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Only 40 years ago Minneapolis was 

called the anti-Semitic capital of the 

United States. Jews were barred not on-

ly from many social organizations but 

from such service groups as Kiwanis, 

Rotary, Lions and Toastmasters. It's a 

dark chapter that the city has almost -

but not quite - erased. 

BY ELIZABETH KAI BEL 

The scene that greeted Rabbi Max 
Shapiro when he arrived at Tem­
ple Israel on a sunny morning last 

fall was gut wrenching, the ugliest he'd 
witnessed in almost 30 years in Minne­
apolis. 

Anti-Semitic and profane slogans and 
symbols peppered the synagogue. The 
outside walls had been spray painted in 
eight places. some of them lO feet above 
the ground. The huge, scrawled letters 
were easily visible to Hennepin A venue 
motorists. Their message was equally 

clear: .. HITLER'SCRAZYKIDS!"and 
a swastika covered a column near the 
front entrance. 

Myriad emotions flooded Shapiro's 
mind ... I was sickened." he recalls ... I was 
angry. I felt I was a failure as a rabbi and 
a civic leader-that such a thing could 
happen in Minneapolis. And I felt a great 
sadness. because it seemed as if the en­
tire city had been defaced. not just one 
buildim?. -

Monon Rvweck. executive director of 
the Jewish Community Relations Coun-
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The defacing of Temple Israel on 
Oct. 9, 1984, was one of the ugliest 
anti-Semitic incidents in the 
temple's 107-year history. But it 
wasn1t an isolated one. 
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cil/Anti-Defamation League of Minne­
sota and the Dakotas. reacted just as 
vehemently. The location and extent of 
the defacings. he told a local reponer. 
revealed premeditation and planning not 
usually associated with acts of van­
dalism. "This is hard-core bigotrv." he 
said. "YOU can't lau!!h it off as the· work 
of people who don't know what thev·re 
doing . ., • 

Re-sponse from the commurutv was in­
stantaneous. Within hours after the de­
facings were discovered. clergy from 
both Minneapolis and St. Paul were on 
the phone to Shapiro. expressing their 
outrage and offering help. The Min­
nesota Council of Churches and the 
Twin Cities Human Rights Coalition de­
nounced the vandalism and orgamzed 
cleanup effons. The Bridge for Runaway 
Youth a block away from the synagogue 
immediately dispatched a crew co sand 
the walls and paint over the graffiti. Lo­
cal media reponed and editorialized. 

It was the worst anti-Semitic incident 
in the 107-year history of Temple Israel. 
the 10th largest Reform synagogue in 
North America. but it was not an isolated 
one. Last year. Ryweck's AOL office in­
vestigated 15 cases of vandalism and 14 
complaints of assault. threats and ha­
rassment directed a2ainst Minnesota 
Jews. It is likely that other attacks went 
unreported. Last February. vandals 
struck Beth El synagogue in St. Louis 
Park. spray painting anu-Semitic phrases 

and gluing cotton balls on several walls. Aaron puts it this way: .. Sure. Jews are 
In 1984. Minnesota ranked second onlv paranouiaboutanu-Semitism; we·vegot 
to lllinms in anu-Semitic incidents re- a lot to be paranoid about. Hatred has 
paned in the Midwest. killed manv more than six million ofour 

Of course. no maJor metropolitan area brothers and sisters. When you get hit by 
in the United States is free of such signs a car enough times. you tend to be 
of religious or racial preJudice. Anu- careful." 
Semmc incidents rcgularlv remind Jews Nonetheless. the very people who re­
of the horrors of Nazi Gt:!nnany. ·the. coiled so publicly from the Temple Israel 
sickness that lurks below the surface.· :is I incident now. sl.!em to. regard ll as a 
Shapiro puts it. But m the Twin Cities. I momentary digression m the .slow but 
such episodes recall more than that. The steadv decline ot anu-Semmc incidents 
history of Minneapolis. whose popula- in the°Twin Cities during Lhe past decade. 
tion is now less than. 3 percent Jewish. (Ryweck says the defacing was almost 
is blackened by years of social and insti- cenainlv the work of disturbed adoles­
tutional repression of Jews. The c1ty was cents: police had several neighborhood 
labeled "the capllal of anti-Semitism of troublemakers under surveillance. but 
the United States·· by nauona1 journalist made no arrests.) 1'he whole episode 
Carey Mc Williams fewer than four dee- came to a conclusion very quickly ... 
ades ago. And it is still home to manv Shapiro. who retired as Temple Israel's 
Jews who. having been victims of pref- head rabbi in June. savs now. -rveaimost 
udice and discrimination durin2 the l930s forgotten it." As for the_ i~ediate re­
and '40s. might view the Temple Israel sponse from local orgamzauons and the 
incident literally as handwriting on the clergy ... it was reassuring. but not sur­
wall. prising. This community is as~~ as. 

On the whole. however. local Jewish if not better than. any community m the 
leaders agree that anti-Serrutic activity is countrv when it comes to Christian­
waning in Minnesota. But. they hasten Jewish· relations ... 
to add. the commission of even one act Business leader Bunon Joseph. vice­
ofbigotry- in a city once labeled the na- chairman of Josco Crown International 
tional capital of anti-Semitism and in a (until recently LS. Joseph Co.) and a past 
world that witnessed the murder of six national ADL chairman. agrees ... Min­
million Jews during World War ll- is neapolis is an absolutely extraor~inary 
cause for concern. '"We can never stop city for Jews today-it's unrecognizable 
being vigilant." Ryweck says. Rabbi Ber- from its former self." he says ... 111 put it 
nard Raskas of St. Paul's Temple of very simply: We have no problem wnh 



WIien Howard ■nd Ruth Brin tried to buy 
• houH In 1946, they were told Jews 
weren't welcome In the neighborhood. 

anti-Semitism here." 
In St. Paul. where Raskas has served 

as a rabbi for 35 vears. anti-Semitism is 
.. almost at its lowest ebb ever. though 
there are outbreaks now and then ... he 
says. "I expect it to decline even funher 
in the future. as oureffons to educate and 
increase our contacts with the Christian 
community bear fruit." He applauds the 
AOL for Its vigilance and outreach pro­
grams. the mayors of both cities for ap­
pointing human-rights commissions that 
.. have really done the job ... and the com­
munity·s Christian leadership. which is 
.. increasingly sensitive to Jews· feelings 
and needs." 

Many prominent Jews echo Shapiro 
and Raskas·s praise of local clergy. 
Through their panicipation in organiza­
tions like the Human Rights Coalition 
and Council of Churches. Christian 
leaders have sponsored pulpit exchanges. 
ecumenical services. teachers' work­
shops. and interfaith dialogues and lob­
bying effons. They have helped staff the 
AOL's publicity booth at the Minnesota 
State Fair. And. perhaps most imponant 
and symbolic of all. they have respond­
ed swiftly and sympathetically to inci­
dents such as that at Temple Israel. 

Though such responses now seem to 
be the norm in the Twin Cities. until 
recentlv manv anti-Semitic acts were 
committed in a vacuum of apparent com­
munity indifference and/or ignorance. 

Just five years ago. sidewalks outside six 
churches in the St. Paul suburb of 
Oakdale were stamped with Stars of 
David and slogans like -sign of Satan" 
and .. Communism is Jewish:" When R v­
weck wrote to the ministers of the 
churches involved. he received no re­
sponse. ""lneir suence was deafening and 

, Jisappomung. - he says. Since the defac­
ing occurred on Halloween. the pastors 
probably considered them pranks. -sue 
to the Jewish communuv. anti-Semmc 
expressions and acts are never consid­
ered pranks." Rywec·k says. -we recog­
nize the underlying hatred they repre­
sent." 

Nor have the lessons of the past been 
lost on Ryweckandother Jewish leaders. 
The chant of the Holocaust survivors -
"never forget. never forgeC - also sums 
up the attitude of the local Jewish com­
munitv toward 20th-centurv Twin Cities 
history. • 

The story of how Minneapolis came 
to be called the nauonal capital 
of anti-Semitism and then evolved 

into a model communicv for Jewish­
Christian relations is not onl v instructive: 
it is fascinating. Equally fascinating is the 
story of St. Paul. which historicallv has 
been much more hospitable to Jews and 
never shared the notorious distinction ac­
corded what Mc Williams called its -cun­
ous twm.'' 

Minnesota's first Jewish immigrants 
came from Gcrmanv and settled in St. 
Paul around 1850. ·Even before Min­
nesoca became a state m 1858. the capital 
city supponcd a well-integrated com­
munirv otJews. manv of them downtown 
Jry-goods merchants .. By C?ntrast. J_c~s 
did noc stan amvmg m Mmneapohs m 
large numbers unul the t880s. They came 
prtmanly from Russia and Eastern 
Europe. driven from their homes by 
religious pcrsecuuon. . 

While St. Paul was settled heavily by 
Catholics - themscl ves prime targets of 
discrimination-Minneapolis was pop­
ulated largely by German and Scandina­
vian Lutherans. who not onJy encoun­
tered prejudice less frequently but also 
had had l ittJe contact with Jews in the Old 
World. Funher. St. Paul's Jewish com­
munity grew and prospered along ~ith 
the city. whereas by the time Jews amved 
in Minneapolis it was already a thriving 
metropolis with long-established .. first 
families" dominating commerce and 
industrv. 

Fed by unemployment. housing shon­
ages. political unrest and uncontrolled 
population growth. discrimi~ation a­
gainst immigrant groups was widespread 
throughout the United States by the turn 
ofthecenrury. Jews responded by found­
ing the Anti-Defamation League in !913 
tO stop the defamauon of the Jewish peo­
ple"' and .. to secure Justice and fair treat-



ment to all citizens alike. - The organi­
zation grew quickly: today it has 30 re­
gional offices that monitor anti-Semitic 
activity and conduct educational pro­
grams m every state. 

By the l920s. Minneapolis Jews had 
~ettled m a vinual ghetto on the Near 
Nonh Side. Alben~ Gordon. rabbi of I 
Adath Jeshunm Congregauon from 1930 
to 1946. Jcscnbes their snuauon in Jews 
in Transuion: "The irrurueramJewsof the 
Nonh Side did not readlly adjust them­
selves to the pracuces and manners of 
their non-Jewish neighbors. They stnct-
ly mamtamed their religious customs and 
some even clung tenaciously to the garb 
that had characterized them m their East 
European cornmumties. • Gordon quotes 
an early resident as saying that Jews 
.. were afraid to walk anvwhere above 
Fifth Street North. Ther·e was a lot of 
beard pulling and name calling. The 
children ... would very often tip over the 
apple cans or wagons of the Jewish ped­
dlers.· 1n 1922. Maurice Leflcovits wrote 
intheAmen·canJewish World. a weekly 
Twin Cities newspaper published since 
1912 ... ~inneapolis Jewry enjoys the 
painful distinction of being the lowest­
esteemed cornmunitv in the land so far 
as the non-Jewish population of the city 
is concerned ... 

A lifelong Minneapolis resident and 
prominent member of the Jewish com­
munity. Howard Brin recalls .. innumer-

able fist fights and name-calline in­
cidents .. when he attended Kenwood 
Elementarv School in the late 1920s. He 
and other students were called .. kikes .. 
and .. Christ killers·· and frequently were 
beaten up on the way home from school. 

The situauon worsened dunm? the 
1930s and early 1940s as the Nazi pany 
rose to power m Germany and para­
Nazism eained a stronehold in the United 
States. Everv American Cltv- mcludinl! 
St. Paul- manifested more than a few 
forms of anti-Semitism: attacks and 
threats against Jews: vandalism of homes 
and synagogues: the dissemination of 
hate literature: pro-Nazi speeches. ser­
mons. broadcasts and rallies: and dis­
crimination against Jews in housing. 
employment. educauon and politics. 
Minneapolis manifested them all. 

Father Charles Coughlin's anu-Semit­
ic newspaper Social Justice. for exam­
ple. attracted wide local readership. In 
1935 Elizabeth Dilling. a national fascist 
spokeswoman. delivered a series of 
addresses at the First Baptist Church 
in downtown Minneapolis lambasting 
.. Jews in the Red Network.'"Thechurch·s 
minister. the Rev. William Bell Rilev. 
took up the battle cry. as did the Rev. 
Luke Rader and other fundamentalist 
preachers in pulpits all over town. Wil­
liam Dudlev Pellev. leader of a nation­
al Nazi organization called the Silver 
Shins. also came to Minneapolis. leav-

'We have no 
problem with 
anti.Semitism 
here.i 
-Burton Joseph 

'We can never 
stop being 
vigilant.' 
-Morton Ryweck 

ing goose-stepping .. storm troopers~ and 
incendiary pamphlets m his wake. (In 
1937 a young Minneapolis Journal re­
poner. Eric Sevareid .. attended local 
Silver Shins meetings mcogmto. then 
wrote a senes of an1cles ndiculing them. l 

Brin recalls that dunng the late 1930s 
there was a student off shoot of a nauonal 
Nazi oreamzauon at West High School. 
Its members ·1.1sed to come to school in 
brown shins. -he says. they put knives 
in their boots and ca med billy sucks and 
brass knuckles.·· 

Linking Jews to the "communist 
menace" was a commonly used local 
propaganda device. In 1938. when Re­
publican Harold Stassen ran against 
Farmer-Laborite Gov. Elmer Benson. 
the Stassen campaign distributed a pam­
phlet headlined .. Are They Communists 
or Are They CatspawsT"Thc text accused 
Benson of running a '"Jew-conuolled state 
capitol" and listed every Jew who had 
served under him and former Gov. Floyd 
B. Olson. The campaign also distributed 
a canoon depicting Benson on a donkey 
burdened by a trio of stereotypical Se­
mitic-featured riders and captioned "The 
Three ·Jehu' Drivers.~ Whether it was 
because of this propaganda or for other 
reasons. Benson and the Farmer-Labor­
ites lost the election. 

