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Tim Pawlenty 
Majority Leader 

District 38B 
Dakota County 

Minnesota 
House of 
Representatives 

COMMITTEES: CHAIR, RULES AND LEGISLATIVE ADMINISTRATION 

March 6, 2000 

Speaker Steve Sviggum 
State Office Building 
100 Constitution Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Speaker Sviggum: 

By this letter, and pursuant to Permanent Rules of the House 6.10, we are formally requesting 
the House Committee on Ethics convene for the purpose of investigating the following conduct 
of Representative Jim Rostberg. 

1.) On Thursday, March 2, 2000, Rep. Rostberg was arrested in the State Capitol by Anoka 
County Sheriff deputies for suspicion of criminal sexual conduct. 

2.) On Friday, March 3, 2000, Rep. Rostberg was charged with one count of felony criminal 
sexual conduct in the first degree and two counts of felony criminal sexual conduct in the second 
degree. 

We swear the statements here to be true, to the best of our knowledge, so help us God. 

We submit as evidence to support this complaint, the criminal Complaint filed in Isanti County 
on March 3, 2000. References to information which would identify the alleged victim have been 
blacked out. We will forward an unredacted version to you upon request. Also, a signed copy of 
the Complaint will be forwarded as soon as it becomes available. 

Sincerely, 

-~ ??,(ff~ 
Representative Matt Entenza 

CC: Representative Jim Rostberg 

State Office Building, 100 Constitution Ave .. St. Paul. Minnesota 55155-1298 (651) 296-4128 
FAX (651) 296-3949 TTY (651) 296-9896 



'-,Jl,.' ...... 11,.'-' '-'' ·~······----- J 

(.• : '. i-l \. :1.U:;..: 'l.llU\~ I 1111\ \IUC (j()(. (. n \ITY , .. :o~TR01.u:-,;<, u,~ rR, >I. ,t > 
·\ul:~CY , €CS ;42 Suco • 1a1 and Subo 2 L1121 N 

2 €09 J43 Suoa ·1a1 L3121 N 

~ 609 J43 Suoa • (I'll 1,111 L3823 N 

FILL '-.lJ 

00-240 MN0300000 00-2027 
LUl R r c .. ,~E SU UMI. i llll) 

-

[J \mi:nd..:J 0 T Jb Charge Pre, 1ou~lv F 1k1.J 

r✓ I." '".J,1 l ..,_...,t..1f\l\ I ... c J ·4.._ -,.,:.,: I OJ :.:.,H'T'\C')l.Cl)s.ll.Ul 

0 ">ERIOUS FELO~Y O 'il\1\10'-:S 

State of Minnesota 
PLAINTlr-F. 

NA~tE: tirst. m1ddk. last 
James Ivar Rostberg 

26~50 Terrace Drive NE 

tsant,. MN 55040 
DEFENDANT. 

~ FELmJY O WARR:\\T 
0 <iROSS ~11SDEMEANOR D\\I C!J URDER Of DETC~ fl\_ 
0 GROSS MISDEMEANOR 

Date of Birth 

05/28/1956 

SJIS COMPLAINT NU~BER 

30-11 •5-005486 

I COMPLAINT I 
fl,,• Co111plt1i11t111t, ht'ing c/11/y ,wom, 11111/..e.t Comp/aim l11 tlle ub,we-uamed Cuurt and states that there is probable cause 
to hdic,·e tlwt the c/efe11d,111t tummittetl t/,e followi11,: offe11se(s). Tiu C umplc1i11a111 states that the fol/owing fac:ts establish 
!•ROil. 1/JI.L' C. ll'Sl:.': 

