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STATE OF MIN ES OTA 
Office of Governor Tim Pawlenty . 
130 State Capitol • 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard • Saint Paul, MN 55155 

July 20, 2004 

The Honorable James P. Metzen 
President of the Senate 
322 State Capitol 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Senator Metzen: 

The following appointment is hereby respectfully submitted to the Senate for 
confirmation as required by law: 

Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education 

Alice Seagren, 9730 Palmer Circle, Bloomington; Minnesota 55437, in th~ c~unty 
of Hennepin, effective September 1, 2004, for a term that expires on January 1, 
2007. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Pawlenty 
Governor 

TP/jb 

Enclosures 
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President oi the Senate 

Voice: (651) 296-3391 or (800) 657-3717 Fax: (651) 296-2089 TDD: (651) 296-0075 or (800) 657-3598 
Web sjte: http: I I www.governor.state.mn.us An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Printed on recycled paper containing 15'~;, post consumer materiai 



1\TE of I ES OTA 

TIM P AWLENTY 

'GOVERNOR 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

ALICE SEAGREN 
9730 Palmer Circle 

Bloomington, Minnesota 55437 
County of Hennepin 

Congressional District. Three 

T 

Because of the special trust and confidence I have in your integrity, judgment and ability, I have 
appointed and commissioned you to have and to hold the said office of: 

Commissioner 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Effective: September, 1 2004 
Term Expires: January 1, 2007 

This appointment carries with it all rights, powers, duties, and emoluments granted by law and 
pertaining to this position until this appointment is superseded or annulled by me or other lawful 
authority or by ·any law of this State. · 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal.of the 
State of Minneso be affixed at the Capitol in the City of Saint Paul, July 20, 2004. 

·Printed .on recycled paper.containing 15% post consumer material President of the Senate 



, 
ALICE M. SEAGREN 

• Current Legislative Responsibilities • 

K-12 Education Finance Committee - Chair (1999 - Present) 
Education Policy Committee 
Ways & Means Committee 
Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs Committee 
Minnesota Legislative Permanent School Fund Advisory Committee 
Legislative Commission on Planning and Fiscal Policy 
National Council of State Legislatures Education Committee (July 1999 -
December 2002) 

Chair, Education Committee, NCSL Assembly of State Issues (2002) 
Vice-Chair, Education Committee, NCSL, Assembly of State Issues (July 
1999 -December 2001) 
National Council of State Legislatures, Task Force on School Leadership 

• Past Legislative Responsibilities • 

K-12 Education Finance Division Committee· 
Education Facilities Subcommittee 
Subcommittee on Teacher Preparation 

Education, Policy Committee 
Co-chair Education Reform Task Force 
Vocational High School Planning Committee . 
Planning and Transition Subcommittee 
Quality Initiatives Subcommittee 

Housing Committee 
School Funding and Property Tax Reform Task Force 
Joint House/Senate Working Group on Property Tax Reform 
Republican Task Force on Welfare Reform 
Government Operations and Gambling Committee 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Ethics Committee 
Republican Task Force on Student AchievemenUlntegration 
Governor's Commission for Early Childhood Intervention 
Judiciary Committee 

Judiciary Civil Law Subcommittee 
Advisory Task Force on Female Offenders in Corrections 
Judicial and Legislative Branches Liaison Working Group 

I!!' o "'I 2nr~ '- ·.·' -- . ] u~ .. -1-
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•Awards• 

ARC Minnesota, 11Legislator of the Year" 1994 
-Minnesota Career & Technical Administrators, 2000 
College Board, Education Excellence Award, August 14, 2001 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts, "Legislator of the Year", 
September, 2001 
Minnesota Deaf Community's "Legislator of the Year" 2001 · 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts' 11Friend of Public Education" 2001 
Region Ill, Association for Career and Technical Education 11Award of Merit" 
2000-2001 
Minnesota Association of Agriculture Education - "Bellringer" Award 2002 
Minnesota Association of Charter Schools 11Friend of Charter Schools" 2002 

• legislation Highlights • 

Legislation establishing Residential Academies for at risk children. 
Legislation establishing educational services for children birth to 3 years of age. 
Charter School legislation to advance educational choices for parents. 
"Safe Haven for Newborns Act" 
Legislation to fund battered women's shelter in Bloomington. 
Bonding money for Science and Education wings at Normandale Community 
College, Bloomington 
Legislation establishing teacher 11pay for performance" pilot program 

• Current Civic Activities • 

Member, Normandale Community College Foundation Board 
Member, Wells Fargo Bank Community Board 
Member, Edina Chamber of Commerce 
Member, Bloomington Baptist Church 
Corporate Member, Fraser Community Services 

I! !l " "' zr,r 1 .... _, ··- . ·' J l..J·~ -.' 

President of the Senate 



•Past leadership• 

Member, Center of the American Experiment Workforce & Human Rights Task 
Force 
Director, Bloomington School Board 
Director, Hennepin Technical College/Special Education District 287 
Board Member, Association of Metropolitan School Districts 
Delegate, Minnesota School Board Association 

. Chairperson, Special Education Community Advisory Committee 
Member, Disability Services Advisory Board 
Task Forces: 

Graduation Requirements 
Alternative Scheduling 
Weighted Grades 
Facility Use . 

Advocacy: 
Member, Gifted and Talented Council 
Member, Bloomington Association for Children and Adults with Learning 
Disabilities · 

• Past Community Leadership • 

Director, Bloomington Chamber of Commerce, 1991-1992 
leadership Bloomington Graduate, 1989 
leadership Bloomington Program 
Committee Member, Urban Hope Board 
Member, House Nezerka & Froelich CPA Advisory Board 
Member, BCAV (Bloomington Coalition Against Violence) 
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR TIM PAWLENTY 
130 State Capitol• Saint Paul, MN 55155 • (651) 296.;.0001 

EW RE LEA E 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Daniel Wolter 
( 651) 296-0001 July 20, 2004 

GOVERNOR PA WLENTY NAMES ALICE SEAGREN COMMISSIONER 
OF EDUCATION 

Saint Paul - Governor Tim Pawlenty today named State Representative Alice Seagren as the 
new commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. Seagren, currently the Chair of 
the Minnesota House of Representatives Committee on Education Finance, has served as a 
legislator since 1992. The Governor said Representative Seagren has the experience and vision 
to continue to focus the Department of Education on its core mission of increasing student 
achievement, while still working towards innovation and reform. 

"We have made great strides in the last year and a half towards improving Minnesota schools 
and instituting more accountability measures," said Governor Pawlenty. "Alice Seagren will 
continue the work of Cheri Pierson Y ecke in moving toward the goal of making our state a 
leader in improved student achievement. She has been a key legislative ally and will help this 
Administration move forward in implementing more education innovations and reforms." 

As a legislator, Seagren worked on a variety of education-related reforms. Some of her bigg~st 
legislative accomplishments include providing more alternative compensation opportunities for 
Minnesota teachers; collaborating with other legislators and education stakeholders to develop 
Minnesota's Academic Standards; serving on the No Child Left Behind Stakeholders group 
that developed Minnesota's plan; working to establish Residential Academies for at risk 
children; working towards a more value-added testing system as a measure of student 
achievement; and promoting and enhancing the opportunities for charter schools .in Minnesota. 
She is also noted for her extensive work on special education issues. 

The Governor noted that in addition to her legislative work, Seagren currently serves as a 
member of a variety of civic organizations, including the Normandale Community College 
Foundation Board, the Wells Fargo Bank Community Board, Edina Chamber of Commerce, 
Bloomington Baptist Church, and as a Corporate Board Member for Fraser Community 
Services. She is also involved in the National Council of State Legislatures (NCSL) Education 
Commi~ee, and has received a nuniber of awards from various organizaticfli) re~rnW~ID 
accompbshments. lj.J. LS 

--more--
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"Minnesota has gone through a period of change and transition in education, due to the federal 
No Child Left Behind Act and the new Minnesota Academic Standards," said Seagren. "I look 
forward to working with Governor Pawlenty to ·continue to make Minnesota a leader in 
education." 

The Minnesota Department of Education assists· schools, families and other education 
providers with services that result in high academic achievement for all students, pre
kindergarten to grade 12, and adult learners. The department mission seeks to improve 
educational achievement, enhance teacher quality and provide more opportunities and choices 
for parents and students. The Department has an annual budget that includes over $6 billion in 
state K-12 and early childhood funding. In addition to state and local funding, the agency· 
administers over $700 million in federal funds. 

Seagren, 57, was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri. She received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business/Marketing from Southeast Missouri State University. She and her husband, 
Fred, live in Bloomington, Minnesota. They .have two children and two grandchildren, with 
another one on the way. 

--30-
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ALICE M. SEAGREN 

• Current Legislative Responsibilities • 

K-12 Education Finance Committee - Chair (1999 - Present) 
Education Policy Committee 
Ways & Means Committee 
Transportation Policy Committee 
Minnesota Legislative Pe_rmanent School Fund Advisory Committee 
Legislative Commission on Planning and Fiscal Policy . 
National Council of State Legislatures Education Committee (July 1999 - · 
December 2002) 

Chair, Education Committee, NCSL Assembly of State fssues (2002) 
Vice-Chair, Education Committee, NCSL, Assembly of State Issues (July 
1999 -December 2001) 
National Council of State Legislatures, Task Force on School Leadership 

• Past Legislative Responsibilities • 

K-12 Education Finance Division Committee 
Education Facilities Subcommittee 
Subcommittee on Teacher Preparation 

Education Policy Committee 
Co-chair Education Reform Task Force 
Vocational High School Planning Committee 
Planning and Transition Subcommittee 
Quality Initiatives Subcommittee 

Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs Committee · 
Housing Committee 
School Funding and Property Tax Reform Task Force 
Joint House/Senate Working Group on Property Tax Reform 
Republican Task Force on Welfare Reform 
Government Operations and Gambling Committee 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Ethics Committee 
Republican Task Force on Student Achievement/Integration 
Governor's Commission for Early Childhood Intervention 
Judiciary Committee 

Judiciary Civil Law Subcommittee 
Advisory Task Force on Female Offenders in Corrections 
Judicial and Legislative Branches Liaison Working Group 

President of the Senate 



•Awards• 

ARC Minnesota, "Legislator of the Year'' 1994 
Minnesota Career & Technical Administrators, 2000 
College Board, Education Excellence Award, August 14, 2001 · 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts, "Legislator of the Year", 
September, 2001 
Minnesota Deaf Community's "Legislator of the Year" 2001 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts' "Friend of Pul:)lic Education" 2001 
Region Ill, Association for Career and Technical Education 11Award of Merit" 
2000-2001 
Minnesota Association of Agriculture Education - "Bellringer" Award 2002 
Minnesota Association of Charter Schools "Friend of Charter Schools" 2002 

• legislation Highlights • 

Legislation establishing Residential Academies for at risk children. 
Legislation establishing educational services for children birth to 3 years of age. 
Charter School legislation to advance educatio.nal choices for parents. 
"Safe Haven for Newborns Act" 
Legislation to fund battered women's shelter In Bloomington. 
Bonding money for Science and Education wings at Normandale Community 
College, Bloomington 
Legislation establishing teacher "pay for performance" pilot program 

•Current Civic Activities• 

Member, Normandale Community College Foundation Board 
Member, Wells Fargo Bank Community Board 
Member, Edina Chamber of Commerce 
Member, Bloomington Baptist Church 
Corporate Member, Fraser Community Services 

J t Ii n .., 2 
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• Past Leadership • 

Member, Center of the American Experiment Workforce & Hum.an Rights Task 
Force 
Director, Bloomington School Board 
Director, Hennepin Technical College/Spedal Education District 287 
Board Member, Association of Metropolitan School Districts 
Delegate, Minnesota School Board Association 
Chairperson, Special Education Community Advisory Committee 
Member, Disability Services Advisory Board 
Task Forces: 

Graduation Requirements 
Alternative Scheduling 
Weighted Grades 
Facility Use 

Advocacy: 
Member, Gifted and Talented Council 
Member, Bloomington Association for Children and Adults with Learning 
Disabilities 

• Past Community Leadership • 

Director, Bloomington Chamber of Commerce, 1991-1992 
Leadership Bloomington Graduate, 1989 
Leadership Bloomington Program 
Committee Member, Urban Hope Board 
Member, House Nezerka & Froelich CPA Advisory Board 
Member, BCAV (Bloomington Coalition Against Violence) 



Statement of Economic Interest for Public Officials 

Nmne: 

Occupation: 

Business 
Address: 

Employer 
Natne: 

·Public Offical Information 

Seagren,· Alice 

Commissioner 

1500Hwy36W 
Roseville, MN 55113 

Department of Education 

Minn Dept of Education 

Appointment 
09101104 

Date: 

Sources of Compensation 
Applicable categories 

Page 1 of2 

Name of Source Director Officer Owner Member Partner Employer Employee Honorarium 
Wells Fargo 
Comniunity Bank X 
Board 

Name of Securities 
AIM European Growth Fund 

Applied Materials, Inc 
Cisco Systems Inc 

Dodge & Cox Balanced Fund 

Fidelity Diversified Inteinational Fund 

Fidelity VIP Contrafund 

Fidelity VIP Equity Income 

Fidelity VIP Index 500 

Medco Health Solutions 

Merck & Co 

Oracle Corp 

T Rowe Price Equity Income 

T Rowe Price Small-cap Stock Fund 

Vanguard GNMA Fund 

Vanguard Institutional Index Fund Plus 

Vanguard Windsor Fund 

None Reported 

Securities 

Real Property 

~'--~ 0 G 2004 

President of the Senate 

Pari-Mutuel Horse Racing Interests 
None Reported 

12/8/2004 
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I **LINKS** I 
I Current Agency II Agency Index I 

Current Public. 
Public Official Index · Official 

I Cam~aign Finance Home Page I 
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ALICE M. SEAGREN 
9730 Palmer Circle • Bloomington MN 55437 • 952/835-6721 

CURRENT EDUCATION LEADERSHIP 

United States Department of Education Regional Advisory Committee Member 
Education Commission of the States Commissioner, Minnesota Delegation 
Council of Chief State School Officers, NCLB Task Force Member 

LEGISLATIVE LEADERSHIP 

• Education Finance Committee - Chair (1999-2004) 
• Education Policy Committee 
• Ways & Means Committee 
• Transportation Policy Committee 
• Minnesota Legislative Permanent School Fund Advisory Committee 
• Legislative Commission on Planning and Fiscal Policy 
• National Council of State Legislatures Education Committee (July 1999-December 2002) 

°Chair, Education Committee, NCSL Assembly of State Issues (2002) 
0 Vice-Chair, Education Committee, NCSL, Assembly of State Issues (July 1999-December 2001) 
0 National Council of State Legislatures, Task Force on School Leadership 

PAST LEGISLATIVE DUTIES & EXPERIENCE 

• K-12 Education Finance Division Committee 
• Education Facilities Subcommittee 
• Subcommittee on Teacher Preparation 
• Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs Committee 
• Co-chair Education Reform Task Force 
• Vocational High School Planning Committee 
• Planning and Transition Subcommittee 
• Quality Initiatives Subcommittee 
• Housing Committee 
• School Funding and Property Tax Reform Task Force 
• Joint House/Senate Working Group on Property Tax Reform 
• Republican Task Force on Welfare Reform 
• Government Operations and Gambling Committee 
• General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Ethics Committee 
• Republic Task Force on Student Achievement/Integration 
• Governor's Commission for Early Childhood Intervention 
• Judiciary Committee 
• Judiciary Civil Law Subcommittee 
• Advisory Task Force on Female Offenders in Corrections 
• Judicial and Legislative Branches Liaison Working Group 

LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• Legislation establishing Residential Academies for at- risk children 
• Legislation establishing educational services for children from birth to 3 years of age 
• Charter School legislation to advance educational choices for parents 
• "Safe Haven for Newborns Act'' 
• Legislation to fund battered women's shelter in Bloomington 
• Bonding money for Science and Education wings at Normandale Community College, Bloomington 
• Legislation establishing teacher "pay for performance" pilot program 



ALICE M. SEAGREN Page Two 

AWARDS 

• ARC Minnesota, "Legislator of the Year" 1994 
• Minnesota Career & Technical Administrators, 2000 
• College Board, Education Excellence Awards, August 14, 2001 
• Association of Metropolitan School Districts, "Legislator of the Year" September 2001 
• Minnesota Deaf Community's "Legislator of the Year" 2001 
• Association of Metropolitan School Districts' "Friend of Public Education" 2001 
• Region Ill, Association for Career and Technical Education "Award of Merit" 2000-2001 
• Minnesota Association of Agriculture Education "Bellringer'' Award 2002 
• Minnesota Association of Charter Schools "Friend of Charter Schools" 2002 

PREVIOUS LEADERSHP ROLES 

• Member, Center of the American Experiment Workforce & Human Rights Task Force 
• Director, Bloomington Board of Education 
• Director, Hennepin Technical College/Special Education District 287 
• Board Member, Association of Metropolitan School Districts 
• Delegate, Minnesota School Board Association 
• Chairperson, Special Education Community Advisory Committee 
• Member, Disability Services Advisory Board 
• Task Forces & Advocacy: 

o Graduation Requirements 
o Alternative Scheduling 
o Weighted Grades 
o Facility Use 
o Member, Gifted & Talented Council 
o Member, Bloomington Association for Children & Adults with Learning Disabilities 

CURRENT CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

Member, Normandale Community College Foundation Board 
Member, Wells Fargo Bank Community Board 
Member, Edina Chamber of Commerce 
Member, Bloomington Baptist Church 
Member, Urban Hope Board 
Director, Fraser Community Services 

PAST COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 

Director, Bloomington Chamber of Commerce, 1991-1992 
Leadership Bloomington Graduate, 1989 
Leadership Bloomington Program Committee 
Member, House Nezerka & Froelich CPA Advisory Board 
Member, BCAV (Bloomington Coalition Against Violence) 

PERSONAL HISTORY 

Birth date: July 6, 1947 
Bachelor of Science Degree, Southeast Missouri State University - Business/Marketing 
Married to Fred Seagren; children: Christina and Greg; grandchildren: Jordan Abigail & Caleb 



6F4 WHITE BEAR LAKE 
I ~ AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS Independent School District No. 624 

THEODORE S. 8LAESING 

Superintendent of Schools 

December 28, 2004 

Senator Steve Kelley 
Education Policy Committee 
205 Capitol Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley and Members of the Education Policy Committee: 

4855 Bloom Avenue 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-2731 

(651) 407-7562 • Fax (651) 407-7566 

It is an honor to write this letter supporting the confirmation of Alice Seagren to the position of 
Commissioner of Education. Alice Seagren is a person who understands the complexity of 
education and in particular the complexity of education within the State of Minnesota. Her 
experience as a school board member and as a leader in the Minnesota House of Representatives 
gives her a unique perspective and understanding of schools and school districts. 

Nothing is more complex than our funding formula for our schools and she understands 
Minnesota School Finance. Nothing is more daunting than the task of attempting to understand 
and implement the federal government's mandates within the No Child Left Behind Act but she 
understands not just the intent, but the nuances buried within the Act. Nothing is more 
rewarding than seeing a young person blossom and grow from education and Alice Seagren not 
only understands this, but has a deep appreciation for the impact of quality public schools on a 
young person's life. 

In my 17 years as a Superintendent I have never witnessed a Commissioner reach out to those of 
us in the field with the determination and passion that Commissioner Seagren has within these 
past few months. As President-Elect of the Minnesota Association of School Administrators 
(MASA), I've had the opportunity to observe Commissioner Seagren at numerous meetings with 
members of the Minnesota Association of School Administrators.· She is genuinely listening and 
engaging the superintendents of our state in meaningful conversation about how to implement 
NCLB, how to create and encourage innovation, in short how to create a better learning 
experience for each young person. 

It would be an honor for this veteran superintendent to work with Alice Seagren as our 
Commissioner of Education. 

Theodore S. Blaesing, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

The White Bear Lake Area School District leading ... 
minds to learning, 

hearts to compassion, 
lives to community service. 
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Minnesota Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 
Linda Distad, Prcsiden1 
isdistat.!(U:stkate.edu 651.690.6798 

January 6, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
205 Capitol 
75 Martin Luther King Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

Laura Von Hollum, Executive :\ssistant 
l:iuravh@~omlel.ncl 715.497.6754 

The Minnesota Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (MACTE) would like to express 
support for the.confim1ation of Ali~e Seagren as Minnesota's Commissioner of Education. 

Over the last few months, representatives from MACTE have had numerous oppo1tunities to 
interact with Commissioner Seagren and we have found her to be open to dialogue and 
knowledgeable about the issues. With Alice Seagren'.s leadership, MACTE is hopeful that we 
can collaborate \Vith the Department of Education to address l\/1im1esota's greatest educational 
issues-namely, the challenge ofretaining and supporting outstanding teachers for high need 
areas and closing the educational achievement gap between Minnesota's white and minority 
students. 

A speedy confirmation of Alice Seagren as Education Commissioner would allow all of us to 
proceed \Vith the important work that lies ahead. 

Sincere1v, 

M-~ 
Linda Distad, EdD. 
President 

MEMBERS: Augsburg College Bemidji State University · Bethel College Bethany Lutheran College Carleton College College of St. Benedict/SL John's University 
College of St. Catherine College of St Scholastica Concordia College Concordia University Crown College ' Gustavus Adolphus College Hamline University 
Macalester College Martin Luther College Metropolitan St.ate University Minnesota Stale University, Mankato Minnesota State University Moorhead North Central 
University Northwestern College Southwest State University St. Cloud Stale University St. Mary's University of MN SI. Olaf College University of Minnesota-Duluth 
University of Minnesota-Morris University of Minnesota-Twin Cities University of St. Thomas Winona Slate University 



Independent School District 11 

Educational Service Center 
11299 Hanson Boulevard NW 

Coon Rapids, Minnesota 55433 
(763) 506-1000 

(763) 506-1003 FAX 
(763) 506-1180 TTY 

J January 5, 2005 

Dr. Roger Giroux, Superintendent 

Senator Steve Kelley 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

I thank you for your leadership on behalf of Minnesota's public schools and our school children. I thank you, 
as well, for your articulation of the important issues faced by education. 

It isn't often that I personally enter into a letter of support for a policy issue that clearly is within the domain 
of state government. I respect and support the work of our legislators, especially those who serve on the edu
cation committees. Nevertheless, this is a challenging time for our public schools and I believe that time itself 
is an issue. 

