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This bill creates an Anoka County-Blaine Stadium Authority to construct and operate a 
football stadium for the Minnesota Vikings in Blaine. The bill requires the authority to enter into 
a long-term use agreement with the Vikings, and a development and financing agreement with 
Anoka County, the city of Blaine, and the Vikings. The bill authorizes the issuance of bonds by 
the authority and Anoka County to pay for costs associated with the stadium. 

Section 1 [Stadium construction materials and equipment exemption.] exempts all 
construction materials and equipment used or incorporated in the construction of the stadium 
from state sal~s and use tax for a period ending one year after the first NFL game is played in the 
stadium.· 

Section 2 [Statement of purpose.] includes legislative finding that construction of an NFL 
stadium in Blaine serves the public purposes of retaining the Minnesota Vikings in the state and 
promoting economic development. Includes findings that the stadium should be financed as a 
public-private partnership and that the stadium should be coordinated with transportation and 
transit plans. 

Section 3 [Defmitions.] 

Subdivision 1 provides that the defined terms have the meanings given. 

Subdivision 2 "Authority" is the Anoka County-Blaine Stadium Authority. 



Subdivision 3 "Sports facilities" means the stadium, related adjoining structures, practice 
facilities, related infrastructure and parking. 

Subdivision 4 "Stadium district" means a district (to be jointly designated by Anoka 
County, Blaine and the authority) that includes the stadium and no more than 740 acres 
surrounding the sports facilities. 

Section 4 [Loc~tion.] states that the stadium is to be located in Blaine. 

Section 5 [Anoka County-Blaine Stadium Authority.] 

Subdivision 1 establishes the Anoka County-Blaine Stadium Authority. 

Subdivisionl_ 9rgyige.s thatJhe.autliority is t_o. he~composed Qf s~vencmembers,.three .... -· .. - 7 ... , 

appointed by the Anoka County Conimissioners, three appointed by the Blaine city 
council, and a chair. 

Subdivision 3 provides that the chair of the authority is to be a gubernatorial appointee. 
The authority may appoint a vice-chair from among its members. 

Subdivision 4 provides that members may not hold any other judicial or state offices. 
Members must take constitutional oath of office. 

Subdivision 5 provides for staggered four-year terms for members. 

Subdivision 6 provides for appointments to fill vacancies. 

Subdivision 7 provides that members are to receive $50 per diem and expenses. The 
chair to receive a salary determined by the members and expenses. 

Subdivision 8 provides that the authority is to meet at least once a month. Action may be 
taken by majority vote. 

Subdivision 9 provides that the authority must appoint a nonvoting executive director. 
Outlines duties of the executive director. 

Section 6 [Powers of authority.] 

Subdivision 1 provides that the authority is granted all powers necessary or convenient to 
accomplish the purposes of the chapter, including those provided in subdivisions. 2 
through 15. 

Subdivision 2 provides that the authority may sue and be sued, and is a public body for 
purposes of surety bonds that may be required of plaintiffs in certain suits against public 
bodies. 
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Subdivision 3 provides that the authority may acquire real or personal property by lease, 
purchase, contribution or devise. 

Subdivision 4 provides that real or personal property of the authority is exempt from 
state or local ad valorem taxation, but is subject to special assessments. Property leased 
by the authority to another person for uses related to the purposes of the chapter is also 
exempt from taxation. The exemption includes concessions, suites, locker rooms and 
clubhouse facilities in the stadium as well as parking facilities on the stadium site. The 
exemption does not include team offices, residential, business or commercial 
development, or other unrelated property. 

Subdivision 5 provides that the City of Blaine is authorized to issue one or more liquor 
licenses for the stadium in addition to those already authorized by law. 

Subdivision 6 permit§ the <!!!thgri~J:o runthe sportsfacilities and may delegate it~"". 
-~·duties~ Authority mu~t promote use of faciHties for non-footbail events. ~ ..... - . 

Subdivision 7 provides that the authority may sell property in the manner required for a 
port authority, except that it need not include certain covenants in its deeds and it need 
not approve plans for future use of the property prior to sale. · 

Subdivision 8 proVides that the authority ~ay receive gifts and grants. 

Subdivision 9 provides that the authority may issue bonds. 

Subdivision 10 provides that the authority may conduct research and prepare reports. 

Subdivision 11 provides that the authority may enter use agreements for any or all of the 
property it owns, operates or controls, including exclusive use agreements. 

Subdivision 12 provides that the authority may require and obtain insurance. 

Subdivision 13 provides that the authority may create a l;Ondominium. 

Subdivision 14 provides that the authority and the Minnesota Vikings must jointly select 
a construction manager. For the stadium, the construction manager must guarantee a 
maximum cost of construction and provide payment and performance bonds to cover that 
maximum cost. The construction manager must comply with all employment 
requirements applicable to city and state construction contracts .. Requires contracts for 
labor, materials, supplies and equipment for the stadium to be entered pursuant to the 
process of public bidding, with exceptions. 

Section 7 [Bonds.] 

Subdivision 1 authorizes the sale of bonds by resolution of the authority for specified · 
purposes related to the construction of the sports facilities. 
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Subdivision 2 provides procedure for sale of revenue bonds by the authority without an 
election. 

Subdivision 3 limits bond authorization to $230 million by the authority and $280 
million by Anoka County, plus amounts necessary to fund reserves and pay issuance 
costs. Bonds may not be issued or construction begun until the authority has determined: 

(1) that a long-term foase agreement has been executed with the Vikings, 

(2) that a development and financing agreement has been executed with Anoka county, 
Blaine, and the Vikings, 

(3) that the bond proceeds and other funds available will be sufficient for costs associated 
with the sports facilities, · 

( 4) _au_fuqrity has _'A_cquired title to _re~l propecy needed for construction of sports facilities~ --,-~ 

( 5) authority has funds or assurance of funds necessary for clearing of property and 
associated costs, 

( 6) authority has obtained a no-strike agreement, 

(7) authority has a construction contract with a guaranteed price and completion date and 
performance bonds to cover 100 percent of the price, 

(8) anticipated revenue is sufficient to pay debt service on the bonds and operation and 
maintenance costs of the sports facilities, 

(9) all funding sources are committed in writing, enforceable, and adequate to construct 
and operate the stadium, 

(10) a guarantee of payments on terms determined by negotiations with the Vikings is in 
place, and 

(11) the validity of the bonds issued is not affected by determinations made by the 
authority under this subdivision. 

Subdivision 4 provides that taxes in this chapter and other revenues of the authority are 
pledged and appropriated as security for the bonds. 

Subdivision 5 provides that the bonds are not public debt of the 'state and the full faith 
and credit and taxing power of the state are not pledged for their payment. 

Subdivision 6 provides that bonds may be issued whether or not interest on them will be 
federally tax-exempt. The authority must try to issue them in a manner that would make 
the interest tax-exempt. 
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Section 8 [Development and financing agreement.] 

Subdivision 1 provides for an agreement between the authority, Anoka County, Blaine 
and the Vikings relating to financing, construction, operation and maintenance of the 
stadium. 

Subdivision 2 provides that total public investment shall not exceed 59 percent of the 
· total cost of the sports facilities. 

Subdivision 3 provides that total team contribution must be no less than $280 million. 
Team contributions include initial cash, guaranteed annual payments and assignment of 
naming rights and permanent seat licenses. Team contributions do not include operating 
and maintenance expenses for the stadium, although such expenses are the team's 
responsibility. The team must also pay all cost overruns. 

-- - ·~ ; . ..- ............. _, ___ _ 

Section 9 [Use agreement.] 

Subdivision 1 requires an agreement between the authority, the Vikings and the National 
Football League ("NFL"). 

Subdivision 2 provides that the agreement with the Vikings must provide for them to use 
the stadium for at least 30 years; must contain terms for default, termination and breach; 
and must require specific .performance and not include escape clauses or buy-out 
provisions. 

Subdivision 3 provides that the agreement with the NFL must guarantee the continuance 
of the Vikings in the metropolitan area for the term of the agreement under subdivision 2. 

Sections 10and11 [Tax provisions.] 

Section 12 [Environmental requirements.] provides that the authority is responsible for 
ensuring compliance with applicable environmental requirements. 

DPM:mvm 
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03/30/05 
[REVISOR ] CMG/DD 05-3762 

Senators Betzold; Johnson, D.E.; Jungbauer; Pogemiller and Senjem introdu~ed-
S.F. No. 2061: Refer~ed to the Committee on State and Local Government Operations. 

A bill for an act 

relating to stadiums; providing for the.financing.of a 
football stadium in Anoka County; creating a stadium 
authority; authorizing the county to levy and collect 
certain taxes; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, 
sections 297A.68, by adding a subdivision; 297A.71, by 
adding a ~ubdivision; proposing coding for new law as 
Minnesota Statutes, chapter 473J. 

I 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

Section l~ Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 297A.68, is 
I 

amended by adding a subdivision to read: 
I . 

Subd. 40.1 [SALES IN STADIUM DISTRICT.]_ Sales made in the 

stadium district defined in section 473J.02, subdivision 4, are 

exempt. 

15 Sec. 2·. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 297A. 71, is 

16 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

17 Subd. 3 3.: [STADIUM CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 

18 EXEMPT.] Materials and supplies used or consumed in, and 

19 equipment incqrporated into the construction of a National 
I 

20 Football Leag~e stadium constructed under chapter 473J are 

21 exempt. The Jxemption under this subdivision terminates one 
I 

22 year after the first National Football League game is played in 

23 the stadium. 

24 Sec. 3. [473J.Ol] [PURPOSE.] 

25 The legi~lature finds that construction of a new National 
I . 

26 Football League stadium in the city of Blaine, county of Anoka, 

27 serves a public purpose. The legislature finds that the public 
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1 purpose served includes retaining the Minnesota Vikings as a 

2 part of Minnesota's public amenities for its citizens and as a 

3 major attraction to visitors to the state, adding to the 

4 economic development of the state, Anoka County, and surrounding 

5 communities, attracting revenue from out of the state, and 

6 preserving the.contributions of football to the culture of 

7 Minnesota and to the enjoyment of its citizens. Further, the 

8 legislature finds that a National Football League stadium may be 

9 financed as a public~private partnership between the state, 

10 Anoka County, the Minnesota Vikings, and other supporting 

11 interests that may contribute to the construction of a football 

12 stadium and related facilities. The legislature further finds 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

I 

that a new stadium should be coordinated with /transportation and 

transit plans and activities. 

Sec.. 4. [ 4 7 3J. 0 2] [DEFINITIONS. ] i . . I 
Subdivision 1. [TERMS.] For the purpose$ of this chapter, 

the terms defined in this section have the me~nings given them 

I in this section, except as otherwise expressly provided or 
I 

indicated by the context. 

Subd. 2. [AUTHORITY.] "Authority" means/ the Anoka 

County-Blaine StadiUm Authority. / 

22 Subd. 3. [SPORTS FACILITIES.] "Sports ~acilities" means 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

I 

the stadium, adjoining structures related to /the operation of 
I 

the stadium, practice facilities, and other supporting 

infrastructure, including parking. 

Subd. 4. [STADIUM DISTRICT.] "Stadium district" means a 

district, containing the National Football L~ague stadium and 

consisting of no more than 740 contiguous acies surrounding the 

sorts facilities that is 'ointl nated/b the authorit , 
Anoka County, and the city ·of Blaine. 

Sec. 5. [ 473J. 03] [LOCATION.] 

The new National Football League stadiu~ shall be located 

[473J.04] [ANOKA COUNTY-BLAINE STADIUM AUTHORITY; 

MEMBERSHIP; ADMINISTRATION.] 
I 

Subdivision 1. [GENERAL J Th 1 

• e Anoka Cdunty-Blaine Stadium 
I 

Section 6 
2 
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1 Authority is established and shall be organized and administered 

2 as provided in this section. The authority shall have those 

3 powers authorized by section 473J.05. 

4 Subd. 2. [MEMBERSHIP.] The authority shall have seven 

5 members, three of whom shall be a ointed b the Anoka Count 

6 Board of Commissioners and three of whom shall be a ointed b 

7 the Blaine city council. The seventh member shall be a chair 

8 appointed as provided in subdivision 3. 

g Subd. 3. [CHAIR.-] The chair shall be appointed by the 

10 governor as the 1 seventh voting member·and shall meet all the 

I 11 qualifications of a member. The chair shall preside at all 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

meetings of the authority, if present, and shall perform all 

other duties ana functions the authorit law. 

The authority mby aEpoint from among its members a vice-chair to 

act for the chalir during temporary absence or disability. 
I 

Subd. 4. ![QUALIFICATIONS.] A member shall not, during a 
I 

term of office, hold any judicial office or office of state 
I 

18 government. EJch member shall gualify by taking and subscribing 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

the oath of office prescribed by the Minnesota Constitution, 

article V, sectlion 6. 

Subd. 5. :[TERMS.] The initial terms of three members shall 

end the first ~onday of January, 2010. Two of these members 

must be appointed by the Anoka County Board, and one by the 

Blaine city co&ncil. The terms of the other members and the 
! ( 

chair shall end the first Monday in January, 2012. Subsequent 
! 

terms of each kember and chair shall be four years. The term 
i 

shall continue
1 

until a successor is appointed and gualified. 

Members may be[ removed only for cause. 

Subd. 6., [VACANCIES.] Vacancies shall be filled by the 

appropriate appointing authority in the same manner in which the 
1· 

original appoi~tment was made. 

Subd. 7. [COMPENSATION.] Each authority member shall be 

33 paid $50 for e6ch day when the member attends one or more 
I 

34 .meetings or prbvides other services, as authorized by the 

35 authority, anal shall be reimbursed for all actual and necessary 

36 expenses incur1red in the performance of duties. The chair of 
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the authority shall receive, unless otherwise provided by other 

law, a salary in an amount fixed by the members) of the authority 

and shall be reimbursed for reasonable expense~ to the same 

extent as a member. The annual budget shall p~ovide as a 

se arate account antici ated ex enditures for /er diem, travel, 

and associated expenses for the chair and memb rs, and 

compensation or reimbursement shall be made to/the chair and 
I 

members only when budgeted. 

9 Subd. a .. · [REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS.] The authority 

10 shall meet regularly at least once each month, at a time and 

11 place as the authority shall by resolution designate. 
I 

Special 

12 meetings may be held at any time upon the call/ of the chair 

13 majority of the members, upon written notice t/o each member 
I 14 least three days Erior to the meeting, or UEon other notice 

15 the authority Erovides by resolution. Unless otherwise 

16 provided, any action of the authority may be ~aken by 
I 

or ·a 

at 

that 

17 affirmative vote of a majority of the members4 A majority of 
I 

18 all the members of the authority constitutes $ quorum, but a 
I 

19 lesser number may meet and adjourn from time to time and comEel 

20 the attendance of absent members. 

21 Subd. 9. [EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.] The authority shall appoint 

22 an executive director who shall be chosen on ~he basis of 

23 training, exEerience, and other related qualifications. The 

24 executive director shall serve at the pleasutje of the authority, 
- -- I 

but shall not vote, and shall have the following powers and 25 

26 duties: 

27 (1 see that all resolutions, rules, or orders of the 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

authority are enforced; 

(2 a oint and remove all subordinate officers and re ular 

emEloyees of the authority; 

{3 resent to the authorit lans, studies, or re orts 
ared for authorit ur oses and recommend to the authorit 

for ado tion the measures the executive dire~tor deems necessar 
I 

to enforce or carry out the eowers and duties of the authority, 

or to the efficient administration of the affairs of the 

authority; 

Section 6 
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(4) keeE the/authority fully advised as to its financial 

d ·t· I d b · . · con 1 ion, prepare an su mit to the authority its annual 

budget, and other, financial information it reguests; 

(5) recommen~ to the authority for adoEtion the rules the 

executive directo~ deems necessary for the efficient OEeration 

of the authority'~ functions; and 
I 

(6) perform bther duties prescribed by the authority. 