In 1943. correspondent Selden C. 
Menefee wrote in the magazine The Na­
tion . .. I foundalmostnoevidenceofanti-



Images of the 
Holocaust 
shocked 
Americans after 
World War II. 
'They leamed 
Instantly that 
there is no 
such thing as 
benign racism.' 
-Hyman Bannan 

By 1961 the situation had Improved so 
dramatically that Minneapolis did 
something that even New York City, 

wnk:h has a larger Jewish population 
than lsrae4, did not accomplish untll 
1974: It elected a Jewish mayor. 

Semitism in the Nonhwest and West 
Central states. Except in Minneapolis no 
one considered it a senous problem- ( em­
phasis added). In Assignment U.S.A. 
Menefee quotes a Minneapolis man on 
local ant1-Serrutism during the 1940s: -it's 
so strong that people of all groups I have 
met make the most blatant statements 
Jgamst Jews with the calm assumption 
that thcv arc merelv stating facts wuh 
which a·nvone could al!ree_-:-. 

Indeed: dunne World War II Minne­
Jpol1s was the on~ly maJor American city 
in which Jews could not Join such service 
organizations as Kiwanis. Rotarv. Lions 
Jnd Toastmasters. The Minneapolis 
branch of the Automobile Association of 
America was the onlv one in the countrv 
to bar Jews. ( lronicallv. not onlv did the 
St. Paul AAA accept Jewish members. 
it had a Jewish president during the 
1940s.) Jews could not belong to the Min­
neapolis Board of Realtors. They could 
not join the Minneapolis Athletic Club. 
the M inikahda Club and most other social 
organizations. Private hospitals in Min­
neapolis prohibited Jewish doctors from 
obtaining residencies. (In direct response 
to this practice. Jay Phillips and other 
Jewish business leaders staned a fund 
drive in 1945 that resulted in the building 
of Mount Sinai Hospital in 1948.) Resons 
advenised in local newspapers that they 
catered to -gentiles only." And several 
department-store chains. including 

Montgomery Ward. refused to interview 
Jewish job applicants. 

Discnmmation against Minneapolis 
Jews also was rampant in less oven. more 
insidious forms. Hyman Berman. a 
history professor at the University of 
\iinnesota. savs that the umversnv had 
"informal quotas" that discnmmated m 
pamcular agamst potenual Jew1sh fac­
ultv members. Whereas mother A men­
can cities Jews frequently entered the 
social and political mainstream via pub­
lic-school teaching. in 1948 there were 
onlv nme Jewish- elementarv-school 
teachers. four Jewish high-school 
teachers and one Jewish principal in Min­
neapolis. "There may not have been a 
written discriminatory policy. - Berman 
savs, .. but the low numbers were definite­
ly' unusual." 

In housing. too. Jews encountered 
problems. Gordon writes of walking the 
streets of Minneapolis and being told 
repeatedly. -we don't rent to Jews ... In 
1946. Brin. freshoutofthearmv. and his 
wife. Ruth. made an offer on· a south­
Minneapolis home a few blocks from 
their synagogue. The wife of the couple 
who owned the house refused to sell to 
them. protesting that it was in Incarna­
tion parish ( .. which was crazy." Brin 
says. "because every house in Minneap­
olis is in some parish") and that -her 
friends and neighbors would reaHv ob­
ject if she sold to Jews ... The Brins··real-

estate agent "rcallv tore mto her. 'This is 
a disgrace.· he said. 'This man is stall in 
uniform.· But she stuck to her ground." 
The couple eventually bought a home m 
St. Louis Park. 

At the same ume the Brins were house­
huntmg. McWilliams. a well-known na­
tional }ournalist and lecturer. was re­
-;earchine the amcle that was to blow the 
lid off the cny·s ugly secret. -Minneap­
olis: The Curious Twin- appeared in 
Common Ground mal!azme m the fall of 
1946. Mc Williams devoted five pages to 
analyzing the history of the Twin Cities· 
Jewish commumtv and describing the 
discrimination he found in Minneapolis. 
"In almost everv walk oflife." he wrote. 
- 'an iron cuna-in· separates Jews from 
non-Jews in Minneapolis .... {l]t seems 
to have alwavs existed .... [nheJewish 
communitv of Minneapolis constitutes a 
depressed element in the population and 
the powers-that-be obviously intend. if 
possible. to maintain this status." 'fh~s 
"deep-seated and widespread pattern did 
not exist. he found. in St. Paul. 

Whether McWilliams was justified in 
singling out Minneapolis is. i~ ret~o­
spect. debatable. Although ~e suuauon 
for Jews in Minneapolis dunng the 1940s 
was deplorable. Ryweck says. '1~~re 
were cenainly other Amencan cmes 
where anti-Semitism was also a major 
problem." It would likewise be p~su~p­
tuous to credit McWilliams wnh m-



'Sure, Jews are paranoid 
about anti-Semitism; we1ve 
got a lot to be paranoid 
about . ... When you get hit 
by a car enough times, you 
tend to be careful.' 
-Rabbi Bernard Raskas 

itiating the city's eventual about-face in 
the area of Christian-Jewish relations. 
Berman says that just as it took many 
years and a confluence of factors to create 
such a flagrantly anti-Semitic environ­
ment. so 1t did to destroy it. 

Still. there is no denying the immediate 
Jnd indelible impact of McWilliams· I 
words. ( Even in 1985. almost 40 vears 
after it was published. you hear constant l 
reference to the Common Ground am­
cle in the Jewish community.) The Min- I 
neapoiis Star Journal published a long 
excerpt from the story in October 1946. 
prompting numerous letters to the editor. 
Many prominent Twin Citians. still reel­
ing from news films of the liberauon of 
Nazi concentration camps. ex.pressed 
disbelief and outrage at McWilliams· 
description. Officials of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis 
and the American Lutheran Church or­
ganized educational programs. Local 
synagogues set up task forces and pulpit 
ex.changes. 

Most important. however. Minne­
apolis's mayor of one year. Hubert H. 
Humphrey. responded with character­
istic zeal. The man who was to electrify 
the 1948 national Democratic conven­
tion with his plea for the adoption of a 
civil-rights plank became a fervid and 
outspoken opponent of anti-Semitism 
in Minnesota. He set up the Mayor·s 
Council on Human Relations. charging 

it to uncover any type of discrimination 
against any minomy and recommending 
ways to eradicate it. During the next three 
years the city passed numerous ordinanc­
es outlawing anti-Semitic acts and for­
bidding discrimination in employment 
and housmg. In 1947. it created the Fair 
Employme~nt Pracuces Commission. 
which was to play a vnal role in break­
ing down bamers to Jewish advancement 
in-business and the professions. (That 
year. for ex.ample. the mayor·s council 
found that 44 percent of Minneapolis 
Jews worked in clerical or sales positions 
and 42 percent as craftsmen. factory 
employees and laborers; only 6 percent 
were business managers and executives 
and 1.5 percent professionals. By 1971. 
a similar study found that 90 percent of 
the city's Jews held professional. man­
agerial or clerical jobs. while fewer than 
10 percent worked as craftsmen. factory 
employees and laborers.) The city's 
FEPC became a model for the state's. 
which was created in the early 1950s. 

But Humphrey·s legal and political at­
tack on discrimination wasn't the only 
factor responsible for the slow erosion 
of anti-Semitism both in Minneapolis and 
throughout the country. Berman iden­
tifies four other key contributors: 

First. he says. -che American public 
was inundated with images of the Holo­
caust. People recoiled: they learned in­
stantly that there is no such thing as 

Today,Jew1 
and Christians 
worit together 
to educate the 
community, 

I 
bemgn racism. - Second. the escaiation 
of th-e Cold War helped indirectly be­
cause ~as we learned that Jews were be­
ing d1scnmmated against m th~ Soviet 
Union. thev became less 1denut1ed wuh 
communism .•• Third. the creauon ot the 
::.tate ot Israel tn 1948 changed the pcr­
cepuons or manv Chnsuan evangeilcals. 

I 
who Berman savs studies indicated were 
amone the most strongly anu-Semmc. 

I 
Many- tundamentaltsls. he says, -saw 
brael as a trontltne state tn the war 
agamst communism. And some reg-:rd­
cd the establishment ot Israel as a tirst 
step toward the Second Corrung. - Final­
ly. the aggressively ecumerucal acuvmes 
of the World Counctl of Churches. Vat­
ican ii and other religious bodies during 
the 1950s and 1960s "led to an increased 
consciousness .. of the bitter fruits of 
bigotry. 

And so. slowlv but irreversibly. the 
tide turned. Doors opened. barriers 
crumbled. quotas vanished. Hate-mon­
gering preachers and organizations fell 
into disrepute. In the two decades follow­
ing World War II Jews moved into Min­
neapolis neighborhoods and suburbs 
where once thev had been unwelcome. 
Thev became ·Realtors and bankers. 
practiced law and m_edicine. t_aught 
school. joined labor unions and climbed 
the corporate ladder in numbers vastly 
disproportionate co their representation 



in the population. By 1961 the situation 
had improved so dramaucally that Min­
neapolis did something that ·even New 
York CitY. which has-a larger Jewish 
populatio·n than Israel. did not accom­
plish umal 1974: It elected a Jewish 
mayor. 

Arthur Naftalin. who served as 
mayor for eight years. says his 
religion ·was never an overt cam­

paign issue. There was one candidate in 
my first primary who said some border­
line anu-Sematic things. but nobody paid 
any anenuon to him. - As mavor. Nafta.lin 
··occasionally received a piece of hate 
mail. or got a phone call from someone 
saying f was a kike or a Christ killer. It's 
always upsemng to encounter people like 
that- 1hey·re so hositle and mean. and 
thev convev a sense of threat. But I never 
thought they represented a maJor seg­
ment of the communnv ... By virtue of 
their offices. NaftaJin and business leader 
Phillips. then president of the Greater 
Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce. 
became the first Jews awarded honorarv 
memberships in the Minneapolis Club. 
Today there 1s no private club or organi­
zation in the Twin Cities wu;. an exclu­
sionary clause in its constitution. 

( Married to a gentile. Naftalin has 
never been very active in or strongly 
identified with the Twin Cities Jewish 
community. A more significant political 
v1ctorv was Rudy Boschwuz·s elecuon 
to the·u.s. Senate from Minnesota an 
1978. Boschw1tz's involvement an Jewish 
and pro-Israel causes is lone-standing 
and highly visible. His quack ascent in 
state politics is even more remarkable 
because. as a Republican. he cannot take 
for granted the suppon of the Twin Cities· 
traditionally Democratic Jewish 
community.) 

By 1965,-then. Minneapolis had almost 
filled in the .. foxholes of anti-Semitism" 
that McWilliarnsdescribed in 1946. In the 
two decades since. local Jewish and 
Christian organizations have concen­
trated on working together to educate and 
enlighten the communitv. 

Christians and Jews aiike have seen 
acts of anti-Semitic vandalism as an af­
front and have acted together to eradicate 
them. In 1978. for e~xample. vandals 
spray painted slogans and swastikas on 
the brick wails of Mount Zion Temple 
in .St. Paul. Minnesota's oldest ( 1856) 
Jewish congregation. Within hours of the 
desecration. ·a man I'd never met before. 
a Christian. came to see me ... Rabbi 
Leigh Lerner says ... He said he was 
shocked. and asked if he could organize 

a short service condemning the vandal­
ism and svmbolicallv era-dicaune the 
swastikas . .: A group o{ 35 clergy and laity 
attended the ceremonv a few davs later. 
Lerner also received $2.000 in ~nsolic­
ited conmbuuons to help remove the 
graffiti from the wall~. 

Much of the credit for such coopera­
tion goes to the AOL. which compiles 
data on and issues an annual audit of 
anu-Semitic incidents. mcludine vandal­
ism. bombines. threats and arson. ItaJso 
attempts to educate the public on such 
subjects as church-state separation. 
black-Jewish and Arab-Israeli relations. 
the plight of Soviet Jewry. the Holocaust 
and immigrant history. Joseph says the 
league is .. enormously effective- in for­
mulating public opinion on such issues. 
During his tenure as national chairman 
from 1976 to 1980. for example. the AOL 
successfully lobbied for legislation for­
bidding U.S. companies from comply­
ing wuh the Arab boycott of firms that 
did business wnh Israel. Joseph stall 
serves on AOL's nauonal commission. 
as does his w1te. Gt:ri. former U.S. am­
bassadorto the Netherlands; Boschwitz; 
and Jacob Javits. Max Kampelman. 
Abraham Ribicoff and a host oi other na­
tional political and business leaders. 

In recent years the AOL's reports con­
sistently have shown that more than 80 
percent of those apprehended for anu­
Semitic activities are teenagers. It's 
tempting. of course. to dismiss such 
adolescents as disturbed. delinquent or 
simply bored. But where are they pick­
ing up their attitudes? 

Oscar Hammerstein II answered the 
question in 1949 in South Pacific: 
.. You·ve got to be taught to hate and 
fear./You·ve eot to be taueht from vear 
to vear./lt's eat to be drummed in vour 
dear little ear~, You·ve got to be caretully 
taught." Ryweck answers it m 1985: 
.. Teenagers pick up their attitudes from 
the culture - from peer groups and 
parents. Their acts are simply oven ex­
pressions of anti-Semitism that sull ex­
ists." Sociologists. in fact. have labeled 
anti-Semitism .. the classic prejudice- be­
cause of its persistence throughout his­
tory in so many forms. Ryweck adds that 
Jews and blacks are traditional scape­
goats: "At least in certain communities. 
there ·s still sanction for teenagers to call 
someone a 'l<lke' or a 'nigger.· .. 

