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)rayer How do you define 'religious tolerance' when it 
comes to the prayers said at the opening of 

Minnesota House floor sessions? 
• 

lrlan Liberals are trying to intimidate Christians 

,n. his commen­
a iield from the 
in the halls of 

:)on·t tell a per-

M ucll bas been written con­
cerning my remarks dur­

ing the ~innesota House 
debate on Feb. 23 regarding 
the prayer before each • House 
session. 
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•ir of the House 1 

'."ay m the name A little background might be helpful to set the 
, record stra12ht. For 142 years. a wide variety of 

the combusuble , ~innesotans from diverse religious traditions pro-
i,l 1 tics. It often vided prayer to open the House session: Lutberam. 
mmon sense and '.'duslims. Catholics. Jews. Baptists and those of 
founders of our I Native Amencan faiths. just to name a few . 

.-te 16 of the Bill ! In January 1999. a choir from Totino-Grace High 
n. which states: School in Fridley was invited to smg for the opening 

by law to any , prayer ceremony. Keeping w1th the school's reli-
: worsrup.·· Tbis g1ous tradition. the choir sang a beautiful song 
:sdom in perrmt- based on the Apostles· Creed. Afterward. Rep. 
ne House of ~ichael Paymar. DFL-St. Paul. and a few other 
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legislators expressed their discomfort because the 
name Jesus Christ was used in the words of the 
song. 

Rather than sunply accepting the differences in 
faith. Reps. Betty \kCollum. DFL-North SL Paui. 
and Peggy Lepp1k. R-Golden Valley, after sbammg 
some legistators. managed to place new restrictiom 
and quaiificauons for prayer mto the House ruie:s. 
Rep. Lepplk adnutted on the House floor that lb.is 
was done mam.ly to stop Christians from praying in 
Jesus ·s name. which those wbo prayed seldom did 
anyway. 
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This session. I joined several of my House col­
league to undo this intolerant change, to restore the 
rules to what they bad been for 142 years - to 
allow individuals to pray according to their beliefs . 
whatever their religious tradition may be. Most 
members. including myself. appreciated the natural 
diversity that came f CQm this freedom of expres­
sion. I am pleased that a bipartisan majority of the 
House agreed and voted to remove the restrictive 
language. 

During the Feb. 23 debate. I told Rep. Paymar. 
who opposed this restoration of the House rules. not 
to impose his "irreligious left" views on me. I 
meant my remarks on the "irreHgious left" to con• 
trast the ov~ and often-abused term "religious 
right" But because I was speaking to Rep. Paymar, 
a legislator of Jewish faith. he and other legislators 
tried to capitalize politically by arguing that my 
statement was intolerant. or even anti-Semitic. 

This is absurd and absolutely untrue. In my 
speech on the House floor. I did not make any ref­
erence whatsoever to Rep. Paymar beq Jewish. I 
love the Jewish people and the nation of lsra~. My 
Christian faith. after all. has deep and precious 
roots in Judaism.. 

This strategy by those on the political left to stop 
debate through intimidation and victimization must 
stop. It is destructive to lbe free and open political 
proces, our founders worked so hard to create and 
our soldien have fought so bard to protect. 

While preaching tolerance and acceptuce. the 
political irreligious left has singled out Christians 
for di.scriminatioo. It has an agenda. and Cuistians 
are increasingly the target. During tbe debate on 
tbe House prayer la.st January. Rep. Phyllis Kahn. 
DFL-Minneapolis. compared using tbe name Jr 
in the choir's soog to intimidating Jewish peopL 
tbe way Adolf Hiller had done during tbe Holocaust. 

These sorts of inflammatory statements have led 
some of the more deranged memben of society to 
commit violence towards Christians. Thlnt of Larry 
Gene Ashbrook shouting. ··rt·s all bullL. wbat you 

. believe!" as be shot up a Forth Wortll dmrcb last 
year. Or the high school student in Kentuci:y who 
opened fire on a prayer group in 19'7. Or Dylan 
Klebold and Eric Hams targeting Christians. al~ 
with African-American students a.ad aLbJ.etes, at 
Columbine High School. Where is tlus extreme 
hatred these people evidently have of Clristiao com­
ing from? 

The charges that I defamed people of Jewish faith 
by calling them •'irreligious·· are bogus and nothing 
more than a t.hinl y veiled attempt to di.1cr!d.it me m 
an election year. ~y conservative repaution. my 
deeply held beliefs and convictiom. combined with 
the fact that I have led a Wednesday morning fel­
lowship group for four years. has apparently made 
me a political target. 

I earnestly hope that the liberal members of the 
House will stop being thought and speeal police sc 
we can get on with the business of g09ffl'li"'! the 
state of Minnesota. 
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