Sec. 7. [4~3J.05] [POWERS OF AUTHORITY.] 

Subdivision ,l. · [GENERAL.] The authority has all powers 
I • 

necessary or convenient to accomplish the purposes of this 

h t · l d" I b -c aper, inc u 1~9, ut not limited to, those specified in this 

section. 
I 

Subd. 2. [ACTIONS.] The authority may sue and be sued and 

is a Eublic body/within the meaning of chaEter 562. 

Subd. 3. +CQUISITION OF PROPERTY.] The authority may 

acquire by leas~, purchase, monetary or land contribution, or 
I 

devise all necessary right, title, and interest in and to real 
i 

or personal property deemed necessary to the purposes 

contemElated by/this chaEter. 
I 

Subd. 4. [TAX EXEMPTIONS.] (a) Any real or personal 
I 

property acguir~d, owned, leased, controlled, used, or occupied 

by the authoritk for any of the QurEoses of this chapter is 

declared to be bcguired, owned, leased, controlled, used, and 

occuEied for EJblic, governmental, and municiEal EUrEoses, and 
I 

is exempt from :ad valorem taxation by the state or any political 

I subdivision of the state. The properties are subje6t to special 

assessments levied by a political subdivision for a local 

improvement in/amounts proportionate to and not exceeding the 
I 

special benefit received by the properties from the 
I 

improvement. ~o possible use of any of the properties in any 
I -

manner differ~nt from their use under this chapter at the time 

shall be consJdered in determining the special benefit received 

by the EroEerJies. All assessments are subject to final 
I 

confirmation by the authority, whose determination of the 

35 benefits is cbnclusive u on the olitical subdivision lev 

36 the assessment. Notwithstanding section 272.01, subdivision 2, 

Section 7 5 
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I 

or 273.19, property leased by the authority to another person 

for uses related to the purposes of this chapter: is exempt from 

taxation regardless of the length of the lease. 1 This exemption 
I 

includes concessions, suites, locker rooms, and /clubhouse 

facilities in the stadium and facilitieJ on the stadium 

site. It does not include team offices, reside tial, business, 

or commercial development, or other property noJ directly 
I 
I 

related to the operation of a stadium facility. • 

(b) No state· or· local tax, other than the tax imposed under 

section 473J.09, applies to admission to or sales made at the 

sports facilities financed under this chapter. i 

12 Subd. 5. [LIQUOR LICENSES.] The city of Blaine may issue 

13 one or more intoxicating liquor licenses for the stadium. These 
I 
I 

14 licenses are in addition to the number authori~ed by law. All 

15 

16 

17 

provisions of chapter 340A not inconsistent with this 
I 

subdivision apply to the licenses authorized under this 
I 

subdivision. 

18 Subd. 6. [FACILITY OPERATION.] The authOfity may equip, 
I 

19 improve, operate, manage, maintain, and contra~ the sports 

20 facilities constructed, remodeled, or acquired under the 

21 provisions of this chapter. The authority ma~ delegate any of 

22 these duties to a qualified third party. The 1authority must 
! 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

seek to promote and maximize the use of the s~orts facilities 

for nonfootball events. ~ . , 

Subd. 7. [DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY.) The/authority may 

sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of any real' or personal 

property acquired by it, which is no longer r~quired for 

The property must be sold in 28 accomplishment of its purposes. _ _ _ 

29 

30 

31 

33 

34 

35 

36 

accordance with th~ procedures provided by s~ction 469.065, 

except subdivisions 6 and 7. 

Subd. 8. [GIFTS AND GRANTS.] The autho+ity may accept 
I 

for and 

from the 

United States, the state, an subdivision o~ the state, or an 

erson for an of its oses: ma enter 

· h d hold, use, and dis ose re uired in connection therewit : an ma 

.. -- ..., 6 
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l· of the donation~ according to the terms of the gifts, grant, 
I 

2 loan, or agreement. In evaluating proposed monetary 
I 

3 contributions, grants, loans, and agreements required in 
I 

4 connection therewith, the authority shall examine the possible 
I 

5 short-range andrlong-range impact on authority revenues and 
I 

6 authorit enditures. The authorit must notif 

7 

a 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

potential contributors that contributions qualify for the 
I 

charitable contribution deductions under section 170 of the 
I 

Internal Revenue Coder provided that the contributor does not 
I 

receive substantial direct benefit from the contribution. 
I 

Subd. 9. [ISSUANCE OF BONDS.] The authority may authorize 
I. 

the sale and i~suance of bonds in the manner and for the 
I 

purposes set out in section 473J.06. 
I 

Subd. 10 .. [IMPOSE SALES AND USE TAXES IN STADIUM 

DISTRICT.] Thefauthority may impose sales and use taxes in the 

stadium distriJt at rates not to exceed those provided for in 
! 

17 sections 297A.62 and 297A.63. Revenue received from these taxes 

18 is pledged and must be used to pay bonds issued under section 
I 

19 473J.06. 

20 Subd. 11. [RESEARCH.] The authority may conduct research 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

studies and programs; collect and analyze data; prepare reports, 

maps, charts, and tables; and conduct all necessary hearings and 

investigations) in connection with its function·s. 

Subd. 12.i [USE AGREEMENTS.] The authority may lease, 

1 . It . icense, or en er into agreements and may fix, alter, charge, 

I and collect r~ntals, fees, and charges to all persons for the 
I 

• I 

use, occupation, and availability of part or all of any 
I 

premises, property, or facilities under its ownership, 

operation, or !control for purposes that will provide athletic, 

educational, dultural, commercial, or other entertainment, 
I 

instruction, or activity for citizens of the state of Minnesota 

and visitors. / Any use agreement may provide that the other 
i 

contracting pJrty has exclusive use of the premises at the times 
I 

agreed upon, including exclusive use and control for the term of 

its agreement by the Minnesota Vikings. 

36 Subd. 13. [INSURANCE.] The authority may require any 
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I 

employee to obtain and file with it an individJal bond or 

fidelity insurance policy. It may procure ins~rance in the 

amounts it considers necessary against liability o~ the 

authority or its officers and employees for peisonal injury or 

death and property damage or destruction, with/ the force and 

effect stated in chapter 466, and against risk~ of damage to or 

· · · It th destruction of any of its facilities, equipmen1 , or o er 
I 

8 property. ! 

: 

9 Subd. 14. [CREAT-ING A CONDOMINIUM.] The !authority may, by 
I 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

itself or together with any other entity, as ~o real or personal 
I 

property comprising or appurtenant or ancilla!!Y to the stadium 

constructed and operated under this chapter oJ other law, act as 
I 

a declarant and establish a condominium or le~sehold condominium 

under cha ter 515A, or a common interest comm~nit or leasehold 

common interest community under chapter SlSB, and may grant, 
I establish, create, or join in other or relate~ easements, 
I 

agreements, and similar benefits and burdens ~hat the authority 
I 

I . 

may consider necessary or appropriate, and exercise any and all 
I 

rights and privileges and assume obligations 6nder them as a 
I 

declarant, unit owner, or otherwise, insofar bs practical and 
I 

consistent with applicable law. The authoridy may be a member 

of an association and the chair, any cominissJoners, a~d any 
I 

officers and employees· of the authority may Je-rve on the board 

f . . d I o an association un er chapter 515A or 515B;or other law. 

Subd. 15. [PROCUREMENT.] (a) The authoJity and the 
. I 

Minnesota Vikings shall jointly select a construction manager. 
I 

With respect to the construction of the stadium, the 
I 

construction manager must: I 

( 1 uarantee a maximum cost of constru~tion; an·d 

(2) provide payment and performance bon~s or other security 

reasonably acceptable to the authority in an/amount esual to the 

guaranteed maximum cost of construction, anal shall comply with 

all employment resuirements applicable to ci~y and state 

contracts for construction, including prevai~ing wages as 

defined in section 177.42, affirmative actioh, and outreach. 

(b) The lessee under the stadium lease 8escribed in 
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I 

I 

paragraph (c) orl the construction manager may enter into 

contracts with cbntractors for labor, materials, su lies, and 

equipment to eguip and construct the new stadium through the 

process of publib bidding. 
! 

( c) The. leslsee or the construction manager may: 

(1) limit Jhe list of eligible bidders to those that the 

construction maJager determines possess sufficient expertise to 

perform the intJnded functions; 

I (2) award contracts to the contractors that the 

construction maJager determines provide the best value, which 

need not be the/lowest responsible bidder; and 
I 

(3) for work the construction manager determines to be 

critical to the completion schedule, the construction manager 

may award contracts on the basis of competitive proposals or_ 
i 

perform work wi~h its. own forces without soliciting competitive 

bids if the con~truction manager provides evidence of 

competitive pricing. 

18 Sec. 8. [4 7 3J. 06] [ISSUANCE OF BONDS.] 

19 Subdivision 1. [BONDS.] The authority may by resolution, 

20 by a vote of a :majority of all of its members, authorize the 

21 sale and issuaJce of its bonds for any or all of the following 

22 purposes: 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

3.4 

35 

construct, fur~ish, equip, and otherwise improve or better the 
I 

sports facilities owned or to be owned by the authority pursuant 

to this act; 
I 

(2) to establish a reserve fund or funds for the bonds and 
I 
i 

to pay costs of issuance of the bonds; 
I 

(3) to re~und bonds issued under this section; and 
I 

(4) to fuhd judgments entered by any court against the 

authority in m~tters relating to the authority's functions 
i 

related to the! sports facilities. 
I 

Subd. 2. I [PROCEDURE. ] The bonds shall be sold, issued, and 

secured on thel terms and conditions the authority determines to 

be in the best interests of the authority and residents therein, 

36 except as othe~wise provided in this chapter. The bonds may be 
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sold at an.y ;erice and at public or private sal~ as determined by 
I 

the authority. They shall be payable solely f~om tax and other 
I 

revenues referred to in this cha ter. The bonqs shall not be a 

eneral obli ation or debt of the authorit or an cit , count , 

or the state, and shall not be included in thelnet debt of any 
I 

city, county, or other subdivision of the state for the purpose 

of any net debt limitation. No election shall!be required. 
I 

subd. 3. [LIMITATIONS.] The principal am6unt of the bonds 
I 

I 

issued under subdivisi-0n 1, clauses (1) and (2), shall not 

exceed the amounts authorized in this subdivision. The 

d bd . . I · 1 1 principal amount of bonds issued un er su 1v1?1on , c auses 
I 

. ( 1 l and ( 2 l, shall be limited to $650, 000, 000 flus those amounts 

necessar to fund a reserves and a 1 issuance costs. 

The authority_shall issue its bonds and const~uction of the 

stadium ma commence when the authorit has mJde the followin 

determinations: 
. I 

(1) the authority has executed a long-te~m use agreement 

with the Minnesota Vikings, meeting the reguiJements of section 
I 

473J.07; 

(2) the authority has executed a developkent and financing 

agreement with Anoka county, the city of Blaihe, and the 
I -

Minnesota Vikings meeting the requirements ofl section 473J.08; 

23 (3 the roceeds of bonds authorized and rovided for in 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

this subdivision will be sufficient,· together with other capital 
I 

funds that may be available to the authority ~or expenditure on 

the s orts facilities, includin , exce t as otherwise rovided 
I 

in this subdivision, the ac uisition, cleara~ce, relocation, and 

legal costs referred to in clauses ( 4) and ( 5!); 

(4) the authority has acguired title to or an interest in 
I 

all real property, including all easements, ~ir rights, and 

other appurtenances needed for the constructilon and operation of 

the SEorts facility or has received a grant Jf funds or bas 
I 

entered into agreements sufficient in the juqgment of the . 

authority to assure the receipt of funds, at !the time and in the 

amount reguired, to make any Eayment ueon whJch the authority's 

acguisition of title or interest in and-eossJssion of the real 
I 
I 

Section 8 10 
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I 

property is conmitioned; 

(5) the auihoriti has received a grant of funds or entered 

into agreements/sufficient in the judgment of the authority to 

assure the recelEt of funds, at the time and in the amount 
I 

required, to pay all costs, except as provided in this 

6 subdivision, of clearin the real needed for the 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2.4 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

construction an, operation of the sports facilities, railroad 
I 

tracks, and othbr structures, including, without limitation, all 

relocation costb, all-utility relocation costs, and all legal 

costs; I 

! 

(6) the a~thority has executed agreements to prevent 
I 

strikes that wduld halt, delay, or impede construction of the 
I 

sports facilit~es; 

(7) the aJthoriti has executed agreements that will Erovide 

for the constrJction of the sports facilities for a certified or 

guaranteed conJtruction Erice and comEletion date and which 

include Eerfor~ance bonds in an amount at least equal to 100 
I 

percent of the/certified or guaranteed price to cover any costs 
I 

that may be in~urred over and above the certified price, 
I 

including, but1 not limited to, costs incurred by the authority 

or loss of rev~nues resulting from incomplete construction on 
I 

the completion: date; 

(8) the ahticipated revenue from the operation of the 

SEorts facili tlies Elus any additional available revenue of the 

authoriti ~ilJ be an amount sufficient to Eay when due all debt 
I 

service on the/ bonds plus all administration, operating, and 
I 

maintenance exbense of the sports facilities; 
I 

(9) the ~uthority has determined that all public and 

private fundiJg sources for construction and OEeration of the 

sEorts faciliJies are officially committed in writing and 

enforceable. /The committed funds must be adequate to site, 

design, construct, furnish, equip, and service the sports 

facilities deQt, as well as to pay for the ongoing operation and 

maintenance of the stadium; 

(10) the !authority shall ensure that a guaranty is in place 

36 in a form satisfactory to the authority. The guaranty may be in 

Section 8 '11 



03/30/05 [REVISOR ] CMG/DD 05-3762 

1 the form of a letter of credit, minimum net wo~th requirements, 
I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

personal guaranties or other surety covering tQe payments on 

terms determined by the authority's negotiatioJs with the 

Minnesota Vikings; and 

(11) the validity of any bonds issued und~r subdivision 1, 

clauses (1) and (2), and the obligation of the/authority related 
I 

to them, shall not be conditioned upon or impaired by the 
I 

authority's determinations made under this sub~ivision. For 

purposes of using the-bonds, the determinations-made by the 
I 

authority shall be deemed conclusive and the aµthority shall be 

and remain obligated for the security and Eaym~nt of the bonds 

irresEective of determinations that may be errbneous, 

inaccurate, or otherwise mistaken. I 
Subd. 4. [SECURITY.] To th~ exteht and i~ the manner 

Erovided in this chaEter, the taxes described /in this chapter, 
I 

the tax and other revenues of the authority d~scribed in this 

act, and any other revenues of the authority attributable to the 

sports facilities, including teams' and Anoka 1County 

contributions, shall be and remain pledged and appropriated to 

the authority as appropriate for the payment 9f all necessary 

and reasonable expenses of the operation, administration, 
I 

maintenance of the sports facilities, and debt service of the 

bonds until all bonds or certificates of inde~tedness issued 

pursuant to this chapter are fully paid or discharged in 

25 accordance with law. Bonds issued pursuant to this chapter may 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

be secured by a bond resolution, or by a trust indenture entered 
I 

into by the authority with a corporate truste~ within or outside 
I 

the state, which shall define the tax and team contributions, 
I 

and other sports facilities revenues pledged ;tor the payment and 

security of the bonds. The Eledge shall be J valid charge on 

the tax and all other revenues referred to iJ this chaEter -from 

the date when bonds are first issued or secuJed under the 

resolution or indenture and shall secure the /payment of 
I 

principal and interest and redemption premiums when due and the 
! 

maintenance at all times of a reserve or reserves securing 
I 

a ments. No mort a e of or securit intere~t in an 
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1 real or personal property shall be granted to ·the bondholders or 

2 the trustee, but they shall have a valid security interest in 

3 all tax and other revenues received and accounts receivable by 

4 the authority shall be hereunder, as against the claims of all 

5 other persons in tort, contract, or otherwise, irrespective of 

6 whether the parties have notice of the claims, and without 

7 possession or filing as provided in the. Uniform Commercial Code 

s or any other law. In the bond resolution or trust indenture, 

g the authority may make- covenants, which shall be binding upon 

10 the authority, that are determined to be usual and reasonably 

11 necessary for the protection of the bondholders. No pledge 

12 shall be revoked or amended by law or by action of the authority 

13 or county except in accordance with the terms of the bond 

14 resolution or indenture under which the bonds are issued, until 

15 the obl~gations of the authority are fully discharged. 

