. 4 .. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 205.10,· 

11 subdivision 3, is amended to read: 

12 Subd. 3. [PROH~BITION.] No~ special election authorized 

13 under subdivision 1 may be held wiehin-49-days-a£eer-ehe-seaee 

14 genera±-e±eetion only on one of the dates s-pecif ied in section 

15 2040.035, subdivision.3. 

16 Sec. 5. [205.176] [VOTING.HOURS.] 

17 In ·all municipal elections the hours .for voting must be 

18 determined.as provided by Section 204C.05. 

19 .sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 205A.05, 

20 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

21 Subdivision 1. [QUESTIONS.] S~ecial elections must be held 

22 for a school district on a questlon on which the vote~s are 

23 authorized by law to pass judgment. The school board may· on its 

24 · own motion call a special election t.o vote on any matter 

25 requiring approval of the voters of a district. Upon petition. 

26 of 50 or more voters of the school district or .five percent of 

27 the number of voters voting at the preceding· regular .school 

28 district election, the schqol board shall by resolution call a 

29 special election to vote on any matter requiring approval of the 

30 voters of a district. A question is carried only with. the 

31 majority in its favor required by law. The election officials 

32 for a special election are the same as for the most recent 

33 school district general. electi9n unless changed according to 

34 law. Otherwise, special elections must be conducted· and the 

35 returns made in the manner provided for the sch6ol district 

36 general election. A-s~ee~a±-e±eetion-may-not-he-he±~-~ttr~ng-the 

Article 2 Section 6 5 
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1 39-days~be£o~e-and-ehe-39-days-a£eer-ehe-seaee-pr±mary7-dttr±ng 

2 ehe-·3a-days-be£ore-aftd-ehe-49-days-a£i;er-ehe-seaee-genera3: 

3 e3:eee±Oft•--ift-add±eioft7-a-s~eeia3:-e3:eee±oft-may-ftoe-be-he3:d 

4 dttr±ng-ehe-%9-days-be£ore-and-ehe-%9-days-a£eer-afty-regtt3:ar3:y 

5 sehedtt3:ed~e3:eeeioft-o£-a-mttn±e±pa3:iey-who%3:y-or-pare±a3:3:y-w±th±n 

6 ehe-sehoo3:-d±ser±e~T A special eledtion under this subdivision 

7 must be held only on one of th~ dates ·specified in section 

8 2040.035,. subdivision 3. Notwithstanding any other law to the 

9 contrary, the time period in which a special election must be 

10 · conducted under any other law may be extended by the school 

11 board to conform with the ·requirements of this subdivision. 

12 Sec. 7. [205A.095] [HOURS FOR VOTING.] 

13 The hours for voting in school district elections must be 

14 determined as provided by section 204C •. 05. 

15. Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 373.40, 

16 subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

17 Subd. 2. [APPLICATION OF ELECTION REQUIREMENT.] (a) Bonds_ 

18 issued by a county to finance capital improvements under an 

19 approved capital improvement plan are not subject to the 

20 election requirements of section 375.18 or 475~58. The bonds 

21 must be approved by vote of at least three-.t'ifths of the members 

22 of the county board. In the case of a me.tropoli tan county, the 

23 bonds musl be approved by vote of at least two-thirds ·of the 

24 members of the county board. 

25 (b) Before issuance of bonds qualifying under this section, 

26 the county must publish a notice of its intention to issue the 

27 bonds and the date and time of a hearing to obtain public 

28 comment on the matter. The notice must be published in the. 

29 official newspaper of the county or in a newspaper of general 

30 circulation in the county. The notice m·ust be published at· 

31 least 14, but not more than 28, days before the date of the 

32 hearing. 

33 (c) A county may issue the bonds only upon obtaining the 

34 approval of a majority of the voters voting on the question of 

35 issuing the obli9ations, if a petition requesting a vote on the 

36 issuance is signed by voters equal to. five percent of the votes 

Article 2 Section 8 6 
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1 cast in the county in the last general election and is filed 
,. 

2 with the county auditor within 30 days after the public 

3 hearing. The commissioner of revenue shall prepare a suggested 

4 form of the question to be preserited at the ~lection. - The 

5 election may·be held only on one of the dates.specified in 

6 section 2040.035, subdivision 3. 

7 Sec. 9~ Minnesota Statut~s 2004, section 375.20, is 

8 amended to read: 

9 375.20 [BALLOT QUESTIONS.] 

