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2. Appendix A, the first paragraph of the Brooklyn
..... --'=-""''''''----_ .... -

Paik portion of the Legal Description of the River

Corridor be amended to read-

Thence north along the center line -of State

Highway 169 to the intersection \.;i th· the center

line·of 89th .Avenue North;

3. Appendix A, the thrrteenth paragraph of the

B~ooklyn Park portion of the Legal Description
."

be amended to read:

Thence west along th~ said side to the west

side of Section 2;

4. The following paragraph be added to Appendix B,

Section l.b. "On the west sid~ of the" river":

(4) From the eastern extension of the center line

of Hennepin County Highway 49 to the Hennepin

County - Wright County common boundary.

This order shall be effective immediately upon publica-

tion in the State Register and shall remain in force until

rescinded by the proper authority.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand on this

1st day of December, 1976.

Wendell R. Ander son, .Governor

Filed according to law:

oan Anderson Growe
Secretary of state



• .f:... PURPOSE MID RES?Oi'lS IS IL ITY
I •

1. Purooses. The purposes of the Critical Area des1gnation and the
'101Lowing standards and guidelines are:

a•.To protect and preserve a unique and valuable state and
regional resource Tor the benefit of the health, safety

::". and welfare of the citizens for the state, region, and
nati on;

b. To prevent and mitigate irreversible damage to this state:>
regional, and national resource;

c.'To "preserve and enhance its natural> aesthetic, culturel>
and historical value for t~e public use;

d. To protect and preserve the river as an essential ele~ent in
the national, state and regional transpo(tation~ sewer and
water and recreational systems; ind

e. To protect and preserve the biological and ecological
functions of the corridor.

2. Responsibility. The standards and guidelines provided herein shall
be:

a. Followed by the local units of government when preparing or
updating plans" and/o'r modifying regulations;

b. Followed by state agencies, and regional agencies for permit
regulation and in developing plans within their juri~dictio~;

c. Fonewed by the ~(letropolitan Council for revie'o'ling plans, re.sulations,
and development permit applications; .

d. Followed by the Council for approving plans, regulations, and
development permit applications.

B. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING PLANS AHD REGULATIONS

1. The ftississippi River Corridor shall be managed as a multiple
purpose resource by:

a. Maintaining the river channel for transportation and providing
and maintaining barging and fleeting areas in appropriate
locations consistent with the character of the river and
the riverfront.

b. Conserving the scenic, enviro~~2nt2l, recrea~ional, ~ineral,

econor.Jic, culture.l, and historic reso:.;:",ces and functions of
the ri ver corr.i dor.



c.· Providing ror the contiiluation and the developrr.ent of a vuriety
O.c U ,_l.. :::l n ur ::> ~ .; n~ 1 l' r!'; ~ ,... .; n-!" <' -t- '" ~ .:::l 1 ;. T' rl r n r;-,..,,~ V" ci -, 1 II s· ;-, S :::l n(1I .Ut.:. :J_..J, 11 \-1 l'-'It~ .t,'-'""""..J_. 0 __ ' _ ............-1I:.:.~1 ~.(... ~ ... C ; t.~l t

residential, where appropri~t2. within the river corridor.

d. Utilizing certain reaches of the rivel~ as a source of water supply
al1d as 2. receiving stl'-22m for properly treated sewage and ind:Jstr1cl
waste effluents.

2. In orde:-- to menage the rive~~ corridor ~onsistent Hith its natural
characteristics and its existing development, the follm'ling guide
lines are established for each corridor district: .

a. Rural Open Space District. The lands and \<faters within this
district shall be used and aeveloped to preserve their open,
scenic and natural characteristics and ecologica1 and economic
functions~' Presently undeveloped islands shall be maintained
in their existing natural state. The transportation function
of the river shall be maintained and preserved.

b. Urban Diversified District. The lands and waters within ~nlS

distr-ict shall be used and develop·ed to mintain the present
diversity of cOlTJnercial~ industrial, residential, and publ-ic
uses of the lands., including the existing transportation uSe
of the river; to protect historical sites and areas, natural
scenic and environmental resources; and to expand public access
to and enjoyment of the river. New comnercial, industt'ia1,
residential, and other uses may be permitted if they are
compatible wi th these goa 1s. ..