The Governor has nominated Alice Seagren to the position of Commissioner of Education and I am writing to 
, express my personal support for a timely confirmation of Commissioner Seagren. I believe the Commissioner 

brings important skills and experiences to the role when those skills are most needed. She has worked with 
local districts, school boards and parents. She has extraordinary legislative experience that facilitates resolu
tion of issues. 

I haven't agreed with all the positions of the administration for our schools and children. I suspect that I'll 
take exception to many positions in the future. Nevertheless, I believe that Commissioner Seagren is a listener 
with the necessary competencies to assist in the building of consensus. 

The issues are great and time is limited. I've been an educator in Minnesota for thirty-four years and we are at 
a critical point in the development of our public schools. I submit this letter as a point of personal testimony 
and not school board policy. It is written in support of Commissioner Seagren, in support of you Senator 
Kelly and in support of the House and Senate members from both parties working in the best interests of the 
students in the State of Minnesota. I urge confirmation and a timely move to the program and finance issues 
that must be addressed in this session . 

Roger M. Giroux 
Superintendent 

RMG:pjg 
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January I 0, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
Chair 
Education Committee 

205 State Capitol 

Parent Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights 
8161 Normandale Boulevard • Minneapolis, MN 55437-1044 
(952) 838-9000 Voice • (952) 838-0190 TIY e (800) 53-PACER Toll-free 
Web site: www.pacer.org • Fax: (952) 838-0199 • E-meil: pacer@pacer.org 

An /ntormarlon and training center for fam;/;es of children ar:d youth wlrh disab;//iies 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN. 55155-1606 

Dear Chaim1an Kelley, 
RE: Confirmation of Alice Seagren 

As you lmow, PACER Center is a statewide parent training and information center.PACER 
provides a variety of services to families who have children with al1 disabilities who receive 

special education. These services include individual assistance, workshops, publications, 
disability awareness presentations, training on the use of assistive technology, and technical 
assistance to schools and other organizations. Over 53 ,000 families and education professionals 
use PACER's services annually, while over 95,000 receive our publications and over 900>000 
visit our web sites. 

On behalf of PACER Center, we are pleased to strongly support the confirmation of Alice 
Seagren as the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. For many years, we 
have worked with Commissioner Seagren on several policy issues affe~ting children with 
disabilities. 

Commissioner Seagren has always shown a great deal of respect for families who have children 
and young adults with disabilities and the organizations that assist them. She has been willing to 
listen to our suggestions to improve outcomes as well as our concerns. She has consistently been 
fon, approachable and honest in our efforts to pass or change public policies. At the same time, 
she has encouraged us to work in collaboration with other education stakeholders to ensure that a 
balanced approach to problem solving was used. 

Com1mssioner.Seagren possesses the essential characteristics to be successful in this position. 
She has a genuine concern about children and their long-tenn success; she is inclusive to 
organizations representing various perspectives; she understands how local school districts 
operate and the challenges they face; she possesses excellent human relations skills; she 
appreciates the efforts of teachers and other educators; she understands the importance of family 
involvement; she works in a bipartisan manner; and she believes in accountability to children, 
fam1 lies, taxpayers and policy makers. All of these qualities are important for an Education 
Commissioner to provide the leadership needed by individual school districts, families and the 
department in addressing the challenges faced by our education system. 

Alice Seagren is a person of integrity. We respect her and we positively encourage you to 
confim1 her. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

r_,..,-~ ·· , 0 ~ r, n 
'-. ... _~:\ ... ~ 

·-P-a~la Goldberg 

. I ;/{) .. LL I J J:_ 
·"' ~ 
Bob Brick 

Executive Director Public Policy Director 



Saint Paul 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

January 7, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
321 Capitol Building 
Saint Paul, Mn 55155 

Independent School District 625 

360 Colborne Street 
Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299 

Office Of The Superintendent 
Patricia A. Harvey, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

Telephone: (651) 767-8150 • Fax: (651) 290-8331 • www.spps.org 

Re: Commissioner Alice Seagren 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

I am writing to add my voice to the many I am sure you have heard in recent days 
encouraging you and your colleagues to confirm Alice Seagren as Commissioner of 
Education. In over 35 years of work in public education, I have encountered few public 
officials who care as much about schools and understand them as well as Commissioner 
Seagren does. If I had to capture in a few words the reasons that I believe she is the 
right leader for our state education agency at this point in time, I would offer the 
following: 

Principled: As you know, Commissioner Seagren's involvement in school 
improvement and reform began as a concerned parent, and it remains rooted in 
a commitment to improving the educational experiences of every Minnesota 
student. That commitment enables her to bring people together across partisan, 
ideological and organizational lines to do what is right for kids. 

Smart: Although Commissioner Seagren is not an educator herself, she has a 
deep understanding of the critical issues facing Minnesota's schools today. 
Whether the issue is school funding, No Child Left Behind or value added 
assessment, she studies and masters the details without losing the big picture. 

Collaborative: During her first months as Commissioner of Education, 
Commissioner Seagren has reached out to members of our diverse educational 
community in Saint Paul, asking for their ideas on the future of public education 
in our city and our state. Although Commissioner Seagren is not afraid to make 
a tough decision thatwill produce disagreement, her first impulse is to bring 
people together to forge and implement a shared vision. Minnesota schools 
need that type of leadership today. 

Honest: Commissioner Seagren is able to articulate extremely difficult issues in 
ways that do not alienate or offend those who disagree with her. She tells it like 
it is, but does so in ways that do not vilify or mischaracterize opposing individuals 
or opinions. 

Empathetic: Time and again on her visits to Saint Paul schools, Commissioner 
Seagren has demonstrated an extraordinary capacity to understand the 
challenges that many of our students face. At the same time, however, she has 
refused to see those students' backgrounds and current life situations as 
insurmountable obstacles. She knows that with support, those students and their 
schools can achieve great things. 



I have no doubt that, if confirmed, Commissioner Seagren will use these and other 
formidable skills to create state policies, systems and expectations that will reinforce and 
help sustain the progress we are making in the Saint Paul Public Schools. I hope that 
you and your colleagues will give her the opportunity to provide the principled, smart, 
collaborative, honest and empathetic leadership that Minnesota education needs today. 
If I can provide you with more specific information on any of the many opportunities I 
have had to work with Commissioner Seagren over the past six years, I am eager to do 
so. In the meantime, thank you for this opportunity to support an extraordinary 
Minnesotan. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia A. Harvey 

cc: Governor Tim Pawlenty 
/Commissioner Alice Seagren 



January 5, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelly 
205 Capitol Building 
St. Paul MN 55155 

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT AND LIFELONG LEARNING 

Senator Kelly & Senate Education Members: 

This is a letter of support from the Minnesota Community Education Association endorsing Alice Seagren as 
Commissioner of Education for the State of Minnesota. The Minnesota Community Education Association is a 
professional organization representing over 1,300 professionals, advisory council members, and volunteers who 
work or volunteer in Community Education programs across the state of Minnesota. 

Ms. Seagren has a long history of involvement with education and Community Education programs and services as 
a parent, a school board member, and as a legislator. Her involvement with community educators and our 
association has been very positive. She was recognized by my peers for having a thorough understanding of 
Community Education programming in her role as a school board member and legislator. She also understands and 
has supported the role of Community Education in improved student achievement, and how communities are 
improved when residents learn to help themselves by engaging in life long learning opportunities. 

As is the case with any legislator, we have not always agreed on all issues. Ms. Seagren has always taken time to 
meet, to listen, and fully understand issues before she takes a position. In instances where she has taken an opposing 
position, she did it with respect for and dignity of the person with the opposing point of view. I think this quality 
will serve her well as she tackles the many challenges confronting education in Minnesota today. 

I would like to conclude by saying Ms Seagren's ability to bring people together is an attribute critical to being 
successful in this position. As an example of this skill, I would credit you and Representative Seagren for your 
ability to put partisanship aside and accomplish a difficult task in an environment where working together was not 
the norm. In last year's legislative session, the two of you were the primary reason a very difficult new standards 
package was developed and approved. 

As president, and on behalf of the Minnesota Community Education Association, I believe Ms. Seagren will bring a 
thoughtful and common sense approach to her leadership in education. As the new Commissioner of Education, she 
will help continue the long tradition of Minnesota as a leader in the nation for providing educational opportunities 
for learners of all ages. 

Sincerely, 
_,_ . .., ..... ,,.. .. ,,,.,. 

Tom Holton, President 
Minnesota Community Education Association 

Copy: Ms. Alice Seagren 

MCEA Executive Office 
13750 Lake Blvd. 

Lindstrom, MN 55045 
Telephone: 651-257-0752 

FAX: 651-213-2094 
www.mn-mcea.org 
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January 3, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelly 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Honorable Kelly and members of the Senate Education Policy Committee: 

I am pleased to write a letter supporting Alice Seagren for the position of 
Commissioner of Education in Minnesota. 

We have experienced a tumultuous few years in the state regarding education 
policy and politics. I believe Alice Seagren has the background of experience and 
the wisdom to build support for public education in Minnesota and to gamer the 
respect and collaboration necessary from school district administrators. 

Alice Seagren has been a thoughtful, responsive and respected legislator for many 
years. While she has not been able to implement all of the legislation she 
proposed, she has shown she does understand the critical issues related to 
providing quality educational services in Minnesota. 

Your committee's endorsement of Alice Seagren would be a welcomed step in 
assisting the state of Minnesota and the school districts to fulfill the promise of a 
quality education for all children. 

Sincerely, 

Antoinette Johns 
Superintendent, ISD #286 

CC: Alice Seagren 
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January J, 2005 

Senatur Steve .Kelley 
Chair - K-1.2 Edncation Committee 
205 St.:ite Capitol 
75 R~wrend Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Steve, 

1--FD_IC _II .:.;;{6:..:f~~~""""+---__.__---.. - .. .. ________ ! 

Thruughout the past' 12 yearB as Supcri.ntendt?nt ln tht' 1-Iupkins School District, l llllve had the 
sincere privilege of working with Alice Seagren in both her position as a member of the House 
of Rc·prcs~nt«tives, and now as Commissioner. ALice is a very intelligenl' with a ple;isant 
personality and~ h.l~hly d~veloped sense of org.:mi.zation and logic. Her capacity for 
ll'udnsrup is exceptionally strong by virtue of her creative thinking and application of the 
principles sunounding good human rel'1tionships. Her abi.Lity to recugnize or anticipate a 
problem, evaluate it, and decide on a correct cou.r.se of action is in striking contra.st to that of 
the ctVe:.'ragc kadE:!r today. She also recogni.ws that a.i; the designated leader, she will be held 
acrnWltable for her own actions, as well a~ those of her subordinates. 

I h;wt' fO\.i.nd Alice to be an excellent stud<:'nt; hE'r perception and knowledge srnrounding tht:.• 
hdd ol edLLcation results in rnast~rship of the situation. In fulfilling her role as a leader in the 
Ho\..Lse of Represent.) tives, Alice focused on education i.i;~ues and demonstratC'd ill1 astute 
11bility to identify stBff and programs to support; an interest in ensuring prompt delivery o.f 
quillity services lo students, tl'zichers, cmd parents; and must importantly, a willingness to 
follow-up on tho~e efforts. Alice continues to be one of the most effective Ltsers of a decision
making process I refer to as, 'collaborative consultation' (i.e., she see'ks i.nput from all parties 
impacted by decision before identifying a gnme plan). This leadership style serves her 
extremely well in h(·r ncwe!>t role a_c; Commis13io.n<:'r uf Education. 

Conrage is the i.nl'angible leaJ.l'rship quality of which g.reatn~ss is made. Alice exhibits her 
Lmique slyle of courJgc in many ways, including: 

'1 Being able to say. "no;'' 
..J Taking po-'itions on important iSSl.leS; 
-J Responding to defrLit by trying even harder; 
-J F<King conflict openly and head-on; 
\I Bearing ones' burdt:>ns; and 
'1 .A.dapting to change 

AN EQUAL OPPORTlJNITY.tAPF-lRMATIVE ACTION EDUCATOR ANO EMPLOYER 
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From whcr~ I stand, Alice consist~ntly displays her courage when tackling the important and 
diff1cu1t ~dllc.ational agenda in her role as a rnember of the House of R~presrmtativ~ over the 
lo!it 10+ y(?JfS. 

loyalty from those with whom you work is prkl"'less. Alice garners the loyalty of those with 
whom she has worked by displaying an interest in and caring far each individu~J through her 
\vords and actions. In essence, people firmly believe that she is devuted to the good of all, and 
does everything in h~r powe;·r to help each succe.ed, both ao individuals and collectively. Her 
hi~h pt>rform~nce as a leader is also characterized by exceptional dt!termination in the pursuit 
Clf goals and objectives - slw dislikes <:'asing \tp until she succeeds. Alice has con.c;tantly 
found herself in the zone of distinction dne:: to thl' fact that she insists on excellence, and in ~o 
doing, receives it from thost ~round her. 

PcrsonJlly, Alice is dependable, enthusiastic, ambitious, gre::gJ.rious, tole.rant, and sensitive to 
the point that those associated with her tum to her freely for guidance. Sht:' is very capabk of 
self-evaluation and hcic the security to be very open to suggestions. All with whom she comes 
in contact recogni_ze her charisma and leadership abilitie:.·s. In addition, I h21ve fou.nd her to be 
an articulate presenter uf information. 

fo closing, I would add that Alice lives by the highest 5tandards of honesty and integrity. It is 
l)f\e thing to talk about ho.nesty '1nd in~egrity, and it is quite tmothcr tu live your life that way. 
She understands that without integrity, you do not have lrLLst; without trust, you have 
nothing. Accordingly, those o.rmmd h(!r develop a sense of pride and accomplishment that 
surfaces from stnving for Jnd achieving high levels of perfonTumce. Most sincerdy, I be:·1icv(' 
people want to be a part of her wi.nning team. 

Al.ice is, without question, wdl prl'pared and positioned l'o afisume the position of 
Co1runis~ioncr of .Educ.a ti on l.n the State of Minnesota. In fact, I believe she wiH leave a legacy 
!l"\arkt.>d by~ succe~sful tenure unmatch12d by predecessors over the last fifty years. On that 
bosL<;, 1 would strongly recommend her for the position. 

IN:t-L-M.---4 -
Michael L. Kremer, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

MLK/rsm. 

c: /\lice Sc,~gren 
Distnct 270 Bo;:nd of Education 
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January 6, 2005 

The Honorable Steve Kelley 
Minnesota Senate 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Reference: Confirmation of Alice Seagren 

Dear Senator Kelley & Senate Education Committee Members: 

It is my sincere pleasure to recommend that Alice Seagren be confirmed as 
the Commissioner of Education. I've known and worked closely with 
Alice for several years. While a member of the Bloomington School 
Board, Alice served as their representative on our Intermediate District 
School Board. She always demonstrated tremendous commitment to 
public education, especially for students with unique needs and talents. 

Once elected to the legislature, the three Intermediates continued to work 
closely with Alice. She was always willing to listen, openly explore 
alternative ideas and advocate for populations that were often ignored. Her 
interpersonal skills are well known as is her ability to willingly address 
often complex and innovative topics. I know that peers throughout the 
state regard her very highly and feel that she is always fair, open and yet 
also decisive. 

Minnesota public education needs Alice Seagren. She is trusted and 
respected. The field believes in her and is willing to work with her as 
necessary reforms and innovations are pursued. We need a person such as 
her at this critical time to provide the necessary focus and constructive 
approach that is required to address the important issues facing Minnesota 
public education. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) 

John Lobben, Ph.D. 

JL:sa 



FROM 

Senator Steve Kelley 
Room 205, State Capitoi 

PHONE NO. 

7 5 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

Jan. 06 2005 04:17PM P2 

St:hoOls tor l::'QUil,v itl Education 

January 6, 2005 

On behalf of Schools for Equity in Education, I am both pleased and honored to provide this ·letter 
of support for Commissioner-designee.Alice Seagren as the Senate Education Committee 
considers her appointment as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. 

Alice Seagren has a comprehensive set of experiences that qualifies her to be an outstanding 
Commissioner of .Education. In each of hers-ix terms in the Minnesota Legislature> she serve.cl on 
the House Education Finance and Education Committees. I believe the hallmark of her 
legislative service on these committees was her hard work across a broad .range of education . 
issues and her consistent desire to play a positive role in meeting the needs of students throughout 
Minnesota. 

Prior to her legislative experience, sh~ was a member of the Bloomington School Board. and a 
parent with schoolchildren in that ·district. Through these experiences, she has developed.a 
tremendous ability to understand education policy from a variety of.perspectives and that quality 
befits the person chosen to serve as Minnesota's chief educational officer. 

Our organization worked very closely with Commissioner-designee Seagren for the past six years 
when she served as the Chair of the House Education Finance Committee. In that capacity, she 
exhibited both the willingness and ability to fully understand the issues that were of greatest 
importance to Schools for Equity in Education and how the policies we advocated affected school 
districts throughout Minnesota. In my estimation, it is her view that all of the state's school 
districts, and by extensjon the students in these districts, should benefit from policies developed at 
the state level and her actions have been consistent with that belief. 

Perhaps most importantly, Commissioner-designee Seagren has exhibited both the desire and 
ability to build a consensus in developing solutions to a number of complex education issues 
throughout her career as both a school board member and iegislator. She is both open-minded· 
and pragmatic in her approach to decision-making. These qualities and abilities should .prove 
extremely valuable in an environment that has unfortuna.teJy, in some instances, become 
increasingly contentious. 

1 believe that Alice Seagren would serve with distinction as Minnesota's next Commissioner of 
Education and urge the Senate Education Committee and the full Senate to confirm her 
appointment. 

Executive irector, Schools for Equity in Education 

1884 Como Avenue • St .. Paul, MN 55108 · 
(651) 641·6257 • 1·800·666~6837 ~-·Fax.: (657) 647-0632 • e-mail: ~eemn@aot.r;om • www.school.sforequlty.org 
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MINNESOTA SCHOOL l:W BOARDS ASSOCIATION 

II ..... 

December 30, 2004 

Members of the Minnesota Senate; 

The Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA), whose membership 
includes all Minnesota public school board members and s·uperintendents 
of schools, requests your support for the confinnation of Alice Seagren as 
Minnesota's Commissioner of Education. 

Conunissioner,Dcsignec Seagren has served on u schooJ board, provided 
education finance leadership to the House of Representatives as the 
Chairperson of the Education Finance Committee, and is recognized 
across the state as a spokesperson for excellent education opportunities for 
all children. · 

One of many talents Conunissi.oncr Designee Seagren processes is the 
ability to work with-all parties in finding necessary solutions. My 
experience with her over the years has proven to me that she is fair
minded, committed to a slrong public education system, and wiJling to 
represent all children (including the gifted and talented, regular students, 
and special education students) with equal fervor.. I believe she will be a 
strong voice for education within the Paw lenty Administr'cltion. 

The Mii1Jlesota School Boards Association is confident that Alice Seagren 
wm be a very capable Commissioner of Education. Therefore, WC ask that 
you support the confirmation of Commissioner Dcsignee Seagren. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Meeks 
Executive Director 
Minnesota School Boards Association 
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January 5, 2005 

Dear Senate Education Committee: 

The Minnesota Association for Career and Technical Administrators (MACTA) 
strongly supports the endorsement of Alice Seagren for Commissioner of 
Education. MACTA represents Career and Technical Education programs in all 
regions of the state. Secondary Career and Technical Education provides both 
academic and workplace skills for over one-half of all students in grades 10-12 
in Minnesota. 

MA CT A has worked with Alice Seagren, as chair of the House Education 
Committee, to ensure that Career and Technical Programs are a strong 
component of the secondary education system in Minnesota. Alice Seagren has 
always been a good listener and a fair individual when dealing with MACTA's 
requests for assistance in maintaining and enhancing our programs. 

Alice Seagren has long had a strong respect for, and understanding of, the 
secondary education system in Minnesota. She has supported strong 
comprehensive schools in Minnesota including extra-curricular activities, core 
academics, and Career and Technical Programs. 

Alice Seagren has the respect of the MACT A board and the organization. She 
has been recognized numerous times by our organization for outstanding 
contributions to the field of Career and Technical Education. We are confident 
that Alice will do an excellent job serving as Commissioner of Education and 
we strongly urge the Senate Education Committee to endorse Alice Seagren for 
this important leadership position. 

On Behalf of the MACTA Board, Sincerely, 

Chris Miller 
MACT A President 2004-05 
Oak Land Vocational Center 
315 J1h Lane NE, Cambridge, 55008 

"Providing leadership, professional development opportunities & advocacy for 
secondmJJ & post-seconda1J' career technical education. " 
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December 29, 2004 

Senator Steve Kelley 
205 Capitol 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

RE: Letter of Support for Alice Seagren 

As executive director of Minnesota Rural Education Association (MREA) I am writing to 
you to inform you of MREA's support for Alice Seagren. We believe Ms. Seagren has 
demonstrated her concern for rural issues as a representative and would continue to do so 
as Commissioner of Education. 

Ms. Seagren has been an advocate for telecommunication access, on line learning, new 
pay incentives and rural teacher loan forgiveness. She has been a presence at MREA 
functions, most recently at our fall conference where she presented awards and also spoke 
,,vell on education issues. We believe she will provide the leadership required to keep 
Minnesota a leader in education. 

MREA recommends Alice Seagren to be the next Commissioner of Education without 
reservation. If I may be of further assistance please contact me. 

Partners in Education, 

Gerald "Jerry" Ness 
MREA Executive Director 

MINNESOTA RURAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
7UU Cedu Street, Suite: 208, Alc:x.andri:i, MN 56308 • 320.762.6571 • fox: 320.762.2854 ·Email: officc@mnrea.org 
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Governor Tim Pawlenty 
Office of the Govcmor 
130 State Capitol 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. PauJ~ MN 55155 

Re: Alice Seagren, Commissioner of Education 

Dear Governor Pawlenty: 

Superbtlenrle111 t>f Sdwols 

I came to Minncs-0tajust over 5 months ago to accept the awesome challenge 
of mending a ~trugg1ing d1strict. Establishing a strong \vorking relationship 
with the State Department of Education is a critical component to my success 
in this task. It is rare to be met with the level or authentic heartfelt support 
lhat I received from the State Commissioner of Education. 

AJic.c Seagren has been a consistent source of encouragement in my transition 
into this role. Through her ready offer of resources> time and encouragement, 
my ease of transit)on has been immeasurably improved. l offer my 
enthusiastic support of Alice Seagren >s reappointment as Commissioner of 
Education. 