16 Subd. 5. [NO FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.] Any bonds or other 

17 obligations issued by the authority under this act are not 

18 public debt of the ~tate, and the full faith and credit and 

19 taxing powers of the state are not pledged for their payment or 

20 of any payments that the state agrees to make under ·this act. 

21 Subd. ·6. [TAXABILITY OF INTEREST ON BONDS.] The bonds 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

authorized by this act may be issued whether or not the interest 

to be paid on them is gross income for federal- tax purposes, 

provided that the authority must make an effort to arrange the 

financing for the project in a manner that would allow the 

interest to be tax-exempt to the greatest extent possible. 

Sec. 9. [473J.07J [DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCING AGREEMENT.] 

Subdivision 1. [AGREEMENT REQUIRED.] Prior to the issuance 

of bonds under section 473J.06, the authority shall negotiate 

and enter into an agreement with Anoka County, the city of 

Blaine, and the Minnesota Vikings concerning the terms and 

conditions under which the parties will make contributions of 

funds, future revenues, interests in property for the site and 

ublic infrastructure, the method of 

construction, which may include the design build process, the 

inte ration of the stadium and related infrastructure with 
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I 

I 

surrounding development, and other matters rel~ting to the 

d f . I. Th 0 

stadium, its o eration, maintenance, an 1nan,1n • is 

agreement shall, at a minimum, meet the requir~ments of this 

section. 

Subd. 2. [TOTAL PUBLIC INVESTMENT TOWARD1 PROJECT 

COSTS.] The total ublic investment, includin !Anoka Count 's 

revenue contributions and revenues collected b the authorit in 
I bd. · · 2,· the stadium district defined in section 473J.O~, su ivision 

. . f ·n.1 •t• • t s·hall not exceed two-thirds of the sports aci, i ies cos s • 

Subdo 3. [TEAM CONTRIBUTION.] The team mhst contribute no 
I 

less than one-third of the sports facility cos~s. Team 

contributions ~y include, but are not limited to, initial cash 
I 

contributions, uaranteed annual a ments, an~ assi nments of 

naming rights and permanent seat licenses, bu, does not include 
I 

payments of operating and maintenance expense~ for the stadium, 

which must be made by the team. In addition Jo any other team 
I 
I 

contribution, the team must assume and pay wh~n due all cost 
I 

overruns for the stadium. I 

Sec. 10. [473J.08) [USE AGREEMENT.] 

Subdivision 1. 
I 

[REQUIREMENT.] Prior to the issuance of 

bonds under section 473J.06, the authorit mu t have entered 

into an a reement with the Minnesota Vikin s ~nd the National 

23 Football Lea ue meetin the re uirements of this section. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

Subd. 2. [AGREEMENT WITH MINNESOTA VIKINGS.] The authority 

shall -enter into a use agreement with the Minnesota Vikings 

that, at a minimum, provides for the followiJg: 

(1) the Minnesota Vikings will· use the Jtadium for all 
I 

scheduled home preseason, regular season, anq postseason games 

that the team is entitled to. play at home foJ a term of not less 

than 30 years; j 
(2) the agreement must include terms fo, default, 

termination, and breach of agreement; and 

(3) the agreement must require specific performance and 

must not include escaEe clauses or buyout ErJvisions. 
I 

Subd. 3. [AGREEMENT WITH NATIONAL FOOTiALL LEAGUE.] The 

authority shall enter into an agreement-with[ the National 
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Football League guaranteeing the continuance of the Minnesota 
I 

Vikings in the mbtropolitan area for the period of the 
I 

agreements refer~ed to in subdivision 2, clause (1). 
I 

Sec. 11. [f73J.09] [ANOKA COUNTY REVENUE SOURCES.] 

Subdivision) 1. [GENERAL.] Anoka County may utilize the 

following revenJe sources to make contributions to its share of 
I 

the total stadium project costs. 

Subd. 2. [ITAXING AUTHORITY. ] To Erovide local government 

revenues to finJnce the stadium under this act, Anoka County may: 

(1) im2ose/a ticket tax, a tax on restaurants, places of 

amusement, alcoJolic beverages or·ereeared food, or a tax on 

lodging, or any/of them; 

(2) imeosela tax on seorts memorabilia as defined by the 
I 

authority that is sold within the stadium facilities; or 
I 

(3) impose/a general sales and use tax on sales of goods 
I 

and services within its jurisdiction of not more than 0.75 
I 

percent. / 
I 

These taxes may' be imposed notwithstanding the provisions of 

19 section 477A.016. The requirements of section 297A.99 do not 

20 apply to any tax imposed under this subdivision. 
i 

21 Subd. 3. '[PARKING SURCHARGES. ] Anoka County may impose a 

22 parking surchaJge on parking in the stadium ~istrict .. 
I 

2 3 Sec. 12. ! [ 4 7 3J .10] [ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS. ] 

24 The authoJity must ensure that environmental reguirements 
I 

25 imposed by appt;opriate regulatory agencies for the sports 

26 facilities are !complied with. 

15 
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Senator .Wi.j.if. ...... moves to amend S.F. No. 2061 as follc~ws: 

Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

VIKINGS 

"Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 297 A.71, is amended by adding a 

1.4 subdivision to read: 
li;, 

1.5 Subd. 33. Stadium construction mater:ials and equipmen't exempt. Materials 

1.6 and supplies used or consumed in, and equipment incorporated into the construction of 

1.7 a National Football League stadium constructed under chapter 4 7~J are exempt. The 

1.8 exemption under this subdivisionterminates one year after the fir~t National Football 

1.9 League game is played in the stadium. 

uo Sec. 2. [473J.01] PURPOSE. 

1.11 The legislature finds that construction of a new stadium that·meets National 

1.12 Football League programmatic requirements, with a retractable oJ:jixed roof, in. the 
:cl' 
i 

1.13 city of Blaine, county of Anoka, serves a public pufpose. The ledslature finds that the 

1.15 

1.16 

1.17 

1.18 

1.19 

1.20 

1.21 

1.22 

1.£4 

1.25 

1.26 

1.27 

1.28 

1.29 

1.30 

1.31 

1.32 

1.35 

,1 

public purpose served includes retaining the Minnesota Vikings as: a part of Minnesota's 
~ 

public amenities for its citizens and as a major attraction to visitor~ to the state, adding to 

the economic development of the state, Anoka County, and surrorlnding communities,. 
·j 

attracting revenue from out of the state, and preserving the contrib:utions of football to the 

culture of Minnesota and to the enjoyment of its citizens .. Further;ithe legislature finds 
1· 

that a National Football League stadium may be financed as a public-private partnership 

between the state, Anoka County, the Minnesota Vikings, and other supporting interests 

that may contribute to the construction of a football stadium and related facilities. The 

legislature further finds that a new stadium should be coordinated,with transportation 

and transit plans and activities. 
·~ 

Sec. 3. [473J.02JDEFINITIONS. 

Subdivision 1. Terms. For the p.urposes of this chapter, the ·~erms defined in this 

section have the meanings given them in this section, except as oi:herwise expressly 

provided or indicated by the context. 

Subd. 2. Author!~ "Authority" means the Anoka County~Blaine Stadium 

Authority. 

Subd. 3. Sports facilities. "Sports facilities" means the stadium, with a retractable 
I• 

or fixed roof, adjoining structures related to the operation of the. ~:tadium, practice 

facilities, including preseason training camp facilities, and other s~pporting infrastructure, 

including parking. 

Subd. 4. Stadium district. "Stadium district" means a disWict, containing the 

_National Football League stadium and consisting of no more than "~740 contiguous acres 
'i 
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2.1 surrounding the sports ~acilities that is jointly designated by the authority, Anoka County, 

2.2 and the city of Blaine. 

2.3 Sec. 4 .. [473J.03] LOCATION. 

2.4 The new Nationa~ F~otball League stadium shall be located in the city of Blaine, 

25 Anoka County, Minnes:,~ 

2.6 . Sec. 5. [473J.04] ANOKA COUNTY-BLAINKSTADIUM AUTHORITY; 

2.7 MEMBERSHIP; ADMINISTRATION. 
·i 

2.8 Subdivision 1. GJneral. The Anoka County-Blaine Stadium Authority is established 
I 

2.9 and shall be organized and administered as provided in this section. The authority shall 

2.10 have those powers auth~rized by section 4731.05. 

2.11 Subd. 2. Members.hip. The authority shall have seven members, three of whom 
I 

I . 

2.12 shall be appointed by tHe Anoka County Board of Commissioners and three of whom shall 

2.13 be appointed by the Bla;ip.e city council. The seventh member shall be a chair appointed as 

2.14 · provided in subdivision 3. 
, I 

2.15 Subd. 3. Chair. 'the chair shall be appointed by the governor as the seventh voting 

2.16 member and shall meet;'.all the qualifications of a member. The chair shall preside at all 

2.17 meetings of the authority, if present, and shall perform all other duties and functions 

2.18 assigned by the authori'~y or by law. The authority may appoint from among its members a 
( 

2.19 vice-chair to act for the chair during temporary ab_sence or disability. 

2.20 Subd. 4. Qualifi~~tions. A member shall not, during.a term of office, hold any 

2.21 judicial office or office of state government. Each member shall qualify by taking and 

2.22 subscribing the oath-of bffice prescribed by the Minnesota Constitution, article V, section 6. 
' .. 
:1 

I 

· 2.23, Subd. 5. Terms. The initial terms of three members shall end the first Monday of 

2.24. January, 2010. Two of these members must be appointed by the Anoka County Board, 

2.25 -and one by the Blaine clty council. The terms of the other members and the chair shall 

2.26 end the first Monday in January, 2012. Subsequent terms of each member and chair 
'i 

2.21 shall be four years. The' term shall continue until a successor is. appointed and qualified . 

. _ 2.28 Members may be removed only for cause. 
l 
v 

2.29 Subd. 6. Vacanci~s .. Vacancies shall be filled by the appropriate appointing authority 
I 

2.30 in tlie same manner in which the original appointment was made. 
0 

2.31 Subd. 7. Compensation. Each authority member shall be paid $50 for each day 

2.32 when the member attends one or more meetings or provides other services, as authorized 
' I' 

2.33 by the authority, and shall be reimbursed for all actual and necessary expenses incurred 

2.34 in the performance of d~ties. The chair of the authority shall receive, unless otherwise 

2 
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" 
! 

provided by other law, a salary in an amount fixed by the members of the authority and 

shall be reimbursed for reasonable expenses to the same extent as a member. The annual 

budget shall provide as a separate account anticipated expenditures for per diem, travel, 
)'. 

and associated expenses for the chair and members, and compensation or reimbursement 

shall be made to the chair and mem15ers only when budgeted. 

• I 

Subd. 8. Regular and special meetings. The authority shall meet regularly at least 

once each month, ata time and place as the authority shall by resolhtion designate. Special 

meetings may be held at any time upon the call of the chair or a mlajority of the members, 

upon written notice to each member at least three days prior to the;' meeting, or upon other 

notice that the authority provides by resolution. Unless otherwise provided, any action of 
I 

the authority may be taken by affirmative vote of a majority of the~.members. A majority 

of all the members of the authority constitutes a quorum, but a lesse~ number may meet 

and adjourn from time to time and compel-the attendance of absen't members. ,. 
,· 

Subd. 9. Executive _director. The authority shall appoint an executive director 
' . t 

who shall be chosen on the basis of training, experience, and other"related qualifications. 

The executive director shall serve at the pleasure of the authority, ·~ut shall not vote, and 

shall have the following powers and duties: 

( 1) see that all resolutions, rules, or orders of the authority are enforced; 

(2) appoint and remove all subordinate officers and regular employees_ of the 

authority; 

(3) present to the authority plans, studies, or reports prepared for authority purposes 

and recommend to the authority for adoption the measures the ex~c:ntive director deems 

necessary to enforce or carry out the powers and duties of the authority, or to the efficient 
I. 

administration of the_affairs of the authority; 
. . j . . 

( 4) keep the authority fully advised as to· its financial condition, prepare and submit 

to the authority its annual budget, and other :financial information it requests; 

(5) recommend to the authority for adoption the rules the executive director deems 
I 

I 

necessary for the efficient operation of the authority's functions; aad 
"I 

( 6) perform other duties prescribed by the authority. 

Sec. 6. [473J.05] POWERS OF AUTHORITY. 

Subdivision 1. General. The authority has all powers neces~ary or convenient to 

accomplish the purposes of this chapter, including, but not limited to, those specified 
. ii 

in this. section. ~ 

Subd. 2. Actions. The authority may sue and be sued and ~~a public b.ody within 

the meaning of chapter 562. 

. 3 
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4.1 Subd. 3. Acquisition of property. The authority may acquire by 'lease, purchase, 
I, . 

4.2 . monetary or land contnibution, or devise all necessary right, title, and interest in and to real 
:) . 

4.3 or personal property deemed necessary to the purposes contemplated by this chapter. 

4.4 Subd. 4. Tax exemption. Any real or personal property acquired, owned, leased, 

4.5 controlled, used, or occupied by the authority for any of the purposes of this chapter 

4.6 is declared to be acqui~~ed, owned, leased, controlled, used, and occupied for public, 

4.7 governmental, and municipal purposes, and is exempt from ad valorem taxation by the state 

4.8 or any political subdivision of the state. The properties are subject to special assessments 

4.9 levied by a political subdivision for a local improvement in amounts proportionate to and 

4.10 not exceeding the special benefit received by the properties from the improvement. No 

4.11 possible use of any of ~he properties in any manner different from their use under this 

4.12 chapter at the time shall be considered in determiningthe special benefit received by the 

4.13 properties. All assessments are subject to final confirmation by the authority, whose 

4.14 determination of the- b~nefits is conclusive upon the political subdivision levying the 

4.15 assessment. Notwithstanding section 272.01, subdivision 2, or 273.19, property leased by 
. l 

. 4.16 the authority to anothe~ person for uses related to the purposes of this chapter is exempt 
; 

4.17 from taxation regardless of the length o_f the lease. This exemption includes concessions, 

4.18 suites, locker rooms, a~d clubhouse facilities in the stadium and parking facilities on the 

4.19 . stadium site, as well a~ space occupied by the authority. It does not include team offices, 

4.20 residential, business, or commercial development, or parking facilities primarily for these 

4.21 uses, or other property.i:not directly related to the operation_ of a stadium facility. 

4.22 Subd. 5. Liguo~_ licenses. The city of Blaine may issue one or more intoxicating 
.. ' 

4.23 liquor licenses for the stadium. These licenses are in addition to the number authorized by 
. t' . 
• f 

4.24 law. All provisions of chapter 340A not inconsistent with this subdivision apply to the 
'1 

4.25 licenses authorized under this subdivision. 

· 4.26 Subd. 6. Facilit\hoperation. The authority may equip, improve, operate, manage, 

_ 4.27 maintain, and control the sports facilities constructed, remodeled, or acquired under the 

4.28 provisions of this chapter. The authority may delegate any of these duties to a qualified 

4.29 third party. The authorihy must seek to promote and maximize the use of the sports 

4.30 facilities for nonfootbaill events. 

!ft _-,;. ~ 

4.31 Subd. 7. Disposition of property. The authority may sell, lease, or otherwise 

4.32. dispose of any real or. personal property acquired by it, which is no longer required for 

4.33 accomplishment of its 1purposes. The property must be sold in accordance with the 
. t • 

4.34 procedures ·provided by section 469.065, except subdivisions 6 and 7. 

