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TO
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SUBJECT:
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The Honorable Albert H. Quie

Governor

James J. Hiniker, Jr
Commissioner

Executive Order No. 79-23

asp

emorandur; -

DATE: May 10, 1979

PHONE: 296-3362

Enclosed is a copy of éxecutive Order No. 79-23 which relates
to the creation of Governor's Committees on Jud1c1a]
Nominations. :

Thi§ order has been filed with the Secretary of State and
notice transmitted to the State Register. .
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Commissioner, Finance

R. Thorkee, Personnel

W. Dorigan, State Planning /
Legislative Reference Library V/
Jean King, Governor's Office

-CAPSULE, Governor's Office

Sheila Higby, Senate Counsel
Hennepin County Law Library
State & Federal Associates, Inc.

Administration - Wm. Siemers, Contracts Mgmt.

K. Hovland, Materials Mgmt.
E. Kilmer, Office Equipment
State Register - 2
Executive Order File
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EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 79-23

¥

9‘;3'\‘\ 7
4

Sy 7S
‘%ﬁfﬁéﬁﬁg'w‘

CREATING TEN GOVERNOR'S COMMITTEES
ON JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS AND
ESTABLISHING RULE AND PROCEDURES

FOR THEIR OPERATION
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I, Albert H. Quie, Governor of the State of Minnesota, by virtue of

R
2

[T

the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the appiicab1e sfatutes,

_\_4‘.'3-‘

Sl

do hereby issue this Executive Order:

PN

WHEREAS, according to the Constitution and applicable laws of the

State of Minnesota, it is the responsibility of the Governor of the State

to select and appdint qualified persons to fill judicial vacancies when

they occur; and -

WHEREAS, it is desirable that, when such vacancies occur, the Governor

have the means to seek out and select the finest available persohs Tearned

in the law to serve the people of Minnesota as their trial court judges;

NOW, THEREFORE, I order:

I. Creation and Composition of Committeas on Judicial Mominations
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There are hereby created ten (10) Governor's Committees on Judicial
Nominétions, one in each of the ten (10) judicial districts of the State.
It shall be ‘the duty of these Cormittees to seek but,'éva1uateg and
recommend to the Governor outstanding persons learned in the law to
fill vacancies which may, from time-to-time, occur -on the district,

county, and county municipal court benches in their districts.

Each Committee shall be composed of six (6) permanent members

and two (2) special members, who shall be se1¢tted'in the following

manner:

A. Two (2) permanent members shall be residents of the district
apbointed by the Governor for terms which shall be concurrent

with the term of the Governor.

B. Two (2) permanent members sﬁa]] be attorneys who are résidents
of the district elected by the members of the bar associatiohs in
the district for terms of four (4) yea%s, who shall be elected in
alternate odd-numbered years. Of the two members in%tially :
elected, one shall be elected for a two (2) year term and one "
Vsha11.be e]ectea foF a four (4) year term; Thereafter,veach
member é]ected in accordance with this paragraph sha]T be elected

for a four (4) year term.

€. Two (2) permanent members shall be residents of the district
elected by the‘district, county, and‘county muniqip?] court.jnges
in the district for terms of four (4) years, who shall be elected

in alternate odd-numbered years. Of the two members initially

elected, one shall be elected for a two (2) year term and one
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shall be elected for a four (4) year term. Thereafter, each member
elected 1in accordance with this paragraph shall be eiected for a

four {4) year term. -

D. Two (2) special members shall be residents of the county in
which a county or county municipal court vacahcy occuré or residents
of the district in which a district court vacancy occurs and shall
be appointed by the Governor eacﬁ time a juditial vacancy occurs,

but shall serve only until that vacancy is filled.

Vacancies on a Committee shall be filled in the manner prescribed

in Minnesota Statutes 1978, Section 15.059, Subdivision 4.

Committee members shall attend meetings of theierommittée and
consider each candidate for a judiciq] vacancy in an impartial.and
objective manner. They shall actively seek out and encourage qualified
individuals to apply fof Judicial office. Comﬁfttee members"sha1] not

be entitled to payment of per diem or expenses.

