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·about enormous beanstalks - Yes, it's the panto the only art form the 
British ever invented, Peter Conrad 



72. The Providence Journal-Bulletin, December 12, 1999, Sunday,, All 
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Christians cannot fall into the trap of forgetting the true meaning of 
worship, Dixon, Marcia 

105. Saturday Evening Post, November 1, 1999, No. 6, Vol. 271; Pg. 68 ; • 
ISSN: 
0048-9239, 2042 words, OUR RIGHT TO REQUIRE BELIEF; movement to remove 'In 
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Smith, Bobbie Battista 

130. The Ottawa Citizen, September 30, 1999, FINAL, Arts; F2, 585 words, 
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148. Omaha World-Herald, September 6, 1999, Monday, SUNRISE EDITION, Pg. 
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1502 words, Controversy, errors surround the Darwinian theory of 
evolution; 

156. DAILY MAIL (London), August 28, 1999, Pg. 96, 341 words, Murray tells 
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170. The Times (London), August 5, 1999, Thursday, Features, 1385 
words, Oliver's barmy army, Hywel Williams 
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news item, 559 words, 780 Thomas Jefferson Books Sought, CARL HARTMAN, 
WASHINGTON 
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INHUMAN ACTS?, Victor T. Le Vine rj/' 
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1073 words, On the recommended reading list, and the books actually read; 
MY BACK PAGES; Geoffrey Hill is university professor, professor of 
literature and religion, and founding co-director of the Editorial 
Institute at Boston University. A collection of his poems, "Canaan," 
recently won the Kahn Award; a further collection, "The Triumph of Love," 
is due in September., By Geoffrey Hill 

441. The Denver Rocky Mountain News(Denver, Co.), May 31, 1998, Sunday,, 
BOOKS; Ed. F; Pg. 2E, 767 words, WE NEVER GET TO KNOW 'THE PILOT'S WIFE', 
David Milofsky 

442. The Irish Times, May 30, 1998, CITY EDITION, HOME NEWS; 1798 DIARY; 
Pg. 4, 544 words, Cavalry cuts down rebels, By RUAN O'DONNELL 

443. Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN), May 30, 1998, Metro Edition, Faith & 
Values; Pg. SB, 1760 words, The gospel according to HOMER, Bob von 
Sternberg; Staff Writer 

444. The New York Times, May 29, 1998, Friday, Late Edition - Final, 
Section A; Page 20; Column 4; Editorial Desk, 146 words, Yet Another 
Century of Faith? 

445. The Palm Beach Post, May 29, 1998, Friday,, FINAL EDITION, Pg. llA, 
182 words, NO CHOICE SHOULD BE LEFT OUT OF SEX ED 

446. The Charleston Gazette, May 26, 1998, Tuesday, Editorial; Pg. PSA, 
877 words, Separation anxiety We can teach students morality by giving 
them a course in law, Paul R. Stone 

447. The New York Times, May 24, 1998, Sunday, Late Edition - Final, 
Section 4; Page 11; Column 2; Editorial Desk, 1207 words, The Most 
Religious Century, By Michael Novak; Michael Novak, a theologian at the 
American Enterprise Institute, is the author, with his daughter Jana, of 
the forthcoming "Tell Me Why: A Father Answers His Daughter's Questions 
About God.", WASHINGTON 

448. The Observer, May 24, 1998, The Observer Review Page; Pg. 6, 1063 
words, The Week in Reviews: Art: Dutch classics: Let there be light, 
WILLIAM FEAVER 

449. The Independent (London), May 23, 1998, Saturday, OBITUARIES; Page 
22, 785 words, FAITH & REASON: How to turn religious beliefs into a 
nuclear explosion; 



Indarjit Singh, editorof the Sikh Messenger, examines the role of faith in 
the Indian sub-continent's atomic arms race, Indarjit Singh 

450. The Washington Times, May 17, 1998, Sunday, Final Edition, Part B; 
COMMENTARY; Pg. B4, 990 words, Conservative place in the heart of Zion, 
Philip Gold 

451. The Herald (Glasgow), May 15, 1998, Pg. 19, 525 words, Making a good 
fist of it, David Belcher 

452. The Charleston Gazette, May 13, 1998, Wednesday, Editorial; Pg. P4A, 
1868 words, Readers' forum 

453. The Independent (London), May 10, 1998, Sunday, FEATURES; Page 53, 
635 words, RICHARD EHRLICH'S BEVERAGE REPORT: REASONS TO BELIEVE; There 
are some great wines that won't elicit nasty letters from your bank, 
Richard Ehrlich 

454. The New York Times, May 10, 1998, Sunday, Late Edition - Final, 
Section 6; Part 2; Page 28; Column 2; Sophisticated Traveler Magazine, 
3056 words, Austere, Voluptuous Provence, By Francine Prose; Francine 
Prose's most recent book is ''Guided Tours of Hell" (Owl/Holt), a pair of 
novellas. 

455. The Times, May 9, 1998, Saturday, Features, 563 words, Christians 
must not forget that Jesus was a Jew, John Haldane 

456. The Washington Times, May 9, 1998, Saturday, Final Edition, Part C; 
RELIGION; A MATTER OF BELIEF; Pg. CS, 640 words, Religions of the planet 
all over map, Larry Witham; THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

457. AP Worldstrearn, May 08, 1998; Friday, Washington - general news, 294 
words, CONFLICTING-TONGUES sked Conflicting Tongues, BUSINESS DAILY 

458. Emerging Markets Datafile BUSINESS DAILY, May 8, 1998, Friday, 192 
words, Conflicting Tongues, BUSINESS DAILY 

459. The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, May 03, 1998, Sunday, Pg. J2, 1227 
words, Some elections pit 'Hirn'; against 'them': Candidates; should check 
that virus, Michael Leahy 

460. The Record (Bergen County, NJ), May 3, 1998; SUNDAY; ALL EDITIONS, 
SPECIAL SECTION/ LIFESTYLE; Pg. I34, 1013 words, A. ALAN LEVEEN, DEENA 
YELLIN 

461. The Dallas Morning News, May 2, 1998, Saturday, HOME FINAL EDITION, 
RELIGION;, Pg. 6G;, 325 words, 'No Hats, No Banquets'; Drama traces career 
of Zionism's founder, Torn Sime 

462. Searcher, May, 1998, No. 5, Vol. 6; Pg. 36; ISSN: 1070-4795, 6056 
words, The virtual taxrnan cometh: looming taxation issues for Internet 
commerce; includes related article on international Internet tax, Chuck, 
Lysbeth B. 

463. The Canberra Times, April 25, 1998, Saturday Edition, Part A; Page 
22, 759 words, AUSTRALIAN NARRATIVES, 1850-1900 AUSTRALIAN 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NARRATIVES. AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY. VOLUME 2, 



1850-1900. BY KAY WALSH AND JOY HOOTON. AUSTRALIAN SCHOLARLY EDITIONS 
CENTRE AT ADFA AND NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA. 337PP. $40. REVIEWER: 
RALPH ELLIOTT. 

464. The Economist, April 25, 1998, U.S. Edition, Survey; Pg. S8, 2842 
words, Divide and multiply (Survey 3 of 7) 

465. Sacramento Bee, April 25, 1998, METRO FINAL, RELIGION; Pg. SC5, 576 
words, Q & A 

466. The Toronto Star, April 25, 1998, Saturday, Edition 1, INSIGHT, 379 
words, SQUEEGEE EVANGELISM WILL BE REMEMBERED 

467. The Daily News (New Plymouth), April 15, 1998, FEATURES; EDITORIAL;, 
Pg. 8, 462 words, Cultivating a new attitude to Easter trading laws 

468. Copyright 1998 BANGKOK POST, April 12, 1998, News, 1551 words, 
Building blocks for the future 

469. The San Francisco Chronicle, APRIL 12, 1998, SUNDAY, SUNDAY EDITION, 
SUNDAY REVIEW; Pg. 6, 857 words, Steiner's Memoir a Sketchy Mix of 
Reminiscence and Complaint, REVIEWED BY, Kenneth Baker 

470. Sunday Times, April 12, 1998, Sunday, Features, 397 words, The 
dean, Addison de Witt 

471. Western Morning News (Plymouth), April 11, 1998, Pg.2, 393 words, 
Christ reaches across the divides of religion 

472. THE JOURNAL (Newcastle, UK), April 10, 1998, Friday, Edition 1, Pg. 
28, 549 words, There's many ways to play happy families - Stepchildren are 
no longer a rarity, as Joanna Trollope discovered while researching for 
her new novel. DAVID WHETSTONE spoke to her. 

473. The Ethnic NewsWatch, New Jersey Jewish News, April 9, 1998, Vol. 
LII; No. 15; Pg. 6, 723 words, The Bible gives insight on public, private 
morality, Yuter, Alan J. 

474. The Boston Herald, April 8, 1998 Wednesday, ALL EDITIONS, SPORTS;, 
Pg. 098, 596 words, Baseball; Penance fever grips Sox; Good intentions go 
awry, By Michael Gee 

475. The Ethnic NewsWatch, Oakland Post, April 8, 1998, Vol. 34; No. 88; 
Pg. 7, 626 words, Views, Reviews, Previews: American Bach Soloists' 'St. 
John Passion', Gereben, Janos 

476. The Independent (London), April 1, 1998, Wednesday, NEWS; Page 12, 
837 words, Hindu holy men on warpath at Ganges festival; Peter Popham in 
Hardwar sees a dangerous mix of the sacred and the profane, Peter Popham 

477. Washington Monthly, April, 1998, No. 4, Vol. 30; Pg. 44; ISSN: 
0043-0633, 1851 words, Mutually Assured Denial: A Frontline History of the 
Abortion Wars; book reviews, Saletan, William 

478. Sunday Times, March 29, 1998, Sunday, Features, 142 words, Scrolls 
exhibition a dead loss?, Peter Clarke 



479. America, March 28, 1998, No. 10, Vol. 178; Pg. 10; ISSN: 0002-7049, 
2457 words, Notes from a community - Catholic and gay., Stoltz, Eric 

480. The Guardian (London), March 28, 1998, The Guardian Features Page; 
Pg. 21, 843 words, Face to Faith: From Big Bang to big picture, KEITH WARD 

481. TULSA WORLD, March 25, 1998, 906 words, Ignorance Rules 

482. The Public Interest, March 22, 1998, No. 131; Pg. 3; ISSN: 0033-3557, 
7981 words, Democratic remedies for democratic disorders., Hirnrnelfarb, 
Gertrude 

483. The Public Interest, March 22, 1998, No. 131; Pg. 71; ISSN: 
0033-3557, 7915 words, Moral reform - learning from the past., Schwartz, 
Joel 

484. Sacramento Bee, March 21, 1998, METRO FINAL, RELIGION; Pg. SCl, 1219 
words, FINDERS OF SEEKERS, Paul Clegg Bee Staff Writer 

485. National Catholic Reporter, March 20, 1998, No. 20, Vol. 34; Pg. 10; 
ISSN: 0027-8939, 1828 words, So much common ground, debate disappeared; 
1998 Cardinal Bernardin Conference of the Common Ground Initiative; 
includes excerpts from four conference papers, Mcclory, Robert 

486. The Providence Journal-Bulletin, March 16, 1998, Monday,, ALL 
EDITIONS, Pg. 4B, 1066 words, From such humble b~ginnings, STANLEY M. 
ARONSON 

487. The Houston Chronicle, March 15, 1998, Sunday, 2 STAR EDITION, ZEST;, 
Pg. 25, 883 words, If not democracy, what?; Biographer plumbs 
Solzhenitsyn's work, imprisonment, freedom, LYNWOOD ABRAM; Lynwood Abram 
is a free-lance reviewer and writer. He lives in Danville, Ky. 