c. Urban Developed Distri·ct. The lands and waters Hithin this
district shall be maintained largely as residential areas.
The expansion of existing and development of new industrial,
cOITUDercial, and other non-residential or non-recreational
uses shall be limited to preserve and enhance the residential
character of this district.

d. Urban Open Space District. The lands and waters within this
district shall be managed to conserve and protect the existing
and potential recreat-ional, scenic, natural, a.nd historic
resources and uses within this district for the use and enjoyment
of the surrounding region. Open space shall be provided in
the open river valley lands for public use and the protection
of unique natural and scenic resources. The existing
transportation role of the river in this district shall be
protected. .

3. The Mississippi River Corridor shall be w~naged in accordance ~lith

the Hetropolitan Council's Developrr.ent Gui,de ChClpter, Critical
Areas Act of 1973, and the l~innesota Envircnrr:ental Policy Act of
1973, and other applicable state laws, and federal laws.
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c. SPECl FIC STj',JID;\ROS ,L\NO GUT OELInES FOR PREP,::,;n ilG PUlJiS AiW nEGUU~TI 0;:5

1.' Each local unit of goven1f;";:?nt within the river corridor sh211
prepare plans and r::guldticils to protect envircr1![;2ntally
sensitive areas in accordance with the following guidelines.

a. ~ach local unit of govern~2nt shall, with the assistance of
the Metropolitan Council ,and state agencies:

(1) Identify and prepal'e an inventory of:

(a) floodplains,
(b), wetlands,
(c) slopes from '12% .to 18% and over 18%,
(d) soils not suitable for urban develbpment' on-site waste disp
(e) significant vegetative stands, and
(f) natural drainage routes.

(2) Prepare a floodplain ordinance if it does not have a
floodplain ordinance in effect;

(3) Prepare plans and regulations to protect wetlands;

(4) Prepare plans and regulations to protect bluffs greater
than 18% and to provide conditions for the develop~ent

of bluffs bet;,.,een 18% arid '12% slopes;

(5) Pr~pare plans and regulations to minimize direct overland
runoff and improve the quality of runoff onto ad50ining
streets and I'/ate'rcourses; .

(6) Prepare plans and regulations to minimize site alteration
and for beach and riverbank erosion control;

(7) Prepare regulations for management of vegetative cutting; and

(8) Prepare criteria for control of noise in open space and
recreati~nal area~ with assistance of the PCA.

2. Each local unit of government and state agency shall pt'epare plans
and regulations to protect and preserve the aesthetic qualities of
the ri ve r corri dor, \'Ini ch provi de for the fo 11 ad; ng cons i dera ti ons :

a. Site Plans. Site plans shall be required to meet the following
guidelines:

(1) New development and expansion shall be pet~itted only
after the approval of site plans which adequately assess
and minimize adverse effects and maximize beneficial
effects.

( 2) Site plans shall be requi red for aildeve1opmen ts for wh i eh
a development per7i1it is rec;uired, except fer the modification,
of an existing singl~-faJ7Jily resic~r.tial struct:Jre or the
construction of one single-family residence .

.,



(3) Site plans shall include, but not be limited to, the submission
of an adequate and det2iled description of the project,
including actlvlties undertaken to ensure consistency '.'lith
the objectives of the Designation Order; maps \-!hich specify
so~ 1 types, tcpogrclphy, ane! the exp~c;ted phys i c(;.l ch2.ngcs
in the site as a result of the development; the Ji:eaSUi-es
Nili cn address adver'se envi ronmental effects.

(4) Site plans shall include standards to ensure that structure,
road, screening, landscaping, construction placement, mainten2nce
and storm \-.Jater runoff are compatible \'iith the character and use
of the river corridor in that district.

