Streetin the crosswalk at the = walk, where. ‘he struck Ander-

- Monday against state repre-

' foKahn for yelhng during the ~

wu.ne*repa

qPeL. o S that Chermsky looked:
‘Gloria Anderson waswalk-  left for oncoming traffic. and:
ing south and crossing Third  proceeded through the cross-

time of theincident, according  son.
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by'Chad Ru:hardson Edltor - ‘business was threatened by
crlchardson@hastmgsstargazerte tom  a-lobbyist and after he was

" accused of being a lar by a

A aneapohs leglslator different lobbyist, -

filed an ethics:tomplaint on Kahn said the ethics com-
plaint ought to be straight-
forward, Whatever happened
ith the landscaping business

lis Kdhin said she felt “threat- just as. backgmund ‘inforima-
ened” after McNainara began  tion, shé sdid, Her complamt .
yélling atherdndalobbyistin® - she sdid, is ‘about'the yelling, -

hisoffice: durmgameetmg on - “In ‘my entire timedn the 1
May 186. - - legislature I've never félt as -

“McNamara, a. Repubhcan, .
released a statement don- -
dayin wihich.He. apmloglzed

thl_eatened and: dommeered -

closedudoermeemng Inanin-

“thi§mattér, requestinga pub

McNamara Saidhe: only dld i
50 after his son's landscapmg see LEG!SLATURE on 2A >

R CoRplaT

i ]
licapology and that Rep. Mc— :
Namara might conmdertakmg» 1
‘jangel managementclasses As‘ -of th
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McNamara says he’s considering filing ethics complaint against |

¥ continued from 1A

elected representatives, it's
our responsibility to act in a
way that casts the best light
on the House and to treat ev-
eryone with respect, fairness,
and courtesy while doing so.”

She said she's easy to get
in touch with and McNamara
has had plenty of time to call
with a more personal apology
than the one he issued in his
statement Monday. She's also
hoping fora publicapologyon
the house floor at some point.

Daudt is reviewing the
complaint and has seven
days from its filing to refer
the complaint to the House
Committee on Ethics for fur-
ther action.

Funding

Attheheart of the matter is
some funding for alarge park
in north Minneapolis, North
Mississippi Park, About 27
years ago, an earmark was
put in place to capture inter-
est the Metropolitan Council
receives on unspent parks
money and funnel it all toward
one park — North Mississippi
Park, which now also includes
Webber Park. The earmark has
meant a $14 million windfall
for the parks.

The Star Tribune did a sto-
ry about the arrangement in
September 2014, When the
2015 legislature convened,
they set about to eliminate
that earmark and instead
spread that money around
the metro.

Alice Hausman, DFL-St,
Paul, authored the house bill
in early February that would
use the interest for the “bet-
terment of all regional rec-
reational open space lands
under the jurisdiction of the
Metropolitan Council.” Mc-
Namara was soon added as a
co-author.

From there, the story
picked up in mid-April when
McNamara and Hausman,
the DFEL representative, had
a brief conversation at the
capital,

Hausman told McNamara
that a lobbyist upset about
the change in legislation,
later identified as Maryann
Campo, said to her; “I don't
know why we would (contin-
ue to) buy trees from his son’s
business.”

Denny McNamara fiLe pHOTO

Campo denies saying that
to Hausman.

Hausman, though, said
she remembers the exchange
clearly. When contacted Tues-
day, she didn't back down,
saying she remembers Campo
making what she perceived
1o be a threat to the business
owned by McNamara’s son.

Hausman said she soon
told McNamara about the
exchange.

“I was dumbfounded by
what Rep, Hausman said,”
McNamara said. “I was aghast
at what she said. I came back
to the state office building and
let owr staff know what had
happened. They were as trou-
bled as I was that some lob-
byist would actually threaten
my family.”

Hausman said the time has
come for the earmark to go
away.

“This whole park thing is
just so unbelievable,” Haus-
man said. “Twenty-seven
years ago they put something
in this bill and now, the way

they're responding to this, it’s
as though we are taking their
money.

“The thing is, among the
park agencies, they all want
to change this. They all know
this has been unfair. The
parks agencies know this has
been going on long enough
and we should change it.”

The bill at the legislature
would keep things as they are
for the next three years, then
the interest would be spread
out to parks evenly.

The meeting

On May 16, McNamara
and Dennis Smith - R-Maple
Grove - met with Kahn and
Minneapolis parks board
lobbyist Brian Rice in Mec-
Namara's office to talk about
the change in funding and
what McNamara perceived to
be a threat against his son'’s
business.

During the meeting, Mc-
Namara asked Rice why a
parks board lobbyist had
threatened his son's business.
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Rice, accordingto McNamara, Kahn, a
went into some background an alleg:
information onthe landscap-  brough
ing business. that th

“It was clearly evident he Board 1
had done some investigating  as muc
into myson'slandscape busi- son's b
ness,” McNamara said. paybac.