488. Lewiston Morning Tribune, March 15, 1998, Opinion; Pg. 3F, 733 words, 
An Eagle fights to get back inside the Boy Scouts' tent 

489. USA TODAY, March 11, 1998, Wednesday,, FINAL EDITION, NEWS;, Pg. llA, 
500 words, Sarne-sex marriage on trial 

490. The Canberra Times, March 9, 1998, Monday Edition, Part A; Page 15, 
1023 words, EMBRACING THE SACRED SANS COMMERCIALISM, JEREMY ECCLES 
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~,::r~J sEARcH REsuLTs sY~ ~ Help_ Personalize 
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Categories Web Sites Related News 

Web Pages (1-5 of5) 

• The San Angelo Standard - Times Online - Senior Sourcebook News Death 
Notices News Links Food Pages Weather Letters to the editor Sports Sports 
Links More E.W. Scripps West Texas news and sports/June 3, 1998 News 
digest / Sports digest Letters to the Editor Skip to next story Americans ... 
--http: /lwww.texaswest.com/standard-times/news/98/june/3/le ... 

• The culture wars: Winners and losers - Topic: White Water The culture 
wars: Winners and losers Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 3/7 /99 ASA 
HUTCHINSON dropped by the other day and helped us pick through the 
debris left by the Clinton tornado. The congressman from the Third District 
had been in .. 
--http:/lwww.freerepublic.com/forum/ a3 6e2 a4jb65 be. htm 

• The Phvllis Schlaflv Rcpo11 -- Fcbrna1y 1996 - Welfare: Fraud and Failure 

Net Events 

Search Books! 

... ,Cl_ 
• Buy Books Here! 
• Shop@ 
Amazon.com 

Sign up Here! 

1 AT&T i 
• 7 c Long Distance • 
• Cellular Deals 
• Inter@ctive Bill 

One of the most dishonest parts of Clinton's State of the Union speech was his "challenge" to 
Republicans to send him a welfare reform bill and "I will sign it." The fact is that the Congress 
already sent him a pretty ... 
--http :/lwww.eagleforum.org/,...,eagle/psr/ J 996/feb96/welfare. html 

• Bcchukotai 5758 - Shabbat B'Shabbato From Machon Zomct - Shabbat-B'Shabbato - Parshat 
Bechukotai No 701: 27 Iyar 5758 (23 May 1998) SHABBAT-ZOMET The Zomet Institute of 
Alon Shevut, Israel This Week: PEACE IN THE LAND by Rabbi Chanan Porat, MK, one of the 
liberators of Jerusalem EXPLAIN A MIDRASH: The ... 
--http :llwww. ou. orgltorah/zomet/bechukotai58. htm 

• Bible Talk - A message wall devoted to the study of the bible, where everyone can participate. 
--http://www.shawcorp.com/debateloldwallslbiblel 4.-html 

Categories Web Sites Related News Net Events 

_" i_· r_r_e_l_i_· g_i_o_u_s_l_e_f_t_" ____ I Next Search advanced search - help 

Other Search Engines 
Alta Vista - Direct Hit - dot com directory - GoTo.com - HotBot - Infoseek - NorthemLight - deja.com - More ... 

Yellow Pages - People Search - City Maps - Get Local - Today's Web Events & Chats - More Yahoos 
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Categories Web Sites Related News 

Web Pages (t-20 of 12925) 

• Religious Right - Threats to Civil Liberties The Religious Right in 
Washington A comprehensive examination of the religious right in 
Washington State, this report also includes extensive historical research 
about the origins of the religious right and the threats... • 
--http ://www.aclu.org/ about/re fright. html 

• PF AW I Vote98 I Religious Right Electoral Activity - People For the 
American Way (PF AW) and People For the American Way Foundation 
(PF A WF) work to protect the heart of democracy and the soul of the nation. 
In Congress and state capitals, in classrooms and in libraries, in courthouses 
and houses of wo 
--http:/lwww.pfaw.org/vote98/relright.shtml 

• A Guide to the Religious Right - (none) 
--http://bsd.mojones.com/mother _jones/ND95/stan_guide.html 

Net Events 

Search Books! 

:;nazonromj 
• "LIGIO0S RI ... 
• Buy Books Here! 
• Shop (aJ 
Amazon.com 

Sign up Here! 

, AT&T 1 
• 7 ~ Long Distance 
• Cellular Deals 
• Inter(a>ctive Bill 

• Religious Right Watch - The Christian Coalition and the Religious Right Here are various 
articles about the Christian Coalition and the Religious Right. More articles will be added as I get 
them. Christian Coalition Backs Newt Reed and the Republican Party The Christian ... 
--http://www. wcla. org/watchlwatch. html 

• Yahoo! Society and Culture>Religion and Spirituality>Faiths· and 
Practises>Christianity>Government>Politics> - Help - More Yahoos Home> Society and Culture 
> Religion and Spirituality> Faiths and Practises> Christianity> Government> Politics> 

• Religious Right All sites Singapore sites only Asia sites only This category only Options Full 
Coverage About.. 
--http://sg.yahoo.com/Society _and_ Culture/Religion_ and_ Spir ... 

• Yahoo! Society and Culture>Religion and Spirituality>Faiths and 
Practises>Christianity>Government>Politics> - Help - More Yahoos Home > Society and Culture 
> Religion and Spirituality> Faiths and Practises> Christianity> Government> Politics> 
Religious Right All sites Asia sites only This category only Options Full Coverage About the 
Religious Right . 
--http :II asia.yahoo. com/Society_ and_ Culture/Religion _and_ Sp ... 

• Public Policy: Religious Right - Public Policy: Religious Right About the Religious Right -
resources from People For The American Way. Center for Democracy Studies - conducting 
research into factors which are influencing our democratic system, including right wing secular 
and ... 
--http://www.whc.net/irish/govtlap/issues/issue-24.htm 

• Religious Right Influence State by State - News stories related to separation of church and state 
and those affecting non-believers. 
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--http :/lwww.infidels.org/wire/storieslreligious _right _infl ... 

• GO Network:Religious Right -
--http://games.go.com/WebDir/People/Spirituality _ and _religi ... 

• Open Directory - Society: Politics: Liberal: Anti-Conservative: Anti-Religious Right -.about 
dmoz I add URL I update URL I become an editor I feedback the entire directory only in 
Anti-Conservative/Anti-Religious_Right Top: Society: Politics: Liberal: Anti-Conservative: 
Anti-Religious Right (7) See also: Society: Issues: Church ... 
--http:/ lwww.dmoz.org/Society/Politics/Liberal/ Anti-Conserv ... 

• Religious right attorney disbarred - IF AS I Freedom Writer I September 1998 I hogan.html 
Religious right attorney disbarred Austin, Texas Last year, we broke the story that Neal Hogan, a 
Christian Coalition leader and Council for National Policy member, was practicing law without 
a ... 
--http ://www.berkshire.net/~ifaslfw/9809/hogan. html 

• Republican Links for conservative right wing gop religious right republican conspiracy 
campaigns and elections - Republican Resource. A great resource for gop, religious right 
extremeists conservative republican right wing campaign election activists . 
--http :/lwww. ditto head. org/link. html 

• Infoseek:Religious Right - Get homework help, parenting tips, events and activities for the kids, 
holiday fun, and more. 
--http://infoseek.go.com/WebDir/F amily/Spirituality _ and _rel ... 

• Mainstream Opinion Home Page - If you have been looldng for a way to fight the growing tide of 
Religious Right propaganda, become an Associate of Mainstream Opinion. Support our work as a 
member. Ask your friends to take a look at our web site strategy. The site is updated r 
--http :/lwww.mainstreamop.org/ 

• The Religious Right - Central Baptist Church Learning Community Class - Winter 1997 The On 
Line Church The Religious Right Religious Right American Family Association American Life 
League Chalcedon Foundation - reconstructionists Christian Broadcasting Network The ... 
--http: /lwww. maherassociates; com/cbcclass/rright. htm 

• ACLU-Washington: Special Report: The Religious Right in Washington State - The Religious 
Right in Washington State: A Special Report Prepared for the American Civil Liberties Union of 
Washington by Daniel Junas, 1995 Read the report online: SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION 
SECTION 2: THE RELIGIOUS RIGHT IN WASHINGTON National. .. 
--http :l/www.aclu-wa.org/pubs/religiousright 

• Republican Links for conservative right wing gop religious right republican conspiracy 
campaigns and elections - Republican Resource. A great resource for gop, religious right 
extremeists conservative republican right wing campaign election activists . 
_._http :/lwww.netagency.com/ campaign98/republican. htm 

• OGLPC - The Religious Right's Anti-Gay Crusade - This web site was created for FREE at 
www.homestead.com. Visit www.homestead.com to get your free web site - no programming 
required. 
--http://www. homestead. com/oglpc/religiousright. html 

• Cheryl Wheeler Song Religious Right - Religious Right This song was inspired by a news article 
that Cheryl read in the early 1990's (approx.) It seems that a small group (repeat, a small group) of 
Catholics and Protestants had put aside their religious differences (like which one gave .. 
--http :/lwww.cherylwheeler.com/songs/rr. html 

• Bubba Archive: February 1994: [BUBBA-L:5435] Re: Religious Right - [BUBBA-L:5435] Re: 
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Religious Right John Duktig (johnd@rmy.emory.edu) Tue, 8 Feb 94 06:48 CST Messages sorted 
by: [date][ thread][ subject][ author] Next message: Elizabeth Arroyo: "[BUBBA-L:5436] 
Food and Religion" Previous message: Nancy ... 
--http://library.mtsu.edu/~bubba/bub0294/0277.html 

Categories Web Sites Related News Net Events 

_"_r_e_i_i_g_i_o_u_;_ ... ·._;_i_gh_•· ·_t_,;-____ ._I . Next Search advanced search - help 

Other Search Engines 
Alta Vista - Direct Hit- dot com directory - GoTo.com - HotBot - Infoseek - NorthemLight - deja.com - More ... 

Yellow Pages - People Search - City Maps - Get Local - Today's Web Events & Chats - More Yahoos 
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Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN) February 26, 2000, Saturday, Metro Edition 

Copyright 2000 Star Tribune 
Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN) 

February 26, 2000, Saturday, Metro Edition 

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 18A 

LENGTH: 248 words 

HEADLINE: Lindner's insult; 
House should repudiate remark 

BODY: 
Anti-Semitism is a shameful part of Minnesota's past. It has no place in Minnesota's present_ 

most certainly not on the floor of the Minnesota House. 

Rep. Arion Lindner of Corcoran not only abused his Jewish colleague, Rep. Michael Paymar of 
St. Paul, when he attacked Paymar for his desire to keep the prayers that start House sessions 
nondenominational. Lindner also insulted every Minnesotan _ Christian, Jew or otherwise _ who 
prizes religious freedom and tolerance. 

Students of state history know that those virtues came hard to Minnesota. They were learned 
as fair-minded Minnesotans spoke out 50 years ago about the evils of religious bigotry, and the 
terrible toll it was taking on this state's culture and economy. Their brave efforts banished 
anti-Semitism from respectability. 

Today's generation must guard against bigotry's return. That's why Lindner's characterization of 
Paymar's Jewish perspective as "irreligious left views" is particularly offensive in the halls of state 
government. It should have been met with a loud gavel bang and a stern reprimand from Speaker 
Steve Sviggum. 

Regrettably, Sviggum was silent at that moment-on Wednesday. But 60 other House members 
recognized their duty to repudiate Lindner's insult and signed a petition of protest. Others have 
asked the House Ethics Committee to review the matter. By whatever means, the House must 
make clear to Lindner and the state that. his words were unacceptable. 