Of course. the AOL's audits are not the 
only or even necessarily the most ac­
curate barometer of anti-Semitism in the 
United States. Bigotry also manifests 
itself in the activities of paramilitary and 
hate groups like the Ku Klux Klan. Posse 
Comitatus. Christian Research and 
Aryan Nations. Several such organiza­
tions. including Liberty Lobby and the 
Institute for Historical Review. distrib­
ute materials claiming that the Holocaust 
never happened. Last July a California 

court awarded $90.000 to an Auschwitz 
survivor who contended he suffered 
emotional distress after the institute 
failed to pay him a $50,000 reward it of­
fered to anyone who could prove Jews 
were gassed by the Nazis. 

Last July also saw publication in the 
Minneapolis Srar and Tribune of a na­
tionally syndicated cartoon by Patrick 
Oliphant that numerous readers. both 
Jewish and non-Jewish. labeled '"blatant­
ly anti-Serrutic. "Thecanoon. a comment 
on the medical profession's response to 
Medicare-fee guidelines. depicts a man 
being hauled from the wreckage of his 
fancy car mto a paddy wagon. "Dr. 
Finklestein was last seen being dragged 
from his car to a waiting government 
van ... the caption reads ... Authorities say 
that he is probably being forced to treat 
Medicare patients for a fixed fee .... " 
In a letter to the editor. Ryweck accused 
the cartoonist of "offensive religious 
stereotyping" and scapegoating. 

Local Jewish leaders also express con­
cern over recent Supreme Court deci­
sions involving church-state separation. 
as well as the movement to bring back 
prayer m public schools. Berman says 
that reintroducing school prayers would 
be "an entermg wedge to the establish­
ment of a second-class citizenship.· while 
Lerner says his congregants complain 
about church-state violations more fre­
quently than about overt anti-Semitic in­
cidents. They're concerned. he says. that 
if you set up a crcche m ciry hall. you're 
creaung an environment that's less hos­
pitable to mmonty religions. 

Raskas savs the outbreak. of any type 
of anu-Semmc acuvity prompts phone 
calls from rnghtened congrcgants. ·par­
t1cularlv the Holocaust survivors. 'Rab­
bi.· they say. ·1t's stamng all over again.· 
And I sav. ·--.Jo. it's not. Calm down. 
There arc·,u~, a lcw kooks out there.· -

Despite the ctfons of the AOL and 
others to educate the public. there un­
doubtedly are many genules who would 
echo Raskas's response. The Twin Cities 
Jewish communatv. thev feel. is inordin­
ately preoccupied with and sensitive 
toward anti-Semitism. which is. after all. 
on the wane. The fact remains. how­
ever-to echo Raskas·s words again­
thatJews have a lot to be paranoid about. 
Funhermore. a community's response to 
what Ryweck calls .. the cancer of anti­
Semitism·· is a litmus test of its moral 
development. 

Nathan Perlmutter. the AOL's national 
director, puts it simply: '"'The vandaliz­
ing of one religious institution or one 
home because of the religion or race of 
the occupants is one too many ... Though 
Minneapolis has come a long way from 
its widespread anti-Semitism of the 
1940s. it-along with St. Paul and every 
other major city in the country- still has 
a way to go. D 
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\!l~~E.APOLIS: THE CURIOUS TvVIN 

Tu£ n E ,\ L circuit riJcr of our tune~. :i 

:ccturcr picks up some curious impres­
sions on his one-night st:incls :icross the 
country. It would be more :1ccur:1tc. per­
~.ps, to s:iy th:it he collects "qucst1ons'' 
rJther th:m impressions on these :irduous 
iunkets. f ram lecture tnps m:idc in the 
:.ut four ye:irs, I h:ivc stored up :i num­
·:::er of queries of :1 socJOiogtcJl ch:1r:1ctcr. 
',\!hilc these queries Jrc b;scci upon Jd­
~1ttt:clly rnperficiJi impremons, ncvcrthc­
:w some of them possess. in my opm1on, 
suffieir.:nt vJ!iclity to w:irrJnt further in­

\ est1;:1tion. The fresh curiosity of the 
umnitiJtcd overnight visitor mJy com­
?cns:itc to some extent for !Jck of specific 
1nform:1tion :ind d:it:i. I hJvc Jotted down 
these notes. therefore, not in :my dog­
::utic spirit. but rJther to record :in im­
pression in the hope th:it. by doing so, 
i m:iy stimul:itc :i rc:il :inswer from those 
who h:1\·c the full facts. ~ t y question 1s: 
how 1s one to :iccount for the divergent 
.nti-Scmitic p:ittems to be found in the 
twin cities of St. P:iul :md t-finne:ipolis? 

\Vhilc the contr.:ist 1s not of the bl:ic~­
:.ild-whitc v:1ricty, the p:1ttc:rn of :mti­
Semitism is much more pronounced in 
:.tinnc:ipolis th;m in St. P:iul. One might 
C'\"CT1 s.:iv, with :i mc:isurc of justific:1t1on. 
th~t ~t'innc:ipolis is the cJpitol of :1nti­
Scm1t1sm in the United St:ites. In 2lmost 
en·~· w;-ilk of life, "Jn iron curt:iin" scp• 
mtes Jews from non-Jews in ~Iinne-
4polis. ~or is this "iron curt:iin" :i m:ittcr 
of recent origin; on the eontr.:iry, it seems 
to h:ive :ilw:ivs c."tisted. So far :is I know, 
~linnc:ipolis 'is the only city in Amcric:i 
m which Jews are, :is a m:ittcr of practice: 
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:rncJ custom, i11di~iblc for membership 
in the service clubs. rn fact. Jews h:ive 
never been :icceptccl into membership in 
the loc:il Kiw::m1s. Rot:iry, Lions, or 
T~stm:istcrs org:iniz.:itions. The s:ime 
.:inti-Semitic b:ir, however, does not pre­
v:111 in St. P:iul. Even the Automobile 
Club in Minnc:ipoiis refuses to :icccpt 
Jews :is mcm bcrs. ~ fr. H u~h CrJig, sc:ere­
t :ay of the club, recently declined to :ic­
ccpt the :1pplicJt1on of J wcil-l:nown :ind 
highly respected r:ibbi. So far :is I know, 
there is not ;inothcr :iutomobile club in 
,\mericJ which pursues J s1m1br policy. 
,\t :i recent mcctmg of the nJt1on:ii rc:ilty 
bo:irds. the Minnc:ipolis ckleg:ition m:de 
much of the fact th:it J cws :ire not eligible 
for membership on the ioc:il reJlty b~rd. 

Yc:irs :1~0. :i few Jews were: Jccepted. 
:is life members, m the ~Iinne:ipolis Ath­
letic Club. But the: bo:1rd of the: dub, 
contr.:iry to :i long c::t:iblishcd pr.1ctice, 
h:is of recent yc:irs rciuscd to recognize 
the tr:insfcr of these memberships to the 
sons of decc:iscd members Jnd h:is st:lted 
th:it it will not :cccpt further f cw1sh 
Jpplic:it1ons. t--fony concerns in Minne:• 
Jpoiis. not:ibly some of the chJin stora 
:ind i\Iontgomcry, \V:mi & Comp:1r:y, pur­
sue :i gcncr:il policy of not 1nterv1ewmg 
Jewish :ipplic:ints. Jews h:ivc e:tpcrienced 
consider:iblc difficulty in buying residc:n• 
ti:il property in Minnc:ipolis. I w:1s in­
formed by Mr. Dougi:is H:ill, one of the 
Ic:iders of the cxo in l\linnc:ipolis. th:it 
:1nti-Scmitism h~ been J r.:ither serious 
problem in the lool tr:1dc unions. 

The most striking aspect of 2nti-Semi­
tism in Minneapolis, however, consists in 
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~he bd:. of sig11dic~111t Jcwa~la part1cipat1011 
111 the c.lommnnt eeonu1111c :ictivities of 
the city. In milling, lumbering, tr:mspor­
tJtion, private utilities, b:mking, 1mur­
ance, :rnd. even to a degree: in the field 
of dcp;irtment-storc merch:indising, Jews 
do not figure :is :in import:mt clement. 
Despite the fact th:it J siz.:ible Jewish 
community hJs existed in MinncJpolis 
for m:my yc:irs. Jews hJ\'C not :1cqu1red 
:m economic position comp:ir:iblc to thJt 
which they occupy in other cities of :tp• 
proxim:itdy the same size. Perhaps as J 
consequence of this community-wide p:tt· 
tern, th.c... Jewish communatv in Minnc­
Jpolis is highly in trovertcd:-oound up 
in a mJze of purelv J cwish act1\·1t1cs. 
\\'hilc fews p:irt1cip:1tc i11 loc:tl c1\'1e 
:iffairs. they :ire !cidom rcprcscntt:c.1 011 

the boards of ci\·ie ori;:m1z.:it1ons. TI1at 
local residents, seeking to mmimizc this 
st:itcmcnt, shouid cmph:rnze the fact t h:1t 
4 Jew w:is rccc:ntlv sclt:ctcd :is he:,d of thi: 
Council of Soci:ii" .-\i;ene1es, mcrclv under­
scores the: existence of :, gcncr:il cxclu­
sionist polic,·. \ Vith the cxccpt1011 of ;in 

:ildc:rm:in clcctcc.l from J prcdommantly 
Jewish district. there :ire no f cwish officc­
holdc:rs in l\tinne:ipolis ( althou!;h there 
:ire :ipprnxim:1tcl~· :o.ooo Jewish re~1-
dcnts). Politic:il :,nti-Scmitism rnnc to 
the surfoc.e in i\ f inne:ipolis in 1 cnS :rnd 
w:,s :i definite f:lctor in the dcfc:tt of the 
f:1rmcr-L1l>or P:irty. CCJmmcnt111i; on this 
s1tu:ition, :i loe:11 resident s1gnific:mtly ob­
scn·cd: "those of us who worked closclv 
:it the c:ipitnl undcrst:,nd :tll ton well th:1t 
the type of 1 ews who \\'ere :issoc1:1tcd with 
13cnson did :1 ;rc:it clc;.11 in sclt1m; li:1ck 
;ill the efforts which h:1d been m:1de in 
building up respect :md :,dmir:1tio11 for 
the: r:ice" ( emphasis mine). 

Ccrt:iinl~• these impressions indic:itc 
the existence in ~ linnc:ipolis of :, deep· 
sc:itc:d :md widcsprc:id p:ittcrn of :inti­
Scmitism which is not to be found, in 
simil:ir dct:iil or intensity, in St. P:iul. 

\\'kit 1s hcl1i11d tlii~ p:ittt·rn? I 111\\' :i(. In the twin cities, rcligio 
count for the divergence? On a H.:tt.:nt ~l:,;rounds :ire closely rcl:i 
,·,sit to j\ 1 innc;1polis. I posed these. and Irish :ind Ccrm:m b: 
,1 1u1111L>c.:r of rcbtcd quest1ons, to :t grc1up e 2 l.irgc: clement in ta._ 
11f well-informed, long-resident obser\'c:rs: ·;P;iul. In yc:an p:ast. the 
,ome frnm the l:lbor movement; some ·p4ul £unct1oned within 1 
;~ct1,·c in lcft-wmg politics: a prominent :1 minonty psychology, 
local rJbbi; ~m extremely intelligent !cw. r:w wh:at it w:is to be sir 
1sh lawver; some prominent civic lc.:Jdc:rs: ~ority for :itt:ick by n:ativ 
:1 loc:il ncwsp:iper publisher; :1nd some d, the C~tholia in St. ] 
:-lcgro residents. from their answers. I ·e outstinding dcriCil le 
l1Jve p1cec<l together something in the itc:d with h:iving bl.en 
nature of a tentative: hypothesis in the ~opposing n:itivistic mo, 
hope thJt the whole question will some • mpanicd the Ccrm:an :. 
JJy be srstem;itic:illv explored. ·• ntl to St. P:iul :md, ; 

\\'hilc i\ 1 inncJ1)olis ha~ more th:tn ,u ts, bec:imc a put 01 

sliJre of :icm·e ~nt1-Scm1tes. the "iron wing community. Most 
,·11rt:1m" :i;1ttcrn c:rn hardly he explained ~h imm1;r:1nts to Mi 
.11 terms oi their actmt1e!). TI1c S:1turdJ\' :'.°thcr h:ind, were: of Ru 
cltureit p:igcs of tltc )oQl press :1rc fuil ·_ground. More import 
nf :1d\'ert1st·mcnts pbccd by loc:11 pulpit• pence in n:ition:ility or 
t ltumr>111~ f 1111damcnt:1bts. m:in~· of whom e circumst:mcc th:it :1 

