
February 9, 2005 

Minnesota State Senate 
Environment and Natural Resources Committee 
Senator John Marty, Chair 
323 State Capitol 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Senator Marty & Committee Members, 

I apologize for the fact that I am unable to attend today's hearing. As you are aware, 
Governor Pawlenty recently appointed me to the Citizen Advisory Committee for the 
Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources. I am honored to have been selected, 
and look forward to serving. 

Minnesota has been blessed with a wonderful variety and abundance of natural resources. 
As a lifelong Minnesotan, I have had the pleasure of enjoying these resources through 
hunting, camping, hiking and fishing, and want to help make sure that they are preserved 
for our future generations. I supported the creation of the Environment and Natural 
Resources Trust Fund in 1988, and am pleased to see how successful it has been over the 
years. 

I am currently employed as the President and CEO of All States Ag Parts, Inc. We are a 
farm and industrial machinery recycling operatio"n with locations in Minnesota 
(Hendricks) and four other Midwestern states. My schedule is flexible, so I am confident 
that I will be able to devote the necessary time to the CAC 

Prior to my employment with ASAP, Inc., I worked for Governor Arne Carlson and for 
the Minnesota House of Representatives. My experience with Minnesota State 
Government has provided me with a working knowledge of the LCMR and its members 
and I believe this will help make me a more effective member of the CAC. 

Once again, I apologize for not being able to be with you at the Committee Meeting 
today. I will be happy to meet with any of the Committee Members individually. I 
would also be happy to come back to a future meeting if you wish. Thank you again for 
the opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

John Dyke 
3661 Windtree Circle 
Eagan, MN 55123 
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John Dyke 

·Nancy Gibson 
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STATE OF MIN ES OTA 
Office of Governor Ti1n Pawlenty 
130 State Capitol • 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard • Saint Paul, MN 55155 

June 14, 2004 

The Honorable James P. Metzen 
President of the Senate 
322 State Capitol 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Senator Metzen: 

The following appointment is hereby respectfully submitted to the Senate for 
confirmation as required by law: 

Citizen Advisory Committee for the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund: 

John Dyke, 3661 Wind tree Circle, Eagan, MN 55123, county of Dakota effective June 
21, 2004 for a four-year term that expires on January 7, 2008. 

Nancy Gibson, 2712 Glenhurst Avenue Saint Louis Park, MN 55416, county of 
Hennepin, effective June 21, 2004 for a four-year term that expires on January 7, 2008. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Pawlenty 
Governor 

TP/jb 

Enclosures 

....... i " A /n f) .1 - - .,., -... , .. 

Presidem of the Senate 

Voice: (651) 296-3391 or (800) 657-3717 Fax: (651) 296-2089 TDD: (651) 296-0075 or (800) 657-3598 · 
Web site: http: I hv\V\•v.governor.~tate.mn.us An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Printed on recycled paper containing 15'~i-. post consumer material . 



I NESOT 

EXECUTIVE DEPART 

TIM P AWLENTY 

GOVERNOR 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

JOHN DYKE 
3611 Windtree Circle 

Eagan, Minnesota 5 5123 
County of Dakota 

Congressional District Two 

T 

Because of the special trust and confidence I have in your integrity, judgment and ability, I have 
appointed and commissioned you to have and to hold the said office of: 

Me1nber 
CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR ENVIRONMENT 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 

Effective: June 21, 2004 
Term Expires: January 7, 2008 

This appointment carries with it all rights, powers, duties, and emoluments granted by law and 
pertaining to this position until this appointment is superseded or annulled by me or other lawful 
authority or by any law of this State. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the 
. State of Minnesota to be affixed at the Capitol in the City of Saint Paul, June 14, 2004. 

Governor 

Replacing: Greta Gauthier President of the Senate 
Printed on r.ecyded paper containing 15% post consumer material 



Agency 
Name:* 

Position 
Sought: 

. STA TE OF MINNESOTA 
OPEN APPOINTMENTS APPLICATION FOR SERVICE ON STATE AGENCY 

All information on this form is available to the public upon request. 

(Name of board, council, commission or task force to which you are applying.) 

C.oV\l\~i it-e..e._ M~&A.A \D-e..v - ~-\- ltA.v 
(Membership position sought or enter umembern if no specific requirements exist for position hty; i.;:: \ ' 

/ ;"" v 

Applicant ~ k IA ;:1r-. 
Name: * (First Name) ( ;~ 

Applicant 3 /;;ft, f {J.) / '1 f I'~ tL L lv - '< "'- A:( 
Address:* (Street) (City) (Sta~ nesota · _t/ 
Day Phone:* ,/J)/ ) S-1)... - t>&(.)... 'f Evening Phone: (ft;)/ ) 'f 0 S- - 'f_3\i.,.-. 7 Secretacy oi State ,.(~~'/ 

a /.:J b ''\I ·'= C: v / 
E-MAIL: * j ()'-. y /<..e_ ±<...:: v y IAj • ( 0 ~ . "~~0;:>~ J 
County: D A.. kD "" MN House of Rep District: j-~ 8.s. House of Rep District: ;:t -
" lndicstes information that will appear on the Office of the Secretary of State web site: www.sos.stste.mn.us 

'" ~ \-\- "'"'' 0 N!£) Did the Appointing Authority suggest you submit your application? YES-¥-

Any other information the Nominating Person feels would be helpful to the Appointing Authority: 

(Statement may continue on reverse or attached sheets) 

I swear that, to the best of my knowledge, the above inf rmation is correct and that I satisfy all legally prescribed qualifications for 
the position sought. 

/L-l/-o3 
(Date) 

" If another person o group is nominating the applicant, the applicant's signature indicates consent to nomination. 

OPTIONAL STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
The following information is optional and voluntary. Information is collected for, and compiled in, the annual report on the open 
appointments process pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §15.0597. 

Race*: African American I Black 
Sex: Female 

Male 

Disability:_ Yes 
No 

Political 
Party: 

Democratic-Fa rm er-Labor 
Green 

_Independence 
_Republican 

Other_·------
- No party preference 

National Origin:-------------------

MAIL, FAX, OR SUBMIT 
APPLICATION IN 
PERSON, TO: 

FOR OFFICE USE: 
OA App revision 3/03 

(Country of Origin or Principle Tribe) 

Office of the Secretary of State, Open Appointments 
180 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55155-1299 

_ American Indian I Alaska Native 
Asian 

_Hispanic 
Native Hawaiian I Pacific Islander 
VVhite 

Other Race-------

(*Select as many as apply) 

FAX: (651) 296-9073 
Phone: (651) 297-5845 
Email: open.appointments@state.mn.us 

.. A 2004 

President of the Senate 



• t ' • 

Employment: 

John Dyke 
3661 Windtree Circle 

Eagan, MN 55123 
651-405-9317 

U.S. Congressional District #2 
Minnesota House District 38B 

All States Ag Parts, C.E.O. - 1998- Present. 
All States Ag Parts, Inc. is a farm and industrial parts recycling and rebuilding 
business with 65 full-time employees and locations in five Mid-western states 
(Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, South Dakota, Nebraska). 

Governor Arne Carlson, Deputy Chief of Staff - December 1993 - June 1998. 
Prior to holding the Deputy Chief of Staff position, I also held the positions of 
Director of Legislative and Cabinet Affairs, and Legislative Director. 

Minnesota Department of Health, Legislative Liaison -August 1993 - Dec. 1993. 
Acted as the Legislative Liaison for the Department, and as a personal 
representative on behalf of the Commissioner. 

Missouri River Trading Company, Vice President - November 1992 - August 1993. 
Responsible for acquisitions and sales for this import/export business specializing 
in Russian products. 

l\iinnesota House of Representatives, Republican Caucus Research Director -
August 1988 - November 1992. 

Prior to holding the Research Director position, I also held the position of 
research consultant for the Agriculture, Environment, Transportation, and Capital 
Bonding committees. 

Education: 

St. Cloud State University, 1988 Graduate - Summa Cum Laude. 
Major - Business Management 
Minor - English 
Overseas Study- Six months, Alnick, England 

\Vorthington Senior High School, 1983 Graduate. 