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH 

LOAD-DATE: February 27, 2000 

View: Cite I KWIC I Full ___ , 1 of 12 MHA Text Only I Download I Fax I Email 
.. FOCUS™ - Narrow Results I Save As ECLIPSE I More Like This I More Like Selected Text -----
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The Associated Press State & Local Wire February 25, 2000 

The Associated Press State & Local Wire 

• View Related Topics 

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials may not be 
republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press. 

February 25, 2000, Friday, BC cycle 

SECTION: State and Regional 

LENGTH: 425 words 

BYLINE: By The Associated Press 

BODY: 
Happenings Friday at the Minnesota Capitol: 

ETHICS COMPLAINT 

The St. Paul DFLer targeted by a Republican's comment on religion is distancing himself from an 
ethics complaint filed by House Minority Leader Tom Pugh, DFL-South St. Paul. 

Rep. Michael Paymar, DFL-St. Paul, said, "It was not my intent to become the lightning rod in this 
controversy over prayer in the House. I don't want this issue to be about me." 

Rep. Arion Lindner, R-Corcoran, warned Paymar on Wednesday against imposing his "irreligious 
left views" on the House. He made the comment as the House prepared to lift a year-old ban on 
religion-specific references in the prayers. 

The DFL members who filed the complaint, which will be heard by a panel of two Republicans and 
two DFLers, said Lindner's comment was "outrageous" and an embarrassment. They said it 
breached House rules regarding member conduct and decorum. 

Some say the remark is anti-Semitic. Paymar is Jewish. 

Lindner acknowledged it wasn't the best choice of words and said he would probably not use them 
again. He said he wasn't referring to Jewish people. 

STATE SYMBOLS 

The monarch could become the state butterfly and timber wolf the state mammal. 
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Both received the endorsements of the House Governmental Operations and Veteran Affairs 
Committee, but the monarch might have an easier time on the House floor. 

Mahtomedi fourth-graders have been lobbying lawmakers about the butterfly for several weeks. 

Two seventh-graders presented the proposal to make the wolf the state mammal. 

School children across Minnesota voted on whether the state mammal should be the wolf, white 
tail deer or gopher. The wolf got 208 votes, deer got 129 and gopher got 80. About a dozen 
schools returned the questionnaires. 

The issue barely made it out of committee. The vote was split and the chairman ruled that it 
should move to the floor. 

The bill's sponsor, Rep. Mike Osskopp, R-Lake City, said he may hold the bill until the controversial 
issue of how the wolf should be managed is settled. 

"I don't want my bill to become a vehicle for that fight," he said. "These kids worked hard on this 
and I don't want it to become a political football." 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

"That's like blaming the woman who wears the short skirt for getting raped .... Had she wore a 
long skirt or had she wore pants, it wouldn't have happened-. There you've got the Sen. (Dick) Day 
philosophical viewpoint on that issue.'' 

-Gov. Jesse Ventura's thoughts on some lawmakers who have criticized him. 
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Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN) February 25, 2000, Friday, Metro Edition 

Copyright 2000 Star Tribune 
Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN) 

February 25, 2000, Friday, Metro Edition 

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. SB 

LENGTH: 797 words 

HEADLINE: GOP legislator's remarks draw DFL protest; 
Complaint filed after he refers to DFLer1s 'irreligious left views' during prayer debate 

BYLINE: Patricia Lopez Baden; Staff Writer 

BODY: 
House DFLers filed an ethics complaint Thursday against Rep. Arion Lindner, R-Corcoran, for 

calling a Jewish DFL House member part of the "irreligious left" during a tempestuous debate on 
prayer. 

House Minority Leader Tom Pugh, DFL-South St. Paul, said Lindner's remarks were "one of the 
most shocking displays of insensitivity and intolerance that any of us can remember." 

It's rare for anything said on the House floor to trigger a formal complaint, but DFLers said they 
intend to prove that Lindner's remarks "brought the House into disrepute," which could be a 
violation of House rules on conduct. 

The complaint will be referred to the House Ethics Committee by Speaker Steve Sviggum, 
R-Kenyon, and could have a public hearing as early as next week. 

Lindner's remarks came during a floor fight late Wednesday over whether the prayer that opens 
every House floor session should be nondenominational. 

Up until last year, such prayers were denominational. Then House Republicans planned, as part 
of the session's opening prayer ceremony, a religious choir that ringed the House chamber singing 
the Apostle's Creed. Some House members were visibly uncomfortable with what they considered 
an overly religious display and pushed through a rule change that made the prayer 
nondenominational. 

The change has irked religious conservatives in the GOP caucus, and on Wednesday they began 
the fight to reverse the rule. 

Rep. Michael Paymar, DFL-St. Paul, was among those who defended the nondenominational 
prayer. "I would like to be part of that moment where a religious leader gets up before us and has 
a prayer," said Paymar, who is Jewish. "But I would like that to be nondenominational, and I would 
like it to be respectful of who I am." 

Lindner then responded to Paymar: "You know we're told there's one God and one mediator 
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between God and man. The man Christ Jesus. And most of us here are Christians. And we 
shouldn't be left, not able to pray in the name of our God .... And if you don't like it, you may 
have to like it. Or just don't come. I don't come sometimes for some prayers here .... We have 
that privilege, and you need to exercise it. But don't impose your irreligious left views on me." 

There were gasps and some hissing, and Rep. Matt Entenza, DFL-St. Paul, asked Lindner to 
"rethink the last remark you made." Lindner did not, and afterward Entenza offered a "protest of 
dissent" petition that was entered into the House journal. Sixty members signed it, including eight 
Republicans, Entenza said. 

On Thursday, Pugh, Entenza and several others said the petition was not enough. "This was 
an anti-Semitic remark, attacking not only Representative Paymar, but the religious beliefs of 
thousands of Jewish people across this state," he said. "And that is so fundamentally unacceptable 
that the Ethics Committee has to decide what the appropriate course of conduct should be." 

The committee has wide latitude and could recommend anything from a formal reprimand on 
the House floor to exoneration. The full House then would vote on the recommendation, Rep. Ann 
Rest said. 

Lindner said Thursday that he didn't think the ethics complaint was necessary. He said he 
didn't intend to insult Jews. 

He also remained unrepentant and said he would not apologize for his remarks. 

"I love Jewish people," Lindner said. "I didn't intend those remarks to be anti-Semitic. I 
certainly didn't intend it that way." 

But, he said, he would not apologize to Paymar. "He's referred to me before as being part of the 
Christian right. I think he owes me an apology. I'm looking at Representative Paymar as just a 
person with evidently some thin skin. I don't see how he could have been bothered by the music 
we had last year." 

Paymar said many House Republicans came up to him privately on Wednesday. "They were 
absolutely appalled, and apologized on behalf of their caucus," he said. "I don't think 
Representative Lindner's remarks reflect the view of the Republican majority." 

However, he said, "This is an issue the Republican Party is going to have to deal with. They can't 
say to non-Christian members, 'If you don't like the prayer, then get out and sit in the retiring 
room.' Representative Lindner has to be held accountable for his comments." 

House Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty, R-Eagan, said that Lindner had been intemperate, but that 
he was unsure that his comments warranted an ethics complaint, something typically reserved for 
more grievous acts. 

"His remarks were inflammatory and perhaps inappropriate," Pawlenty said. "His remarks do 
concern me. We often have heated debate, but we need to maintain a level of decorum." 
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February 23, 2000, Wednesday, BC cycle 

SECTION: State and Regional 

LENGTH: 386 words 

BYLINE: By The Associated Press 

BODY: 
Happenings Wednesday at the Minnesota Capitol: 

RURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

Regardless of where they live, Minnesotans should expect access to high speed, broadband 
Internet service, according to a report by the Center for Rural Policy and Development at 
Minnesota State University in Mankato. 

Jack Geller, president of the center, said the report included 18 recommendations. Among them 
was the establishment of a pot of money to help people in rural Minnesota defray the higher cost of 
access. 

"The state has to recognize it cannot be in a position of picking winners and losers," Geller said. 

Sen. Steve Kelley, DFL-Hopkins and a telecommunications expert, said the report might serve to 
apply needed pressure to leaders so they know Internet users want quality access. 

Among the report's other recommendations are that the state shouldn't favor one technology over 
another, policies should promote entrepreneurialism and competition, and recognize the needs for 
education and training among all consumers. 

HOUSE PRAYER 

Pre-session prayers that include references to specific religions will be permitted on the House 
floor. 

The House voted to reverse a year-old rule that required all prayers to be nondenominational and 
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respectful to "the religious diversity of the House." 

At times, debate was sharp. Rep. Michael Paymar, DFL-St. Paul, criticized supporters of the rule 
change as imposing their religious viewpoints on all members. Rep. Arion Lindner, R-Corcoran, 
chastised Paymar, who is Jewish. 

"Don't impose your irreligious left views on me," Lindner said, prompting hisses. 

Several lawmakers admonished Lindner and apologized to Paymar. 

It was the second time this year the House took up the prayer issue. On the first day of session, 
the proposed change required 90 votes because it didn't go through the committee process. It fell 
31 votes short. 

This time, only a simple majority was required. 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

"I don't want senators to have to go to the woodshed. 11 

- Sen. Dean Johnson, DFL-Willmar, said of a potential lobbying effort by Gov. Jesse Ventura if his 
unicameral bill was given new life. The proposed constitutional amendment received a negative 
reception by the Senate Election Laws Committee, but was sent to another committee anyway. 
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February 24, 2000, Thursday, BC cycle 

SECTION: State and Regional 

LENGTH: 392 words 

HEADLINE: Ethics complaint filed over lawmaker's comment about religion 

BYLINE: By BRIAN BAKST, Associated Press Writer 

DATELINE: ST. PAUL 

BODY: 
Tensions escalated Thursday over a Republican lawmaker's remark that a Jewish colleague had 

"irreligious left views," as DFLers filed a complaint with the House Ethics Committee. 

Rep. Arion Lindner of Corcoran made the comment toward Rep. Michael Paymar, DFL-St. Paul, 
during a floor debate over pre-session prayers. The House was deciding whether to lift a year-old 
ban on religion-specific references in the prayers. 

The DFL members who filed the complaint, which will be heard by a panel of two Republicans and 
two DFLers, said Lindner's comment was "outrageous" and an embarrassment. They said it 
breached House rules regarding member conduct and decorum. 

The same members had already included a petition of protest in the House journal. Rep. Matt 
Entenza, DFL-St. Paul, said more than 60 legislators, including nine Republicans, signed on. 

"This was an anti-Semitic remark attacking not only Representative Paymar but thousands of 
Jewish people throughout the state," said Entenza, who is not Jewish. 

Lindner acknowledged it wasn't the best choice of words and said he would probably not use them 
again. As to whether it was an ethical lapse, Lindner said, "I don't think so." 

But Lindner said Paymar was trying to assert his view of political correctness on the House and that 
is an "extreme" view. He said the term "religious right" is often applied to Republicans. 

Paymar is not among the group that filed the complaint and did not immediately return a call. 

Lindner said he doesn't owe Paymar an apology, but he plans to speak with other Jewish 
colleagues. 
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"I want them to know that I wasn't referring to Jewish people," Lindner said. 

It's not publicly known whether past remarks during legislative debates were subject to ethics 
investigations because the ethics proceedings were conducted in private until a few years ago. 

House Majority Leader Tim Pawlenty, R-Eagan, said it's not uncommon for inflammatory comments 
to pop up in debate. 

"There's always strong feelings about politics, and there's always strong feelings about religion," 
Pawlenty said. "When you mix the two you have a toxic cocktail." 