II. Committee Officers

The Governor 555%1 d%signate the Chairman bf each Committee from
among the members of the Co@mittee. The Chairman's term §ha1]Abe:for
two (2) years. The Chairman shall be responsibTe for calling such |
meetings of the Committee as are necesséry to carry out its functions
and shall preside at those meetings.

Each Committee shall select from among its own members a Secretary

who shall prepare the minutes of all meetings of the Committee, keep

a record of its official actions and maintain a list of names considered

for each vacancy. The Secretary's term shall be for two (2) years.-
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Each Committee shall also select from amont its members who aré

attorneys a Candidate Solicitor who shall be primarily respansible

for actively seeking out candidates for vacancies as they occur.

The Candidate Soliciter's term shall be for two (2) years.

III. Procedures When Vacancies Occur or Hill 0c¢un in the Future

Within ten (10) days after a judicial vacancy oceurs,, the Governor

' sha]l notify the Chairman of the Commxttee on Judicial Nomlnatxons in

the Judicial district in wh1ch the vacancy occurs of such vacancy. The

' Governor chall adviseAfhe Chairman of the names-éf”the two (2) persons

appointed to serve as special members of the Committee on Judicial
Nominations for the purpose of conside%ing candidates to fill that

vacancy. The Chairman shall notify the members of the Commftteé-tnat |

‘a vacancy has occurred and shall call a meeting of the Committee to

consider the candidates fok the vaCanQy to be held not Tess than
fifteen (15) days nor more than twenty- (20) days after notification of .

the vacancy by the Governor.

lthen it is known that a vacancy w1]] occur at ! def1n1te future
date, the Governor sha1]/so not1fy the ChaIrman of the Comn1ttee on
Judicial Non1nat1ons in the judicial district in wh1ch the vacancy is

to occur. The Governor shall advise the Cha1nman of the names of the N

two (2) persons appointed to serve as special members of the Committee

on Judqc1a] ﬂom1nat1ons for the purpose of cons1der1ng cand1dates to
fill that vacancy. The Cha1rnan shall call a meeting of the Comm1ttee
to consider candidafes for the vacancy to be held not more than forty-

five (45) days before the vacancy is to occur nor less than fifteen (15).

. days after he takes the actions described in Sect10n A herein.
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Upon receiving notice from the Governor.that‘a Judicial vacancy has
occurred or will occur at a definite future date,_the officers of fhe

Committee on Judicial MNominations shall perform the following functions:

A. The Chéirman shall immediate]y-issue a ne@s feTeése stating'fhat |
a judicia] vacancybhas océufred or wi]]'occﬁr; thaﬁ apﬁ]icatidnsv |
froquuaiifiea persohs are being accepted by tﬁe'Commifteeﬁ thaf.
application fofms may be;obtained from the Secretary of the |
Committee,at a»specified_address or‘by cé?]iﬁg a_spéc%fied telephone
number; that application forms must be.retprned to thé Secretan} |
~of the Committee by a specified date (thch sha]] be three (3) ,

ddys before thebfirst meeting of the Committee ca]lgd by the

Chairman to considere candidates for nomination); and that any

names submitted will be kept fnfstrict cﬁﬁf%dgnée_by the Committeé

1
until -the names of nominees are transmitted to the Governor;

B. The Candidate Solicitor shall immédiate]y distribute the Chair— 
man's news re]eése to all media serving the county or judiciai
district in which the vacancy has occurred or wi]ltocc&r, and shall
transmit copiés of the néws release to the présidehts.of tﬁe bar
assoc?ations in the county or judicial djstrict. The Candidaté
Solicitor shall encourage the local bar associétions, wnere practiéa},
to directly contact their members and advise them of the procedures

to be follqwad if they wish to apply for tonsideration by the Commi ttee.