:ire :rnt1-Scn11tic. TI1c Northwest Dible .. _munity existed in St. 
School, J luc:il" funcfamcnt:ilist :1c:1dc:m~·. . .yc:us before there w:as; 
li:is bc.:en :iccuscd of being J training ·rs difference in time r' ; 
)chool in :1nti-Scm1tism. Recently the :~ to the growth of 
"~ 1othcrs of Minnesota" resumed cfotri- • ·~. in part :tcconnts for 
hut1on of anti-Senutic documents, p:imph- · iu. :b.tus beh,•ccn the twc 
lc.:ts, ;rnd lc.::ifkts. I 11 \ \ •. D. Rile,·. \\'~- ·sanities. 
li:1111 D. I·krrstrom, C. 0. St;idsklcv, Ar• ~c Sc:indin:1\'i:in elem 
thur P:1c.:hofskv, and the ReY. Luke Rader, Blfff ~port:tnt in Minnc::ir, 
\ f inne:1polis 1·1Js :i coterie of :mti-Scm1tic ~ m St. Paul, :md t~1is c 
r:1bblc-rouscrs who can alw::ivs be counted . ~in2ntly Luthcr.tn. \\ 
1q><m to work up mterc.:~t i;1 :tnd ;attend· • le.. to \'Crifv the f:ict I 
.111cc ior C~rald L. J-.:. Smith's mcctin;1 ., ,_j¥c:r:zns c~nst1tute :ibout 
in the "Truth :ind Liberty Tc.:mplc" op- ~·church popul:ition of 
cr:ited b~· StJdsklc\'. Out the pattern of ~'~ikc the Ccrm:an :md 
:1nt1-Srn11ti!,m 1n t-.Iinnc:ipolis lung prt'· '.·. tP.,Du to St. P:1ul, the Ser. 
dates tltc.: :ieti,·itics of these men. While ·: ··:~C c:xpcricncc or famil~ 
lccpm; :mt1-Scmitism • :ilivc Jt the lower • • ~- no Jewish clements 
)tatm kn:ls. the Raders :ind I kmtrom~ ' ~~ to Minnc:ipolis. The 
arc ol)\ iou~ly m:inipubting :i pattern ~ ~tly dr:aw :i sh:irp distin 
which cxa~ts in the structure of the com~ ~Ur :;ffairs :ind thcologi1 
munity itself. In p:irt the: Jetivitic:s o: !iaiu. Thcv consistcntlv sa 
these weird prophets is to he ::iccounte<! ~'.:tfairs 'out of the churc 
for in tcm1s of the m::i.'l:im "monkey sm, ~:ants were :zgrccd th: 
monkey docs." ~clement in Minncapoii: 

'" 
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ll'h111d tl11s pattern? [·Iaw•. ;_ J1 1 tl11.: lw111 c1t1e~. rclig;,1u~ :111d L'tl1111c 
•' ~ d1v~r;c11ce;1 

( )n a r~· t •. 1, ~:rnu11ds :ire closely rt:btcd. C.1thol1cs 
.1poli~. I pn~1.:cl these,~ r I ri~h :rncl C.crm:m h:1ck~rn1111d cnn-.t ,. 

if related questions. to~ ~- '."'Jtc a !Jr;e clement m the population or 
irmccl. long-resident obs~·- ~t. PJul. In yc:irs p:ist. the C.:1tholics in 

the bbor mo\'cmcnt; ~- ~t. Paul functioned within the fr:imework 
:ft-wing politics: a promi~ ,r J n11nonty psychology, that 1s. they 

Jn extremely intc!ligcnt J~:. ~nc:w wh:it it was to be singled out :is a 
some promm~nt civic lc:i§_i/ minority for :itt:ick by n:itivistic clements. 
,vsp:ipc.:r publisher: :ind ~C .\lso. the: CJtholics in St. P:iul produced 
.lcnts. f rnm their :inswc~} ;omc outst:inding clcric:il lc:idcr~ who :ue 
.I together something i~~~~: ,:edited with h:iving t:Jkcn :m :ictivc p:irt 
I tent;1t1vc hypothesis in~~: :n oppo~an~ n:itivist1c mO\'Cmcnu. Jews 
:Ile whole c1ucst10n will ~-; m;omp:m1cd the Ccrm:Jn :rnd Czech im­
_·m:1t1c:1llv explored. m:- migrants to St. P:iul :Jnd. JS c;1rly imm1-
linnc~1poiis has more th~~i~! grJnts. became J p:irt of the: r:ip1dlv 
~tl\'e :inti-~cnutc.:s. the -~ growm~ community. :,..rest of the c:irlv 
:tern c=111 1i;1rdh- be e:tpbmcd·. Jewish imm1;r:mts to ~{inne:ipoiis. on 
their :ict1\'lt11.:s. The SJ~~~ the other h;md. were of Russ1:in or Polish 

-:s of tile loe~tl press :m:.~ bJd:grouncl. ~ r ore 1mport:int than the 
111cnts pbcccl by loc:il pul@lfcm' difference in nJtion;1lity origin, however. 
:11dament:ili~ts. 111:iny of w~ • is the c1rcumst:1nce th:it :i siz.:iblc: Jewish 
nitic. TI1c ~orthwest B~ community existed in St. P:iul twcnty-
1e:il funcl:imentalist :ic:id~ 6,·e yc:m before there w:is :i Minnc:ipolis. 

-:d of being a ~~t This difference in time of :irriv:il, in rcl:i­
.1"·••Sem1tism. Recc:ntly:,Uij tion to the srowth of the h1.·o commu­
f Minncsot:i'' resumed .d~ nitics, in p:ut :accounts for the difference 
ti-Semitic documents. p~m,, in stat11s between the two Jewish com-
dlcts. ln \V. D. Riley,J . munities. 
rrstrom. C. 0. St:ad.d.:lc:v/' The Sc.,ndin:t\·i:in clement is much 
Lv, :ind the Rev. Luke 

1 
:• more important in ~tinnc:ipnli~. of course. 

!~:is :i coterie of :mti-Scirii -~ th:in in St. P:iul, Jnd this clement is pre• 
s who CJll :tlw:ivs be: coun"1c;i':'. domin:mtlv_ Luthcr:m. \ Vithout beina 

·I.; up mtercst 1{1 :ind at~~ able to vcrifv the fact. I w:is told th:i~ 
r:iltl L. K. Smith's mr:r:~ Luther:ins c~nstitutc: :ibout one-third of 
ih ::md Liberty Tcmplc'f '·• the church popu!Jtion of Minnc:ipolis. 
:JdsL:lcv. Dut the p,ttr:~ Unlil:c the Cerm:in and Czech immi-
n in r-.Iinnc:ipolis long,' ~nts to St. P:lUI, the Sc:mdin:ivi:ms h:id 
tivities of these men. \ ., uttl~. experience or fanii°ii;~ity with Jews 
-Semitism :ilivc :it the Io' • -~~~- no Jewish elements :iccomp:inied 

the R.:dc:rs :ind Hem them to Minnc::ipolis. The Luthcr:ins :ip-
ly m:inipul:iting a p2. P"cntly draw a sh:irp distinction between 
in the structure of the c ~cul:ir :iff:iirs :ind theologicl preocc:up:i-
f. In p;1rt the :ictiviti " • tions. They consistently seek to keep sec­
prophets is to he :iccoun ' ulu affairs out of the church. Most of mv 
o_~ the: m:ixim "monkey~: •• inform:mts were :igrccd th:it the Luthe~-

an clement in l\linncipolis seems to be 

,0111<:wh:at w1tlidr:t\\·11 :rnd cloi,tcred. f-or 
~ \;1111pk-, wlu:11 ilrntl11.:rl10ocl \ \"<.:ci.: is prn­
' l:ii111nl. ~ilcrn:c 1111 Ilic ,11hjt-c:t of hmthcr• 
! 1nocl 11suallv pre\":11ls in the Luthcr:in 
cliurchc~. 'lliis •~ not tn imply th:it the 
r .11thcr:ms have :in ··.111t1" p.,~·cholngy ( l 
"·;as off crc.:d i 111 prcss1,·c c\"lclcncc to the 
cnntr:iry). nut 1t would seem that their 
tc.:nclcney tow:ml non-p:irtieipJtion in 
cwie :iffairs. :is :in org:m11.cd ;mup, h:is 
cre:1tcd a kind of \':tcuum which m:il.cs 
pmmblc the contmu:mcc of :m :inta-Sc . 
1111tic p:tttcm. Oll\·inusl~·. religious ;1nd n:i• 
t1on:1lity factor~. closely rcl:itcd. h:ive 
some bcarin~ on the cli\'crgcnt :ittitudc 
tow:trd f cws m the twin cities: hut these 
f.1ctors clo not expbin the peculiar p:ittcrn 
111 ~Iinncapolis. 

ft seemed to me th:Jt the Jewish bwyer 
.-~ch·anecd the most tcn:iblc h~·pothem 
.1hout :inti-Semitism in Minne::ipolis. 
\ \ "hilc ~ [inncapolis is the younger com­
mumty, it h:is grown much more r:ipadly 
th:in St. P:iul. \Vhcn ~Iinnc:ipolis fiut 
bc;:m to surge forw:ird :is :i thriving cen­
ter of economic :ictivity, "people from 
~f:aine·'-migr:tting New Engl:ind YJn• 
lees of :i Protest:int ,\nglo-S:ixon bJck• 
grnund-were :imon~ the c::irly :irrivals 
.ind quickly :icquirc.:d J stron; gr::isp on 
the m:ijor industries of the community, 
J gr:isp which they continue: to m:1int:1in. 
I w:is given :in impressive listing of the 
long-domm:int "first families'' who occu­
py the key control positions in b;m.:ing, 
tin:ince, milling, tr:insport:ition, lumber­
ing, mcrch:indising, etc. \Vith me c::t• 

ccptions, the signific:int economic fields 
h:ive rcm:1incd the e:-c:clusive province of 
these intcrrel:ited families, :is :iugmentc:d, 
from time to time. bv new recruits, new 
:tlli:incc:s, new familv ~ffilfations :md rela­
tionships. Arriving • on the scene :it :i 
somcwh:it h1ter d:ite, the Sc:mdin:ivi:ms 
c:imc to occupy the intcnnedi:itc: rung an 
the socio-economic l:idder. \Vhile they 
h:ivc done well in :igriculture, the tr:ides, 
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Jnd the professions, :rnd, of recent y_cars, 
in politics, they h~\·c still not been able 
to pcnctr::itc the upper-upper social levels. 
On :1 visit to the city hall in Minneapolis, 
my attention w2s called to the portraits 
of·thc: m:iyors ·of the city. from the be­
ginning of the city to a comparatively re­
cent d:ltc, the names of tJ1csc august dig­
nitaries were unmisbkably Anglo-Saxon. 
Only of recent yc:1rs docs a Sc:mdin:ivian 
n3me begin to appear and, of course, 
there were no Jewish names. On the other 
hand, Jews have occupied the position of 
m2yor in St. P.:iul. 

Herc. then, is something like an c.-c­
pl:mation: a community in which :a lim­
ited number of l.:irgc:-scale industries 
con~titutc the b:1ckbonc of the ccanom1c 
life of the arc:i; cJrl\' monopoiiz.1t1on of 
these rndustnes b~· :i sin~le tightly :iffili­
:itcd clement in the popubtion: :md the 
use, b,· this clement. of soc1::il, cconomsc. 
:and, bter, politiol anti-Scm1t1sm JS a 
mc:1ns of opposing any thrc::it to their 
st:itus, more: p:irticul:irl~· for the purpose 
of ret:iinin; J pref erred soci:il position. 
Once cst:iulishcd :1t the highest lc\'cls nf 
cconomsc control, the p:1ttcm h::is sifted 
down :ind been repeated. br suggestion 
:md imit:1tion, :it the middle cl:iss, lo\\'cr 
cl:iss, and \\'orking cl:iss levels. 11,us the 
:1ttitudc tow:ud Jews in r-.Iinnc:ipoii'i re­
flects not so much :m ethnocentric group­
judgment or C\'Cn :i judgment on inchvid­
ual bch:inor, but r:ithcr the st:1tus struc­
ture of the commu111ty itself. '17,is is 
shown b~· reference ta the cnntr:1stmg 
situ:1t1on 111 St. PJul, where, Liv rc:ison of 
::i comhin:stion of circumst:inces, J seg­
ment of the Jcwi~h popul:itian c:imc ta 
occur~· liigh run;s in the socio-economic 
s,·stcm bdorc this s~·stt:m la:i<l cry5t:1llizcd 
i~to its present st:itus structure. The of­
fcnsivc-ddcnsi\'c :allfonce of the upper­
upper clements in Minnc:1polis is shown 
in the famous Citizcm; Alli:mcc which. 
until the grc:it tc:imstcrs' strike in the 

'30s, lcpt Minn~polis an open-shop 
town. It is also shown in the attitude of , 
JJmcs f. Hill, a grc:it figure in tlie North 
St4r Countf\'. According to Meridel ~ 
Sueur, Hill had "ccrbin icl~s about how 

tions :ind limit:itions whic' 
nc:apoJis. 

At present the chronic ;nti­
Mjnnc:ipolis is in ; sbte of 
:.uc:a of :inti-Semitic pr:ictice n 
very n:iture of such practices, t 
or· it will begin to show sigru 
cition. For cx:im plc, some o 
tutions which :idmittedly pr: 
Semitism in Minne2polis hav, 
worry :about the reciproal :ispt 
relations with simil:ar instii 
n'c::uby St. Paul. Visiting Jews,. 
tq. service org:tniz:itions with b 
Minn~poHs h:wc become :i 
considcr:zbJc loc:il cmb:amssm 
ronscqucncc:, some Minnc:ipoli: 
tions have sugscstcd to their 
~tc:s th:it :i quot:a be pl:accd 
members or th:it Jews be :ilto'. 