,,/ncercly, #:--) ~ 
~"'w ·'M ()/ v / .,_ ·"_ ..... l /J JP c I ·' l/ --C:::,_/ 
/ /!L µt/ 'If ' _., f <----~.--.... ·· 

/ 
/ 
/ Thandiwc Peebles, Ed.D. 

Superintendent, Minneapolis Public Schools 
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December 29, 2004 
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205 Capitol 
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Dear Senator Kelley: 

It is my understanding that your committee will soon be taking up the confirmation of Alice 
Seagren as Commissioner. This will be a very important issue for you and your committee, 
and I want to emphasize that leaders in the school districts throughout the state are deeply 
committed to your decision. As the Superintendent of one of the nation's premier school 
districts, I want tu cummunicale my 1nleresl in her appoinlmenl and my cummilmenl to you 
that we will support Ms. Seagren fully if she receives coniim1ation. 

I do want to advocate for Ms. Seagren because l believe in what she stands for and what she 
can accomplish in a very challenging position. T have had several opportunities to work 
closely with her in her legislative capacity and as the Commissioner-designate, and her clear 
focus on the importance of education to our children and our state is impressive. She sees 
leadership as leading and not directing. She would be able to rally other leaders to 
accomplish important goa1s because of her vision, caring and communication skills. 

During my thirty-six years as a superintendent in Minnesota and other states, T have worked 
with several conunissioncrs or state supcdntcnd~nts and have observed qualities that made 
them successful and, sometimes, less. than successful. Ms. Seagren clearly has the potential 
to be an outstanding Commissioner for our state and help pull all of us together to 
accomplish important work. Her ahility to relate to indivjduals of varying political 
persuasions ha.s been impress1 ve, becau~e 1t is !:>U rare anymore. Tbal complemenls your 
own skills, and we could really become a very special state again with such leadership. 

I strongly urge your committee to quickly recommend the confirmation and support that 
recommendation through the process. We need the clarity such actions will provide. Alice 
needs the full support of leaders in and outside of state government, and quick confirmation 
begins process. Thank you. 

Si ccrcl your~s,jl 
~ ~;!~-

~~'IAl~fJ .. 

Dennis L. Peterson Ph.D. 
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1350 West 106th Street 

Bloomlngton. MN 5543h'l126 
Public Schools Fax 952.681.6406 

gpre.st@bloomington.k12.mn.us www.bloomington .k 12. mn. us 

Senator Steve Kelly 
Mirmcsata Stale:: Senate 
Room 205 Capitol Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

December 29, 2004 

Dear Senator Ke11y: 

I am very p1eased to enthusiastically endorse Alice Seagren as Commissioner of Education for the State of 
Minnesota. I have kno\1111 Rep. Seagren for many years. I have come to appreciate her ex.perience and 
many personal qualities which make her the ideal educ'1tional leader for our great State:. 

First and foremost, Alice Seagren cares deeply about children, As a parent and grandparent, she lrnaws first 
hand the importance of a nurturing, supportive envLronment necessary for the good growUi and 
development of a child. Through our many discussions, I am convinced that. she th.inks of each child in this 
State as someone's child or grandchild. Tb.us, she views each child as special and deserving of the besr that 
\Ve can provide. She also understands the critical parmership that is ncct:ssary between parents and 
educators for success in raising children to be cari11g, responsible citizens. 

Si:con<L she dedicated a large part of her life in service to the public good, As a school board member of 
the Bloomington Puplic Schools, she sought to create the best educational environments for students from 
all over the city. As representative and Chair of the Minnesota State House K-12 Finance Conunittcc she 
worked tirelessly to support the best educational environments possible for students from all over the State. 
She is an educational leader in both challenging and less challenging periods for public educarion. 
Rcganllcss of the circumstance, conditions, possibilities or probkms, she always pursues understanding, 
reaches out to ensure those involved arc heard, smdies what is relev~nt, and moves forward with common 
sense. 

Third, Alice Seag.ren already plays a significant lea.dershlp role in public education in Minnesota, As an 
ardent supporter of public education, she consistently reaches out in true Mirmt=sot:m bi-partisan fashion to 
reach solutions for the betterment of schools and that allowed educators do the jobs that they are hired to 
do. For exampk, we appreciated the timely work that you, Senator Kelly, and she accomplished during the 
last session regarding the social study st.andards. At a time \vhcn few were finding common ground, you 
and she transcended political ideologies ta get an important job done well. 

fourth, she ha.s earned the rnspcct of the entire educational commui1ity because; of her fair leadership, 
willingness lo learn., and always respectful demeanor. In my rru.ny discussions with colleagues from across 
the St.ate of Mirmesota, consistently they state how pleased citizens and cducalor:> are that Alice Seagren 
was Governor Pawlcnty's choice for Commissioner of Education. While there may be disagreement from 
time to time over the best course for public education to takt in Minnesota, all would be in agreement that 
Alice Seagren's motivation wlll always be one that has srudems at its core and the public good as itr; basis. 

I would encourage you and your committee to recommend Alice Seagren as Commissioner of Education, 
Department of Education, of the great State of Minn~sota. 

Since~ 

O~ S. Prest, Ed.D. 
~rintendent of Schools, Bloomington Public Schools 

We help students thrive and dreams come alive 

TOTAL P.02 
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MINNESOTA EDUCATIONAL MEDIA ORGANIZATION 

3600 361
h Ave. N., 207 

New Hope, MN 55427 
January 7, 2004 

Serving school med;a and 
informa.ti.o11 techn.ology professionals 

The Honorable Steve Kelley, The Minnesota State Senate 
205 State Capitol Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

De~n Senator Kelley: 

On behalf of the Minnesota Educationa1 Media Organization (MEMO), a professional 
organization made up of 500 library media and technology leaders, I would like to 
express support the confimrntion of Commission Alice Seagren. 

Commission Seagren has a record of workjng with educators lo improve learning for all 
Minnesota students. She Lmderstands the issues and concerns of the entire educational 
commurnty including students, slaff, parents, and the larger community. She is a good 
listener and has a reputation as a straightforward negotiator. 

Minnesota schools need strong leadership to improve student achievement in core 
subjects. We also believe that all learners must become effective users of infornrntion and 
technology. We look forward to working together with Commissioner Seagren to meet 
these goals. 

Th~mk you for your consideration. 

Jane Prestebak, President 
MEMO 
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Senator Steve Kelley 
321 Capitol Building 
Saint Paul, :tvfN 5 515 5 
January 10, 2005 

Dear Senator Kelley, 

WOODSON SCHOOL 

The ~esota Council for Exceptional Children (.MNCEC) is an organization 
representing approximately 800 members whose mission is to improve the practices and 
resources of persons working on behalf of individuals with exceptionalities in the State of 
Minnesota For more than a decade~ MNCEC has been a leader in providing professional 
development opportunities aimed at improving opportunities for individuals with 
exceptionalities. 

Our organization recognizes. Alice Seagren as a long-time friend and supporter of special 
education. Several of our members have had positive interactions with Ms. Seagren in the 
past, and MNCEC looks forward to continuing to work with Commissioner Seagren in 
advancing educational opportunities for Minnesota's children and youth with disabilities. 

MNCEC has, for the first time in its history, formally identified legislative issues that we 
believe must be addressed if Minnesota is to continue to be a leader in educating children 
and youth with disabilities. Enclosed is a copy of the MNCEC legislative platform. We 
encourage your active support of these vital issues. 

Sincerely, 

Enc. 

P.02 



The Minnesota Council 

for Exceptional Children's 

Mission: 

To improve practices and resources 
for persons working on behalf of 

individuals with exceptionaJity'in the 
state of Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Cou"cil 

for Exceptional Children's 

Goals for 2004 - 2005: 

To promote and utilize systems for· 
timely communication with our . 
membership. 

To prnmote quality professional . 
development opportunities. 
including a quality conference. 

To supp.art the professional 
development of pre-service 
teachers. 

To jnctease our involvement in 
political issues impacting our 
membership and the individuals 
they serve. 

CAN Committee Chair: 

Bryce Fornes-Bates 
Special Education Teacher 
Humboldt Senior High School 
30 Ease Baker Street 
Sc Paul MN, 55107 
Phone: 651.293.8600 
fax: 651.293.8605 

CAN Committee Members: 

Kathy Arnoldi 
!+ad Resource, K-12 Deaf/ 
Hard of Hearing Programs 
Saint Paul Public Schools 

Drad Benson 
Special Education Teacher 
Stillwater Area High School 

Krista Fi.sher 
Sp~cial Bducation Teacher 
.Mound Wesronka High School 

Marilyn Hukriede 
Student CEC Advisor 
MNCEC Board of Direcrors 

Gary Lewis, Ed.D. 
Director of Student Services 
Northfield Public Schools 

Daryl Miller 
Special Education Director 
Robl>insdalt! Area Schools 

Nancy Recibe 
Special Edurntion Coordinfltor 
Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan Schools 

Mary Ellen Wade 
Speci~I Educacion Teacher 
Jedlicka Middle School, Proctor Schools 

• Council ror 
Exc~pfioncs I 
ChUdren 

Minnesota Council for 

Exceptional Children 
CAN Committee 
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Minnesota Association of 
Secondary School Principals 

1667 Snelling Avenue North, Suite C-100 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108-2131 

Telephone: 651-999-7333 • Toll Free MN: 800-430-6716 • Fax Number: 651-999-7331 
On the Web: http://www.massp.org 

r- ---l:>ert J. Schmidt. Executive Director 
:~r J. Aronson, Attomey 

• __ .11
1 

K_. Mizuhata, Director of Professional Dew1 lopment 

January 3, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
Minnesota Senate 
Room 205 Capitol Building 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

Scott D. Douglas, President 
Scott M. Hannon, President-Elect 
Douglas D. Standke, Secretary 
Mary Pat Cumming, Coordinator 
Randall J. Pillar, Past Prcsidcnr 

The purpose of this letter is to support the confirmation of Alice Seagren as Commissioner of 
·Education. 

I have known Ms. Seagren for approximately twenty (20) years. She was a member of the 
school board while I was serving as a high school principal in Bloomington. During that period 
of time, I observed Alice Seagren as a champion for all students - the gifted; those with special 
learning needs; and the "average" student. 

Alice asked tough questions about educational practice and was always well prepared in 
discussing budget, policy and procedures. She was tenacious in her pursuance of educational 
excellence. Her commitment and leadership earned the respect of both school employees and the 
general community. 

When Alice Seagren was elected to the House of Representatives, she displayed the same 
qualities of diligence, commitment and sense of "fairness" on complex legislative issues. 
Consequently, peers recognized her skills and placed her in leadership positions. 

Alice speaks with a soft voice, using communication skills, which are inclusive, clear and direct. 
Her "people skills", problem solving abilities and her commitment to excellence are admirable 
qualities of a leader. 

Alice Seagren will provide great leadership as the Minnesota Commissioner of Education. 

Sincerely, 

~~/~ 
Robert J. Schmidt 
Executive Director 

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 



Board of Education: 
Diane Lund, Chair 
Matthew Prigge, Vice Chair 
Frank McAnulty, Clerk 
Duane Quam, Treasurer 
Paul Daley, Director 
Phil Fuchs, Director 
David Sanneman, Director 

Superintendent/Business Office 
Dr. Wendy S. Shannon, Superintendent 
501 101

h A venue NE 
Byron, MN 55920 
--'"'-775-2383 507-775-2385 Fax 

)ite: http://bears.byron.kl2.mn.us 

December 28, 2004 

Senator Steve Kelley 

Byron Independent School District 
No. 531 

"Maximizing Learning Opportunities for All" 

Chair, Minnesota Senate Education Policy Committee 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley and Members of the Senate Education Policy Committee: 

Byron Elementary School (K-4) 
David Hedin, Principal 

501 10th Avenue NE 
507-775-6620 507-775-7225 Fax 

Byron Middle School (5-7) 
Shelley Balkan, Principal 

630 151 A venue NW 
507-775-2189 507-775-2825 Fax 

Byron High School (8-12) 
Michael Duffy, Principal 

601 4th Street NW 
507-775-2301 507-775-2303 Fax 

It is my pleasure to write this letter in support of the confirmation of Alice Seagren as 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Departmen~ of Education. 

Throughout her years in our state legislature, Commissioner Seagren was a strong advocate for 
public education and its role in the lives of Minnesota's children. The education community has 
appreciated her commitment to excellence in teaching and learning in our public schools, and. her 
willingness to work with educators to develop sound and practical policy to support student 
achievement. 

Commissioner Seagren understands the intricacy of school leadership, and has developed a 
reputation of listening well and connecting with school administrators. She is very knowledgeable 
about the issues currently of greatest concern to Minnesota's educators, and consistently invites 
our perspective. She is a skilled negotiator and consensus-builder. The respect she shows for our 
state's educators supports a level of collaboration that can serve to unite educators and 
policymakers around a common agenda of educational excellence for Minnesota's children. As an 
officer of the Minnesota Association of School Administrators, I have been pleased to hear 
Commissioner Seagren express her positive regard for Minnesota's education associations. Our 
associations' constructive working relationship with the Commissioner and the Department of 
Education will enhance all of our abilities to assure student success. 

Schools are organizations of people-children, their families, teachers, other staff, administrators, 
a:µd the wider community. Commissioner Seagren's empathy and authenticity are attributes 
indicative of her own excellence as a leader, and of her ability to meaningfully serve the people of 
Minnesota in a system that impacts each of our lives. 

These are challenging times for school administrators, calling for leadership to create a culture that 
joins together to identify optimistic and realistic approaches to address our obstacles, and to 
celebrate our many successes. Commissioner Seagren cares about all kids, understands the 
education issues impacting them, and honors their accomplishments. Therefore, it is my honor to 
support her confirmation as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. 

Sincerely, (/ 

tJt,._c(} dri~nvn<h 
Wendy S~annon, Ph.D. 
Superintendent, Byron Schools 
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Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association 

1667 Snelling Avenue North, Suite ClOl - St Paul, MN 55108-2131 
e-mail: mespa@mespa.net 

. Phone: (651) 999-7310 
FAX: (651) 999-7311 

p.2 

Web site: www.rnespa.net Greater Minnesota: 1-800-642-6807 

Susan Abrahamson, President 

January 6, 2005 

Senator Steven Kelly 
Room 205, Capitol 
75 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelly, 

P. Fred Storti, Executive Director 

The purpose of this letter is to support the confirmation of Alice Seagren as 
Commissioner of Education. 

Commissioner Seagren understands both finance and policy and knows how the 
legislature works. Her prior experience as a school board member, legislator and chair of 
the House Education Committee give her valuable incites in our criticaHy important P-16 
educational enterprise. 

During the past three years as executive director of MESPA, I have had the opportunity 
to work with Alice Seagren on a number of education issues and have found her to be 
knowledgeable, honest, respectful, and a good listener. 

The Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association supports Alice Seagren's 
confirmation as Commissioner of Education. 

If I can be of further assistance, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

P. Fred Storti 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association 

Serving Elementary and Middle School Principals 
Affiliated with the National Association of Elementary School Principals 



independent school district #761 Tom Tapper, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

January 6, 2005 

Honorable Senator Steve Kelley 
Chair, Senate Education Committee 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley, 

It is my understanding that the Senate Education Committee has determined to take 
action related to the appointment of the Commissioner of Education for the Minnesota 
Department of Education. I would like to forward a letter in support of the permanent appointment 
of Alice Seagren to serve in that capacity .. 

I have been fortunate to have made a career as a public school educator. I have valued 
the opportunities my chosen profession has provided me because I can think of no other 
profession that is more important in shaping the future of our nation and society than working in 
our public schools. And so it is within this framework of understanding that I submit this letter of 
support for Alice Seagren. 

I have had the opportunity to observe Commissioner Seagren while she served in the 
House of Representatives, and consider myself fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with 
her directly over the past six (6) years. It is because of my work with then Representative 
Seagren, that I feel qualified to speak on her behalf. I have found her to be a person of integrity, 
a good listener, a caring person, and an effective communicator. Alice Seagren is a person who 
has shown a deep-seated and genuine concern for children and truly cares about creating a 
future for each and every child. She is approachable and open; readily accessible to the public. 
She is also a person of conviction who has a vision for a future society that is 'better than' the one 
we live in today and recognizes that a strong public school system is one of the essential tools 
needed to get there. 

These attributes, I believe, will serve her well as the Commissioner of Education. The 
Department, and the entire public school system, will have an opportunity to work together at a 
level not recently seen, because of the leadership Alice Seagren will provide as Commissioner. 
While everyone has them, I can think of no flaw in Alice Seagren's qualities and qualifications 
other than her tireless commitment to children that, if she isn't careful, will lead her to exhaust 
both her energies and her passion. The Senate will find no more qualified candidate than Alice 
Seagren. I sincerely hope she receives approval and look forward to the opportunity to work with 
her i ture. 

vc:t. Commissioner Alice Seagren 

West Bridge Street· Owatonna MN 55060 · 507-444-8601 ·fax: 507-444-8688 
e-mail:·ttapper@owatonna.k12.mn.us 
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· . Southwest/West Central 
Service Cooperatives 

1420 East Colle$e Drive 
Marshall, MN 5625 8 

Phone: (507) 537-2240 VmY 
FAX: (507) 537-7663 . 

January 5, 2005 

· Senator.Steve Kelley 
205 Capitol 
75 Dr. Martin Luther. King Jr. Blvd .. 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1206 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

This letter is in support of the confirmation of Alice Seagren as the Minnesota 
Commissioner of .Education .. 

After 33 years in public education in Minnesota1 I've had ample opportunity to work with 
the many education commissioners who have served our state. As such, I believe that I · 
can say without reservation that Alice Seagren ~ould serve the students of this state in· 
the highest tradition. There have been very few commissioners since Howard Casmey 
who have the education communities' respect that Alice holds. There have been even 
fewer c.onunissioners who he.ld·the bi-partisan respect that Alice is given. · 

We need an educ.ation commissioner who can help educators and the system do the very 
best possible for the children of this s'tate. I belkve Alice Seagren i~ that person and urge 
you and the committee to approve her appointment. 

tfk IJl/f1te 
Lee W ame, Executive Director 
Southwest I West Central Service Cooperatives 
Marshall, Mim1esota 

SW/WC Service Cooperatives are an Equal Opportunity. Employer 
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Rochester Public Schools 
Independent School District #535 
615 7th St. SW• Rochester, Minnesota 55902-2052 

Office of the Superintendent• Telephone (507) 285-8551 • FAX (507) 281-6020 

January 4, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
205 Slate Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

RE: Confirmation of Alice Seagren 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

I heartily endorse the confirmation of Alice Seagren as the next Commissioner of Education for the state 
of Minnesota. As a school administrator, I can attest to the confidence I have in her leadership as well as 
her great knowledge of K-12 education. She is the ideal person for the job in these very chailenging 
t:mes. 

ln previous years, when testifying before her House committees, I was always impressed with not only 
her knowledge of education issues but also her intense interest in listening to our concerns. She cared 
about what was happening in the schools, how proposed legislation would impact us, and honestly sought 
our opinion. My opinion has not changed. In the past months since her appointment, I have had the 
opportunity to confer with her and host her on a visit to Rochester. She deeply cares about the education 
of ~vlinnesota's youth and continually strives for ways to make it better. 

Conflrming Ms. Seagren as Commissioner of Education is the right thing for the Senate to do. She is a 
stabilizing force after two years of unrest, has the respect of educators throughout the state. and will he 
open to various ways to accomplish what we need to do in K-12. Hers incerity and integrity are worn 
proudly by her and visible to us all. I can think of no other person who understands the legislative process 
as well as she does and would be so warmly and enthusiastically received as Commissioner. 

As a school administrator, I look to the Commissioner to be an outspoken advocate for public education 
i'.1 every corner of the state. I am convinced that Alice Seagren will be that person and restore our 
confidence in the Minnesota Department of Education. Without quesliun, I enthusiastically support her 
confirmation and encourage your Committee and the Senate to do so without delay. 

Sincerely, 

(] ~ 
~s 

Cl Superintendent 

Cc: Commissioner Alice Seagren 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Senator Steve Kelley 
Room 205, State Capitol 
75 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

Schools for Equity in Education 

January 6, 2005 

On behalf of Schools for Equity in Education, I am both pleased and honored to provide this letter 
of support for Commissioner-designee Alice Seagren as the Senate Education Committee 
considers her appointment as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. 

Alice Seagren has a comprehensive set of experiences that qualifies her to be an outstanding 
Commissioner of Education. In each of her six terms in the Minnesota Legislature, she served on 
the House Education Finance and Education Committees. I believe the hallmark of her 
legislative service on these committees was her hard work across a broad range of education 
issues and her consistent desire to play a positive role in meeting the needs of students throughout 
'Minnesota. · 

Prior to her legislative experience, she was a member of the Bloomington School Board and a 
parent with schoolchildren in that district. Through these experiences, she has developed a 
tremendous ability to understand education policy from a variety of perspectives and that quality 
befits the person chosen to serve as Minnesota's ,chief educational officer. 

Our organization worked very closely with Commissioner-designee Seagren for the past six years 
when she served as the Chair of the House Education Finance Committee. In ·that capacity, she 
exhibited both the willingness and ability to.fully understand the issues that were of greatest 
importance to Schools for Equity in Education and how the policies we advocated affected school 
districts throughout Minnesota. In my estimation, it is her view that all of the state's school 
districts, and by extension the students in these districts, should benefit from policies developed at 
the state level and her actions have been consistent with that belief. 

Perhaps most importantly, Commissioner-designee Seagren ha.S exhibited both the desire and 
ability to build a consensus in developing solutions to a number of complex education issues 
throughout her career as both a school board member and legislator. She is both open-minded 
and pragmatic in her approach to decision-making. These qualities and abilities should.prove 
extremely valuable in an environment that has unfortunate,ly, in some instances, become 
increasingly contentious. 

