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The Conservation Agenda includes over 75 interlinked indicators and conservation 
targets. Together they will help us measure progress as we work with partners to 
accomplish our mission. 

The Big Picture 
What can we do to ensure that Minnesota's rich natural resources remain healthy and 
abundant for future generations? A Strategic Conservation Agenda 2003-2007 outlines 
specific, measurable outcomes and actions that will allow us to enjoy the benefits of our 
natural resources today while protecting them for tomorrow. 

To help manage for multiple outcomes, we've grouped over 75 specific indicators and 
targets into six pe1formance areas: Natural Lands, Fisheries and Wildlife, Waters and 
Watersheds, Forests, Outdoor Recreation, and Natural Resources Education. But as we 
address them, remember that nature is not so easily pigeonholed. The indicators and targets 
are interlinked, both within and among pe1formance areas. Working to achieve one without 
considering the others makes about as much sense as taking a fishing trip with bait and a 
boat but no hook, line, or reel. Each is interconnected and reliant on others for successful 
conservation. 

Integrated Management 
Pursuing multiple conservation objectives requires integrated resource management. That 
means our efforts must interact and reinforce each other, just as natural resources do. In 
the case of the Conservation Agenda it means addressing indicators together, rather than 
independently, and recognizing the trade-offs and connections among them. And it means 
working with partners to accomplish our mission. 

In some cases, progress in one area means progress in another. For example, efforts that 
seek to meet our target of no-net-loss of wetlands can help us meet targets related to duck 
harvest, flood damage reduction, and frog and toad populations. 

In other cases, progress in one area may conflict with another area. For example, enhancing 
opportunities for motorized recreation can impact silent sports. Either way, integrated 
resource management means paying attention to how management activities intended to 
achieve specific targets also affect other conservation values. 

(over) 

A strategic conservation Agenda 2003-2007 is available in 
full text on the DNR web site at: 

www. d rn irostate. mm. UJJS/ coU'"llseirvatoornagernda/ o rndex. hltm~ 
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Seeing Connections 
Consider the Conservation Agenda's Forests section. Several indicators address key forest attributes such as extent, age, 
and type. These indicators directly influence not only the type and quantity of timber available for harvest (and hence the 
economic health of the forest products industry) but also affect goals in the agenda's other pe1formance areas. For example: 

0 The Conservation Agenda's wildlife targets include increasing the average annual grouse harvest to 650,000 birds. 
Grouse rely on aspen, one of the first tree species to grow after a major disturbance, such as timber harvest. By harvest; 
appropriately, we can meet the timber target and simultaneously ensure adequate habitat for ruffed grouse. 

0 A variety of animals, including lynx, fishers, pine martens, and northern goshawks, need forests that include large patches 
of mature trees. Thus, the Conservation Agenda's target for maintaining old-growth forest and extended rotation forests 
can also contribute to achieving the target of fewer species moved to endangered status. 

° Forests help keep water clean by regulating overland and subsmface flows. Thus, targets for maintaining and increasing 
forest cover are strongly linked to water-quality targets. For example, enrolling private forestlands in forest stewardship 
plans helps enhance water quality by helping to protect watersheds. 

Interlinked Resources, Integrated Solutions 
The bottom line is that none of the Conservation Agenda's targets can be pursued- or achieved- in a vacuum. As we make 
progress toward one, we will, intentionally or not, influence progress toward others. The challenge-and, ultimately, the 
reward-will lie in seeing and embracing the links and anticipating and minimizing negative impacts as we work with 
partners and fulfill our mission "to work with citizens to conserve and manage the state's natural resources, to provide 
outdoor recreation opportunities, and to provide for commercial uses of natural resources in a way that creates a sustainable 
quality of life." 

River health Timber 
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Our natural resources ore interconnected. Improving resource conservation indicators in one performance area affects indicators in other 
areas as well. 