President of the Senate 



APPOINTMENT LETTER 
FO·R SENATE CONFIRMATION 

FILE NUMBER 002 

REPORTED IN THE SENATE JOURNAL 1/4/2005 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund Citizens' 
Advisory Committee 

APPOINTEES AND TERMS: 

John Dyke 

Nancy Gibson 

6/21/2004-1/7 /2008 

6/21/2004-117 /2008 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON Environment and Natural Resources 



STATE OFMI NE SOTA 
Office of_ Governor ·Tiln Pawlenty 
130 State CapHol • 75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard • Saint Paul, MN 55155 

June 14, 2004 

The Honorable James P.-Metzen 
President of the Senate 
322 State Capito~ 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

Dear Senator Metzen: 

The following appointment is hereby respectfully submitted to the Senate for 
confirmation as required by law: 

Citizen Advisory Committee for the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund: 

John Dyke, 3661 Windtree Circle, Eagan, MN 55123, county of Dakota effective June 
21, 2004 for a four-year term that expires on January 7, 2008.· 

Nancy Gibson, 2712 Glenhurst Avenue Saint Louis Park, MN 55416, county of 
Hennepin, effective June 21, 2004 for a four-year term that expires on January 7, 2008. 

Sincerely, 

Tim Paw lenty 
Governor 

TP/jb 

Enclosures 

....... i " A /W'l.1 - - . -...... 

President of the Senate 

Voice: (651) 296-3391 or (800) 657-3717 Fax: (651) 296-2089 TDD: (651) 296-0075 or (800) 657-3598 · 
V\leb site: http: I I \•vv,1\·v.governor.state.mn.us An Equal Opportunity Employer 

Printed on recycled paper containing 15'!~, p0st consumer material . 



TATE of I NE SOTA 

EXECUTI 

TIM P AWLENTY 

GOVERNOR. 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NA CYGIBSON 
2712 Glenhurst Avenue 

Staint Louis Park, Minnesota 55416 
County of Hennepin 

Congressional District Five 

T 

Because of the special trust and confidence I have in your integrity, judgment and ability, I have 
appointed and commissioned you to have and to hold the said office of: 

Me1nber 
CITIZENS.ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR ENVIRONMENT 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND 

Effective: June 21, 2004 
Term Expires: January 7, 2008 

This appointment carries with it all rights, powers, duties, and emoluments granted by law and 
pertaining to this position until this appointment is superseded. or annulled by me or other lawful 
authority or by any law of this State. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and .caused the Great Seal of the 
State of Minnesota to be affixed at the Capitol in the City of Saint Paul, June 14, 2004. 

Governor 

Replacing: reappointment President of the Senate 
Printed on r.ecyded paper containing 15% p~st consumer material 



Agency 

\lame:" 