McNamara said he then “Rep
told Rice and Kahn that he nowsa
and his business partner at somn
Gary Hoffman had sold the theydi
{andscaping business to Mc-  my son
Namara's son Michael in going
2004, policy

Kahn then asked Mc- McNar
Namara: “Why is your name [ make
stil on the trucks ifyou arendt  {buy)
the owner?” son's

Rice then asked: “Why are  true.”
you alleging that you aren't.. Mcl

-the president of Hoffman and “Ta
McNamara?” by the

All ofthis, McNamara said, whatt
felt like a personal attack Camp
against him and his family busin
and that’s when he gotupset.  your f

“I became extremely agi- going
tated at that point,” he said. myve
“Ibecame visibly shaken. 1 got ‘v
up, opened the door and told  allinv
(Rice) to get out of my office.  nesst
Don'tever comeback again.”  to dic

The reason Kahn and Rice anea
were convinced that Mc- ateth
Namara did in fact own the ‘wron
landscaping company was in M
part because they had pulled cons
up McNamara's statement com
of economic interest that Cam
all legislators must file with “1
the state. In it, legislators list do ¢!
their sources of income and clea
real estate.

McNamara's statement Smi
lists him as an owner and Ir
partner in Hoffman and Mc-  Nan
Namara LLP, which is listed Smi
as a real estate business on  pub
the form. H

Hoffman and McNamara the
Co. is the landscaping busi- ane
ness and entirely separate .
from Hoffman and Mc- ven
Namara LLP, McNamarasaid.  ime

“Hoff and I own that part-  tim
nership together with our cor
wives,” McNamara said. nes
“We've had that partnership  ses
since 1975, T believe.” ate

When contacted Tuesday  twe
afternoon and told about voi
the two separate companies, '

* Kabhn said: fro

“The names are the same,  the
It's hard to believe their not ics
connected in some way. For
all intents and purposes, it
looks like he is the owner.”

In the complaint filed by

—
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tated At that point,” he said.

“Ibgtarne visihlyehalgen, I got
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(Rice] to get out,df my office.
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Namma LLP, which is listed
as a real estatg’ business on
the form,

Hoffmar/and McNamara
Co. is the/landscaping busi-

ness angl entirely separate
from Hoffman_and Mc-
Namara ara saicl

“Hoff aud 1 own fhat part-
nership togethey with our
wives,” McNagfnara said.
“We've had tl#at partnership
since 1975, Jbelieve.”

When cgntacted Tuesday
afternoopl al;@(to about
the two fepgréie copfipanies,
Kahn sai }

“The names gre the same.
It's hard to beMeve their not
connected in{some way. For
all intents and purposes, it
looks like he is the owner.”

In the complaint filed by

ahn, a reference is made to
an allegation McNamara had
brought to Kahn, claiming
that the Minneapolis Park
Board was no longer doing
as much business with his
son's business as “political
payback,”

“Representative Kahn is
now saying 1 threatened her
at some point in tme that if
they didn't sell more trees to
my son’s business, that I was
going to continue with this
policy that was in this bill,"
McNamara said. “Never did
I make a demand that they
(buy) more trees (from) my
son's business. That's un-
true.”

McNamara continued:

“I am extremely troubled
by the ethics complaint and
what they've done. Maryann
Campo threatened my son's
business. You don't go after

your family "My family is not

going to be held hoemgc to
my votes on the house floor,
“It's clear that these people

- all investigated my son’sbusi-

ness because they wanted me
to drop a proposal to change
an earmark, You don't oper-
ate that way, That is ethically
wrong.” ‘

McNamara said he is
considering filing an ethics
complaint of his own against
Campo,

“I would say that [ have to
do that,” he said. “She has
clearly gone after my family,”

Smith's take

In the room with Mc-
Namara, Rice and Kahn was
Smith, the Maple Grove Re-
publican.

He said he is surprised that
the matter rose to the level of
an ethics complaint.

“It was a passionate con-
versation,” he said, “I can't
imagine that this is the first
time since our state has been

- conducting legislative busi-

ness that, near the end of a
session, there was a passion-
ate conversation between
two legislators in a room. The
volices got loud.

“1 really am surprised that,
from what T witnessed, that
that rose to the level of an eth-
ics complaint.”

Car show
s this
weelkend

The downtown Hastings
Cruise-In car show will be
held again this weekend.

Classic cars will be lined
up on downtown streets
Saturday, June 13, from 5
p.m.to 9 p.n.

Shows will continue un-
til Oct. 3. The remaining
schedule is June 24, July 11
and 25, Aug. 8 and 22, Sept.

5and 19, and Oct. 3.

For more information,
contact Kevin at 651-437-
4400 or Tony Berens at 651 -
491-1563.

Silver maples, elms
showing signs of
stress

Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources forest-
ers are seeing many silver
maples and some elms with
stunted or no leaves and
an abundance of seeds this
spring. These trees are not
dead and will rebound over
the next couple of years, The
DNR encourages proper
tree care and patience.

“Silver maples from Min-
nesota to Ohio are experi-
encing this phenomenon,”
said Brian Schwingle, DNR
foresthealth specialist. “En-
vironmental stressors and
natural cycles of large seed
production are factors in
this situation.” ‘

The large production of
seeds means less energy is
available for leaf develop-
ment, causing stunted and
sparse patches of leaves.

Watering trees during
periods of drought is im-
portant. The best way to
water an established tree is
to slowly apply water once a
weelcfor four to eight hours
in the tree's dripline (area
underneath the canopy).
This can be done by mov-
ing around a hose that is
trickling water under the
tree's canopy or laying drip
tubing on the ground under
the tree’s canopy.

Fertilizing stressed trees
is not recommended.

To learn more about tree
care, visit the DNR’s tree
care Web page at www.dnr.
state.mn.us/treecare/car-
ing-pruning.html.
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