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Begin Tape Counter 3186 
Representative Michael Paymar: 

I'm a little surprised at the Majority Leader for bringing this change of rules to this body 
today. This is a short legislative session. We have pressing items that we should be debating. 
And now this is the second time that members of your caucus have brought this to the body to 
consume more time, more energy, talking about what kind of prayer we should have to start each 
session. Rep. Leppik, I thought gave a really a beautiful speech last time this was brought up, 
explaining the reason and the purpose for the language that we currently have in rules, that 
allows for non•denominational prayer that respects the religious diversity of the House. And 
how anyone could support the notion of deleting, striking that language out of the rules that 
respects the religious diversity of the House is beyond me. So not only am I concerned about the 
time that this is going to take away from the busy work when we should have been doing 
Minnesota's work. but I'm concerned about the intent behind it. Because it was only last year .. 
Mr. Speaker. I can't hear ... It was only last year. Mr. Speaker and Members that I remember 
Rep. Lindner getting up before the House and saying to this body that the Christian religion is 
the majority in this House. that the Christian religion is the majority of this House so why can't 
we have the kind of prayers we want in this body? Now is that your intent? I know that that is 
not in your heart to be disrespectful of those members who aren't Christians, Rep. Lindner and 
others who are going to support this rule change, but it is disrespectful. It is highly disrespectful. 
You are imposing your own religious beliefs on the rest of this body and the minority members 
here. Minority religious members here. in my view. I know that's not in your hearts and I know 
what your intent is, but I have expressed to you before how this makes certain members feel who 
are not Christians. Now I know that some of you have Christian prayers throughout the week. I 
get them on my e-mail. You invite people to your fellowships. Fine. do it. Do it whenever you 
want. Do it before Session starts if you feel like you want to have prayer before the House starts 
its deliberations. But I would like to be part of that moment where a religious leader gets up 
before us and has a prayer. But I would like that to be non-denominational and I would like it to 
be respectful of who I am. And I think this is disrespectful. I would hope the body would reject 
the Majority Leader's position, we vote down this rule change. 

Tape Counter 3372 
Representative Arlon Lindner: 

Rep. Paymar, I don't know for sure what you're talking about. If you're talking about 
wasting time, did you sit there and listen to Rep. Kahn waste all that time just a few minutes ago? 
I think prayer is very important. You know we're told there's one God and one mediator 
between God and man. The man Christ Jesus. And most of us here are Christians. And we 
shouldn't be left, not able to pray in the name of our God when we have an opportunity to pray. 
That's disrespectful of the Majority's rights. Now if you don't want to be here for prayer, as the 
Speaker has said before, this isn't mandatory,. the prayer happens before session begins. And I 
don't know why you're looking at me all this time, you know while you're talking. I'm very 
happy this is coming back up and I think all we're doing is putting the order of the day, the order 



for prayer and the way we do prayer back like it was for hundreds of years before this session. 
And if you don't like it, you may have to like it. Or just don't come. I don't come sometimes 
for some prayers here. There's some groups that pray in here that I stay out of the room. We 
have that privilege. And you need to exercise it. But don't impose your irreligious left views on 
me. 

Tape Counter 3454 
Representative Barb Haake: 

Members, I don't know about the rest of you, but I really don't care what God everybody 
prays to. They're all praying to one God. And as far as I'm concerned, I need all the help I can 
get. I really appreciate the prayers from everybody's God. Thank you. 

Tape Counter 3473 
Representative Betty McCollwn: 

Thank you Mr. Speaker and Members. I'm going to vote against it for a couple of 
reasons. The paramount one is that the two times this has been discussed on the floor, it was 
within the way the Rules of the House are adopted. And its more than a simple majority. And l 
voted against this amendment in the Rule Committee. What we've done here is we've said, 'OK, 
there's a majority who would like the prayer to be conducted in a certain way. And we can't win 
when it's a simple majority. So we'll amend the rules going through the rules committee, where 
simple majority can win.' And the reason why we have a higher standard for adopting the rules 
as we do in the first weeks of session, is so that the minority is heard. And we lost that in the 
way that the rules are adopted. And that's why I voted against it in the rules committee. I'm 
very concerned about the tenor of discussion. I'm a Christian, I'm a Catholic. And I'm not here 
trying to out-Christian anybody else. And when I want to pray a Catholic Creed, I do it at 
church. And I enjoy the fellowship of the many denominations in this hall. And I enjoy the 
fellowship of praying together when everybody feels included. And the comments just don't 
come. Well, you know, if you just don't come for the prayer, you just don't get to say the Pledge 
of Allegiance either. Because the doors are closed for that. So Members, I would encourage you 
not to vote for this amendment. And Rep. Paymar, one of my favorite religious songs is, "They 
know we are Christians by our Love". 

Tape Counter 3570 
Representative Matt Entenza: 

Mr. Speaker I think the issue today is whether or not we're going to show the respect that 
the present rule has. And Rep. Lindner, I hope that perhaps you want to rethink the last remark 
that you made. We have members in this body who come from different religious traditions. 
And to suggest that someone who comes from the Jewish tradition, a tradition that we should all 
certainly honor, that somehow is an irreligious one, suggests to me that it is very important to 
vote against this motion from the rules committee. 

