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DFLers file complaint over colleague's anti-Semitic remark 
ByMOROECAISPECKTOR 

Asslslanl Editor 

A Min11oota legislator has been 
lormally charged wi\h an ethics 
vi11IJlion Im making a remark taken 
to ht' an anti-Scrni1ic slur on the 
0oor of 1hc slate tlousc or Rcprc­
senta1i vc!s. 

During a debate hh. 23 over the 
111k governing the kind or prayer 
u<;eJ lo open llousc sessions, Rep. 
A, Ion Lindner, R-Corcoran, turned 
lo Rep. Michael Paymar, DFL-S1. 
Paul. who is Jewish, and said, 
" .. don'I impose your irreligious 
ldl views on me." 

l.rndntr's rcmirk was mcl by 
t;ilsps and hissing. A number or 
kgislators lhcn rose on the House 
11nm and condemned his statement. 

The represt'nlativcs were voting 
on a proposed change lo 1hc pcrma­
nt'nt tlouse rules regarding the 
d1aplain's opening prayer - for 
lhc four1h lime in two ycan. The 
prop~,~al st,ughl lo delete phrases 
rt"qumng a prayer. 1h11 is "nonde­
nominational" and "resrecu lhc 
1rl11~1nus divt"rsil)' of lhe House." 

Those phrases were inserted in 
the. rules la.st ycu follow mg com­
plamls abou1 a youlb choir stogmg 
a Chnsuan hymn ao open lhe lcgis­
lauvc seu,on. The changes 10 1he 
rules were approved on • largely 
partisan vo1e· in the Rcpebhc:an­
conuolled House. 

"It certainly shocked me that he 
would say tha1 ... cspcc1ally. on the 
0oor or the House.·• Paymar lold 
the AJW last week. "I look ,1 very 
personally I didn't say anythtng 
... bu1 several or my colleagues 
blas1cd Rep. Lindner tor making 
such an inapproprtate and orren­
~1vc st11cmen1." 

At the end o( 1he House session. 
60 lawmaken. both DFL. Jnd Re­
publican. ~,gned a formal "dissent 
and pro1est'' rcgardin,z Lindner s 
remarks. Prin1ed in the of ftcial daily 
~.oumal or 1he House. it said. in part: 

Reprcscnta11ve Lindner defamed 
people or the Jewish faith by caJling 
them meh~1ous and impugnan~ the 
sincerity ol thcu rd1g1ous 
hehef s • -. Rcprcsen1at1 ve Lindner s 
remarks do damage 10 the tradition 
o( rclt~1ous tolerance that we enjoy 
'" lhe Slate of Mtnnt'sota and we 
mu,1 fon:dully prolcJI anJ J1uen1 ... 

Also. on Feb. 2,. four DFL rep­
resentatives filed an e1hics com­
plain1 wi1h .1he House speaker. The 
complainl will be referred to the 
bipartisan House Ethics Commil­
rcc. which is obliged lo consider 
1hc mailer before the end of the 
legislative session. The commiuee 
could recommend disciplinary ac­
tion. such as a reprimand~ any rec­
ommcnda11on would go to 1he full 
House lor disposition. 

At a Feb. 24 press conference 
announccng 1he intenuon to file an 
c:1hics complaint. Rep. Ann Rest. 
DFL-New Hope - one of 1hc four 
Dcmocr:uic House members bring­
ing the complaint - ,;tated. "Char­
Jctenzing Rep. Pay mar' s Jewish 
lailh as 'irreligious' is oulragcous. 
II seems dear that Rep. Lindner 
does not believe 1hal a person can 
be pious or principled if they arc 



nut of his raith. There was ab')o­
lu1cly no jus1ifil:ation for his re­
marks." 

In a Feb. 25 leller to the DH. 
I louse caucus, Paymar uprcsscd 
his desire nol lo be "'involved in the 
rthics complaint" that his ml­
leagues filed, although he wrote 
that he appreciated their dfort 
Paymar stated that he diJ not in­
tend "to become the lightning rod 
in this conuoversy over prayer in 
the llouse .... I want lo make sure 
that the focus remains on the larger 
issue and not on me as an indi­
vidual." 