10 If the county board may do an act, incur a debt, 

11 appropriate money for a purpose, or exercise any other power or 

12 authority, only if authorized by a vote of the people, the 

13 question may be submitted at a special or general election, by a 

14 resolution specifying the matter or ·question.to be.voted ·upon. 

15 If the question is to authorize the appropriation of money, 

16 creation of a debt, or levy of .a tax, it shall state the 

17 amount. Notice of the election shall be given a~ in the case of 

18 special elections. If the question submitted is adopted, the 

19 board shall pass an appropriate resolution to carry it into 

20 effect. In the election the form of.the ballot shall be: "In 

21 favor of (here state the substance of the resolu~ion to .be 

22 submitted), ¥es ...•.• No ••.... ~·· with a square oppo~ite each 

23 of the words "y.es\" and "no," in one of which the voter shall 

24 mark an "X" to indicate a choice. The county board may call a 

25 special county election upon a question to be held wieh±ft-60 

26 days on any date specified by section 2040.035, subdivision 3,· 

27 after a resolution to that effect is ad?pted by the county 

28 board. Upqn the.adoption of the resolution the county auditor 

29 shall post and publish notices of the election, as required by 

30 section 204p.22, subdivisions 2 and 3. The election shall be 

31 conducted and the returna canvassed in the manner prescribed by 

32 sections 2040.20 to 2040.27, so far as practicable. 

33 Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2004, sect~on 458.40, is 

34 amended to read: 

35 458.40 [MUST VOTE TO ISSUE BONDS IF CHARTER SAYS SO.] 

36 · If a charter adopted under the Minnesota Constitution,· 

Article 2· Section 10 7 
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1 combined and if it remained separate, including an impact 

2 ·analysis, prepared by the Department of Revenue, of any property 
. -

3 tax revenue implications associated with tax increment financing 

4 districts and fiscal disparities under chapter 2°76A or- 473F 

5 resulting from the merger; 

6 (8) procedures for a referendum to be held on a date 

7 specified in section 204D.035, subdivision 3, before the 

8 proposed combination to approve. combining the 1ocal government 

9 uni ts, speci"f ically stating whether ·a majority of those voting 

10 in each district proposed for combination ·or a majority of those 

11 voting on the question in the entire area proposed for 

12 combination is needed to pass the referendum; ·and 

13 (9) a time schedule for im~lementation. 

14 Notwithstanding clause (3) or any other law to the 

15 contrary, all current members of the governing· bodies of the 

16 local government units that.propose to combine under sections 

17 465.81 to 465.86 may serve on the initial· governing body ·of the· 

18 combined unit until a gradual reduction in membership is 

19 achieved by foregoing election of new members when terms expire 

20 until the number permitted by other law is reached. 

21 Sec. 12 •. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 465. 84, is 

22 amended to read: · 

23 465.84 [REFERENDUM.] 

24 During the first or second year of cooperation, a 

25 referendum on the qtJ,estion of combination· must be co.nducted. 

26 The referendum must be on a date specified by section 2040.035, 

27 subdivision 3, and called by the goyerning bodies.of the units 

28 that propose to combine. The referendum must be conducted 

29 according to the Minnesota Election Law, as defined in section 

30 200.01. If the referendum fails, the same question or a 

31 modified question may be submitted the following year. If the 

32 referendum fails again, ·the same question may not be submitted. 

33 Referendums shall be conducted on the same date in all local 

34 ·government units. 

35 Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 469.053, 

36 subdivision 5, is amended to read: 

Article 2 ·Section 13 9 
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1 Subd. s. [REVERSE REFERENDUM.] A city may increase its 

2 levy for port authority purposes under subdivision 4 only as 

3 provided in this subdivision. Its city council must first pass 

4 a resolution stating the proposed amount of levy increase. The 

5 city must then publi~h the resolution together with a notice of 

6 .. Public hearing on the resolution for two successive weeks in its 

7 official newspaper or, if none exists, in a newspaper of general' 

8 circulation in the city. The hearing must be held two to four 

9 weeks after the first publication. After t~e·hearing, t~e city 

10 council may decide to take no action or may adopt a resolution 

11 authorizing the proposed increase or a lesser increase. A 

12 resolution authorizing an increase must be published in the 

13 city's official.newspaper or, if none exists, in a newspaper of 

14 general circulation in the city. The resolution is not 

15 effective if a petition requasting a referendum.on the 

16 resolution is filed with the city clerk within 30 days. of 

17 publication of the resolution. The petition must be signed by 

18 voters equaling five percent of the votes cast in the city in 

19 the last general election. The resolution is effective if 

20 approved by a majority of those voting on the question. The 

21 commissioner of revenue shall prepare a suggested form of 

22 referendum question. The ref~re~dum must be held at a special 

23 or general election be£ore-eeeober-% on a date specified in 

24 section 2n4D.035~ subdivision 3, of the year for which the levy 

25 increase is proposed. 