C.- The Secretary of the Committee shall provide application forms
to all interested persons and shall accept completed application

forms on behalf of the Committee. Three (3) days before the first
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meeting of the Committee called by the Chairman to consider candi-
dates for nomination, the Secretary shall transmit to each member

of the Committee copies of all cqmplgted application forms réceived.

IV. Committee Procedures

The Chairman of the Committee shall convene and preéidé over all
meetings of the Committee. The Chairman shall designate a member of
" the Committee to preside at meetings if the Chairman is absent. In
the Secretary's absence, the Chairman shall designate a member of the

- Committee to be the Acting Secretary.
A quorum for Committee meetings shall be six (6) members.

Each persan to be considered by the Committee must comp]ete tﬁe
application supp]ied_by the Committee. Should the Committee fequire
any furthe;hjnforhatiohﬁin addition to that supplied by the application
in order to evaluate canaidates, it may take whatever steps it deems |

appropriafe to obtain it.

Each Committee may establish its own rules and procedufes for
evaluating candidates. {fe Committee may conduct preliminary screening
on the basis of data contained in the applications and such other
information as may be brought to the attention of the Committee. The
: Committeekneed not interview all candidates. H0wevér, personal intervféﬁs
with the most serious candidates should be conducted and no candidate
should be nominated for appbintment by the Governor without a personai
interview conducted by a quorum of the Committee members. The Committee
may, in its discretion, continue to accept applications for candidates

until its nominees are selected and transmitted to the Governor.
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The Committee shall recormend to thé Governor no more than five (5)
nor fewer than three (3) candidates for each vacancy, unless there are
fewer than three (3) candidates available, in which case the Committee
shé]] transmit those names to the Governor.in the manner deécribed in
Article VI herein. .The Committee shall not rank the candidates submitted
to the Governor. The recommendations of the Committee to thevGovernor

. shall be advisory.

V. Standards for Evaluation:of Candidates

In evaluating candidates, the Committee shall give consideration to
the following factors, as well as such other factors as the Committee

memberg deem important:
A. Integrity and moral courage;
B. Lééa] educétion and training;
C. Legal and trial experience;
D. Patience and courtesy;
E. Cbmmon sens; and sound, matufe judgment;
. F. Abi]ity.to.be objective and impartié];

G. Capacity for work;

H. HMental and phys§£a1 health as they would affect the candidate's

ability to perform judicial duties;

I. Good personal habits compatible with judicial dignity and deporisnent;
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J. Knowledge and understanding of human nature; and
K. Cooperativeness and ability to work with others.

VI. Transmittal of Nominees to Governor

Within thirty (30) days after the Governor has notified the Chairman .

of the Committee on Judicial-Nominations that a vacancy has occurred, or

~within fourty-five (45) days after the Governor has notified the

Chairman of the Committee on Judicial Nominations that a vacancy is

about to occur, the Secretary shall transmit to the Governor the names

of nominees for the vacancy selected by the Committee. The names of

the nominees shall be listed in alphabetical order. The Secretary

shall transmit to the Governor all of the applications submitted to v*"**"fl

the Commission. No other information shall be transmitted to the.
Governor,. except that the members of the Committee may consult with
the Governor at his request and may pfovide him with such other infor-

mation gathered by the Committee during its deliberations.

" Pursuant to Minnescta Statutes 1978, Sect1on 2 035 this order shall

be effective 15 days after its pub11cat10n in the State Regxster and

filing w1th the Secretary of State and shall remain in effect until it is'-_.!>?hx

superseded or resc1nded by proper authority or it exp1res in accordance ‘{;f '

with M1nnesota Statutes 1978, Sections 4.035 or 15.0593.
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IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand this Zzz day of
May 1979.

Albert H. Quie, Governor . '

Fﬂed according to Law:
& \ i \)," )

,"/

@Mwﬁ/m

) ﬂoan Anderson Growsz ,,\
Secretary of State {
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STATE OF MINNESOTA
A DEPARTMENT OF STATE
. - FILED
i’ ~MAY 10 1979
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