Gene Merriam, Commissioner 

Senate Environment and Natural Resources 
Policy Committee 
January 26, 2005 
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• DNR's Conservation Agenda 
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We work with the citizens of Minnesota to: 

opportunities; and 

of natural resources; 

in ways that create a sustainable quality of life. 

LEGEND 

!CJ DNR Geographic Regions 
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"Manage for Results ... Develop challenging indicators 

and benchmarks for all levels of government, measure 

results, and use the outcomes to guide decisions and 

direct our work" 

-- Governor Pawlenty, January 2003 

1st edition- March 2004 

7 

2nd edition- coming February 2005 

Uses a succinct set of 85 
indicators and targets to: 

1. Clearly state department-level 
priorities in specific and 
measurable terms 

2. Measure progress and 
document conservation results 

3. Clarify expectations with 
citizens and stakeholders 
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Report Structure and Contents 

Vision, challenges, and indicators 
in six performance areas: 

• Fish and Wildlife 

• Forests 

• Waters and Watersheds 

• Natural Lands 

• Outdoor Recreation 

• Natural Resources Stewardship Education 

• Great fishing, hunting, and wildlife viewing 
opportunities 

• Stable and healthy fish and wildlife 
populations and high quality habitat to 
support them 

• Strong conservation partnerships and a 
strong stewardship ethic in Minnesota 
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• Fisheries I angler satisfaction 

• Wildlife I hunter satisfaction 

• Nongame wildlife I wildlife observation 

• Fish and wildlife enforcement 

~ 30.00 

~ 25.00 . 

~ 20.00 

~ 15 00 

0.00 .. 

Examples follow ... 