Tape Counter 3580 
Representative Wes Skoglund: 

Mr. Speaker will Rep. Lindner yield to a question? Did I hear you say, 'Don't impose 
your irreligious views on me?' Is that your quote to Rep. Paymar? Mr. Speaker, apparently I'm 
not speaking loudly enough. Rep. Lindner, did you say 'Don't impose your irreligious views on 
me?' to Rep. Paymar? 



Tape Counter 3587 
Representative Arion Li~dner: 

It was something like that. 

Tape Counter 3580 
Representative Wes Skoglund: 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I'm embarrassed, quite frankly for what Rep. Lindner said. And as a 
Christian, who does Bible devotions almost every night with his family, I apologize to you, 
because most of us don't feel that way, Rep. Paymar. I apologize, I'm embarrassed on behalf of 
we Christians. 
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Transcript Of Floor Session Debate On A Rules Committee Report 
Wednesday, February 23, 2000 

Speaker Sviggum: Report from the Committee on Rules and Legislative Administration. 

Clerk Burdick: Report from the Committee on Rules and Legislative Administration. Pawlenty for the Committee on Rules and 
Legislative Administration, offers the following report and moves its adoption. "Resolve that Rule 1.01 of the Permanent Rules of 
the House of Representatives for the Eighty-First Session shall read as follows." 

Speaker Sviggum: There is a copy of this on each Member's desk. I call on the Chairman of the Rules Committee, Majority Leader, 
Representative Pawlenty. 

Majority Leader Pawlenty: Mr. Speaker. Just for clarification purposes, there are two reports, separate reports from the Rules 
Committee. I presume we are on the report coded S-15-CR. Is that correct? 

Speaker Sviggum: That is correct. S-15-CR. 

Majority Leader Pawlenty: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Members, today we will be considering two separate reports from the Rules 
Committee. The first is coded S-15-CR. The second will come up after this discussion. 

This report, Members, deals with the provision in House Rules relating to the prayer that we present to Members prior to the start 
of session. By way of background, Members, the language that is at issue here, was changed last year during the 1999 session. I 
think you are familiar with that. We have had some debates through some motions by Representative Reuter earlier this session and 
last year about these issues. 

But from 1919 to 1999, there was essentially no change in the House Rules regarding prayer. Again, from 1919 to 1999, no change, 
except in 1973, there was a brief addition of the phrase, "or meditation," was added to the House Rules. 

Last year, as you know, we had a situation where a choir came to the House floor and presented a song that was of concern to many 
Members, several Members, as perhaps going too far, or maybe using language that was offensive or inappropriate. 

In response to that, shortly after that, we had an initiative on the House floor that started with Representative McCollum's 
amendment, I think was attempted to be enhanced by an amendment by Representative Leppik. It was all done on the House floor, 
somewhat, I don't want to say "on the fly," but on somewhat short notice. 

And that has resulted in some prayer language that was intended, I think, to celebrate and be respectful and tolerant of diversity, but 
I believe may have had the opposite effect, or at least on paper, may have had the opposite effect. 

As it has been interpreted, the new rule that was adopted in 1999 would require a non-denominational prayer, as well as a prayer that 
would respect the religious diversity of the House. And, taken literally, that language would require a generic or homogenous prayer 
that was not particular to one faith. In fact, the letter that goes out from the Chaplain speaks of directions to the Visiting Chaplains 
to make the prayer inter-faith, ecumenical, not to be exclusionary of any faith, and not to be focused on a denomination's 
distinctiveness. 

Members, I think that if we want to be respectful of diversity, and celebrate diversity, we should allow different perspectives and 
then tolerate that. And I have spoken to the Speaker about this, Members, about how, ifwe adopt this Rules Committee Report, this 
would be implemented. 

And the goal here would be to, rather than have any one particular prayer try to reflect the entire religious diversity of the House, 
that we would strive over the course of the Session to invite Chaplains and Visiting Chaplains in that would reflect religious diversity 
in the House. And, I think, as we established last year through some procedural debates, when the prayer takes place, we are not 
formally yet in session, and Members can choose to attend or not attend as they see fit, as an additional consideration. 

But our goal here, Members, is to not have prayer that is so watered down or so generic that it becomes pointless and a counter to 
diversity and celebrating diversity, but in fact allow diversity to take place, recognizing that all of us need to be tolerant of it, but 
do so within the context of an entire session, and allow each individual prayer to perhaps speak to a particular faith or religious 
perspective. 

So with that background, Members, we offer this Report from the Rules Committee. And we hope that you will support it. 
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Speaker Sviggum: Is there any discussion? Rules Committee Report. Is there any discussion? The Member from Mower, 
Representative Leighton. 

Representative Leighton: Mr. Speaker, I request a roll call vote. 

Speaker Sviggum: Roll call being requested. Are there fifteen hands? Seeing fifteen hands, there will be a roll call. Representative 
Leighton. 

Representative Leighton: Mr. Speaker, I also request a Call of the House. 

Speaker Sviggum: Call of the House. Are there ten hands requesting a Call of the House? Seeing the ten hands, there will be a Call 
of the House. The clerk will take the roll. Representative Pawlenty? 

Majority Leader Pawlenty: Mr. Speaker, I move that further proceedings under the Call be suspended, and that the Sergeant-At­
Arms be instructed to bring in the absent Members. 

