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as high temperatures reached 55 degrees, just shont o/
of 58 set in 1976. However, several cities 1n southern
set records. St. Paul parks workers Mike Leonard, left, and Harry
Preus on Frniday began the work of disassembling the hockey nink at
the Langford Park Recreation Center in St. Anthony Park.

Springlike weather will continue through the weekend. The National
Weather Service calls tor high temperatures in the 40s today with
a chance of serers this afternoon, On Sunday, temperature
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tat Lo buiie oF yedr Said Matt Lovis goimeleorsty
gist with the National Weather Service in Chanh
Some outdoor winter activities will go on, howevcr. Phil Peterson,
Independent
Association, said Friday thal members of his association — includ-
ing Afton, Buck Hill, Welch and Wild Mountain — are far from
throwing in the towel. “‘There are several feet of compressed snow
on the slopes,” he said. "'When you have that kind ot a base
buildup, the rain runs underneath, so you just groom the surface."
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House spat over remark escalates

® Religious comment
touches a nerve

PATRICK SWEENEY S1aFF WRITER

A dispute in the Minnesota House
over a state representative calling
another “irreligious” continued Fri-
day and — rather than heading
toward resolution — seemed to be
escalating.

Rep. Arlon Lindner, a Republican
from Corcoran who often leads a
House-Senate prayer and Bible study
group, said he had no plans to apolo-
glze for applying the label to Rep.

"
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[

Michael Paymar, a St. Paul Demo-
crat who is Jewish.

And Lindner said he may make a
written reply to an assertion by 30
other Democrats that his comment
to Paymar defamed all Jewish peo-
ple.

Paymar, although he said Friday
he does not want to be a party to a
House ethics complaint against Lind-
ner, said he respected the efforts by
Democratic colleagues to pursue a
formal House ethics complaint. The
complaint, scheduled to be filed Mon-
day, alleges that Lindner's comment
violated accepted standards for
House bebavior or could bring the
House into disrepute.

The Jewish Community Relations

Council of Minnesota and the Dako- DETAILS
tas also entered the fray, calling Vhe Jewish
Lindner's comments “ugly” and urg- Community
ing him to apologize. Relatlons

It is not unusual for legislators, Councllof

especially in the House, to allow
their debate over issues lo escalate
into questioning each other's
motives. Normally, such squabbles
end quietly with an apology or with
an acknowledgment by people on
both sides that intemperate com-
ments were made.

In this case, the debate was root-
ed in the volatile issue of religion,
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® Summit-University
activist dies at 72

SARAH MCKENZIE STAFF WRITER

Blllle Dove Carter taught her children
not to worry about falling down The real
challenge, she was fond of saying, comes
in learning to pick yourself up afterward.
Carter, a community activist instrumen-
tal in securing federal financing for the
Oxford Pool and Playground in the Sum-
mit-University neighborhood of St Paul,
died Monday from pneumonia and diabet-
lc complications She was 72

when to pour on the
honey,” said former
St. Paul Mayor
George Latimer, who
spoke at Carler's
funeral Friday.
Carter worked on
Latimer's campaigns
for school board and
mayor.

Carter, a mother
of six, was an advo-
cate for improving
inner-city schools. She also worked to
spruce up her own neighborhood in the
Summit-University area

T otiemng oot ch v b0

Carter

bypass plans to construct the Oxford Pool
and Playground. Carter made it clear to
public officials when she was upsel with
their conduct, he said.

“It is very important in public work to
have truth-tellers like her. Although she
was unflinching in ber advocacy, she com-
bined it with extraordinary humanity,”
Latimer said.

Carter was a member of the National
Assoclation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People, the Inter-Cultural Education
Committee, the St. Peter Catholic Church
Claver Action Club and other neighbor-
hood groups. She also held a number of
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has daily coverage of state
government,

said.

Lillebaug's campaign didn't
immediately provide a cost for the
proposal.
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The {ssue barely made it out of
committee. The vote was split and
the chalrman ruled that it should
move to the floor.