Red Lake Walleye Restoration 

~~~4~~~~4~~~4-~~~~~ 

Indicator: Red Lake walleye biomass 

areas 

Target: Achieve a self-sustaining walleye fishery that 
supports a thriving sport fishery in May 2006 
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Challenges: Historic habitat loss and wildlife declines 

Circa 1844 50 mi2 of Jackson Comtily source: usrw: 

Prairie Wetland Complexes 

'--"T'\--- -· lJf~-: 
' /~~irie pothole region: 

' 12 remaining high-quality 
prairie wetland complexes. 
Circled area contains 11 
complexes. 

Indicator: Number of high-quality prairie wetland complexes 

Increase the number of high-quality prairie 
wetland complexes through wetland and 

Target: 

13 

grassland restorations 
14 
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Ruffed Grouse 

19 20 1930 19~0 1950 1960 197 0 198 0 1990 20 00 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Ruffed grouse harvest levels 

Provide an average annual harvest of 
650, 000 ruffed grouse 

15 

Spring Peeper Survey routes conducted in 2004 

Frog and toad species distribution based on 
volunteer surveys 

Maintain or increase frog and toad distribution 
16 
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substantial and protected forest 
" As much, or more, forests than we have today 
0 People and property protected from wildfire harm 

A healthy and resilient forest 
0 Includes young-, middle-, and old-aged forests 
0 More diverse mix of tree species and habitats 

A sustainably managed forest 
0 Recreational opportunities are many and varied 

° Forest-based industries are healthy and stable 

., State Forest Land Management 

e Fire Management 

• State-of-the-art Technology and 
Science 

., Private Forest Management 

Examples follow ... 
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Challenges: Decreased availability of private forest lands 
for management and recreation 

....--------------., 

lllSlale 

m County 

o Federal 

o Pnvale 
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1989 2003 

Private forest lands are becoming smaller and more expensive. 

From 1989 to 2003: 
eMean size decreased from 72 to 59 acres 

eMedian price per acre increased from $175 to $981 

Implications of private 
land parcelization: 

• Decreased value as habitat 
• Decreased ability to manage 
e Decreased access for recreation 
• Decreased access for timber harvesting 
• Greater economic value for development 

vs conservation and outdoor recreation 
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Private landowner stewardship 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Indicator: 

Target: 

target 

Acres of private forestlands with forest stewardship plans 

Complete 50,000 acres of Forest Stewardship Plans in 
FY05 with 20,000 acres completed by DNR staff and the 
remainder by the private sector 21 

DNR Timber Sales 
l,200 - - " - --""- __ " _______ ---" "-------"----"""--""--"""_"_ 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Number of cords of wood offered for sale on 
DNR lands 

Offer 770,000-850,000 cords of timber for sale 
from DNR lands in FY 2005 22 
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l ~ 

2003 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Forest Certification 

2005 Tnrg cl 

Acres of state-administered lands approved 
for forest certification 

Certify 4.5 million acres of state­
administered forestlands by the end of 2005 

Healthy, sustainable aquatic ecosystems 
0 Self-sustaining fish and wildlife populations and 

protected habitats 

Waterways with integrity 
0 Natural characteristics are protected 
0 Unsafe, unsound dams are removed 
0 Impact of exotic and invasive species is minimized 

° Future flood damages are reduced 

Conserved and allocated water resources 
0 Water resources are shared fairly 

23 

24 
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• Managed & protected water supplies 

• Flood damage reduction 

• Wetlands conservation 

• River and stream conservation 