He said incidents are usually cleared up in private with a handshake and an apology. Pawlenty 
worries that the complaint could lead to others, which he said will hurt the impassioned flavor of 
debate. 
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January 8, 1999, Friday, FIVE STAR EDITION 

SECTION: EDITORIAL, Pg. B6 

LENGTH: 1437 words 

HEADLINE: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

BODY: 

Argue the facts, not the pr.ocess 

While reading the Dec. 20 article about Bill Clinton's impeachment, I found myself troubled by the 
sentence: "The Democrats argued the facts." 

The Democrats argued only the process; a process laid down in our Constitution. They tried to 
circumvent the constituticnal process by denial and blaming everyone else, especially Ken Starr, 
for Clinton's transgressions. As Levins alluded, this spectacle was not the finest hour of our House 
of Representatives. • 

We all should be acquainted with the facts: (1) Clinton is a liar. (2) Clinton is an adulterer. (3) 
Clinton committed the same kind of perjury for which some citizens are presently in jail or on 
parole. ( 4) Clinton is a manipulator and abuser of people and power to defend himself from his 
tawdry behavior. He has used and is still using those around him as well as his family. 

The House of Representatives has found the facts to be impeachable, but are they sufficient to 
convict Clinton and remove him from office? Only the Senate, following the constitutional process, 
can make that determination based upon their own moral and ethical conscience. 

Does the Senate have the courage to do so? If it does not, and senators choose the path of 
censure, they should at least ask the president to pardon all the perjurers in jail or on parole. 
Otherwise, censure would be as inconsistent as Gerald Ford's pardon of Richard Nixon without 
consideration of all the other burglars in U.S. jails. 

George Sturman 

St. Charles 

I have been practicing law for well over 30 years and I know prosecutorial misconduct when I see 
it. The behavior of President Bill Clinton is clearly reprehensible and almost unforgivable, but the 
misconduct by the so-called Independent Special Prosecutor Kenneth Starr is of far more serious 
concern than Clinton's misdeeds. 
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What is this guy doing investigating the president's private consensual sex life and putting a wire 
on the likes of Linda Tripp? Many pundits and politicians flatly state the president committed 
perjury. I listened to every word of his grand jury testimony and agree with the Bi-Partisan Blue 
Ribbon Panel of Federal Prosecutors that testified before many deaf ears to Henry Hyde's House 
Judiciary Committee when they found no grounds for a perjury indictment. 

Kenneth Starr far exceeded his congressional mandate and his so-called impartial investigation is a 
disgrace to our judicial system and to any fair-minded investigatory tactic. I like to think I'm 
apolitical but if this is what we obtained by voting a Republican majority in both Houses of 
Congress, I can only hope that the public responds with a vengeance in the next federal elections. 

John H. Goffstein 

Clayton 

When someone as erudite as U.S. Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan calls for censure of President Bill 
Clinton, one wonders if he has joined the Democratic and irreligious left. Why did one of equal 
intelligence, Henry Hyde, call for a trial first, and then consider censure? Has Hyde joined the 
Republican and religious right? Both know there are not enough. votes to force Clinton from office, 
but the distinction between the two will go down in history. The left is really arguing Clinton is 
above the law, th erefore censure is the only resolution. The right argues Clinton is subject to the 
law, let the Senate hear the evidence, fail to get a two-thirds vote, then slap him on the wrist. 

Judge Robert Bork, Justice Clarence Thomas, Sen. John Powers, Speaker N ewt Gingrich, even 
Democratic Speaker Jim Wright were all subject to brutal, partisan battles, but all were subject to 
the law. Even Richard Nixon was subject to the law. 

Everyone knows the worst that can happen to Clinton is a slap on the wrist. The Republicans in the 
House have been told they will pay dearly in two years for insisting on following the law. But they 
can be proud of their place in history. Will the Senate follow, or is Clinton beyond the pale? History 
is watching. 

John J. Donnelly 

Warson Woods 

Teen drivers 

AAA's campaign to curb highway deaths and accidents does bring to light some important points. 
Having raised four teen-age drivers in another state, I might suggest what has been tried and has 
been very successful there. 

All of my children took a written driving test at the age of 14 and then were permitted to drive with 
a parent or other licensed driver over 25. Driver education was also required and given as a course 
by the public high school. At the age of 16 and having passed driver education, a teen-ager is then 
given a temporary license for one year. 

I know as a parent I felt much more at ease to have them drive alone at 16 after they had driven 
in all types of weather with me for two years prior. I do not feel that six months worth of driving is 
adequate to equip teen-agers to drive in all seasons of the year. They need more driving time and 
experience to know how to react in situations while on their own behind the wheel. 

One more note is that our insurance rates for just my husband and I are much higher here in 
Missouri than they were in another state with teen-age drivers. Could this be dLie to the high 
accident and death rate here? 

Please contact your legislators and suggest something different for Missouri's young drivers. They 
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need more than six months driving experience before driving alone. 

Suzanne Plant 

Arnold 

I'm writing in response to the Jan. 5 guest editorial about teen-age driving. While I agree with 
protecting teen-age drivers, I disagree with the graduated licensing program. The graduated 
licensing program poses threats to the independence of teen-age drivers. Many teen-agers, like 
adults, depend on their cars and drivers licenses to get them where they need to go. 

In place of the graduated licensing law, there should be mandatory drivers' education while a teen 
has his or her learner's permit. This would help teen-agers learn how to drive responsibly while 
being supervised. Also, there should be more awareness and prevention of teen dr inking and 
driving, since alcohol is almost always involved in teen-age car accidents. 

Graduated licensing is not the answer to stopping teen-age car accidents. Graduated licensing is 
unfair to teen-agers who want to have independence and learn responsibility, and parents who 
value their sanity and want their children to be able to drive themselves. 

Carolyn Schallom 

Affton 

Switching fuel 

Regarding Bi-State's choices of fuels for their buses, I would like to ask them to consider seriously 
looking into the areas of the country where natural gas powered buses are successful, and find a 
way to make them successful here. 

There has to be a feasable retrofit or design available that Bi-State can obtain to use natural gas in 
St. Louis and lower the amount of pollution added to our air every day. 

Since the decisions made today will have a huge effect on the future, it seems to me that the most 
environmentally responsible decision is to switch to the natural gas powered buses in order to 
move the most people while producing the least amount of pollution. 

R. Barry Creech 

St. John 

Snow removal 

Since the heavy snowfall of Jan. 1 and 2, I don't think the city has done us any favors by plowing 
the residential side streets. 

Before these streets were plowed, we were able to drive slowly and carefully and get away from 
the curb and make our own path down the street and back. The only people who drive these 
streets are those who live there, for the most part, and now they ar.e housebound because their 
cars are all "plowed in." If you're not strong enough to shovel a mountain of sn ow and carry it up 
the curb, your car is stuck until the snow melts, and it's impossible to get out of your driveway. 

These snow plow trucks could be put to better use by spreading salt, sand or cinders, whichever 
works best in this temperature. 

I think someone should give a little more thought to this problem. 
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Bette Schmittgen~ 

St. Louis 

Whoever was responsible for plowing the streets on Mason Road at Highway 40 ( exit and entrance 
ramps, the overpass itself, etc.) and Woods Mill north of Clayton Road should be fired. I've never 
seen such a lousy job in my life. The streets in the Ellisville and Ballwin area were beautifully 
plowed, but as you drove into the Chesterfield and Town & Country area, the street conditions 
were horrible. Someone needs to go back and retake "Snowplowing 101" and maybe pay attention 
this time! 

Bob Fanning 

Ellisville 
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Copyright 1999 The Chronicle Publishing Co. 
The San Francisco Chronicle 

+ View Related Topics 

JANUARY 4, 1999, MONDAY, FINAL EDITION 

SECTION: EDITORIAL; Pg. A20; LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

LENGTH: 1297 words 

HEADLINE: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

BODY: 
WHEN THE CONQUERED JOIN THE ENEMY 

Editor -- In Jack Forbes' article in the December 30 Open Forum, "From Wounded Knee to Acteal," 
he attempts to tie the slaughter of natives of this land by U.S. troops to the slaughter of natives by 
other natives who happen to be under the control of their governments. 

From the time of Cortez's invasion of Mexico, it was common practice for the Europeans to use one 
native tribe against another. Often, these tribes had long been enemies. Also, when a land is 
conquered, it is not unusual for natives to join their conquerors against their own. During the last 
year of World War II, half of the Nazi Wehrmacht SS soldiers were not German. They were a 
mixture of volunteers and those pressed into service from conquered countries. Some volunteers 
simply decided they would join the winning side. Others did not like their own previous 
government. The same was certainly true of the ancient Roman soldiers. 

While I do not see Mr. Forbes' connection between U.S. troops killing Indians and natives killing 
natives, he is right about the land grab. Just 400 years ago, among the wealthiest people on this 
planet were the native Africans and Americans. (Based on land and resources, such as gold and 
diamonds.) When the Western European barbarians acquired the technology to make guns, and 
ships to roam the seas, they set out to steal it all. For the most part, they succeeded. 

J.K. WARDEN 

San Rafael 

U.S. VS. IRAQ 

EDitor -- Ernest Weiner (Letters, December 29) belittles the U.N. Security Council's ability, to 
control Iraq, while accusing France, China and Russia of weakening anti-Saddam sanctions for 
selfish political reasons. Weiner fails to realize the U.S.'s criminalization of Saddam has not been 
accepted even by his neighboring Arab states, which, since the Persian Gulf War, have increasingly 
voiced both their concern over our genocide of the Iraqi people, and their reluctance to join our 
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military actions. 

Eight years of U.S.-Britain embargo and occupation have killed over 1.2 million Iraqis with disease 
and starvation as our weapons of mass destruction, reducing these people to a Third World status. 
With Iraq's missiles destroyed, no significant weapons arsenal have been discovered since 1991 
despite an almost daily media campaign to suggest otherewise. 

With all of Iraq's neighbors armed with weapons of mass destruction, and Israel, India and 
Pakistan with atomic capability, 'tis time we allowed Iraq back into the Mideast community and 
discontinued our immoral genocidal and expensive repression of Saddam's people. 

EDWARD MILLER 

San Rafael 

REVOLTING 

EDITOR -- Clinton is revolting (adjective) ... Congress is revolting (adjective/verb) ... the voters 
are not revolting (verb). 

WILLIAM BURKE 

San Francisco 

FOLLOW THE FRAMERS 

Editor -- I find it astounding that Clinton loyalist are utilizing polls, or the will of the people as a 
tool of abrogating impeachment in the Senate. The framers established a representative 
government as a means of refining, often capricious, public sentiment. Democracy does not require 
an inexperienced body to conclude what constitutes impeachment. Determinations by the public 
may be a result of impulse or passion and necessitate refinement by legislators. 

BIJAN ZADEH 

San Francisco 

SEEDS OF TYRANNY 

Editor -- The irreligious left is always using there own mantra to blame the right-wing 
conservatives even for their own dysfunctional families. 

These are people who have never opened a Bible, yet talk about what God says on love. Not 
knowing that God said to his people, that love does not give license to commit wrongs. While some 
on the left say let us err, that grace may abound . .They know not grace for they know not God. 

They are blaming Ken Starr for their idol's problems, then say can't we just love one another. God 
is not mocked. It was He that brought Clinton down after he stated that he would have one of the 
most ethical administrations that ever was. What these people have sown is the seeds of tyranny. 
And they will reap what they sow. 

And remember that the majority is not always right, as they condemned the only sinless person to 
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death rather then blame their own leaders. 

ALLEN D. ELLIOTT 

La Mirada 

SOME ANSWERS 

EDITOR -- An open letter to Victoria Hudson (Letters, December 30): 

1. It's a "witch-hunt" because no crime has been committed. 

2. The president is the commander-in-chief. The highest ranking military official is the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

3. No one was convicted for Tailhook, unfortunatel-y. Lieutenant Flinn of the Air Force agreed to her 
discharge from service, albeit under duress. 