Speaker Sviggum: Representative Pawlenty moves that further proceedings under the Roll Call be dispensed with and that the 
Sergeant-At-Arms be instructed to bring in the absentee members. Those in favor, say "Aye." Opposed, "Nay." The motion 
prevails. The Clerk will close the Roll, and the Sergeant-At-Arms will bring in the absent members. To the Report of the Rules 
Committee that is before us. Is there any discussion? S-15-CR. The member from Ramsey, Representative Paymar. 

Representative Paymar: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. You know, I am a little surprised at the Majority Leader bringing this change 
of rules to this body today. This is a short legislative session. We have pressing items that we should be debating. 

And now this is the second time that Members of your Caucus have brought this to the body, to consume more time, more energy, 
talking about whether, what kind of prayer we should have to start each session. 

Representative Leppik, I thought, gave a, really, a beautiful speech last, last time this was brought up, explaining the reason and the 
purpose for the language that we currently have in Rules. 

That allows for a non-denominational prayer that respects the religious diversity of the House. And how anyone could support the 
notion of deleting, striking the language out of the Rules that respects the religious diversity of the House is beyond me. 

So not only am I concerned about the time that this is going to take away from the busy work that we should have, doing Minnesota's 
work, but I am concerned about the intent behind it. Because it was only last year - - - Mr. Speaker? 

Speaker Sviggum: Representative Paymar? 

Representative Paymar: I can't hear. 

Speaker Sviggum: Okay. Representative Paymar, it seems fairly quiet in here right now, at this time, but, Members? Members, 
please give the proper respect to the speaker, Representative Paymar. Representative Paymar? 

Representative Paymar: It was only last year, Mr. Speaker and Members, that I remember Representative Lindner getting up before 
the House, and saying to this body that the Christian religion is the majority in this House, that the Christian religion is the majority 
of this House, so why can't we have the kind of prayers that we want in this body. Now, is that your intent? 

I know that that's not in your heart, to be disrespectful of those Members who aren't Christians, Representative Lindner, and those 
others who are going to support this rule change. But it is disrespectful. It is highly disrespectful. 

You are imposing your own religious beliefs on the rest of this body, which is, and the minority Members here, minority religious 
Members here, in my view. I know that is not in your heart, and I know what your intent is. But I have expressed to you before how 
this makes certain Members feel, who are not Christians. 

Now, I know that some of you have Christian prayers throughout the week. I get them on my e-mail. You invite people to your 
fellowships. Fine. Do it. Do it whenever you want. Do it before session starts, if you feel like you want to have prayer before the 
House starts its deliberations. But I would like to be part of that, of that moment, where a religious leader gets up before us and has 
a prayer. But I would like that to be non-denominational, and I would like it to be respectful of who I am. And I think this is 
disrespectful. I would hope the body would reject the Majority Leader's position, we vote down this rule change. 
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Speaker Sviggum: Is there any further discussion? The Member from Hennepin, Representative Lindner. 

Chairman Lindner: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Representative Paymar, I don't know for sure what you are talking about. If you 
are talking about wasting time, did you just sit there and listen to Representative Kahn waste all that time just a few minutes ago? 

I think prayer is very important. You know, we are told there is one God, and one mediator between God and man. The man, Christ 
Jesus. And most of us here are Christians. And we shouldn't be left not able to pray in the name of our God, when we have an 
opportunity to pray. That's disrespectful of the majority's rights. 

Now, if you don't want to be here for prayer, as the Speaker has said before, this is not mandatory. The prayer happens before 
session begins. And I don't know why you are looking at me all this time, you know, while you are talking. 

I am very happy this is coming back up, and I think all we are doing is putting the order of the day, the order for prayer, and the way 
we do prayer, back like it was for hundreds of years before this session. And if you don't like it, you may have to like it. Or just 
don't come. I don't come sometimes for some prayers here. There are some groups that pray in here that I stay out of the room. 
We have that privilege, and you need to exercise it. But don't impose your irreligious left views on me. 

Speaker Sviggum: The Member from Ramsey, Representative Haake. 

Representative Haake: Thank you. Members, I don't know about the rest of you, but I really don't care what God everybody prays 
to. They are all praying to one God. And as far as I am concerned, I need all the help I can get. And I really appreciate the prayers 
from everybody's God. Thank you. 

Speaker Sviggum: The Member from Ramsey, Representative McCollum. 

Representative McCollum: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and Members. I am going to vote against this amendment and I am going to 
vote against it for a couple ofreasons. The paramount one is, the two times this has been discussed on the floor was within the way 
that the Rules of the House are adopted. And that is more than a simple majority. And I voted against this amendment in the Rules 
Committee. 

What we have done here is we've said, okay, there is a majority who would like the prayer to be conducted in a certain way. And 
we can't win when it is a simple majority, so we'll amend the rules going through the Rules Committee, where a simple majority 
can win. The reason why, that we have a higher standard for adopting the rules as we do in the first weeks of session, is so that the 
minority is heard. And we lost that, with the way that the rules were adopted. And that is why I voted against it in the Rules 
Committee. 