Po$ition 

Sought: 

~~~~~vlldJ 
STATE OF MINNESOTA _ .. ---·-- __ _ 

OPEN APPOlNTMENTS APPLICAT10N FOR SERVICE ON STATE AGEN9y~,~~-./!,:: .. 
All informstion on this form is available to the public upon request. /;.;t .. · · 

_Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund 

(Name of board, council, commission oi task force to which you are applying.) 

_ Citi2en Advisory Committee 

(Membership position sough1 or enter "membe~· if no specific requiremerns exist for position sought.} 

1· ~,.·: ... 

\ : ~ ·. 
\ ~-c. \ \._.· _ 

\ ..... 
"-,: 

NOV 2003 
Receiw..::d 

Mi.one~nt:o. 
~&fu.: . .i:. rd.-·· 

Applicant Nancy _______________ Glbson 

Name: .. (First Nome) (Last Name) 

Applicant _2712 Glenhurst Ave. St Louis Park 
----------------------------MN ____ 55416 _____ _ 

Address: " (Street} (City) (State) (Zip) 

DeyPhone:•.(9~5=2--~--'~9~2~7~-~---5512~~~~~ Evening Phone: _{9_5_2 ___ )_927-5512 __ _ 

E-MAIL: -b ngibson@mn.rr.com ______________ ,.__ __________ _ 

Hennepin. _____________ MN House of Rep District: 44B __ _ U.S. House 5 ----County: 

• Indicates infonnation that will appear on thr: Office of the Secretary of StE.te web site: www.sos.srate.mn.us 

Did the Appointing Authority suggest you submit your application? YES NO_* __ 

Any other information the Nominating Person feels would be helpful to the Appointing Authority: 

_1 am re-applying for this position because it offers an unique opportunity to protect the state's natural resources. I was recently 
given an unanimous vote of support of the CAC to continue as chair. I am wi11ing to continue to dedicate my time and expertise t this 
worthy effort. Additional information is attached. 

{Statement may continue on reverse or attached sheets) 

I swE}ftt.tl:la.1.Jo the best of my knowledge, the above information is correct and tha1 I satisfy all legally prescribed qualifications for 

. the(~ositi.on 'ghy=--,~ 
~''·>1~~~ ~ \ I I a._4J a~ 

(Signature of Applicant)* (Date} 

• If another person or_ group is nominating the applicant, the applicant's signc;ture Indicates consen1 to nomination. 

OPTIONAL STATISTICAL INFORMATION 
Th~ following in1ormatlon is optional and voluntary. Information is collected for, and compiled in, the annual report on the open 
appointments process pursuant to Minnesota Statutes §15.0597. 

Sex= _,, _ Female Political Oemocratic-FarmerwLabor 
Male Party: _ Green 

_Independence 
Ois;ability: _Yes _ Republican 

"' No Other-------(fl rn w Wu~ - No party preference 

®untry of Origin or Principle Tribe) 

20Gj 

··resident of the Senate 

Race*: African American/ Black 
American indian I Ala=ska Native 
Asian. 

=Hispanic . 
_ Native Hawaiian I Pacific Islander 

• White 
- - Other Race -------
('* Select as many as apply) 

/ /- 2 l.c ~-o 3 



Nancy Gibson 
Application for Citizen Advisory Committee 
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund 

Nancy Gibson has won two Emmys for appearances and contribution to the 
award-winning PBS show Newton's Apple. In addition, the Minnesota 
Waterfowl Association gave her their "Conservationist of the Year" award 
for 2002. Her proudest achievement is co-founding the International Wolf 
Center that opened its doors in 1993 after raising close to $2 million dollars 
of public and private funds. That effort was noted by then Governor Ame 
Carlson who appointed her as chair to the Minnesota Citizen Advisory 
Committee of the Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund, a position 
she has held for 13 years. Nancy led the successful statewide constitutional 
campaign to re-dedicate lottery funds for 25 years to this Trust Fund 
beginning in 2000. She also makes regular appearances as the naturalist for 
the NBC affiliate KARE TV, is a part-time consultant for the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources, a spokesperson on national and local 
media and a variety of jobs with wildlife-related organizations and issues. A 
close associate of wolf expert, Dr. L. David Mech, Nancy travels around the 
U.S. and abroad to work on and speak about wolf and other wildlife issues. 
She spent the summers of 1992 and 1993 in Ellesmere Island observing and 
living with wild Arctic wolves and has been guiding wolf trips in the Arctic 
and Yellowstone for the past several years. Nancy writes for International 
Wolf, wrote her first book in 1996 titled, Wolves, and has been a national 
guest columnist and book editor. She raised the two Arctic wolves now 
residing at the International Wolf Center. Her strong interest and knowledge 
in natural resources has landed her on several boards and special 
committees. 

President oJ the Senate 



NANCY GIBSON 
2712 Glenhurst Avenue 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
(952) 927-5512 
Fax (952) 927-0143 
email-ngibson@mn.rr.com 

EXPERIENCE 

July 1987-present 
Author- "WOLVES", a book reviewing global perspectives on this species in 1996 and 
numerous magazine articles on wildlife, wolves, biodiversity and new book on birds soon 
to be published 
Chair and member- Citizen Advisory Committee for the Minnesota Environmental and 
Natural Resources Trust Fund since 1990 
Freelance Consultant for Wildlife and Environmental Education 
Clients include: 

*Department ofNatural Resources Nongame Wildlife Department 
*WCCOTV 
*KARE TV 
*Voyageur Press Publishing 
*The Raptor Center 
*James Ford Bell Museum of Natural History 
*Audubon Center of the Northwoods 
*U.S. Forest Service 
*King Syndicated News Service 
*Blandin Foundation 
*International Wo If Center 
*Department ofNatural Resources-Reinvest in Minnesota program 
*Editor-Grosset & Dunlap Publishing, New York City, New York 
*Invited teacher- North Hennepin College 
*Speaker at various national, international and local conferences, meetings, college 
classes and special events. 

*Trip leader to Arctic and Yellowstone National Park 

1994-present 
KARE TV (NBC affiliate) talent and naturalist for a regular live 6 p.m.news segment 
called "Creature Feature." 

October 1982-1997 
Talent hired by KTCA TV (PBS) to do national television programs using and 
interpreting wildlife on "Newton's Apple". The TV program won an "Emmy" award 
from the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences in June 1989 and 1993. The 
show has been sold to 42 countries and is also in CD-ROM format. 

September 1979-June 1987 

~:..,;; ! 4 2004 

President of the Senate 



Public Relations Manager at the Minnesota Zoological Gardens 
Responsibilities: 

*Spokesperson for the Zoo operation-] 00 annual media appearances 
*Supervised Audio Visual, outreach education, special events and 
photography programs 

*Press release and public service production (won State PSA awards in 
1982, 1983 and 1985) 

*Zoo Newsletter editor (won State award in 1982) 

October 1978-June 1979 
Traveled solo through Central and South America and parts of Africa in 
remote areas observing wildlife and cultures. 

January 1978-0ctober 1978 
Freelance writing which included research, advertising and promotions 

May 1974-November 1977 
Assistant Editor for the Maverick Publishing Company which owned three weekly papers 
Responsibilities: · 

*Reporter for local government, issues, crime, spot news etc. 
*Wrote weekly column focusing on events and people. 

AWARDS 
2002- "Conservationist of the Year" Minnesota Waterfowl Association 
1999- Legislative Commission on Minnesota Resources for work dedicated to the 

passage of Constitutional Amendment for Environment and Natural Resources 
Trust Fund 

1993- Emmy for work on PBS TV show ''Newton's Apple" 
1989- Emmy for work on PBS TV show ''Newton's Apple" 
1 982, 1983 and 1985- Minnesota State awards for publishing work at Minnesota Zoo 

CIVIC AND VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE 
Board experience: 

*International Wolf Center (co-founder and former chair) 
*James Ford Bell Museum of Natural History 
*Audubon Center of the Northwoods 
*Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy 
*Environmental Trust Fund Coalition (Vice Chair) 
*Wayzata Chamber of Commerce 

Volunteer: 
*International Wolf Center-national speaker, lobbyist,. fund-raiser, raise wolves etc. 
*Vice Chair- Environmental Trust Fund Coalition 
*The Raptor Center 
*The Mentor Connection-Minnesota Education Association 
*Project Link-St. Louis Park Schools 

President nf the Senate 



*Teaming For Wildlife 
Active member of 21 conservation, professional and cultural organizations 

EDUCATION 

*Oakwood High School graduate 1967 
*University of Montpelier, France 1966 
*Ohio University 1967-1969 
* University of Denver 1969-1971 duel major in Psychology and 

English 
*Post graduate work in Ornithology 
*Extensive field work and observations with wolves in Minnesota, Northwest 