(5) Site plans shall provide opportunities for open space establish
ment and for public viewing of the river corridor whenever
applicable, and shalT contain specific conditions \>lith regc.rd to
buffering, landscaping, and re-vegetation.

b. Structures. Structun:: site 2nd location shall be regulated to
ensure that riverba.r.!<s, bluffs and scenic overlooks re!-r:ain in their
natural state. and to minimize interference with views of and frem
the river, except for specific uses requiring river access.

c. Clustering. The clustering of structures and the use of designs
\>.,rhich will reduce public facility costs and improve scenic quality
shall be encouraged. The location of clustered high-rise structures
may be proposed. \'Ihere pub 1i c servi ces are evail ab 'j e and adequa te
and compatible with adjacent land uses .

. d_ Access 'Routes. Cc-mrr.ercial and industrial developments adjacent to.
roadways shall be required to provide off-street parking, service
roads and limited controlled access points to highvlays. (Except
incases of extreme hardshi p, highway access for' any cleve 1opment
Hithin 250 feet of.a bridge or bridge r'amp shall be ·p11ohibited.)

e. Existing Development. Local plans and regulations shall include
provi s ions to =

(1) Retain existing vegetation and landscaping;

(2) Arnor-tize non-conforming uses;

(3) Prohibit the reconstruction of non-conforming uses
which. are 50% market value destroyed;

(4) Provide for the screening of eXistiri~ development which,
constitutes visual intrusion, wherever appropriate.

f. Signs. Local units of government shall adopt ordinances for the
amort.ization and removal of non-conforming general advertising
signs, and to prohibit the visibility of advertising signs
from the river, except in Urban Diversified Districts.-

3. Local units of govern~~nt shall develop plans and regulations to
ensure that develcpments shall not be u~dertakenprior to the provision
of Hetropolitan public facilities in adopted r'~etropolitan plans, in
accordance with the following guidelines:

- 4 -



, . _ -.- ...... ,. V' "iUl" \...o1~(.l1

or metropolitan sanitai~y se'/iers Sh21l co;rply I'lith Cldequ.::te Gil

site sewage disposal system regulations.

b. The density of development outside the r'~etropolitan Urba!1 Service
Area shall be limited to ensure that there is no need for the
prematul~e provision of "local and metropolitan ,urban se~'viC'2s

and faci 1i ti es.

4. Local units of governr,€nt shall develcp plans and provide guidance
to ens ure tha t the surface. uses of th e ri ver' is compa ti b1e Hi th the
characteristics and use of the districts 'in accol~dance \'lith the
following guidelines:

a. The present 9-root navigation channel shall be maintained.

b. Provision shall be n~de for the use of the river for water
. transport'ation \'1hich is consistent with adopted state and
regional policies and regulations 2nd applic2:ble federal lGHs
and to m-jnir.Jlze any adverse effects associated \'lith such
facil i ti es •

c. Local plans shall identify areas physical1y suitable ,for barge slips
and barge f1 eeti ng , based on such cons i derati onsas safety,
maneuverability, operational convenience, amount of construction
andlor exea va ti on requi red) and envi ronmenta 1 ,impacts; and

d. Loca 1 plans sh a11 sp eci fy ....'hi ch of those areas found phys i cally
suitable may be used for barge slips and barge fleeting areas
in the fut~re. Preference should be given to those areas where
new barge slips and associated facilities can be clustered 5 where
required metropolitan services are already available, and Hhere
use of the riverfront for barge slips and fleeting areas, and
access to them, is compatible with adjacent land use and pub1ic
facil ities.

e. Local plans shall identify, \"henever practicable, locations
where river dredge spoil can be utilized consistent with
natural geological appearances or processes and adjacent land uses.

f. Where there is potential ~onflict of surface use, state and local
govern~ents shall enact appropriate water surface use regulation.

9 ~ The f'1i nnesota Energy Agency shall be l~esponsi b1e for recorrnend i ng to the
EQC a strategy for the development of a coal transportation plan for the
metropolitan area.