I am very concerned about the tenor of discussion. I am a Christian. I am a Catholic. And I am not here trying to out-Christian 
anybody else. And when I want to pray a Catholic creed, I do it at church. And I enjoy the fellowship of the many denominations 
in this hall. And I enjoy the fellowship of praying together, when everybody feels included. 

And the comment is, "just don't come." Well, you know, if you just don't come from [sic] the prayer, you just don't get to say the 
Pledge of Allegiance either. Because the doors are closed for that. So, Members, I would encourage you not to vote for this 
amendment. And, Representative Paymar? One of my favorite religious songs is, "They Will Know We Are Christians By Our 
Love." 

Speaker Sviggum: The Member from Ramsey, Representative Entenza. 

Representative Entenza: Mr. Speaker, I think the issue today is whether or not we are going to show the respect that the present 
rule has. And Representative Lindner, I hope that perhaps you want to re-think the last remark that you made? We have Members 
in this body who come from different religious traditions. And to suggest that someone who comes from the Jewish tradition, a 
tradition which we should all certainly honor, that somehow that is an irreligious one, suggests to me that it is very important to vote 
against this motion from the Rules Committee. 

Speaker Sviggum: The Member from Hennepin, Representative Skoglund. 

Representative Skoglund: Mr. Speaker, will Representative Lindner yield to a question? 

Speaker Sviggum: Representative Lindner does yield. Representative Skoglund. 
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Representative Skoglund: Mr. Speaker. Did I hear you say, "Don't impose your irreligious views on me?" Was that your quote 
to Representative Paymar? Mr. Speaker, apparently I am not speaking loudly enough. Representative Lindner, did you say, "Don't 
impose your irreligious views on me," to Representative Paymar? 

Speaker Sviggum: Representative Lindner. 

Chairman Lindner: It was something like that. 

Speaker Sviggum: Representative Skoglund. 

Representative Skoglund: Well, Mr. Speaker, I am embarrassed quite frankly for what Representative Lindner said. And as a 
Christian, as a Christian who does Bible devotion almost every night with his family, I apologize to you, because most of us don't 
feel that way, Representative Paymar. I apologize. I am embarrassed, on behalf ofwe Christians. 

Speaker Sviggum: The Member from Olmsted, Representative Bishop. 

Chairman Bishop: Mr. Speaker and Members. It has been accurately said that this issue is not new. That we have voted on it a 
number of times. And I believe, if my recollection is correct, that I voted on it both ways, or three or four ways, if there have been 
three or four times. And I think that I voted each time, in line with my best judgment of what things meant. But Mr. Speaker and 
Members, I have this feeling about the order of things in the House that I have observed over, now 18 years. And I don't see anyone 
objecting to the word "prayer." Nor have I heard anyone in the past object to the word "prayer," or by the Chaplain, or by someone 
standing in for the Chaplain, on a daily, temporary basis as a Chaplain pro tern, or for the words "time for a brief meditation." Mr. 
Speaker and Members, I have a problem with "non-denominational." It is a negative word. I don't know· how to make, and I don't 
see a good reason, for asking a Catholic priest to be our Chaplain. And Monsignor [Haberger?] for years, was the House Chaplain. 
While I am not of the Catholic faith and persuasion, members of my family are. I have a deep respect for that segment of the 
Christian religion. Monsignor [Haberger?] was an outstanding Chaplain. I can't remember a single invocation or prayer that he gave 
that I didn't find helpful. In fact, a number of them, I asked him for copies so that I could read them over. But I wouldn't expect 
me to ask Monsignor [Haberger?] to give a prayer that was a non-Catholic prayer, because ofa "non-denominational" word in front 
of it. I wouldn't expect a rabbi to give a Catholic prayer. Nor a minister from a Baptist church to give a prayer that was "non­
denominational" or from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. We honor ourselves by honoring all of our Chaplains who 
offer us the prayer or meditations. So I support the action of the Rules Committee, on the word "non-denominational·." I think it 
conveys a confusing message, and "prayer by the Chaplain" is sufficient. I think, "respects the religious diversity of the House," 
has not been an issue. But putting it in the wording, I think, makes it an issue. And I think that we should get back to the words that 
have worked over the years, and expect the Speaker and the Chaplain to line up persons to give us invocations that are uplifting at 
the beginning, without giving us invocations that are contrary to anyone's faith. I don't think we have to get into the question of 
religions. I hope we don't. I know that Representative Lindner knows that we wouldn't have the Christian faith if it hadn't been 
for Judaism before it. That the standards of Judaism were well known to the founder of the Christian, founders of the Christian 
church and faith. And we get strength from both. I think we shouldn't be struggling with one over the other. And I think we should 
expect this particular change in the rules to be a strengthening, rather than a weakening, of our practice. Thank you. 

Speaker Sviggum: The Member from Crow Wing, Representative Hasskamp. 