26 Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 469.0724,. is 

27 amended to read: 

28 469.0724 [GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS.] 

29 The port authority of Cannon Falls or Redwood Falls must 

30 not proceed with the sale of general obligation tax supported 

31 bonds until the city council by resolution approves the proposed 

32 issuance. The resolution must be published in the official 

33 newspaper. If, within 30 days after the publication, a petition 

34 ·signed by voters equal in number to ten percent.of fhe number of 

35 voters at the last regular city election is filed with the city 

36 clerk, the city and port authority must not issue the general 

Article 2 Section 14 10 
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1 obligatioh tax supported bonds until. t~e proposition has been 

2 approved by a majority of the votes cast on the question at a 

3 regular or special electiori held on one of the dates specif led 

4 in section 2040.035, subdivision 3. 

5 Sec. 15. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 469.190, 

6 subdivision ·5, is amended to read: 

7 Subd. 5. [REVERSE REFERE~DUM.] If the county board passes 

8 a resolution under subdivision 4 to impose the tax, the 

9 resolution must be published for two successive weeks in a 

10 newspaper of general circulation within the unorganized 

11 territory,· tog~ther with a notice fixing a date for a publ~c 

12 hearing on the proposed tax. 

13 The hearing must be held not less than two weeks nor more 

14 than four weeks after the first publication of the notice. 

15 After the public hearing, the. county board may determine to take 

16 no further action, or may adopt a resolution authorizing the tax 

17 as originally proposed ~r approving a lesser rate of tax. The 

18 resolution must be published in a newspaper of general 

19 circulation within the unorganized t~rritory. The voters of the 

20 unorganized territory may request a referendum on the proposed 

21 tax by filing a petition with the county auditor within 30 days 

22 after the resolution is publishea. The petition must be signed 

23 by voters who reside -in the unorganized territory. The number 

24 of signa·tures must equal at least five percent of the number of 

25 · persons voting in the unorganized territory in the last general 

26 election. If such a petition is timely filed, the resolutidn is 

27 not effective until it has beeri submitted to the voters residing 

28 in the unorganized territory at a general or special 

29 election held on one of the dates specified in section 204D.Ol5, 

30 subdivision 3, and a majority of votes cast on the -question of 

31 approving the· resolution are in the affirmative .. The 

32 commissioner of revenue shall prepare a suggested form of 

33 question to be presented at the ~eferendum. 

34 Sec .. 16. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 475.521, 

35 subdivision 2, is amended to read: 

36 Subd .. 2. [ELECTION REQUIREMENT.] (a) Bonds issued by a 

Article 2 Section 16 11 
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1 city to finance capital improvements.under an approved capital 

2 improvements plan are not subject_ to the election requirements 

3 of section 475.58. The bonds are subject to the net debt limits 

4 under section 475.53. The bon.ds must be approved by -an 

5 affirmative vote of three-fifths of the members of a five-member 

6 city council. In the case of a city council having more than 

7 five members, the bonds must be approved by a vote of at least 

8 two-thirds of the city council. 

9 (b) Before the issuance of bonds qualifying under this 

10 section, the city must publish a notice of its intention to 

11 issue the bonds and the date and time of the hearing to obtain 

12 public comment on the matter. The notice must ~e published in 

13 the official newspaper of the city or iti a newspaper of general 

14 circ~lation in the city. Additionally, the notice may be posted 

15 on the official Web site, if any, of the .city. The notice must 

16 be published at least 14 but not more than 28 days before the 

.17 . date of the hearing. 

18 (c) A city may issue the bonds only after obtaining the 

19 approval of a majority of the voters voting on the question of 

20 issuing the obligations, if a petition.requesting a vote on the 

21 issuance is signed by voters equal to five percent of the votes 
~ 

22 ·cast in the city in the last general election and is filed with 

23 the city clerk within 30 days after the public hearing. The 

24 commissioner of revenue shall prepare a suggested form of the 

25 question to be presented at the. election. The election must be 

26 held on one of the dates. specified by section 2040;035, 

27 subdivision 3. 