5. Local units of government shall develop plans and regulations for
industrial and corrrnercial developments in the River Corridor in
accordance with the following guidelines:

a. Areas for nert! or expanded industrial and com:r.ercial developments~

where urban services are available, and the premature expansion
or upgrading of the Metropolitan ,systems will not be required.
shall be identified.

b. The existing industrial waste discharge points, sanitarJ:> and
storm water discharge points shali be identified.
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c. LOCJl plans s~ould gi~e cs~si~~r2t~on :0 prov,c1ng for future industri2
and CCf;1I,c'~'ri;'l uses tf-.-:t ,-'-":1'.11,',,-, ,.;:;1-;-:>'" (F"eo's-::- inclildl'/-'GI b'Jt- n 0 t- 11',-·;",,~._, '- _4 • l'-- ..... -; ...... " ....... 'J __ , "- _ - oJ .... "-" I oJ ~ \...... J "'" ~I': '-':..::

to such uses as, transportation, water supply ~ waste discharge. InlS

does not preclude the locating of non-water related cses within the
Corridor.

d. The imp2ct of pctenti2.1 mlnlng 2nd extraction :sit.es or other'
fncc;,:patible uses shall be minimized.

e. Land reclamation and reforestation of the mining site shall be
regulated.

6. Local units of government and regional and state agencies shall develop
plans and regulations to maxinrize the creation and maintenance of open
space and recreational potential of the Corridor in accordance with
the ·fo11 O\'li ng gui de1i nes:

a. Existing and potential sites for the fol1m."ing uses shall be
identified and inventoried.

(1) neighborhood, municipal, county and regional parks;

(2) Scenic overlooks, scenic vievls, and public observation platfor;-:-3;

(3) Protected open space areas, including islands, gorges,
\'lild"life preservation areas, and natural areas;

(4) Beaches and undeveloped river frontage on bacKHaters, \-,11; ch
are-:-,;..-suitable for recreation purposes;

(5) Commercial marinas and boat launchi·ng facilities;

(6) Public access points to the river;

(7) Historic sites and districts.

b. The r~etropolitan Council shall prepare a ~eneral trailvlBy plan
for the entire length of the River Corridor 'dhich links regior.al
parks.

c. Local units of government shall identify the potential locat.ion
of trails \>lithin their' jurisdictions, including related problems
and proposed solutions.

d. Plans and programs to acquire sites for public access to the river
and to protect open space areas sha 1"' be deve loped.

e. Programs to acqui re and manage undeve loped islands in the; r na tural
state and to encourage the restoration of other islands for recreation
open space uses shall be adopted.

- 6 - .
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f. In the develop~ent of residential, co~~ercial and industrial
subdivi~ions, and p12n~erl rlrvPlopffient, a d~veloper s~all be
required to dedicate to the public reasonable po~tions of
appropriate riverfront access land or other lands in interest
therein.

In the event of pre.ctical difficulties or pnys-lcal impossibility,
the developer shan be required to contdbute an equivalent amount
of cash to .be used on ly for th e acqui s i ti on of 1and for po.rks, open
space, stonn \'/ater drainage areas or other public services vdth-in
the River Corridor.

7. Local units o'f government and state agencies shall develop plans and
regulations for transportation and public utilities developments in
accorda~ce with the following guidelines:

a. Existing and potential utility and transportation facility crossings
shall be identified and river crossings shall be mini~iz2d aGd
concentrated at existing crossings where possible.

b. The COl~ridor shall not be used merely as a convenient right-Of-way
and nevi or modified transporta.tion and utility facilities shan
complement the planned land and water uses and shall not stimulate
incor~atible development.

c. In planning and designing the construction or reconstruction of all
public transportation facilities which occur within the river
corridor;-consideration shall be given to the provision of scenic
overlooks for motorists, safe pedestrian crossings and facilities
along the River Corridor, access to the river,front in public
o,'lnershi p and reasona.b 1e use of the "land beu'leen the ri ver and
the transportation facility.

8. Lo~al units of government and regional and state agencies shall
develop capital improvement progl~arr:s which are consistent vlith -the
following guidelines:

a.A five year capital improvement program or publi~ facilities program
shall be developed \'ihich covers all public projects to be sited in
the carri dar.

b. The capital improvement program or public facilities program shall
specify the sequence of actions to be undertaken by each public
agency and shall be consistent with the Standards and Guidelines
in Section Band c.

9. Local units of goverr.ment shall reassess all lands in the River Corridor
in accordance with the following guidelines:

a. Local units of goverment shall send copies of adopted plans and
regulations and a~endments of plans and regulations to appropriate
~Jnicipal and county assessors within 30 days after adoption.

b. r".tmicipal and county tax assessors shall reassess an lands in
the Mississippi RiverCorridar for consistency with adopted
plans and regulations within one year of receipt of adopted
plans from local uni ts of gO'lernr.:ent.