J countr\' should be settled and wh:at 
n:ition:ilitics should be brought over for 
cc:rt:iin functrnns. His agents brought over . 
the Irish in c:irloads for the buildin~ of 
the r:iilro::ids; the Gcrm:m and Scndina­
vi~ms for formers :md sm:ill shopl.:ecpcrs; 
the middle Europe:ins-thc Cro:iti:ms, 
the Sfavs. the Lithu:ini:ms, :md also the 
f-'inns-for the mines on the Mc:s:ibi." 
Esscntiallv this same p:ittcrn rc:pe.:ats itself ' 
elsewhere· m Americ:i. with rdigious-cth­
nic-n.:it1on:1iitv v:1ri:itions prov1dini; l bJsis 
for tlic m:snrn11i:1tion of group differences 
I.mt seldom • Jccountmg for the soc1:il 
str.lt1fic.:it1on :ilong these: lines which hJS 
resulted. • duded. It is interesting to note t 

ol°thc service clubs in Minncap, 
h1ve tr:Jdition:dlv excluded JC\\-s 
ili:d with n:atio.n:al ars:iniz 

Slight wonder. then, tJ1:it the Jewish 
communit\' of Minneapolis, by comp:iri­
son with other urb:m Jewish communities 
of comp:u:iblc si1.c. shows evidence of 
soci:tl rct:ml:1tion. f-'rom this comp:ir::itivc 
point of \'icw, the: Jewish community of 
:\finnc:ipolis con~titutcs J depressed cle• 
mcnt in the pn~ul:1tion :md the powers• • 
th:,t-hc oh\·iousl~• intend, if possible, to 
m:iint:iin tlii~ st:1tm. On the other hand, 
Jew~ \\'ere :1mnn; the first :mi,·:1ls in S:m 

Juve Jong boated th:it their ... .: 
~1~pen to :ill, rc~rdlcn of en 
wonders, thc:rcforc:, how long i! 
before these n:ation:iJ ors:iniz:Jtio 
• fii'cxc:rt pressure on the Minnc:11 
hole1 of :inti-Semitism. 
i,A close study of the comp:i~t 
ticm of Jews in Minnc:ipoiis :and 
would, JS I h:ivc tried to indic 
mme rc:1I resc:zrch di\'idcnds. Onl• 

r, r:mc1sco :1ftcr 1 S4Q, Jnd the Jcwiid1 com• 
111tm1ty tla,:rc. ruu;hl~• comp:ir:1blc in size 
if not m length of rc~1dcnce, h:is won :m 
cxtrcmch• wide mc:mirc of soci:-il :icccp· 
t:mcc i11 ·:'Ill w:ill..s of life. In foet, tlic up· 
per-upper J(:wi!ih families of SJn Fr:m· 
cisco :1rc :imon; the lir~t familic~ in a 
comnrnnit~· in which :rnti-Scmitic p:ttti:ms 
li:l\'c Ion~ l>C'c·n \·irtu:illy non-cxi~tcnt. ,, 
TI1:,t rc:li~io11s :ind ethnic differences arc 
not in tlicm!.ch'cs :i cau~c of group an· 
tagoni~m is shown by the circumst~n_cc 
th:it the Jc\\'ish communities, in c1t1c, 
like S:m Fr:mciscn :md St. P:ml, arc re!J· 
ti\'cly free from the odious soci:il rcstri:· 

. ~ lecturer would be foolh:ird~· • 
~:2.nticip.:itc the: conclusions of 
~y. For wh:it the impr~ion • 
nrtb, howC'\-cr, I :am willmg to 
~Jew inticip:itions. Sud1 a study 
dcmonstr,te, I hdiC\•c, the soci:1.1 
ct, group ant:1gonisans. It would 
all in question the ethnocentric c 
fas of such 2nt:1~nnisms. prcmisa 
• inn~tc "dislike for the unlike.'' 
fai_-·:·ccmple, One Americ:z, the : 
hoot edited by Messrs. Brown ~-". 
;~w· 
,: 
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·::• .,ml limit:1tions wiiich c.:x1st m ;\[i11-

•1 •. ,p••l1:i. 
.\t pn:~cnt the chronic anti.Semitism of 

\i:nm::1poli5 is in :i st:itc of crim: the 
;;~·J of ~111t1-Scmitie pr:1ct1c:c must. by the 
1 en· 11;1turc of such pr:1ct1ccs, be cxp:mdctl 
Jr 1t will begin to show signs of modifi­
:::t1on. For c:c:implc, some or the imti­
:1,w•:1'i which admittedly pr:1ct1cc :1nt1-
~l.'.lll&,:,111 in ~linn_capolis hJve i>l·;un to 
.,orn· :1bout the rcciproc:il :1spcct of their 
:cl:it1ons with similar institutions in 
~c::irb,• St. P:ml. Vi~iting Jew~ who bclnn~ 
:o service org:miz.:itions with br::inchcs in 
\linnc:ipolis h::ivc: become :1 'ionrcc of 
cons1dcr:1blc loc:il cmb:m::issmcnr. A,; :i 

conscciucncc, some ~ Iinnc:rnolis or;:m1z.1-
t1ons ·h..1\·e sug;cstcd to t'hc1r St. P;ml 
Jffilwt<.:!i th:it J CjllOt:t be placed 011 Jcw,~h 
memocrs or th::it Jews be :1lto;cthcr ex• 
duded. It j5 interesting to note· thJt m:mv 
of the scn·ice clubs in 1\Iinnc:ipolis which 
~J\'C tr:idition:illv excluded Jews :ire :iffili­
;:cd with n:,tio.n:il or~:,ni1_1t1om which 
hJ\"C lam; boa~ted that their membership 
1s open to all. rc~rdlcss of creed. One 
"\·anders, therefore, how Ion~ it will be 
~dare these nation:il orf;:tni7.:1tions bc;m 
:o exe:t pressure on the :\ linnc::ipulis fox­
holes of :inti-Semitism. 

:\ c:losc study of the comp:u:itive posi­
tion of Jews in i\(innc:tpolis and St. Paul 
·-1 ould, JS I h:ivc: tried to indictc, p:1y 
!ome rc::il rcsc:uch dividends. Onlv :i v1sit-
1n~ lecturer would be foolh:irdy • enough 
to :inticipate the conclusions of such ::i 
!tud"·· for wh:it the impression m:iy be 
-a·orth, however, I :im willing to venture 
a few :inticip:itions. Such :i study would 
Gcmonstr:itc, I believe, the soci:il origin 
or 1roup :int:igonisms. It would sh:irply 
~ll in question the ethnocentric C."Cpl:in:i• 
ton of such :mt:igonisms premised upon 
::1 inn:itc: "dislike for the unlike." (See, 
!•,r ex:implc, One Americ:i, the source­
~'",()k edited by Messrs. Brown :ind Rau-

cc:k, where thi~ theory, :rncl it~ m1sk:1dint; 
11nplic:~1rums, k1\·c IK·cn c:imed to ex­
treme conclusions.) It would dcmonstrnte 
th:it stereotypes c·xist inclepencicntly of. 
.111d 11;1\·e little rd;1tion to, the.: Jctu:.il ex­
periences of the individual. With preju­
dice defined ":is :i type of stereotype which 
docs not coincide with the facts," our 
proposed !.tudy wnulcl show, JS Dr. Ron• 
.dcl Lippitt 1i~,s pm11tec.l out. that "the d:it:i 
\\"hich 5hccl most light on the re:il n:iturc 
of prc1udicc :1rc to be found in :m:ilysis 
of the conditions under which these dis• 
tarted stereotypes arise, persist, or :ire: 
ch:ingcd'' (italics mine: sec .'\nn:1/s of the 
,\Jncnc:m ,\c:ulcm~ of Politic:il :rnd Sn­
ci:il Science. :\l.1rch, 1946, pp. 166-1;6). 
rt. woulcl show, in short, th::it the tcnd­
LllC\' ,;o n11t1ccablc toda\' 111 the field of 
"intcrcuitur:il cdnc:1tion·· to rc;:ird :m 
JU~tr:ict somethin~ c:illcd "prejudice·• JS 

.1 unfrcrs.11 inn:itc ;1,;pcct of in<li\·idu:il 
bch:ivior-i11 much the s:ime m:tnner :is 
thcolo;i:ins rc.·;:1rd "ori,;in:il ,;in"-i\ lil:cly 
to prn,·c most mislc:.tdin~. ;\s Dr. Fred­
eric \\'c:rtham s:iid recently, in cnticizing 
.1 mmlar tendcncv noticc:1blc ::imong pres• 
cnt-day ps}·cho:i~alyst5, "the contr:,dic, 
tions of rc::ditv c:in be so dct:ichcd from 
their soci:il ~:itrfa: th:it they become 
mcrclv :ibstrjct :ind logic:il cnnrlicts of :i 
fictiti~us indh-idu:ility 111 splcnc.1,<l isol:i­
tion.'' 

C.lrcv 1\-tc\Villi:ims needs no introduc­
tion to· CC ,c~ders or to :inyonc inter• 
cstcd in Amcric:m group rd:itions. His 
most recent book. Southern California 
Country, w:is published by Duell, Sloan 
:ind Pe~rce fast spring. 

TI1is discussion introduces wh:it Coa.,. 
~ION CaoUND hopes will be a_ serie~ _of 
:irticla :in~lyzing various Amcric:in cities 
\Vhcre the situation of so-c:illccl .. minor• 
ity groups'' is either very b:1d or very good. 



Jew1sn 
life in 
lvfinnesota 
: y Bob Ehlert 
'hotos by David Brewster 

And he that UJ eight days old shall be circumcUJed among 
1u, euery man child in your generations . . . and my 
,uenant shall be in your flesh for an everla.Jting covenant. 

-The Book of Genesis 

r he holy men of the Adath Israel Orthodox Syna­
gogue in St. Paul have gathered to fulfill the law on 
a cold and gray February morning, a day when the 
barren. snow-covered Minnesota earth seems to 

unt the Jewish calendar. which has called for the first day 
spring. 
But inside the synagogue, there in the half-light provided 

, a comer window, the warm glow of good tidings and 
adition ha.a touched the ceremonial circle of elders. Most of 
1e' re clad in prayer shawls, their arms and foreheads 
ce. .ghtly in leather straps called tefi/,lin. Smiles interrupt 
1eir concentration occasionally, for this ia a happy day, the 
1y of a bris. 
Rabbi Moshe Klein, a New York mohel with a reputation 

,r precision and brevity in the rite of circumcision ("the 
ankee Clipper," someone whispers), arrives and attempts to 
·anaform the joyous chaos into liturgical order. 
"Sbbbbbb!!!! Shhhhhh!!!" comes the kindly warning from 

abbi Asher Zeilingold, the shepherd of the 60 families of 
dath Israel. one of three Orthodox congregations in the 
win Cities. "It is time for kveter, the bringing of the baby." 
The 8-day-old son of Koura.ah and Soheyla· Amrami­

·anian Jews who live in Minnesota now because their war­
,m homeland is no haven for the Star of David-is about to 
erpetuate the covenant God made with Abraham long ago. 
A hush falls upon the sanctuary, silencing the women in 

1e kitchen, the mothers and daughters in the outer circle, 
\e prayerful elders with cocked heads, even the curious 
>ung boys. The spirit of Elijah the Prophet, for whom a 
uir is left vacant, seems to travel like a breeze through 
1eir hearts and souls. 
The circumcision procedure, which ia swift and sure, 

raws blood and a whimper from the tiny bundle cradled in 
:1e arms of the sandek, the ritual seat of honor, which, in 
:1is .-qse, is filled by the maternal grandfather. 

,. 1 it is done, Amrami, the proud father, receives his 
.rst~rJOm son back and reveals the child's name for the first 
tme: Binyomin, or Benjamin in English. There ia a drop of 
:ine for the baby's tongue and a sip from a silver goblet for 
ne father, symbolizing the bond. 

"Just as he has entered into the covenant, so may he enter 
:ito the life of the Torah," intones lA!ilingold. 

"Mazel tovl" the holy men chant. "Mazel tov!" 

That in blessing I will bleaa thee, and in multiplying I will 
1.t.dtiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven . ... 

-Genesis 
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There was much joy in the synagogue for baby Binyomin. 
Good food, strong drink and solemn blessings were in abun­
dance at the celebration table. Hope was on the lipa of all 
because another "seed" had taken root. 

No matter that this seed will be nurtured in a place remote 
to the Land of.Canaan. The Jews have come as strangers to 
many doors, in many countries, for many centuries. Not as 
interlopers, but aa contributors, donors of an ancient way 
and culture that baa enriched countless generations. 

These United States, this place called Minnesota, haa been 
no exception. 

F
or about 135 years now, Jews have come to Minneso­
ta in search of a better economic, religious or political 
climate. Kourash Amrami came in 1970, initially to 
get an education, which he completed at the Univer-

sity of Minnesota. • 
He grew to love this lanci its people and, most of all. ita re­

ligious freedom. And that is a good thing, for when the ahah'a 
rule was overthrown by the Ayatollah Khomeini's Mualim 
government, it became obvious that .he and his family­
Orthodox Jews for many generations-might never be able to 
call Iran home again. 

"Since the revolution I will never be as close to Iran," saya 
Amrami, a St. Paul !'eSident who now runs a Persian-rug 
business called Amin Zin Minneapolis. "There in Iran I am 
not going to be safe. I feel sad when I see things, going on, 
people getting killed there." • 

A brother had to flee after being threatened by a hang. 
man's noose. Amrami's home and possessions, which he 
values at about "half a million dollars," are in the hands of 
the revolutionaries. Where the Torah was once read and 
strict Orthodox observance maintaineci today Mualima teach 



.he Koran. and- the militants learn war. 
Amrami and his extended family 

u-e. perhaps, the most recent wave of 
iewish immigrant& to the Twin Cities. 
rhey follow cloee behind the 1,500 
'.1-U&&ian Jewe who C!!.!!!e to Minnesota 
. n the 1970s and Ethiopian Jews who 
1.Sve just begun to flee their devastated 
1omelands for the United States. All 
lf these modem immigrants have 
:nuch in common with those who 
.:ame before them. 

Jewish life in Minnesota began at 
t.he beginning, when the state was still 
1 territory. and men and women of all 
ethnic backgrounda settled here. On 
the swface it is a typical story of a 
people making _good on the land. But 

what seems to separate the Jewa from 
the nearly 50 million immigrants who 
have come to the United States since 
1820 is their tenacious efforts to pre­
serve their heritage-and the trouble 
they faced sometimes in accomplish­
ing that goal . 

A bout. 34.000 Jews live in the 
North Star state today (leu 
than l percent of the Jews 
in the United States), the 

majority in urban settings in the Twin 
Cities. And even if Minnesota is a 
mere twinkle in the heavem of J ewiah 
history. it burns brightly. That is not 
to aay Jews have always lapped milk 
and honey from this Land of Lakes. 
For that is simply not true. 