Weren't you paying attention? I'm surprised I've gotta tell you this stuff. 

TED LOEWENBERG 

San Francisco 

A QUESTION 

EDITOR -- Can someone ~lease explain to me what exactly is so great about a president who 
doesn't know what "is" means. Maybe I'm slow, but I just don't get it. 

HILARY SMITH 

Petaluma 

IMPOSSIBLE PROMISE 

Editor -- Yeh Ling-ling's article ("Unlimited Population Is an Unlimited Problem," December 28), 
was right on target. She correctly point out that California's numbers are projected to nearly 
double by 2040. 

However, I take exception to the following statement, "During his campaign for governor, Davis 
pledged to protect the environment. Population growth will make it hard for him to keep this 
promise." 

It will not just be hard, it will be impossible. 

KENT RENO 

San Anselmo 
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SEMPER CUNTONIUS 

Editor -- In response to the well-intentioned but knowledge-deficient article by Yeh Ling-ling, I do 
commend this apparently naturalized citizen for recognizing a major problem for California: 
Unlimited Population. 

I invite Ms. Yeh to read the Constitution. It is the federal government's responsibility to "control 
the border" of the United States, it will not be Gray Davis' job. Once again, in spite of sucking $ 1. 7 
trillion from U.S. taxpayers annually, the U.S. government has failed this constitutional mandate 
miserably. We currently have Marines on the Mexican border without clips in their M-16s! What is 
this Semper Clintonius? 

STEVE HURD 

South San Francisco 

WILL STEAL FOR A SMOKE 

Editor -- People have always protected the image of cigarettes by insisting it's not a drug. I often 
hear the rationalization that "people don't steal or kill for cigarettes." But if the price of cigarettes 
keeps going up, this rationale may no longer stand true one day.· 

DAVID H. GREENFIELD 

Livermore 

KINDERTRANSPORT 

Editor -- A friend passed on a recent Sunday Chronicle to me, with the article: "Flight from Hell." 
You may like to know that this is the best researched and written description about the 
Kindertransport that I have seen. 

I was 6 years younger than Alan Peters, (whom I met at M.J.C.C. a few years ago) when I boarded 
the Kindertransport in Berlin on May 3, 1939. Before moving to Berlin we lived in Breslau and I 
well remember Kristallnacht. My sojourn in England was, on the whole, a happy one despite the 
fact that I learned my parents had perished in Auschwitz. 

Unfortunately, when I reached adulthood in England I always felt that I was held back by the "old 
school tie" and was always the "poor refugee boy." I was determined to come to the states, but 
knew no one and had no sponsor. My luck changed when I obtained a job in Bermuda in 1956 and 
from there emigrated to San Francisco in 1959. 

RICHARD SHAND 

Mill Valley 

DREAM STATE 

Editor -- Last year, in my imagination, I was a nerd. In reality, I was annoyed, spoiling things. I 
toyed until I was buoyed, curled up with a book, and toiled to understand ... the "Oy" of creation. 
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JACK CONRY 

San Francisco 
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Chicago Daily Herald December 04, 1998, Friday, Cook 

Copyright 1998 Paddock Publications, Inc. 
Chicago Daily Herald 

December 04, 1998, Friday, Cook 

SECTION: News; Fence Post; Pg. 12 

LENGTH: 308 words 

BODY: Road to heaven 

Which religion leads to heaven? The Religious Right's? The Irreligious Left's? The guy with the 
pyramid shaped crystals? See below for the answer! 

Anyway, I write this letter in regard to a recent article by Suzanne Fields and, also, C.E. Cosgrove's 
Oct. 16 letter. • 

Field's article, "Clinton aides resort to religious slurs," was both well-written and all so true! 

Yes, "born again" Christians are often considered·suitable for slurs by this world (only "born again" 
believers are truly Christians - see The Gospel of John 3: 3). 

Nonetheless, those who are against the Lord (and His believers) will have to give an account for 
their actions, one day, to God. 

Also, I do respect the good intent within C.E. Cosgrove's letter (Oct. 16). However, contrary to 
what part of Cosgrove's letter seemed to imply (and many believe), we cannot work for eternal life 
in heaven. 

You can only go to heaven by God's grace through faith in Jesus Christ, according to Ephesians 
2:8-10 and Romans 4: 1-8. 

Scripture has repeatedly been proved accurate by archaeological, historical and prophetical 
evidence. 

On the other hand, we must beware of seemingly "spiritual" beliefs, teachings, visions and 
numerous other things that don't really line up with God's Word, the Holy Bible. 

Finally, which religion leads to heaven? Answer: none! That's because Jesus Christ wants you to 
have faith in Him, not in a religious system! 

Wes Kochan 

Mount Prospect 

Porter's choice insulting 
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Congressman Porter's decision not to vote for an impeachment of a president who lied in a federal 
judicial process is an insult to all those who defend and have died for the rule of law. 

He should visit Arlington National Cemetery and apologize to those heroes who know what the rule· 
of law is about. 

Kevin J. Cuttone 

Arlington Heights 
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The Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY.), July 10, 1998 

Copyright 1998 The Courier-Journal 
The Courier-Journal (Louisville, KY.) 

July 10, 1998, Friday MET:METRO 

SECTION: FORUM Pg.12A 

LENGTH: 1483 words 

HEADLINE: READERS'FORUM 

SOURCE: READER 

BODY: 

Workers' comp costs ... 

I read with interest the article, "Most have power back a day after tree- toppling storm," on Page 1 
of the July 1 Metro section. 

The photograph of a worker for Pike Electric is an excellent example of why workers' cqmpensation 
costs are so high. This gentleman had a chainsaw extended above shoulder height, and he was not 
wearing safety glasses. If it is important to industry to reduce the workers' compensation costs, 
they should do more about safety. It would be interesting to see the comments from OSHA 
regarding this photograph. 

MORTON L. KASDAN, M. D. 

Louisville 40206 

. . . 'Betrayed' by Patton 

I would like to warn every worker covered by workers' compensation. The Governor has taken 
away your coverage and made it almost impossible to get a lawyer to help you, leaving you at the 
mercy of the insurance company. 

My back was injured on the job one month after Gov. Paul Patton changed the workers' 
compensation laws. I am no longer able to do manual labor. I have lost my job. I am not trained to 
do anything but manual labor, and under the new workers' comp act, I am limited to $ 13.57 a 
week for 425 weeks~ and nothing thereafter. This is what I made for an hour's work before my 
injury. 

Every working person who voted for Gov. Patton has been betrayed. 

THOMAS HORN 
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Winchester, Ky. 40391 

Get Bather's cell phone 

I sure hope the Board of Aldermen retrieve the cell phone from Paul Bather before he leaves their 
jurisdiction. I would hate to think we would have to pay the bill. 

In short, our loss is certainly Washington's gain. He and Special Prosecutor Kenneth Starr should 
work together well. Beware, Steve Mag re, you may also have been illegally taped via a cell phone. 

J. P. DOWNARD 

Louisville 40217 

A 'more equitable' tax 

I am constantly amazed at the rhetoric of the dead-head liberal editorials, such as Robert Reno's 
July 27 column. He seems to feel that the people who are most responsible for the earning of 
money and bringing it into the economy are the least deserving of keeping it. He is crying about 
the cut in capital gains tax and the lowering of inheritance tax on high valued ,estates, talking of 
the "gift" to the heirs. It is not a gift, it is their inheritance, and it was already taxed at least once 
when earned. It is not the government's money, and the government has no right to it. 

My retirement pay is so low that I do not pay taxes, but I recognize the fact that most of the 
wealthy people, such as Bill Gates, earned their money, and they have a right to keep it. As long 
as there is tax, it should be a straight-line percentage on personal income, calculated to start from 
a set amount over the calculated poverty level. We could do away with the IRS and its Gestapo 
tactics, save billions in the long run, and have a much easier, fairer and more equitable system. 

BRUCE D. WILSON 

Leitchfield, Ky. 42754 

'A heinous and evil act' 

Wouldn't this be a wonderful world indeed if none of us could be held responsible for our actions! 

In the June 19 Courier-Journal, a David Hawpe soulmate from Lexington accused churches of 
controlling their members by creating and exploiting a sense of sexual shame and guilt. 
"Otherwise, women could privately avoid the consequences of sexual activity," he stated. 

Of course, he's right. None of us want women to be held accountable for their se~ual conduct, do 
we? 

Next thing you know, churches will start laying a guilt trip on those of us who lie, cheat, steal, beat 
up our wives and abuse our children. And we don't want that. 

The writer excoriated Father Joseph Hamilton, who had charged in an earlier letter that Hawpe is 
not honest when he addresses the abortion question. Emulating Hawpe, the writer also avoided 
addressing the central question in the abortion debate, i.e., whether those preborns are living, 
growing human beings, who therefore deserve the protection of law. 

Yes, churches have a lot of nerve telling women - and men - that certain kinds of sexual behavior 
are wrong and, even, a sin against God. It should be evident that Hamilton is not your typical 
Catholic priest. Most of them, like their archbishop, prefer to maintain a low profile in the abortion . 
debate, and wish the whole issue would go away. • 
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Hamilton is a strange duck, indeed. He holds that we individuals - all of us - should be held 
accountable for our actions, and he is relentless and unabashed in speaking out about it. He is very 
old-fashioned and believes that aborting a baby is a heinous and evil act. In fact, he actually 
believes that a preborn baby is from conception a living, growing and developing human being, 
and that killing it should be a crime in civil law. Can you imagine? 

Father simply does not realize that criticizing Hawpe and others on the irreligious left is no way 
to make friends and have people in the media love you. 

DANIEL F. McHUGH 

Louisville 40222 

'Wake-up call to truckers' 

I hope the recent wreck where the minivan was crushed between two big trucks is a wake-up call 
to all truckers. I have traveled I-65 to Bowling Green several times recently and have found the 
truckers' driving habits to be alarmingly dangerous, especially tailgating. Even though I'm going 
the speed limit, they will ride my bumper. I know if I had to stop quickly, they could not stop. I 
realize they need to make good time, but is it worth the chance of killing themselves or someone 
else? 

Wake up, truckers! Slow down and leave stopping distance between you and other vehicles. It is 
far better to lose a few minutes than to lose a life! 

FRAN WILLIAMSON 

Jeffersonville, Ind. 47130 

'Gear down profit-making' 

Letters from readers are suggesting that trees are the culprits when storms cause them to fall upon 
power lines. If trees are planted where they won't fall upon power lines, then there will be no more 
shady boulevards, parkways, even sidewalks. In other words, the entire city will resemble the 
overpass on Breckinridge Lane to the Watterson expressway. 

To make an indecent proposal that LG&E bite the bullet and begin to place power lines 
underground would be scandalous! The stockholders might not see 200 percent profit; they might 
see only 100 percent profit. Heaven forbid! LG&E should do this, little by little, at no added 
expense to its customers. 

It's time American companies gear down profit-making .... 

MSD is another case in point. There is no money to imprc;>ve flood control in many areas of the city, 
yet they are more than willing to "move" a wetlands (another concrete ditch monument} for UPS. 

What about the pumps placed on Bon Air streets every time a cup of rain falls? After 30 years of 
this on Ramona, Wedgewood, Rio Rita, Boaires, etc., and flooding in Goldsmith Lane drives and 
sidewalks, why isn't this taken care of? Money is available for UPS; why not plain citizens? 

PATRICIA W. OLIVER 

Louisville 40220 

'Draconian sentence' 

Recently, I read with interest about the 25-years-to-life sentence of 31- year-old Jonathan 
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Norman. Norman, according to published accounts, had two prior convictions for simple assault 
(usually, these are misdemeanors). 