_ 7 _
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Local units of gov~rn~ent and regional cn~ state agencies shall prep~re

plans and regulations in acccr~2nc2 wich the natural characteristics and
the character of existing ~evelop~ent in the River Corridor in accordan~e

\'lith the follo'ding guiG;~lines:

. a. Local units of g~~ernmen~ and reQ~ona~ and state.agencies sh~ll prepare
. plans and regula~lons uSlng the dlstrlct boundarles'as described .

. ~h T ~ . ~ 1 ~ r~ l~' 'd 1" .. 1G 1..1 e _n~enm ueve opr.;ent.. r,egu c.t..l0ns· as gUl e Hies, lnaccordance
WIth the purpose of each district as described in the General

. Guidelines Section B•.

b. The City of St. Paul shall prepare plans and regulations to balance open
space 'use and industrial and cOlTil:1ercial developments for the Pig1s
Eye. La ~e area. .

c. Local units of gOV2rn~ent may prepare modifications of the use distr~cts

boundaries as described in the Interim Developrr.ent Regulations if local
units of government demonstrate to the EQC in plans and supporting
docw~ents the consistency of the proposed modification with the
General Guidelines.

11. Local units of government, regional agencies and state agencies shall
provide adequate opportunities. for public participation in the preparation
of plans and regulations.

D. REVIEWING PLfu~S P~D REGULATIONS

1. The ~:etrcpolit3.n Council shall be the lead agency to coordinate the
preparation, submission, review and modification of land use plans,
zoning ordinances, zoning a~endments, ~apital improvement progra~s

and other regulations, specified in Section C, which are "prepared
by local units of government, regional and state agencies.

2. Loca 1 uni ts of government and reg; ona1 agenc; es sha 11 submi t exi sti ng,
modified or prepared plans and regulations that comply with the
Designation Order to the r,jetropolitan Council within six months
of notice of the Order of Designation. The EQC shall review the
state plans and regulatiuns and fbnlard the appropriate sections
to the r'letropol i tan Counci 1.

3. The r'letropolitan Council shall review the plans) regulations; and
capital improvement programs prepared by local units of governments,
regional and state agencies for consistency \·lith regional objectives
and with the Order of Designation. Within 45 days of receiving the
'plans and regulations, the 1,~tropolitan Council shall submit its
written evaluation to the EQC. Upon a r'equest from the l'~2tropolitcn

Council, the EQC may grant 30 days time extensions Hhen the EQC
determines that the Metropolitan Council has satisfactorily
demonstrated that it requires more time for review.

4. The EQC shall review all plans and regulations prepared for the
Mississippi River Corridor, within 45 days of receiving the plans
and regulations from the Metropolitan Council. The EQC shall
determine h'hether they are consistent with the provisions of the
Order'of Designation. \·Jhen the EQC has con1Jlet2d the revie\'l, it
s ha 11 ei th er :

a. Approve the plans and regul ati ons by a wd tten deci s i on and
noti fy the 1oca 1 'uni ts of go'!ernrr..en~ and regi ona 1 and s ta te

. agencies, and the Xetropol i tan Council ~ or
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b. Return them to the loc21 uni ts of governrn~nts, rcgio~31 and
state agencies, and the j'~etrcpolitan Counei 1 for [;lodi fica tlOn
with a written explanation of the need for modification.

5. Within 45 days of EQC's ap~roval of the p12ns and r~gulations, local
units of govet'nment, regional and state 2.Qcncies sh211 adc;Jt the
appl~oved plans and regulat-jons, and shall notify the EQC.

E. UPDATING fl~D RE-EVALUATION OF PLANS AND REGULATIONS

1. Local units of government or regional and state agencies may amend
their plans and regulations that have been approved by the EQC by
resubmi tti ng the plans and regul ati ons \',Ii til any recoHTI1ended changes
thereto, to the EQC for consideration.