Territories, Yellowstone National Park, Poland and Sweden, part of team that 
reintroduced wolves to Yellowstone National Park and Idaho in 1995-96 

REFERENCES 

Dr. L. David Mech 
U.S. Geological Survey 
The Raptor Center 
1920 Fitch Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55108 

Carrol Henderson 
Department ofNatural Resources 
500 L.afayette Rd. 
St. Paul, :MN 55155 

President oi the Senate 



STATE FOREST NURSERY STOCK SURCHARGE 

Summary 
This change :request will amend Minn. Stat.§ 89.37 to 
allow for a surcharge of 2.5 cents to be added to the 

. price of each tree seedling sold by state forest 
nurseries. The funds accumulated through the 
surcharge would be dedicated to the DNR's forestry 
education and technical assistance programs. 

It is needed because 
Funding for DNR forestry education and technical 
programs has decreased over the past two bienniums 
as the focus has shifted to agency core priorities such 
as state land management and wildfire protection. 
Revenue generated by the seedling surcharge would 
provide a moderate level of stable funding that will be 
critical in maintaining forestry education and technical 
assistance programs. 

Financial implications (if appropriate) 
State law caps the production of tree seedlings from 
state nurseries at 10 million seedlings per year. As a 
result, the 2.5 cents surcharge per tree seedling will be 
expected to bring in about $250,000 per year for 
forestry education and technical assistance programs. 

Background 
Education, outreach, and technical assistance are 
important tools for developing a natural resource 
stewardship ethic among citizens (including forest 
landowners) and communities by providing them with 
the information they need to make sound natural 
resource decisions. 

For example, many of the private citizens who own 
35% of Minnesota's forested land look to DNR 
Forestry for professional help in managing their 
property to attain desirable goals such as improved 
wildlife habitat, increased timber production, and 
recreational trail development. 

Teachers and other educators look to DNR Forestry 
for materials and instructional methods that can be 
effectively used to help students understand the forest 
·environment and how it is intimately connected with 

their economic and social well-being and that of their 
communities. 

The DNR's A Strategic Conservation Agenda 2003-
2007 provides a suite of indicators and targets that 
help gauge progress on DNR's strategic priorities. The 
following two Conservation Agenda indicators and 
their targets are directly affected by this change item: 

• Indicator: Public involvement in DNR forestry 
education programs. 
> Target: Maintain involvement in DNR 

forestry education initiatives to ensure a 
knowledgeable public. 

• Indicator: Acres of private forest lands with Forest 
Stewardship Plans. 
> Target: Long-term target to have Forest 

Stewardship Plans on 50 percent (2.5 million 
acres) of non-industrial private forest land. 

A surcharge on state forestry nursery stock is a method 
that other states such as Wisconsin have used to 
provide a stable source of funding for specific 
programs. DNR will monitor whether the additional 
surcharge discourages some landowners from buying 
tree seedlings from state forest nurseries. DNR 
anticipates that the targeted use of surcharge revenues 
for public education and technical assistance will be 
seen as a direct benefit to private landowners and 
offset the effects of the marginally higher cost of state 
forest nursery tree seedlings. 

For further information contact: 
Bob Tomlinson, Assistant Director 
DNR Division of Forestry 
(651) 296-4495 
bob.tomlinson@dm.state.mn.us 

January 25, 2005 



1.0/22/04 [REVISOR ] EB/MP 05-0193 

Senators Bakk and Sams introd:uced--

S.F. No. 710: Referred to the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources. 

1 A bill for an act 

2· relating to natural resources; establishing a 
3 surcharge on tree seedlings; appropriating money; 
4 ·amending Minnesota .Statutes 2004, section 89.37, by 
5 adding a subdivision. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

7 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 89.37, is 

8 amended by adding a subdivision to· read: 

9 Subd. 4a •. [SURCHARGE.] For tree-seedlings sold according 

10 to this section, the commissioner may assess a 2.5 cent 

11 surcharge on each tree seedling. All surcharges collected under 

12 this subdivision shall be deposited in the state treasury and 

13 credited to the forest nursery account and are an-nually 

14 appropriated to the commissioner for the purpose of forestry 

15 education and technical assistance. 

1 



11/09/04 [REVISOR ] RR/DD 05-0412 

Senators Lourey' Murphy and Moua introduced-· 

S.F. No. 181: Referred to the Committee on Transportation. 

l A bill for an act 

2 relating to Carlton County; dedicating Biauswah Bridge 
3 over the St. Louis River and Roussain Cemetery in Jay 
4 Cooke State Park in Carlton County; amending Minnesota 
5 Statutes 2004, section 161.14, by adding a subdivision. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

7 Section l. Minnesota Statutes 2004, section 161.14, is 

8 amended by adding a subdivision to read: 

9 Subd. 51. [BIAUSWAH BRIDGE.] The bridge over the St. Louis 

10 River that is part of Legislative Route ·No. 185, marked as Trunk 

11 Highway 23 on the effective date of this section, is named and 

12 designated "Biauswah Bridge." Aft~r consulting with the Fond du 

13 Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, the commissioner of 

14 transportation shall adopt a suitable marking design to 

15 memorialize this bridge and shall erect the appropriate signs, 

16 subject to section 161.139. 

17 Sec. 2. [ROUSSAIN CEMETERY; CARLTON COUNTY.] 

18 On agreement of the Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 

19 Chippewa and the city of Duluth, the commissioner of natural -

20 resources shall name and dedicate the cemetery in Jay Cooke 

21 State Park on land leased to the band by the city of Duluth as 

22 "Roussain Cemetery." Aft~r consulting with the Fond du Lac Band 

23 and the city of Duluth, the commissioner shall adopt a suitable 

24 marking design to memorialize the cemetery and erect the 

25 appropriate signs or memorials on assurance of the availability 

Section 2 1 



11/09/04 [REVISOR ] · RR/DD 05-0412 

1 of funds from nonstate sources sufficient to pay all costs 

2 related to designing, erecting, and preserving the signs or 

3 memorials. 

2 



02/01/05 [COUNSEL ] CEB SCS0181A-1 

1 Senator ..... moves to amend S.F. No. 181 as follows: 

2 Page 1, line 12, delete the period, and before "After" 

3 insert "in honor of all Native American veterans." 

4 Page 1, line 17, delete"; CARLTON COUNTY" 

5 Page 1, lines 20 and 21, delete "in Jay Cooke State Park" 

6 and insert "within the city limits of Duluth" 

7 Amend the title as follows: 

8 Page 1, line 2, delete "Carlton" and insert "St. Louis" 

9 Page 1, lines 3 and 4, delete "Jay Cooke State Park in 

10 Carlton" and insert "St. Louis" 

1 



£'·· 

SAM SOLON 
Senator 7th DiStrict 
2820 West 15th Street 
Duluth, Minnesota 55806 
Phone: (218) 727-3997 
and · 
Room 303 State Capitol 

· 75 ConstitutiOn Avenue · 
St. Paw~ MN 55155-1606 
Phone: (612) 296-4188 
Fax: (612) 296-6511 
E-Mail: sen.s.am.solon@senate.leg.state.mn.us 

To \VhollJ. i~. May Concern: 

en.ate 
State of l\1innesota 

~· ... 

Please accept Mr. Greg Price's efforts. of continually assisting our U.S. Veterans and Native 
Alpercian h~ritages. 11f ~ Price is ~ constituent of mine, whom I have witne~sed accomplish 
many great things throughout his years in N orthem Minnefota. A recent accomplishment was a 
memorial o.n Minnesota State High\vay 23 for World War II Veterans. 

His ~atest project involves the participation of others, specifically, the blues musicians who have 
· ·inspired and influenced Greg over the years. I am happy to help in his latest challenge of 

combining his l~ve for the blues with his dedication to the Native American Veterans apd their 
herltage. His goal is to finalize the naming of the "BI-A US-WAH" bridge and also establish a 
Native American Veterans Memorial. · 

... .. 
The proposed title of a compact disc called "Blues for the First Af?ericans" will be a historic 
collection of blues musicians \Vho, by recording this album, will al.so be sharing their support for 
the Native Amercian culture~ The proceeds will go towards establishing a well deserved fund ~o 
assist in the creation of this Native American Veterans memorial. . ;~ 

It is my hope that everyone can work together in making this project a success. By doing so, we 