Although life in Minnesota • ulti­
mately baa been a triumph for moat 
Jews. being a Minnesotan and being 
Jewish at the same time baa proved to 
be a sticky proposition. Minneapolis 
and its suburbs. home.. to 22.000 JeWB 
today. were once dubbed "the capital 
of anti-Semitism in the United 
States." 

There waa a time when Twin Cities 
Jews were denied inembership in fra­
ternal, social, athletic and auto cluba­
even administrative positiom in the 
Boy Scout.a. Up until Mount Sinai 
Hospital was built in Minneapolis in 
1948 by members of the Jewish com­
munity, Jewish doctora had difficulty 
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~tting jobs at hospitals. 
Beginning in 1934 and continuing 

through 1942, Edward E. Nicholson, 
dean of student affairs at the Universi­
ty of Minnesota, kept track of "Jew 
igitators" on the campus. Nicholson 
~ his.secret findings with the FBI 
.m, mbers of anti-Semitic groups 
ruch cu1 the Silver Shirts, according to 
1 1976 article in Jewish Social Studies 
TJ Hyman Berman. a professor of his­
;.ory at the university. 

Against these debits are same mod­
!!11-day assets: In 1961 Arthur Nafta­
an became the first Jewish mayor of 
Minneapolis: in 1978 Rudy Boschwitz 
oecame the stat.e's first Jewish U.S. 
o.enator: a guy named Bob Dylan (Rob­
~ Zimmerman), who has been many 
aiinp, but baa always been Jewish, 
arill certainly be remembered: sundry 
1thers have prospered in business, the 
irta, politics and government and are 
)()Sitioned as pillars in their respective 
::ommunities. -r he first Jews came to Minne­

sota around 1850 and settled 
in and around St. Paul. They 
were mercantile-class German 

rews who were lured mainly by com­
nercial opportunitiea. 

~, v of those who followed, 
Jio\.._ , came from Eastern Europe 
md were "driven from their homes by 
:-eligious, cultural, political, economic 
md social disabilities," writes Berman 
.n a history of Jewish immigration 
.hat was included in a collection 
:ailed,. "They Chose Minnesota." 

"They arrived speaking German, 
liddish. Polish, Romanian, Ruasian, 
:-lungarian and a multiplicity of other 
anguages," Berman writes. "Most had 
eft self-contained Yiddish-speaking 
.aban village communities which were 
1reaking down under the pressures of 
nodemization and industrialization. 
\!any, particularly those from Eastern 
:?.urope, retained the cultural charac­
:.eriatics of Orthodox piety, including 
lid World style of dress." 

Perhaps the only advantage the 
~tern European Jews had upon ar­
ival in Minnesota in the 1870s is that 
.heir German counterparts had pre­
:eded them and accumulated means to 
ielp .. rith their settlement. Even be­
·on :nnesota became a state. in 
t85b, &.nese German Jews had meshed 
n the community and established a 
:ongregation in 1856 with the forming 
,f Mount Zion Temple, which will 
:elebrate its 130th birthday next year. 

In politics of those days, men such 
.s Jacob Jackson Noah, a lawyer, won 
espect-and some of the first political 
1ffices-for Jews. Noah was appointed 
lerk of the Dakota County District 
:ourt and was later elected the first 
lerk of the Minnesota Supreme 
A>urt. 

In the 1870s the effects of a mass 
migration of Jews from Eastern Eu­
rope were beginning to be felt in St. 
Paul. Russian. Polish and Lithuanian 
Jews were busy establishing them­
selves as peddlers and merchants, even 
physicians. But because of language 
and culture, mainly, a sort of chaam 
had begun to develop between them 
and the German Jews. The result was 
the formation of another congregation, 
the Sons of Jacob, an Orthodox group. 
By 1878 a congregation had formed in 
Minneapolis called Sha.arai Tov. It 
was the predecessor of today's· Temple 
Israel. 

The temples and synagogues begat 
social groups, burial societies and 
eventually Hebrew schools. And just as 
the congregations had begun to focus 
on a needling byproduct of American 
life-assimilation into the pioneer cul­
ture at the expense of their Jewiah 
heritage-Minnesota Jews were con­
fronted with an intense flow of new 
Jews from Eastern Europe. 

Political turmoil and oppression in 
places such as RU88ia and Lithuania 
resulted in a tidal wave of immigrants 
landing on the shores of the United 
States in the 1880s. 

"Jews were affected by inheritance 
laws in Russia and Lithuania. which 
said that only the eldest son in a 
Jewish family could settle in the same • 
area as his father. That meant all the 
other children had to migrate, or im­
migrate," said Marilyn Chiat. an ad­
junct professor at the University of 
Minnesota who specializes~ ancient 
Near Eastern and Jewish studies. 
"Still others left because of conscrip­
tion laws-compulsory military ser­
vice." 

It was during this time that Raleigh 
Liebenberg's parents fled their Lithua­
nian house, "a tiny hovel of a home 
with a dirt floor.'' The Edina woman. 
who is 94, recalls the stories her moth­
er and father told of their exodus from 
Europe in 1885. 

"I know that he was going to be 
forced to join the army, the Ruasian 
army, I think. A person could buy his 
way out of that, but my parents had no 
money," says Liebenberg, a sprightly· 
woman whose husband, Jack, retired 
from a successful career in Twin Cities 
architecture. "So they all jumped in a 
wagon loaded with hay, and my moth­
er and two babies hid in the hay .... 
They got out of the country this way 
and came over in steerage. I recall my 
mother saying it was a horrible trip. 
They came straight to Minnesota. And 
they had nothing." 

Many had only the clothes on their 
backs and what they could carry: sab­
bath candles, kiddush cups and their 
Torahs, the holy books that defined 
their very purpose. For in them were 
the promises God made to Abraham. 

And in thy seed shall all the nations 
of the Earth be blessed ... 

-nfanfl'«li• 

The Torah, like the one Rabbi Barry Cytron held, is funa 

Such was the case of many who 
arrived in Minneapolis and St. Paul in 
those days. They came by the dozen, 
by the trainload sometimes. It wu a 
minor miracle that enough provisions 
could be raised to care for them. Fol­
lowing is an account of the arrival of 
185 Yiddish-speaking immigrants as 
reported by the Minneapolis Tribune 
of July 18, 1882: 

"The condition of the 185 people 
who were sent here, as similar parties 
have been sent. from Europe, to other 
American cities without warning, haa 
been materially improved since Satur­
day. Sunday and yesterday morning 
they were fed by Rabbi W echaler ( of 
Mount Zion in St. Paul) from such 
means as he could personally obtain, 
and the scenes when they were served 
with food are described as shocking. 

"There was such a rush for the food, 
anrh ;natf;,-,ff' on~ ..,._,l.l.,,..,,. ........ +".,+.: ..... 
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States in the 1880s. 

"JeMt were affected by inheritance 
laws in Ruaaia and Lithuania. which 
said that only the eldest son in a 
Jewish family could settle in the same 
area as his father. That meant all the 
other children had to migrate. or im­
migrate." said Marilyn Chiat, an ad­
junct professor at the Universi~y of 
Minnesota who specializes in ancient 
Near Eastern 8.Jld Jewish studies. 
"Still others left because of conscrip­
tion lawa-compul.sory military ser­
vice." 

It waa during this time that Raleigh 
Liebenberg's parents fled their Lithua­
nian houae, "a tiny hovel of a home 
with a dirt floor." The Edina woman, 
who is 94, recalls the stories her moth­
er and father told of their exodus from 
Europe in 1885. 

"I know that he wu going to be 
forced to join the army, the Ruaaian 
army, I think. A person could buy hia 
way out of that. but my parents had no 
money," says Liebenberg, a sprightly· 
woman whose husband, Jack, retired 
from a successful career in Twin Cities 
architecture. "So they all jumped in a 
wagon loaded with hay, and my moth­
er and two babies hid in the hay .... 
They got out of the country this way 
and came over in steerage. I recall my 
mother saying it wu a horrible trip. • 
They ca.me straight to Minnesota. And 
they had nothing." 

Many had only the clothes on their 
back.a and what they could carry: sab­
bath candles, kidduah cups and their 
Torahs, the holy boo.ks that defined 
their very purpose. For in them were 
the promises God made to Abraham. 

And in thy seed shall aU the natiaru 
of the Earth be blessed ... 

-Genesis 

• ,.•--.,.1•,# ·_,." -

--r"i- . i.f,;.. -.. , 

The Torah, like the one Rabbj Barry Cytron held, is fundamentaJ to Judaism. 

Such wu the cue of many who 
arrived in Minneapolis and St. Paul in 
those days. They came by the dozen, 
by the trainload sometimes. It wu a 
minor miracle that enough provisions 
could be raised to ca.re for them. Fol­
lowing is an account of the arrival of 
185 Yiddish-speaking immigrants aa 
reported by the Minneapolis Tribune 
of July 18, 1882: 

"The condition of the 185 people 
who were sent here, aa similar parties 
have been sent, from Europe, to other 
American cities without warning, bu 
been materially improved since Satur­
day. Sunday and yesterday morning 
they were fed by Rabbi Wechsler (of 
Mount Zion in St. Paul) from such 
means a.a he could personally obtain, 
and the scenes when they were served 
with food are described as shocking. 

"There was such a rush for the food, 
such jostling and ~bbing, protesting 

and quarreling, aa to leave the looker­
on to choose only ·whether he should 
regard these people u having bad all 
fine feeling starved out of them. or u 
the worst lot of selfish mendicants he 
had ever seen," the writer says. 

" . . . But the general opinion. in 
which our Jewish resident.a are unani­
mous. is that these people are really 
destitute and when they arrived here 
were on the verge of starvation . ... " 

Commenting on the resolve of those 
who left everything to come to Ameri­
ca, Chiat says, "When I think about 
the courage of these people-they 
muat have been very desperate." 

Overwhelmed by the demand for u­
s is tance, the Jewish community 
turned to the city, which responded in 
kind with money and shelter-the be­
ginninp of cooperation from the non-

Jew■ continued on~ !2 
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Jewish community, which 
has continued throughout 
Minnesota's history. 
Wechsler and others at 
Mount Zion devised plans to 
homestead some of the immi­
grants in such places as 
l"' ~h Dakota, but that im-
1. .ate plan failed. 

Many Jews eventually did 
homestead in the Dakotas, 
but few took up farming in 
Minnesota. Those who did 
not land jobs at various man­
ufacturing concerns usually 
went into business for them­
selves. :Many began as ped­
dlers, crisscrouing the Min­
nesota countryBide with vari­
ous wares and notions that 
appealed to farm families and 
the inhabitants of small 
town.a. 

Jacob Firestone made such 
a living when he came to the 
United States in 1870, set­
tling first in Cleveland before 
coming to St. Paul in 1877. 
uHe would buy things that he 
knew the farmer's wife would 
need, put them in a satchel 
on his back and stay out on 
t'-~ road for aeveral days at a 

e," saya Ruth Brin of 
.L.Y.a.mneapolia, granddaughter 
of Firestone and the daughter 
of Milton P. Firestone, a 
prominent St. Paul lawyer 
and civic leader of his day. 

But peddling wun't Jacob 
Firestone's only talent. A 
one-time rabbinical student. 
Firestone once found himself 
marooned in a small town (he 
was usually offered a bed in a 
hayloft when he traveled) 
that was expecting a new Lu­
theran minister. One thing 
led to another, and before 
long Firestone offered to give 
a sermon on a Sunday. "The 
story goes that he waa so 
good the people wanted him 
to stay," says Brin, adding 
that Firestone had not made 
it clear that he was Jewish. 
"He soon left. He didn't want 
to explain why he couldn't 

'ay." •• 
Between 1880 and 1920 the 

Jewish population in Minne­
sota grew from about 1,000 to 
between 30,000 and 40,000, 
according to Berman's histo­
ry. The majority of these 
Jews were like Jacob Fire­
st.one in that they eventually 
came to the Twin Cities. 

In St. Paul, Jews first set­
tled near downtown, or just 
west of it. As time has passed, 
there has been a migration 

• 

--

The drive tor learntng waa atrcno at places Uke the Jewish Educational Center, St. Paul, in 1931. 

westward along Summit Av. 
and south toward the river, 
and then across it to suburbs 
such aa Mendota Heights. 
The Jewish population in St. 
Paul and ita suburbs is about 
9,500 today. 

Jews settled in two specific 
neighborhoods in Minneapo­
lia, one on the south near 
Franklin and Portland Ava. 
and the other on the North 
Side along Lyndale Av. Thoee 
are the days Harold Goldberg. -
76, remembers so well. He 
can almost smell them. 

"When there was a Jewish 
holiday you didn't have to 
look at the calendar. All you 
had to do was smell the pleas­
ant odors of cooking coming 
from all the houses, the 
chicken and bread," says 
Goldberg. Within shouting 
distance in the neighborhood 
were three first. cousins-Hy, 
Reuben and Barney Ber­
man-all in all representing 
four separate branches of the 
Berman family that founded 
Berman Bros. Buckskin Co. 
"It was a time and neighbor­
hood when many of our par­
ents spoke Yiddish, but we 
answered in English . . . a 
time when the gathering 
place was Brochin's (grocery) 
at 6th and Lyndale." 

Beginning in the '30s, Min­
neapolis Jews began a migra­
tion south and then west to 
the suburbs of Golden Valley 
and St. Louis Park-which, 
combined. account for about 
8,500 Jews today. 