Representative Hasskamp: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and Members. I was not going to speak on this, but after Representative 
Lindner's comments, I have to. Because when he said what he did, my heart stopped. And I want the Members, because this is the 
most personal vote we are going to cast, this is the vote on what we want in this body before the session begins. It is not a political 
issue. It is a personal issue. And I want my colleagues, Representative Paymar and others of other faiths, to know why I am voting 
for this rule. And I am voting for the rule because I want to be exposed to other religious beliefs and prayers. Because in my 12 
years, we have had other types of religious prayers here. And all my life, I have been exposed to other religions, and it has been good 
for me, and healthy for me. And Representative Paymar, that is why I don't want it to be sort of watered down to be, you know, non­
whatever. I want to be able to be exposed to everything. So I want you to know why I believe we need to go back to giving some 
suggestions to the Speaker to make sure that our Chaplains are respectful and don't offend us by prayers that are allowed on this 
floor. But how we need to maybe make comments that we need to know what kinds of prayers are balanced and have more rabbis 
in here, and other religions in here. Because that is what is going to make us stronger, Members. And so, lets not get into us, you 
know, kind of, condemning other religious beliefs, but being toierant of other religious beliefs. And that's why I am voting for this 
rule because I am not afraid of other religious beliefs or prayers. And by the way, Representative Lindner, every single morning, 
when I do my Liturgy of the Hours, the whole prayer is the Psalms. And the Old Testament is so precious to our faith. So I am really 
kind of, very kind of, offended myself to have those comments made about our, about the Jewish faith. Members, I wanted you to 
know why I am voting for this motion, this rule, because I like diversity of this prayer. 
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Speaker Sviggum: Any further discussion? The Member from Hennepin, Representative Van Dellen. 

Representative Van Dellen: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. l too am pleased that this rule change is going to come up today. I have not 
spoken on this issue in the past, either last session when we changed the rule, or last time l believe when Rep. Reuter brought the 
issue up early in this session. But I do want to talk about it today, because l believe the outcome might be different. 

First of all, a bit of a history lesson is in order for anyone who might be watching on television at home, or who might read about 
this in the newspaper tomorrow. Last year, when we changed this, at least it was my perception, that when we made the change that 
has been controversial and is being reversed today, it was my perception that the change, which was a change to a rule which, as 
Representative Lindner observed, is very old, over a hundred years old, regarding the order of the day and the prayer, and it was my 
perception the day we changed the rule early in the 1999 regular session, that the amendment came with little warning for at least 
many Members of the body, and that there was a considerable amount of confusion over what the new words meant, "non­
denominational" and the other clause that was inserted into the rule, and that the voting occurred perhaps without full consideration 
or reflection of what those words necessarily meant. Of course, that reflection occurred after the change was made. And I think the 
majority decided, upon further reflection, and by that I mean the majority of the Members, not the majority Caucus, but the majority 
of the Members of the House, both Republican and Democrat, that the wording change was not what they wished, not what they 
desired, not that it did not have, necessarily, the intent that they desired, and - - but by that point it became too late for the majority 
to act to amend the rule back, and so today, because of the procedural posture in which this comes to us, we have that opportunity 
to let the majority decide, and I think it is important for the public of Minnesota to know that the majority will will prevail here today, 
the majority of the House both Republican and Democrat, it is not a partisan issue, but that it is important that the majority will 
prevails on this issue as others in this representative democracy. That is the first point. 

Secondly, I think it is also important, and it was perhaps only knowable upon reflection and experience following the change made 
in the session last year how the public would perceive the message sent by the body in making the change to the rule. And I can tell 
you that, as a church-going Christian member of this body, I went, when l went to church in the Sundays following the rule change 
last session, the clear perception among members not only of my church but my friends and neighbors and associates and 
acquaintances was that the purpose of the rule was to strike the name of Jesus Christ from any prayers that were conducted in the 
House. Now, I am not saying that is what the rule says, and I am not saying that that is what you all meant by changing the rule, or 
that any of you meant that, but that is what the public heard and read when they heard about this change. And it is important to 
consider what the public perceives to be our direction as their elected representatives. And we have to always keep in mind that, they 
are not here every day, they are home taking care of their children and working their jobs and raising their families, and we have to 
consider how they hear it, and how they read it, and they read it as being an offense to the name of Jesus Christ, and we have to do 
something to correct that, and l think that the rule that the Majority Leader has proposed, the change, will correct that 
misapprehension by the public. 

Thirdly, and finally, Mr. Speaker, l think that we have again in the context of debating this rule become a bit ego-centric here in the 
House, thinking that the important issue is the diversity of this House, and that's not it. We're Representatives. We're agents for 
the people of the state, and the important issue is to respect the diversity of the citizens of the state of Minnesota. And I think, in 
my personal opinion, Mr. Speaker, that we do that not by homogenizing prayer, that we do that by celebrating that diversity by 
having a wide diversity of prayers at the podium to open our sessions every day, and I can tell you personally that it has helped me 
grow as a, not only as a person, not only spiritually, but also as a state, as opposed to a district or a parochial representative, as a State 
Representative, to hear a wide diversity of prayers that might not celebrate the same religion that I am from, but that provoke my 
thought and make me grow as a Representative, and I am glad that the Majority Leader has offered this rule change so that we can 
celebrate that diversity again. Thank you. 

Speaker Sviggum: The Member from Hennepin, Representative Leppik. 

Chair Leppik: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I would like to divide the proposed rule change between lines 13 and 14, and 
take the second part first. 

Speaker Sviggum: Representative Leppik, I believe that that is divisible. Members of the body, Representative Leppik moves to 
divide the rule before us, the proposed rule, between lines 13 and 14 and asks that the second half, lines 14 and 15, be voted on first. 
There is stricken language in lines 14 and 15. Is that correct, Representative Leppik? 