4 
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Subd. 8. Gifts and grants. The authority may accept donations of money, property, 
. I 

or services; may apply for and accept grants or loans of money or ~lther property from the 

United States, the state, any subdivision of the state, or ~ny person,ror any of its purposes; 

may enter into any agreement required in connection therewith; an,d may hold, use, and 

dispose of the dona!ions ~accprding to the terms of the gifts, grant, loan, or agreement. In 
.:;,_ ~· ;:. :r 

evaluating proposed I?onetary contributions, grants, loans, and agreements required· in 

connection therewith, the authority shall examine the possible shorf-range and long-range 

im~act on authority revenues and authority operating expenditures. The authority must 

notify potential contrib~tors that contributions qualify for the chari:table contribution 
·' 

deductions under section .170 of the Internal Revenue Code, providbd that the contributor 
j ~ 

5.11 does not receive substantial direct benefit from the contribution. 

- . 

5.12 Subd. 9. Issuance of bonds. The authority may authorize the sale and issuance of 

5.13 bonds in the manner and for the purposes-s'et out in section 4731.06. 

5.15 

5.16 

5.17 

5.18 

5.19 

5.20 

5.21 

5.22 

5.:l4 

5.25 

5.26 

5.27 

5.28 

5.29 

5.30 

5.31 

5.32 

5.35 

Subd. 10. Research. The authority may conduct research stbdies arid programs; 
in 

collect and analyze data; prepare reports, maps, charts, and tables; and conduct all 

necessary hearings and investigations in connection with its functions. 

! 

Subd. 11. Use agreements. The authority may lease, licen~e, or enter into 

_flgreements and may fix, alter, charge, and collect rentals, fees, ancf charges to all persons 

for the use, occupation, and availability of part or all of any premi;ses, property, ~r 
I 

facilities under its ownership, operation, or control for purposes th~t will provide athletic, 
I 

educational, cultural, commercial, or other entertainment, instructibn, or activity .for 

citizens of the state of Minnesota and visitors. Any use agreement may provide that 
I 

the other contracting party has exclusive use of the premises at the: times agreed upon, 

including exclusive use and control for the term of its agreement bi1the Minnesota Vikings. 
i 
·l 

Subd. 12. Insurance. The authority may require any employee to obtain and 

file with it an individual bond or fidelity insurance policy. It may procure insurance in 

the amounts it considers necessary a&;ainst liability of the authorit}i or its officers and 

· employees for personal injury or death and property dam~ge or de(truction, with the force 

and effect stated in chaQter 466, and against risks of damage .to or ·.raestruction of any of 

its facilities, equipment, or other property~ 

Subd. 13. Creating a condominium. The authority may, byitself or together with 
.. ~i 

any other entity, as to real or personal property comprising or app~itenant or ancillary to 

the stadium constructed and operated under this chapter or other law, act as a declarant and 
\ 

establish a condominium or leasehold condominium under chaptev. 515A, or a common 
. ' j 

interest community or leasehold common interest community und~~r chapter 515B, and 
Ii. 
r 

·5 
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6.1 may grant, establish, cteate, or join in other or related easements, agreements, and similar 

6.2 benefits and burdens tllat the authority may consider necessary or appropriate, and exercise 

6.3 any and all rights and1privileges and assume. obligations under them as a declarant, unit 
l 
i 

6.4 owner, or otherwise, it1sofar as practical and consistent with applicable law. The authority 
( ' 

6.5 may be a member of a~n association and the chair, any commissioners, and any officers 
~ ' 

6.6 and employees of the authority may serve on the board of an association under chapter 

6.7 515A or 515B or other law. 

6.8 Subd. 14. Procurement. (a) The authority and the Minnesota Vikings shall 

6.9 jointly select a constr~ction manager. With respect to the construction of the stadium, 

6.10 the construction manager must: 

6.11 .( 1) guarantee a rhaximum cost of construction; and 
! 

· 6.12 · (2) provide pay~~ent and performance bonds or other security reasonably acceptable 

6.13 to the authority in an amount equal to the guaranteed maximum cost of construction, and 
~ 
~ 

6.14 shall comply with all employment requirements applicable to city and state contracts for 
\ ' - ' 

6.15 construction, including prevailing wages as.defined in section 177.42, affirmative action, 

6.16 and outreach. 

6.17 (b) The lessee u~cler the stadium lease described in paragraph (c) or the construction 

6.18 manager may enter into contracts with contractors for labor, materials, supplies, and 
i 

6.19 . equipment to equip and construct the new stadium through the process of public bidding. 

6.20 ( c) -The lessee OL the construction manager may: 
ii 

6.21 (1) limit the list of eligible bidders to those that the construction manager determines 
j 

6.22 . possess sufficient expertise to perform the intended functions; 
~ ' 

6.23 (2) award contra'.cts to the .contractors that the construction manager determines 
~ . ' 

6.24 provide the best valueJ: which need not be the lowest responsible bidder; and 
' ' 

6.25 ._ (3) for work the tonstruction manager determines to be critical to the completion 
,c 

6.26 schedule, the construction manager may award contracts on the basis of competitive 

6.27 proposals or perform work with its own forces without soliciting competitive bids if the 

6.28 construction manager provides evidence of competitive pricing.· 
•'~ 

6.29 Sec. 7. [473J.06] ISSUANCE OF BONDS. 
! 

6.30 Subdivision 1. Bonds. (a) The authority may by resolution, by a vote of a majority 

6.31 of its members, authorize the sale and issuance of its bonds for; any or all of the following 
r 

6.32 purposes: 

6.33 (1) to provide f~~1ds and pay costs to predesign, design, con.struct, furnish, equip, 

6.34 and otherwise improve or better the sports facilities owned or to be owned by the authority 

6.35 pursuant to this act, in9luding construction of a retractable or fixed roof, and to finance 

. :··, 

" 
6 
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7.1 acquisition of fight-of-way and construction and reconstruction of1Interstate Highway 

7.2 35W and other trunk highways in Anoka County to improve access to the stadium; 

(2) to establish a reserve fund or funds for the bonds and to·rpay costs of issuance 
; 

7.4 of the bonds; ~ 
-

7.5 (3) to refund_bonds is_sued under this section; and 
. ( . 

7.6 ( 4) to fund judgments entered by any coutt against the auth6rity in matters relating 

7.7 to the authority's functions related to the sports facilities. 

7.8 (b) The county may by resolution by a vote of a majority or"'-its memb~rs, authorize 

7.9 the sale and issuance of its bonds for the costs of constructing and equipping the· stadium. 

7.10 Subd. 2~ Procedure. The bonds shall be sold, issued, and secured on the terms and 
. . . I 

1.11 conditions the authority or the county, as. applicable, determines to be in the best' interests 

7.12 of the authority or county and residents therein, except as otherw~se provided i~ this 
I 

7. t 3 chapter. The bonds may be sold at any price and at public or private sale as determined by 

the authority or county. They shall be payable solely from tax and\other revenues referred 

7.15 to in this chapter. The bonds shall not be a general obligation or gebt of the authority 

7.16 or any city, county, or the state, and shall _not be included in the ri~t debt of any city, 

7.17 county, or other subdivision of the state for the purpose of any ne·t debt limitation. No 

7.18 

7.19 

7.20 

7.21 

7.22 

7.25 

7.26 

7.27 

7.28 

7.29 

7.30 

7.31 

7.32 

7.33 

election shall be required. 

Subd. 3. Limitations. (a) The principal amount of the boilds issued under 

subdivision 1 shall not exceed the amounts authorized in this subdivision. The principal 

amount of bonds issued by the authority under subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clauses (1) 
ii -. J . 

and (2), shall be limited to $230,000,000 plus the amounts necess;iry to fund appropriate 

reserves and pay issuance costs. 
~ 

(b) The principal amount of the bonds issued by the county 1

1

.under subdivision 1., 

paragraph (b ), shall be limited to $280,000,000, plus the amounts'. necessary to fund 
·, 

appropriate reserves and pay issuance costs. 

( c) The authority and rthe county shall issue their bonds and'1 construction of the 

stadium may commence when the authority has made the following determinations: 

(1) the authority has executed a long-term use agreement with the Minnesota 

Vikings, meeting the requirements of section 473J.07; 

(2) the authority has executed a development and financing agreement with Anoka. · 

County, the city of Blaine, and the Minnesota Vikings meeting the\requirements of section 
'· 

473J.08; 

(3) the proceeds of bonds authorized and provided for in this subdivision will 

-i .J5 be sufficient, together with other capital funds that may be avaiiable to the authority 

7.36 for expenditure on the sports facilities, including, except as other~ise provided in this 

7 
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8.4 

8.5 

8.6 

8.7 

8.8 

8.9 

8.10 

8.11 

·8.12 

8.13 

8.14 

8.15 

8.16 

8.17 

8.18 

8.19 

8.20 

8.21 

8.22 

8.23 

. 8.24 

·8.25 

8.26 

8.27 

- 8.28 

8.29 

8.30 
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8.32 
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subdivision, the.acqui~ition, clearance; relocation, and legal costs referred to in clauses 

(4) and (5); 

( 4) the authority ,~as acquired t~tle to or an interest in all real property, including all 

easements, air rights, and other appurtenances needed for the construction and operation of 

the sports facility or h~s received a grant of funds or has entered into agreements sufficient 
::. 

in the judgment of the/authority to assure the receipt of funds, at the time and in the 

amou.nt required, to make any payment upon which the authority's acquisition of title or 

interest in and possession of the real property is conditioned; 

(5) the authority has 'received a grant of funds or entered into agreements sufficient 

in the judgment of the ~authority to assure the receipt of funds, at the time and in the 

" amount required, to pay all costs, except as provided in this subdivision, of clearing the 
\:i. 

real property needed for the construction and operation of the sports facilities, railroad 

tracks, and other structpres2 including, without limitation, all relocation costs, all utility 

relocation costs, and all legal costs; 

(6)-the authority has executed agreements to prevent strikes· that would halt, delay, or 

impede construction of the s·ports facilities; 
li 

(7) the authorityi;has executed agreements that will provide for the construction of 

the sports facilities foti::a certified or guaranteed construction price and completion date 

and which include performance bonds in an amount at least equal to 100 percent of the 
- . ·} 

certified or guaranteed;'.price to cover any costs that may be incurred over and above the 

certified price, includii;ig, but not limited to, costs incurred by the authority or loss of 
1; 
:;1 

revenues resulting from incomplete construction on the completion date; 
I ~ 

"'' 
(8) the anticipated revenue from the· operation of the sports facilities plus any 

{ . 

additional available re~emie of the authority will be an amount sufficient to pay when due 
' ' all debt service on the bonds issued under section 4731.06, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), 

. t . . 
plus all administration. operating, and maintenance expense of the sports facilities; 

(9) the authority .pas determined that all public and private funding sources for 

construetion and operation of the sports facilities are officially committed in writing and 

enforceable. The committed funds must be adequate to site, design, construct, furnish, 

equip, and service the::sports facilities debt, as well as to pay for the ongoing operation 
- ~ rr: 

1:.·1 

and maintenance of the· stadium; 
• . I 

"1' _; 0 " 

(10) the authori!Y shall ensure that a guaranty is in place in a form satisfactory 

to the authority. The guaranty may be in the form of a letter of credit, minimum net 

worth requirements, personal guara~ties or other surety covering the payments on terms 
-'. 

determined by the authority's negotiations with the Minnesota Vikings; and 

8 
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9.1 (11) the validity of any bonds issued under subdivision 1, p~ragraph (a), clauses (1) 

9.2 and (2), or paragraph (b ), and the obligation of the authority or .t~
1

e county related to 

9.3 them, shall not be conditioned upon or impaired by the authority's determination~ made 

9, under this subdivision. For purposes of using the bonds, the determinations made by the 
. ~ 

9.5 authority shall be deemed conclusive and the authority shall be ar;.d remain obligated 

9.6 for the security and payment of the bonds issued under subdivision 1, paragraph (a), 

9.7 irrespective of determinations that may be erroneous, inaccurate, dr otherwise mistaken. 

9.8 Subd. 4. Securit~ To the extent and in the manner providdd in this chapter, the 
:t;! 

9.9 taxes described in this chapter, the tax and other revenues ·of the attthority described in this 
'{ 

9.10 act, and any other revenues of the authority attributable to the spd'rts facilities, including 
!·~r. 

9.11 teams' and Anoka County contributions, shall be and reinain pledged and appropriated to 

9.12 the authority as ~ppropriate for the payment of all necessary ~nd t~asonable exp~nses of 

9.13 

9.16 

9.17 

9.18 

9.19 

9.20 

9.21 

9.22 

9.23 

9.26 

9.27 

9.28 

9.29 

9.30 

9.31 

9.32 

9.33 

9.34 

the operation, administration, maintenance of the sports facilities, .·and debt service of the 
1: 

bonds until all bonds or certificates of indebtedness· issued pursua'.tit to this. chapter are 
I' 

i 

fully paid or discharged in accordance with law. Bonds issued puf"suant to this chapter 

may be secured by a bond resolution, or by a trust indenture entered into by the authority 
1· 

or county, as applicable, with a corporate trustee within or outside the state, which shall 

define the tax and team contributions, and other sports facilities re::venues pledged for the 
; 

payment and security of the bonds. The pledge shall be a valid charge on the tax and all 

other revenues referred to in this chapter from the date when bonds are first issued or 

secured under the resolution or indenture and shall secure the payment of principal and 

interest and redemption premiums when due and the maintenance '.at all times of a reserve 
ii • 

or reserves securing payments. No mortgage of or security interest~ in any tangibie real or 

personal property shall be granted to the bondholders or the trustee, but they shall have a 

valid security interest in all tax and other revenues received and at;;counts receivable by 

the authority or county shall be hereunder, as against the claims of.~ all other persons in 

tort, contract, or otherwise, irrespective of whether the parties hav~ notice of the claims, 

and without possession or filing as provided in the Uniform Com~ercial Code or any 

other law. In the bond resolution or trust indenture, the· authority or county may make 

covenants, which shall be binding upon the authority or county, tha~ are determined to be 

usual and reasonably necessary for the protection of the bondhold~:rs. No pledge shall be 

revoked or amended by law or by action of the authority or county
1 
except in accordance 

with the terms of the bond resolution or indenture under which the~bonds are issued, until 

the obligations of the authority are fully discharged. 

Subd. 5. No full faith and credit. Any bonds or other obli~~tions issued by the 

9.36 authority or county under this act are not public debt of the state, ~.nd the full faith and 

9 
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credit and taxing pow~rs of the state are not pledged for their payment or of any payments 

that the state· agrees tc/make under this act. 

Subd. 6. Taxability of interest on bonds. The bonds authorized by this act may 

be issued whether or n~t the interest to be paid on them is gross .~ncome for federal tax 
:it 
. . 

purposes, provided thaJ the authority and the. county must make an effort to arrange the 
•I 

financing for the proje,bt in a manner that would allow the interest to be tax-exempt to the 
0 . 

• 1 
greatest extent possible. 

f, 

I 

Sec. 8. [473J.07] DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCING AGREEMENT. 
~I ,I 

Subdivision 1 . .A::greement reg uired. Prior to the issuance of bonds under section 

4731.06~ the authority .shall negotiate and enter into an agreement with Anoka County, 
h' 

the city of Blaine, and '.the Minnesota Vikings concerning the terms and conditions under 
,f: .. 

which t~e parties will ~ake contributions of funds, future revenues, interests in property 
.1i 

for the s1ite and public infrastructure, the method of completing design and construction, 
i 
I, 

10.14 - which m~y include the'. design build process, the integration of the stadium· and related 

10.15 

10.16 

10.17 

10.18 . 

