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t>Flen fll• complalnt over 
, emuk: Four Oemocratlc­
' a, mer-Labor stale represenla-
, v1•s on Monday formally flied an 
t hirs c.omplaint alleging that 
i,•11 Arion Lindner, R-Corcoran, 
1olated 1 'accrpted norms of 
l,111st• llt'havior" ln a comment he 

·nade last week about a fellow 
, ·pres.-ntative. 
Hrp. Elaine Harder, R.Jackson. 

li11irwoman of the four-person 
t•:thiC'S Committee, said no dale 
t1as l>Cfn set for a hearing on the 
11l(•galio11. 

During a tM,ate last week over 
• tip pr a yen used lo open each 
I1011-;e session. Lindner said lo 
l(ep. Michael Paymar, DFL.£t. 
l'aul " . . don·t Impose your 
,1 religious ldl views on me." 
\11hsequently, 64 llouse members 
,i~ned a stalt>ment of "protest 
,111t dissent," which was published 
,1 the House Journal. 

In the statement, they said 
I .iudner's comment lo Paymar, 
who Is Jewish, bad defamed all 
11'tlplt> o( the Jcwi.c;h faith. 

The original 11st of rt1presenU1• 
: i ves signing the statement 
1nd11dr1I 52 Uemorratic-Farmer-
1.al,or r Pl•rt•Jentatlve, and 12 
·lf'J>Ubllcan, On Monday, two 
!tt·µublicaos - Reps. Tony 
Kidkucki, R-Lester Prairie, and 
Julie Storm, R..St Peter - with­
Ir <'W their names from the list 
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Senate p•u•• newborn blll: 
I ht• St·nafe Monday unanimously 
1,1-;•wd a • •• 1 that would allow 
11t1lht'rs t ave their miwborn 
1t1l1ies at ho:,pitals without fear of 
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Foley. DFL-Cooo Rapids, said: 
"Wbal lbls l!, ls oolhlo1 more 
than a way of saving a clilld." 

A key supporter or the blll is 
A rcbblsbop Harry Flynn of the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Min­
neapolis. Among the supporting 
orgaoJiations are the Minnesota 
Hospital Association. the Minneso­
ta Public Health Assoclalloo. the 
Minnesota Association of Pedl­
atrlC3 and lbe Minnesota Nur5lng 
Association. 

The bill passed through the Seo­
ate 's usual committee proces, 
before lt wu taken up by the full 
body. In the House, however, the 
bill, whJcb was sponsored by Rep. 
Luanne Koskinen, DFL-Coon 
llaplds, was refused a bearing by 
the chairman of the House Health 
and Human Services Polley Com­
mittee, Rep. Fran Bradley, R­
Hocbester. So supporters asked 
the House lo suspend the ruleJ in 
order to bring the bill directly lo 
the floor for consideration. Tbe 
House voted 70-62 Monday 
against that moUoo. 

Koskloto, who favors abortion 
rights, said her version of the blll 
- the same as passed by lbe 
Senate - needs no funding 
because an aoooymou.s donor bas 
offered to pay for brochures and 
televlslon staUon., have promJsed 
free air Ume to public~ the la''"· 
She ls con~rned that some legi.!­
laton want to attach abortion 
amendments lo a similar bill. 

"It's the abortion poUtlo \\ Web 
really killed this bill," Koskinen 
said. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 

PropoMI to abolllh department 
procHdt: A proposal to abolish 
th() Department of Public Service 
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the merger would provide mlnl­
mal government reform. The 
Public Servtce Department regu­
lates utllltles, wblle the Com­
merce Department rrgulates 
banltlng, Insurance and securi­
ties. Only the weWil! and mea­
sures dlvisioo of ihe public ser­
vice unit remains. 

"Why would rou put uUUty reg­
ulation with nsuraoce7" said 
Rep. Greg Davids, R-Preston. the 
bill's sponsor. 

Last week, the Senate over­
wbelmlogly voted to ou!t Steve 
Minn as rommbsloner of publlc 
!lfrvlce and rommerc.-e. 

Davids• bill was endorsed by 
the House Subcommittee on Reg­
ulated Industries. It was expected 
lo be beard lo at least two other 
committees this week. No one 
bad committed lo carrying the 
bill ln the Senate yet. 
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Martr blll defHled: Another 
campaign finance blll brought 
another defeat for Senate Elec­
tion Laws Chairman John Marty. 