You= comp~ainant, Rob Bredsten, is an Investigator with the Anoka cc~~:; 
Sheriff's Department acting as a specially assigned conflict 
in·1estigator for the Isanti County Sheriff's Department in the 
above-referenced matter. In that capacity, he has had the opportunitJ to 
review the investigative reports prepared by himself, Isanti County 
Chief Deputy Sheriff Michael Lewis, as well as transcriptions of severa~ 
Lncerviews taken by Anoka County Sheriff's Department Investigator Paul 
Sommer w!.t:.h several juveniles, including the juvenile female 
complainant, •■•••■■■■■■■■■I I■••••• and a 
transc=~p~ion of a telephone interview between Investigator Sommer and 
the defendant's wife, Kathy Rostberg. From these documents, your 
complair.ar.t has learned the following facts, which are true and cor:e~: 
t0 the best of his knowledge and belief. 

on Marc~ 2, 2000, Investigator Rob Bredsten of the Anoka County 
She~~ff's Department, along with Investigator ~aul Somm~r of the Ancka 
c~unty 3r.eriff's Department, were assigned by Anoka County Sheri:f's 
Decart~ent Captain Len Chr:st to investigate a criminal sexual cond~c: 
~o~clair.: regarding ~he juvenile female 

.. ~ The juvenile female 
had disc:osed that sr.e had been sexually assaulted 
-- . , identi~ied as James_Ivar Rostberg. ~he 
Lncide~: was repartee to the Isanti County Sheriff's Departmen: ~hi.:~ ~s 
the jur~sdic~~on of where the conduct took place, but due to James :var 
~cstberg being an employee of the County of Isanti, the Isant: Cour.~ 1 
She~:::'s Departmen: requested the Anoka County Sheriff's Departmer.t 
~~~es:~cate the case as special investigators due to a potent:al 
==~:::c:. Captain Chr:st informed Investigators Sommer and Bredste~ 
-~-- _-,..._ .:.,,ve,...~ 

1 e ;.=.""-1'e •••••■■ llil•••••■■■I h- • _ .. :.:.:.. -··'=' J...,. ··-- _,;;;;;;.1c:::. , • aC 
;C~.3.:~:--.:.:..·:· sen: a.:. ~-~ail to friends ~his c=>ast. weekend indicat::nq :ha: 
~~:~ ~~= ~e~~ s~::er:~~ from anorexia because someone close :c ~er ~ad 
... >-::-:·...:.; __ . :::::·..;~-=:-:: :--.e:-. :-r.i: juver.i.le :er:-.a.:.e 

-

• - - . .:...- .-_:;..- - ,....-.::.r"' - -. -c~Q ,=.,.~ QT"\,...;C _-,...;:_ -:,e oereon ',,J(:Q ei::,•.•·•- ~ •" 
I ·••-•• --:--·----"' -- ..::) • - ----••._....., -••_.- -• _, _ __, i --••-Cl--• 
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abused :--.e: was Captain Christ requested that Investiga~ors 
Breds~e~ ar.d Scrnmer, along with Lt. Dave King, respond to the Isanti 
Count 1 Sheriff's Department to meet with Chief Deputy Isanti County 
Sher~ff ~ichael Lewis for more information. 

On :~e ~cr~ir.g )f March 2, 2000, Investigators Sommer, Bredsten and Lt. 
K~~g ~e: ~:th C~:e~ Deputy Lewis who provided~ copy of the report he 
hac ~=:::en ~eqa:ding the matter, along ~ith copies of the e-mails that 
were se;.: by the juvenile female 

- to her friends. Chi~f Deputy Lewis informed Investigators 
Breds-c.er:, Sommer and Lt. King that he had learned that on February 26, 
2000, the juvenile female - -- -~ ~ 
disclosed at a function of St. Elizabeth's Catholic Church in Isanti, 
that it was James Rostberg, who had touched her. Chief 
Deputy :ewis provided 1nforrnation that the juvenile female 

had disclosed the information to other people 