Supposedly, under California's repeat offender law, Norman's third conviction, for stalking the 
unoccupied home of Steven Spielberg, justifies 25 years to life imprisonment. 

In handing down this draconian sentence, the judge was presumably influenced by the 
"impassioned plea for a long sentence" by Spielberg himself, who appeared in court to offer his 
hypothetical opinion predicting what Norman would have done had the two met. According to 
numerous news reports, Spielberg (in Ireland during the incident) was quoted as saying he 
believed Norman almost certainly would have "raped, maimed or killed." 

Is this for real? In America, can ordinary folk be sent to prison for 25 years to life for what appears 
to be little more than trespassing and the totally unsubstantiated fears of the property owner? 

I guess if the property owner happens to be one of our nation's rich and famous elite we au better 
watch where we step. 

JAMES P. HILTON 

Shelbyville, Ky. 40066 

Solutions to air pollution 

I've noticed the editorializing, hand-wringing and griping about the air pollution problems in 
Louisville. 

Allow me to nominate some real solutions: 

1. Statewide car and truck pollution tests as a condition to license renewal. 

2. Complete the northeast I-265 link over the Ohio to I-65/I-265 intersection north of New Albany. 

3. Complete the southwest I-265 link from Gene Snyder/US 60 over the Ohio to I-64/I-265 
intersection west of New Albany. 

These would enable through traffic to avoid the metropolitan area congestion completely and 
reduce the low speed emission generation, too. They would also ease traffic flow and density. 

WILLIAM H. JOHNSON 

Brandenburg, Ky. 40108 
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The Denver Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Co.), March 2, 1998 

Copyright 1998 Denver Publishing Company 
The Denver Rocky Mountain News(Denver, Co.) 

March 2, 1998, Monday, 

SECTION: EDITORIAL; Ed. F; Pg. 37A 

LENGTH: 584 words 

HEADLINE: LETTERS PAGE 

BODY: 

Israel has been forced to take defensive action 

In response to the recent Israel-bashing letter from Gordon Day, I offer a few thoughts to consider. 
The land confiscations and other actions that Israel has taken have all been done in self-defense. It 
is very easy to point fingers and blame, yet if Day had any idea of the situation on the ground, he 
would see the truth of the matter. The old border of the West Bank and Israel, as narrow as nine 
miles wide, is where about 80 percent of the Israeli population and industry reside. For many 
Americans, the whole peace process may seem trivial, yet it is a matter of life and death for the 
millions of Israelis living there. In 1967 Israel liberated the West Bank and Gaza in order to defend 
itself from the Arab armies aiming to "drive the Jews into the sea." Today, Israel is forced to take 
defensive action against those who still are attempting to accomplish this aim. Let us learn from 
history and respect this tiny country's right to peaceful existence. David Marshall Zalkin Englewood 

Spineless jellyfish 

Two words come to mind when I think of first ladies Hillary Clinton and Bea Romer: spineless 
jellyfish. I'm sure there are thousands of philanderers who feel deep gratitude to these ladies 
who've taken women, on the whole, several big steps backward. The despicable and insulting 
message they have sent is that it's OK for our husbands to cheat and lie to us. I have less respect 
for them than their Casanova counterparts. Stephanie Haley Denver 

Degrading series 

Shame on reporter Michael Mehle for publicizing the degrading South Park cartoon series in a 
recent Sunday Spotlight article. I'm appalled that anyone would consider watching such refuse. 
The show's popularity is proof of the moral pit into which America has fallen. Sherrie O'Farrell 
Loveland 
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America's moral rift runs deeper than politics 

Americans are clearly drawing a line between morality and amorality. This rift is deeper than the 
current political scene, which is just its most flagrant expression. Who are the arnoralists in today·'s 
America? Ministers who proclaim, "Morals do not matter." Politicians who profess, "Character does 
not count." A public that states, "Job performance is all that matters." A president who has a 
history of "bimbo eruptions," and whose minions attack investigators as "mean-spirited," 
"right-wing conspirators" and "fiercely partisan." Name-calling and labeling have so clouded the 
opposition, they cringe and hide at the mention of moralism, honesty or character in government 
officials, including themselves. Moralism? Color me a moralist. Character? Give me candidates with 
character. Honesty? Let's elect officials we can trust. Religious right? What's the alternative: the 
irreligious left; the non-religious wrong? I pray for a nation God can bless with "honesty and 
justice for all." Robert Connerly Highlands Ranch 

Republican soreheads 

Here's a question for Bruce Benson and any other crybaby Republican soreheads who feel the need 
to go witch hunting every time they blow an election. It's the same question Joseph Welch asked 
Sen. Joe McCarthy back in 1954: "Have you no sense of decency sir, at long last? Have you left no 
sense of decency?" As for the governor's alleged "affair" with B.J. Thornberry., my bumpersticker 
on the matter might go something like this: "If it's OK with Bea, then it's OK by me." Don Morreale 
Denver 
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Slate Magazine May 8, 1998, Friday 

Copyright 1998 Microsoft Corporation 
Slate Magazine 

May 8, 1998, Friday 

The historian Robert Conquest has two laws of politics, which are recorded in Kingsley Amis' 
Memoirs. The first is that, "generally speaking, everybody is reactionary on the subjects he knows 
about." The second is "every organization appears to be headed by secret agents of its opponents." 

Conquest Rule No. 2 applies nicely to the recent activities of Focus on the Family, an organization 
of the religious right run by the radio evangelist and family counselor James Dobson. Those on the 
irreligious left describe Dobson as the most powerful leader of Christian conservatives active 
today. But lately, his behavior seems as if it were scripted by his antagonists, People for the 
American Way and Americans. United for the Separation of Church and State. 

About two months ago, Dobson beg.an saying in private that the failure of House Republicans to 
take his family-values agenda seriously might impel him to lead a mass walkout from the party. He 
delivered that demarche to a meeting of House Republicans in the basement of the Capitol on 
March 18. Dobson told GOP leaders that they must act on a range of social-conservative issues, 
such as abortion, gay rights, and school prayer--or else. Unsatisfied with their response, Dobson 
went public with a series of unusual interviews in the secular media. Dobson's face appeared on 
the cover of U.S. News & World Report, below a headline that read, in part, "Now, he has decided 
the Republican Party must convert or be brought down." On Meet the Press, he said that 
evangelical Christians who put the Republicans in control of Congress in 1994 had been "insulted" 
and "disrespected" ever since. Asked about the consequences. of a walkout, Dobson told Tim 
Russert, "It would be the Democrats in the White House and the Congress, so that would be 
unfortunate. But you never take a hill unless you're willing to die on it. And we will die on this hill 
if necessary." 

Republican leaders are furious with Dobson over these comments, and for good reason. By 
blackmailing them so openly, he is telling them, in effect, to choose their poison. The GOP can 
either show Dobson the door, or it can try to move his radical agenda, which calls for, among other 
things, abolition of the Department of Education and a constitutional amendment to ban abortion. 
If Republicans stiff him, they may lose a crucial component of their narrow majority. If, on the 
other hand, they "convert," they get to watch moderates and economic conservatives flee in 
horror. In sending a message that the party can't take its conservative base for granted, Dobson 
also sends a signal to the electorate as a whole: Republicans are being ordered around by a 
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frightening religious zealot. 

Dobson, 62, is less well known than Jerry Falwell or Pat Robertson and far more powerful than 
either of them. Born in Shreveport, La., he is descended from three generations of Nazarene 
ministers. But Dobson did not become ordained as a minister himself. Instead, he took a Ph.D. 
from the University of Southern California in child developmental psychology. His book Dare to 
Discipline, published in 1970, turned him into a kind of conservative Dr. Spock, as he has often 
been described, eventually selling more than 2 million copies. In 1977, Dobson used the book as a 
platform to found Focus on the Family, a nonprofit organization based in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Focus on the Family dispenses family counseling over an 800 number and sponsors Dobson's daily 

' radio broadcast, in which he serves up advice on marriage and child-rearing along with 
condemnations of "humanism, 11 a philosophy he equates with all forms of social permissiveness. 
The program, which is heard on 2,000 stations, has helped Dobson develop a mailing list of more 
than 2 million names. 

Over the past decade, he has become more and more explicitly political. In 1988, Dobson set up 
the Washington-based Family Research Council, headed by his ally Gary Bauer, a former Reagan 
administration official. Bauer is to Dobson as Ralph Reed until recently was to Pat Robertson. Focus 
on the Family and the Family Research Council are now technically separate, but they work hand in 
glove. Both raised a ruckus in 1995 when party chairman Haley Barbour ventured the notion that 
Republicans could be a "Big Tent" party on abortion. The two threatened to walk out of the 
Republican National Convention if the GOP modified its uncompromising anti-abortion plank or if 
Bob Dole picked a pro-choice running mate such as Colin Powell. 

This absolutism contrasted with the stance of the rival Christian Coalition. Under Reed's leadership, 
the Christian Coalition was more politically savvy, more open to compromise with the nonreligious 
right, and more accepting of the reality that Republican victory was a prerequisite for any kind of 
conservative change. Reed recognized that his power depended on not demanding constant 
satisfaction from the party. Thus, in 1996 Reed threw his weight behind Dole early in the primary 
season and flirted with the idea of accepting modified language on abortion in the GOP platform. 
For this, Dobson and Bauer denounced him as a power-hungry sellout. 

With Reed gone into private political consulting, the Christian Coalition has been eclipsed by Bauer 
and Dobson. Of late, they have been involving themselves in congressional races, to the chagrin of 
the national party. Bauer spent $250,000 in support of Tom Bordonaro, a conservative who 
defeated the Republican National Committee-approved moderate in a special election primary in 
California. Bordonaro then lost to the Democrat, Lois Capps. Dobson, who has seldom made 
political endorsements in the past, recently backed ex-Rep. Bob Dornan, the well-known ultracon 
wacko, against a moderate Republican in an upcoming congressional primary. Party regulars worry 
that the same thing may happen again--Dornan will win the nomination and lose to the incumbent 
Democrat, Loretta Sanchez, in November. 

Is Dobson a menace to freedom? Liberals try to play it both ways. They love to argue that the 
religious right controls the Republican Party. But they also maintain that Christian conservatives 
are extreme and marginal. In fact, Dobson does have power, but it's of a kind that depends on 
subtlety and patience, qualities he tends to lack. To the extent he can align himself with something 
resembling majority opinion--on an issue like partial-birth abortion or opposition to the marriage 
penalty--he may get somewhere. But to push his further agenda, he threatens to do to the GOP 
what Democratic interest groups did to their party in the 1970s and 1980s--that is, drag it down to 
principled defeat. 

Indeed, in what Dobson is now doing there is an echo of Jesse Jackson's past threats to bolt the 
Democratic Party if he and his views weren't accorded more "respect." Appeasing Jackson--the 
Mondale/Dukakis strategy--was far less effective than confronting him--the Clinton strategy. The 
risk of alienating a voting base is real, but the risk of looking like a prisoner to the ultras is greater. 
Most people don't want to vote for a party that constantly succumbs to extortion from an extreme 
faction. You might expect James Dobson, a child psychologist, to understand how this works. 
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The Denver Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Co.), March 2, 1998 

Copyright 1998 Denver Publishing Company 
The Denver Rocky Mountain News(Denver, Co.) 