• Lakes conservation 

• Limited spread of harmful, invasive 
exotic species 

Examples follow .... 
25 
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~ Conservation Agenda: Waters and Watersheds 

Minnesota Wetland Status Wetland Health 
'"' 

3 :1/;t ,....1)1';"'1 I Mf \ .. 0.,9 I~'~· .J";'<'J"'tll•t<l~lir.l'C(.JIYl'>.';:;u"<.,.°'""';'. 
lll• ltr•hl!IPt~UCflol, '1,1.~"~""I. ~•Ntl'O"l>'HAll't'lll+)~'Ul ... 11 '1 "'~ ~Ull<O·•·: 

Indicators: - Ability to monitor 'no net loss' of wetlands; 
- Net change in wetland acres 

Targets: - Develop a comprehensive monitoring program to 
monitor 'no net loss' statewide by 2006; 

- Achieve no net loss of Minnesota wetlands 27 

f.. Conservation Agenda: Waters and Watersheds 

Preventing Flood Damage 
1,01)0 · ·---·--·-- - -·- -·- --··-··------ - --- -- -

~ 
" 0 .l,000 • 

~ 
~ 

'" 

1?93 19 ?1 lOOO lQOl lOO_, 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Number of homes removed from flood plains to 
prevent flood damages 

Maintain or increase efforts to remove homes from 
flood plains with available funding and through 
other cooperative efforts 

28 
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tt" Conservation Agenda: Waters and Watersheds 
"":.":. , Challenges: Lake Development 

Red areas: >500 % change (1980-2000) 
in seasonal housing density 29 

t:: Conservation Agenda: Waters and Watersheds 

Shoreland habitat restoration 

Lake shore 

Fiscal Year 

Indicator: Amount of lakeshore habitat restored 

Target: Restore 10-15,000 linear feet of shoreline in FY05 

30 
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Challenges: invasive species 

Eurasian water milfoil 
31 

Aquatic Invasive Species 
16 

14 

12 

~ 10 

Target: 
0 8 No 
m more .c lb an E 6 
:i1 IO new 

lakes a 
year 

o.. . . ,..,-..,.-.-~ 

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2005 and 
beyond 

Indicator: Number of water bodies infested with Eurasian 
watermilfoil 

Target: Maintain high levels of awareness among boaters; 
limit the spread of Eurasian watermilfoil to no more 
than 1 O new lakes each year 32 
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• DNA-administered Lands 

• Farmland Conservation 

• Conservation Partnerships and 
Community Assistance 

Examples follow ... 

Wildlife Management Areas 
40 

35. 

30. 

25 

20 

15 

IO· 

. ' 
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Target Target 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Number of acres protected in Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMA's) 

Acquire 5,000 WMA acres per year in FY05 
and FY06 

33 

34 
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Community Conservation Assistance 

l±=i I I r1± 
---y COUNTY SURVEY COMPLETED 1987-2004 
Ll(CDcountla!I) 

11111' SURVEY IN PROGRESS 
lllltportlon~of4counUc::i} 

D COUNTIES NOT SURVEYED 

DNR provides technical assistance and natural 
features information to local communities 

Indicator: Number of counties with a Minnesota County 
Biological Survey 

Target: Complete 62 counties and portions of 5 counties 
b 2007 and all counties b 2021 35 

Regionally Signi1icant 
Ecological Area 

D County Boundary 

Forest-wetland complex protected in 2004 
in Scott County 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Number and distribution of acres protected 

Protect additional 1,200 habitat acres and 
restore about 2,500 habitat acres through the 
Metro Wildlife Corridors Project from 2004-2008 

36 
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e Trails 

• Water Access 

• Recreation safety and enforcement 

e State Parks 

Examples follow ... 

Public access to lakes and rivers 

~500 -. 
98-99 00-01 02-03 04-05 06-07 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Target 

Biennium 

Number of accesses acquired or developed along 
high-priority lakes and rivers 

Acquire 10 new access sites statewide in FY2006-07, 
with special emphasis on the Mississippi River and 
lakes over 5,000 acres 