10.19 

10.20 

10.21 

10.22 

-10.23 

l . 
infrastructure with surrounding development, and other matters relating to the stadium, 

~\ 

its operation, mainten~nce, and financing. This agreement shall, at a minimum, meet 
f . 

the requirements of this section. 

Subd. 2. Total public investment towards stadium project costs. The total public 
__ ;: 

-investment, includin~'.::Anoka County's revenue contributions and revenues collected by 
:·.1. 

the authority in the sta~ium district defined in section 4731.02, subdivision 2, shall not 

exceed 59 percent of tlie stadium project costs. As used in this seetion, "stadium project 
. : . I 

I :! 

costs" includes the costs of the following: 

( 1) acquisition of land needed for the stadium structure and .related parking and 

l 0.24 infrastructure; I' 

" 1· ,. 
I 

10.25 (2) design and construction of the stadium and related infrastructure; 

10.26 (3) finished space· and fixtures, furniture, and equipment within the .stadium project 
. . \ 

•j 

10.27 · for the Minnesota Vikings, concessions, suites, and the administrative offices of the 

10.28 authority; 

10.29 ( 4) land, design, ,~onstruction, fixtures, furniture, and equipment for the Minne so ta 
·J 

10.30 Vikings indoor practice facility and exhibition hall; and 
'j 
.1 

10.31 (5) professional ~nd administrative services necessary for issuance of bonds and 

10.32 related costs and for creating the authority. 
i 

10.33 The extent of th~ expenditures 'under this section is subject to the agreement of 

10.34 Anoka County and the Minnesota Vikings. Expenditures for finishing and equipping 
I' \,' . . 

It 

. ~ 

'' 'I 

10 
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11.1 the space within the stadium for the Minnesota Vikings is subject, to a per sguar~ foot 

11.2 maximum agreed to by the county and the team. 

Subd. 3. Team contribution. The team must contribute nojr.l.ess than $280,000,000 
·•I· 

11.4 to the sports facility costs. Team contributions may include, but are not limited to, 

11.5 contribution of laml, initiaLcash contributions, guaranteed annual payments, and 
I'. 

11.6 assignments of naming rights and permanent seat licenses,. but does not include payments 

11.7 ·of operating and maintenance expenses for the stadium, which must be made by the team. 

11.8 In addition to any other team contribution, the team must assume~ and pay when due 

11.9 · all cost overruns for the stadium. 

11.10 Sec. 9. [473J.08] USE AGREEMENT. 

11.11 Subdivision L Requirement. Prior to the issuance of bonds under section 473J.06, 
'.[ 

11.12 the authority must have enten~d into an agreement with the Minnesota Vikings and the 

11 13 National Football League meeting the requirements· of this section. · 
l 

I 

11.14 Subd. 2. Agreement with Minnesota Vikings. The authority shall enter into a use 

11.15 agreement with the Minnesota Vikings that, at a minimum, proyides for the fo~lowing: 
. I 

11.16 ( 1) the Minnesota Vikings. will use the stadium for all schedaled home preseason, 
;. I 

11.11 regular season, and postseason games that the team is entitled to 1ilay at home for a term 

11.18 of not less than 30 years; · 

11.19 (2) the agreement. must include terms for default, termination, and breach of 

11.20 agreement; and 

t 1.21 (3) the agreement must require specific performance and mflst not include escape 

11.22 clauses or buyout provisions. 

11.24 

11.25 

11.26 

11.27 

11.28 

11.29 

11.30 

11.31 

11.32 

] 1.34 

11.35 

11l . 

Subd. 3. Agreement with national football league. The a~.thority shall enter into 
- - 11 

an agreement with the National Football League guaranteeing the continuance of the 

Minnesota Vikings in the metropolitan area for the period of the agreements referred to in . 
\' 

subdivision 2, clause (1). 

Sec. 10. [473J.09] ANOKA COUNTY REVENUE SOURC~S; ADDITIONAL 

SPENDING AUTHORITY. 

Subdivision 1. General. Anoka County may utilize the ~olfowing revenue sources 

to make contributions to its share of the total stadium project costs. 
•I 

Subd. 2. Taxing authority. To provide local government rdvenues to finance the 

stadium under this act, including payment of debt service on obli7ations issued under 

section 473J.06, subdivision 1, paragraph (b), Anoka County maY: 
.i' 

( 1) impose a tax on restaurants, places of amusement, alco~6lic beverages or 
I 

prepared food, or a tax on lodging, or any of them; or 

11 



12.1 

12.2 

12.3 

12.4 

12.5 

12.6 

12.7 

12.8 

12.9 

12.10 

12.11 

12.12 

12.13 
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(2) impose a ge4eral sales and use tax on sales subject to taxation under chapter 
. ; 

297 A, within its jurisdiction of not more than 0.75 percent; the tax imposed under this 
.'; . ' . 

clause must terminatebo days after the stadium authority determines that sufficient 
l 

revenues have been received from this tax and other sources to retire or .redeem the bonds 
" ' 

~ 
issued under section 4731.06, subdivision 1, paragraph (b). 

y 

" 
These taxes may be imposed notwithstanding the provisions of section 477A.016. The 

~: 
<: 

requirements of section 297A.99, subdivisions 2 and 3 .. do not apply to any tax imposed 

under this subdivision. 

Subd. 3. Excess\revenues. In any year in which the revenues raised by the taxes 
' ,I· 

imposed under this s~~:tion exceed the amount necessary for payment of debt service on 

obligations issued under section 4731.06, subdivision 1, paragraph.Cb), the Anoka County 
'il" 

Board niay spend the excess for transportation and public safety projects in the county. 
I 1T 

Sec. 11.· [473J.10J.,kfADIUM TAX INCREMENT COMPUTATION. 

(a) The authoritJ may negotiate with the teams for the capture of stadium tax 
' I' 

increments as provide(!f in this section. 

(b) For any year, during which National Football League games are played in the 
. ·~, 

stadium constructed under this act, the commissioner of revenue shall, by March 1 of the 

followii;ig year, certifY~the amount of stadium taxes collected in the previous calendar 
I ':.' 

·year and the amount by which those taxes are in excess ofa baseline tax amount. _The 
I~ -

amount of stadium taxes that are certified by the ·commissioner as being in excess of the 
l, 

baseline tax amount mhst be deposited in a debt service account in the state treasury and is 

appropriat~d each yeair to the authority to pay the principal and interest on revenue bonds 
I ~ 

issued under section 4?3J.06, subdivisioff 1, paragraph (a), for the stadium. 
/, 

( c) The stadium faxes are the taxes collected at the stadium district as described in 
I J . 

this paragraph. Each yi~ar, stadium taxes equal the sum of ( 1) the withholding taxes due 

in a calendar year pursuant to section 290.92 by the Minnesota Vikings, (2) the sales tax 

on ticket sales for ad~~ssion to professional football-related events at the stadium and 

sales tax remitted by vendors and concessionaires for sales at professional football-related 
. ,/,1 . 

events occurring at ther;stadium in a calendar year, and (3) the st~te general tax imposed r . 
under section 275.025~~within the stadium district. The baseline tax amount is the amount 

of stadium taxes as determined in this paragraph for professional' football games or related 
./ 

events held in the Metfodome in 2004. The -sales tax fbr football-related events occurring 
·~i 

at the stadium must be~reported in the manner prescribed by the commissioner of revenue. 

12.34 (cl) The capture of tax increments under this. section terminates upon a determination 

12.35 by the ~uthority that s~fficient revenues have been raised from all sources authorized 

12 
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~: 

13.1 under this act to retire or redeem the bonds issued under section 473J.06, subdivision 1, 

13.2 paragraph (a). 

Sec. 12. [473J.11] ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENT~. 

13.4 The authority must ensure that environmental requirements imposed by appropriate 

1°3.5 regulatory agencies for _the sports facilities are complied with. " 

13.6 Amend the title accordingly 

13 
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1.1 Senator lJ.}_jj.i.oS ... moves to amend the delete-everything amendment (VIKINGS) 

12 to S.F. No. 2061 as follows: 

_ ~.3 Page 13, line 5, after the period, insert "The authority must ensure that the 

1.4 stadiun;i receives Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification 

1.5 for environmental design,· and to the extent practicable, that the stadium design is 

1.6 architecturally significant." 

I 



USE AFTER SENATE COMMl11'EE DEADLINE (March 28) 

Companion H.F. No.2.2iI.!£_ now in House i.:JOl !Jf\ <!: i'lf ffb._i6 Committee; 

FORM 6A-PD 

sent there on ~ _l}_, o& ; OR had second reading on _____ , 

COMMITTEE REPORT - WITH AMENDMENTS 

Committee on State and Local Government Operations 

S.F. No. 2061 
0 Resolution 
0 Re-referred (from.another co~mittee) 

Amendments: 

3) l/n~lM'"e Mar, h fhc, _j'Ul-~s+ . .. 
----~----,------i· ..e_x~+-' fiztch·cti6!c J /-nc 

__!.~--r;-- ~ l · ~fc:tdiUAn ;~ 01sl-ru.sfr.4 t-f-
~ ~~ .-)Y?qae :ke/, · 

{{ j} W' ~ h1+£_ JM 5& J- 11 LJ { J 0 r!_b.-l 

Committee recommendation: 
0 And when so amended the bill do pass. 

. . 

0 And when so amended the bill do pass and be placed· on the Consent Cale~dar . 

.IZJ. And when ~o amended the bill do pass and be re~referred to the Committee.on 

Taxes. 
No recommendation: And when so amended the bill be 
D (re-referred to the Committee on OR 
0(reported to the Senate). 

______ , __ (date of committee recommendation) 



SENATEE SA SS2061R 

1.1 Senator Higgins from the Committee on State and Local Government 
1.2 Operations, to which was referred 

S.F. No. 2061: A bill for an act relating to stadiums; providing for the financing of a 
football stadium in Anoka County; creating a stadium authority; authorizing the county 

1.5 to levy and collect certain taxes; amending Minnesota Statutes 2004, sections 297 A.68, 
1.6 by adding a subdivision; 297A.71, by adding a subdivision; proposing coding for new 
1.7 law as Minnesota Statutes, chapter 473J. 

1.8 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill be amended as follows: 

1.9 Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert: 

uo "Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 297A.71, is amended by adding a 

1.11 subdivision to read: 

1.12 Subd. 3 7. Stadium construction materials and equipment exempt. Materials 

1.13 and supplies used or consumed in, and equipment incorporated into the construction of 

1.14 a National Football League stadium constructed under chapter 473J are exempt. The 

1 .15 exemption under this subdivision temlinates one year after the first National Football 

.. 16 League game is played in the stadium. 

1.17 Sec. 2. [473J.01J PURPOSE. 

1.18 The legislature finds that construction of a new stadium that meets National 

1.19 Football League programmatic requirements, with a retractable or fixed roof, in the 

1.20 city of Blaine, county of Anoka, serves a public purpose. The legislature finds that the 

1.21 public purpose served includes retaining the Minnesota Vikings as a part of Minnesota's 

1.22 public amenities for its citizens and as a major attraction to visitors to the state, adding to 

1.23 the economic development of the state, Anoka County, and surrounding communities, 

1.24 attracting revenue from out of the state, and preserving the contributions of football to the 

· is culture of Minnesota and to the enjoyment of its citizens. Further, the legislature finds 

.L6 that a National Football League stadium may be financed as a public-private partnership 

1.27 between the state, Anoka County, the Minnesota Vikings, and other supporting interests 

1.28 that may contribute to the construction of a football stadium and related facilities. The 

1.29 legislature further finds that a new stadium should be coordinated with transportation 

1.30 and transit plans and activities. 

1.31 Sec. 3. [473J.02] DEFINITIONS. 

1.32 Subdivision 1. Terms. For the purposes of this chapter, the terms defined in this 

1.33 section have the meanings given them in this section, except as otherwise expressly 

1.34 provided or indicated by the context. 

1.35 Subd. 2. Author~ "Authority" means the Anoka County-Blaine Stadium 

J Authority. 

1 
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1.37 Subd. 3. Sports facilities. "Sports facilities" means the stadium, with a retractable 

1.38 or fixed roof, adjoining structures related to the operation of the stadium, practice 

2.1 facilities, including preseason training camp facilities, and other supporting infrastructure, 

2.2 including parking. 

2.3 Subd. · 4. Stadium district. "Stadium district" means a district, containing the 

2.4 National Football League stadium and consisting of no more than 740 contiguous acres 

2.5 surrounding the sports facilities that is jointly designated by the authority, Anoka County, 

2.6 and the city of Blaine. 

2.1 Sec. 4. [473J.03] LOCATION. 

2.8 The new National Football League stadium shall be located in the city of Blaine, 

2.9 Anoka County, Minnesota. 

2.10 Sec. 5. [473J.04] ANOKA COUNTY-BLAINE STADIUM AUTHORITY; 

2.11 MEMBERSHIP; ADMINISTRATION. 

2.12 · Subdivision 1. General. The Anoka County-Blaine Stadium Authority is established 

2.13 and shall be organized and administered as provided in this section. The authority shall 

2.14 have those powers authorized by section 473J.05. 

2.15 Subd. 2. Membership. The authority shall have seven members, three of whom 

2.16 shall be appointed by the Anoka County Board of Commissioners and three of whom shall 

2.17 be appointed by the Blaine City Council. The seventh member shall be a chair appointed 

2.18 as provided in subdivision 3. 

2.19 Subd. 3. Chair. The chair shall be appointed by the governor as the seventh voting 

2.20 member and shall meet all the qualifications of a member. The chair shall preside at all 

2.21 meetings of the authority, if present, and shall perform all other duties and functions 

2.22 assigned by the authority or by law. The authority may appoint from among its members a 

2.23 vice-chair to act for the chair during temporary absence or disability. 

2.24 Subd. 4. Qualifications. A member shall not, during a term of office, hold any 

2.25 judicial office or office of state or local government. Each member shall qualify by taking 

2.26 and subscribing the oath of office prescribed by the Minnesota Constitution, article V, 

2.21 section 6. 

2.28 Subd. 5. Terms. The initial terms of three members shall end the first Monday of 

2.29 January 201 O. Two of these members must be appointed by the Anoka County Board, and 

2.30 one by the Blaine City Council. The terms of the other members and the chair shall end 

2.31 the first Monday in January 2012. Subsequent terms of each member and chair shall be 

2.32 four years. The term shall continue until a successor is appointed and qualified. Members 

2.33 may be removed only for cause. 
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2.34 Subd. 6. Vacancies. Vacancies shall be filled by the appropriate appointing authority 

2.35 in the same manner in which the original appointment was made. 

Subd. 7. Compensation. Each authority member shall be paid $50 for each day 

3.2 when the member attends one or more meetings or provides other services, as authorized 

3.3 by the authority, and shall be reimbursed for all actual and necessary expenses incurred 

3.4 in the performance of duties. The chair of the authority shall receive, unless otherwise 

3.5 provided by other law, a salary in an amount fixed by the members of the authority and 

3.6 shall be reimbursed for reasonable expenses to the same extent as a member. The annual 

3.7 budget shall provide as a separate account anticipated expenditures for per diem, travel, 

3.8 and associated expenses for the chair and members, and compensation or reimbursement 

3.9 shall be made to the chair and members only when budgeted. 

3.10 Subd. 8. Regular and special meetings. The authority shall meet regularly at least 

' once each month, at a time and place as the authority shall by resolution designate. Special 

3.12 meetings may be held at any time upon the call of the chair. or a majority of the members, 

3.13 upon written notice to each member at least three days prior to the meeting, or upon other 

3.14 notice that the authority provides by resolution. Unless otherwise provided, any action of 

3.15 the authority may be taken by affirmative vote of a majority of the members. A majority 

3.16 of all the members of the authority constitutes a quorum, but a lesser number may meet 

3.17 and adjourn from time to time and compel the attendance of absent members. 

3.18 Subd: 9. Executive director. The authority shall appoint an executive director 

3.19 who shall be chosen on the basis of training, experience, and other related qualifications. 