will be adding another chapter to our efforts of improving our communities by observing, 
resepecting, and honoring the vast array of cultures that make our. country what it is today. 

Sincerely, 

.A·· .. 
~~ 

Sam G. Solon. 
State Senator 

SGS:pgs 

COM:MiITEES: Chairman~ Commerce Committe.e • Children, Fa~ilies and Learning • Health and 
Family Security • Rules. and Administration Committee • Higher Edueation Budget Division • 

Health an.d Family Security Budget Divisio.n • State Governm~nt Finance Committee 
... ~ 



JAMES l. OBERSTAR DISTRICT OFFICES: 

) 8TH DISTRICT, MINNESOTA 

2365 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-2308 

(202) 225-6211 
FAX: (202) .225-0699 

www.house.gov/oberstar 
<tonyrrss of the ~nitcd ~tares 

BRAINERD CITY HALL 
501 LAUREL STREET 

BRAINERD, MN 56401-
·(218) 8W-4400 

CHISHOLM CITY HALL . 
316 LAKE STREET ,. 

· RANKING DEMOCRAT: l}{ousr of lllcprrsrntatiors · . CHISHOLM, MN 55719 
. (21?) 254-5761 

COMMITIEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE 1.ll1Jashinyton, f)<t 20515-2;os 

August 17, 2004 

z~;~. F.E~ERAL BuiLDING 
DULUTH, MN 55802 

(218) 727-7474 

38625 14TH AVENUE 
SUITE 300B 

NORTH BRANCH, MN 55056 
(651) 277-1234 

Mr. G~eg Price 
10879 Co:untyRd. 41 . . 

Willow River, Minnesota 55795 •: . 

. :·;: .. •. ~;·;:~< .. >:~~(/ 
Dear Mr. Price: ~ '. ~:~~~~W·' . ·~· 

. : }''::~bt?\ 
.~~-·--·•'-'·:·· · ·--:_;;-··--Tha11kyou-fm visitirrg-myBuiuth-I3istrictBffrce regarding-the-dedication of.-tl1eiiJ1i.~g~ll~~~g;.;;, 

. ,~pans the St Louis River on Highway 23. After receiving your very thorough file on the histbfy~~f.\:~.·,. ~ · 

. Jl)is. project to honor both Ojibwe leader Bi-aus-wah and Native AmericanVeterans, I contacted'the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation. 

II1 accordarice with Minnesota statutes 161.14 and 161.139, Minnesota State law now 
req:9-}r.es an act of the'..Milll?-esota legislature for naming of roads and bridges. Such an act must · 
. indug~ .provisions for all necessary funds to accomplish the naming, signage, and vehicle and 
pedestrian access to any iri.st~lled memorial signage. . , 

I win be pleased to help further with this effort, but let ine advise you that the support of the 
Fond du Lac Re,?ervation Business Council will he important in gaining backing of the area 
legislators. · 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
James L.' Oberstar, M.C 

JLO/ind 
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D·U·L·U·T·H 

CITY OF DULUTH 
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
411 West First Street, Room 403 
Ouluth, Minnesota 55802-1199 

218/730-5230 218/730-5924 FAX 
hbergson@ci.duluth.mn.us 

HERB W: BERGSON 
· l'Aayor 

March 1, 2004 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is confirmation of my appointment of Greg Price to represent the.City of Duluth 
in soliciting funds for the sole purpose of establishing memorial status of the Highway 23 
bridge in the community of Fond du Lac. 

The memoriai would honor veterans of all wars in which native Americans participated. 
Special recognition would be given to the hero, Chief Bi-:Aus-Wah, who distinguished 
himself in sacrificing his life to save his son from torture and death. The bridge is to be -
named in his honor, and a large replica of an arrowhead of rock obtained (tentatively from 
Spirit Mountain) to be enshrined at the east end of the bridge. It will have an attached 
plaque factually detailing Chief Bi-Aus-Wah's heroic deed. 

Al(money rai:~ed for this project will be deposited in a designated ·account under the 
exclusive control of the Reservation Business Committee, Fond du Lac Reservation. 
Checks will be made out to: 

Bi-Aus-Wah Bridge Memorial 
· c/o Fond du ~ac Reservation Business Committee 
1720 Big Lake Road 
Cloquet, MN 55720 

None of the accrued funds will be paid to Greg Price, nor will there be any compensation 
by the City of Duluth for his time or expenses. 

~ncer_''YY, 

~ t.U. 

'·-· Herb W. Berg.son. 
MAYOR 

Citizens and Government working together to provide an environment in which 
our community can enhance its quality of life and continue to prosper 
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. , . '''I"lie weather"is good her€! md~t of 1~·e year. 13iaswau l\,iade His 
,W,~.¢.~·· it gets coM.·in_ . Il1iCi~winter, th~re are . ·· 

· 'ple?t:r. sf ~he_ltered s·pois~ ~nd:~ai(.scirts. of dry Home at Fond· 
'YP?4 is rn_ore·eas~lyf9tind here thCi1i-·ersewhere. . . . du Lac. 

. :~~r.~ are. w~ite birch· trees·. f~r l)a .. rlc .. more ; I~dhm~, anci · plo~~ers or mty and 

·prent~l' \Vh~re Ao.. -t~e.::~ir_ds h~i"~-.s<?ft~( f ~ath- ;sixty ye~r.~ ·ago .ney~r wearied or teu
e .. r .. s and w.h.ere do ... th . · I h ·' ... h · . ing about old Fond du Lac, and. ···.·· .·.· .. · .. ·'.· e.a· .. n_J-mas_ ,_ave.r .. 1c .. er.and ·· · · · · · · among their stories, .. and legends was· _w_ariiie~ · fursJ:.-.!: -~ouif n9t· liv~ nor be con- one a})ou't Chier Bi~~\...au, who ·at one 

}erifed ··fo~_~ny··othe.r·.piac~: ;- :·· . °.. . .... ·· .. time made Fond db: Lac his home. 
"I , ... • ... . . . . ' . Biaswau was a ak1lled warrior in .. 

..• :·,::~·t •5 
.. g.r~n~ _here~ ,}f qne ·gqes .to th~ .Jia~t, whose roouteps vlc:~ory always :!ol~ 

h, e ___ sa_ .Il.s_.Pn ".the ·~r~at· J~ke fo .. r .. _da_ys,· .~af .... e· .. from lowed. · He had co~_e to the Fond du 
· Lac v111age :from· t.a:i: Pointe when a j~l,5i~n~e"r, s_ee!ng _n.~~,. hmds and enjoying .the smau boy and ~s; the son 01 an 

.. fr~:~ a1_r. lf one goes. \Vest he. COn-;es to a In~l:n ;~e! a~~~s~::i~;h~a~e~:a~~~
great rive~. a11.~ )10 .. ~ri~J: 9f. l.ake.s. full 'of ric~, braves i~ forays_ against -the Sioux, 

h f h • · · who remained In Minnesota territory, 5°' muc_ o t at nee that people don't care for and his valor In bathe was connected 
!~· J~ ~c- goes farther west he gets out. of the In tepee narratton5.~ith an Incident 

forest .and to ·a-~ig·prai·;i~.-~h~;e --h~~d;· ~TI;;{_ ~.c~~~~~~ ~~~~ h:ro'in~ :et~1;r:t1~:Y·to 
fa!,o ro"am. ;.. . . :: .· . . ... \. g~neratlon, the stOry concerned his 

"If · •· · ··' · ' · • · · capture by the Odugamies (Foxes) o! 
: . _one. goes sou)h. he fin~s ,a ·hundred Wlsconshl with another Indian. Hls 

st~~ .. am~.-·~• .. f.µJI of_. b_.·eavers a·nd some kinds ofgood father was not captured, but followed 
I f upon tile tran of jiie marauders to ~wa J JS~ t~af..<:Ion't "g~ into the l~ke. There their homes: Atterth·e other prisoner 

a_r~,,,~g:~~d o(p1ap~e·tre~s·for sapi and ma~y ba.~~:rin fh~t·;~::;i~;h;asato~o~:~~ 
sw~~t. frmts th.a~ yiay~ :; . · . · ·• : . · forward and bis do9m was to run 

.. : ....... '.' .. _I_ ..... f. cm .. e. goes n'orth he see~ moos·e -~Im.osf as backward and :torvrard on a long pile 
o! burning :fagots . u.~tu he died. . . easJ':}~_get ·as: b_uff~lct:. There are bea"vers':-:up · '"None ·but a ·pa.rent -can fully 

th~.r.~}bq, and other.game in· plentj~ ·There ;:::i1~~ ;~:. ~:~~::h~~~b~~~~~-
:~e. ~~1:-~!"good ·spots·. ~or· safrcampsf. So.:th. is tain··as he recogniz~ his only· rur-
is~_Jh_e· tenter of all good. things .. r5e>{rit>t"f ·= • . vh·ing:. chnd was . about to undergo 
111f:1~ff~Y·:!e' !L'~:?~!f !~. i ~~i!~,,?t tiillt.7. '·~.:: ::::.:~~~~~°' reocu. 

him, but the brave}ather determ.Ined 
to. die !or or with ,Jils son and as the 
cruel Foxes were L;<in the point of 
setting· nre to the l:ieap or dry :fagots, 
·they we're. surprU;e4'~o see the Ojibway 
chle! step proudly) and boldly into 
their. midst and ad_-.:~.f.·.:_,_:~·reas them as :fol-lows·: ... 
:'·" ..... My 'little son, wliom you ti-re about 
to. burn with flre.·:~has seen but :few 
·winters. His· tend~-r~ :feet have never 
trodden ·the war pifth. He has never 
injured you. But::_.the hairs of my 
head are white with many winters 
and over the grav~ or my relatives 
l ha-ye htmg .II1a:ny~·:scalps. My death 

r11~11 it~Ji:;;.~ 
1ea8ei(ii1&· ~oli;J;ilddfog him to depart, 
aiid th~1ffrrirned :ihe :father to death." 

New!) · tribune · 10·1a/33 
" . 0 gima B.iaaswa . . 

It is planne.d to name. the fine .log cabin at 
Chambers· Park-=-"Bi-aus-wah House." This 
is most appropriate. 

0 

!he. rugged, s~}i~ and I 
handsome stn,icture might be named B1-aus
wah's Wig-i.:.wam," . which mean~ the same 

, ·thing:. • This n~me is . gi~en i?, memory of j 
Ogima Biauswah or Chief. B1auswah, who 

1 

lived at Fond du L~c about \~o hundrc;d years 
ago. . 

His name, his history and his achievements 
are legendary:_'in every_ ~hippewa wigwam. The 
time of his activities is blurred, but be.fore long 
the antiquarians may ~gree about it. The best • 
opinion· is that it was-~ fe~ decades . before 
Da,niel Greysolo~, Sieur Du Lhut, came .. ~~_!..h.eJ:. 

. . B·i-a us-\.vah was well known .on Chequame-