37 

38 
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Forest Roads and Trails: Inventory and Designation 

60 Target: 58 state forests 

40-1-~~~~~~~ 

20 L.~~~~~~~~"~• 

o~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mar-04 Apr-04 May-04 Jun-04 Jul-04 Aug-04 Sep-04 Oct-04 

Im State Forests Inventoried I 

Indicators: --No. of state forests with a completed forest road & 
trail inventory; 

--No. of miles & location of OHV trails designated & closed 

Targets: --Inventory all forest roads & trails by Oct. '04 (Completed); 
--Designate forest roads & trails as open or closed to 

motorized use & reclassify "managed" forests as 
"limited" or "closed" by Dec. 31, '08 · 39 

State Park Visitor Satisfaction 

100% range:;::: 95% satisfaction 

90% f-

80% -Cl) 
~ c 0 70% P• 

Q) .'!:::: 
60% <..> (/) © ·;;; 
50% 

0... 0 
40% 
30% 

20% 
10% 

0% 

1987 1996 1998 2001 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Percent satisfied with a visit to a Minnesota 
state park 

Maintain a 95 percent or higher satisfaction 
rating 

40 
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• Trails 

., Water Access 

e Recreation safety and enforcement 

e State Parks 

Examples follow ... 

Public access to lakes and rivers 

~500 ·, 

98-99 00-01 02-03 04-05 06-07 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Target 

Biennium 

Number of accesses acquired or developed along 
high-priority lakes and rivers 

Acquire 10 new access sites statewide in FY2006-07, 
with special emphasis on the Mississippi River and 
lakes over 5,000 acres 

37 

38 
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Forest Roads and Trails: Inventory and Designation 

60 Target: 58 state forests 

40~~~~~~~~-

20 

o~~~~~~~~~~~e--~~~ 

Mar-04 Apr-04 May-04 Jun-04 Jul-04 Aug-04 Sep-04 Oct-04 

I DI State Forests Inventoried I 

Indicators: --No. of state forests with a completed forest road & 
trail inventory; 

--No. of miles & location of OHV trails designated & closed 

Targets: --Inventory all forest roads & trails by Oct. '04 (Completed); 
--Designate forest roads & trails as open or closed to 

motorized use & reclassify "managed" forests as 
"limited" or "closed" by Dec. 31, '08 · 39 

(/) 

c 0 
Q) ;t= 

2 -~ 
Q) > 

Cl. 0 

State Park Visitor Satisfaction 

100% ----·------·~~ 

90% 
80% 
70% ~l"''-%.<''-~'--A----'l.:1-l 
60% -1-ibY'~ii•-c,/i&-

50% --l--:!f.·i'''c--'ii!L•i-+i<•?l-

40% --j--:!f{'i--',f,\,.j·-".1<%-

30% -l-:!+.<•-·li.' i---"i.'••i-

20% -l-5'/,'----;-·-~pi:!· 

10% -l-!ll!llli-i----· 
0% _,___~___. ____ _ 

1987 1996 1998 2001 

0 Less Uian satsified 

0 Mostly satisfied 

C!J Completely satis fled 

Ill Exceeded satisfaction 

Indicator: Percent satisfied with a visit to a Minnesota 
state park 

Target: Maintain a 95 percent or higher satisfaction 
rating 

40 
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Education is integrated throughout all DNR work 

Parks education 

interactions 
Safety education 

Aquatic education 

Forestry education 

Aquatic Education 

~ 60 ··-~-~----f~ 
</) 
::J 
0 

J:: 
I-

·= 40 ·-·-;·~~ 
.l!I 
c: 
<U c. 

·c:; 
·~ 20---~-~ 
c. 

Indicator: 

Target: 

Number of participants involved in MinnAqua 
fisheries aquatic education program 

Maintain at least 60,000 participants per year 
in the MinnAqua program 

41 
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Natural Resources Challenges 

• Habitat loss 

• Shoreland development and water demands 

• Forest ownership patterns and industry changes 

• Hunting and fishing access to lands 

e Invasive Species 

e Chronic Wasting Disease next door 

• Balancing recreation uses 

Interconnected Natural Resources - Integrated Solutions 

River health Timber 

Resource conservation indicators are interconnected 
and reliant on each other for successful conservation. 
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Available on the DNR web site at: 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/conservationagenda/index.html 