3.20 The executive director shall serve at the pleasure of the authority, but shall not vote, and 

3.21 shall have the following powers and duties: 

2 (1) see that all resolutions, rules, or orders of the authority are enforced; 

3.23 (2) appoint and remove all subordinate officers and regular employees of the 

3.24 authority; 

3.25 (3) present to the authority plans, studies, or reports prepared for authority purposes 

3.26 and recommend to the authority for adoption the measures the executive director deems 

3.27 necessary to enforce or carry out the powers and duties of the authority, or to the efficient 

3 .28 administration of the affairs of the authority; 

3.29 ( 4) keep the authority fully advised as to its financial condition, prepare and submit 

3.30 to the authority its annual budget, and other financial information it requests; 

3.31 (5) recommend to the authority for adoption the rules the executive director deems 

1 necessary for the efficient operation of the authority's functions; and 

j .33 ( 6) perform other duties prescribed by the authority. 

3.34 Sec. 6. [473J.05] POWERS OF AUTHORITY. 

3 
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4.1 Subdivision 1. General.· The authority has all powers necessary or convenient to 

4.2 accomplish the purposes of this chapter, including, but not limited to, those specified 

4.3 in this section. 

4.4 Subd. 2. Actions. The authority may sue and be sued and is a public body within 

4.5 the meaning of chapter 562. 

4.6 . Subd. 3. Acquisition of property. The authority may acquire by lease, purchase, 

4.7 monetary or land contribution, or devise all necessary right, title, and interest in and to real 

4.8 or personal property deemed necessary to the purposes contemplated by this chapter. 

4.9 Subd. 4. Tax exemption. Any real or personal property acquired, owned, leased, 

4.10 controlled, used, or occupied by the authority for any of the purposes of this chapter 

4.11 is declared to be acquired, owned, leased, controlled, used, and occupied for public, 

4.12 governmental, and municipal purposes, and is exempt from ad valorem taxation by the state 

4.13 or any political subdivision of the state. The properties are subject to special assessments 

4.14 levied by a political subdivision for a local improvement in amounts proportionate to and 

4.15 not exceeding the special benefit received by the properties from the improvement. No 

4.16 possible use of any of the properties in any manner different from their use under this 

4.17 chapter at the time shall be considered in determining the special benefit received by the 

4.18 properties. All assessments are subjectto final confirmation by the authority, whose 

4.19 ·determination of the benefits is conclusive upon the political subdivision levying the 

4.20 assessment. Notwithstanding section 272.01, subdivision2, or 273.19, property leased by 

4.21 the authority to another person for uses related to the purposes of this chapter is exempt 

4.22 from taxation regardless of the length of the lease. This exemption includes concessions, 

4.23 suites, locker rooms, and clubhouse facilities in the stadium and parking facilities on the 

4.24 stadium site, as well as space occupied by the authority. It does not include team offices, 

4.25 residential, business, or commercial development, or parking facilities primarily for these 

4.26 uses, or other property not directly related to the operation of a stadium facility. 

4.27 Subd. 5. Liquor licenses. The city of Blaine may issue one or more intoxicating 

4.28 liquor licenses for the stadium. These licenses are in addition to the number authorized by 

4.29 law. All provisions of chapter 340A not inconsistent with this subdivision apply to the 

4.30 licenses authorized under this subdivision. 

4.31 Subd. 6. Facility operation. The authority may equip, improve, operate, manage, 

4.32 maintain, and control the sports facilities constructed, remodeled, or acquired under the 

4.33 provisions of this chapter. The authority may delegate any of these duties to a qualified 

4.34 third party. The authority must seek to promote and maximize the use of the sports 

4.35 facilities for nonfootball events. 

4 
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5.1 Subd. 7. Disposition of property. The authority may sell, lease, or otherwise 

5.2 dispose of any real or personal property acquired by it, which is no longer required for 

accomplishment of its purposes. The property must be sold in accordance with the 

5.4 procedures provided by section 469.065, except subdivisions 6 and 7. 

5.5 Subd. 8. Gifts and grants .. The authority may accept donations of money, property, 

5.6 or services; may apply for and accept grants or loans of money or other property from the 

5.7 United States, the state, any subdivision of the state, or any person for any of its purposes; 

5.8 may enter into any agreement required in connection therewith; and may hold, use, and 

5.9 dispose of the donations according to the terms of the gifts, grant, loan, or agreement. In 

5.10 evaluating proposed monetary contributions, grants, loans, and agreements required in 

5.11 connection therewith, the authority shall examine the possible short-range and long-range 

5.12 impact on authority revenues and authority operating.expenditures. The authority must 

·' notify potential contributors that contributions qualify for the charitable contribution 

· ~.14 deductions under section 170 of the Internal Revenue Code, provided that the contributor 

5.15 does not receive substantial direct benefit from the contribution. 

5.16 Subd. 9. Issuance of bonds. The authority may authorize the sale and issuance of 

5.17 bonds in the manner and for the purposes set out in section 473106. 

5.18 Subd. 10. Research. The authority may conduct research studies and programs; 

5.19 collect and analyze data; prepare reports, maps, charts, and tables; and conduct all 

5.20 necessary hearings and investigations in connection with its functions. 

5.21 Subd. 11. Use agreements. The authority may lease, license, or enter into 

5.22 agreements and may fix, alter, charge, and collect rentals, fees, and charges to all persons 

5.23 for the use, occupation, and availability of part or all of any premises, property, or 

~ facilities under its ownership, operation, or control for purposes that will provide athletic, 

5.25 educational, cultural, commercial, or other entertainment, instruction, or activity for 

5.26 citizens of the state of Minnesota and visitors. Any use agreement may provide that 

5.27 the other contracting Pilliv has exclusive use of the premises at the times agreed upon, 

5.28 including exclusive use and control for the term of its agreement by the Minnesota Vikings. 

5.29 Subd. 12. Insurance. The authority may require any employee to obtain and 

5.30 file with it an individual bond or fidelity insurance policy. It may procure insurance in 

5.31 the amounts it considers necessary against liability of the authority or its officers and 

5.32 employees for personal injury or death and property damage or destruction, with the force 

5.33 and effect stated in chapter 466, and against risks of damage to or destruction of any of 

, 4 its facilities, equipment, or other property. 

:J.35 Subd. 13. Creating a condominium. The authority may, by itself or together with 

5.36 any other entity, as to real or personal property comprising or appurtenant or ancillary to 
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6.1 the stadium constructed and operated under this chapter or other law, act as a declarant and 

6.2 establish a condominium or leasehold condominium under chapter 515A, or a common 

6.3 interest community or leasehold common interest community under chapter 515B, and 

6.4 may grant, establish, create, or join in other or relate4 easements, agreements, and similar 

6.5 benefits and burdens that the authority may consider necessary or appropriate, and exercise 

6.6 any and all rights and privileges and assume obligations under them as a declarant, unit 

6.7 owner, or otherwise, insofar as practical and consistent with applicable law. The authority 

6.8 may be a member of an association and the chair, any commissioners, and any officers 

6.9 and employees of the authority may serve on the board of an association under chapter 

6.10 515A or 515B or other law. 

6.11 Subd. 14. Procurement. (a) The authority and the Minnesota Vikings shall 

6.12 jointly select a construction manager. With respect to the construction of the stadium, 

6.13 the construction manager must: 

6.14 (1) guarantee a maximum cost of construction; 

6.15 (2) provide payment and performance bonds or other security reasonably acceptable 

6.16 to the authority in an amount equal to the guaranteed maximum cost of construction, and 

6.17 shall comply with all employment requirements applicable to city and state contracts for 

6.18 construction, including prevailing wages as defined in section 177.42, affirmative action, 

6.19 and outreach; and 

6.20 (3) ensure that, to the greatest extent practicable, the stadium is constructed of 

6.21 American-made steel. 

6.22 (b) The lessee under the stadium lease described in paragraph ( c) or the construction 

6.23 manager may enter into contracts with contractors for labor,· materials, supplies, and 

6.24 equipment to equip and construct the new stadium through the process of public bidding. 

6.25 ( c) The lessee or the construction manager may: · 

6.26 (1) limit the list of eligible bidders to those that the construction manager determines 

6.27 possess sufficient expertise to perform the intended functions; 

6.28 (2) award contracts to the contractors that the construction manager determines 

6.29 provide the best value, which need not be the lowest responsible bidder; and 

6.30 (3) for work the construction manager determines to be critical to the completion 

6.31 schedule, the construction manager may award contracts on the basis of competitive 

6.32 proposals or perform work with its own forces without soliciting competitive bids if the 

6.33 construction manager provides evidence of competitive pricing. 

6.34 Sec. 7. [473J.06J ISSUANCE OF BONDS. 
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7.1 Subdivision 1. Bonds. (a) The authority may by resolutio~, by a vote of a majority 

7 .2 of i~s members, authorize the sale and issuance of its bonds for any or all of the following 

purposes: 

7.4 (1) to provide funds and pay costs to predesign, design, construct, furnish, equip, 

7.5 and otherwise improve or better the sports facilities owned or to be owned by the authority. 

7.6 pursuant to this act, including construction of a retractable or fixed roof, and to finance 

7.7 acquisition of right-of-way and construction and reconstruction of Interstate Highway 

7.8 35W and other trunk highways in Anoka County to improve access to the stadium; 

7.9 (2) to establish a reserve fund or funds for the bonds and to pay costs of issuance 

7.10 of the bonds; 

7.11 (3) to refund bonds issued under this section; and 

7.12 (4) to fund judgments entered by any court against the authority in matters relating 

1 to the authority's functions related to the sports facilities. 

7.14 (b) The county may by resolution by a vote of a majority-of its members, authorize 

7.15 the sale and issuance of its bonds for the costs of constructing and equipping the stadium. 

7.16 Subd. 2. Procedure. The bonds shall be sold, issued, and secured on the terms and 

7.17 conditions the authority or the county, as applicable, determines to be in the best interests 

7.18 of the authority or county and residents therein, except as otherwise provided in this 

7.19 chapter. The bonds may be sold at any price and at public or private sale as determined by 

7 .20 the authority or county. They shall be payable solely from tax and other revenues referred 

7.21 . to in this chapter. The bonds shall not be a general obligation or debt of the authority 

7.22 or any city, county, or the state, and shall not be included in the net debt of any city, 

7.23 county, or other subdivision of the state for the purpose of any net debt limitation. No 

4 election shall be required. 

7.25 Subd. 3. Limitations. (a) The principal amount of the bonds issued under 

7.26 subdivision 1 shall not exceed the amounts authorized in this subdivision. The principal 

7.27 amount of bonds issued by the authority under subdivision 1, paragraph (a), clauses (1) 

7.28 and (2), shall be limited to $230,000,000 plus the amounts necessary to fund appropriate 

7.29 reserves and pay issuance costs. 

7.30 (b) The principal amount of the bonds issued by the county under subdivision 1, 

7.31 paragraph (b), shall be limited to $280,000,000, plus the amounts necessary to fund 

7.32 appropriate reserves and pay issuance costs. 

7.33 ( c) The authority and the county shall issue their bonds and construction of the 

1 stadium may commence when the authority has made the following determinations: 

·1.35 (1) the authority has executed a long-term use agreement with the Minnes~ta 

7.36 Vikings, meeting the requirements of section 473107; 
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8.1 (2) the authority has executed a development and financing agreement with Anoka 

8.2 County, the city of Blaine, and the Minnesota Vikings meeting the requirements of section 

8.3 473J.08; 

8.4 (3) the proceeds of bonds authorized and provided for in this subdivision will 

8.5 be sufficient, together with other capital funds ~at may be available to the authority · 

8.6 for expenditure on the sports facilities, including, except as otherwise provided in this 

8.7 subdivision, the acquisition, clearance, relocation, and legal costs referred to in clauses 

8.8 ( 4) and (5); 

8.9 (4) .the authority has acquired title to or an interest in all real property, including all 

8.10 easements, air rights, and other appurtenances needed for the construction and operation of 

8.11 the sports facility or has received a grant of funds or has entered into agreements sufficient 

8.12 in the judgment of the authority to ·assure the receipt of funds, at the time and in the 

8.13 amount required, to make any payment upon which the authority's acquisition of title or 

8.14 interest in and possession of the real property is conditioned; 

8.15 (5) the authority has received a grant of funds or entered into agreements sufficient 

8.16 in ~e judgment of the authority to assure the receip~ of funds, at the time and in the 

8.17 amount required, to pay all costs, except as provided in this subdivision, of clearing the 

8.18 real property needed for the construction and operation of the sports facilities, railroad 

8.19 tracks, and other structures, including, without limitation, all relocation. costs, all utility 

8.20 relocation costs, and all legal costs; 

8.21 (6) the authority has executed agreements to prevent strikes that would halt, delay, or 

8.22 impede construction of the sports facilities; 

8.23 (7) the authority has executed agreements that will provide for the construction of 

8.24 the sports facilities for a certified or guaranteed construction price and completion date 

8.25 and which include performance bonds in an amount at least equal to 100 percent of the 

8.26 certified or guaranteed price to cover any costs that may be incurred over and above the 

8.27 certified price, including, but not limited to, costs incurred by the authority or loss of 

8.28 revenues resulting from incomplete construction on the completion date; 

8.29 (8) the anticipated revenue from the operation of the sports facilities plus any 

8.30 additional availab~e revenue of the authority will be an amount sufficient to pay when due 

8.31 all debt service on the bonds issued under section 473J.06, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), 

8.32 plus all administration, operating, and maintenance expense of the sports facilities; 

8.33 (9) the authority has determined that all public and private funding sources for 

8.34 construction and operation of the sports facilities are officially committed in writing and 

8.35 enforceable. The committed funds must be adequate to site, design, construct, furnish, 
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9 .1 equip, and .service the sports facilities debt, as well as to pay for the ongoing operation 

o ·i and maintenance of the stadium; 

(10) the authority ,,~hall ensure that a guaranty is in place in a form satisfactory 

9 .4 to the authority. The gu~.lfanty may be in the form of a letter of credit, minimum net 

9 .5 worth requirements, penmnal guaranties or other surety covering the payments on terms 

9.6 determined by the authority's negotiations with the Minnesota Vikings; and 

9.7 (11) the validity of any bonds issued under subdivision I, paragraph (a), clauses (1) 

9.8 and (2), or paragraph (b), and the obligation of the authority or the county related to 

9.9 them, shall not be conditioned upon or impaired by the authority's determinations made 

9.10 .under this subdivision. For purposes of using the bonds, the determinations made by the 

9.11 authority shall be deemed conclusive and the authority shall be and remain obligated 

9.12 for the security and payment of the bonds issued under subdivision 1, paragraph (a), 

irrespective of determinations that may be erroneous, inaccurate, or otherwise mistaken. 

9.14 Subd. 4. Security. To the extent and in the manner provided in this chapter, the. 

9.15 taxes described in this chapter, the tax and other revenues of the authority described in this 

9.16 act, and any other revenues of the authority attributable to the sports facilities, including 

9 .17 teams' and Anoka County contributions, shall be and remain pledged and appropriated to 

9.18 the authority as appropriate for the payment of all necessary and reasonable expenses of 

9 .19 the operation, administration, maintenance of the sports facilities, and debt service of the 

9 .20 bonds until all bonds or certificates of indebtedness issued pursuant to this chapter are 

9.21 fully paid or discharged in accordance with law. Bonds issued pursuant to this chapter 

9 .22 may be secured by a bond resolution, or by a trust indenture entered into by the authority 

" "3 or county, as applicable.i .. with a corporate trustee within or outside the state, which shall 

__ A define the tax and team contributions, and other sports facilities revenues pledged for the 

9.25 payment and security of the bonds. The pledge shall be a valid charge on the tax and all 

9 .26 other revenues referred to in this chapter from the date when bonds are first issued or 

9 .27 secured under the resolution or indenture and shall secure the payment of principal and 

9 .28 interest and redemption premiums when due and the maintenance at all times of a reserve 

9.29 or reserves securing payments. No mortgage of or security interest in any tangible real or 

9 .30 personal property shall be granted to the bondholders or the trustee, but they shall have a 

9.31 valid security interest in all tax and other revenues received and accounts receivable by 

9 .32 the authority or county shall be hereunder, as against the claims of all other persons in 

9.33 tort, contract, or otherwise, irrespective of whether the parties have notice of the claims, 

and without possession or filing as provided in the Uniform Commercial Code or any 

9.35 other law. In the bond resolution or trust indenture, the authority or county may make 

9 .36 covenan~s, which shall be binding upon the authority or county, that are determined to be 
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10.1 usual and reasonably necessary for the protection of the bondho~ders. No pledge shall be 

10.2 revoked or amended by law or by action of the authority or COUI!.tv except in accordance 

10.3 with the terms of the bond resolution or indenture under which ¢.e bonds are issued, until 

10.4 the obligations of the authority are fully discharged. 