as well. After receiving this information, it was determined that 
Investigator Sommer would respond to the Isanti Middle School to 
interview the juvenile female 
Investigator Sommer met with the juvenile female 

- at the Isanti Middle School who stated that the 

juvenile female ■■■■I ~~~,~~======- disclosed to him that she had been sexually touched by 
James Ivar Ro?tberg, several times in the past. The juvenile female 

stated that the first incident 
was in ·third grade, 
juvenile female 
when she was in the third grade, 

James Ivar Rostberg, touched her on 
the vaoir.al area over her clothing. She reported to Investigator Sommer 
there ;ere several other incidents after that, with the last incident 
occur=:r.g approximately one year ago, 
d~r~r.a the 1998-1999 school year. In the final incident that occur:ed 

1998-1999 ~ during the last: vear, -sc~cc~ 1ear, the juvenile female 
-- ::::..c ::--.·,es-c:.gator Sommer that 
~:s ~a~= ~c ~er shirt, then inside of her bra 
~~= ==~=s:s. 7~e juvenile female 

James Ivar Rostbe~g, pu~ 
where he touched her ~n 

- -=:;;:-= ·= : ~ a : s r. e ,: on f ~on t e d about what had happened 
j~=:~; :~e ~c~=:: ;ear, ar.d tha: . _ ■■■, apol?gized for what h~ had 
::::-.~. ::-.·:-:s:::;2.::r Sc:-:i..-r.e::- lea::-:-;ec :): se,:er:l -:)tner students a-c ::-.e 
---··-- ·::.:::::-= .=::-.::: -:: ·.-Ji-.s:-:1 ::;~ :·...:·:-2;-.:.:-2 ::-2:'.':a:e 

. .: ~ :::..:.-:_ --~.==:,:.: .. :--.:;.: :-:.===~~.-==, ~:-.-: s:::-2rner.:s ·.~e=~ :=.~:-=::--. 
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by Inves[igators Bredsten and Sommer of these several juveniles. 

:n a statement with a juvenile male, 
Bredsten learned that the juvenile female 

told this juvenile male 
, approximately two months ago, that she had been 

sexually touched••• and that ■■■■■t began touching he= 
when she ·.-Jas approximately six years old, and touching her approximate.:..·.­
once a year up until she was in the seventh grade. According to this • 
i1Jvenile male, the juvenile female 
-- discl~sed that to~ched_her on her breasts and vaginal 
area with his hands, and that the Juvenile female••••lll■■■il■■II 

talked to about what had happened, and tha~ 
he said he was sorry, and not to tell anyone. She also indicated to 
this juvenile male that she was afraid of ••• because he might 
try to couch her again. This juvenile male stated that he encouraged 
the juvenile female••■• ■■■■•••■ I■■ to report 
to someone what was happening, and she then e-mailed friends about what 
happened. 

rr.vest~gator So:nmer also conducted interviews at the Isanti Middle 
s~hool speaking_to three friends of the juvenile female 

who all corroborated the information that had 
beer. 9revrously given to Investigator Sommer by the juvenile female 

on ~ar~h 2, 2000, at approximately 1:45 p.m., a telephone call took 
place between Investigator Sommer and Kathy Rostberg, the wife of James 
:var Rcstberg, 

. During this telephone conversation, Investigat0= 
Somme!' asked Kathy Rostberg if she was aware of the statements made b,; 

to which Kathy Rostberg responded yes. When asked ~hen· 
sr.e be~3me aware of them by Investigator Sommer, Kathy Rostberg stated 
:hev :alked about it a couple of months ago, and they confronted her 