A STRATEGIC 
(ONSER.VAUON 

AGENDA 
2003-2007 

Measuring Progress 
Toward Mission 

.March100-4 
\'t:rs1on I 

Mmni::.mtn Oep.utment of\fotuml Rei:;oun:ei; 

A periodically updated 
performance and 

accountability report: 

The 2005 update will be 
posted on the DNR web 

site in early February 
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2003 Minn. Laws, Ch. 128, Art.1, Sec. 167 

Sec. 167. [FOREST LAND OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE USE RECLASSIFICATION.] 

Subdivision 1 . [FOREST CLASSIFICATION STATUS REVIEW.] ~ 
.§y__December 31, 2006, the commissioner of natural resources 
shall complete a review of the forest classification status of 
all state forests classified as managed, all forest lands under 
the authority of the commissioner as defined in Minnesota 
Statutes, section 89.001; subdivision 13, and lands managed by 
the cormnissioner under Minnesota Statutes, section 282.011. The 
review must be conducted on a forest-by-forest and area-by-area 
basis in accordance with the process and criteria under 
Minnesota Rules, part 6100.1950. After each forest is reviewed, 
the cormnissioner must change its status to limited or closed, 
and must provide a similar status for each of the other areas 
subject to review under this section after each individual 
review is completed. 

(b) If the cormnissioner determines on January 1, 2005, that 
the re\Tiew required under this section cannot be completed by 
December 31, 2006,. the completion date for the review shall be 
extended to December 31, 2008. By January 15, 2005, the 
commissioner shall report to the chairs of the legislative 
committees.with jurisdiction over·natural resources policy and 
finance regarding the status of the process required by this 
section. 

(c) Until December 31, 2010, the state forests and areas 
subject to review under this section are exempt from Minnesota 
Statutes, section 84.777, unless an individual forest or area 
has been classified as limited or closed. 

Subd. 2. [TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
REVIEW.] The requirements for environmental .:r,eview under 
Minnesota Statutes, section 116D.04, and rules of the 
environmental quality board are temporarily suspended for each 
reclassification and trail designation made under subdivision 1 
until the commissioner has met all requirements under 
subdivision 1, or December 31, 2008,· if the commissioner has 
failed to complete ·those requirements as r~guired by law. 

Subd. 3. [~ULEMAKING.] By January 1, 2005, the 
environmental quality board shall adopt rules providing for 
threshold levels for environmental review for recreational 
trails. 

[EFFECTIVE DATE.] This section is effective the day 
following final enactment. 
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20 Jan. 05 

Forest Classification and Roadrrrail Designation Schedule - Subject to Change 
(All forest reclassification and road/trail designations completed by Dec. 31, 2008) 

Foot Hills & surroundin 18,713+ 
Pillsbury 8,773+ 
Chengwatana 17,325 
General CC Andrews 5,826 Dunkley I Arends 08/20/03 . 12/15/03 01/15/04 02/02/04 
Nemadji 93,387 [Johnson] 
St. Croix 28,432 
.fond du Lac 40,874 Grindy I Arends 10/23/03 03/15/04 04/21/04 08/16/04 
Whiteface River 2,464 [Weseloh] 
Solana 57,567 Lane I Moore 10/08/03 01/20/04 03/10/04 08/23/04 
Wealthwood 4,666 [Olson] 
Beltrami Island 254,293 Long I Broten 01/15/04 06/07/04 08/20/04 11/08/04 

[Cozzetto] 
Paul Bunyan 60,470 Carlstrom I Kimball 
Badoura 4,570 [Cozzetto] 09/15/03 . 02/15/04 10/28/04 11/08/04 
Scattered lands in Hubbard County 
Rum River 17,036 Sanow I Schroeder 
Snak~ River 7,962 Dunkley I Arends 05/26/04 11/01/04 01/15/05 05/01/05 
Scattered lands in Mille Lacs/Kanabec Counties. [Pending] 
Birch~Lakes (closed) 554 Sanow I Schroeder No planned No planned No planned No planned 
Sand Dunes ( clgsed) 6,164 Nelson I Schroeder review review review review 
Scattered lands in remaining Reg. 3 Counties [Pending] 