I believe that Alice Seagren would serve with distinction as Minnesota's next Commissioner of 
Education and urge the Senate Education Committee and the full Senate to confirm her 
appointment. 

f;cl~ 
BradLun ell 
Executive irector, Schools for Equity in Education 

1884 Como Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55108 
(651) 647-6251 • 1-800-666-6837 ··Fax: (65.1) 647-0632 • e-mail: seemn@aol.com • www.schoolstorequity.org 
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Mfinnesota Association of 
Sec~ndary School Principal~ 

1667 S11elling Avenue North, Suite C-100 
St. Paul, Minnesula 55108-2131 

Telephon~: 651~999-7333 •· ;foll .1:-'ree :tvIN: 800-430· 6716 • Fax Number: 65 l-99Y-7331 
On the Web: hilp:/lwww.massp.org 
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Robert J. Schmidt, E~e<.~uiive nz,'l'?r.tor 

Roger J. Aa:onson, Attorney 
Scott D. Douglas, President 

Nan K. Mizuhata. Di,-a.ctor qf Prqfes.sional Dt!velupn-iem 

January 3, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
:Minnesota Senate 
Room 20.5 Capitol Building 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King .Tr. Blvd. 
St Paul, MN 5.5155-1606 

DeHr Senator Kel 1ey: 

Sc()tl M. Hannon. Pf'f.Sitltmt-/'.."le1~t 
Dnuglai; D. Standke. Sec1'Ctary1 
Mary Pat Cumming, Coordinator 
Rcnu..lctll J. Pillar, PtJst President 

The purpose of this letter is kl support tb.c confirmation of Alice Seagren as Commissioner of 
Education. · 

I have known Ms. Seagren for approximately twenty (20) years. She was a member of the 
school board while I was sening as a high school pri~cipa.l in Bloomington. During that period 
of time, J observed Alice Seagren as a champion for all students - the gifted; Lhose wi.th special 
learning needs; and the "average" sru.dent. 

Alice asked tough questions about educational practice ond was always well prepared in 
discussing budget, policy and procedures .. She was c.enacious in her pursuance of educational 
excellence. Her commitment and lea.de1'Ship earned the respect of both school employees and the 
general community. . 

When Alice Seagren was elected to the House of Representatives, she displayed. the same 
qualities of diligencet commitment and ~nse of "fairness'~ on complex legislative issues. 
Consequently, peers recognized her skills and placed her in leadership positions. 

Alice speaks with a soft voice, u..\ing communication skills, which are i~clusive, clear and direct 
Her •'people skills", problem solving abilities and her commitment to excellence arc admirable 
ql.1alities of a leader. 

Alice Seagren will provide great leader~hip as the Minnesota Commissioner of Education. 

Sincerely, 

~.......!)?.~ 
Roben J. Schmidt · 
Executive Director 



Senator Steve Kelley 
205 Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

December 29, 2004 

It is my understanding that your committee will soon be talcing up the confirmation of Alice 
Seagren as Commissioner. This will be a very important issue for you and your committee, 
and I want to emphasize that leaders in the school districts throughout the state are deeply 
committed to your decision. As the Superintendent of one of the nation's premier school 
districts, I want to communicate my interest in her appointment and my commitment to you 
that we will support Ms. Seagren fully if she receives confirmation. 

I do want to advocate for Ms. Seagren because I believe in what she stands for and what she 
can accomplish in a very challenging position. I have had several opportunities to work 
closely with her in her legislative capacity and as the Commissioner-designate, and her clear 
focus on the importance of education to our children and our state is impressive. She sees 
leadership as leading and not directing. She would be able to rally other leaders to 
accomplish important go·als because of her vision, caring and communication skills. · 

During my thirty-six years as a superintendent in Minnesota and other states, I have worked 
with several commissioners or state superintendents and have observed qualities that made 
them successful and, sometimes, less than successful. Ms. Seagren clearly has the potential 
to be an outstanding Commissioner for our state and help pull all of us together to 
accomplish important work. Her .ability to relate to individuals of varying political 
persuasions has been impressive, because it is so rare anymore. That complements your 
own skills, and we could really become a very special state again ~ith such leadership. 

I ·Strongly urge your committee to quickly recommend the confirmation and support that 
recommendation through the process. We need the clarity such actions will provide. Alice 
needs the full support of leaders in and outside of state government, and quick confirmation 
begins that process. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dennis L. Peterson Ph.D. 



December 29, 2004 

Dennis L. Peterson, Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

Minnetonka Public Schools 

5621 County Road 101 

Minnetonka, MN 55345 

(952) 401-5004 

(952) 401-5083 fax 

dennis.peterson@minnetonka.kl2.mn.us 

Senator Steve Kelley 
SERVING THE 

205 Capitol 
coMMUNmESoF: St. Paul, MN 55155 

MINNETONKA 

CHANHASSEN 

DEEPHAVEN 

EDEN PRAIRIE 

EXCELSIOR 

GREENWOOD 

SHOREWOOD 

U<A BAY 

VICTORIA 

WOODLAND 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

It is my understanding that your committee will soon be taking up the confirmation of Alice 
Seagren as Commissioner. This will be a very important issue for you and your committee, 
and I want to emphasize that leaders in the school districts throughout the state are deeply 
committed to your decision. As the Superintendent of one of the nation's premier school 
districts, I want to communicate my interest in her appointment and my commitment to you 
that we will support Ms. Seagren fully if she receives confirmation. 

I do want to advocate for Ms. Seagren because I believe in what she stands for and what she 
can accomplish in a very challenging position. I have had several opportunities to work 
closely with her in her legislative capacity and as the Commissioner-designate, and her clear 
focus on the importance of education to our children and our state is impressive. She sees 
leadership as leading and not directing. She would be able to rally other leaders to 
accomplish important goals because of her vision, caring and communication skills. 

During my thirty-six years as a superintendent in Minnesota and other states, I have worked 
with several commissioners or state superintendents and have observed qualities that made 
them successful and, sometimes, less than successful. Ms. Seagren clearly has the potential 
to be an outstanding Commissioner for our state and help pull all of us together to 
accomplish important work. Her ability to relate to individuals of varying political 
persuasions has been impressive, because it is so rare anymore. That complements your 
own skills, and we could really become a very special state again with such leadership. 

I strongly urge your committee to quickly recommend the confirmation and support that 
recommendation through the process. We need the clarity such actions will provide. Alice 
needs the full support of leaders in and outside of state government, and quick confirmation 
begins process. Thank you. 

Si cerel your:?.1.s, (2 
.,. ~-,A ;It A .... 

~~ifl'M~n • ~ 

Dennis L. Peterson Ph.D. 



Gary S. Prest, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
952.681.6402 

Educational Services Center 
1350 West 106th Street 

Bloomington, MN 55431-4126 
P u b I i c S c h o· o I s Fax 952 .681 .6406 

gprest@bloomington .k 12.mn. us www.bloomington.k12.mn.us 

Senator Steve Kelly 
Minnesota State Senate 
Room 205 Capitol Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

December 29, 2004 

Dear Senator Kelly: 

I am very pleased to enthusiastically endorse Alice Seagren as Commissioner of Education for the State of 
Minnesota. I have known Rep. Seagren for many years. I have come to appreciate her experience and 
many personal qualities which make her the ideal educational leader for our great State. 

First and foremost, Alice Seagren cares deeply about children. As a parent and grandparent, she knows first 
hand the importance of a nurturing, supportive environment necessary for the good growth and 
development of a child. Through our many discussions, I am convinced that she thinks of each child in this 
State as someone's child or grandchild. Thus, she views each child as special and deserving of the best that 
we can provide .. She also understands the critical partnership that is necessary between parents and 
educators for success in raising children to be caring, responsible citizens. 

Second, she dedicated a large part of her life in service to the public good. As a school board member of 
the Bloomington Puplic Schools, she sought to create the best educational environments for students from 
all over the city. As representative and Chair of the Minnesota State House K-12 Finance Committee she 
worked tirelessly to support the best educational environments possible for students from all over the State. 
She is an educational leader in both challenging and less challenging periods for public education. 
Regardless of the circumstance, conditions, possibilities or problems, she always pursues understanding, 
reaches out to ensure those involved are heard, studies what is relevant, and moves forward with common 
sense. 

Third, Alice Seagren already plays a significant leadership role in public education in Minnesota. As an 
ardent supporter of public education, she consistently reaches out in true Minnesotan bi-partisan fashion to 
reach solutions for the betterment of schools and that allowed educators do the jobs that they are hire·d to 
do. For example, we appreciated the timely work that you, Senator Kelly, and she accomplished during the 
last session reg~rding the social study standards. At a time when few were finding common ground, you 
and she transcended political ideologies to get an important job done well. 

Fourth, she has earned the respect of the entire educational community because of her fair leadership, 
willingness to learn, and always respectful demeanor. In my many discussions with colleagues from across 
the State of Minnesota, consistently they state how pleased citizens and educators are that Alice Seagren 
was Governor Pawlenty's choice for Commissioner of Education. While there may be disagreement from 
time to time over the best course for public education to take in Minnesota, all would be in agreement that 
Alice Seagren's motivation will always be one that has students at its core and the public good as its basis. 

I would encourage you and your committee to recommend Alice Seagren as Commissioner of Education, 
Department of Education, of the great State of Minnesota. 

,/.'\Sincerely,/? ,,. 

Ol\~~. . 
: ~rintendent of. Schools, Bloomington Pnblic Schools 

We help students thrive and dreams come alive 

( 
\ 
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HOPKINS 
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I 