Marty, DFl.rRosevllle, wale.bed 
as the commllltt stripped volun­
lal}' spending llmJl.1 from hb bill, 
whlcb also would lnrreue tbe 
amount tupayen could be refund­
ed for poll Uc al contributions. 

Tbe provision to lncruse the 
madmnm refund to SIOO for !in­
gle fliers and noo for marrlPd 
filers cle.ared the commiltee on 1 
voice vo~. with Marty di.s5eoUng 
alone. e, Increasing the mad­
mum refund, donors might be 
willing lo contribute more. 

Marty, who lost other campalgn 
·'lance battles this year, viewed 

f refund portion as a trade--0ff 
ror llmJt., on spending by political 
h11rffp11 •nd {'IUCUlet Bis blll 
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It also would require doctors lo 
speak with pros~tlve p■UeolJ 
and provide certain Information 
on fetal development. 

The rommJUtt, whkh considers 
only lhe fi..,cal Impact. voted 7-1 
ln favor of the blll. Two DFLers 
were absent. Rep. Luanne Koski­
nen. DFL·Coon Rapids, voted 
against the bill. 

Bouse Speaker Steve Svlggum, 
n-Kenyon, bas 11ld the Bouse 
would do wbatenr It could to 
pas., the bill. 

Whether the Senate would pass 
or Gov. Jesse Ventura would sign 
such a bill ls qu~UOOBble. Ventu­
ra repeatedly bas said be sup­
ports legalh.ed aborUon. 
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BIii would Uaht•n requlre­
menl1: Rep. Doug Reuter llkelJ 
would lose bis seal when be 
moves to Teus II the Legislature 
agrees to a bill approved by the 
Senate Election Laws Committee. 

The blll, which would take 
eHed u soon H Gov. Jesse Ven­
tura signed It, would allow any 
consUlueol lo seek the removal of 
a leglslator who no longer calls 
the dbtrlct home. 

Re~ldency requirements are 
ambiguous when It comu lo 
removal, aa.Jd spon.,or Seo. Davf! 
Klel5, R..Sl tioud. 

"Once someone h no longer 
qualifll'd lo run for office, they're 
no longer quallfled to serve," 
Kleis sa.Jd 

Reuter, an Owatonna lndepen­
denl, hopes to finish bis term 
because be (ears no special elec­
tion would be held and his district 
would be without representation 
until NovemtN!r. He pla"' to cor­
respond with constr its by 
J)honf" and t,.MaJI. 
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Carruthers ;+ 

won't seek~ 
re-election 
DEBRA O'CONNOR SJAff WRIJER , • ; 

Rep. Phil Carruthers, speak~~of 
the state's House of Represeota­
Uvcs from 1997 to 1998, bas dedd­
ed nut to seek r~lecUon and bas 
accepted a Job as chief prosecutor 
of the Ramsey County attorney's 
om~. 

.. This Is something I've been 
thinking about for some time,'' 
Carruthers, DFL-Brooklyn Center, 
said Monday. "I have young klds, 
an I I-year-old boy and an ft.yeAJ'­
old boy. I wanted lo spend more 
lime with them. And 14 yean just 
seemed enough. It's ucltlng and 
satlsf ying, but at the same time 
very demanding. It's tough to baJ­
an~ family life and also your sec­
ond job with that schedule." 

Carruthers was on the Metropoli­
tan Council for nearly four yean 
and was first elected to the Home 
In 1986. He served as Hoam 
majorily leader from 1913 to 11,s. 
Carruthers lost his posltloo 11 
speaker when ltepubllcan vlctorle5 
In 1998 put the D,mocratlc­
Farmer-Labor party ln the minori­
ty. He would have made the urne 
decision If the DFL wer~ stlll in 
lhe majority In the House. be said. 

Carruthers works as a prosetu­
t.or for several cities and bas a prt. 
vale law practi~ In which be doe5 
criminal work and civil litigation. 

People who have expresstd 
interest ln his seat are Todd Paul­
son, a lobbyist for Common CauSt> 
who Ls on the Metropolitan Coun­
Cili Debra IIIJstrom, a Brooklyn 
ri,,,111r ,~,, v ('r,11nrll l11f>111hrt wJ,n 