Chair Leppik: That is correct. 

Speaker Sviggum: Okay, I believe that is divisible. We will do that. Representative Leppik, there will be a roll call vote on each 
half of the divided amendment. Is there any discussion to the second part of the amendment, lines 14 and 15, of the Rules Committee 
report? Representative Leppik? 
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Chair Leppik: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Members, when I was first elected IO years ago, I had no intention of coming here to 
engage in a battle over religion. It was the last thing that I would want or expect to do. But I find myself very uncomfortably in the 
middle of this, because I simply cannot remain silent. 

I am uncomfortable with it because this is the wrong place for such an argument to take place. This Capitol is the center of our 
Government, where we make laws that affect all the people of this state. We do pray here, before we take attendance for session, 
to ask for guidance, to reflect, to celebrate, to comfort. 

We invite religious leaders and lay people to lead us in prayer. And we expect them to understand that we are a religiously-mixed 
group. Some are Christian. Most are Christian here. Some are Jewish. And some have other religious beliefs. We all bring our 
beliefs and our values here. They are part of who we are. But we don't have to impose our beliefs and particular sectarian 
expressions as a matter of course on others who do not share them. 

We are each free to add whatever we would like, quietly, at the end of a prayer to adapt it to our own religious traditions, and to make 
it more personal. Some people say that respect and diversity come in the totality of the prayers that are heard over a period of time. 
And perhaps that is true. It would be true if we did regularly have other religions represented. But, in fact, we don't. Over ten years, 
I think I can count on one hand the number of times I have heard a rabbi lead us in prayer. I recall once hearing a Native American 
religious leader. Better that we show religious tolerance and respect on a daily basis, so that all who wish to participate can do so 
fully and in good conscience. I have heard people say, "if the prayer does not suit you,just don't come." Well, doesn't that defeat 
the purpose of bringing us all together, even if just for a moment, in prayer? Besides which, we all know we take pot-luck when we 
walk in the Chamber. We don't know what is going to be said in that prayer. It is a sad day when we, as the leaders of the people 
of this state, say we cannot tolerate a rule that asks that prayers respect the religious diversity of the House. 

Speaker Sviggum: Is there any further discussion on the second part of the Rules Committee report before us? There is a roll call 
that has been requested. The Member from Dakota, Representative Wilkin. 

Representative Wilkin: Point of parliamentary inquiry? 

Speaker Sviggum: State your point of parliamentary inquiry. 

Representative Wilkin: Could you tell Members what a "green" vote means on this? 

Speaker Sviggum: Representative Wilkin, we are on the second part of the Rules Committee report, lines 14 and 15. A "green" 
vote would support lines 14 and 15, meaning those lines, the words "that respects the religious diversity of the House," would be 
stricken from the current rule. 

Representative Wilkin: So if Members would like to adopt the Rules Committee report, they need to vote "green" on each of the 
next two votes? 

Speaker Sviggum: That is correct, Representative Wilkin. The Member from Mower, Representative Leighton. 

Representative Leighton: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I certainly encourage a "no" vote on this portion of the amendment. And, you 
know, would the Republican majority please let us know how many times we are going to need to debate our pre-session prayers? 
I mean, apparently this has become a top priority of the. majority Caucus. This is the second time that we have dealt with this issue 
in this short session already. Last year, we spent hours debating pre-session prayers. 

Chairman Bishop: Mr. Speaker. 

Speaker Sviggum: For what purpose does the gentleman arise? 

Chairman Bishop: Mr. Speaker, would you ask the gentleman to address the issue, not pull out politics? I am offended by his 
remarks that I have been in some way coopted by some Caucus or majority. I have spoken my position on it, Mr. Leighton, and I 
do not appreciate being considered. I am very much in favor of considering it, and if we have to do it for IO hours, let us do it, or 
IO days. But please do not coopt me, and call this a majority Republican issue. It is not. 

Representative Leighton: Mr. Speaker, did Representative Bishop cite a rule? 

Speaker Sviggum: No, Representative Leighton, he did not. Let us stick to the issue before us. The issue before us is, lines 14 and 
15 of the Rules Committee report. Representative Leighton. 
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Representative Leighton: Mr. Speaker, I am going to try to focus my comments on this. This is an important issue. I agree with 
what Representative Leppik has said. I think she has shown some sensitivity on this issue. I can't say that about the majority of 
people on that side of the aisle. We have been through this exercise numerous times. The public expects some partisanship in this 
Chamber. We certainly should aggressively debate issues like education, issues like transportation, issues like taxes. We are now 
spending the second debate on pre-session prayers, and I think the public would be outraged. We need to focus on the important 
issues of this day. The point of the current language is to show some sensitivity to all Members in this body. 

Representative Lindner, who is the Chairman of a Committee, and who is a leader in the Republican Caucus, said a few moments 
ago to Members of this body who are non-Christians that they should simply not be present on the Floor of the House of 
Representatives before the session starts if that is too much of a problem. You know, I think that that comment reflects the lack of 
sensitivity that the current language is meant to address. I believe that we should keep the current language. I think we need to show 
some respect for the diversity within the membership of this body. And I would hope that everyone would vote "no" on this portion 
of the amendment. 