10.s Subd. 5. No full faith and credit. Any bonds or other obligations issued by the 

10.6 authority or county under this act are not public debt of the state, and the full faith and 

10.7 credit and taxing powers of the state are not pledged for their payment or of any payments 

10.8 that the state agrees to make under this act. 

10.9 Subd. 6. Taxability of interest on bonds. The bonds authorized by this act may 

10.10 be issued whether or not the interest to be paid on them is gross income for federal tax 

10.11 purposes, provided that the authority and the county must make an effort to arrange the 

10.12 financing for the project in a manner that would allow the interest to be tax-exempt to the 

10.13 greatest extent possible. 

10.14 Sec. 8. [473J.07] DEVELOPMENT AND FINANCING AGREEMENT. 

10.15 Subdivision 1. Agreement required. Prior to the issuance of bonds under section 

10.16 473J.06, the authority shall negotiate and enter into an agreement with Anoka County, 

10.17 the city of Blaine, and the Minnesota Vikings concerning the terms and conditions under 

10.18 which the parties will make contributions of funds, future revenues, interests in property 

10.19 for the site and public infrastructure, the method of completing design and construction, 

10.20 which may include the design build process, the integration of the stadium and related 

10.21 infrastructure with surrounding development, and other matters relating to the stadium, 

10.22 its operation, maintenance, and financing. This agreement shall, at a minimum, meet 

10.23 the requirements of this section. 

10.24 Subd. 2. Total public investment towards stadium project costs. The total public 

10.25 investment, including Anoka County's revenue contributions and revenues collected by 

10.26 the authority in the stadium district defined in section 473J.02, subdivision 2, shall not 

10.27 exceed 59 percent of the stadium project costs. As used in this section, "stadium project 

10.28 costs". includes the costs of the following: 

10.29 (1) acquisition of land ne~ded,_for the stadium structure and related parking and 

10.30 infrastructure; 

10.31 (2) design and construction of the stadium and related infrastructure; 

10.32 (3) finished space and fixtures, furniture, and equipment within the stadium project 

10.33 for the.Minnesota Vikings, concessions, suites, and the administrative offices of the 

10.34 authority; 

10.35 ( 4) land, design, construction, fixtures, furniture, and equipment for the Minnesota 

10.36 Vikings indoor practice facility and exhibition hall; and 

10 
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11.1 (5) professional and administrative services necessary for issuance of bonds and 

11.2 related costs and for creating the authority. 

The extent of the expenditures under this section is subject to the agreement of 

11.4 Anoka County and the Minnesota Vikings. Expenditures for finishing and equipping 

11.5 the space within the stadium for the Minnesota Vikings is subject to a per square foot 

11.6 maximum agreed to by the county and the team. 

11.7 Subd. 3. Team contribution. The team must contribute no less than $280,000,000 

11.8 to the sports facilitY ·costs. Team contributions may include, but are not limited to, 

11.9 contribution of land, initial cash contributions, guaranteed annual payments, and 

11.10 assignments of naming rights and permanent seatJicenses, but does not include payments 

11.11 of operating and maintenance expenses for the stadium, which must be made by the team. 

11.12 In addition to any other team contribution, the team must assume and pay when due 

13 all cost overruns for the' stadium. 

11.14 Sec. 9. [473J.08] USE AGREEMENT. 

11.15 Subdivision 1. Requirement. Prior to the issuance of bonds under section 473106, 

11.16 the authority must have entered into an agreement with the Minnesota Vikings and the 

11.17 National Football League meeting the requirements of this section. 

11.18 Subd. 2. Agreement with Minnesota Vikings. The authority shall enter into a use 

11.19 agreement with the Minnesota Vikings that, at a minimum, provides for the following: 

11.20 (I) the Minnesota Vikings will use the stadium for all scheduled home preseason, 

11.21 regular season, and postseason games that the team is entitled to play at home for a term 

11.22 of not less than 30 years; 

'B (2) the agreement must include terms for default, termination, and breach of 

i 1.24 agreement; and . 

11.25 (3) the agreement must require specific performance and must not include escape 

11.26 clauses or buyout provisions. 

11.27 Subd. 3. Agreement with national football league. The authority shall enter into 

11.28 an agreement with the National Football League guaranteeing the continuance of the 

11.29 Minnesota Vikings in the metropolitan area for the period of the agreements referred to in 

11.30. subdivision 2, clause {11. 

11.31 Sec. 10. [473J.09J ANOKA COUNTY REVENUE SOURCES; ADDITIONAL 

11.32 SPENDING AUTHORITY. 

· 33 Subdivision 1. General. Anoka County may utilize the following revenue sources 

11.34 to make contributions to its share of the total stadium project costs. 
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12.1 Subd. 2. Taxing authority. To provide local government revenues to finance the 

12.2 stadium under this act, including payment of debt service on obligations issued under 

12.3 section 473J.06, subdivision 1, paragraph (b), Anoka County may: 

12.4 (1) impose a tax on restaurants, places of amusement, alcoholic beverages or 

12.5 prepared food, or a tax on lodging, 'or any of them; or 

12.6 (2) impose a general sales and use tax on sales subject to taxation under chapter 

12.7 297A, within its jurisdiction of not more than 0.75 percent; the tax imposed under this 

12.8 · clause must terminate 30 days after the stadium authority determines that sufficient 

12.9 revenues have be.en received from this tax and other sources to retire or redeem the bonds 

12.10 issued under section 473106, subdivision 1, paragraph (b). 

12.11 . These taxes may be imposed notwithstanding the provisions of section 477A.016. 

12.12 The requirements of section 297A.99, subdivisions 2 and 3, do not apply to any tax 

12.13 imposed under this subdivision. 

12.14 Subd. 3. Excess revenues. In any year in which the revenues raised by the taxes 

12.15 imposed·under this section exceed the amount necessary for payment of debt service· on 

12.16 obligations issued under section 473106, subdivision 1, paragr~ph (b), the Anoka County 

12.17 Board may spend the excess for transportation and public safety projects ·in the county. 

12.18 Sec. 11. [473J.10] STADIUM TAX INCREMENT COMPUTATION. 

12.19 (a) The authority may negotiate with the teams for the capture of stadium tax 

12.20 increments as provided in this section. 

12.21 (b) For any year during which National Football League games are played in the 

12.22 stadium constructed under this act, the commissioner of revenue shall, by March 1 of the 

12.23 following year, certify the amount of stadium taxes collected in the previous calendar 

12.24 year and the amount by which those taxes are in excess of a baseline tax amount. The 

12.25 amount of stadium taxes that are certified by the commissioner as being in excess of the 

12.26 baseline tax amount must be deposited in a debt service account in the state treasury and is 

12.27 appropriated ·each year to the authority to pay the principal and interest on revenue bonds 

12.28 issued under section 473106, subdivision 1, paragraph (a), for the stadium. 

12.29 (c) The stadium taxes are the taxes collected at the stadium district as described in 

12.30 this paragraph. Each year, stadium taxes·equal the sum of (1) the withholding taxes due 

12.31 . in a calendar year pursuant to section 290.92 by the Minnesota Vikings, (2) the sales tax 

12.32 on ticket sales for admission to professional football-related events at the stadium and 

12.33 sales tax remitted by vendors and concessionaires for sales at professional football-related 

12.34 events occurring at the stadium in a calendar year, and (3) the state general tax imposed 

12.35 under section 275.025, within the stadium district. The baseline tax amount is the amount 

12.36 of stadium taxes as determined in this paragraph for professional football games or related 

12 
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13.1 events held in the Metrodome in 2004. The sales tax for football-related events occurring 

13.2 at the stadium must be reported in the manner prescribed by the commissioner of revenue. 

( d) The capture of tax increments under this section terminates upon a determination 

13.4 by the authority that sufficient revenues have been raised from all sources authorized 

13.5 under this act to retire or redeem the bonds issued under section 4731.06, subdivision 1, 

13.6 paragraph (a). 

13.7 Sec. 12. [473J.11] ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS. 

13.8 The authority must ensure that environmental requirements imposed by appropriate 

13.9 regulatory agencies for the sports facilities are complied with. The authority must ensure 

13.1 o that the stadium receives Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 

13.11 certification for environmental design, and to the extentpracticable, that the stadium 

13.12 design is architecturally significant." 

13 Amend the title accordingly 

13.14 And when so amended the bill do pass and be re-referred to the Committee on 
13.15 Taxes. Amendments adopted. Report adopted. 

13.16 
13.17 

13.18 
13.19 

April 5,. 2006 ............................. · ......................... . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 
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ANOKA COUNTY 

AND 

THE MINNESOTA VIKINGS 

OVERVIEW 
NORTHERN LIGHTS - MINNESOTA'S SPORTS, RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 

What are the details of the proposed project? 
• A proposed 68,500-seat retractable roof stadium and associated community development 

located just off l-35W in Blaine, 15 minutes north of both Minneapolis and St. Paul. 
• The stadium will be the anchor of a sports, retail and entertainment center that will feature a 

unique mix of retail shops, office buildings, private residences, and nature preserves along 
with a medical center and a hotel. 

• $1 billion in private capital from Vikings' ownership will be invested in this economic 
development project. 

• The cost of the stadium development is projected to be $675 million for stadium and on-site 
infrastructure; an additional $115 million is recommended for off-site infrastructure, such as 
improvements to l-35W. 

• The county and team seek legislation to authorize the local option sales tax and to establish a 
special taxing district for the project (14 Minnesota communities already have a local option 
sales tax, and 11 others have the authority for such a tax but have not yet implemented it). 

• The proposal asks the state to bond $115 million to pay for on-site infrastructure and a portion 
of the retractable roof. Separate of the stadium project, the proposal asks the state to 
accelerate planned off-site road improvements, such as widening l-35W and improving access 
to the freeway at a cost of an additional $115 million, which could also be paid for with project
generated revenues. 

• Stadium Financing: 
o $280 million in private investment from the Minnesota Vikings. 
o $280 million from Anoka County through a % percent sales tax (75¢ per $100 

purchase). 
o $115 million in state bonding for on-site infrastructure and a portion of the retractable 

roof to be paid back by incremental revenues generated by the development (sales tax 
TIF). 

How will this project benefit the state of Minnesota? 
• Brings in unprecedented private investment, adding thousands of jobs, building the area's 

infrastructure and contributing millions of dollars to the tax base. 
• Has total economic and fiscal impact of approximately $100 million per year through growth in 

the property tax base, sales taxes generated within the development and benefits to the state 
from enhanced economic activity, not including such special events as a Super Bowl and 
NCAA Final Four tournament. 

• Provides local economic impact from the projected millions of visitors each year to Anoka 
County for Vikings' games and other events. 

• Accelerates planned regional roadway projects and provides a revenue source for such 
projects (revenue that wouldn't be available but for this project). Frees up transportation funds 
for other projects in the state. 

• Produces an estimated 4,000 construction jobs and 9,000 permanent, full-time jobs. 
• Places Minnesota in the upper echelon of sports tourism destinations in the Midwest and the 

country. 
• Provides Vikings fans and all Minnesotans a world-class, year-round, state-of-the-art facility. 



How does this proposal impact Minnesota taxpayers? 
• The state's entire contribution - including the roads the state has already committed to build 

with transportation funds - is to be paid by new state tax proceeds generated by the project. 

Why should the Minnesota Legislature resolve the Vikings stadium issue in 2006? 
• The proposal provides an opportunity for $1 billion in private investment, which will add 

thousands of jobs, build the area's infrastructure and contribute millions of dollars to the local 
tax base. 

• The stadium plan is fiscally responsible and finally resolves the Vikings' stadium issue after 
years of delay. 

• This plan meets the Governor's "but for" test for the state portion of financing - that "but for" 
this development, the state would not receive the tax revenues that can be applied to this 
project. No state general fund-dollars would be used. 

• Delaying this project will cost millions in inflationary expenses due to rising interest rates and 
increasing labor, construction and steel costs. 

• Further inaction risks losing the local partners of Blaine and Anoka County and makes any 
stadium solution immensely more difficult in the future. 

• The lack of conclusion on the three stadium proposals (Gophers, Twins, and Vikings) has 
become a symbol to the public of legislative indecision and inaction. It is time to stop talking 
and get these deals done. 

Contacts: Steve Novak (Anoka County) at 763-323-5727 or Lester Bagley (Minnesota Vikings) at 
952-918-8350 

NORTHERN LIGHTS -
MINNESOTA'S SPORTS RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 



...:mice January 2004, Anoka 
County has proposed a more than 
$1.5 billion mixed-use 
development that would include 
an NFL stadium on the 7 40-acre 
site in Blaine along 35W. In June 
2005, a developer emerged when 

real estate developer Zygi Wilf 
bought the Minnesota Vikings. 

Wilf has presented a proposed 
master plan called "The 
Minnesota Sports, Retail and 
Entertainment Center" for a 
mixed-use private development 
surrounding an NFL stadium complex. He has called the enclosed retail center leading up to the stadium the 
"Northern Lights at Blaine." 

,1e Stadium Retail Shops Corporate Center Residences Preserved Wetlands 

Turn to the next pages for: 

Page 2: Benefits of the development 

Page 3: Map of the surrounding area 

Page 4: Funding & why action is needed now 

3/ 16/ 06 

For more information: 
www.AnokaCounty.us/stadium 

Steve Novak: steve.novak@co.anoka.mn.us 
763-323-5727 

Julie Shortridge: julie.shortridge@co.anoka .mn.us 
763-323-5744 



• The development is exHected to create 4,000 
construction jobs per year for three years, and 

• 

9,000 permanent jobs in 
the areas of corporate, 
retail, hotel, restaurant, 
sports-related, and 
medical-related fields. 

The development, as a neighbor to 
the National Sports Center and 
PGA's Tournament P]ayers Club of 
the Twin Cities, which together 
already attract over 3 million sports visitors 
per year, will create an amateur and 
professional sports tourism 
destination. The proHosed stadium 
could also host men's and women's 
World Cup soccer. 
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• The development plan incorporates many other non
football uses to create a year-round regional 
entertainment destination, and a venue for large 
national events. 

1- 35 
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• The development includes over $1.0 billion in 
private investment. 

The over $1.0 billion development will pay property 
taxes to the county, city, and two school districts. 

• The over $1.0 billion development will pay property 
taxes to the county, city, and two school districts. 
This increased revenue will allow the schools, county and 
city to hold down household and business property 
taxes, while providing greater flexibility in funding 
important services. There will be an immediate return 
from increased property values from the new 
development, as local property tax TIF is not proposed. 