Crow Wing p,182 Simar I Jaeger 
Emily ~~640 [Wes~loh] 06/30/04 03/01/05 04/15/05 06/01/05 
Scattered lands in Crow Wing County 
Stur eon River 62,499 Olson I Kellin [Weseloh] 09/17/04 03/15/05 04/15/05 06/01/05 
Red Lake 58,309 Rabe I Broten 
Buena Vista 18,481 Christensen I Kimball 04/15/05 08/15/05 10/15/05 02/15/06 
Mississippi Headwaters 8,800 Christensen I Kimball 
Scattered lands in southern Beltrami County [Olson>Cozzetto] 
DAR 364 Dunkley I Arends 
Scattered lands in Pine County [Pending] 08/15/04 02/01/05 04/15/05 08/01/05 
Scattered lands in Carlton County 8,500 Grindy /Arends 
Cloquet Valley 39,214 Grindy I Peterson 01/26/05 07/26/05 09/26/05 01/26/06 
Scattered lands in So. St. Louis Co. [55+ Twnshps] 75,823 [Weseloh] 
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20 Jan. 05 

Lost River 51,062 Long I Broten 12/10/04 06/01/05 . 08/15/05 12/01/05 
Scattered lands in Roseau Count [Cozzetto] 
Golden Anniversary 1,851 Rupert I Moore 
George Washington 96,132 [Weseloh] 02/15/05 08/01/05 10/15/05 02/01/06 2 
Surrounding scattered lands in E. Itasca County 34,000 
Pat Bayle 38,710 
Grand Portage 40,931 Rowlett I Peterson 05/15/05 11/01/05 01/15/06 05/01/06 2 
Finland 97,881 [Weseloh] 
Scattered lands in· Cook & Lake Counties 
Land o' Lakes 29,343 Chapman I Jaeger 
Remer 2,469 Rupert I Jaeger 06/15/05 01/01/06 03/15/06 07/01/06 
Scattered lands in southern Cass Co. · [Olson] 
White Earth 42,303 Christenson I Kimball 06/15/05 01/01/06 03/15/06 07/01/06 
Scattered lands in Clearwater County [Cozzetto] 
Smokey Bear 11,658 
Koochiching 318,150 Julson I Johnson 08/15/05 02/01/06 04/15/06 08/01/06 2 
Pine Island 607,743 [Weseloh] 
Scattered lands in Koochiching County 
Smoky Hills 14,915 Carlstrom I Kimball 
Two Inlets 13,889 [Olson] 11/15/05 05/01/06 07/15/06 11/01/06 
Scattered lands in Becker County 
Lake Jeanette 1,357 Stegmeir I Kelling 
Kabeti:>gama 
Scattered lands in NW St. Louis County 

156,541 [Weseloh] 11/15/05 05/01/06 07/15/06 11/01/06 2 

Hill River 68,898 
Savanna 124,226 Lane I Moore 02/15/06 -08/01/06 10/15/06 02/01/07 2 
Waukenabo 1j,549 [Weseloh] 
Scattered lands in Aitkin County 
Burntside _ 24,293 Magnuson I Kelling 
Bear Island 24,943 [Weseloh] 05/15/06 11/01/06 01/15/07 05/01/07 2 
Scattered lands - NE St. Louis Co. [60+ Twnshp] 149,480 
Battleground 9,599 Mathweg I Kimball 
Welsh Lake 6,208 [Cozzetto] 06/15/06 12/01/06 02/15/07 06/01/07 
Scattered lands in northern Cass Count 
Huntersville 15,363 Carlstrom I Jaeger 
Lyons 6,510 [Olson] 06/15/06 12/01/06 02/15/07 06/01/07 
Scattered lands in Wadena County 
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20 Jan. 05 

Lake Isabella (closed) 640 Rowlett I Peterson No planned No planned No planned No planned 2 
lnsula Lake closed 640 [Weseloh] review review review review 
Lake of the Woods 140,096 Thomas I Broten 
Northwest Angle 14,461 Long I Broten 06/15/06 12/01/06 02/15/07 06/01/07 
Scattered lands in Lake of the Woods Co. [Cozzetto] 
Misc. scattered lands (Counties w/o state forests) . Various - [Cozzetto] 06/15/06 12/01/06 02/15/07 06/01/07 
Blackduck 41,268 Rabe I Moore 
Bowstring 115,878 Rupert I Moore 08/15/06 02/01/07 04/15/07 08/01/07 
Big Fork 45,171 Scmidt I Moore 
Scattered lands in western Itasca County [Weseloh] 
R J Dorer Memorial Hardwood Forest 73,227 Helbig I Wagar 01/15/07 06/01/07 08/15/07 12/01/07 4 -
Scattered lands in Region 4 [Pending] 

Notes: 
1. Acres listed are from the 3/1/04 State Forest Roa&rrail Inventory report, using the 'State Acres' figure. Scattered lands acreages are not listed because inventory responsibility is based upon DNR Forestry 

Administrative Area boundaries, and not on county boundaries. 

2. The planning units (forests and scattered lands) are based upon information submitted by DNR Regional Staff, as modified by the OHV Project Implementation Team on 4/23/04. 

3. All dates assume that the effort will wrap-up by no later than December 31, 2008, as per ML 2003, Ch. 128, Article 1, Section 167. 