March 2, 1998, Monday, 

SECTION: EDITORIAL; Ed. F; Pg. 37A 

LENGTH: 584 words 

HEADLINE: LETTERS PAGE 

BODY: 

Israel has been forced to take defensive action 

In· response to the recent Israel-bashing letter from Gordon Day, I offer a few thoughts to consider. 
The land confiscations and other actions that Israel has taken have all been done in self-defense. It 
is very easy to point fingers and blame, yet if Day had any idea of the situation on the ground, he 
would see the truth of the matter. The old border of the West Bank and Israel, as narrow as nine 
miles wide, is where about 80 percent of the Israeli population and industry reside. For many 
Americans, the whole peace process may seem trivial, yet it is a matter of life and death for the 
millions of Israelis living there. In 1967 Israel liberated the West Bank and Gaza in order to defend 
itself from the Arab armies aiming to "drive the Jews into the sea." Today, Israel is forced to take 
defensive action against those who still are attempting to accomplish this aim. Let us learn from 
history and respect this tiny country's right to peaceful existence. David Marshall Zalkin Englewood 

Spineless jellyfish 

Two words come to mind when I think of first ladies Hillary Clinton and Bea Romer: spineless 
jellyfish. I'm sure there are thousands of philanderers who feel deep gratitude to these ladies 
who've taken women, on the whole, several big steps backward. The despicable and insulting 
message they have sent is that it's OK for our husbands to cheat and lie to us. I have less respect 
for them than their Casanova counterparts. Stephanie Haley Denver 

Degrading series 

Shame on reporter Michael Mehle for publicizing the degrading South Park cartoon series in a 
recent Sunday Spotlight article. I'm appalled that anyone would consider watching such refuse. 
The show's popularity is proof of the moral pit into which America has fallen. Sherrie O'Farrell 
Loveland 
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America's moral rift runs deeper than politics 

Americans are clearly drawing a line between morality and amorality. This rift is deeper than the 
current political scene, which is just its most flagrant expression. Who are the amoralists in today's 
America? Ministers who proclaim, "Morals do not matter." Politicians who profess, "Character does 
not count." A public that states, "Job performance is all that matters." A president who has a 
history of "bimbo eruptions," and whose minions attack investigators as "mean-spirited," 
"right-wing conspirators" and "fiercely partisan." Name-calling and labeling have so clouded the 
opposition, they cringe and hide at the mention of moralism, honesty or character in government 
officials, including themselves. Moralism? Color me a moralist. Character? Give me candidates with 
character. Honesty? Let's elect officials we can trust. Religious right? What's the alternative: the 
irreligious left; the non-religious wrong? I pray for a nation God can bless with "honesty and 
justice for all." Robert Connerly Highlands Ranch • 

Republican soreheads 

Here's a question for Bruce Benson and any other crybaby Republican soreheads who feel the need 
to go witch hunting every time they blow an election. It's the same question Joseph Welch asked 
Sen. Joe McCarthy back in 1954: "Have you no sense of decency sir, at long last? Have you left no 
sense of decency?" As for the governor's alleged "affair" with B.J. Thornberry,, my bumpersticker 
on the matter might go something like this: "If it's OK with Bea, then it's OK by me." Don Morreale 
Denver 
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The Union Leader January 12, 2000 Wednesday 

Copyright 2000 Union Leader (Manchester NH) 
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SECTION: EDITORIAL PAGE 

LENGTH: 773 words 

HEADLINE: (COMMENTARY) Religion an intrusion on politics? 

BYLINE: JACK KENNY 

BODY: 
Sometimes confession is good for the polls. Perhaps that's why Texas Gov. George W. Bush has 

finally come clean and admitted his biggest mistake was trading Sammy Sosa. 

Notwithstanding that historic blunder, the former managing general partner of the Texas Rangers 
remains the Republicans' heir apparent to the White House. Who knows what heights Harry Frazee 
might have reached if he'd gone into politics after selling Babe Ruth? 

But do Americans want a man of such poor judgment negotiating treaties and trade agreements 
for the United States? Sure, why not? Nixon traded Taiwan for two pandas and carried 49 states 
in that year's election. Bush may not be that successful, but you just know a shrewd horse trader 
like him has a promising future -- possibly with the Red Sox. 

Some of the candidates have been wading into theological waters of late, so it was no doubt a 
relief for millions of Americans to hear Gov. Bush declare that governors don1t decide who goes to 
h~aven. Bush appears to have something of an evangelical zeal for making public pronouncements 
of his personal relationship with the Lord, as when he was asked during a debate in Iowa recently 
to name the political philosopher or thinker who had influenced him the most. "Christ," Bush 
answered, "because he changed my heart." 

In last week's debate in Durham, moderator Tim Russert reminded the governor that there are 
millions of Jews, Muslims and other non-Christians, as well as atheists and agnostics in the 
country. "Should they feel left out?" Russert asked. 

Bush's answer was, predictably, "No," but the premise of the question was a bit 
troubling. Suppose a devout Jew or Muslim were elected President. Would Mr. Russert then worry 
that Christians might feel "left out"? Should we then decide that no one with strong religious 
convictions should be elected President? That would, in effect, establish a religious test -- or an 
irreligious test, if you prefer -- for holding office, something the Constitution specifically forbids. 

Russert's next question was even more troubling: "Would you take an expression like 'what would 
Jesus do?' into the Oval Office?" Bush did not answer that directly . "I would take an expression 
into the Oval Office of, 'Dear God, help me,"' he said. 

02/29/2000 9:14 A} 



S.-,.uch - IO Results - irreligious ... eft and not (irreligious w/l lewysiwyg://224/http://www.lexis.com ... 5=d4lba3a59d0911tbbb43ff0b0a9cl952 

2 of2 

Is there a point to this line of questioning? The implication seems to be that having a committed 
Christian in the White House would somehow result in an unconstitutional establishment of 
religion. Alan Keyes, a fervent opponent of legalized abortion, was asked during the same debate 
to explain his understanding of the "separation of church and state." Keyes stated correctly that 
the phrase appears nowhere in the Constitution, adding that the Declaration of Independence 
proclaims that our rights to life and liberty come from God, not the State. 

I don't recall that the question was ever asked of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., who invoked the 
authority of the Christian Gospel and the moral law in his campaign against segregation. Granted, 
King wasn't running for President. He did, however, play a major role in shaping our laws and our 
politics. Yet those now voicing their worries about the influence of religion in politics have not 
been heard arguing that Dr. King violated the "separation of church and state." 

We appear to be in a time of vast confusion about religion, morality and poltics. Arizona 
Sen. John McCain, for example, has said his opposition to abortion is based on his "strong moral 
belief that life begins at conception." That life begins at conception is neither a moral belief nor a 
religious precept: It is a biological fact. Whether our laws acknowledge or ignore that fact is a 
matter of serious social, political and moral consequence. 

To be sure, many who would outlaw abortion are motivated by strong religious beliefs about God 
as the author of life. So were many who fought to prevent the lynching of blacks in the South or to 
oppose American involvement in a war they believed was unjust. To suggest that our laws and the 
actions of our government should be unencumbered by such basic religious convictions, or that 
those who proclaim them are somehow unfit for the Presidency, is to construct a doctrine foreign 
to our Constitution and traditions. 

"Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity," said the nation's first 
President, "religion and morality are indispensable supports." Today's gatekeepers of political 
discourse seem more inclined to regard them as intolerable intrusions. 
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Chattanooga Times and Free Press, November 15, 1999 

Copyright 1999 Chattanooga Publishing Company 
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SECTION: OPINION; Pg. B7 

LENGTH: 697 words 

HEADLINE: T.R. and the "Culture War' 

BYLINE: Karl Spence Editorial Page Editor 

BODY: 

Many friends of Ronald Reagan were greatly disappointed with author Edmund Morris' fiction-laced 
biography of President Reagan, titled "Dutch." 

Mr. Morris' earlier Pulitzer Prize-winning work, "The Rise of Theodore.Roosevelt," is what had 
recommended him. But perhaps the Reagan people mistook the virtues of that book's subject for 
those of its author. In any case, Mr. Morris' study of Teddy Roosevelt is well worth reading, and we 
hope the poor results of his Reagan project won't discourage him from going on and finishing his 
delayed second volume on Teddy Roosevelt. 

Theodore Roosevelt, president of the United States from 1901 to 1909, is a man to think about as 
this century draws to a close. Like so many of America's great historical figures, his example offers 
inspiration to those of us who want to help our country recover some of the moral and spiritual 
capital that has been squandered in recent years. 

Mr. Roosevelt called his office the "bully pulpit," not the bully podium or lectern. He was so given 
to preaching that one jaded listener complained that Teddy thought he had discovered the Ten 
Commandments. T.R. thought no such thing, of course; it's just that he referred to them a lot. In 
speeches, articles, books and letters written both as a sitting and a former president, he spoke in 
this vein: 

"There is no patent recipe for getting good citizenship. You get it by applying the old, old rules of 
decent conduct, the rules in accordance with which decent men have had to shape their lives from 
the beginning ... fundamental precepts, put forth in the Bible and embodied consciously or 
unconsciously in the code of morals of every great and successful nation from antiquity to modern 
times .... 

"You are not going to make any new commandments at this stage which will supply the place of 
the old ones. The truths that were true at the foot of Mount Sinai are true now. The truths that 
were true when the Golden Rule was promulgated are true now. No man is a good citizen unless he 
so acts as to show that he actually uses the Ten Commandments, and translates the Golden Rule 
into his life conduct. 
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"I appeal for a study of the Bible on many different accounts, even aside from its ethical and moral 
teachings, even aside from the fact that all serious people, all men who think deeply, even among 
non-Christians, have come to agree that the life of Christ, as set forth in the four Gospels, 
represents an infinitely higher and purer morality than is preached in any other.book of the world. 

"The teachings of the Bible are so interwoven and entwined with our whole civic and social life that 
it would be literally -- I do not mean figuratively, I mean literally -- impossible for us to figure to 
ourselves what life would be if these teachings were removed. We would lose almost all the 
standards by which we now judge both public and private morals; all the standards toward which 
we, with more or less resolution, strive to raise ourselves." 

In 1999, of course, we Americans have no trouble at all imagining what life would be like if the 
Bible's teachings were removed from public life. All we have to do is look around, at places like 
Columbine High .School or Bill Clinton's Oval Office. 

Perhaps the biggest measure of how far our country has fallen is the fact that if anyone today talks 
about morality the way Teddy Roosevelt talked about it, he is demonized as an extremist, 
ultraconservative, self-righteous ayatollah who's out to "impose his morality an everyone else," as 
if the Ten Commandments and the Golden Rule were his own personal invention. 

Today's secular left applauds a rogue like Bill Clinton and despises the excellent advice of 
Theodore Roosevelt. What's worse, these modern irreligious "progressives" are in control of many 
of our leading political, educational and cultural institutions. They fear and loathe those who exalt 
eternal virtues in contrast with the current world standards .. But they, not the moralists, are the 
real barbarians within the gates. 

All this is involved in what's being called a- "Culture War." Which side is right? Which is winning? 
What are we going to do about it? 
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The Record (Bergen County, NJ), June 16, 1999 

Copyright 1999 Bergen Record Corp. 
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SECTION: OPINION; Pg. Lll 

LENGTH: 786 words 

HEADLINE: WHY NOT HAVE CLASSROOM RECITATIONS? 

BYLINE: JAMES AHEARN 

BODY: 
SO IT HAS COME to this. A proposal to require New Jersey 

schoolchildren to recite every day a passage from the Declaration of 
Independence has been denounced in the Legislature as sexist and racist. 

Not only that, opponents said, the proposal is a sneaky, back-door 
attempt to reintroduce prayer into our gloriously irreligious schools. 

One is left groping for words. How to respond? Remember, now, what 
we are talking about here is one of the three founding documents of the 
Republic. 

The Declaration, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights define 
who we are, what sort of government we will have, and how we will deal 
with each other. 

The passage in question, written by Thomas Jefferson and adopted by 
Congress on July 4, 1776, is one of the most stirring in the English 
language: 
"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among 
men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed ... " 

At that point the Declaration gets down to the business of the 
document, a bill of particulars against the king, George III. His 
government had perpetrated"a long train of abuses and usurpations," 
designed to subjugate the colonies to despotism. 