But not all the Jews moved 

to the Twin Cities and sub­
urbs when they came to Min­
nesota. Some made their way 
out into the hinterlanda. 
From the Iron Range to the 
Dakotas, from the borders of 
Canada to ·1owa. clutches of 
Jews settled in rural areaa 
and small towna. There are a 
total or about 2.500 Jewa liv­
ing in Duluth. Rochester, 
Hibbing, Virginia. Brainerd 
and Little Falla, Minn. Many 
of the peddlers who roamed 
the back roads were able to 
turn their trade into amall­
town department stores. 
Here, as in the Twin Cities, 
the Jewish forefathers tried 
to keep an eye on tradition. 

Jacob E. Goldenberg left 
Minneapolis in 1904 and 
came to Chisholm, Minn., 
where he and his family made 
a go of it aa cigarmakers. 
There waa a great demand for 
good, hand-made cigara in 
the boom-town saloons of the 
Iron Range. The Goldenbergs 
soon parlayed the business 
into a tobacco distributorship 
and eventually became whole­
salers for everything from 
candy to liquor, says Minne­
apolis businessman Kokie 
Goldenberg, Jacob's son. 

There were Jewish cattle 
merchants, gas-station own­
ers, grocers, jewelers and 
street cleaners in Chisholm. 
And as in a lot of other small 
towns, the Jews there built 
synagogues and arranged to 
have teachers imported to in­
struct their children in He­
brew. 

The desire t.o educate the 
children waa present in both 
town and country. "Our par­
ents wanted their children to 
have a better life than they 
had." says Goldenberg, who 
attended the University of 
Minnesota. "They didn't 
want us to have to do the 
things they did." . 

Howard and Ruth Bnn 
were educated in the Eas~ he 
at Harvard and ahe at V aaaar. 
''The drive for ua ( the second 
and third generations in Min­
nesota) to get an education 
was extraordinarily strong.° 
says Howard ·Brin, whose 
mother, Fanny Brin, attend­
ed the University of Minne­
sota in 1906. 

B 
ut all the education, 
all the community 
service, all the civic­
mindedne11 in the 

world has not saved Minneso­
ta Jews from the backwash of 
anti-Semitism. 

There were signs of it aa 
early as the 19th century, but 
most of those incidenta have 
been interpreted-even by 
some Jews-as simply anoth­
er ethnic group "paying ita 
dues." At the turn of the cen­
tury, however, as the Jewiah 
population in the state rose 
tenfold, things started to tum 
ugly. 

Even as late as 1948, "Jews 
were excluded from member­
s hip in the Minneapolis 
Automobile Association, 

Jew11 continued on page 14 
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the Minneapolis Athletic 
Club, the Kiwanis, Rotary, 
Lions and similar organiza­
tions," according to Berman's 
history. "They could not buy 
homes in Minneapolis, and 
Jewish realtora were excluded 
from the local realty board." 

AB a boy Howard Brin waa 
beaten up and called a "kike" 
on his way home from Ken­
wood School in Minneapolis. 
"I think Minneapolis wu 
worse than St. Paul," says 
Ruth Brin today . .,I got called 
names, but he (Howard Brin) 
got beaten up." 

In the '30s a member of the 
Minneapolis Club extended 
an invitation to Arthur Brin, 
Howard Brin's father. 

"A banker aaid to my fa­
ther one day, 'Arthur, you're 
here for lunch every day any­
how, how about if they put 
your name up for member­
ship?'" Howard Brin recall.a. 
"My father said that would 
be f me-but only if aeveral of 
hia Jewish friends could join· 
at the same time. Nothing 
ever became of it after that. 
He wu not about to be a 
token Jew. the court Jew of 
the Minneapolis Club." 

In 1930 Hy Berman (no 
relation to Prof. Hyman Ber­
man), a Minneapolis buai­
neuman, wu interested in 
getting into an e:1ecutive ad-

1 ministration position of the 
Boy Scouts of America. Re­
gion 10, in SL Paul. Feeling 
he waa fully qualified. he nev­
er dreamed he would ulti­
mately be turned down be­
cause he wu Jewish. 

"At the time I wasn't 
aware of anti-Semitism. But 
to find it fint, in the Boy 
Scouta, that took me back." 
says Berman, who lives in 
Golden Valley now. 11What • 
happened to the brother­
hood? I asked myself. It took 
me a while to get over that 
one." 

Berman's couain, Dr. Reu­
ben Berman, wu graduated 
from the University of Min­
nesota Medical School in 
1932. Back then, he said. the 
employment situation for 
new Jewish doctors wu like 
this: "St. Mary's and old As­
bury (Asbury Methodist Hos­
pital, now called Methodist 
Hospital) accepted Jewish 
doctors. There were other 
hospitals, which I won't 
name. which tolerated them. 
There were still other hoapi-

cl.10. not accept tJ eWl8.ll ace• 
tors." 

Minneapolis businessman­
philanthropist Jay Phillipa, 
who is Jewish. helped put an 
end to any discrimination 
against Jewish doctors when, 
in the latA! 1940&, he led a 
fund drive (for which he and 
members of his family were 
major -contributors) to build 
Mount Sinai Hospital. the 
fint "Jewiah" hospital in 
Minneapolis, which. by the 
way, baa alwaya served non­
Jewish patienta as well. 

When Marilyn· Chiat waa 
in training to be a dental by-

.1.;;10.1. IA.I ,1..;;,uo, .:,,;i..u. ...... ...., .... ~-

ing a Jewish candidate: .. ~: 
you were gonna win, yriu·c.: 
win in spite of it. not becaU!:ic 
of it." 

He said he felt more anti­
Semitism during the yean 
leading up to World War II 
than he felt latA!r on in hia 
political career. "During the 
Holocaust. now there were 
some WSeCW"e feelings,'' says 
Naftalin. now a profeisor 
with the Humphrey Institute 
at the University of Minneso­
ta. "How much of the anti­
Semitism is gone? How much 
of it is just repreued? The 

''How much of the anti-S~mitism 
is gone? How mucll of it is just 
repressed? The Jewish community 
never knows.'' 

Arthur N aft~ 
former mayor of Minneapolis 

gieniat at the U niveraity of 
Minnesota. she B.11d three 
other Jewish female cl.au• 
mates were told that there 
waa a quota on Jewa, and so 
only two of the. four could 
pua the training. ,.. a result 
they were pitted against one 
another. "That's·juat the way 
it wu done," she says. 

Many a Jew who wu born 
before World War II can tell 
a similar anti-Semitic war 
story. Things seemed to cli­
mu in 1946 when a journai­
iat. Carey McWilliama, wrote 
in Common Ground that 
"one might even aay, with a 
meaaure of justification, that 
Minneapolis is the capital of 
anti-Semitism." 

Whether that ia or ever wu 
true remaina a topic of de­
bate. But even more debat­
able, perhaps, ia the reaeon 
for it. To thia day many be­
lieve St. Paul haa been more 
livable for Jews than Minne• 
apolis. Why? 

Prof. Berman aeea it thia 
way: .,There is a chronologi­
cal reason for that. There waa 
always a J ewiah presence in 
St. Paul, from the very start 
. . . plus the existence of a 
Catholic base. In Minneapo­
lis, however. the J ewa juat 
suddenly appeared." Thia 
sudden appearance. so the 
theory goes. represented a 
threat to some non-Jews. 

Naftalin. ·.v no served aa 

Jewish community never 
knows.'' 

NaftaiiD, who is married to 
a non-Jew and baa never real­
ly been active in the J ewiah 
cultural or religioua commu­
nity, says Boachwitz is the 
real phenomenon in Jewish 
life in Minnesota. 

.. He is much more identi­
fied with the Jewiah commu­
nity. . . . (His election and re­
election) is an indicator of a 
major change in the state's 
(anti-Semitic) posture. It 
says that it is more tolerable 
to vote for a Jew than a Dem­
ocrat." 

U anti-Semitism were to 
raise ita ugly head again in 
Minneaota in a blatant man• 
ner, it would face a much 
stiffer, much stronger opposi­
tion than ever before. The 
Jewish Community Relationa 
Council/ Anti-Defamation 
League of Minnesota and the 
Dakota is not only a list of 
Who's Who in the Jewish 
community, it is a collection 
of influential citizena of the 
Upper Midwest. 

The Minnesota Jews of to­
day are not the meek, mild 
and bewildered people who 
came to the Twin Cities by 
the trainload 100 yean ago. 
Even though there -are fewer 
Jews than blaclta. Indiana 
and Hispanics in the state, 
they are well-represented 
Among the professions and on 

Beyond that. the man7 
stripes of Judaism-Reform. 
Reconatruct.ionist. Conserva­
tive. Orthodox and Haaidic­
are well-represented. Upward 
of 95 percent of the Jewish 
population in the Twin Cities 
is enrolled in a temple or syn­
agogue. Talmud-Torah. day . 
schools and Jewish culture 
groups thrive u well. 

What worries Jewa here is 
what worries them eve11 
where: too much asaimilatioll 
into the mainstream and, 
worse yet in the eyea of aome, 
intermarriage. 

"The very thing that we 
wanted to happen-meshing 
with the community and be­
ing accepted-baa hap­
pened." saya Harold Gold­
berg, the man who grew up on 
the North Side knowing hia 
Jewish holidays by eight and 
smell. .. And now what hu 
happened? My grandson hu 
befriended a non-Jewish girl. 

' I don't know what will be­
come of that." 

According to a recent arti­
cle in the New York Times, 
nearly 6 percent of all J ewa 
married non-Jews between 
1955 and 1960. Today, ac­
cording to the article. half of 
all Jews marry non-Jews. and 
the Harvard Center for Pop· 
lation Studiea hu project.. 
that, unleu current trends 
are reversed. there may be 
only 10.000 identifiable Jewa 
left in America by the year 
2076. 

A a Ruuian. Ethiopi­
an and Iranian 
Jewa continue to 
trickle into this 

country, thia state, perhaps 
more of them will be like 
Kouraah Amrami, the proud 
father of baby Binyomin. 

"The moat special thing 
about life in thia country and 
this state ia the freedom. free­
dom to show your Juda.iam,'' 
he says, hia eyea beaming 
during the celebration of hia 
aon'a bris . .. People a.re reluc­
tant to show themaelvea aa 
Jewa in Iran. Here you can 
speak your mind." 

Rabbi Zielingold and ' • 
elders of the Adath Israel L: 
thodox Congregation of SL 
Paul were doing juat that. 
They were dancing and sing­
ing, arm in arm on this holy, 
happy day. 

"Mazel tov!" they cheered 
at the end. "Maze! tov!" 

Bob Eblen is a stJJif writer 
for SUZJda.y Magazine. 
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A WORD FROM THE PUBLISHER • • • 

The chapter reprinted here was concdV<:d. written. and 
originally puhlishcd as an integral pare of the landmark 
work entitled They Chose Minnesota: A Sun',!Y o/ tbe 
State ·s Ethnic Groups. produced in 1981 by the ;\lin­
nesoca Historical Sodety. lso!ating the chapter from its 
original puhlication has hoch advantages and disadvan­
tages. This rcprint gives readers at a reasonable cost 
access to an accurate summary of an ethnic group's 
experience in Minnesota. It ddcs not. howcn:-r. present 
the information within the contt:xts of ocher cthnic 
groups or the hroad picture of immigration history. 
Whik we recognize the individual rcadcr·s intense 
interest in the ,\tinncsota story of his or her specific 
ethnic group. we cm.:ourage each to view and study that 
group within these larger contexts. 

Three dcments vital to the comprehensiveness of 
lbey Cbose ,Wnnesota provide important information 
that cannot he included in this reprint. First. the l ➔ -page 
Introduction hy editor June Drenning Holmquist reviews 
the history of immigration to the L'nited States and 

~1innesoca; explains why cmigrants Ide their homelands 
an<..I were attracted to .\tinnesoca: traces migrants' cra\·d 
routes: describes the state as a home for immigrants: and 
Jiscusscs immigration law. Americanization programs. 
an<..I \'arious definitions of cchnicicy. Second. the 
Appendix on Statistics explains thc numerous pitfalls 
and prohlcms inherent in the statistical Jata incor­
porated into the text. tahlcs. and maps that appear in 
each chapter of the hook. Readers should be awarc. tor 
cxamplc. that chc lack of consistency in the daca ohtairn:d 
from federal censuses makes IC \"lrcually imposs1hlc to Jo 
comparative studies or to arrivc ac coca! populacion 
tigurcs for some ethnic groups. Third. the Index to 17.,el' 
Cbnse Jli1111esnta is a cool w help rcaders gain a fullcr 
understanding of the relationships among ethnic groups 
and of the uiffcrences ancJ similarities in thc:ir experi­
ences as immigrants. Readers arc therefore urged to 
consult n1e-y (hose Jfi1111esnw in order to henetit from 
all the pertinent information that appears throughout its 
pages. 
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ity rather than stability was the rule on the North Side. Bv 
1915 re_stdents were beginning to leave that district as a co~­
sequence of both economic improvement and pressures from 
the growing Black population there. Most of the Jews lo­
cated farther north and west in the Homewood district based 
at North Plymouth and Penn avenues. Through World War 
II this area had the heaviest concentration of Jt:ws in 
Minneapolis.'~ 

In Duluth. where individual Jews had appeared as early as 
the 1870s. a range of organizations did not t:merge until the 
city itself became a viable business center after the opening 
of the Mesabi Iron Range m the 1890s. The earliest arrivals. 
fairly Americanized Jews from the eastern United States. 
established businesses and bought houses in the afflut:nt area 
east of Lake Avenue. Decades later the eastern European 
laborers settled in the city's West End. many of them renting 
low-cost housing between I :!th and :!4th avenues. Never 
numerous. Duluth Jews totaled at their height in the 1930s 
about 4.000 people (see Table :!6.:!L Although they exhibited 
the same demographic split - an older German and a newer 
eastern European component - the arrival of one within a 
decade of the other precluded the wide divisions that char­
acterized the St. Paul and. to a lesser extent. the Minneapo­
lis experience. By 1900 Duluth had four synagogues. Or­
ganized Jewish communities with religious. educational. 
philanthropic. and cultural institutions were also to be found 
in the range cities of Hibbing, Eveleth. Virginia. and Chis­
holm. Although populations on the Mesabi fluctuated with 
the rise and decline of the iron ore industry. Jews continued 
to live in these northern Minnesota cities in the 1980s. 33 