EOUCAT'ION SERVICES CENTER 
1001 HIGHWAY 7 
HOPKINS, MINNESOTA 55305·4723 

: '·. ·· ·:::}·'.~; "Passion ror Learniri9 ..• Leaming for Life" 
,.;;:,~~;(,;~~~. 

~~~;1,,;~ Michael L Kremer, Ph.D. 
Supetintendent 

952.988.4021 95.2.9EtB.4C)92 (f~x) 
miehael_ktomef 0hopkins.k12.r:nn.1,.1$ 

January 3,. 2005 

Sena.tor 5teve Kl'llcy 
Chair ......... K-12 .EducatiOl\ Committee 
205 Stnt(!" Capitol 
75 Reverend Mattin Luther King, Jr. Buulevard 
St. Paul .. Mhmesola 5315.5 

Thro\1gh01.1t the pns~ J 2 year8 as Superil1tend.ent in the Hopkins School District, I have had the 
sincere privilege of working with Alic~ Seo,:tgren in both hc:r position as a member of the House 
of Representatives .. and now as Commissioner. Alice is a very intelligent with a pleasant 
personality and a highly developed sense of organization and logic. lier capacity for 
leaderi.hip is exceptionally strong by virtue of her creative thl.nkl.ng and application of the 
principles surrow1ding good human relationships. Hl"I ability to J'ecognize or anticipate a 
probl~"'m., evaluate it1 and decide on a correct course of action i.s in atrlking contrast to that ol 
the average l~ader today. She also recogni:.!.es thitt as the deYignated leader, she will be held 
accolllltable for h<:'r own actions} as well as those of he.r s11b,udJnates. 

I have Cmmd Alice to be a11 e~c:ellent student; her per~eption and .knowledge surrow\d.ing the 
field <...,f cducntiun results in maste.rship of the .situation. In fu.1£illing her ro1e as n. l~ndcr in the 
House of Rep.rese.ntatives, Allee focused on education issues and demonstrated an astute 
i.1bility to identify i:;taff and programs to support; an inte.rest in ensuring prompt delivery of 
quality services to students;, teacher!'i, a.nd parents; and mt"JSt impoxhmtly .. a vi.1llingness to 
follow-1.lp on those efforts. Alice continues to be one of the most effective ttsers of a deeision
making process 1 refer to a~, ··collabo.ratlve consultation' (i.~., she seeks input .from all parties 
impa.::ted by dedsion befote iden.tify\ng a g~ plan). This leadership style serves her 
extremely well in her newest lllle as Comn.tl.4isfllt"u!:t of Education. 

Cou.ri1gc is the:• intangible lenders.hip quality of which greal.:n.ess Js made. A Hee e'<:hibit6 ht•r 
unique style of courage in many ways, including= 

V Being able to say,. J'no;" 
..J Taking posHious on important issues; 
V Responding to defeat by trying even harder; 
;,/ Facing conflict openly and head-on; 
.J Bt;?ar.i:ng ones" burden-:;~ and 
-·./ Adapti.ng to change. 

AN eQIJAL OF>PORl'lfNlit' iAFFIRMATfVE ACTION EDUCATOR ANO E:MPLOYE'R 



JAN-03-2005 12:45 FROM:HOPKINS ISO 270 

Senator Steve Kelley 
January 3, 2005 
Po(,'ge two 

9529884020 TO:Minnesot~ Sen~te 

.firom where I stand, Alke consistently displays her courage when tackling the important and 
diffici\lt educational agenda in her role as a membei of the House of Representative ovet the 
last 10+ years. 

Loyalty from those with whom you woik is priceless. Alke ga.rners l:he loyally of those with 
whom she has worked by di~playi.ng an interest in and caring for each individual through her 
words "nd actions . .In essence, people fuml)· bt·li~ve that she is devoted to the good of all, and 
does everything in her power to help each succeed, both as individuals and collectively, Her 
high performance as a leader is also charad~rized by e~ceptional deter.m.inatio11 .in the pursuit 
(Jf goals and ubjeetives-she disUkes easing up lmli1 she succ~eds. Alice hns constantly 
found herself in the zone of distinction due to the fact that she insists on excellence, and in so 
doing.. receivus it from those around her. 

Personally, Alice is dependable, enthllsia.stic, ambitious, gregarious1 tolerant, and sensitive to 
the point that those associated with her twn to her freely for guidance. She is very capable of 
sel£-ev.a!ualion and has the S(:.'Cluity to be very open to suggestions. All with whom she comes 
in contact recognize he.r cl\adsma and leadership abilities. In addition, I have found her to be 
J.n drtkulate presen~er of informntion. 

In d~')Sing, I would add that Ali~ lives by the highest standards of honc.~ty and integrity. It is 
one thing to talk about honesty and h1tegrity, and it is quite another to live your life that way. 
She Lll'l.derstai.1ds tl'k1t without integrity., you do not have trust; without b:ust, you have 
nothing. Accordillgly, those .around her develop a sense of pride and acc:omplislunent that 
su.tface8 &om striving for n.nd achieving high 1eveJs of performance. Most si:nce~ly, I believe 
p~uple want to be a part of her winning team.. 

.Alire is, without question, well prepared and positioned to a.&Jsu..me the position of 
Com.missioner of Education in the State of Minnesota. In fact, Tbelieve she will leav~ a legacy 
marked by n successful b;mure wunatched by predecessors over the last fifty years. On that 
basis1 I would strongly recommend her for the position, 

M.':J?Ar~ llf l{~~4 ____.............._ 
MkhaeJ L. Kreme.r, Ph.D. 
Snperintcndent 

MLK/rsm 

c: Alice Seagn~n 
District 270 Board of Education 

( 
I 
I 
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5 7 0 1 N.O RM AND ALE R 0 AD 

EDINA, MINNESOrA 55424 

952/848-3900 

FAX 9521848·3901 

Honorable Senator Steve Kelly 
15 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-1606 

Dear Senator Kelly: 

It is my great pleasure as an individual to write this letter of 
recommendation for Alice Seagren to become Commissioner of Education 
for the State o~Minnesota. The appointment of Alice Seagren by 
Governor Pawlenty for this position, in my opinion, was a tremendous 
boost to increasing the credibility and professionalism of the Minnesota 
Department of Education. I make this recommendation based on my 
personal and professional experiences with Alice Seagren, and this 
recommendation is not politically motivated in any way nor does it have 
any connection to any educational organization or lobbying group. 

I first met Alice Seagren when she was a state representative for 
Bloomington and was impressed at that time with her knowledge of 
educational issues and empathy for the needs of students. Subsequently, 
she represented a portion of Edina and I developed even closer contact 
with her as we djscussed and supported educational issues for the state and 
for our community. I have always found her to be a great listener, 
extremely professional, and intellectually engaged in the decisions that 
will impact students and families every day. She understands the 
educational, social, and psychological issues that con.front students and 
families and seeks to find the best programs and legislation that will meet 

· some of these needs. She is highly respected in our community because 
she cares and listens. 

I especially appreciate her warm and welcoming attitude toward people. 
She understands that in order to get major change and to improve the 
condition of our ·schools she needs to seek the advice of many individuals. 
Since she was appointed, she has opened wide the doors at the Department 
of Education to seek input and advice from a variety of constituents. She 
truly cares what we think and is willing to accept our opinions but also to 
challenge us with her perceptions and insight. Sitting down to a 
conversation with her is intellectually stimulating~ always respectful, and 
solution seeking. I may have agreed or disagreed on the issues over the 
years but the conversations fully explored the rationale for the direction or 
decisions and were always extremely professional. That is a rare 
commodity that serves the State of Minnesota well. 

we CARE 'Y WE DARE v WE SHARE. 

an equal opportunity employer 
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Alice Seagren understands the need to continue to improve the. quality of 
education in the State of Minnesota. She has fought hard over the years 
for the needs of students, and is willing to stand tall to push forth some 
initiative that she feels will make our educational system more responsive, 
·effective, and accountable. She does not shy away from controversial 
issues but rather seeks to understand both sides of the issue and work 
toward a compromise that will move a positive educational agenda 
forward. 

Alice Seagren is an excellent leader. She has welcomed, into the 
Department of Education, outstanding professionals who are not only 
highly respected by people in the profession of education but also by the 
general public. These individuals have been given the freedom to explore 
issues, seek solutions, and implement ideas that will benefit education in 
Minnesota. She has nurtured an atmosphere of partnership and progress at 
the Department of Education, and as a citizen of Minnesota I am thankful. 

In conclusion, I have high respect for Alice Seagren, and am confident that 
she will be an excellent Commissioner of Education for Minnesota. Her 
welcoming personal style, strong commitment to students, and willingness 
to seek solutions collaboratively to make education stronger in Minnesota 
will move education forward in a positive and productive way. If you so 
desire, I would be willing to personally attest to my recommendation at 
the confirmation hearings. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth Dragseth, Ph.D 
Superintendent 
Edina Public Schools 

P.1213 

TOTAL P.03 
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"' Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association 

1667 Snelling Avenue North, Suite ClOl - St. Paul, MN 55108-2131 
e-mail: mespa@mespa.net 

Phone: ( 651) 999-7310 
FAX: (651) 999-731 t 

p.2 

Web site: www.mespa.net Greater Minnesota: 1-800-642-6807 

Susan Abrahamson, Presidenr 

January 6, 2005 

Senator Steven Kelly 
Room 205, Capitol 
75 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelly, 

P. Fred Storti, Executive Director 

The purpose of this letter is to support the confirmation of Alice Seagren as 
Commissioner of Education. 

Commissioner Seagren understands both finance and polfoy and knows how the 
legislature works. Her prior experience as a school board member, legislator and chair of 
the House Education Committee give her valuable incites in our critically important P-16 
educational enterprise. 

During the past three years as executive director of MES PA, I have had the opportunity 
to work with Alice Seagren on a number of education issues and have found her to be 
knowledgeable, honest, respectful, and a good listener. 

The Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association supports Alice Seagren's 
confirmation as Commissioner of Education. 

· If I can be of further assistance, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

err~ 
P. Fred Storti 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association 

Serving Elementary andMiddle School Principals 
Affiliated with the National Association of Elementary School Principals 



MINNESOTA 

BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP 

January I 0, 2005 

The Honorable Steve Kelley, Chair 
Minnesota Senate Education Committee 
205 State Capitol Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley and Senator Olson: 

3610 IDS Center 
Minneapolis, MN 554.02 
612-370-0840 
612-334-3086 fax 
www.mnbp.com 

The Honorable Gen Olson, Ranking Republican 
Minnesota Senate Education Committee 
119 State Office Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

I am writing on behalf of the Minnesota Business Partnership to encourage you, and your 
respective caucuses, to confirm the appointment of Alice Seagren as Commissioner of the 
Minnesota Department of Education. 

Like you, we have had the opportunity to work with Commissioner-Designate Seagren on a 
wide variety of state K-12 education policy and fiscal issues over the years. It has always 
been clear that her foremost concern in education is doing what is in the best interest of 
students. 

As Minnesota and our schools strive to recognize and adjust to the challenges and 
opportunities presented by demographic, technological and global changes, Commissioner
Designate Seagren's leadership for doing what is in the best interest of students will be 
critical. 

Commissioner-Designate Seagren's background as an involved public school parent, school 
board member and Chair of the House of Representative's Education Finance Committee not 
only demonstrates her knowledge of and commitment to education, but also her expertise in 
working with diverse groups of people to solve what are often very complex issues. 

In short, Commissioner-Designate Alice Seagren' s commitment to students, her extensive 
knowledge of state and national education issues and her ability to effectively work with 
divergent constituencies make her an ideal candidate for commissioner. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We hope you will confirm the appointment 
of Alice Seagren as Commissioner of Education. 

Charlie Weaver 
Executive Director 



[SEN~TEE ] EDU-APl 

1 Senator Kelley from the Committee on Education, to which 
2 were referred the following appointment: 

3 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
4 COMMISSIONER 
5 Alice Seagren 

6 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the 
7 appointment be confirmed. 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

15 

January 11, 2 005 .................. . 
(Date of Committee recommendation) 

16 Senator Johnson, D.E. moved that the foregoing committee 
17 report be laid on the table. The.motion prevailed. 

1 



ALICE M. SEAGREN 
9730 Palmer Circle • Bloomington MN 55437 • 952/835-6721 

CURRENT EDUCATION LEADERSHIP 

United States Department of Education Regional Advisory Committee Member 
Education Commission of the States Commissioner, Minnesota Delegation 
Council of Chief State School Officers, NCLB Task Force Member 

LEGISLATIVE LEADERSHIP 

• Education Finance Committee - Chair (1999-2004) 
• Education Policy Committee 
• Ways & Means Committee 
• Transportation Policy Committee 
• Minnesota Legislative Permanent School Fund Advisory Committee 
• Legislative Commission on Planning and Fiscal Policy 
• National Council of State Legislatures Education Committee (July 1999-December 2002) 

°Chair, Education Committee, NCSL Assembly of State Issues (2002) 
0 Vice-Chair, Education Committee, NCSL, Assembly of State Issues (July 1999-December 2001) 
0 National Council of State Legislatures, Task Force on School Leadership 

PAST LEGISLATIVE DUTIES & EXPERIENCE 

• K-12 Education Finance Division Committee 
• Education Facilities Subcommittee 
• Subcommittee on Teacher Preparation 
• Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs Committee 
• Co-chair Education Reform Task Force 
• Vocational High School Planning Committee 
• Planning and Transition Subcommittee 
• Quality Initiatives Subcommittee 
• Housing Committee 
• School Funding and Property Tax Reform Task Force 
• Joint House/Senate Working Group on Property Tax Reform 
• Republican Task Force on Welfare Reform 
• Government Operations and Gambling Committee 
• General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Ethics Committee 
• Republic Task Force on Student Achievement/Integration 
• Governor's Commission for Early Childhood Intervention 
• Judiciary Committee 
• Judiciary Civil Law Subcommittee 
• Advisory Task Force on Female Offenders in Corrections 
• Judicial and Legislative Branches Liaison Working Group 

LEGISLATIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• Legislation establishing Residential Academies for at- risk children 
• Legislation establishing educational services for children from birth to 3 years of age 
• Charter School legislation to advance educational choices for parents 
• "Safe Haven for Newborns Acf' 
• Legislation to fund battered women's shelter in B_ioomington 
• Bonding money for Science and Education wings at Normandale Community College, Bloomington 
• Legislation establishing teacher "pay for performance" pilot program 
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AWARDS 

• ARC Minnesota, "Legislator of the Year'' 1994 
• Minnesota Career & Technical Administrators, 2000 
• College Board, Education Excellence Awards, August 14, 2001 
• Association of Metropolitan School Districts, "Legislator of the Year'' September 2001 
• Minnesota Deaf Community's "Legislator of the Year'' 2001 
• Association of Metropolitan School Districts' "Friend of Public Education" 2001 
• Region Ill, Association for Career and Technical Education "Award of Merit'' 2000-2001 
• Minnesota Association of Agriculture Education "Bellringer'' Award 2002 
• Minnesota Association of Charter Schools "Friend of Charter Schools" 2002 

PREVIOUS LEADERSHP ROLES 

• Member, Center of the American Experiment Workforce & Human Rights Task Force 
• Director, Bloomington Board of Education 
• Director, Hennepin Technical College/Special Education District 287 
• Board Member, Association of Metropolitan School Districts 
• Delegate, Minnesota School Board Association 
• Chairperson, Special Education Community Advisory Committee 
• Member, Disability Services Advisory Board 
• Task Forces & Advocacy: 

o Graduation Requirements 
o Alternative Scheduling 
o Weighted Grades 
o Facility Use 
o Member, Gifted & Talented Council 
o Member, Bloomington Association for Children & Adults with Learning Disabilities 

CURRENT CIVIC ACTIVITIES 

Member, Normandale Community College Foundation Board 
Member, Wells Fargo Bank Community Board 
Member, Edina Chamber of Commerce 
Member, Bloomington Baptist Church 
Member, Urban Hope Board 
Director, Fraser Community Services 

PAST COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 

Director, Bloomington Chamber of Commerce, 1991-1992 
Leadership Bloomington Graduate, 1989 
Leadership Bloomington Program Committee 
Member, House Nezerka & Froelich CPA Advisory Board 
Member, BCAV (Bloomington Coalition Against Violence) 

PERSONAL HISTORY 

Birth date: July 6, 1947 
Bachelor of Science Degree, Southeast Missouri State University - Business/Marketing 
Married to Fred Seagren; children: Christina and Greg; grandchildren: Jordan Abigail & Caleb 



Independent School District No. 624 

THEODORE S. BLAESING 

Superintendent of Schools 

December 28, 2004 

Senator Steve Kelley 
Education Policy Committee 
205 Capitol Building 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley and Members of the Education Policy Committee: 

4855 Bloom Avenue 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110-2731 

(651) 407-7562 • Fax (651) 407-7566 

It is an honor to write this letter supporting the confirmation of Alice Seagren to the position of 
Commissioner of Education. Alice Seagren is a person who understands the complexity of 
education and in particular the complexity of education within the State of Minnesota. Her 
experience as a school board member and as a leader in the Minnesota House of Representatives 
gives her a unique perspective and understanding of schools and school districts. 

Nothing is more complex than our funding formula for our schools and she understands 
Minnesota School Finance. Nothing is more daunting than the task of attempting to understand 
and implement the federal government's mandates within the No Child Left Behind Act but she 
understands not just the intent, but the nuances buried within the Act. Nothing is more 
rewarding than seeing a young person blossom and grow from education and Alice Seagren not 
only understands this, but has a deep appreciation for the impact of quality public schools on a 
young person's life. 

In my 1 7 years as a Superintendent I have never witnessed a Commissioner reach out to those of 
us in the field with the determination and passion that Commissioner Seagren has within these 
past few months. As President-Elect of the Minnesota Association of School Administrators 
(MASA), I've had the opportunity to observe Commissioner Seagren at numerous meetings with 
members of the Minnesota Association of School Administrators. She is genuinely listening and 
engaging the superintendents of our state in meaningful conversation about how to implement 
NCLB, how to create and encourage innovation, in short how to create a better learning 
experience for each young person. 

It would be an honor for this veteran superintendent to work with Alice Seagren as our 
Commissioner of Education. 

Theodore S. Blaesing, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

The White Bear Lake Area School District leading ... 
minds to learning, 

hearts to compassion, 
lives to community service. 
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Minnesota Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 
l...indn Disw.d. Prcsidem 
lsdistadiU::stkate.edu 651.690.6798 

January 6, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
205 Capitol 
75 Martin Luther King Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

Laurn Von Holtum, Executive Assistant· 
bur:ivh@sornlel.net 715.497.6754 

The Minnesota Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (MACTE) would like to express 
support for the confim1ation of Alice Seagren as Minnesota's Commissioner of Education. 

Over the last few months, representatives from MACTE have had numerous opportunities to 
interact with Commissioner Seagren and we have found her to be open to dialogue and 
knowledgeable about the issues. With Alice Seagren's leadership, MACTE is hopeful that we 
can collaborate with the Department of Education to address :rv!innesota's greatest educational 
issues-naJT,e1y, the chaJ!enge ofreta~ning and supporting outstanding teachers for high need 
areas and closing the educational achi'evement gap between Minnesota's white and minority 
students. 

A speedy confirmation of Alice Seagren as Education Commissioner would allow all of us to 
proceed \Vith the important work that lies ahead. 

Sincerelv. 

M-~ 
Linda Distad, EdD. 
President 

MEMBERS: Augsburg College Bemidji State University · Bethel College Bethany Lutheran College Carleton College College of St BenedicVSL John's University 
College of St. Catherine College of St Scholastica Concordia College Concordia University Crown College ·' Gustavus Adolphus College Hamline University 
Macalesler College Martin Luther College Metropolitan State University Minnesota Stale University, Mankato Minnesota State University Moorhead North Central 
University Northwestern College Southwest Stale University SL Cloud State University St. Mary's University of MN St. Olaf College .. University of Minnesota-Duluth 
University of rAinnesota-Morris University of Minnesota-Twin Cities University of St. Thomas Winona Slate University 



Independent School District 11 

Educational Service Center 
11299 Hanson Boulevard NW 

Coon Rapids, Minnesota 55433 
(763) 506-1000 

(763) 506-1003 FAX 
(763) 506-1180 TTY 

Dr. Roger Giroux, Superintendent 

January 5, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

I thank you for your leadership on behalf of Minnesota's public schools and our school children. I thank you, 
as well, for your articulation of the important issues faced by education. 

It isn't often that I personally enter into a letter of support for a policy issue that clearly is within the domain 
of state government. I respect and support the work of our legislators, especially those who serve on the edu
cation committees. Nevertheless, this is a challenging time for our public schools and I believe that time itself 
is an issue. 

The Governor has nominated Alice Seagren to the position of Commissioner of Education and I am writing to 
express my personal support for a timely confirmation of Commissioner Seagren. I believe the Commissioner 
brings important skills and experiences to the role when those skills are most needed. She has worked with 
local districts, school boards and parents. She has extraordinary legislative experience that facilitates resolu
tion of issues. 

I haven't agreed with all the positions of the administration for our schools and children. I suspect that I'll 
take exception to many positions in the future. Nevertheless, l believe that Commissioner Seagren is a listener 
with the necessary competencies to assist in the building of consensus. 

The issues are great and time is limited. I've been an educator in Minnesota for thirty-four years and we are at 
a critical point in the development of our public schools. I submit this letter as a point of personal testimony 
and not school board policy. It is written in support of Commissioner Seagren, in support of you Senator 
Kelly and in support of the House and Senate members from both parties working in the best interests of the 
students in the State of Minnesota. I urge confirmation and a timely move to the program and finance issues 
that must be addressed in this session. 

Sincerely yours, 

tf tr 11· 4 .. :/ 
Roger M. Giroux 
Superintendent 

RMG:pjg 
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PACER C:EN"l"ER 

January 10, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
Chair 
Education Committee 
205 State Capitol 

Parent Advocacy Coalition for Educational Rights 
8161 Normandale Boulevard • Minneapolis, MN 55437-1044 
(952) 838-9000 Voice • (952.) 838-0190 TIY e (800) 53-PACER Toll-free 
Web site: www.pacer.org • Fax: (952) 838-0199 • E-mail: pacer@pacer_arg 

An fnformaUan and training center for fam;/ies of children and youth with disabilities 

75 Rev_ Dr_ Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN_ 55155-1606 

Dear Chairman Kelley, 
RE: Confirmation of Alice Seagren 

As you know, PACER Center js a statewide parent training and information center.PACER 
provides a variety of services to families who have children with all disabi1ities who receive 
specia1 education. These services include individual assistance, workshops, publications, 
disability awareness presentatipns, training on the use of assistive technology, and technical 
assistance to schools and other organizations. Over 53 ,000 families and education professionals 
use PACER's services annually, while over 95,000 receive our publications and over 900,000 
visit our web sites_ 

On beha1f of PACER Cemer, we are pleased to strongly support the confirmation of Alice 
Seagren as the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. For many years, we 
have worked with Commissioner Seagren on several policy issues affe~ting children with 
disabilities. 

Commissioner Seagren has always shown a great deal of respect for families who have children 
and young adults with disabilities and the organizations that assist them. She has been willing to 
listen to our suggestions to improve outcomes as well as our concerns. She has consistently been 
fou, approachable and honest in our efforts to pass or change public policies. At the same time, 
she has encouraged us to work in collaboration with other education stakeholders to ensure that a 
balanced approach to problem solving was used. 

Commissioner_ Seagren possesses the essential characteristics to be successful in this position_ 
She has a genuine concern about children and their long-term success; she is inclusive to 
organizations representing various perspectives; she understands how local school districts 
operate and the challenges they face; she possesses excellent human relations skills; she 
appreciates the efforts of teachers and other educators; she understands the importance of fam]ly 
mvo1vement; she works in a bipartisan manner~ and she believes in accountability to children, 
families, taxpayers and policy makers. All of these qualities are important for an Education 
Comm1ssioner to provide the leadership needed by individual school districts, families and the 
department in addressing the challenges faced by.our education system_ 

Alice Seagren is a person of integrity. We respect her and we positive1y encourage you to 
confirm her. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

(,....----:J ,. l 0 ~ 
~-.·-·-.. ~:l... . 

-P~la Goldberg 
Executive Director 

.• .jv·t_~'. ,~,/:_ 
• J" 

Bob Brick 
Public Policy Director 
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January 7, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
321 Capitol Building 
Saint Paul, Mn 55155 

Independent School District 625 

360 Colbome Street 
Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299 

Office Of The Superintendent 
Patricia A. Harvey, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

Telephone: (651) 767-8150 • Fax= (651) 290-8331 • www.spps.org 

Re: Commissioner Alice Seagren 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

I am writing to add my voice to the many I am sure you have heard in recent days 
encouraging you and your colleagues to confirm Alice Seagren as Commissioner of 
Education. In over 35 years of work in public education, I have encountered few public 
officials who care as much about schools and understand them as well as Commissioner 
Seagren does. If I had to capture in a few words the reasons that I believe she is the 
right leader for our state education agency at this point in time, I would offer the 
following: 

Principled: As you know, Commissioner Seagren's involvement in school 
improvement and reform began as a concerned parent, and it remains rooted in 
a commitment to improving the educational experiences of every Minnesota 
student. That commitment enables her to bring people together across partisan, 
ideological and organizational lines to do what is right for kids. 

Smart: Although Commissioner Seagren is not an educator herself, she has a 
deep understanding of the critical issues facing Minnesota's schools today. 
Whether the issue is school funding, No Child Left Behind or value added 
assessment, she studies and masters the details without losing the big picture. 

Collaborative: During her first months as Commissioner of Education, 
Commissioner Seagren has reached out to members of our diverse educational 
community in Saint Paul, asking for their ideas on the future of public education 
in our city and our state. Although Commissioner Seagren is not afraid to make 
a tough decision that will produce disagreement, her first impulse is to bring 