Today these sections have an antique air. Only Revolutionary War 
experts could explain every reference. But the introductory lines, 
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especially the"self-evident truths," retain their hold on the American 
imagination. 

In the current argot, what's not to like about the Declaration of 
Independence? Plenty, contended several Democratic Assembly members. 

Nia Gill of Montclair, who is black, complained that when Jefferson 
wrote about all men being created equal, he was excluding black slaves, 
all women, and whites who didn't own land. 

Historically, she is right. A civil war had to be fought to end 
slavery. Women did not get the franchise until 1920, nearly a century 
and a half after the Declaration was adopted. 

That does not mean that the Declaration should or can be ignored, 
though. Our understanding of"all men"has expanded over the years. We 
read the phrase today to include women, to include people of color, to 
include immigrants who have become naturalized citizens. 

Gill wanted to amend the bill so that students would also recite 
the 13th Amendment to the Constitution, ending slavery, and the 19th, 
enfranchising women. Sponsors of the legislation seemed to think she was 
being obstructionist or partisan. Actually, though, her suggestion is 
not unreasonable. It would provide useful historical context for 
Jefferson's words. 

The 13th amendment runs 32 words, but some of them authorize 
involuntary servitude as a punishment for crime, needless detail in a 
daily recitation by schoolchildren. The core idea could be expressed in 
11 edited words: "Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude ... shall 
exist within the United States. "And the 19th Amendment is reducible to 
18 words: "The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 
be denied ... on account of sex." 

With brief citations of the relevant amendment numbers, the edited 
amendments can be read aloud in 20 seconds. The reading from the 
Declaration, with an introductory citation, would take perhaps 30 
seconds. 

The Assembly rejected the Gill proposal. If the bill should become 
law without it, school districts could nevertheless, on their own, 
institute daily readings of the 13th and 19th amendments, and many could 
be expected to do so. 

Gill is a lawyer. Her law partner is Neil Cohen of Roselle, another 
Democratic Assembly member. He attacked the Declaration excerpt from 
another direction, focusing on the mention of a creator. To require 
children to pay public respect to a divine being would reintroduce 
prayer in public schools, he said. 

He is a bit late with this complaint. The Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag, already recited by pupils, characterizes the United States as 
"one nation under God." A more basic question is whether a useful purpose is served by such 
daily recitations. They do take time out of the school day that could be 
devoted to instruction. There is nevertheless educational value to rote 
recital of the nation's founding principles. 
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The Pledge of Allegiance celebrates a republic "indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all. "The noble words of the Declaration would 
build on that concept. Passages committed to memory in childhood tend to 
stay with one. 

LANGUAGE: English 

LOAD-DATE: June 16, 1999 

View: Cite I KWIC I Full ◄diiWM•i-A 4 of 10 MU❖ Text Only I Download i Fax I Email 
__ __ --i=c5CUS™ - Narrow Results I Save As ECLIPSE I More Like This I More Like Selected Text . _____ _ 

Source: All Sources: News: News Group File, Most Recent Two Years 
Terms: irreligious w/25 left and not (irreligious w/1 left) (Edit Search) 

View: Full 
Dateffime: Tuesday, February 29, 2000 - 10:12 AM EST 

Search I Search Advisor I Get a Document I Check a Citation 
ECLIPSE(TM) I ~6to~ ChanNe Client I Options I Feedback I Sign Off I Help 

out EXIS- EXIS I Terms and Cond1t1ons 

Copyright© 2000 LEXIS-NEXIS Group. All rights reserved. 

02/29/2000 9: 16 A~ 



Search - l 0 Results - irreligious ... eft and not (irreligious w/1 lewysiwyg://23 l/http://www.lexis.com ... 5=573ed225962 lf4acc913b87a l 8839dc0 

I of3 

lexis.com-- ( O\lna• a1ent I DpUona I FHdDadt I s11n OIi' I HIIP J 
t. ..••••••••• ·•·······································•···•··········· ·····•·········· .............. ·········································· ...... ··························-······-······-... 
~~~"'~:!"" :::::.C:',I:Y. • ...~.,,~~""'T:.._'"': ~":'~"' 1'iU;" • <.►·1~<~~™ ~p.:;&Z!J \.;:};g.~-'.lea!:S:::J•: ;:,ea 1u1°NJYISQf'. ';l~uec11~~ment:;;;1~:::::;:;a ·;;:::ti~·~.i;~~,;.z;:;;::;JJA~~ 

View: Cite I KWIC I Full ◄h@M•-f--C 5 of 10 MU❖ Text Only I Download I Fax I Email 
--mcus™ - Narrow Results I Save As ECLIPSE I More Like This I More Like Selected Text 

Source: All Sources : News : News Group File, Most Recent Two Years 
Terms: irreligious w/25 left and not (irreligious w/1 left) (Edit Search) 

Alberta Report January 25, 1999 

Copyright 1999 Micromedia Limited 
Canadian Business and Current Affairs 

Copyright 1999 United Western Communications Ltd. 
Alberta Report 

January 25, 1999 

SECTION: v.26(5) Ja 25'99 pg 24; ISSN: 0225-0519 

CBCA-ACC-NO: 4443010 

LENGTH: 827 words 

HEADLINE: How green is God? Conservative Christians look warily for a place in the modern 
environmental movement 

BYLINE: O'Leary, Denyse 

BODY: 
Liberal Christians, mostly of the United, Catholic and Anglican church 

varieties, have been making common cause with modern secular and New Age 
environmentalists for decades. Though the Christians have not always been 
comfortable with their green allies' atheism or devotion to Gaia or the 
Great Spirit, they have shared a common antipathy to materialism and 
industrialization. Conservative Christians, on the other hand, including 
those troubled by eco-degradation, have tended to be very suspicious of 
the environmental movement because of its socialist inclinations and 
heretical pseudo-spirituality. 

There is some recent evidence, however, of a growing willingness among 
conservative evangelicals to collaborate with greens, whatever their 
religious or irreligious convictions. In the 1996 debate over the 
Endangered Species Act in the United States, for example, the religious 
right was as fervent as the green left in defending tough legal 
protections for at-risk species. 

In Canada, the phenomenon seems most developed on the West Coast, notably 
among Anglican evangelicals. The largest Anglican church in Vancouver,· St. 
John's Shaughnessy, which is a perpetual thorn in the side of liberal 
bishops on many social and theological issues, is hosting a "Visions for 
the Earth" conference April 17, the day before Earth Day, sponsored by 
Vision TV. 

Loren Wilkinson, professor of Interdisciplinary Studies at Regent College 
in Vancouver and an orthodox Anglican evangelical who has been a green 
activist for 25 years, believes that environmental awareness comes in 
waves. "Generally the evangelical world is a few years behind the wave," 

02/29/2000 9:16 AM 



Searc-h - 10 Results - irreligious ... eft and not (irreligious w/l lwysiwyg://231/http://www.lexis.com ... 5=573ed225962 lf4acc913b87a18839dc0 

2 of3 

notes Prof. Wilkinson, who was arrested in 1993 for protesting against 
logging in Clayoquot Sound. "But the wave crests and then it recedes. As a 
culture we're faddish, and the evangelical world is no different." 

The wave may have hit the U.S. and the West Coast, but there's scant 
evidence of it in the rest of Canada. The Evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada, an umbrella organization for 28 denominations representing 
approximately 2.5 million Canadians, has shown little interest in the 
subject but for its 1995 Bible study guide called "God's Earthkeepers." 

Gail Reid, editor of Fellowship, the magazine for the hardy evangelical 
minority within the United Church, says her congregation is so preoccupied 
with the raging debate within the church over the divinity of Christ that 
the environment-along with most other issues-has been pushed off the 
agenda. 

Still, it is undeniably true that conservative evangelicals are 
increasingly estranged from their historic allies on the political right, 
the free market nee-conservatives, and environmental policy is one of the 
points of conflict. That could drive evangelicals closer to religious 
liberals, who long ago traded the hair shirt for a hemp shirt. Tom . 
Robinson, New Brunswick-based spokesman for Barnabas, the key group that 
promotes evangelical reform in the Anglican church, thinks there is room 
for accommodation. "Environment issues are one of those things on which we 
can agree," he argues. Mr. Robinson believes evangelicals may also be 
willing to overlook the Green Goddess theology that inspires some elements 
of the environmental movement. 

But will greens be willing to overlook their philosophical disagreements 
with Christians, whether liberal or conservative? Many traditional 
environmentalists see Judea-Christian orthodoxy as their implacable enemy, 
because it holds that human beings are special and that human domination 
of the planet is a good thing. 

Vancouver televangelist Bernice Gerard, who got involved with Visions for 
the Earth at the request of Vision TV, finds that evangelicals are very 
cautious in their dealings with environmentalists because of their New Age 
associations. She is sceptical that alliances between liberal and 
conservative church factions will succeed. 

Calvin Beisner, professor of Interdisciplinary Studies at Covenant 
(Presbyterian) College in Georgia, cautions evangelicals to remember that 
environmentalists are often narrowly focused on the protection of plants 
and animals, typically at the expense of people. He points to the campaign 
to rid the world of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), chemicals used in 
refrigeration which have been associated with the destruction of the ozone 
layer. If that campaign succeeds, he notes, the net effect will be to 
raise the cost of refrigeration around the world. "Since the poor are 
least able to afford refrigeration anyway, you raise the threshold of 
income at which the poor will be able to begin to afford adequate 
refrigeration. You delay the time at which you reduce the incidence of 
food borne disease," says Prof. Beisner. He adds that environmental 
protection usually follows from higher standards of living: "If you slow 
economic advance, you will also slow protection of the environment." 
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HEADLINE: 'Black Nativity' uneven despite its sincerity Choral production refreshing in directness 
of devotional message 

BYLINE: Mark Sadd 

BODY: 

INTENDED by its producer to become a holiday classic in our city, 

"Black Nativity" - largely a black gospel music review on the theme of 

the Christmas story - does not belie its raw newness. 

Every classic needs a start in its life. Perhaps "Black Nativity" 

requires a second one. 

On Thursday night, the Charleston Stage Company introduced "Black 

Nativity," a string of 22 solo and choral numbers such as "Oh, What a 

Pretty Little Baby" and "So Many Wonderful Things" threaded loosely 

with the spoken words of the late, graceful American poet Langston 

Hughes. 

The chorus of 17 or so is discernibly earnest, but its performance is 

uneven, at times energized and at other times simply bland. 

The choicest parts of the evening are delivered to the feet (and to 

the ears) of the audience by the most seasoned performers. 

Jimmie McKnight delivers "The Greatest Gift" of the program with a 
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tender sincerity that amplified the gladness of the Christmas season. 

Later, McKnight alters the mood with the higher-powered "We Shall Be 

Changed." And, in fact, we were. 

Joann Saunders sings "Go Tell It On the Mountain" in good fashion. The 

crowd seemed rather pleased with the determination of Don Gresby, 

especially with his solo, "His Will Be Done." 

Despite the shortcomings of "Black Nativity," it was pleasantly 

strange to attend a Christmas show that does not aspire to the heights 

of contrived diversity in which there are gratuitous, strained nods to 

every religious and irreligious tradition. 

(I once suffered through a winter solstice spectacle that featured a 

prancing Mr. Claus and a kick-line of stiffened snow- and 

frost-people, whose labors left me as cold.) 

No way around it. "Black Nativity" is purely and simply a devotional 

to Jesus. Who woulda thought it? 

"Black Nativity" continues at the West Virginia State College Capitol 

Center Theatre in Charleston tonight, Saturday, Dec. 17, 18 and 19. 

The performance begins at 8 p.m 
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