. gon bay where he.w"!s· ~orn, at ~ur Fonc{ du Lac 
,~here he lived most of his-active life, up and 

· ·<lO\·\'.n the Mi~s-is~fppi wher~ he led his warriors 
against the Siou~ :and where.h~ C$tablished vil
lages. after driving out his enemies, all along 
both shores of Lake Superior, and far north 
to· the Canadia~. lakes. . . 

When. he was. a s~all boy he was a prisoner 
to the Odugam_ies of Central Wisconsin. • His 
father, whose name he took, most nobly }?ought 
·iif5-ri-·~e.<ro·m~y .gf;f~i--h"fffise.1£ ... ili1,-:a-·su~·;titute 
to ··torture. ~ .. Later, grown· to manhood, 
Biauswah warred ~upon the .Odugamies and 
destroyed them·. He lo~ed, won, anq µiarried 
a Chippewa girl w.hose home was at Nag-a9-ji
wan-ang, which is Chippewa for Fond _du Lac. 
and he made his· hb·ihe. there with her. He 1ived 
there. very long, became chief, and thence lee 
his ·people in th~if ~ndless wats 

0 

against tlH 
Sioux, who then held the upper Mississippi 
He helped drive the Sioux to the prairies. 

He was ·a mighty. warrior. When age crep1 
upon· him he; became a -civil and peace· chief 
For his place as war chief he selected Ke-che 
waub-ish-ash; a doughty fight.er who fell in bat 
tle ·far down on the Mississippi: at Elk river 
covered with .. the scars of a hundred fights. 

Biauswah die·d when ve.ry old "at Fond dt 
Lac ~illag.e:, beloved and honored by ehr; 
c·hipp~wa. within five hundred miles.. Evc1 
the Sioux' honored him ·while they f cared him 
His name will be. rightiy inscribed over th 
door of the palatial log cabin in the park a 
Fond du Lac at the western end of _the city. 



·---~. ~~d.~~. ~~ .. ~~~~~~.~;7· : ,~~ ~~~~~;~~~~rr: 

".(,'. ;· : '..~' '. .: . . hiiJ. ;~;i'l•.)J' r.~,. >~· «•1i·i!IfiZ:~ i~' ·~ ~5'; I;:.~;; .h~ ~; '{ .. , 
, By Susan Stanich ;. •· r ... ·~ 
News-Tribune ~taff writer~ J.9; ICfig,, 

The bridge crossing the St. Louis River ! . 

from Duluth's Fond du Lac neighborhood is a. 
.. I I ce" •:';'Ii: ~';'(;,~\.1< t~ .. \ · ' 1 • popu ar pa . ""·'~ ~ r, .... , ...... ~. 1• ·!. . i . · . 
Anglers settle under it to cast for walleyes •. · 

Daring swimmers jump off it. Canoeists glide· 
under it, hooting into the echoing recesses.of 
the looming concrete. Teen-agers climb in
side it, scaring bats away. Motorists, horse . 
riders;bicyclists and joggers use it in a more 
conventional way .. , · ! ·. 

It's not likely t.hat. any of them know its . 
name.' · :: .· .'." :. · \: · · 

Neither, apparently; does officialdom: Ai
though this gateway to th~ Veterans Ever- · 
green Memorial Highway is known officially· i 
as Bridge No. 6910, its actual name appears to . 
be Biauswah Bri.dge.'At least, that's what 
two lawmakers,.two city.councils,.two coun
ty boards and several.veterans' <?rgan'iZations 
agreed to call it in the late 1980s .. ' · '. ·· · 

Biauswah, born' in 1690,'. was a Chippewa 
war chief who, from his home base near 
where the bridge now stands, mobilized 
thousands of fighters to expand Chippewa 
territory to the Aitkin and Mille"Lacs areas. 

He's the first veteran in recorded history in 
the area, and his war-chief father, also:· · 
named Biauswah, had given himf!elf up.to ·. 
free hi$ young .son 'from the enemy. So the. · 
hame seemed an honorable one to bestow on 
this veterans' highway bridge. ·; ' .. · . 

William Houle, a veteran and the former,. 
chairman of Fond du Lac Reservation,· and 

.. ; :· .: ... ·. '., B b·K· /N T "b 
. ·' .. ""'" . . , · · . .~ mg~ ~'II!'~-.. ~.• u~e 

Bridge No. 6910, which spans the St. Louis River near Duluth's.Fond du Lac,· 
borhood, could someday bear the .name of .Chippewa war, chief ~l~u~~a~ if , ;. 

)o name the bridge are ~eviv~d~ ·... ·.:.'.:·.. ... .'>: . ; . ; .. ·; .. '·'.'.< · .', ·:.· .,.·2r; ........ :; ... ,., • ·:r-;~s· 
tr.ibes and.of .all wars, including t'hose whose· Am Vets; Am Vets Post 27; West Duluth .,= :~· 
riations fought against the federal govern- American Legion Post 71; and VFW Post.137. · 
ment- could be honored in naming the The VFW Eighth District sent a letter of sup-
bridge for Biauswah. port. The Minnesota Department of Trans-

Sen. Florian Chmielewski, DFL-Sturgeon portation offered its help and suggested the . 
Lake, picked up the ball, and resolutions sup- ·next steps, such as se~uring ~site for the;'·. 
porting the measure were passed by the Du· plaque. · · I · .i :,. ... .. •· · .·: · 

luth and Superior city councils; the Douglas 
and St. Louis county boards; Minnesota Please see.Brid~~~· back page 

- Greg Price; formerly of Wrenshall and an ad
vocate-activist to dedicate Minnesota High- "· 
way 23 to veterans, got the ball rolling in ear-. 
.JyJ986. Both felt Indian veterans - ·of all -Bf id.; f.'e::.it\_v_. o-. u-1 a-. h___.....o,~n-o-f:----a-11-.1-n-.d-ia-n~·.v-e-te_r_an-·., s-.-·:":',-: .:~f-~·: 

• . ~ ... i ••. : • r.~.:'·.:·J' .. ·'"'.1 1 . · . . • ."' •• · :·.: . • ·: !'J·\·:; ....... •• ,.,~:,, -,i :,.,·.··•:: ~~.!f.),·, .. lt.t:1 .. 

F~~.'J.'.!'!!/.~1~ ~· ~;·;~ / • ;-, ·•·· .; · " , " · jur~~~ ~~~~Y~~~~~~~T~~o~~~~;:S i;.." • · ~~~~~~:~:~e~:~:!~~[ ~J;,ei;;~~~~::= S,i; 
, , B~t· ;~·~·~·dn·e·h~d·t~ ~~r~y th~ ball fu~ther·. ·. And President Bush has named 1992 the Year. and historic background are sent to the d~.-~ 

and Houle left o~f~ce in 198,~. ~R ~~~bridge :~ of the American .Indian, partly because ~ .. ·t; " . . ·. partment .. And the agency ~uts up a sia · · 
~eyer got.a.n om.~1.al nawe.·:~·-=·r:,,·=r~~f · "·~i;, .· ~ ..... "American Indians have served in all wars.;: . ~.: But the value in naming a bridge usu. 

"It probably'got mixed. in the shuffle,'.~;saict · ..... often serving in gr~ate~ J1µ~ber~ than U~e ·· .. ,, fo spreading the word about'why !.~~,, .. 
Duluth City.Councilor M~ George·Downs:, ·.·!·. :. population as a wholeJ'··":": :." 1, ·~·. ·. · . .' ·i·· :· .. ; .. ;·;,: .. name, Bray said. F.or that, a hlstQr'L ... 

. "Everybody exp~s~~ ~~µ:i~~dy ~ls~·t~:fol~ow ·. · "So this isthe year to make it happen," · " ... : and deditation ceremonies ar~xT~~;.:." 
through on it.".·)~~?~.;';!'.·~;-:::.·· ">-:·~·;t.';)':.~~- F:·~· · .::·,•·,: Ojibway said. "Fond du Lac is the only Amer-/· ·can be expensive, because it~.··- · · 

Current Fond du Lac Chairman Robert,, ~~!~ .. ican Indian governing ~dy i.!J th~ area, SQ .. YJ.e ~.room.for cars to.puffoff·t~, · 
, Peacoc~ agreed. f"hei<;lea got lost in the.heatX.~ ::J ·should do it." , · ·"·· "' ,, ..... i ·li',; · : • W :;H~·A; torists·can read the plaqu 

of mqr~. p~~.ss~.!lg go,v~rpgi~I)t~J 1!1.atters,'he·#~~~: >·1 ~ , .. ! Ojibway said he will propose his plan to'\:\ ·::.~~:::¥i·~L"Obviously, there's~i,~ 
· said) 1;~,~.?:ii5.~::~h·~::..i~.~;U.~t··' J~./ ···~i'!~fiZ.i\~~~:i\?1 .. · ..• ;•:::· · ~· ; \Fond du Lac officials on Thu:r:sday. at their .. ..:.. ~y;; Chambers Grove Par_ ~,-~ 

In the.nieantime; ~wo things occurred that''.': ... regular meeting. " · ·. . .;" ·; ·,{:,~.).\ .... ' '·f.. ~ .. · ·;?~~·.~;would have to have·c · 
prompted a.Fond du Lac Reservation member. · J'here are two ways to name a bridge, said :'·:city of Duluth, becaus · 
to reviv.e the matter: the Persian Gulf war· · .. : John Bray, a Duluth-based spokesman for the .... ,. .. and that hasn't happe 
and the 500th anniv~r~ry 9f Cqlumbus sail• .. t' " ·Minnesota Department of Transportation. If,· ~· .. :;er had any correspo 
ing.t~ the.~me.ricas.:··"',,;;·" · .· ; · · ";· · '.". ,,. ..r. a simple, green-and-white highway sign is all Lac Reservation By. 



This is the Ojibway burial grounds before the railraod came through to Fond du Lac. Before the digging started, many of the graves 
:i were moved to the Roussain Graveyard)·'. · ·- .. =-·. 

The Gust and Martha Nelson house about 1900. 

MAY 56 

The Payton house and later the Shirley and Rav Plvs ho11i::A 

D.N.T. article from 3-27-1987 regarding the 
Fond du Lac graveyards: 

One was for whites, another for Christian 
Indians and the third for non-Christian 
Indians. When the railroad came into the 
area, it crosssed part of the old fur trading 
site, and the graves were moved to the 
Roussain Cemetery." 

Fond du Lac 
Yield_s Bones 
Of Old Redmen 

. ow-r -- 'l-2.7-1'137 
-~Li1ery· l'nd .mnn. in--prepar-
lng for the !ulure. have once again 
del\'ed into the mysteries ol the 

pa~t I 
, A c-rew, working on the nf'w road I 
'whirh ill bf'ing buill through Fond 

-n 
"'i. 
(> 

~ 

tJ"l. <. 
:; p 
~ 

!).. . ~ 

f iC 
r ~ f p. 
p 

" 
(J" ~ 

Y. ~ 
du ~,nc •. ye. stt>rdny unf'arlhed. an old I 
Indian gravt>~·ard. The remE'lf'ry is 
believed to be near I~· 200 yen rs old. 

OC sperinl inh•resl was n skt>le
lon which was wnippt•d In birch-,. 
bark and an 1111 lndinn blanket. 
The blankt•l, oC soft wnol"n ma
lE'rial, wall rt-marknbly well pre- ' 
s1•rvt>d. Almost inlact. it wall torn 
b.v ll slt>am :1lH>\'f'I wh"n 1l was 