people together to forge and implement a shared vision. Minnesota schools 
need that type of leadership today. 

Honest: Commissioner Seagren is able to articulate extremely difficult issues in 
ways that do not alienate or offend those who disagree with her. She tells it like 
it is, but does so in ways that do not vilify or mischaracterize opposing individuals 
or opinions. 

Empathetic: Time and again on her visits to Saint Paul schools, Commissioner 
Seagren has demonstrated an extraordinary capacity to understand the 
challenges that many of our students face. At the same time, however, she has 
refused to see those students' backgrounds and current life situations as 
insurmountable obstacles. She knows that with support, those students and their 
schools can achieve great things. 



I have no doubt that, if confirmed, Commissioner Seagren will use these and other 
formidable skills to create state policies, systems and expectations that will reinforce and 
help sustain the progress we are making in the Saint Paul Public Schools. I hope that 
you and your colleagues will give her the opportunity to provide the principled, smart, 
collaborative, honest and empathetic leadership that Minnesota education needs today . 

. If I can provide you with more specific information on any of the many opportunities I 
have had to work with Commissioner Seagren over the past six years, I am eager to do 
so. In the meantime, thank you for this opportunity to support an extraordinary 
Minnesotan. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia A. Harvey 

cc: Governor Tim Pawlenty 
/Commissioner Alice Seagren 



January 5, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelly 
205 Capitol Building 
St. Paul MN 55155 

CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT AND LIFELONG LEARNING 

Senator Kelly & Senate Education Members: 

This is a letter of support from the Minnesota Community Education Association endorsing Alice Seagren as 
Commissioner of Education for the State of Minnesota. The Minnesota Community Education Association is a 
professional organization representing over 1,300 professiop.als, advisory council members, and volunteers who 
work or volunteer in Community Education programs across the state of Minnesota. 

Ms. Seagren has a long history of involvement with education and Community Education programs and services as 
a parent, a school board member, and as a legislator. Her involvement with community educators and our 
association has been very positive. She was recognized by my peers for having a thorough understanding of 
Community Education programming in her role as a school board member and legislator. She also understands and 
has supported tbe role of Community Education in improved student achievement, and how communities are 
improved when residents learn to help themselves by engaging in life lo.ng learning opportunities. 

As is the case with any legislator, we have not always agreed on all issues. Ms. Seagren has always taken time to 
meet, to listen, and fully understand issues before she takes a position. In instances where she has taken an opposing 
position, she did it with respect for and dignity of the person with the opposing point of view. I think this quality 
will serve her well as she tackles the many challenges confronting education in Minnesota today. 

I would like to conclude by saying Ms Seagren's ability to bring people together is an attribute critical to being 
successful in this position. As an example of this skill, I would credit you and Representative Seagren for your 
ability to put partisanship aside and accomplish a difficult task in an environment where working together was not 
the norm. In last year's legislative session, the two of you were the primary reason a very difficult new standards 
package was developed and approved. 

As president, and on behalf of the Mii"'lllesota Community Education Association, I be ii eve Ms. Seagren will bring a 
thoughtful and common sense approach to her leadership in education. As the new Commissioner of Education, she 
will help continue the long tradition of Minnesota as a leader in the nation for providing educational opportunities 
for learners of all ages. 

Sincerely, 
.. ~ .. --·----µ-

Tom Holton, President 
Minnesota Community Education Association 

Copy: Ms. Alice Seagren 

MCEA Executive Office 
13750 Lake Blvd. 

Lindstrom, MN 55045 
Telephone: 651-257-0752 

FAX: 651-213-2094 
www.mn-mcea.org 
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January 3, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelly 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Honorable Kelly and members of the Senate Education Policy Committee: 

I am pleased to write a letter supporting Alice Seagren for the position of 
Commissioner of Education in Minnesota. 

We have experienced a tumultuous few years in the state regarding education 
policy and politics. I believe Alice Seagren has the background of experience and 
the wisdom to build support for public education in Minnesota and to gamer the 
respect and collaboration necessary from school district administrators. 

Alice Seagren has been a thoughtful, responsive and respected legislator for many 
years. While she has not been able to implement all of the legislation she 
proposed, she has shown she does understand the critical issues related to 
providing quality educational services in Minnesota. 

Your committee's endorsement of Alice Seagren would be a welcomed step in 
assisting the state of Minnesota and the school districts to fulfill the promise of a 
quality education for all children. 

Sincerely, 

c2i-Jew_;,,,,d:: µ;w__/ 
Antoinette J olms 
Superintendent, ISD #286 

CC: Alice Seagren 
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HOPKINS 
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January J, 2005 

S<:nutur Steve Kelley 
Chair - K-12 Edncation Committee 
205 St2' le Capitol 
75 Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 
St. Ptiul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Steve, 

Pogt-ite Fax Nots 7671 

To 

Co . 

PhOri~ II ~ho~~#9JZJM..1ct2 J 

L.-Fo_ic_ll....;~=:..i..{ .=.i.=~"""""-~--_._F_6x_n ___ •. .. -·-·---' 

'fhroughout the past 12 years as Superintendent ln thl"' Hopkins School District, l have had the 
sincere privilege of wurking with Alice Seagren in both her position as a member of the House 
of R('prcsentatives, and now as Comrn.issioner. Alice is a very intelligent with a ple;:isa.nt 
personality and 3 h.lghly d~veloped sense of organization and logic. H(:!r ct1pacity for 
bH.krslup is exceptionally strong by virtue of her creativt: thinking and application of the 
prtnciple.s su.rrounding good human relationships. Her ability to recugnize or anticipate a 
problem, evaluate it, and dccideon a correct cour.se of action is in striking contrast to that of 
the :werage kader today. She also recognizes th.at as the designated leader, she will be held 
acrnW1table. for her own actions, as well ai:; those of her subordinates. 

I havt fO\.i.nd Alice to be an excellent student; her perception and knowledge surrounding th1:.· 
Eidd oi education resu]ts in mastership of the situation. In fulfilling her role as a leader in the 
Hou.se of Represent3tives, Alice focused on education i.i;sues and demonstrated an astute 
Jbility to identify st8ff and programs to support; a.n interest in ensuring prompt de1ivery of 
quzdity services to students, tc:achc:rs, and parents; and must importantly, a willingness to 
follow-up on those efforts. Alice continues to be one of the most eifective users of a decision
ma.king process I rder to as, 'collaborative consult;ition' (i.e., she seeks i.nput from all parti~s 
impacted by decision before identifying a gnme plan). This leadership style serves her 
extremely well in h('r ncwe~t role as Commissio.nC:'r uf Education. 

Courage is the intangible l.eadership quality nf which grea.tnl:!ss is made. Alice exhibits her 
Lmique style of courage in many ways, including: 

-J Being able to say, "no;" 
v T aki11g positions on important issues; 
'1 Responding to defeat by trying even harder; 
.. J f-;:icing conflict openly and head-on; 
if Bearing ones' burdens; and. 
.J .A.dapting to change 

AN EQUAL OPPORTLJN1TY.1Aff1RMATIVE ACTION EDUCATOR ANO EMPLOYER 
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From where I stand, Alice consistently displays her courage when tackling t.h.e important and 
difficu1t t:dllcational agenda in her role as a rnember of the House of Represcmtative uver the 
lost 10+ ye~rs. . 

Loyalty from those with whom you work is pricl"'les~. Al.ice garners the loyalty of those with 
whom she has worked by displaying an interest in and caring for each individual through her 
words and actions. In essence, people firmly believe that .she is devoted to the good of all, and 
does everything in her power to help each succeed, both as individuals and collectively. Her 
high performance as a leader Le; ·afao characterized by exc~ptional determination in the pursuit 
C'lf goals and objectives --sh~ dislikes e\lsing ''P u.ntil she succ~eds. Alice has con.c;tantly 
found heri;elf in the zone of distinction dnc to thl' fact that she insists on excellence, .md in :;o 
doi.l-..gJ receives it from those .:iround her. 

Pl'rson.1lly, Alice is dependable, enthusiastic, nmbitious, t,rr~garious, tolerant, and sensitive to 
the point that those associated WLth her tum to her freely for guidance. Sh~ is very capabk of 
self-evalu-'ltion and h;ii:; the security to be very open l'o suggestions. All with whom she comes 
i..11 contuct recognize her charii;ina and leadership abilities. In addition, I have found her to be 
an articulate presenter uf information.. 

fri closing, I would <ldd that Alice lives by the highest standards of honesty and integrity. It i!i 
one thing to talk 3bout ho.nesty <.nd tntegrity, and it is quite tlnothcr to live your life that wJy. 

She understands that without intt>grity, you do not have lrll';t; w.ithout trust, you have 
nothing. Accordingly, those (lrmmd h~r develop a sense of pride and accomplishment that 
surfaces from striving for Jnd achieving high levels of perform"mce. Most sincerely, I be:.·lic"C: 
people want to be a part of her winning team. 

Alice is, without question, well prepared and positioned to assume the position of 
Commis~ioncr of Educ.ation in the State of Minn~sota. In fact, I believe .she will leave a legacy 
n\arke?d by~ successful tenure unmatched by predecessors over the last fifty year5. On that 
basLc;, l would strongly recommend her for the position. 

/°j[f){A . 
Michatl L Kremer, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

MLK/rsm. 

c: /\lice Sl"i:igren 
District 270 Bo;:nd of EducaHon 



Intermediate District 
{Y!ltl!fT iJf £1t1Ctllif!Jf 

Serving 
Member 

School Districts: 

Bloomington 

Brooklyn Center 

Eden Prairie 

Edina 

Hopkins 

Minnetonka 

Orono 

Osseo. 

Richfield 

Robbinsdale 

St Louis Park 

Wayzata 

Westonka 

John lobben, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

District Service Center 

1820 Xenium Lane North 

Plymouth, MN 

55441-3790 

TEL: 763.550.7100 

FAX: 763.550. 7299 

e-mail: jelobben@int287.k12. 

mn.us 

v-./Vwv. int287 .k12.mn.us 

The d1stnct is an eqt1<1l oppoituni;y 
ec:lucotor (l(ld empk;y.::r 

January 6, 2005 

The Honorable Steve Kelley 
Minnesota Senate 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Reference: Confirmation of Alice Seagren 

Dear Senator Kelley & Senate Education Committee Members: 

It is my sincere pleasure to recommend that Alice Seagren be confirmed as 
the Commissioner of Education. I've known and worked closely with 
Alice for several years. While a member of the Bloomington School 
Board, Alice served as their representative on our Intermediate District 
School Board. She always demonstrated tremendous commitment to 
public education, especially for students with unique needs and talents. 

Once elected to the legislature, the three Intermediates continued to work 
closely with Alice. She was always willing to listen, openly explore 
alternative ideas and advocate for populations that were often ignored. Her 
interpersonal skills are well known as is her ability to willingly address 
often complex and innovative topics. I know that peers throughout the 
state regard her very highly and feel that she is always fair, open and yet 
also decisive. 

Minnesota public education needs Alice Seagren. She is trusted and 
respected. The field believes in her and is willing to work with her as 
necessary reforms and innovations are pursued. We need a person such as 
her at this critical time to provide the necessary focus and constructive 
approach that is required to address the important issues facing Minnesota 
public education. 

Sincerely, 

(signed) 

John Lobben, Ph.D. 

JL:sa 
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Senator Steve Kelley 
Room 205, State Capitoi . 
75 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

Jan. 06 2005 04:17PM P2 

S E E 
Sr:ho00 ior fquil,v ill £ducwon 

January 6, 2005 

On behalf of Schools for Equity in Education, I am both pleased and honored to provide this letter 
of support for Commissioner-designee.Alice Seagren as the Senate Education Committee 
considers her appointment as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. 

Alice Seagren has a comprehensive set of experiences that qoalifies her to be an outstanding 
Comrnjssioner of Education. In each of her S·lX terms in the Minnesota Legislature) she serve-0 on 
the House Education ~inance and Education Committees. I believe the hallmark of her 
legislative se:rvice on these committees was her hard work across a broad range of education . 
issues and her consistent desire to play a positive role in meeting the needs of students throughout 
Minnesota. 

Prior to her legislative experience, she was a member of the Bloomington School Board and a 
parent with schoolchildren in that ·district. Through these experiences, she has developed.a 
tremendous ability to understand education policy from a variety of.perspe{:tiyes and that quality 
befits the person chosen to serve as Minnesota's chief e<lucational officer. 

Our organization worked very closely with Commissioner-designee Seagren for the past six years 
when she served as the Chair of the House Education Finance Committee. In that capacity, she 
exhibited both the willingness and ability to fully understand the issues that were of greatest 
importance to Schools for Equity in Education and how the policies we advocated affected school 
districts throughout Minnesota. In my estimation, it is her view that all of the state's school 
districts, and by extens.ion the students in these districts, should benefit from policies developed at 
the state level and her actions have been consistent with that belief. 

Perhaps most importantly, Commissioner-<lesignee Seagren has exhibited both the desire and 
ability to build a consensus in developing solutions to a number of complex education issues 
throughout her career as both a school board member and legislator. She is both open-minded· 
and pragmatic in her approach to decision-making. These qualities and abilities should .prove 
extremely valuable in an environment that has unfortunate.Ly, in some instances~ become 
increasingly contentious. 

I believe that Alice Seagren would serve with distinction as Minnesota's next Commissioner of 
Education and llrf,re the Senate Education Committee and the full Senate to confirm her 
appointment. 

f;J~ 
B~ Lun ell 
Executive irector, Schools for Equity in Education 

1884 Como Avenue • St . .Paul, MN 55108 -
(651) 647-6251 • 1-BOD-666~6837 -:.·Fax.: (657) 647-0632 - e-m,ai!: ~eemn@aot.com • www.school.sforequlty.org 
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MINNESOTA SCHOOL H BOARDS ASSOCIATION 

II .,,. 

December 30, 2004 

Members of the Minnesota Senate: 

The Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA), whose membership 
includes al1 Minnesota public school board members and s·uperintendents 
of schools, requests your support for the confirmation· of Alice Seagren as 
Minnesota's Commissioner of Education. 

Commissioner Dcsignec Seagren llas served on a schooJ board, provided 
educat1on finance leadership to the House of Representatives as the 
Chairperson of the Education Finance Committee, and is recognfaed 
across the state as a spokesperson for excellent education opportunities for 
all chil drcn. · 

One of many talents Commissioner Designee Seagren processes is the 
ability to work with all parties in finding necessary solutions. My 
experience with her over the years has proven to me that she is fair
minded, committed to a 8lrong public education system, and willing to 
represent all children (including the gifted and talented, regular students, 
and special education students) with equal forvor. I believe she will be a 
strong voice for education within the Pawlenty Administration. 

The Minnesota School Boards Association is confident that Alice Seagren 
will be a very capable Commissioner of Education. Therefore, we ask that 
you support the confirmation of Commissioner Dcsignee Sea&rren. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Meeks 
Executive Director 
Minnesota School Boards Association 
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January 5, 2005 

Dear Senate Education Committee: 

The Minnesota Association for Career and Technical Administrators (MACTA) 
strongly supports the endorsement of Alice Seagren for Commissioner of 
Education. MACTA represents Career and Technical Education programs in all 
regions of the state. Secondary Career and Technical Education provides both 
academic and workplace skills for over one-half of all students in grades 10-12 
in Minnesota. 

MACT A has worked with Alice Seagren, as chair of the House Education 
Committee, to ensure that Career and Technical Programs are a strong 
component of the secondary education system in Minnesota. Alice Seagren has 
always been a good listener and a fair individual when dealing with MACT A's 
requests for assistance in maintaining and enhancing our programs. 

Alice Seagren has long had a strong respect for, and understanding of, the 
secondary education system in Minnesota. She has supported strong 
comprehensive schools in Minnesota including extra-curricular activities, core 
academics, and Career and Technical Programs. 

Alice Seagren has the respect of the MACT A board and the organization. She 
has been recognized numerous times by our organization for outstanding 
contributions to the field of Career and Technical Education. We are confident 
that Alice will do an excellent job serving as Commissioner of Education and 
we strongly urge the Senate Education Committee to endorse Alice Seagren for 
this important leadership position. 

On Behalf of the MACTA Board, Sincerely, 

Chris Miller 
MACT A President 2004-05 
Oak Land Vocational Center 
315 ih Lane NE, Cambridge, 55008 

".Providing leadership, professional development opportunities & advocacy for 
secondlllJ' & post-secondalJ' career technical education. " 
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December 29, 2004 

Senator Steve Kelley 
205 Capitol 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd 
St Paul, 1vfN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

RE: Letter of Support for Alice Seagren 

As executive director of Minnesota Rural Education Association (MREA) I am writing to 
you to inform you ofMREA's support for Alice Seagren. We believe Ms. Seagren has 
demonstrated her concern for rural issues as a representative and would continue to do so 
as Commissioner of Education. 

Ms. Seagren has been an advocate for telecommunication access, on line learning, new 
pay incentives and rural teacher loan forgiveness. She has been a presence at MREA 
functions, most recently at our fall conference where she presented awards and also spoke 
vvell on education issues. We believe she will provide the leadership required to keep 
Minnesota a leader in education. 

MREA recommends Alice Seagren to be the riext Commissioner of Education without 
reservation. Ifl may be of further assistance please contact me. 

Partners in Education, 

Gerald "Jerry" Ness 
MREA Executive Director 

MINNESOTA RURAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
7UU Cedar Street, Suite 108, Alc:xwdri:i, MN 56308 • 320.762.6571 • fo.x: 320.762.2854 ·Email: officc@mnrea.org_ 
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January 7, 2005 

Governor Tim Pa\vlenty 
Office of the Governor 
130 State Capitel 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Re: Alice Seagren, Commissioner of Education 

Dear Governor Pawlenty: 

THANDI\VE M.C. PEEBLES~ faLD . 
Sup{~riltlerrrle.n t 1-?f Sdu.J()fs 

I came to Minnesota just over 5 months ago to accept the a\vesome challenge 
of mending a struggling district. Establishing a strong \Vorking relationship 
with the State Department of Education is a critical component to my success 
in this task. It is rare to be met with the level of authentic heartfelt support 
that I received from the State Commissioner of Educatfon. 

Alice Seagren has been a consistent source of encouragement in my transition 
into this role. Through her ready offer of resources, time and encouragement, 
my ease of transition has been immeasurably improved. I offer my 
enthusiastic support of Alice Seagren)s reappoin1n1cnt as Commissioner of 
Education. 

foncercly, ~--:---) ~ 
,.,..1.1 -L -~c()v ·' __ __.. ; I , I , / 

..,---- /// // ~ . I . "I/ / /lf../l!V/ µt,/ ' •I / ____ ..... 

l 
.l 

,· Thandiwc Peebles\ Ed.D. 
Superintendent:> Minneapolis Public Schools 
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December 29, 2004 

Senator Steve Kelley 
.Sl:RV!Nt.THF. 

205 Capitol 

Denni~ L Peterwn, Ph.D. 

S11pt"rintc:"ndc:nt of Schools 

Minneto11k;1 Pul:ilk Schools 

5621 County Roa<l lUl 

Minnetonka. MN 55345 

(952) 41.11 ·5004 

(952) 401-50!3 Cu 
dcnni.,_pctcrwn@minnctonh.kl2.mn .\l.i 

COMMUNmrsor~ SL Paul, 1V1N 55155 

MtNNf;J i.JNK~ 

LD!!N P~!Rlll 

\VtHJJllA'.\!JJ 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

It is my understanding that your committee will soon be taking up the confirmation of Alice 
Seagren as Commissioner. This will be a very important issue for you and your committee, 
and I want to emphasize that leaders in the school districts throughout the state are deeply 
committed to your decision. As the Superintendent of one of the nation 1s premier school 
districts, I want to cornmun1cale my 1nleresl 1n her appoinlmenl and my commilmenl to you 
that we will support Ms. Seagren fully if she receives coniim1ation. 

I do want 10 advocate for Ms. Seagren because l believe in what she stands for and what she 
can accomplish 1n a very cha1leng1ng position. T have had several opportunities to work 
closely with her in her legislative capacity and as the Commissioner-designate, and her clear 
focus on the importance of education to our children and our state is impressive. She sees 
leadership as leading and not directing. She would be able to rally other leaders to 
accomplish important goals because of her vision, caring and communication skills. 

During my thirty-six years as a superintendent 1n Minnesota and other states, r have worked 
with several conunissioncrs or state superintendents and have observed qualities that made 
them successful and, sometimes, less than successful. Ms. Seagren clearly has the potential 
lo be an outstanding Commissioner for our state and help pull all of us together to 
accomplish important work. Her ahility to relate to individuals of varyjng political 
persuasions has been 1mpress1 ve, because it is .so rare anymore. Thal cornplelllenls your 
own skills, and we could really become a very special slate again with such leadership. 

1 strongly urge your committee to quickly recommend the confirmation and support that 
recommendation through the process. We need the clarity such actions will provide. Alice 
needs the full support of leaders in and outside of slate government, and quick confirmation 
begins process. Thank you. 

Si ccrcl your~s,/l 
~ ~;t----

~~7'L"""-'4A • 

Dennis L. Peterson Ph.D. 
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<:;ory S. Prest, Ed.O. 
perintendent of Schoots 

v52.68 l .6402 

___ ...... _· ....... 
Educational Services Center 

1350 West 106th Street 
Bloomington, MN 554.31-'4126 

Public Schools Fax 952.681.6406 
gprest@bloomington.k12.mn.us w-ww.bloomington.k 12.mn. us 

Senator Steve Kelly 
Minnesota Stalt: Senate 
Room 205 Capitol Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

December 29, 2004 

Dear Senator Ke1ly: 

I am very p1eased to enthusiastically endorse Alice Seagren as Commissioner of:Education for the Stite of 
Minnesora. I have know11 Rep. Seagren for many years. I have come to apprcc-iatc her experience and 
many personal qualities which make her the ideal educ'1tional leader for our great State. 

First and foremost, Alice Seagren cares deeply about children. A.5 a parent and grandparent, she 1mows fast 
hand the importance of a nurturing, supportive environment necessary for the:: good growth and 
dc:vdopment of a child. Through our ma.ny discussions, I am convinced that she thi.o.ks of each child in this 
State as someone's child or grandchild. Thus~ she views e;ich child as special and deserving of !he best that 
we can provide. She also understands the critical parmership that is ncct:ssary between parents and 
educators for success in raising children to be caring, responsible citizens. 

St::cond, she dedicated a large part of her life in service to the public good. As a school board member of 
the Bloomington Pu'plic Schools, she sought to create the best educational environments for students from 
all over the dry. As representative and Chair of the Minnesota Stare House K-12 Finance Committee she 
worked tirelessly to support the best educational environments possible for students from all over the State. 
She is an educational leader in both cha.llengi.ng and less challenging periods for public educarion. 
Regardless of the circumstance 1 conditions, possibilities or problc!ms, she always pursues understanding, 
reaches out to ensure those involved arc heard, smdies what is relevant, and moves forward with common 
sense. 

Third, Alice Seagren already plays a significant leadershlp role in public education in Minnesota. As an 
ardent supporter of public education, she consistently reaches out in true Minnt:sotm bi-partisan fashion to 
reach solutions for the bcttc.."111lcnt of schools and that allowed educators do the jobs that they are hired to 
do. For exampk, we appreciated the timely work that you, Senator Kelly, and she accomplished during the 
last session regarding the social study st:i.ndards. At a ti.me \\then few were finding cornmon ground, you 
and she transcended political ideologies to get an important job done well. 

fourth, she has earned the respect of the entire educational commui1ity because of her fair leadershjp, 
willingness lo lea~ and always respectful demeanor. In my many discussions with colleagues from across 
the State of Miru1esota, consistently they state how pleased citizens and educators are that Alice Seagren 
wa.s Governor Pawlcnty's choice for Conmlissioner of Education. While there may be disagreement from 
time to time over the best course for public education to take in Minnesota, all would be in agreement that 
Alice Seagren's motivation will always be one that has srudents at its core and the pL1blic good J.S itli basis. 

I would encourage you and your committee to recommend Alice Seagren as Commissioner cf Education, 
Department of Education, of the great State of Minnesota. 

Since:z2; 

C~ S. Prest, Ed.D. 
. ~rintendent of Schools. Bloomington Public Schools 

We help student.s thrive and dreams come alive 

TOTAL P.02 
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MINNESOTA EDUCATIONAL MEDIA ORGANIZATION 

3600 361
h Ave. N., 207 

New Hope, MN 55427 
January 7, 2004 

Serving school media and 
informatum tech1t0logy professionals 

The Honorable Steve Kelley, The Minnesota State Senate 
205 State Capitol Building 
St. Pc.ul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

On behalf of the Minnesota Educational Media Organization (MEMO), a professional 
organization made up of 500 library media and technology leaders, I would like to 
express support the confim1ation of Commission Alice Seagren. 

Commission Seagren has a record of workjng with educators lo 1mprove learning for a11 
Minnesota students. She Luiderstands the issues and concerns of the entire educational 
commumty including students, slaff, parents, and the larger commw1ity. She is a good 
listener and has a reputation as a straightforward negotiator. 

Minnesota schools need strong leadership to improve student achievement in core 
subjects. We also believe that all learners must become effective users of inforn1ation and 
technology. We look forward to working together with Commissioner Seagren to meet 
these goa1s. 

Thank you for your considenHion. 

Jane Prestebak, President 
MEMO 
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Senator Steve Kelley 
321 Capitol Building 
Saint Paul, :rvfN" 55155 
January 10, 2005 

Dear Senator Kelley, 

wooosrn SCHOOL P.02 

The Mffinesota Council for Exceptional Children (M:NCEC) is an organization 
representing approximately 800 members whose mission is to improve the practices and 
resources of persons working on behalf of individuals with exceptionalities in the State of 
Mffinesota For more than a decade, IvfNCEC has been a leader in providing professional 
development opportunities aimed at improving opportunities for individuals vvith 
exceptionalities. 

Our organization recognizes Alice Seagren as a long-time friend and supporter of special 
education. Several of our members have had positive interactions with Ms. Seagren in the 
pa.st, and MNCEC looks forward to continuing to work with Commissioner Seagren in 
advancing educational opportunities for Minnesota's children and youth vvith disabilities. 