• The project provides for $115 million in accelerated 
road improvements using state tax dollars generated by 
the project itself, including interchange upgrades 
widening a portion of 35W that benefits the region 
state. While Anoka County is the third fastest growing 
county in the state, it is currently slated to receive only 
one interchange in the next 2 decades, and no new roads 
or widening of existing roads under the state's current 
funding plan. Tapping the state tax revenue generated 
from the development itself frees up other state 
transportation money for otl1er road improvements 
throughout the state. 
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ie development is within a mile of the National Sports 
Center and TPC of the Twin Cities 

• Preliminary estimates indicate that the total economic 
and fiscal impact of the development will be nearly 
$100 million per year in the form of property taxes 
paid by the development, sales taxes generated within 
the development, and the Benefit to the state from en
hanced economic activity. hese figures do not include 
the one-time infusions tha would come into the state 
from such special events a a Super Bowl and NCAA 
Final Four tournament, w ·ch would bring in hundreds 
of millions of out-of-state dollars to Minnesota. 

• Professional football ge 1 erates direct benefits to 
the state. The Vikings each year pay approximately 
$10-12 million in property, income, sales and ticket 
taxes. Over the next three ears alone, the Vikings will 
bring into the state an average of $89 million/year from 
NFL revenue sharing, which is primarily TV revenue 
that would not come into tlhe state otherwise. Since its 
inception, the Vikings Chil<llren Fund has donated $6.5 
million to children's charities in the state, including the 
University of Minnesota Pe · tries Foundation. 

• A 1999 Philadelphia Federal Reserve study determined that NFL stadiums bring a quality-of-life benefit to 
communities (an average $184/person/year) easily exceeding the public investment provided in all 25 cities that 
hosted a new or remodeled NFL stadium in the 

• 

1990s. In addition, increased property tax revenues 
exceeded the public contribution in 22 of the 25 
cities that provided stadium funding. 

The Federal Reserve researchers point out that if a 
community loses an NFL team, those communities 
are consistently willing to invest far more to attract 
a new NFL team than they would have had to 
invest to keep the old team, indicating 
communities feel the negative impact of losing 
a team. 

• A 2003 St. Paul Chamber of Commerce study 
indicates that the Xcel Energy Center (hockey arena 
built to attract a new NHL team after the loss of 
the North Stars) provides the equivalent of 
$170/year of economic activity per St. Paul 
household. 

@ 

·© 

Anoka 
County 

PROJECT 

@ SITE 

BLAINE., 

downtowns and includes 1. miles of frontage on 35W. 



Finance Plan Uses Revenue 
from the Development 
Anoka County and the Minnesota Vikings propose to 
build a $675 million retractable roof public stadium 
facility paid for by: 
• $280 million in private investment from the team 

owner, 
• $280 million from the county through a % % sales 

tax (75¢ per $100 purchase), and 
• $115 million from incremental revenues created by 

the development, primarily in the form of state 
sales taxes. 

This plan proposes using only those state funds that 
"but for" this development, would not otherwise exist. 
No state general fund dollars would be used. 

The percentage of public to private investments is 
similar to the financing of the 24 NFL stadiums built or 
being built in the last 14 years. 

Plan Provides for Upgrading 
Highways 

In addition, this plan proposes that incremental revenues created by the development would also cover the cost of $115 million in 
accelerated road improvements to benefit not only this development, but the entire region. Using revenues from the development 
for these off-site road improvements would free up state money for other road projects around the state. 

Local Sales Tax is a Commonly-used Funding Source 
• Anoka County would need to pay approximately $18 million per year over the life of the bonds for its $280 million share 

of the cost. The proposal recommends that a % % (75¢ per $100 purchased) county-wide sales tax finance the county 
portion. (Applies to same base as State Sales Tax on Goods and Services (11.S. Chap. 297 A), which does not include 
automobiles, food, clothing, medicines, among other things.) 

• County-wide property taxes are not a part of the plan to pay for the stadium. 
• Anoka County is asking for the same local option sales tax commonly used by other Minnesota communities for economic 

development, including building arenas and convention centers. 
• Nearly 1/3 of all state taxable sales are currently subject to a local option sales tax. 
• 14 Minnesota communities have a local option sales tax, and 11 others have the autl1ority for such a tax but have not yet 

implemented it. 
• The largest commercial districts surrounding Anoka County already have similar local option sales taxes - Minneapolis, St. 

Paul and St. Cloud. 
• It's estimated tl1at Anoka County residents would pay an average of $45 per year for a county-wide% % sales tax (75¢ per 

$100 purchase) - based on tl1e assumption that approximately $18 million would be paid for debt service on county bonds, 
of which approximately 75% would be from sales to people who live in tl1e county, divided by 320,000 residents. This 
impact would be offset by tl1e economic return residents will receive from the property taxes collected in tl1e district and 
the increased economic vitality and opportunity in tl1e community. 

Why the Legislature Needs to Act Now 
• This proposal offers tl1e best opportunity for the state to not only keep the Vikings in Minnesota, but also create a 

professional and amateur sports and tourism destination that serves Minnesota and tl1e entire five state area. 
• Each year of delay adds $25-30 million in inflationary costs alone. 

Referendum 
Minnesota relies on a representative government, not referendum, to make decisions. This is not just a local project, but rather 
a major development with state-wide significance. The Xcel Energy Center, Target Center, Mall of America, Metrodome, and 
Minneapolis Convention Center all used public money as part or all of tl1eir funding, all are significant economic engines for 
the state, and all were done witl1out referendum. 
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other states and countries. 
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, The breakdown of 
the stadium is: $280 million from the team, $280 

countywide 3/4 percent sales tax (75 cents/$100 
purchase), and $ll5 million from state sales tax revenue generated by 
development itself that wouldn't exist "but for" this project. No existing 
state general fund money will be used; only new state taxes generated by 

development itself will be tapped. The plan also provides that an 

auuuHJwu $115 million in state sales tax revenue generated by the 
development would pay for accelerated road improvements to benefit, not 
only this development, the entire region, such as improving 
interchanges and widening a portion of 35W Again, only state revenue 
generated by the project itself will be used, freeing up existing highway 
dollars for projects statewide. 

to automobiles. Nor does it apply 
to food, clothing, or medications. It only applies to those items currently 

state's 6.5 percent sales and would bring the county sales 
tax to 7.25 percent. An estimated one quarter of sales taxes paid in Anoka 

are people who live outside of Anoka County. Local sales 
such as the one Anoka County is proposing, are currently used by 

Minnesota communities for economic development and 
construction projects, including buildine arenas and convention centers. 

IU'IU!.llllllUlllJIJll';:; a asset statewide State 
decision-makers will be asking themselves how 
important it is for Minnesota to continue to be 
competitive nationally for major events such as NFL 
football, college basketball Final Four tournaments, the 
Super Bowl, as well as having an indoor facility to host 
major conferences, concerts, and amateur sporting 
events such as high school tournaments. Unless and 
until the Metrodome is replaced, Minnesota is out of 
market for many major events that in the past have 
brought millions of dollars into the state . 

... pu\..auu:: state 
to a reierendum. The state legislature will 

decide if the county may implement a sales tax, and 
whether a referendum will apply or not. The county 
perspective is that a referendum should not be required. 
The Anoka County Board of Commissioners annually 
makes decisions on financing projects, programs, and 
services. The 2006 total county operating budget is $225 
million, and the county's five-year capital improvements 
budget is $260 million. The regional assets of the Mall 
of America, Target Center, Xcel Energy Center, 
Metrodome, Minneapolis Convention Center, Science 
Museum, etc., were all built with public assistance and 

referenda. Whether Lhe county participates in 
the stadium development project should be decided in 
the same manner - by the people elected to do so. 
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PROJECT FACT SHEET 

NORTHERN LIGHTS - MINNESOTA'S SPORTS, RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 

The proposed Northern Lights - Minnesota's Sports, Retail and Entertainment Center 
represents the latest trends in mixed-use development. It is an entertainment destination that 
will serve as a catalyst for development in Anoka County and Blaine for years to come. 

The overall site is approximately 7 40 acres, including 260 acres of wetlands and preserve 
areas. Approximately 480 acres will be developed to include the following components. 

)> Retractable-roof NFL Stadium (68,500 seats, 125 suites, 7,500 club seats). The 
stadium will be expandable to .:!:72,000 seats. 

)> New headquarters for the Minnesota Vikings. Administrative offices and training 
facilities are anticipated to be integral with the stadium as shown. 

)> Specialty retail shops, restaurants and entertainment - .±,800,000 square feet. 
)> Destination retail anchor - .±.200,000 square feet. 
)> Retail anchors - 2 anchors at .±.100,000 square feet each. 
)> Medical facility - .±,50,000 square feet. 
)> Hotel and conference center - 250 rooms. 
)> Interactive wetlands preserve visitors center - .±,20,000 square feet. 
)> Public open spaces including the "Northern Lights" feature and the Minnesota Vikings 

Hall of Fame. 
)> Multiple pad sites corporate offices - .±.340,000 square feet of potential future 

development. 
)> Multiple pad sites for flex-office and research facilities - .±.280,000 square feet. 
)> Out parcel sites for future development - 5 to 7 potential sites. 
)> Parking facilities for all project components. 

Infrastructure improvements are proposed in accordance with the State of Minnesota 
Department of Transportation long-range plan. 
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STADIUM FACT SHEET 

NORTHERN LIGHTS - MINNESOTA'S SPORTS, RETAIL AND ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 

The proposed new Vikings stadium at Northern Lights - Minnesota's Sports, Retail and 
Entertainment Center will be one of the finest, state-of-the-art facilities in the NFL. With its 
dramatic retractable roof, the facility will be able to accommodate 365 event-days a year. It 
will serve as the region's home for flat-floor shows and will attract national events such as the 
Super Bowl and Final Four. 

The stadium design is seeking to create an intimate seating bowl on par with the new Qwest 
Field in Seattle. A daunting home field advantage is envisioned which will celebrate the rich 
history of the Minnesota Vikings franchise. 

The new stadium is vital to the future of the Minnesota Vikings and will include the following 
components: 

> Seating capacity of 68,500 seats, including 125 suites and 7,500 club seats. The 
stadium will be expandable to ±.72,000 seats. 

> Wider Concourses - ranging from 35 feet to 50 feet wide. 
> Nearly 400 points of sale for food and beverage. 
> Nearly 600 toilet fixtures for the ladies and approximately 500 toilet fixtures for the 

men. 
> Four (4) family (unisex) toilet facilities shall be provided on each level of the stadium. 
> Valhalla, the new Minnesota Vikings Hall of Fame, will be incorporated with the retail 

center and will include approximately 20,000 square feet of exhibits and interactive 
features. 

> Approximately 4.0 acres of roof area will be provided, including the retractable roof. 
> Twelve (12) to 14 elevators are anticipated to improve patron and service access to all 

levels of the stadium. 
> The new headquarters for the Minnesota Vikings will include administrative offices and 

training facilities (±.150,000 square feet) plus an indoor practice facility. 

The stadium and its ancillary facilities shall be fully accessible in accordance with the 
American with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
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Anoka County residents will not like 
Wilf s idea of a stadium' contribution' 
MY VIEW 
JAMES HAFNER 

Orte significant as
pect of the Anoka 
County stadium 
debate has ·yet to 
b~ explo.red in de-
tail. The Vikings 

say they will make a $280 mil
lion "contribution" toward the 
cost of building the new stadi
um. It is part of the $1 billion 
private investment they are 
promoting. 

-e is an excerpt from the 
'tion regarding the team 

CvuL.dbution: "Team contribu
tions may include, but are riot 
limited to, initial cash contri
butions, guaranteed annual 
payments, and assignments of 
naming rights and permanent 
seat licenses." That being the 
case, let's take a hard look at 
how Zygi Wilf, the owner of the 
Min.11esota Vikings, can entice 
someone else to make his stadi
um "contribution" for him. He 
won't have to spend a dime of 
his own money or pay any in
come tax whatsoever and still 
get full credit for his "contri
bution." 

The Metrodome does not 
provide the Vikings with an 
opportunity to sell the stacli
P,..... Tlaming rights. It is already 

~ after Hubert H. Hum
.... l ; But a new stadium is a 
different story. Anoka County 
has already agreed to give the 
stadium naming rights to Wilf. 

Just to give you an idea of 
what other NFL stadium nam
i..-rig rights are going for, Reliant 
Energy paid the Houston 'Tex-

1! 

ans $300 million for the privi
lege of putting its name on the 
stadium. That. was three years 
ago. The shared New York Gi
ants and· Jets football stadium 
naming rights will be worth 
significantly more than that. 
Isn't Wilf going to "contribute" · 
just $280 million toward stadi
um construction?· 

One example of corporate 
sponsorships could be the 
General Mills Wheaties Bowl.. 
The "Breakfast of Champi
ons" might be premature. How 
about the Hohnel Pork Palace? 
While the title would be fitting, 
it may not be the type of pork 
self-respecting pigskin fans 
want to be associated with. 

\A.7:!.J~ -:i ..... ,_: his special cor
pora .. _ partner will hold a 
big news conference and an
nmmce the Winner of the nam
ing sweepst~s. Instead of 
.. writing a checkto Wilf, the cor
poration will pay the stadium 
authority and in turn give Wilf 
credit for making his "contri
bution." Wilf pays no out-of
pocket cash or ai-iy income tax
es as a result of the deal. 

And it gets worse. .Anoka 
County foiled to get a share 
of the permci.nent seat licens
es. The Carolina Panthers re
ceive cl $130 rn.iilion nearly 10 
years ago for those rights. For 
people un(amiliar with this 
concept, think of a personal 
seat license as a one-time coun
try club membership. Because 
most hard-working Anoka 
County residents aren't coun
try club members, think of a 
permanent seat license fee as a 
really expensive Costco mem-

bership. Season ticket holders et package would ·cost $2,150. 
can eXpect to pay $2,000 or Multiply that by 7,500 seats 
more per seat depending up- and you come 'up with more 
on the location. The better the than $16 million a year. Aild 
seat, the more you have to pay. don't even ask about the hun
The fans are only paying for dreds of millions of dollars in 
the right to buy a ticket. The prop~rty development rights 
cost of the ticket is extra. our econo:mjcally handicapped 

While not all seats will be county commissioners com
licensed, season ticket hold- pletely overlooked. Other sta
ers should be prepared to pay dium revenue opportunities in
a premium for the right to buy elude exclusive beverage pour
a good seat. The Green Bay ing rights, food exclusives and 
Packers raised nearly $120 mil- concessions. · 
lion through the sale of seat The reason Wilf is so eager . 
licenses. But don't mention to get a new stadium is simple. 
Green Bay. Brown County ac- He gets very little of this rev
tually held a referendum for enue under his Metrodome 
the sales tax increase to fund agreement. He wants to con
the Lambeau Field renovation. trol every bit of revenue and 

The NFL also has a generous " profits from a new stadium. 
stadium loan program. wil'f is Sharing a stadium means shar-
upset because his $95 million ing revenue. • 
low-interest NFL-backed loan Using approximate totals 
might not be enough. He wants . from the revenues detailed 
nearly $150 million. This loan ,·.. above, Wilf can nearly cov
will also be part of the private ., er the full $1 billion private in
investment amount. vestment without opening his 

,. Just wait until Wilf gets all wallet. · 
the parking and advertising .. , Our trusted Anoka County 
revenues from his new stadi- commissioners clearly . don't 
um. Did you know he will be ilnderstand how to negotiate a 
able to project advertising on business deal. The hard-work
the inside of the new staditun ing taxpayers of Anoka County 
roof? T'ne Vi.'l(ings tell us there would be happy to show them 
will be 4 acres of new roof. The how it's done. Put this stadium 
state should tc:l<e this money to . proposal on the ballot this fall, 
pay for the roof and the road and you will see Wilf cough up 
improvements. enough of his pork-laden prof-

I almost forgot about luxu- its to eliminate the proposed 
ry suites and club seats. Luxury countywide sales tax com
suite sales over a 10-year lease pletely! This stadium deal isn't 
period will bring in more than . so complicate& after an. Just 
$100 million. The Vikings esti- follow the money. · ~ 
mate 7,500 club seats will sell 
for approximately $215 each. A · James Hafner of Coon Rapids is a finan-

10-game club seat season tick- cial analyst. 
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