28 Sec. 17. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 475.58, 

29 subdivision 1, is amended to read: 

30 Subdivision 1. [APPROVAL BY ELECTORS; EXCEPTIONS.] 

31 Obligations· authorized by law or charter may be issued by any 

32 municipality upon obtaining the approval of a majority of the 

33 electors voting at a special or general election held on one of 

34 the dates specified in section 2040.035, subdivision 3, on the 

35 question of issuing the obligations, but an election shall not 

36 be required to authorize obligations issued: 

Article 2 Section 17 12 
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1 (l} to pay any unpaid judgment against the municipality; 

2 ( 2) for refunding obligations r 

3 (-3) for an improvement or improvement· program, wh_ich 

4 obligation is payable wholly or partly.from the proceeds of· 

5 special assessments levied upon property specially benefited by 

6 the improvement or by an improvemen~ within the improvement 

·7 program, or of taxes levied upon the increased value of property 

8 within a district for the development of which the improvement 

9 is undertaken, including obligations which are.the general 

-10 obligations of the municipality, if the municipality is entitled 

11 to reimbursement in whole or in part from the proceeds of such 

12 special ·assessments or taxes and not less than 20 .percent of the 

13 cost of the improvement or the improvement program is to be 

14 assessed against benefited property or is td'be paid from the 

15 proceeds of federal grant funds or a combination thereof, or is 

16 estimated to be received from such taxes within the district; 

17 (4) payable wholly.fro~ the income of revenue producing 

18 conveniences; 

19 (5) under the provisions of a home rule charter which 

20. permits the issuance of _obligations of the .municipality without 

21 election; 

22 (6) under the provisions of~a law which permits the 

23 issuance of obligations of a municipality without an election; 

24 (7) to fund pension-or retirement fund liabilities pursuant 

25 to section 475.52, subdivision 6; 

26 (8) under a capital improvement plan under section 373.40; 

27 and 

28 (9) under sections 469.1813 to 469.1815 (property tax 

29 abatement authority borid~), if the pr~ceeds of the bonds are not 

30 used for a purpose prohibited under section 469.176, subdivision 

31 4g, par~graph (b). 

32 Sec. 18. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 475.58, 

33 subdivision la, is amended to.read: 

34 Subd •. la. [RESUBMISSION LIMITATION.] 'If the electors do 

35 not approve the issuing of obligations at an election required 

36 by subdivision 1, the question of authorizing the obligations 

Article 2 Section 18 
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l for the same purpose and in the same amount may not be submitted 

2 to the electors w±th±~-a-per±oa-e£.until a special or general 

3 election held on a date specified in section 2040.035, 

4 subdivision 3, and not sooner than 180 days from the date the 

5 election was held.. I.f t~e question of authorizing the 

6 obligations for th~· same purpose and in the same amount is not 

7 approved a second time it may not be submitted to the electors 

8 within a period of one year after the second election. 

9 Sec. 19. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 475.59, is 

10 amended to read: 

11 475, 59 [.MANNER OF SUBMISSION; NOTICE.] 

12 When the governing body of a municipality resolves to· issue 

13 bonds for any purpose requiring the approval of the electors, it 

14 shall provide for submission of the proposition of their 

15 issuance at a general or special election held on a date 

16 sp~cified .by section 2040.035, subdivis.ion 3,. or at a town or 

17 school district meeting. Notice of such election or meeting 

18 shall be given in the manner required by law and shall state the 

19 maximum amount and the purpose of the proposed issue. rn·any 

20 school district, the school board or board of education may, . 

21 according to its judgment and discretion, submit as a single 

22 ballot question or as two or mer~ separate questions in the 

23 notice of election and ballots the proposition of their issuance 

24 for any one or more of the following, stated conjtincitively or in 

25 the alternative: acquisition or enlargement of sites, 

26 acquisition, betterment, erection, furnishing, equipping of one 

27 or more new schoolhouses, remodeling, repairing, improving, 

28 adding to, b~tterment, furnishing, equipping of .one or more 

29 existing schoolhouses. In any city, town, or county, the 

30 governing .body may, according·to its judgment and discretion, 

31 submit as a single ballot question or as two o~ more separate 

32 questions in the notice of election and ballots the proposition 

33 of their issuance, stated conjunctively or in the alternative, 

34 for the acquisition, construction, or improvement of any 

35 facilities at one or more locations .. 

