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TODAY 
.AT THE 

CAPITOL 
House ( meetings In 
State Office 
BulldlflC) 
• 7:30 a.m.: 
use of feder­
al welfare 
block grant. 
,ncreased 
sanctions 
tor welfare 
rec10Ients. 
nousing 

( 

A 

Legislature 
2000 

oevetopment fund: HeaM 
and Human SeMces Policy, 
Room 10 
■ 8 a.m.: Governor's mIn1-
caoinet repart on work force 
aeve1ooment: Room 200 
• 10 a.m.: Increased penal­
ties and drrver s license 
sanctions tor unoerage per­
sons attempting to pur­
chase alcohol or tobacco 
orooucts with false tOs: 
Cnme Prevention. Basement 
Heanng Room 
• 10 a.m.: Profile of Leam­
ing: Educat,on Polley. Room 
200 
• 10 a.m.: Medical pl'OVlder 
tax. use of tobacco settle­
ment revenues: Taxes. 
Room 5 
Senate 
(meetings In Capitol) 
• 8:30 a.m.: Full vote on 
appa,ntment of Steve Minn 
as Commerce commIssIon-­
er: Senate cnamoer 
■ 10 a.m.: Medical records 
pnvacv. crediting tobacco 
settlement revenues to 
nealtn care access fund: 
Health and Family Secunty 
Committee. Room 15. 
• Noon: Cultural and arts 
center reQuests: Govern­
mental Operations Budget 
0MSIOn. Room 15 
• 2 p.m.: Regulating paint 
ball guns: Commerce Com­
mittee. Room 112 
• 7 p.m.: Privacy. conhden­
t1a11ty ano secrecy of finan­
cial recoras: Judiciary Sub­
committee on Data Privacy 
ano Informat1on Polley. 
Room 15 

STATEWIDE 

Minnesota's 

CAPITOL 
BRIEFING 

RELIGION 

HouH dally prayers wlll 
chance: Prayers that cater to 
specific denominations will be 
heard again in the state House of 
Representatives. But the daily 
prayers will have to be led by 
chaplains from different religions. 
the House decided Wednesday. 

Tbe change brings the prayer 
rule back to what it was before it 
was changed last year. after some 
members objected to a perfor• • 
mance by a Christian choir. On a 
vote of 71-60. the prayer. which 
occurs before floor sessions. no 
longer is required to be nonde­
nomina tiona l. By a 79-52 vote. 
eac.b prayer no longer bas to 
"respect the religious diversity of 

'--~~-~ 
. • -?=~ ddleKai 

...•• :-l"'T ,. 
..AQ~2~_:;~-.-~~ 
HOME:-Winona:•~ ;;;~ the House." 

.. Our goal is not to have prayer 
that is so watered down and 
generic," said Rep. Tim Pawlenty, 
R-Eagan. "A generic prayer by 
definition in many faiths can't be 
a prayer." 

Countered Rep. Peggy Leppik. 
R-Golden Valley: "Better that we 
sbow tolerance and respect on a 
daily basis." rather than try to 
offer diversity over the long term. 

Rep. Arion Lindner. R-Corcoran. 
who bolds a master of divinity 
degree. said the majority of legis­
lators are Christian. and if mem­
bers don't want to listen to a 
Christian prayer. they can wait 
outside the House chamber until 
after the prayer is said. 

After Rep. Michael Paymar. 
DFL-St. Paul. objected to spend­
ing time and energy on the LSSUe, 
Lindner referred to him as irreli­
gious. 

That prompted Rep. Matt 
Entenza. DFL-St. Paul. to pass a 
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Congressional Dmrict. has opened 
a campaign office in SL Paul and 
plans next week to kick off his 
candidacy for the U.S. Senate seat 
now held by Minnesota Republi­
c an Sen. Rod Grams. PeMy. a 
DFLer. established bis campaign 
committee several w@eks ago. He 
joins a crowded field. Six other 
DFLers have already announced 
their candidacies for the Grams 
seat. 

- LYNDA MCOONNELL. STAFF ~ITER 

Jack Geller, preside: 
ceater. said the. report ir 
recommendations. Am, 
was the establishment c 
money to help peoplf 
Minnesota defray the t 
of access. 

•411ie state bas to n 
cannot be in a positioo 
winners and losers." Gt 

petition reprimanding Lindner for TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
a breach of ethical standards. It 
was signed by 59 members as of 
late afternoon. 

Sen. Steve Kelley, 0: 
and a telecommwucac 
said the report migt 
apply needed prmure 
so they know Internet 
quality access. 

- DEBRA O co-..NOR. $TAFT -...RITER 

: CAMPAIGN 

Penny open• office for race: 
' Tim Penny. former V .S. Repre­

sentative from Minnesota's First 

Rural Internet service recom• 
mended: Regardless of where 
thev II ve. ~innesotans should 
exp·ect access to high-speed. 
broadband Internet service, 
according to a report by the Cen• 
ter for Rural Policy and Develop­
menL at Minnesota State Uruvers1-
ty in Mankato. 

Among the report ·s 
ommendations: The st; 
favor one tecbno 
another: policies sbo1 
entrepreneur1alism a 
tion. and should re 
needs for educat1on 
among aH consumers 
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Nicholas O'Hara, leader of Mir 
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