h~s~a~j about it. She stated they talked about it, and it just wasn': 
ar.·; :,:.:I jeal at the t::.me, and she did not know how badly it was · - ====-~ until the whole situation had been explained tc 
~e~ just now. Kathy Rcstberg stated that the juvenile 
=~~a.:..~ ■■lll■■■■a told her a couple of 
::-: : :--: : :-: ~ :: :1 c : ~at ~ e ::- :-: us band , re fer r in g to James Iv a r Rost be!:' g , the 
:--. ..: ::: =.; :·.::: ; : :--:a::-:·.: ~.c:: :::e !'?, :1ad :ouched -: he b ::-easts of the j uvenL.e 
--- ·. -•••••••••••••■■ l■■■I i\athy Rostbe!:"g s~a:e·-:. 

-= -: ~ ~ =-:: : -: : :: ·: ·...:: : :-. : : , a r. j ·.l, r. e !: s :--l ~ ~ ~ .•: ~ : 
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didn't deny it, and said, "he didn't, he felt bad, 
but it just happened." Kathy Rostberg also stated 

ologized to the juvenile female 
, about the incident which occurred ai the 

County of Isanti, State of Minnesota. 

James :~a~ Rostberg's date of birth is May 28, 1956. The juvenile 

,-' 

it 
that 

female's date o~ birth and was under thirteen years 0 ~ 

aae 'Nhen the incidents took place from approximately January 1, 1994 , , 
through June 30, 1999. James Ivar Rostberg also has a significant 
relat:onship to the juvenile female 
4lllla in that he and based upon the time period of 
January 1, 1994. through June 30, 1999, the sexual abuse involved 
multiple acts committed over this extended period of time. 

The above incident occurred within the County of Isanti, State of 
Minnesota. 

--------- CHARGE{S) ---------

Count 1 
c~arge Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the First Degree. 
In Violation Of: 609.342 Subd. l{a} and Subd. 2. 
Maximum Penalty: A $40,000 fine or 30 years imprisonment, or both. 

Bet~een January 1, 1994, ·and June 30, 1999,the above-named defendant, 
within the County of Isanti, did engage in sexual contact with~ oerson 
under 13 years of age with the defendant being more than 36 months older 
than the complainant. 

C-Jur.t 2 
c~ar~e Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Second 

, Degree. 
I~ Violation Of: 609.343 Subd. l{a) 
Max~~u~ ?enalty: A $35,000 fine, or 25 years imprisonment, or both. 

ee:· .. ;ee:--. :ani..;a::-:..- ~, 1994 through June 30, :.999, the above-named 
=e~~~~a~:, w~:~:~ :~e County of Isan:i, did engage in sexual contac: 
~:.:~ ~~=:~er ~ersc~ ~~o ~as under the age o~ :.3 years with the aef~~ja~: 

--~- ~~-- ~~ --~r~s ~1 cte~ ~ha~ ~~- -- l ~ t :: ·-= :. :-. ~ ... __ -::: _ .. ::. . . . _ ... ...., . . .... . . .J _ _ .... • • ._ •• -::: __ :r. p ... a .!. n a n . 
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Felony Criminal Sexual Conduct in the Second 
Degree. 
609. 343 Subd. 1 (h) (iii) 
A $35,000.00 fine, 25 years imprisonment, or both. 

On or about Jar.~ary l, 1994 through June 30, 1999, within the County ~t 
Isant:, the above-named defendant did engage in sexual contact with 
anot~er person while having a significant relationship to the 
complainant who was under 16 years of age at the time of the sexual 
contact, and the sexual abuse involved multiple acts corrunitted over ar. 
extended period of time. 

THEREFORE. Cumpluinunt requests that said Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release be: 