unrarlhed. Bits of hin·h bark Wf're 
t>vident on ii. The skf'leton al:oo 
was broken by the force or the 
sho\"l'I. 

The grav('!I Wf'rf' found In be 
nnl_v twn In lhref' fc-et cfr<"p. Rtrc-h
bark had h<"<'n lhr only C'O\•c-nni: 
on the. bnd1rs. Among the borws 
found Y•'Stc-rday \\'<'!"<' four skulli;, 
one w11h shiny blark hair nn JI 
.John Richard! of Ely, operal1n;: 
lhe shov<'I. 1111~ar1hed the skulls, 
within a small nri•a. A muvlc-- J 

loading shotgun barn•! also -..ai;. 
~un~ j 

In 11 bank oC dirt bc•l\\"('f'n lhf' ' 
road and lht> ra11rna1 lrarks it l!I j 
h<>lie\'f'd that lh<'r<' ;irt> many. mnr•• 1 
~urh i:ra\'f's. In nnf' pnrt1t"ul11r spnl, 
11 has hf'<'ll i:a1d 1hrrf' are nt lt•ai:t ; 
30 Indians hunf'd. Thill hnnk prob-' 
ably will bc- dui: -~wa)· toda~-. I 

~ 
.2-

,... -
:s-
~ 



left: Winter scene of Jay Cooke Park, March, 1917. 
Above: A "Pause" on a portage in early '70s. 

Fond <i~u.... ~. 

Indian Cemeterv 
One of the better known historic sites in this area is the 

old Roussain Graveyard, otherwise known as the Fond du 
Lac Indian Cemetery. When the Lake Superior & 
Mississippi Railroad survey was made it was learned that 
the road bed would pass over the two graveyards at the 
trading post site. The Fond du Lac people who had loved 
ones buried there could not think of allowing the graves to 
be desecrated so they arranged to have the remains moved 
to another location. Francis Roussain, a former employee of 
the American Fur Company-had preempted land along the 
trail to Cloquet, a mile or so northwest of Fond du Lac and 
was improving it as a homestead. In order to properly take 
care of the remains of the deceased whites and Christian 
Indians in the trading post graveyard, he established one on 
his homestead. The trail was then improved to permit the 
use of ox teams and the bodies were moved to the new 
location. Although it was Mr. Roussain's intention that only 
whites and Christian Indians should be buried there, other 
interments were made and ·for many years a spirit house 
stood over one of the graves. The last burial was made in 
1918. 

Anyone familiar with the Dalles of the St. Louis River 
would be horrified to know that two half-breed boys actually 
descended this stretch of wild river in a birch bark canoe as 
a stunt. They started at the upper end of the Grand Portage 
and successfully negotiated the rapids, chutes and falls to 
the lower end. Here a large crowd had gathered. At this 
point the boys became less cautious and an accident 
occurred. ·The canoe capsized and one of the boys was 
drowned. 

In recent years it has come to light that a distinguished 
traveler went through Fond du Lac and the present Jay 
Cooke State Park. Count Ferdinand Von Zeppelin, of 
Germany, who came to the United States in 1867 as a 

military observer of the operations of the· United States 
Army made the trip in August of that year. He and two 
Russian companions with their Indian guide traveled over 
the route in a birch bark canoe. He drew a rough map which 
shows Lake Superior, Superior City, St. Louis River, 
Savanna Portage, Sandy Lake and the Mississippi River. 
Roussain graveyard (Indian cemetery) and how it appeared about. 1917. 
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grounds lie neglected in woods 
The weather-polished stones in 

the clearing read: John B., Died, 
Jan. 17, 1849, Aged, 7 years; and, 
Leas ... , Died, Dec. 28, 1847, 
Aged, 2 years, children of F. and 
S. Roussain. 

They herald the harshness of 
life on the Minnesota frontier. 

The narrow base of another 
marker is barely visible above the 
grass just eight feet away. The 
assumption is that it supported 
the obelisk of Frances Roussaln, 
once Indian agent at Fond du Lac. 

Vicki Brown, Bemidji, was 
shown the are.a in 1977. Then, the 
remains of a fence contained the 
burial grounds of Chippewa from 
the area, just outside the border 
of Roussain's property, she said. 

Rouss.ain dldn 't want any non
Christians buried on his property. 
Pictures taken as late as 1917 
show a Chippewa spirit house on 
the site just· off the Roussain 
"--omestead. , 

The remote spot is Duluth's 
.ost obscure park. There is a 

sign on an oak at the edge of the 
clearing which' warns· that the 
property belongs to the Duluth 
Park Department and people who 
vandalize the homestead site and 
cemetery will be prosecuted. · 

The sign is twisted, rusted and 
shot full of holes. 

There's not much interest in 
the site, although John Fritzen, in 
his history of Fond du Lac and 
Jay Cooke State Park, caUed it 
one of the most notable historic 
sites in the area. 

Brown said she's been unable 
to stir Interest from the Minneso
ta Historical Society. 

The site seems to have been 
forgotten by the city, although 
someone this year spent the time 
to dump a load of fill to prevent 
people from driving four-wheel
drf uc vehicles and c11rs into the 

· r clearing. 
.n Brown first saw the site, 

Steff ~ by Chertoe Cvrfte 

Gravestone of the Roussain children 

a picket fence still stood shakily. 
When she next saw it, the fence 
was· down and the wood stacked 
near the site. 

It's marked on the city's park 
maps, which designate it as "the 
old Indian cemetery" off 
Oldenber.g Drive through Jay 
Cooke State Park. 

Roussain lived in Fond du Lac 
near the John Jacob Astor trading 
P<?St. He had buried his children 
there when. in the 1860s, the 
Lake Superior & Mississippi 

Railroad surveyed its line. 
The railroad obtained rtght-of

way through the Fond du Lac 
cemetery where Roussain and 
other residents had buried their 
loved ones. Not wanting their 
graves desecrated. Roussain and 
the others moved the cemetery. 

Roussain took his family's re
mains up. the hill, opening the 
trail to his homestead to allow 
passage by ox cart. There, in 
what is now a· quiet woodland 
meadow, they rest. 

·~.---------------_.:·~\._~--· 
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Senator Betzold introduced--

S.F. No. 182: Referred to the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources. 

1 A bill for an act 

2 relating to state lands; authorizing transfer of 
3 certain property interests in Ramsey County. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE. LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

5 Section 1. [CONVE~ANCE OF STATE INTEREST IN REAL PROPERTY 

6 TO CITY OF MOUNDS VIEW.] 

7 (a) Notwiths~anding Minnesota Statutes, sections 16B.281, 

8 16B.282, 92.45, or any other law to the contrary, the 

9 commissioner of transportation shall convey to the city of 

10 Mounds View all right, title, and interest of the state of 

11 Minnesota created by corrective deed dated March 16, 1989, in 

12 the land located in Ramsey County, described as: 

13 That part of Tract A described below: 

14 Tract A: The South Half of the Northeast Quarter of 
15 Section 5, Township 30 North, Range 23 West, Ramsey County, 
16 Minnesota. 

17 Which lies southerly of a line run parallel with and distant 100 

18 feet southerly of Line 1 described below: 

19 Line 1: Beginning at a point on the north and south 
20 quarter line of said Section 5, distant 608.35 feet north 
21 of the center of said Section 5; thence run southeasterly 
22 at an angle of 71 degrees 10 minutes 29 seconds from said 
23 north and south quarter line (measured from south to east) 
24 for 447.07 feet; thence deflect to the left on a tangential 
25 curve having a radius of 3820.91 feet and a delta angle of 
26 10 degrees 56 minutes 13 seconds for 729.36 feet; thence on 
27 tangent to said curve for 934.98 feet; thence deflect to 
28 the right on a tangential curve having a radius of 636.29 
29 feet and a delta angle of 60 degrees 29 minutes 19 seconds 
30 for 671.75 feet and there terminating. 

31 Together with that part of Tract A hereinbefore described, which 

Section 1 1 
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1 lies northerly and westerly of the following described line: 

2 Commencing at the center of said Section 5; thence north on 
3 an azimuth of 359 degrees 23 minutes 10 seconds (azimuth 
4 oriented to Minnesota State Plane Coordinate System) along 
5 the north and south quarter line of said Section 5 for 
6 781.42. feet to the point of beginning of the line to be 
7 described; thence on an azimuth of 108 degrees 12 minutes 
8 41 seconds, 231.14 feet; thence on -an azimuth of 98 degrees 
9 27 minutes 03 seconds, 1486.78 feet; thence run . 

10 northeasterly for 447.16 feet on a nontangential curve,. 
11 concave to the northwest, having a radius of 720 feet, a 
12 delta angle of 35 degrees 35 minutes 02 seconds and a chord 
13 azimuth of 76 degrees 55 minutes 11 seconds; thence on an 
14 azimuth of 59 degrees 07 minutes 40 seconds, 192.89 feet; 