Speaker Sviggum: Is there any more discussion to the second part of the Rules Committee report? The Member from Dakota, 
Representative Pawlenty. 

Majority Leader Pawlenty: Mr. Speaker and Members. Questions of politics and questions of religion generate strong feelings, 
and that is evident here today. Especially if the two get linked together, Representative Leighton, and I don't think this is about 
politics. And if you want a cite for Representative Bishop's point of order, it is Mason's Section 124 regarding motives of members. 
But beyond that, Mr. Speaker, we have a situation here, where our country obviously was founded on principles where individuals, 
in part, were fleeing religious tyranny. We have got Constitutional provisions that prohibit an establishment ofreligion. They allow, 
of course, the freedom of association of groups, including religious groups, and other provisions that are founded on the founding 
principles of this country, avoiding religious tyranny, avoiding the establishment of government-sanctioned, government-mandated 
religion. 

Representative Paymar, you used the reference "impose religious views on you" in your remarks. And has been pointed out several 
times, the prayer that is offered here is when we are not in session. You can choose to not come, and come after the prayer, or wait 
out wherever you like, if you want. If you want to come, we can also make accommodations for the pastor to make a posting of what 
type of pastor is going to be here on a given day, so you know ahead of time what the nature of the prayer is. 

But the larger point is this. I believe most members in this body want to embrace and respect diversity. They want to tolerate 
differences, whether they be religious differences or others. You want that, Representative Paymar. You want to tolerate religious 
differences. The frustration arises out of, I think, some confusing language from this prayer. Representative Bishop and others have 
said we have struggled to define what "non-denominational" is, and "respecting religious diversity," in the context of prayer. Let 
me give you an example. In the Christian faith, you can only pray to one God. You can only pray one way. And so it is not a prayer 
for the Christian Members of the Legislature to have a prayer from, say, a Member who worships Buddha. So that would, by 
definition, not respect our religious viewpoints. Similarly, if we have a Christian prayer that is in Jesus' name, that would be 
offensive to Members of the body who are Jewish, or of concern to you. And so we have a prayer rule that allows prayer, but it has 
to be a generic prayer which by definition by many faiths cannot be prayer. I mean you cannot have a, technically, Christian prayer, 
for example - - not to focus on that - - that is genericized. You cannot have a prayer by a Buddhist leader that respects the religious 
diversity of certain Members of the House. So we have a difficult situation. What we are suggesting as an alternative is to allow 
people of different faiths to come before the body, as we have traditionally. In the last session, for example, we had Lutheran and 
Catholic, and non-denominational, Alliance, with community churches, Jewish rabbis, Baptists and others come before the body. 
I have, again, spoken to the Speaker about this, to make a conscious effort to have pastors come that reflects religious diversity of 
the House. But it is difficult, ifnot impossible, to construct a prayer, an individual prayer, that respects the religious diversity of the 
whole House. That is all we are talking about. We are not talking about "imposing a religion," or being intolerant. So, again, each 
individual prayer, it is difficult to respect the diversity of the whole House, but over the course of the session, cumulatively, the 
prayers should. We agree with that, Representative Paymar, we agree with that. And we certainly are not here to be religiously 
intolerant or to have any form of religious tyranny. We don't want that. And I don't think this leads to that. It worked reasonably 
well for all the years that we've had it. There has not been a substantial change of practice. But the rule change did require a letter 
to go out to the pastors, again, that mandates that your prayer be inter-faith, ecumenical, not exclusionary of any faith, not focused 
on a denomination's distinctives, and it really makes it difficult to design a prayer that meets those definitions. And so, we are just 
trying to solve that problem. And I don't think we need to get into hysteria or finger-pointing. It is just allowing diversity in the 
context of the session. 

If you are going to have diversity, Representative Paymar and others, you have got to allow it. You have got to allow it. You have 
to tolerate it. And ifwe are just going to have a generic, homogenous prayer, there is no diversity. And I believe you have enough 
room in your heart and in your perspective to allow diverse religious thought and other forms of diversity. So I hope this is put in 
proper context and that Members support the amendment as it originally came out of the Rules Committee. 
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Chairman Abrams ( on the dais): The Member from Hennepin, Representative Kelliher. 

Representative Kelliher: Members and Mr. Speaker. I do not rise often to speak, but I want to say that, if that is your intent, Mr. 
Majority Leader, then you will support what Representative Leppik is trying to do. Because I believe what she is trying to do gets 
at maybe where we should be. And when Representative Van Dellen raised that it should respect the diversity of Minnesota, I 
remember distinctly having that debate last year. We don't want to get into that debate. What we want to deal with here is the 
diversity of this body. And the respect of this body. I believe that when we, ifwe made the change, and we defeated this part of the 
change, and maybe made a reconsideration, some ofus, on the other part of the change, that could accomplish much of the goal that 
many of you have spoken to. So I implore you to think about this, to give it your deepest thought, and to support Representative 
Leppik on this move, and to take away some of the fire and contention that has been around this debate, and to respect the diversity 
of the body. I ask for your "no" vote. 

Chairman Abrams (on the dais): The Member from Ramsey, Representative Entenza. 