( I J cJrr<!.steJ or 1ha1 Ulher law/id steps be tak.en to obtain defendant's appearance in court: or 
f 2) Jetamed. if already in custody, pending further proceedings; 

cmd tlw1 said Defendant othen~•ise be dealt with according to law. 

I
COMPl.AINANrS NAME. 

Anoka lnvstigator Rob Bredsten 

!COMPLAINANTS SIGNATURE: 

Bti11,r: ,July nuthori:td to proucuu tht offtmt(s) char,:td. 11,tnb.v approv~ this Complaint. 

Io,, n: l rRoSECUTING "TTORNEY'S s1GNMURE. 
03/03/2000 

PIWSECl 'TI.\G .-4 TTOR.\£)': 

' , \ II ·:'.'.I ! \UORLSSITCLEPI 10~1-: 

-• .. • .. _'""" ~ CIR&:;7, a:;55. 18th Ave. SW. Cambridge. MN 55008 (612)689-2253 
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Tlrn t"O.\IPL.~I.\T "al rnhsa,heJ ,.mJ sworn to hefore the 1mJaslgned thi.s O dQ'.'· of 

,. -t \1£: kffrcy R. Edblad SIG.VA TUR£: 

TITLE: '-lot:m 

I Fl:\O1.\G OF PROBABLE C\lJSE I 
Fru111 111...: .:bu\·t! \Hurn /"..lets ... mJ ,11n· rnppurung ujfiJav11s or suppl<!mental sworn resumon_v, I. the Issuing Officer. h,rve deternw: ~.; 
thut ::ruoubli.! causl! ...::mrs w s11p1 1ort :,11/J;ect to bud ur conditions of release where applicable. Defendam(s) arrest or other l<nL':,. 
sr 1.:p; he tuki.:11 to ubtam O..:_/e11Junlfs1 uppeurence in Cuurt. or DeJendant(s) deten11on. 1/ already rn custody, pendingfimher • 
pru,:t:,:Ji11gs. The DeJendwutsJ 1s1ure thereof r.:hurgeJ wuh the above stated offense. 

I SUMMONS I 
□ 
Ja_r uf 

THEREFORE. Yuu. TH£ ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT(S), ARE HER£ BY SUMMONED to appear on the 
. 19 at before the above-named court aJ 

to answer this complaint. 
IF rou F,◄ ll TO APP£-4R in response to this SUMMONS. a WARR.ANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall~ issued. 

I WARRANT 
I 

□ EXECUTE ONLY IN MINNESOTA 
0 Tu the sheriff uf the uhu .... e-,wmeJ <.:ounry; or other person authori:ed to execwe 1his WARRANT: I hereby order, in the name: :;f 

the .'ilule uf ,\/innesui'a. thut the ab,wc-named Defendant's be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before thL 
"ho,;e-11umeJ Cuurt (if in session. and if not. before a Judge ur Judicial Officer of such Cuurt without unnecessary delay, and in unv 
e\.'<.'111. nut luter thun 36 huurs ujia the: arrest or as soon thereafter as Judge or Judicial Officer is available) to be dealt with accordins; 
to Juw 

I ORDER OF DETENTION I 
fxl Since: the abo"·e-namcd Defendan1(1) u.'are alrt!ady in custody; I hereby order: subject 10 bail or conditions of release, 1ha1 the 
:f'bvve-namcd Defendant(s). continue to he detained pendingfurther proceedings. 

Dwl. 

C.:unditwns of Rc:lease: 

This Cumpl"i,u - Order of Del<mtion 
Jayuf 

July subsaibed and sworn to. is issued h_v the undersigned Judicial Officer this 

NAME. SIGNATURE: 

TITLE.· Judge of District Court 

Sworn testimum· has heen given before the Judicial O/licer by the following witnusu: 

STA TE OF .HINN£SOTA COUNTY of 
jr,s-a-nti-. ___ ;.;,___ _____ I 

State of Minnesota 
Plain11/f. 

\'S. 

James Ivar Rostberg 

DdenciunllsJ. 

Cleric's Si~nature or File Stamp: 

RETURN OF SERVICE 
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this 
COMP LA.INT-Order of Dctremion upon the Defendunus, 
herem-named. 

Signature ufArulrori:ed Agent: 