The bill's sponsor, Rep. Mike

ealth and soclal services.
partnership, known as Achieve-
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SPAT/House Democrats pursuing ethics complaint
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and Paymar and many of his DFL
colleagues thought Lindner was out of
bounds for criticizing Paymar as he
did, and then not immediately apolo-
gizing for it.

On Friday, Lindner acknowledged
that he was caught up in the heat of
the debate and said if he had to do it
again, he probably would not have
called Paymar Irreligious. But Lind-
ner reiterated that be bad no plans to
apologize.

The dispute started Wednesday
when House Republicans used their
majority clout to revoke a year-old
rule requiring that the prayer said at
the opening of each House session be
a nondenominational one that respects
the diversity of faiths among mem-
. bers. The Republican contended the
. rule was so restrictive that the chlr

lains Invited to lead the prayer could
not mention Jesus Christ.

In part, the squabble was political.
Although there are Jews in both par-
ties, the Democrats argued last year
and again on Wednesday for a nonde-
nominational prayer, and the Republi-

cans argued for rotating prayers that
might be associated with one faith or
religious tradition.

The motion to change the rule was
made by Majority Leader Tim Paw-
lenty, R-Eagan. oppos
mar acc Lindner and other House
members supporting the motion of
belng disrespectful of his faith.

Lindner said most of the House
members are Christians, and he sald
Paymar could stay out of the House
chamber during any prayer he found
1offensive.

“Just don't come,” Lindner said. 1
don’'t come sometimes for some
prayers here. There's some groups
that pray here that I stay out of
room. . . . But don’t impose your irre-
ligious left views on me.”

On Thursday, 30 House members,
all DFLers, placed a notice of
“protest and dissent” in the House
Journal alleging that Lindner had
defamed all Jews by his comments.
Rep. Ron Abrams, who is Jewish and
a Republican, sald he found Lindner's
comments offensive — regardless of
whether they specifically were
addressed to Jews.

it, Pay--

“I think they were outrageous,”
Abrams sald. ‘'l think they were
offensive to the body, and | believe
they represented the views solely of
Rep. Lindner.”

On Friday, Lindner said he had not
planned to comment during the
rnrayer debate, but he felt “baited”

to doing so because Paymar men-
tioned him by name. And Paymar
said,”] felt like his comments were
specifically directed at me because I
am Jewish.”

Lindner angrily reacted to the
louse Journal protest, saying he had
no intention of maligning Jews.

“I have all the respect in the world
for Jewish people,” Lindner said. “I
love Jewish people, I love the nation
of Israel. . . . Our Christian faith has
its foundation In Judaism.”

Pawlent{ refused to say Lindoer
should apologize. But he said, “I think
his comments were lnﬂammntory He
didn’t Intend them to be hurtful; obvi-
ously they have been hurtful "

Patrick Sweeney, who covers state govern
ment and politics, can be reached at
psweeney@ploneerpress.com or (651) 228
5253.
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Woman found gulity In murder case: A jury
in Polk County has convicted a 35-year-old
Osceola woman of being an accessory to the
murder of a Garfield Township dairy farmer
last May.

A speclal jury brought in from Ashland County
because of pretrial publicity took about two bours
to return with a verdict Thursday after a three-
day trial of Sarah Johnson on the first-degree
homicide charge. The charge carries a “ruul
20 years to life in prison. Sentencing be set 2
later date.

Johnson was charged with being an accessory
after Polk County District Attorney Mark Biller
accused her of reneging on a plea agreement on
a lesser charge of removing evidence from a
crime scene. He claimed she had agreed (o tes-
tify truthfully in the pending trial of Muz
Krueger, accused of shooting her busba
Roland Krueger, 60.

An Investigation based on Initial statements
made by Johnson indicated Mary Krueger shot
her husband after he had oral sex with Johnsoa
In the couple’s farm home. Johnson said Mary
Krueger had forced her to come to the bome to
engage in sex because she intended to catch her
husband in the act and take pictures.Mary
Krueger's trial Is scheduled to begin next
month.

— GARY DAWSON, STAFF WRITER
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Why choose Sable? The list goes on and