15 thence run northerly 398.14 feet on a nontangential curve, 
16 concave to the northwest, having a radius of 850 feet, a 
17 delta angle of 26 degrees 50 minutes 15 seconds and a chord 
18 azimuth of 29 degrees 26 minutes 05 seconds; thence on an 
19 azimuth of 16 degrees 00 minutes 57 seconds, 303.65 feet to 
20 the north line of said Tract A and there terminating; 

21 Containing 52.41 acres, more or less. 

22 (b) The conveyance shall be by quit claim deed without 

23 consideration in a form approved by the attorney general. 

24 (c) This property was acquired by the Department of 

25 Transportation for construction of a new portion of Trunk 

26 Highway No. 10 west of Interstate Highway 35W. The property was 

27 not needed for highway purposes. In 1988, the commissioner of 

28 transportation deeded the property to the city of Mounds View 

29 subject to a right of reverter~ The state of Minnesota and the 

30 Department of Transportation no longer need.the right of 

31 reverter. 
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[SENATEE ] mg SS0182SUB 

To: Senator Marty, Chair 

Committee on Environment and Natural Resources 

Senator Saxhaug, 

Chair of the Subcommittee on Public Lands and Waters, to 
which was ref erred 

S.F. No. 182: A bill for an act relating to state lands; 
authorizing transfer of certain property interests in Ramsey 
County. 

Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill 
do pass and be referred to the full committee. 

(Subcommitte,e' Char:) 

Ja~ary 31, 2005.~··············· 
(Date of Subcommittee action) 

1 
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1 Senator ..... moves to amend S.F. No. 182 as follows: 

2 Page 1, delete line 13 

3 Page 1, line 14, delete "Tract A:" 

4 Page 1, line 16, delete the period, and insert a semicolon 

5 Page 1, delete lines 17 to 30 

6 Page 1, line 31, delete everything before "which" 

7 Page 2, line 21, delete 11 52.41" and insert 11 40.41" 

1 
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Proposed Medtron Campus at the Bridges Golf Course 

Senate File 182 I House File 310 
Act Relating to Transferring Certain Interests in Real Property in Ramsey County to 

the City of Mounds View 

•!• The City of Mounds View owns 118.1 acres of land at the junction of State Highway 10 and Interstate 35W. 
(The land located within the yellow line shown on the attached map). This is divided between the developed portion of 
the Bridges Golf Course (72.2 acres, the former MnDOT & other acquired property) and the undeveloped portion 
(45.9 acres, the former SYSCO property on the west side). 

•!• In 1988, the City of Mounds View was able to acquire title to 52.41 acres of excess lands originally taken by the State of 
Minnesota for the State Highway 10 construction project connecting to I-35W. Approximately 40.4 acres are located 
north of State Hwy. 10; and 12.1 acres are located south of State Hwy 10 in Mounds View. 

•!• The 1988 legislation required that the property be transferred to the City without consideration, with the property 
being subject to the requirement that the property be used for a public purpose or title would revert back to the State 
of Minnesota. The City first received a deed in 1989 that contained the "public purpose" deed restriction. 

•!• During 1994 the golf course was constructed on the 72 acres of land north of State Highway 10 controlled by the City. 
The current debt related to the golf course is about $4,150,000. 

•!• In the Fall of 2004 Medtronic began working with the City regarding the redevelopment of the property for a proposed 
corporate office development. The campus would be used by the Company's largest division, Cardiac Rhythm 
Management (CRM) for research and development activities. 

•!• The first phase of the Medtronic campus would involve the construction of 820,000 sq. ft. of office space in several 
buildings and would entail an investment of $65 million in new facilities. Employment during the first phase is 
projected to reach 3,300 employees. Ultimately, the Medtronic campus at the Bridges could reach between 1.5 million 
and 2.0 million sq. ft. of office space and upwards of 6,000 employees. 

•!• The Medtronic development, which would be the Company's largest facility in the world, will not move forward with 
the City if the public purpose or reverter clause is not removed from the title. 

•!• Medtronic has indicated that it wishes to begin site preparation activities in September of 2005. This schedule requires 
prompt review and approval of the project by federal, state, and local agencies. 

•!• Senate File 182 is among the most important actions necessary for this project to move forward. The City of Mounds 
View is seeking to have the "public purpose" deed restriction removed at the earliest possible time. 
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Senators Tomassoni, Bakk and Ruud introduced--

S.F. No. 418: Referred to the Committee on Environment and Natural Resources. 

1 A bill for an act 

2 relating to public lands; authorizing alternative 
3 investments of county environmental trust fund 
4 deposits; amending Laws 1998, chapter 389, article 16, 
5 section 31, subdivision 4, as amended. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 

7 Section 1. Laws ·1998, chapter 389, article 16, section 31, 

8 subdivision 4, as amended by Laws 1999, chapter 180, section 3, 

9 and Laws 2001, chapter 164, section 5, is amended to read: 

10 Subd. 4. [COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST FUND.] 

11 Notwithstanding the provisions of Minnesota Statutes, chapter 

12 282, and any other law relating to the apportionment of proceeds 

13 from the sale of tax-forfeited land, and except as otherwise 

14 provided in this section, a county board must deposit the money 

15 received from the sale of land under subdivision 3 into an 

16 environmental trust fund established by the county under this 

17 subdivision. The county board may: {l) deposit part or all of 

18 the environmental trust fund money as provided in Minnesota 

19 Statutes, chapter 118A; (2) invest part or.all of the money in 

20 investment instruments listed in Minnesota Statutes, section 

21 llA.24, subdivisions 1 to 5, under the control of the county 

22 board; or {3) enter into an agreement with the State Board of 

23 Investment to invest all or part of the money in investments 

24 under Minnesota Statutes, section llA.24, subdivisions 1 to 5, 

25 on behalf of the county. The following may be withheld by a 

Section 1 1 
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1 county board and are not required to be deposited into an 

2 environmental trust fund: the costs of appraisal, abstracts, 

3 and surveys; money received from a sale which is attributable to 

4 land owned by a county in.fee; amounts paid to lessees for 

5 improvements; amounts paid to acquire land which is included in 

6 a county plan for exchange and is conveyed to the state in the 

7 exchange, including the purchase price, appraisal, abstract, 

8 survey, and closing costs; and the costs of sale to lessees or 

9 other parties, including the costs of advertising, realtors, and 

10 closing services. If the proceeds from the sale of 

11 tax-forfeited land in a county ±8 are $250,000 or more, the 

12 pf±fte±pax-£fom-the-8axe-0£-the-raftd-may-ftot-be-expeftded1 the 

13 amount the county may spend from the fund each calendar year may 

14 not exceed 5-1/2 percent of the market value of the fund on 

15 January 1-of the preceding calendar year, and the county board 

16 may spend ±fttefe8t-eBffted-oft-the-pf±fte±par money from the fund 

17 only for purposes related to the improvement of natural 

18 resources. To the extent money received from the sale is 

19 attributable to tax~forfeited land from another county, the 

20 money must be deposited in an environmental trust fund 

21 established under this section by that county board. 

22 [EFFECTIVE DATE.] This section is effective the day 

23 following final enactment. 

2 
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1 To: Senator Marty, Chair 

2 Committee on Environment and Natural Resources 

3 Senator Saxhaug, 

4 Chair of the Subcommittee on Public Lands and Waters, to 
5 which was ref erred 

6 S.F. No. 418: A bill for an act relating to public lands; 
7 authorizing alternative investments of county environmental 
8 trust fund deposits; amending Laws 1998, chapter 389, article 
9 16, section 31, subdivision 4, as amended. 

10 Reports the same back with the recommendation that the bill 
11 do pass and be referred to the full committee. 

12 ,,,...--·--
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