36 Sec .. 20. [REPEALER.] 

Article 2 Section 20 14 
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l · Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 204C.OS, subdivisions la 

2 and lb: 205.175: and 205A.09, are repealed. 

3 Se·C. 21 • [EFFECTIVE DATE. ] 

4 This article is effective January 1, 2006. 
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204C.05 STATE ELECTIONS; HOURS FOR VOTING. 
Subd. la. Elections; organized town. The governing 

body of a town with less than soo· inhabitants according to the 
most recent federal decennial census, which is located outside 
the metropolitan aiea as defined in section 473.121, subdivision 
2, may fix a later time for v·oting to begin at state primary, · 
special, or general elections, if approved by a vote of the town 
electors at the annual town. meeting. The question .of shorter 
voting hours must be included in the notice of the annual town 

·meeting before the question may be submitted to the electors at 
the meeting. The later time may not be later than 10~00 a.m. 
for special, primary, or general elections. The to~n clerk 
shall either post or publish notice of.the chan~ed hours and 
notify the county audi to.r of the change 30 days before the 
election. 

Subd. lb~ Elections; uriorganized territory. An 
uriorganized territory or unorganized territories which 
constitute a voting district may have shorter voting hours if at 
least 20 percent of the registered voters residing i~ the voting 
district sign a petitioti for shorter hours and present it to the 
county auditor. The later tim~ may not be later than 10:00 a.m. 
for special, primary, or general elections. The county auditor 
shall either .post or publish notice of the changed hours, within 
the voting district, 30 days before the election. 
205.175 VOTING HOURS. 

Subdivision 1. Minimum. voting .hours. In all 
municipal elections, the polling places will .remain open for 
voti~g from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Subd. 2. Metropolitan area municipalities •. The 
governing bod~ of a munic~pality which is located withih a 
metropolitan county as defined by section 473.121 may designate 

. the time during which the polling places will remain open for 
voting at the next succeeding and all subsequent municipal 
elections, provided that the polling places sh~ll open no later 
than 10:00 a.m. and shall close no earlier than 8:00 p.~. The 
resolution shall remain in force until it is revoked by the 
municipal governing ·body. . 

Sub.d~ 3. Other municipalities. The governing body of.· 
a municipality other than a municipality described in 
subdivision 2, may by resolution adopted prior to giving notice 
of the election, designate the time, in addition to the minimum 
voting hours provided in subdivision 1, during which the polling 
places will remain open for voting at the next succeeding and 
all subsequent municipal elections. The.resolution shall ·remain 
in force until it is revoked by the municipal governing body or 
changed.because of request by voters as provided in this 
subdivision. If.a petition requesting longer voting hours,· 
signed by a number of voters equal to 20 percent of the .votes 
cast. at the last municipal election, is presented to the· 
municipal cI:erk no later than 30 days prior to the munfcipal 
election, then the polling places for that election shall open 
at 10:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. The municipal clerk shall 
give ten days' notice of the changed voting hours and notify.the 
county auditor of the change. Municipalities covered by this 
subdivision shall certify their election hours to the county 
auditor in January of each year. 

205.175 lR 
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205A.09 VOTING HOURS. 
Subdivision 1. Metropolitan area school districts. 

At a school district election in a school district located in 
whole or in part within a metropolitan county as defined by 
section 473.121, the school board, by resolution adopted before 
giving notice of .the election, may designate the time during 
which the polling places will remain open for ,voting at the next 
succeeding and all later school district elections. The p~lling 
places must open no later than 10:00 a.m. and close no earlier 
than 8:00 p.m. The resolution shall remain in force uritil it is 
revoked by the school board. . 

Subd. 2. Other school districts·. At a school . 
district·.election in a school district other than one described 
in subdivision 1, the school.board, by resolution adopt~d before 
giving notice of the election, may designate the time during 
which the polling places will.remain open for voting .at the next 
succeeding and all later school district elections~ All polling 
places must be open between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 
p.m. The resolution must remain in force unt~l it is revoked by 
the school.board or changed because of request by vot~rs as 
provided in this subdivision. If a petition requesting longer 
voting hours, signed by a number of voters equal to 20 percent 
of the votes cast at the last school district election, is 
presented to the sch9ol district clerk no later than 30 days 
before a school district election, then the polling places for 
that election must· open .at 10:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m~ . 
The school district clerk must give ten days' published ·notice 
and posted notice of the changed ·voting hours .and notify 
appropriate c·ounty auditors of the change. 

205A.09 2R 
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