MNCEC has, for the first time in its history, formally identified legislative issues that we 
believe must be addressed if Minnesota is to continue to be a leader in educating children 
and youth with disabilities. Enclosed is a copy of the MNCEC legislative platform. We 
encourage your active support of these vital issues. 

Sincerely, 

Enc. 



The Minnesota Council , 

for Exceptional ChlldrE!rl's 

Mission: 

To improve practices and resources 
for persons working on behalf of 

individuals with exceptionaJity'in the 
state of .Minnesota. 

The Minnesota Council 
for Exceptional Children's 

Goals for 2004 - 2005: 

To promote and utilize systems f9r 
timely communjcation wjth ·our . 

membership. 

To promote quality professional . 
development opportunities . 
includjng a quality conference. 

To supp.art the professional 
development of pre-service 
teachers. 

To increase our involvement in 
political issues impacting our 
membership and the individuals 
they serve. 

CAN Committee Chair: 

Bryce Fornes-Bates 
Spcdal Education Teacher 
Humboldt Senior High School 
30 Ease Baker Street 
St. Paut MN, 55107 
Phone: 651.293.8600 
fax: 651.293.8605 

CAN Committee Members: 

Kathy Arnoldi 
Lfad Resource, K-12 Deaf/ 
Hard of Hearing Programs 
Saint P~ul Public Schools 

Drad Benson 
Special Education Teacher 
Stillwater Area High School 

Krista Fisher 
Sp~ci~l Bc.lucation Teacher 
Mound Wesronka High School 

Marilyn Hukriede 
Student CEC Advisor 
'MNCEC Board o( Directors 

Gary Lewis, Ed.D. 
Director of St\.1dent Services 
Northfield Public Schools 

Daryl Miller 
Special Education Director 
Robl>insdalc Area Schools 

Nancy Recibe 
Special Edurntion Coordjnrttor 
Rosemount-A('ple Valley-Eagan Schools 

Mary EUen Wade 
Special Education Teacher 
Jedlicka Middle Schoo4 Proctor Schools 
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Minnesota Council for 

Exceptional Children 
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Minnesota Association of 
Secondary School Principals 

1667 Snelling Avenue North. Suite C-100 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55108-213 I 

Telephone: 651-999-7333 • Toll Free MN: 800-430-6716 • Fax Number: 651-999-7331 
On the Web: http://www.massp.org 

Robert J. Schmidt Executive Director 
Roger J. Aronson. Attorney 
Nan }\. Mizuhata, Director of Professional Del'elopment 

January 3, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
Minnesota Senate 
Room 205 Capitol Building 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

Scott D. Douglas. President 
Scott M. Hannon. President-Elect 
Douglas D. Standke, Secretary 
Mary Pat Cumming. Coordinator 
Randall J. Pillar, Past Prcsidcn i 

The purpose of this letter is to support the confirmation of Alice Seagren as Commissioner of 
Education. 

I have known Ms. Seagren for approximately twenty (20) years. She was a member of the 
school board while I was serving as a high school principal in Bloomington. During that period 
of time, I observed Alice Seagren as a champion for all students - the gifted; those with special 
learning needs; and the "average" student. 

Alice asked tough questions about educational practice and was always well prepared in 
discussing budget, policy and procedures. She was tenacious in her pursuance of educational 
excellence. Her commitment and leadership earned the respect of both school employees and the 
general community. 

When Alice Seagren was elected to the House of Representatives, she displayed the same 
qualities of diligence, commitment and sense of "fairness" on complex legislative issues. 
Consequently, peers recognized her skills and placed her in leadership positions. 

Alice speaks with a soft voice, using communication skills, which are inclusive, clear and direct. 
Her "people skills", problem solving abilities and her commitment to excellence are admirable 
qualities of a leader. 

Alice Seagren will provide great leadership as the Minnesota Commissioner of Education. 

Sincerely, 

¢f~/~ 
Robert J. Schmidt 
Executive Director 

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SECONDARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 



Board of Education: 
Diane Lund, Chair 
Matthew Prigge, Vice Chair 
Frank McAnulty, Clerk 
Duane Quam, Treasurer 
Paul Daley, Director 

hil Fuchs, Director 
David Sanneman, Director 

Superintendent!Business Office 
Dr. Wendy S. Shannon, Superintendent 
501 10th Avenue NE 
Byron, MN 55920 
507-775-2383 507-775-2385 Fax 
Website: http://bears.byron.k12.mn.us 

December 28, 2004 

Senator Steve Kelley 

Byron Independent School District 
No. 531 

"Maximizing Learning Opportunities /Qr AW' 

Chair, Minnesota Senate Education Policy Committee 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley and Memb'ers of the Senate Education Policy Committee: 

Byron Elementary School (K-4) 
David Hedin, Principal 

501 10th Avenue NE 
507-775-6620 507-775-7225 Fax 

Byron Middle School (5-7) 
Shelley Balkan, Principal 

630 151 Avenue NW 
507-775-2189 507-775-2825 Fax 

Byron High School (8-12) 
Michael Duffy, Principal 

60 I 4th Street NW 
507-775-2301 507-775-2303 Fax 

It is my pleasure to write this letter in support of the confirmation of Alice Seagren as 
Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. 

Throughout her years in our state legislature, Commissioner Seagren was a strong advocate for 
public education and its role in the lives of Minnesota's children. The education community has 
appreciated her commitment to excellence in teaching and learning in our public schools, and her 
willingness to work with educators to develop sound and practical policy to support student 
achievement. 

Commissioner Seagren understands the intricacy of school leadership, and has developed a 
reputation of listening well and connecting with school administrators. She is very knowledgeable 
about the issues currently of greatest concern to Minnesota's educators, and consistently invites 
our perspective. She is a skilled negotiator and consensus-builder. The respect she shows for our 
state's educators supports a level of collaboration that can seive to unite educators and 
policymakers around a common agenda of educational excellence for Minnesota's children. As an 
officer of the Minnesota Association of School Administrators, I have been pleased to hear 
Commissioner Seagren express her positive regard for Minnesota's education associations. Our 
associations' constructive working relationship with the Commissioner and the Department of 
Education will enhance all of our abilities to assure student success. 

Schools are organizations of people--children, their families, teachers, other staff, administrators, 
and the wider community. Commissioner Seagren's empathy and authenticity are attributes 
indicative of her own excellence as a leader, and of her ability to meaningfully serve the people of 
Minnesota in a system thatimpacts each of our lives. 

These are challenging times for school administrators, calling for leadership to create a culture that 
joins together to identify optimistic and realistic approaches to address our obstacles, and to 
celebrate our many successes. Commissioner Seagren cares about all kids, understands the 
education issues impacting them, and honors their accomplishments. Therefore, it is my honor to 
support her confirmation as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. 

Sincerely, (/ 

tJ '"' cf; c:::Jr. ~ /)'\-n Ch 

Wendy S~annon, Ph.D. 
Superintendent, Byron Schools 
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Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association 

1667 Snelling Avenue North, Suite ClOl - St. Paul, .MN 55108-2131 
e-mail: mespa@mespa.net 

Phone: (651) 999-7310 
FAX: (651) 999-7311 

p.2 

Web site: wv11w.mespa.net · Greater Minnesota: 1-800-642-6807 

Susan Abrahamson, President 

January 6, 2005 

Senator Steven Kelly 
Room 205, Capitol 
75 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr_ Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelly, 

P. Fred Storti, Executive Director 

The purpose of this letter is to support the confirmation of Alice Seagren as 
Commissioner of Education_ 

Commissioner Seagren understands both finance and policy and knows how the 
legislature works. Her prior experience as a school board member, legislator and chair of 
the House Education Committee give her valuable incites in our critically important P-16 
educational enterprise. 

During the past three years as executive director of MESPA, I have had the opportunity 
to work with Alice Seagren on a number of education issues and have found her to be 
knowledgeable, honest, respectful, and a good listener. 

The Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association supports Alice Seagren's 
confirmation as Commissioner of Education. 

If I can be of further assistance, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Siricerely, 

P. Fred Storti 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association 

Serving Elementary and Middle School Principals 
Affiliated with the National Association of Elementary School Principals 



independent school district #761 

January 6, 2005 

Honorable Senator Steve Kelley 
Chair, Senate Education Committee 
205 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley, 

Tom Tapper, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

It is my understanding that the Senate Education Committee has determined to take 
action related to the appointment of the Commissioner of Education for the Minnesota 
Department of Education. I would like to forward a letter in support of the permanent appointment 
of Alice Seagren to serve in that capacity .. 

I have been fortunate to have made a career as a public school educator. I have valued 
the opportunities my chosen prof~ssion has provided me because I can think of no other 
profession that is more important in shaping the future of our nation and society than working in 
our public schools. And so it is within this framework of understanding that I submit this letter of 
support for Alice Seagren. 

I have had the opportunity to observe Commissioner Seagren while she served in the 
House of Representatives, and consider myself fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with 
her directly over the past six (6) years. It is because of my work with then Representative 
Seagren, that I feel qualified to speak on her behalf. I have found her to be a person of integrity, 
a good listener, a caring person, and an effective communicator. Alice Seagren is a person who 
has shown a deep-seated and genuine concern for children and truly cares about creating a 
future for each and every child. She is approachable and open; readily accessible to the public. 
She is also a person of conviction who has a vision for a future society that is 'better than' the one 
we live in today and recognizes that a strong public school system is one of the essential tools 
needed to get there. 

These attributes, I believe, will serve her well as the Commissioner of Education. The 
Department, and the entire public school system, will have an opportunity to work together at a 
level not recently seen, because of the leadership Alice Seagren will provide as Commissioner. 
While everyone has them, I can think of no flaw in Alice Seagren's qualities and qualifications 
other than her tireless commitment to children that, if she isn't careful, will lead her to exhaust 
both her energies and her passion. The Senate will find no more qualified candidate than Alice 
Seagren. I sincerely hope she receives approval and look forward to the opportunity to work with 
her i ture. 

~- Commissioner Alice Seagren 

West Bridge Street· Owatonna MN 55060 · 507-444-8601 ·fax: 507-444-8688 
e-mail: ttapper@owatonna.k12.mn.us 
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· . Southwest/West Central 
Service Cooperatives 

January 5, 2005 

SW/WC SERVICE COOP 

· Senator.Steve Kelley 
205 Capitol 
75 Dr. Martin Luther. King Jr. Blvd .. 
St. Paul) Minnesota 55155-1206 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

NO. 408 P. 2 
1420 East ColJe~e Drive 

Marshall, MN 5625 8 
Phone: (507) 537-2240 VITTY 

FAX: (507) 537-7663 . 

This letter is in support of the confirmation of Alice Seagren as the Minnesota 
Commissioner of .Education .. 

After 33 years in public education in Minnesota1 I've had ample opportunity to work with 
the many education commissioners who have served our state. As such, I believe that I · 
can say without reservation that Alice Seagren \YOUld serve the students of this state in· 
the highest tradition. There have been very few commissioners since Howard Casmey 
who have the education communities' respect that Alice holds. There have been even 
fewer c.onnnissioners who he~d'the bi-partisan respect that Alice is given. · 

We need an education commissioner who can help educators and the system do the very 
best possible for the children of this state. I beli~ve Alice Seagren i~ that person and urge 
you and the committee to approve her appointment. 

Lee W ame, Executive Director 
Southwest I West Central Service Cooperatives 
Marshall, Minnesota 

SW /WC Service Cooperatives are an Equal Opportunity. Em~loyer 
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Rochester Public Schools 
Independent School District #535 
615 7th St. SW• Rochester, Minnesota 55902-2052 

Office of the Superintendent• Telephone (507) 285-8551 •·FAX (507) 281-6020 

January 4, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
205 State Capitol 
St . Paul , Ml" 5 5 15 5 

RE: Confirmation of Alice Seagren 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

I heartily endorse the confirmation of Alice Seagren as the next Commissioner of Education for the state 
of Minnesota. As a school administrator, I can attest to the confidence I have in her leadership as well as 
her great knowledge of K-12 education. She is the ideal person for the job in these very challenging 
t,irnes. 

ln previous years, when testifying before her House committees, I was always impressed with not only 
her knowledge of education issues but also her intense interest in listening to our concerns. She cared 
about what was happening in the schools, how proposed legislation would impact us, and honestly sought 
our opinion. My opinion has not changed. In the past months since her appointment, I have had the 
opponunity to confer with her and host her on a visit to Rochester. She deeply cares about the education 
of Minnesota's youth and continually strives for ways to make it better. 

p.2 

Conf1rming Ms. Seagren as Commissioner of Education is the right thing for the Senate to do. She is a 
stabilizing force after two years of unrest, has the respect of educators throughout the state. and will he 
open to vanous ways to accomplish what we need to do in K-12. Her sincerity and integrity are worn 
proudly by her and visible to us all. I can think of no other person who understands the legislative process 
as well as she does and would be so warmly and enthusiastically received as Commissioner. 

As a school administrator, I look to the Commissioner to be an outspoken advocate for public education 
i:i every corner of the state. I am convinced that Alice Seagren will be that person and restore our 
confidence in the Minnesota Department of Education. Without guesLiun, I enthusiastically support her 
confirmation ·and encourage your Committee and the Senate to do so without delay. 

Sincerely, 

Cc: Commissioner Alice Seagren 

Equal Opportunity Employer 



1900 W Jefferson Ave 

St. Peter, Minnesota 

56082-3015 

· , .. :. r&~:.:$e7~g~4~~isso 
. . . . ·M,.,:· S00.32~U45$ 

Fax: 507 .931.1515 

www.mnmsba.org 

OFS::1t:ERS AND DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT 
Joanne McCabe 

Madelia 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 

Jack Williams, Jr. 
Cambridge-Isanti 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Don May 
Hastings 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 1 
Michael Hammes 

Zumbrota-Mazeppa 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 2 

Kent Thiesse 
lake Crystal Wellcome Memorial 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 3 
Mike McCarvel 

Brewster 

"-cTOR DISTRICT 4 

darbara Klaas 
Hopkins 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 5 
..... 'lnnis Halverson 

Centennial 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 6 

• A.I Olson 
South Washington County 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 7 
Jackie Magnuson 

Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 8 
Tom Conlon 

St. Paul 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 9 

Eunice Cross 
Foley 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 10 
Lisa Carlson 
Underwood 

DIRECTOR DISTRICT 11 
Terry Martinson 

Mountain Iron-Buhl 
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Gary Anderson 
Grygla-Gatzke 

~ 1:UTIVE DIRECTOR 

Bob Meeks 
St. Peter 
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Action Employer 
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.MlNNESOTA SC·HOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 
II ..... 

December 30, 2004 

Members of the Minnesota· Senate: 

The Minnesota School Boards Association (MSBA), whose membership 
includes all Minnesota public school board members and superintendents 
of schools, requests your support for the confirmation of Alice Seagren as 
Minnesota's Commissioner of Education. 

Commissioner Designee Seagren has served on a school board, provided 
education finance leadership to the House of Representatives as the 
Chairperson of the Education Finance Committee, and is recognized 
across the state as a spokesperson for excellent education opportunities for 
all children. 

One of many talents Commissioner Designee Seagren processes is the 
ability to work with all parties in finding necessary solutions. My 
experience with her over the years has proven to me that she is fair
minded, committed to a strong public education system, and willing to 
represent all children (including the gifted and talented, regular students, 
and special education students) with equal fervor. I believe she will be a 
strong voice for education within the Pawlenty Administration. 

The Minnesota School Boards Association is confident that Alice Seagren 
will be a very capable Commissioner of Education. Therefore, we ask that 
you support the confirmation of Commissioner Designee Seagren. 

Sincerely, 

?~~~ 
Robert E. Meeks 
Executive Director 
Minnesota School Boards Association 



Senator Steve Kelley 
Room 205, State Capitol 
75 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

·SEE 
Schools tor Equity in Education 

Janumy 6, 2005 

On behalf of Schools for Equity in Education, I am both pleased and honored to provide this letter 
of support for Commissioner-designee. Alice Seagren as the Senate Education Committee 
considers her appointment as Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. 

Alice Seagren has a comprehensive set of experiences that qualifies her to be an outstanding 
Commissioner of Education. In each of her six terms in the Minnesota Legislature, she served on 
the House Education Finance and Education Committees. I believe the hallmark of her 
legislative servite on these committees was her hard work across a broad range of education 
issues and her consistent desire to play a positive role in meeting the needs of students throughout 
'Minnesota. · 

Prior to her legislative experience, she was a member of the Bloomington School Board and a 
parent with schoolchildren in that district. Through these experiences, she has developed a 
tremendous ability to understand education policy from a variety ofperspectives and that quality 
befits the person chosen to serve as Minnesota's ,chief educational officer. 

Our organization worked very closely with Commissioner-designee Seagren for the past six years 
when she served as the Chair of the House Education Finance Committee. In that capacity, she 
exhibited both the willingness and ability to.fully understand the issues that were of greatest 
importance to Schools for Equity in Education and how the policies we advocated affected school 
districts throughout Minnesota. In my estimation, it is her view that all of the state's school 
districts, and by extension the students in these districts, should benefit from policies developed at 
the state level and her actions have been consistent with that belief. 

Perhaps most importantly, Commissloner-designee Seagren ha.S exhibited both the desire and 
ability to build a consensus in developing solutions to a number of complex education issues 
throughout her career as both a school board member and legislator. She is both open-minded 
and ·pragmatic in her approach to decision-making. These qualities and abilities should.prove 
extremely valuable in an environment that has unfortunately, in some instances, become 
increasingly contentious. 

I believe that Alice Seagren would serve with distinction as Minnesota's next Commissioner of 
Education and urge the Senate Education Committee and the full Senate to confirm her 
appointment. 

&:1~ 
BradLun ell 
Executive irector, Schools for Equity in Education 

1884 Como Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55108 
(651) 647-6251 • 1-800-666-6837 • Fax: (65.1) 647-0632 • e-mail: seemn@aol.com • www.schoolstorequity.org 
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' Robert J. SchIDidt, E'(.ec!lii.ve Di~r.tor 
Roger J. Aronson, .4.ttomcy 

Scott D. Douglas, President 

Nan K. Mizuhata. Dfra.ctor q_f Professir..,1ml Developm~m 

January 3, 2005 

Senator Steve Kelley 
:Minnesota Senate 
Room 205 Capitol Building 
75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
St. Paul, IV.IN 55155-1606 

Dei:rr Senator KeJ ley: 

Scott M. Hannon. Prt?.~idf"Jlt-}'.1er.t 
Dnu.gla~ IJ. Standke, Secrorary 
Mary Pat Cumming, Coordinator 
Ran<la.11 J. Pillar, Pust P r~sidem 

The pmpose of this letter is to support the confirmation of Alice Seagre~ as Commissioner of 
Education. 

I have known Ms. Seagren for approximately twenty (20) years. She was a member of the 
school board while I was serving as a high school pri~cipa.l in Bloomington. During that period 
of time, I ob~ed Alice Seagren as a champion for all students - the gifted; those with special 
learning needs; and the "average" student. 

Alice asked tough questions about educ.ational practice and was always well prepared. in 
discussing budget, policy and procedures .. She was tenacious in her pursuance of educational 
excellence. Her commitment and 1eadership earned the respect of both school employees and the 
general community. 

When Alice Seagren was elected to the House of Representatives, she displayed the same 
qualities of diligence, commitment and sense of"faimcss'• on c.omplex legislative issues. 
Consequently,. peers recognized her skills and placed her in leadership positions. 

Alice speaks with a soft voice, u.'ing communication skills, which are ~elusive, clear and direct. 
Her ,;'people skills", problem solving abilities and her commitment to excellence arc admirable 
qualities of a leader. 

Alice Seagren will pro'1ide great leadendllp as the Minnesota Commis~ioncr of Education. 

Sincerely .. 

~-.:l)Z~ 
Roben J. Schmidt · 
Executive Director 

.AFFIUATED WITH THJ..: .Nl01U1'ALASSOCIATION OF SEC'.ONDARY SCHOOT. PRTKCTPAL~ 



Senator Steve Kelley 
205 Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley: 

December 29, 2004 

It is my understanding that your committee will soon be taking up the confirmation of Alice 
Seagren as Commissioner. This will be a very important issue for you and your committee, 
and I want to emphasize that leaders in the school districts throughout the state are deeply 
committed to your decision. As the Superintendent of one of the nation's premier school 
districts, I want to communicate my interest in her appointment and my commitment to you 
that we will support Ms. Seagren fully if she re~eives confirmation. 

I do want to advocate for Ms. Seagren because I believe in what she stands for and what she 
can accomplish in a very challenging position. I have had several opportunities to work 
closely with her in her legislative capacity and as the Commissioner-designate, and her clear 
focus on the importance of education to our children and our state is impressive. She sees 
leadership as leading and not directing. She would be able to rally other leaders to 
accomplish important goals because of her vision, caring and communication skills. 

During my thirty-six years as a superintendent in Minnesota and other states, I have worked 
with several commissioners or state superintendents and have observed. qualities that made 
them successful and, sometimes, less than successful. Ms. Seagren clearly has the potential 
to be an outstanding Commissioner for our state and help pull all of us together to 
accomplish important work. Her ability to relate to individuals of varying political 
persuasions has been impressive, because it is so rare anymore. That complements your 
own skills, and we could really become a very special state again ~th such leadership. 

I strongly urge your committee to quickly recommend the confirmation and support that 
recommendation through the process. We need the clarity such actions will provide. Alice 
needs the full support of leaders in and outside of state government, and quick confirmation 
begins that process. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dennis L. Peterson Ph.D. 
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Senator Steve Kelley 
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205 Capitol 

Dennis L Peterson, Ph.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

Minnetonka Public Schools 
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Dear Senator Kelley: 

It is my understanding that your committee will soon be talcing up the confirmation of Alice 
Seagren as Commissioner. This will be a very important issue for you and your committee, 
and I want to emphasize that leaders. in the school districts throughout the state are deeply 
committed to your decision. As the Superintendent of one of the nation's premier school 
districts, I want to communicate my interest in her appointment and my commitment to you 
that we will support Ms. Seagren fully if she receives confirmation. 

I do want to advocate for Ms. Seagren because I believe in what she stands for and what she 
can accomplish in a very challenging position. I have had several opportunities to work 
closely with her in her legislative capacity and as the Commissioner-designate, and her clear 
focus on the importance of education to our children and our state is impressive. She sees 
leadership as leading and not directing. She would be able to rally other leaders to 
accomplish important goals because of her vision, caring and communication skills. · 

During my thirty-six years as a superintendent in Minnesota and other states, I have worked 
with several commissioners or state superintendents and have observed qualities that made 
them successful and, sometimes, less than successful. Ms. Seagren clearly has the potential 
to be an outstanding Commissioner for our state and help pull all of us together to 
accomplish important work. Her ability to relate to individuals of varying political 
persuasions has been impressive, because it is so rare anymore. That complements your 
own skills, and we could really become a very special state again with such leadership. 

I .strongly urge your committee to quickly recommend the confirmation and support that 
recommendation through the process. We need the clarity such actions will provide. Alice 
needs the full support of leaders in and outside of state government, and quick confirmation 
begins process. Thank you. 

s· cerel your:?.is, t2 
~ _ _.,,. di ...... 

~llil"U"';iiif'MK.114n • ...,,.. 

Dennis L. Peterson Ph.D. 



Gary S. Prest, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
952.681.6402 
Fax 952.681.6406 
gprest@bloomington.k12.mn.us 

Senator Steve Kelly 
Minnesota State Senate 
Room 205 Capitol Bldg. 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

December 29, 2004 

Dear Senator Kelly: 

P u b I i c S c h o· o I s 

Educational Services Cer" 
1350 West l 06th Str 

Bloomington, MN 55431-4126 

www.bloomington.kl2.mn.us 

I am very pleased to enthusiastically endorse Alice Seagren as Commissioner of Education for the State of 
M...innesota. I have kn.own Rep. Seagren for many years. I have come to appreciate her experience and 
many personal qualities which make her the ideal educational leader for our great State. 

First and foremost, Alice Seagren cares deeply about children. As a parent and grandparent, she knows first 
hand the importance of a nurturing, supportive environment necessary for the good growth and 
development of a child. Through our many discussions, I am convinced that she thinks of each child in this 
State as someone's child or grandchild. Thus, she views each child as special and deserving of the best that 
we can provide. She also understands the critical partnership that is necessary between parents and 
educators for success in raising children to be caring, responsible citizens. 

Second, she dedicated a large part of her life in service to the public good. As a school board member of 
the Bloomington Puplic Schools, she sought to create the best educational environments for students from 
all over the city. As representative and Chair of the Minnesota State House K-12 Finance Committee she 
worked tirelessly to support the best educational environments possible for students from all over the State. 
She is an educational leader in both challenging and less challenging periods for public education. 
Regardless of the circumstance, conditions, possibilities or problems, she always pursues understanding, 
reaches out to ensure those involved are heard, studies what is relevant, and moves forward with common 
sense. 