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
COUNTY OF ISANTI 

DISTRICT COURT 

State of Minnesota -vs- JAMES ROS TB ERG 
TEN~ JUDICl~AICT 

File No. f(=OO 

NOTICE OF NEXT COURT APPEARANCE AND RELEASE ORDER 
The above man er is scheduled to,: n Domestic Assaun 
O Aute 8 Hearing ~ 0nvubus Hearing 
O Omntbus (Contested) D Court Trial 
O Sentencing [l RevocatlOf'I Hearing 
(All heanngs are aliened no more than 10 minutes each unless the court 1s otherwise nolrlied.) 
on I 1, 

0 Pre-trial 
0 JuryTnal 
0 Othef 

0ayt0ate L"'iARCB. ■, 2000 Time 1: 30 Judge __________ _ 

T~E DEFt:~D~NT SHALL B RE~_Ef_SE9 UPON. 
~ Posting a Bond 0( cash If\ lhe amouna ol s ' C . J ti.t(r {!_/ ;c~(, r;-nt. ~_J 

,f 6t' {((' 
/ 

□ Oefendanrs own recogniZance with a promise to a, fo, aH future rt appearances. 
0 All past conditions prew,usJy set by the Court. 

THE DEFENDANT SHALL REMAJN LAW-A&OtNG, REAPPEAR FOR All COURT HEARINGS ANO SUBJECT TO THE FOUOWING: 
□ The Defendant shall not possess°' consume alcohooc beverages or any mood anenng drugs not p,escroed by a lieensed physioan. 
□ The Defendant shall not leave the state of MiMeSOta without p,ior approvat 04 the Cout1. 

D 
Iii. The Defendant shaJI have no contact. dnct Of indirect. wrth v H,-1 t It ( L ._,. Tu; ,a., C c+f 

This includes ~nal and telephone contact, letters o, notes and/Ol' thfrd party cont 
□ The Defendant shall keep in contact wrth attorney 

D Private attorney hired. Name and address: ____________ """".""':.'rJ'i~~-----------------

0 p;r~ nr~nted. Name and address ;4-~ ~r 
~°';,,, '3/B.iin:f: '. Llfl#fl:ZitlZ'Bf'dfiii:Eliu~< • :ntLo ·• , 
f}Oefendant's regi 
D ,.._. 
□ Oetendant shall abstain from consumptt0n of ak:ohoi and contr~led suost;i,ces and shall submit IO random. weekly 

Shenffs Office as requested by any peace officer, probation officer Of prosecutOf. 

IN DOMESTIC ASSAULT CASES T 
□ The Defendant is excu:f.ed from the residence at-------;-1~--------------------
□ -------,lj"------+-------~ 
D The Defendant 
D Other: =>G ,< ::::-. / ~ 11 / HJ ,,-----,y J ,< ,< 

Dated: r J t -., ✓ 

MY SIGNA 
ORDER.I 
FORFEITU 

AO<NOW\..E!)GES THAT I HA VE READ TH 
T A VlOlA TION OF THIS 

'-'AV AL.SO CONSTfTUTE A 

Dated: _____________ _ 

NOTICE TO ALLEGED VICTIM 

ANO CONOffiONS OF TI-iE COURT 
BE CAUSE FOA ARREST ANOIOA 

Pursuant to M.S. 629.72, subd. 6, and M.S 629 73. subd 1, you.have a nght 10 be p,esent at all hearings if you ~re. The next hearing date. hme 
and location is listed above. The location and telephone number of the battered women's program is: _______________ _ 

---------------------------·· The location and telephone number of the sexual assault program is _______________________________________________ _ 

TO BE COMPLETED BY JAIL: 
Alleged victim notified by phone? CJ No :_Yes.at _______ m 
Number of attempts fof notification of victim~----- Officer: .,. 0 "'(:/ :)I \\ 
Alleged v,cttm notified by mail? C No '--" Yes Date: ___________ _ 

OtSTAIBUTION 
White-Court File 

_ Green-Copy fOf SheriN 

__ Yeflow-Oefense Attorney 
Pmk-Prosecuto, 

__ Goldenrod-Oelendenl or ProbattOn Office 

ICC-137 PRESTO PA»IT. CAM8AIOGE 

__ Copy '°' alleged victim 
__ Copy fo, k>cal law enfOf'cement 

_ Olhef ::1':5';; 
. tt ... 

lit - .!- ffi 