Representative Entenza: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, uh, Representative Pawlenty, I know you are on the phone, but I, I'll, I 
just want to address a couple of remarks, because actually, I agreed with most of your speech. I, I was glad to see the, uh, uh, the, 
a kinder and gentler tone coming out, um, and talking about respecting, uh, diversity. Uh, but then I'm confused by, your, uh, then 
calling for the passage of the second part of this amendment, because this says very clearly that we will be respecting religious 
diversity, but ifwe vote "green" on this, we are talking about removing that. And your arguments, I think, are about a different issue, 
a different part of the resolution coming out of the Rules Committee. When you look at this resolution, it comes from Section 1.01 
of the Permanent Rules: the Convening of the House. In other words, when we are convening our body. And I am concerned, 
Representative Pawlenty, that your call for respecting diversity does not recognize the fact that we're, we've already had speeches 
here talking about the fact that people just shouldn't show up on the House floor. They should just stay away. They shouldn't be 
here for our convening. And I think ifwe want to respect our religious diversity, we need to make sure that we follow Representative 
Leppik's lead, and that we support this particular language. 

Because we have already heard speeches on this House floor that make it clear that diversity apparently is not particularly well 
respected. And I think we need to make sure that we have very clear language that does respect it and I would urge a "red" vote on 
the second portion of this resolution. 

Chairman Abrams ( on the dais): The Member from Otter Tail, Representative Names. 

Representative Nornes: Members, I just want to make a real short comment. I do consider this to be a serious issue, contrary to 
some others. I also consider it to be very serious to be in this body, to be a part of this Legislature. I feel it is a very, very high 
privilege. Since being elected to the House of Representatives, I have also thought it was a privilege to invite pastors from my district 
to come here, to be our guests, to lead us in prayer. And I have done that, every year. And I have talked to the Chaplain, and I have 
given him names of people that are in my district who would consider it a deep honor to come here. Until last year, when I received 
word from one of my friends who was a pastor of a church in my community, and he said he would not come here. And the reason 
for him not coming here is exactly the rule that we are voting on today. And I find right now very difficult, it is very difficult to 
invite others under this rule. 

Chairman Abrams (on the dais): The Member from Sherburne, Representative Olson. 

Representative Olson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate Members taking the time to discuss this again. Representative 
Pawlenty referenced the Constitution and our rights. The Preamble of the Minnesota Constitution recognizes that "we, the people 
of the state of Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil and religious liberty." And of course, that is established in the federal 
Constitution. Under Article I, Section 2, Rights and Privileges, "No member of this state shall be disenfranchised or deprived of any 
of the rights or privileges secured to any citizen thereof." 

My question to you, Members, is why, how is it right to take away my right to have someone say a prayer that is meaningful to me? 
How is that respectful, and not respectful to take away? Excuse me, why is it right to take away my right to have someone say a 
prayer that is meaningful to me? Why is that right? 

I don't need to ask the other side of the coin. I don't need to reflect on what the other side of it is. You are talking about respect. 
You are talking about respecting the religious diversity of the House. What this is a good example of, is that you cannot put language 
in law that establishes diversity. You cannot simply write something that says "respect diversity," and it happens. 

Because what we have experienced in this body since we have had this, is that some of us can no longer have someone come and 
pray a prayer that is meaningful to us. And you are saying that is "respectful of diversity." Instead, what it means is that certain 
religions cannot say a prayer, or have a prayer said that reflects their beliefs. But all other religions can. 
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And I do not understand how you are, I cannot see how you are saying that this language, if we left it as it is, would be respectful, 
because it literally means that some prayers cannot be said, but all others can. And it doesn't matter if it is the majority of the body's 
prayer, or if the minority's. Because what we had for over 140 years is the religious diversity of this House being respected. 

I have heard prayers from the podium, from the Clerk's position, that did not respect my religious views. But I found it insightful. 
I found it beneficial. I found it insightful to expe~ience, but it did not respect my religious views. And that is fine. It does not have 
to respect my religious views every day. 

What was said earlier, that there should not be a matter of course. The language we have had established a matter of course. It 
established a House prayer. What we had for 140 years did not establish a House prayer. We had diversity. Everyone has had the 
right to ask for a clergy to come in, or a rabbi, or whatever, to come in and say a prayer for the body. And we have always respected 
the religious diversity of the House. And I hope that we will go back to that position. Thank you. 

Chairman Abrams (on the dais): Is there any further discussion? Seeing none, a roll call has been requested. A "green" vote is 
to accept the second portion of the Rules Committee report. A "red" vote is to reject the second portion of the Rules Committee 
report. The Clerk will take the roll. The House is under Call. Members will please vote. The Clerk will call the absent Members. 
All Members having voted, the Clerk will close the roll. There being 71 "ayes" and 60 "nays," the second portion of the report of 
the Rules Commjttee is adopted. 

We are now on the first half of the report of the Rules Committee. Is there any discussion? If not, a roll call has been requested. 
A "green" vote is in favor of the first portion of the report of the Rules Committee. A "red" vote is a vote against the first portion 
of the report of the Rules Committee. The Clerk will take the roll. Members will please vote. The House is under Call. The House 
is under Call. Members will vote. All Members having voted, the Clerk will close the roll. There being 79 "ayes" and 52 "nays," 
the first portion of the report of the Rules Committee is adopted. 
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