4. Definitions: D1 = Beginning or Kick-Off Date; DNR = MN Dept of Natural Resources; FOR= Division of Forestry; Kick-Off= The start date for DNR Area Teams; OHVPC = Off-Highway Vehicle Policy 
Committee; HMT =Regional Management Team; TAW =Trails & Waterways Division; 
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Inventory of State Forest Roads and Motorized.and Non-Motorized Trails 
In October 2004 the DNR completed an inventory of all: state forest roads and access 
routes, including designated off-highway vehicle .routes and all motorized and non­
motorized trails .. The inventory _was conducted on all state, county, and. federal lands 
within the boundaries of the state forests. The total acreage inventoried was 5. 7 million 
The effort was conducted over a 14 month period by nearly 200 eniployees of the 
Department of Natural R~sources and the Minnesota Conservation Corps. Existing data 
was used to the extent possible. Approximately 62,300 hours of effort and $2.3 million. 
were expended to acquire new field data in forests where information was lacking. The 
results of the inventory are illustrated in the following table: 

o.wnershjp Miles of Miles of Total Miles of 
Roads and Roads and· Roads and 

Trails Inside Trails Trails 
State Forest Outside 

Statutory State Forest 
: Boundaries Statutory 

.;,· · Boundaries 
DNR Forestry 6,333 1,378 7,711 
Administered Land 
County 3,183 3,183 
Federal (LUP Lands) 250 250 
TOTAL 9,766 1,378 11,144 
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Exotic sp«:le!aRI phnts and anirnah that arc 
not native lo an area. While most exotic plant 
specldarenotaproblan,af($,sudirupurple 
b-Osestrife,lloweringrush,andBurasianwater­
milfoil, hann ecosysterm and Impede waler 
m=rcatiort Purple 1ooscmiJe, once sold and 
usedbetauscofitsbcnutlfulfk>wers,has 
invadedthowm&of~lawetlands, 
dispbcingnativephntsandredudngfoodend 
habitatforrurtiYespo;:ks.OthcrexoticplanbJ, 
SUth u yellow iris and pink wata htks, have 
spreadUlafcwh.fmnesotawateraand11ppearto 
hawinvasivechamcterislk3.0nceintroduced, 
hannfulexotk:scanspreadtonewllfC33and 
canrarelybeeliminated.Oncecstabti:shed,the 
cost!ltored.lcetheirhannlidimpact3canbe 
considerable. 

#»on'tuselllegal1pedes 

1fmnerota ProldbittJ &otfc Species and 
aquatk FedernlNoxfcnu Weeds11n1 li.kcfy to 
~ptOOk:rmandmaynotbeleSillysold, 
purchnsedotpossesscdinMinnerota(seelist 
on back) 

"UseaUotherexotlcspeclescautlou.dy 

1IDst aquatic plants avaibble for sale are 
exotic.Thcseexotloaquaticplant:sClillbe 
posses;e.::1, h.it nwt be kq>t out of public 
walen, which inc hide most lakes, wetland3 and 
stremns(saidiag.ramandlistonback) 

.,; Plant dean material 

Washofflooseplecesofvegetatlonanddebris 
i1 a budcet ofbp water before planting. In 
somecBSC!l,afiagmentofahannfulexotiawlll 
dingtotherootstockofanotherdc>irablephnl 
Makesureyoudon'lplantany"hltchhikera". 

"Use native plants 

Native3 pbntsareadaptedtoanareaandto 
c:acbother.Askyourlocalplantselkror 
contscttheh.fmesotaDepartmcotofNatural 
Resources (DNR) lo fmd out the bed Mlive 
plant3tousclnyrurarea 

*'Iryuuareplannln1toplanllnanafural 
water body, coot.ad your local DNR omce 

Native species may be planted in natural 
Wlltas,bataptrmklludtdtapliutbd:nt't .. 
onUury kfgli w.Ur hell '"p•blk .. wa~n(1e. 
dD&nmoa t.(k).Ifyouwishtop1antin a 
naturalwaterpleasecontactyourDNRAn:aor 
Reghnal Fisheries Office or the DNR Info 
Centa(toll-free l-888-646-6367)1ofmdoutlf 
the water body Bpublic, to fmd out lfycur 
plants are natives, and to obtan a permit IC 
n«dod 













Eurasian Watermilfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) 













Wednesday, January 26, 2005 

Environment and Natural Resources Committee 
Chair: Sen. John Marty 
12 noon Room 107 Capitol 
Agenda: Commissioner Gene Merriam's presentation on the DNR' s Strategic 
Conservation agenda. OHV forest classification process update. DNR invasive species 
presentation. 
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