Christian conservatives in the 
Minnesota House believe that vis­
iting chaplains should be allowed 
to say whatever type or prayer they 
desire - hequcnlly, the opening 
prayer ha~ been said in the nam,: of 
Jesus Christ. 

In an interview with the AJW, 
Rep. Arion Lindner-who holds .a 
master of divinity degree from 
Central Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Minneapolis - upresseJ 
dismay lhat the House rule on 
prayer was chanced last year. 
•··cause it's been nothing but con­
fusion and a problem for those of 
us lhat actually believe that prayer 
means 1omc1hin1." 

During the t=cb 2l House de­
bate, hoth Linliner and House Ma­
jorily Leader Tim Pawlenly sug­
gested that lhme who object 10 such 
prayers rnuld leave the House floor. 

''The staternenlS 1ha1 Jewish 
mcmhers and other mcmhers arc 
expected to kave (the House Ooor 
during the prayed shows lhe tre­
mendous insensitivity to lhe rights 
of anyone who isn't of lhe domi­
nant religion," remarked Rep. Mall 
Entcnza, OM.-S1. Paul, who inili• 
atrd the protest pelilion and is one 
or the legislators filing the ethics 
complaint against Lindner. 

··1 think ii' s impor1an1 lo call this 
remark what it was, which was 
clearly anti-Semitic, and inOamma­
tory, and derogatory lo all Jewish 
people And it requires a very s1rong 
reaction.'' Entenza tolJ the AJW. 

He pointeJ oul thal l.indner's 
conservative positions arc well 
known to his I louse colleagues, 
hut thal he "crossed the line this 
time= .. insleild of a1tad.ing people 
on a politic al basis, he lahclcd Jew­
ish people 'ineligious. "' 

l·or his part, I .indner allowed that 
his remark to Paymar "probably 
wasn't ma)'bc the best choice of 
words," but said that Paymar, dur­
ing his remarks on the House Ooor, 

Rep. Arion Lindner: It"• • 
problem for thoH of ua that 
actually b1ll1v1 that prayer 
means 1omethlng. 

"looked right at me, and s1ar1ed 
using my name ... " 

Lindner said that he ,hould not 
he e•pccled "10 just stand still and 
lake the kind of crap. basically, 
that Rep Paymar wu dishing out 
and then not respond 10 it." 

As 10 the allegation that his re­
mark was anti-Semitic. Lindner 
jocularly remarked lhal Pay mar has 
accused him of ·"being par1 or the 
Christian right, and 1he religious 

right..and I kind of got bad hy 
saying, if I'm on the religious right. 
he's on the irreligious lch." 

Lindner said lhal he approal hcJ 
Rep. Jim Rhodes. a Repuhli(;an leg -
islator frnm suburhan Minnc.1po­
lis, who is Jewish. lollowrng the 
hh. 2l incident and explained that 
his remarks were nol ''Jiredcd at 
Jews in general. her ausc I love 
Jewish people, I love lsrat'I And I 
have studied Israel's history anJ 
the Old Testament, and, you le.now, 
the law and the prophets mean a 101 
lo me. And I wouldn't want lo do 
anything that even appeared like I 
was anti-Jew or something. hccau\C 
I'm not." 

In a press slalcmenl la~, wrd. 
Steven tluneis, president ur the 
Jewish Community Rela1inns 
Council (JCRC). condemned the 
change in the llousc rulcs to allow 
sectarian prayers. and LinJncr's 
"disparaging comments" to 
Pay mar. 

''Simple deccnt.:y also t:ompds 
an apology in this mall~r." said 
Hunegs. "Al the same time. the 
JCRC hopes lo transform these ugly 
comments into a learning opportu­
nity. State Rep. Lindner anJ the 
JCRC will be meeting in the near 
foture to discuss the si1ua11on." 




