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JohnLaVine 

Reason for Retaining the Local Planning Assistance Function 

1. The Local Planning Assistapce Center, contrary to the Governor's Change Item 
for the Department of Administration justifications for the same, is the only state­
wide source for land use planning and zoning information for out-state local 
governments AND individual citizens on a non-fee basis. 

2. The Local Planning Assistance Center, contrary to the Governor's Change Item 
for the Department of Administration justifications for the same, is the only that 
has (excepting the MetCouncil which provides the same services to its 7 county 
local units of government), in house, the staff and resources to competently and 
objectively advise Minnesota local units of government on their land use planning 
and zoning question, or more importantly, direct them to where they can get their 
definite answers. 

a. Not all out-state cities, towns and counties are served by regional 
development commissions (RDCs). There are three areas of the state 
without RDCs. 

b. Not all RDCs have in-house planning and zoning expertise, nor where 
there is some, is the level of expertise or knowledge necessarily the same 
among the RDCs. 

c. The existing RDCs do not necessarily have the financial resources to 
support and maintain the function currently being performed by the Local 
Planning Assistance Center (LPCA). Their financing is limited and comes 
from the property tax mill levy assessed by the county members of the 
RDC and the individual fees for services charged for specific projects and 
programs that they may do for their local units of government or others .. 

3. The Local Planning Assistance Center, contrary to the Governor's Change Item 
for the Department of Administration justifications for the same, is a re-name in 
1997 of a function of state government that was first legislatively established in 
1965 as the State Planning Agency whose purpose then was to provide planning 
assistance to the state's local govyrnments and to develop a state comprehensive 
plan. The function and program of providing this planning assistance has 
continued under various names and under all administrations up to the present and 
is not a relatively recent and new function ... 

4. The Governor, as an alternative, considers continuing the function on a "fee for . 
services" basis. In essence, the Governor proposes that the State begin competing 
with the private sector in providing the on-hands administrative, technical, and 
management skills, knowledge and services that private consultants and firms are 
in the business to provide. The LP AC would actually have to be expanded and 



augmented to be able to provide the level of expertise and service that a number 
of these private sector consultants currently possess. 

5. Seventeen states, including our neighbor Wisconsin, provide the same assistance 
to their local units of government as the Local Planning Assistance Center 
provides. They all fund this service through general revenue fund appropriations. 

· 6. The Local Planning Assistance Center embodies an investment over a period of 
years by the State in a capability to provide a significant service to its citizens and 
its local governmental units. To simply terminate the function and the unit will be 
to write off this state investment. The restoration of the $299,000 line item to 
retain this capability and service is a very modest investment for the present and 
the future. To reestablish the capability at some future date would be far more 
costly. 
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