The neighborhoods reflected the economic circumstances 
of the residents. Eastern Europeans who continued to settle 
in the state in large numbers during the first 15 years of the 
20th century at first lacked the capital resources to follow the 

patterns.of the well-established earlier arrivals. Carpenters. 
tailors. shoe repairmen. and other craftsmen frequently set 
up workshops in their homes: butchers. bakers. and grocers 
opened small shops nearby. Butchers in particular were in 
demand because of the Kosher dietary laws almost univer­
sally followed by their neighbors. Some immigrants without 
craft skills acquired them to become "Columbus· Tailors" 
in the New World. _q 

Many Jews with some knowledge of trading practices 
learned in their eastern European villages attempted to eke 
out a livelihood peddling. Although neither Minneapolis nor 
St. Paul reproduced the pushcart Jungles of New York. many 
hawkers of fruits. vegetables. Jry goods. pms. needles. and 
other cheap commodities were to he found. Some who were 
able to purchase or hire a horse and buggy expanded their 
routes beyond the Jewish neighborhoods.\\ 

Peddling became widespread throughout the state. and 
many a hawker settled down as a retail merchant in one of 
the smaller market towns. Morris Kaplan of Bemidji. for ex­
ample. began his career that way. He opened a general store 
in Bemidji in 1908. built the Kaplan Glass Block in 1910. 
participated in the city's political and economic life. and 
became active in the state ·s Socialist party. running for Min­
nesota· s United States Senate seat in 1934. ·'"' 

Few if any Jewish Minnesotans were to be found in such 
major economic endeavors as iron mining or flour milling. 
but a handful became grain merchants. Others followed the 
paths of their New York and Boston counterparts. pioneer­
ing as proprietors and entrepreneurs in the manufacture of 
specialty apparel such as furs and other types of winter 
clothing. Banking in the state was closed to Jews. as was 
the lumber industry. Employment in garment and cigar fac­
tories did not become widespread until a core of Jewish em­
ployers was established in the early 1900s. thus allowing 
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After the outbreak of World War I in 1914. \Vhen Jews 
living in the battle zones between the Russian and German 
armies seemed to he in jeopardy. all factions of Minnesota 
Jewry again responded. Workers donated a day·s wages to 
relieve the starving Russian Jewish masses. the ldt-wing 
People's Relief Commmee raised funds among its Jewish 
adherents. and others participated in national campaigns 
directed by the American Jewish Committee and the Joint 
Distribution Committee. 

Relief efforts during and immediately after World War I 
and following the Russian Revolution gave Minnesota ·s east­
ern European Jews opportunities to assume leadership posi­
tions. When alleged "undemocratic" control of internauonal 
efforts by affluent Jews on the American Jewish Committee 
was challenged. and a more representative body known as 
the American Jewish Congress resulted. it was supported by 
large numbers of Minnesota Jews. The congress sought post­
war guarantees of Jewish rights in the newly created Euro­
pean states. In this effort. however. i l was to be ~ is­
appomted. 

The rise of Fascism ami Nazism in the 1930s. w11h their 
threats lo the very survival of European Jewry. drew mass 
protests from Minnesota Jews. When Hitler's government 
proclaimed the racist Nuremberg Laws in 1935. depriving 
German Jews of various rights and forbidding them to marry 
non-Jew,;;, a small number of the slate's fowish leaders 
advised quiet diplomacy. A majority. however. opted for 
mass demonstrations. a boycou of German goods. and agita­
tion for immigration of Jewish refugees from Germany to the 
United States."7 

Not until 1948 were Displaced Persons permitted to enter 
the coun • By 195:!. 269 families. consisting of about 800 
people. • ... ,1 in Minneapolis. 168 families (365 people) 
in St. r 4 ;., Duluth. and a smaller number were 
sent ~ . --te. Since that ume the Jewish 
pop f2 ;;-5. •ined relatively stable for 
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As a result. Zionism gained support in Minnesota. The rise 
of the Zionist movement. which emphasized creating a Jew­
ish homeland. uniting the Jewish people. and bringing about 
a Hebrew cultural renaissance. had attracted limited atten­
tion in the state during the decade preceding World War I. 
Embraced by numbers of eastern European Jews. Zionism 
was at first opposed by many Reform religious leaders. by 
Socialists. and by well-integrated German Jews. especially 
those in St. Paul. The leadership provided by Louis C. Bran­
deis. who served as a United States Supreme Court Justice 
from 1916 to 1939. reassured German Jews that Zionism was 

not the divisive expression of disloyalty to the United States 
that they had at tirst thought. 70 

After the British proclamation of the Balfour Declaration 
in 1917 supponing Zionist objectives and the establishment 
of the Palestine Mandate by the League of Nations in 19:!2. 
\1innesota Zionists worked tirelessly to assist in the building 
of a Jewish national presence in Palestine. Women organized 
Hadassah groups to provide support for the development of 
educauonal. medical. and philanthropic institutions. and the 
Jt:wish National Fund was created to raise money to pur­
chase land. In the 1930s Labor Zionists established a train­
ing farm north of Minneapolis in Champlin to prepare 
potential communal farmers for life on the kibbutz. but only 
a small number of Minnesota Jews emigrated to Palestine. 
Zionism remained a minority movement in Minnesota with 
fewer than 2.500 members in its various organizations in 
1920. It did not achieve majority status until after 1945. 

Although most Minnesotans continued to he supporters 
from afar. the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948 
hrought forth a spontaneous celebratory demonstration as 
well as a massive fund drive. Arab militarv attacks on Israel 
in 1948. 1967. and 1973 resulted in extraordinary tinancml. 
political. and emotional efforts hy Minnesota Jewish groups. 
.-\nd regularly the annual fund drives conducted by the Jew­
ish federations in the Twin Cities raised money to support 
institutions in Israel. Minnesota Jews bought bonds. contrib­
uted to the Jewish National Fund. to Hadassah Hospital. to 
Hebrew University. and to social service agencies working 
to integrate Jews from Europe :,ind from the Arab countries 
into the new state. Thus events accomplished a redefinition 
of Zionism. For most Minnesota Jews. it came to mean sup­
port for Israel's survival and identification with its aspira­
tions through institutional ties with the Jewish homeland. 

71 

In the fall of 1946 Minnesotans were disturbed to tind 
Minneapolis described by the noted journalist Carey Mc Wil­
liams as "the capital of anti-SemHism in the United States ... 
Jews were not surprised. for they had long lived with job 
discrimination. housing restriction. stereotyped views. hos­
tility. and other manifestations of anti-Jewish sentiment. 
Late in the 19th century anti-Semitism had found expression 
in Cueser·s Column. a novel by Minnesota Populist leader 
Ignatius Donnelly. which characterized Jewish middlemen 
as social enemies. Expressions of anti-Semitism in the 20th 
century were heard from the pulpits of such popular Min­
neapolis evangelists as William Bell Riley and Luke Rader. 
Social discrimination was manifested by the inability of Jews 
to gain membership in many local groups. Jewish country 
clubs. like Oak Ridge in Minneapolis and Hillcrest in St. 
Paul. had been started in the I 920s because existing clubs 
were closed to them. As late as 1948 Jews were excluded 
from membership in the Minneapolis Automobile Associa­
tion. the Minneapolis Athletic Club. the Kiwanis. Rotary. 
Lions. and similar organizations. 7~ 

They could not buy homes in certain sections of Min­
neapolis. and Jewish realtors were excluded from the local 
realty board. Jewish physicians had difficulty acquiring hos­
pital residencies. compelling the Minneapolis community to 



build Mount Sinai. a Jewish hospital which opened in 1948. 
Nationally teaching was becoming an upward-mobility route 
for educated second-generation Jews. but few were em­
ployed in Minneapolis. And Jews were conspicuous by their 
absence as employees of maJor Minneapolis retail. banking. 
and manufacturing establishments. Similar patterns of dis­
crimination were discernible to a lesser degree in other parts 
of the state. 

But it was the successful use of anti-Semitism as a political 
weapon during the 1930s that caused Minnesota Jews to 
organize countermeasures. Coinciding with the rise of Na­
zism. countless Fascist political groups acquired recruits in 
the state. Particularly successful were the Silver Shirts and 
Father Charles Coughlin ·s Social Justice movement. By call­
ing attention to the fact that some Jews were prominent 
supporters of Governors Floyd 8. Olson and Elmer A. Ben­
son of the Farmer-Labor party and that a number were em­
ployed hy state agencies and the governor·s office. these 
groups attempted to equate J cwishness with radicalism and 
Commumsm.··1 

Although such propaganda was not overwhelmingly suc­
cessful. some clements among Minnesota· s old economic 
and political elites employed the same tactics to discredit 
and defeat the Farmer-Labor administration. Anti-Semitic 
whispering campaigns. posters. and pamphlets were used by 
Ray P. Chase and one segment of the Republican party to 
defeat Elmer Benson ·s re-election efforts in the 1938 race for 
governor. The participation of Jewish trade unionists Sander 
D. Genis. Rubin Latz. and Michael L. Finkelstein in the 
industrial union organizing drives of the 1930s gave anti­
Semites further reasons to raise funds from leading Minneso­
ta banks and companies to end Farmer-Labor domination of 
the state ·s executive branch. Their efforts were successful. 
After Benson was defeated. Republicans occupied the Min­
nesota governorship until 1955. 

In response the Minnesota Jewish Council came into being 
as an investigative. lobbying. and educational agency. Under 
the energetic leadership of Samuel L. Scheiner. its executive 
director during 1939-44. 194~51. and 1953-74. the council 
worked openly and secretly to combat anti-Semitism. Little 
progress was achieved. however. until after national atten­
tion had spotlighted the Minneapolis situation. Coming so 
soon after the nation was repelled by the revelations of Jew­
ish genocide in Europe. the l ~46 pronouncement forced 
Minneapolitans to recognize that only a narrow line sepa­
rated racial prejudice from genocide. 7" 

Elected in 1945. Mayor Hubert H. Humphrey headed a 
new city administration which undertook to eliminate this 
blot on Minneapolis' reputation. Humphrey appointed a 
blue-ribbon Mayor"s Council on Human Relations. which 
surveyed the local situation and. in the course of the years 
from 1946 to 1949. proposed ordinances to assure civil rights 
and discourage housing and job discrimination. On the state 
level Republican Governors Edward J. Thye and Luther W. 
Youngdahl sponsored measures to outlaw discrimination 
and participated in educational efforts to eliminate anti­
semitism. Prominent ministers joined rabbis and community 
leaders to prevent rabid anti-Semites like Gerald L. K. 
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Smith. leader of the America First party. from using city­
owned halls to preach his message of hate. Public education­
al endeavors were intensified by the Catholic archdiocese. 
the American Lutheran church. and other Christian bodies. 
Pulpit exchanges between rabbis and priests were instituted. 
Candidates for public office were closely questioned about 
their altitudes toward civil rights. The onslaught of these 
activities. coupled with the economic boom that followed 
World War II. abated many overt manifestations of anti­
Semitism and discrimination. 

Nevertheless Jews remained vigilant. The Minnesota Jew­
ish Council. which evolved into the Minnesota Jewish Com­
mumty Relations Council and then merged with the Anti­
Defamation League of B'nai Brith in 1975. continued to func­
tion as an educational and lobbying body on human rights 
and human relations. One legacy of the earlier troubles was a 
continuing commitment to civil rights and the fostering of a 
society of opportunity for all free from discrimination. As 
early supporters of the U tban League and the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People. kw1sh 
leaders regarded civil rights for all as a guarantee of human 
rights for Jews.-~ 

These attitudes help to explain the consistently liberal vot­
ing record of Minnesota Jews since the 1930s. Before that 
time their allegiance had been almost evenly divided be­
twee~ Republican and oppostl1on candidates. but after the 
advent of the New Deal. they voted overwhelmingly for 
Farmer-Labor and Democratic candidates. In the 1970s. 
however. as some successful Jews began voting their eco­
nomic and social self-interest. the balance again shifted to­
ward a more even Democratic Farmer-Labor and Independ­
ent Republican split. 70 

As they became more secure after the 1950s. Jews also ran 
for public office with greater frequencv instead of occupying 
less visible staff and suppon ros1t1ons as they had in the 
past. Their success at the poll,. not only in leg1slat1ve and 
local offices but also in the ,tate-w1dc arena. was one meas­
ure of declining preJud1cc. Arthur E. Naflalin served as 
mayor of Minneapolis from I% I to 1969: Lawrence D. 
Cohen filled that post in St. Paul from 1972 to 1976: and 
Rudolph E. Boschwitz became a United States senator from 
Minnesota in 1978. 77 

Jewish Communities in the Postwar Era 

By the 1950s the early social and ethnic divisions between 
German and eastern European Jews in Minnesota had 
weakened. Communal integration had at last been achieved 
in part because the eastern Europeans and their descendants 
had attained geographic and occupational mobility. and in 
pan because of their numerical predominance in the Twin 
Cities. The bastions of German-Jewish exclusiveness slowly 
gave way. until by the 1950s even in such old. elite institu­
tions as Mount Zion Temple distinctions between the two 
groups could no longer be discerned. 78 

The change had come gradually. Until the end of World 
War 11. poverty among eastern European Jews was endemic. 
Most petty traders remained at that level for their entire 
lives. living a hand-to-mouth existence. Fewer than I in 10 