Third, Alice Seagren already plays a significant leadership role in public education in Minnesota. As an 
ardent supporter of public education, she consistently reaches out in true Minnesotan bi-partisan fashion to 
reach solutions for the betterment of schools and that allowed educators do the jobs that they are hired to 
do. For example, we appreciated the timely work that you, Senator Kelly, and she accomplished during the 
last session reg~rding the ~ocial study standards. At a time when few were fmding common ground, you 
and she transcended political ideologies to get an important job done well. · 

Fourth, she has earned the respect of the entire educational community because of her fair leadership, 
willingness to learn, and always respectful demeanor. In my many discussions with colleagues from across 
the State of Minnesota, consistently they state how pleased citizens and educators are that Alice Seagren 
was Governor Pawlenty's choice for Commissioner of Education. While there may be disagreement from 
time to time over the best course for public education to take in Minnesota, all would be in agreement that 
Alice Seagren's motivation will always be one that has students at its core and the public good as its basis. 

I would encourage you and your committee to recommend Alice Seagren as Commissioner of Education, 
Department of Education, of the great State ofMinnesota. 

/.1 Sincerely,/?_ , 

l1~P'l~ 
·\ S. Prest, Ed.D. . 

0 · rintendent of Sch0ols, Bloomington Public Schools 

We help students thrive and dreams come alive 
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.:.:i"Jt •·-::-::1 !;ffeii Supenntendent 

952..988.4021 952.9EIS.4092 (fax) 
michael_ktemerO hopkins.k12.mn_1,1$ 

January 3,. 2005 

· Senator 5teve Kcllcv 
Chall· -- K-12 Education Committee 
205 Stn t(!' Ctlpitol 
75 Reverend Martin Luther King, fr. "Boulevard 
St. Paul, Mhmesola 5515.5 

DcarStc.•vc, 

Post·iflll Fax Note 7671 

Throughm.1t the past l 2 years as Superintendent in the Hopki:ns School District, I have had the 
sincere privilege of wo.rldng with Alice Seq.gren in both hl-r position as a member of the House 
of Representatives .. and now as Commissioner. Alice is a ve.ry in tell.igei'lt \17ith a pleasant 
personality and a highly developed sense of organization and logic. Her capacity for 
leader.;hip is exeeptionally strong by virtue of her creative thinkh'tg and applicatron of the 
principles surrounding good human rel~tionships- .Her ability to J'ecognize er anticipate a 
problem, evaluate it, and decide on a correa;:t course of action is in striking contrast to that ol 
the average leader today. She also recogni:<!.es that as the designated leader, she will be held 
accountable for m'r own actions_, as well as those of he.r subllldinateEL 

I have found Alice ta be an excellent student; her perception and knowledge sW'.rou.ndJttg the 
fidd <..1f cduc1.1tiun results in mastezship of the situation. In fulfilling her ro1e as a ~adcr :in the 
House of .R.epiesentatives, Allee focused on educa lion issues and demonstrated an astute 
ability to identify f';taff and programs to suppor_t; ~ inte.rest in ensuring prompt delivery of 
qtu-tlity services to studenti;, teachers, and parentsi and most i1Dportantly .. a v.illingness to 
follow-up On those efforts. Alice continues to be one of the most effective ttsers of a dcci.sion
making process 1 refer to a!;, ··collaborative consultation' (Le., she see.ks input from all parties 
impacted by decision before l.den.tifymg a gEUite plan)r This leadership style serves her 
exl:n~mely well in her newest role as Commi.-ssfoner of Education. 

Couri1ge is th~ intans.:,'iblc leadership quality of which greal:ne'ss is made. Alice exhibits her 
unique style o.f courage in many ways, including: 

v Being able to say ... uno;" 
-./ Taking po:dtlo.n.'> on important issues; 
../ Responding to defeat by trying even harder; 
-../ Facing conflict openly and head-on; 
..f Bearing ones' burdens; and 
-...' Adapting to change. 

AN EQIJAL OPPOR'fUNrh'iAFFlRMATIVE ACTION EDUCATOR AND EMPLOYER 
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Senator Steve Kelley 
J mtmry 3, 2005 
P .. 1ge two 

9529884020 TO:Minne~ota Senate 

firom where I stand, Alice consistently displays her courage when tackling the important and 
difficult educational agenda in her rcle as a membei- of the House of Representative ovet the 
last 10+ years. 

Loyalty from those with whom you woik is pTiceless. Alice garners l:he loyally of those with 
whom she has worked by displaying an interest in and caring for each .individu.al through her 
words '1nd ~ctlon,5_ ln essence, people fu:mly believe that she is devoted to the good of all, ail.d 
does everything in her power to help each succeed, both as individuals and collectively. Her 
high performance as a feader is also characterized by e)r.('eptional determination .iJ.1 the pursuit 
of goals and obj~tives - she dislikes easil.i.g up 1..mlil she succ(?eds. Alice has <:Ol:\Sta11tly 
fowtd herself in the zone of distinction due to the fact that she insists on excellence, and in so 
doing, receiv<.'S it from those around her. 

Persong\Jly, Alice is dependable, enthusiastic. ambitious, gregariol.1S1 tolerant# and sensitiv~ to 
the point that those associated \\1th her tum to her freely for guidance. She is very capable of 
sel£-ev.a1uation and has the s~uuity to be very open to suggestions. All with whom she comes 
in contact recognize her cl\C\dsma and leadership abilities. In addition, I have found her to be 
an .articulate presenter of information. 

Jn dosiJ\g, I would add that Ali<:t• lives by the highest standards of honesty and :integrity. It is 
one thing to talk about honesty and itttegrity, and it is quite mother to live your life that way. 
She underst:atl.ds that without integrity,, you do not have trust; without trust, you have . 
nothing. Accordingly, those around her develop a sense of pride and acc:omplislunent that 
surface5 from striving for a.nd achieving .hi.gh.1eveJs of performance. Most sincei;-ely, I believe 
people want to be a part of her winning team. 

.Alice is, without question, well prepared and positioned to a.1$Sume the position of 
Com.missioner of Edu~ation in the State of Minnesota. In fact, T believe she will leav~ a legacy 
markro by n suceesshtl tenure urunatt:hed by predecessors over the last fifty years. On that 
basis1 I would strongly recommend he.r fur the position. 

M~~ttr ;; Y,;~4 -------
lvfichaeJ . Kremer, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

MU<lrsm 

c: Alice Seagren 
District 270 Board of Education 
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5701 N_ORMANDALE ROAD 

EDINA, MINNESOTA 55424 

952/848-3900 

FAX 9521848·3901 
January 7, 2005 

Honorable Senator Steve Kelly 
15 Rev. Dr. Marrin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 
StA Paul, Minnesota 55155-1606 

Dear Senator Kelly: 

It is my great pleasure as an individual to write this letter of 
recommendation for Alice Seagren to become Commissioner of Education 
for the State o~ Minnesota. The appointment of Alice Seagren by 
Governor Pawlen.ty for this position, in my opinion, was a tremendous 
boost to increasing the credibility and professionalism of the Minnesota 
Department of Education. I make this recommendation based on my 
personal and professional experiences with Alice Seagren, and this 
recommendation is not politically motivated in any way nor does it have 
any connection to any educational organization or lobbying group. 

I first met Alice Seagren when she was a state representative for 
Bloomington and was impressed at that time with her knowledge of 
educational issues and empathy for the needs of students. Subsequently., 
she represented a portion of Edina and I developed even closer contact 
with her as we djscussed and supported educational issues for the state and 
for our community. I have always found her to be a great listener, 
extremely professional, and intellectually engaged in the decisions that 
will impact students and families every day. She understands the 
educational, social, and psychological issues that confront students and 
families and seeks to find the best programs and legislation that will meet 
some of these needs. She is highly respected in our community because 
she cares and listens. · 

I especially appreciate her wann and welcoming attitude toward people. 
She understands that in order to get major change and to improve the 
condition of our ·schools she needs to seek the advice of many individuals. 
Since she was appointed, she has opened wide the doors at the Department 
of Education to seek input and advice from a variety of constituents. She 
truly cares what we think and is willing to accept our opinions but also to 
challenge us with her perceptions and insight. Sitting down to a 
conversation with her is intellectually stimulating, always respectful, and 
solution seeking. I may have agreed or disagreed on the issues over the 
years but the conversations fully explored the rationale for the direction or 
decisions and were always extremely professional. That is a rare 
commodity that setves the State of Minnesota well. 

We CARE 'T WE DARE T WE SHARE 

an equal opportunity employer 
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Alice Seagren understands the need to continue to improve the quality of 
education in the State of Minnesota. She has fought hard over the years 
for the needs of students, and is willing to stand tall to push forth some 
initiative that she feels will make our educational system more responsive, 
·effective, and accountable. She does not shy away from controversial 
issues but rather seeks to understand both sides of the issue and work 
toward a compromise that will move a positive educational agenda 
forvvard. 

Alice Seagren is an excellent leader. She has welcomed, into the 
Department of Education, outstanding professionals who are not only 
highly respected by people in the profession of education but also by the 
general public. These individuals have been given the freedom to explore 
issues, seek solutions, and implement ideas that will benefit education in 
Minnesota. She has nurtured an atmosphere of partnership and progress at 
the Department of Educatio~ and as a citizen of Minnesota I am thankful. 

In conclusion, J have high respect for Alice Seagren, and am confident that 
she will be an excellent Commissioner of Education for Minnesota. Her 
welcoming personal style, strong commitment to students, and willingness 
to seek solutions collaboratively to make education stronger in Minnesota. 
will move education forward in a positive and productive way. If you so 
desire., I would be willing to personally attest to my recommendation at 
the confirmation hearings. 

Sincerely, 

~14,rr 
Kenneth Dragseth, Ph.D 
Superintendent 
Edina Public Schools 

P.03 

TOTAL P.03 
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; Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association 

1667 Snelling Avenue North, Suite ClOl - St. Paul, MN 55108-2131 
e-mail: mespa@mespa.net 

Phone: ( 65 l) 999-1310 
FAX: (651) 999-7311 

p.2 

Web site: www.mespa.net Greater Minnesota: 1-800-642-6807 

Susan Abrahamson, President 

January 6, 2005 

Senator Steven Kelly 
Room 205, Capitol 
75 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Kelly, 

P. Fred Storti, Executive Director 

The purpose of this letter is to support the confirmation of Alice Seagren as 
Commissioner of Education. 

Commissioner Seagren understands both finance and polfoy and knows how the 
legislature works. Her prior experience as a school board member, legislator and chair of 
the House Education Committee give her valuable incites in our critically important P-16 
educational enterprise. 

During the past three years as executive director ofMESPA, I have had the opportunity 
to work with Alice Seagren on a number of education issues and have found her to be 
knowledgeable, honest, respectful, and a good listener. 

The Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association supports Alice Seagren' s 
confirmation as Commissioner of Education. 

· If I can be of further assistance, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

en-~ 
P. Fred Storti 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Elementary School Principals' Association 

Serving Elementary andMiddle School Principals 
Affiliated with the National Association of Elementary School Principals 



MINNESOTA 

BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP 

January 10, 2005 

The Honorable Steve Kelley, Chair 
Minnesota Senate Education Committee 
205 State Capitol Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Senator Kelley and Senator Olson: 

3610 IDS Center 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
612-370-0840 
612-334-3086 fax 
www.mnhp.com 

The Honorable Gen Olson, Ranking Republican 
Minnesota Senate Education Committee 
119 State Office Building 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155 

I am writing on behalf of the Minnesota Business Partnership to encourage you, and your 
respective caucuses, to confirm the appointment of Alice Seagren as Commissioner of the 
Minnesota Department of Education. 

Like you, we have had the opportunity to work with Commissioner-Designate Seagren on a 
wide variety of state K-12 education policy and fiscal issues over the years. It has always 
been clear that her foremost concern in education is doing what is in the best interest of 
students. 

As Minnesota and our schools strive to recognize and adjust to the challenges and 
opportunities presented by demographic, technological and global changes, Commissioner
Designate Seagren' s leadership for doing what is in the best interest of students will be 
critical. 

Commissioner-Designate Seagren's background as an involved public school parent, school 
board member and Chair of the House of Representative's Education Finance Committee not 
only demonstrates her knowledge of and commitment to education, but also her expertise in 
working with diverse groups of people to solve what are often very complex issues. 

In short, Commissioner-Designate Alice Seagren's commitment to students, her extensive 
knowledge of state and national education issues and her ability to effectively work with 
divergent constituencies make her an ideal candidate for commissioner. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We hope you will confirm the appointment 
of Alice Seagren as Commissioner of Education. 

Charlie Weaver 
Executive Director 
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APPOINTMENT AS THE Commissioner of the Department of Education 

APPOINTEE AND TERM: 

Alice Seagren 9/1/2004-1/1/2007 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON Education 



STATE OF MINNESOTA 
Office of Governor Tim. Pawlenty . 
130 State Capitol• 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard ~.Saint Paul, MN 55 

July 20, 2004 

The Honorable James P. Metzen 
President of the Senate 
322 State Capitol 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Senator Metzen: 

The following appointment is hereby respectfully submitted to the Senate for 
confirmation as required by law: 

Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education 

Alice Seagren, 9730 Palmer Circle, Bloomington; Minnesota 55437, in the county 
of Hennepin, effective September 1, 2004, for a term that expires on January 1, 
2007. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Pawlenty 
. Governor 

TP/jb 

Enclosures 
President of the Senate 

Voice: (651) 296-3391 or (800) 657-3717 Fax: (651) 296-2089 TDD: (651) 296-0075 oi (800) 657-3598 . 
Web sjte: http:/ I www.govemor.state.mn.us An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Printed on recycled paper containing JS<;·(, post consumer materia1 

-
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STATE of MINNESOTA 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

TIM PAWLENTY 

'GOVERNOR 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

ALICE EAGREN 
9730 Palmer Circle 

Bloomington, Minnesota 55437 
County of Hennepin 

Congressional District. Three 

Because of the special trust and confidence I have in your integrity, judgment and ability, I have 
appointed and commissioned you to have and to hold the said office of: 

Commissioner 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Effective: September, 1 2004 
Term Expires: January 1, 2007 

This appointment carries with it all rights, powers, duties, and emoluments granted by law and 
pertaining to this position until this appointment is superseded or annulled by me or other lawful 
authority or by ·any law of this State. · 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal. of the 
State ofMinneso be affixed at the Capitol in the City of Saint Paul, July 20, 2004. 

Printed .on recycled paper-containing 15% post consumer material President of the Senate 



ALICE M. SEAGREN 

• Current Legislative Responsibilities • 

K-12 Education Finance Committee - Chair (1999 - Present) 
Education Policy Committee 
Ways & Means Committee 
Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs Committee 
Minnesota Legislative Permanent School Fund Advisory Committee 
Legislative Commission on Planning and Fiscal Policy 
National Council of State Legislatures Education Committee (July 1999 -
December 2002) 

Chair, Education Committee, NCSL Assembly of State Issues (2002) 
Vice-Chair, Education Committee, NCSL, Assembly of State Issues (July 
1999 -December 2001) 
National Council of State Legislatures, Task Force on School Leadership 

• Past Legislative Responsibilities • 

K-12 Education Finance Division Committee 
Education Facilities Subcommittee 
Subcommittee on Teacher Preparation 

Education Policy Committee 
Co-chair Education Reform Task Force 
Vocational High School Planning Committee . 
Planning and Transition Subcommittee 
Quality Initiatives Subcommittee 

Housing Committee 
School Funding and Property Tax Reform Task Force 
Joint House/Senate Working Group on Property Tax Reform 
Republican Task Force on Welfare Reform 
Government Operations and Gambling Committee 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Ethics Committee 
Republican Task Force on Student Achievement/Integration 
Governor's Commission for Early Childhood Intervention 
Judiciary Committee 

Judiciary Civil Law Subcommittee 
Advisory Task Force on Female Offenders in Corrections 
Judicial and Legislative Branches Uaison Working Group 

!!~' 0 ~ zor~ 
'- •. J -- • - '• ..... -r 

P.resident of the Senate 



•Awards• 

ARC Minnesota, "Legislator of the Year" 1994 
Minnesota Career & Technical Administrators, 2000 
College Board, Education Excellence Award, August 14, 2001 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts, "Legislator of the Year", 
September, 2001 · 
Minnesota Deaf Community's "Legislator of the Year" 2001 · 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts' "Friend of Public Education" 2001 
Region m I Association for Career and Technical Education "Award of Merit" 
2000-2001 
Minnesota Association of Agriculture Education - "Bellringer" Award 2002 
Minnesota Association of Charter Schools "Friend of Charter Schools" 2002 

• legislation Highlights • 

Legislation establishing Residential Academies for at risk children. 
Legislation establishing educational services for children birth to 3 years of age. 
Charter School legislation to advance educational choices for parents. 
"Safe Haven for Newborns Act" 
Legislation to fund battered women's shelter in Bloomington. 
Bonding money for Science and Education wings at Normandale Community 
College, Bloomington 
Legislation establishing teacher "pay for performance" pilot program 

• Current Civic Activities • 

Member, Normandale Community College Foundation Board 
Member, Wells Fargo Bank Community Board 
Member, Edina Chamber of Commerce 
Member, Bloomington Baptist Church 
Corporate Member, Fraser Community Services 
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• Past leadership • 

Member, Center of the American Experiment Workforce & Human Rights Task 
Force 
Director, Bloomington School Board 
Director, Hennepin Technical College/Special Education District 287 
Board Member, Association of Metropolitan School Districts 
Delegate, Minnesota School Board Association 

. Chairperson, Special Education Community Advisory Committee 
Member, Disability Services Advisory Board 
Task Forces: 

Graduation Requirements 
Alternative Scheduling 
Weighted Grades 
Facility Use. 

Advocacy: 
Member, Gifted and Talented· Council 
Member, Bloomington Association for Children and Adults with Learning 
Disabilities · 

• Past Community leadership • 

Director, Bloomington Chamber of Commerce, 1991-1992 
Leadership Bloomington Graduate, 1989 
Leadership Bloomington Program 
Committee Member, Urban Hope Board 
Member, House Nezerka & Froelich CPA Advisory Board 
Member, BCAV (Bloomington Coalition Against Violence) 
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OFFICE OF GOVERNOR TIM PAWLENTY 
130 State Capitol• Saint Paul, MN 55155 • (651) 296~0001 

NEW RE LEA E 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Contact: Daniel Wolter 
( 651) 296-0001 July 20, 2004 

GOVERNOR PA WLENTY NAMES ALICE SEAGREN COMMISSIONER 
OF EDUCATION 

Saint Paul - Governor Tim Pawlenty today named State Representative Alice Seagren as the 
new commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Education. Seagren, currently the Chair of 
the Minnesota House of Representatives Committee on Education Finance, has served as a 
legislator since 1992. The Governor said Representative Seagren has the experience and vision 
to continue to focus the Department of Education on its core mission of increasing student 
achievement, while still working towards innovation and reform. 

"We have made great strides in the last year and a half towards improving Minnesota schools 
and instituting more accountability measures," said Governor Pawlenty. "Alice Seagren will 
continue the work of Cheri Pierson Y ecke in moving toward the goal of making our state a 
leader in improved student.achievement. She has been a key legislative ally and will help this 
Administration move forward in implementing more education innovations and reforms." 

As a legislator, Seagren worked on a variety of education-related reforms. Some of her biggest 
legislative accomplishments include providing more alternative compensation opportunities for 
Minnesota teachers; collaborating with other legislators and education stakeholders to develop 
Minnesota's Academic Standards; serving on the No Child Left Behind Stakeholders group 
that developed Minnesota's plan; working to establish Residential Academies for at risk 
children; working towards a more value-added testing system as a measure of student 
achievement; and promoting and enhancing the opportunities for charter schools.in Minnesota. 
She is also noted for her extensive work on special education issues. 

The Governor noted that in addition to her legislative work, Seagren currently serves as a 
member of a variety of civic organizations, including the Normandale Community College 
Foundation Board, the Wells Fargo Bank Community Board, Edina Chamber of Commerce, 
Bloomington Baptist Church, and as a Corporate Board Member for Fraser Community 
Services. She is also involved in the National Council of State Legislatures (NCSL) Education 
Commi~e, and .has received a number of awards from various organizati<ffi) ~Jf&mm© 
accomplishments. ~ LS ~ 
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"Minnesota has gone through a period of change and transition in education, due to the federal 
No Child Left Behind Act and the new Minnesota Academic Standards," said Seagren. "I look 
forward to working with Governor Pawlenty to ·continue to make Minnesota a leader in 
education." 

The Minnesota Department of Education assists· schools, families and other education 
providers with services that result in high academic achievement for all students, pre
kindergarten to grade 12, and adult learners. The department mission seeks to improve 
educational achievement, enhance teacher quality and provide more· opportunities and choices 
for parents and students. The Department has an annual budget that includes over $6 billion in 
state K-12 and early childhood funding. In addition to state and local funding, the agency· 
administers over $700 millio~ in federal funds. 

Seagren, 57, was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri. She received a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business/Marketing from Southeast Missouri State University. She and her husband, 
Fred, live in Bloomington, Minnesota. They .have two children and two grandchildren, with 
another one on the way. · 
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ALICE M. SEAGREN 

• Current legislative Responsibilities • 

K-12 Education Finance Committee - Chair ( 1999 - Present) 
Education Policy Committee 
Ways & Means Committee 
Transportation Policy Committee 
Minnesota Legislative Permanent School Fund Advisory Committee 
Legislative Commission on Planning and Fiscal Policy . 
National Council of State legislatures Education Committee (July 1999 - · 
December 2002) 

Chair, Education Committee, NCSL Assembly of State issues (2002) 
Vice-Chair, Education Committee, NCSL, Assembly of State Issues (July 
1999 -December 2001) 
National Council of State Legislatures, Task Force on School leadership 

• Past legislative Responsibilities • 

K-12 Education Finance Division Committee 
Education Facilities Subcommittee 
Subcommittee on Teach er Preparation 

Education Policy Committee 
Co-chair Education Reform Task Force 
Vocational High School Planning Committee 
Planning and Transition Subcommittee 
Quality Initiatives Subcommittee 

Local Government and Metropolitan Affairs Committee · 
Housing Committee 
School Funding and Property Tax Reform Task Force 
Joint House/Senate Working Group on Property Tax Reform 
Republican Task Force on Welfare Reform 
Government Operations and Gambling Committee 
General Legislation, Veterans Affairs and Ethics Committee 
Republican Task Force on Student Achievement/Integration 
Governor's Commission for Early Childhood Intervention 
Judiciary Committee 

Judiciary Civil law Subcommittee 
Advisory Task Force on Female Offenders in Corrections 
Judicial and legislative Branches liaison Working Group 
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•Awards• 

ARC Minnesota, "Legislator of the Year" 1994 
Minnesota Career & Technical Administrators, 2000 
College Board, Education Excellence Award, August 14, 2001 · 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts, "Legislator of the Year'', 
September, 2001 
Minnesota Deaf Community's "Legislator of the Year" 2001 
Association of Metropolitan School Districts' "Friend of Public Education" 2001 
Region Ill, Association for Career and Technical Education "Award of Merit" 
2000-2001 
Minnesota Association of Agriculture Education - "Bellringer'' Award 2002 
Minnesota Association of Charter Schools "Friend of Charter Schools" 2002 

•Legislation Highlights• 

Legislation establishing Residential Academies for at risk children. 
Legislation establishing educational services for children birth to 3 years of age. 
Charter School legislation to advance educatio.nal choices for parents. 
"Safe Haven for Newborns Act" 
Legislation to fund battered women's shelter in Bloomington. 
Bonding money for Science and Education wings at Normandale Community 
College, Bloomington 
Legislation establishing teacher "pay for performance" pilot program 

•Current Civic Activities• 

Member, Normandale Community College Foundation Board 
Member~ Wells Fargo Bank Community Board 
Member, Edina Chamber of Commerce 
Member, Bloomington Baptist Church 
Corporate Member, Fraser Community Services 
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• Past Leadership • 

Member, Center of the American Experiment Workforce & Hum.an Rights Task 
Force 
Director, Bloomington School Board 
Director, Hennepin Technical College/Spedal Education District 287 
Board Member, Association of Metropolitan School Districts 
Delegate, Minnesota School Board Association 
Chairperson, Special Education Community Advisory Committee 
Member, Disability Services Advisory Board 
Task Forces: 

Graduation Requirements 
Alternative Scheduling 
Weighted Grades 
Facility Use 

Advocacy: 
Member, Gifted and Talented Council 
Member, Bloomington Association for Children and Adults with Learning 
Disabilities 

• Past Community leadership • 

Director, Bloomington Chamber of Commerce, 1991-1992 
Leadership Bloomington Graduate, 1989 
Leadership Bloomington Program 
Committee Member, Urban Hope Board 
Member, House Nezerka & Froelich CPA Advisory Board 
Member, BCAV (Bloomington Coalition Against Violence) 



Statement of Economic Interest for Public Officials 

·Public Offical Information 
DepartntentofEducation 

Name: Seagren,· Alice 

Occupation: Commissioner 
Business 1500 Hwy 36 W 
Address: Roseville, MN 55113 

Employer 
Name: Minn Dept of Education 

Appointment 09101104 
Date: 

Sources of Compensation 
Applicable categories 

Page 1 of2 

Name of Source Director Officer Owner Member Partner Employer Employee Honorarium 
Wells Fargo 
Comniunity Bank X 
Board 

Name of Securities 
AIM European Growth Fund 
Applied Materials, Inc 
Cisco Systems Inc 

· Dodge & Cox Balanced Fund 

Fidelity Diversified International Fund 
Fidelity VIP Contrafund 
Fidelity VIP Equity Income 
Fidelity VIP Index 500 
Medco Health Solutions 
Merck&Co 
Oracle Corp 
T Rowe Price Equity Income 
T Rowe Price Small-cap Stock Fund 
Vanguard GNMA Fund 
Vanguard Institutional Index Ftind Plus 
Vanguard Windsor Fund 

None Reported 

Securities 

Real Property 
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Pari-Mutuel Horse Racing Interests 
None Reported 
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I **LINKS** I 
I Current Agency II Agency Index I 

Current Public. 
Public Official Index · Official 

I Cam~aign Finance Home Page I 
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