2. T\'IO years after EQC's initial approval of the plans and regulations,
local units of government and regional and state agencies shall
resubmi t thei r plans and regul ati ons Hi th any recor::mer.ded changes
thereto, -for review and approval bytl1e EQC.

3. Amendrnents to plans and regulations shall becor::e effective only
. upon the e.ppr'ova 1 thereof by the EQe hi t12 same manner as for
approval of the original plans and regulations as stated in
Section 0_ .

F. DEVELOPNENT PEm'fITS

1. If no plans 9..nd regulations have been?-.¢opted under the provisions of
Section D) local units of governr.~nt and regional and state agencies
shall grant a development permit only if:

a. The development is specifically permitted by the Interim
Development Regulations;

b. The development is essential to protect the public health)
safety, or welfare because of an existing emergency; or

c. The registration, recordation, penTIit, or authorization of
t'le development was issued prior to the date of legal notice
of the EQC public hearing pl~ovid2d in l~inn. Reg. j''EQC 53(3).

2. When plans and regulations have been adopted under the provisions of
Section D) local units of govern~ent, regional and state agencies shall
permit development only in accordance \'lith those plans and resulations.

G. NOn FICATION OF THE DEVELOPl·~ENT PERi-HTS TO TH:: EQC

1. Local units of government, and regional and state agencies shal1
prepare administrative procedures for per.nit notification 2S a part
of their plans and r2gulations. The local units of goverr.~2n~)

regional and state agencies shall notify the EQC of all the develcD-.
ments requiring discretionary actions under their rules and regulc~~cns

at least 30 days before taking action en the application, u;:less ~~e.

EQC infor.i15 the 10c2.1 unit of governr.:ent and regional and stac:e age~(:11'-.

in writing that the EQC need not be r.ctified of certain types of
appl i cati ons.
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.2. Local units of governrnent and regional and state agencies shall prepare
procedures to notify the EQC of their final action on the deve1oph-2nt
pemitsl</hich require: discretion2ry action.

H. JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

If the EQC determines that the administration of the local plans and
regulations is inadequate to protect the state or regional interest,
the EQC may institute appropriate judicial proceedings to compel proper
enforcement of the plans and regulations.

- 10 -
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A.

INTERHJ DEV;::LOP~'l;:;;T REGULATIONS
FOR THE f1ISSISSIPPI RIVER CORRIDOR CRITICAL API.A

GENERAL PROV ISIONS

1. Authority. These procedures are prescribed by the Hinnesota
Environmental Quality Council (Council) pursuant to authority

-granted to the Council in Minn. Stat. Sections l16G.Ol to 116G.14
'(974).

2. Purpose

T~e purposes of these regulatJons are:

a. To protect the public health, safe~y, comfort, convenience
and general welfare;

b. To promote orderly development of the residential, comnercia"/ll
industri~l, recreat10nal and public areas within the corridor;

c. To conserve the natural and scenic beauty of the river corridor;

d. To conserve and develop the natural resources of the river
corridor; and

e. To provide for the compatibility of different land uses and the
most appropriate use of land throughout the river cotridor.

3. Scope.

a. These Interim Development Regulations shall apply to public ~nd

private lands and waters within the Mississippi River Corridor, as
set forth and )egally described in Appendix A &B of the reco~~~ndation
for designation of th':?l'lississippi River COtTidor as a critical
area.

b. The Interim Development Regulations shall govern; but wherever there
is a conflict between the Interim Develop~€nt Regulations and existing
laws, regulations, ordinances, or other provisions of the Interim
Development Regulations, the more restrictive provision shall apply.

c. The Interim Development Regulations should not be used as a complete
model ordinance for adoption by local 'units of government. At the
opti ons of 1oca1 units of government, they may be used as gui dance
for the preparation of plans and regulations.

d. The Interim Development. Regulations shall remain in effect frem
the date of issuance of the Governor1s designation order for
each local unit of government in the critical area until it
adopts plans and regulations approved by the Council.



e. State qnd regional agencies and local units "of governr.;ent shall
r " d' ... -. .r:app ~.2 eve I oprr,211:- .on Iy 1n.C00 I on<1anc~ .\·Jith _thfsC Inter; m • .

,Dev2lopment R2guld~lons untl1 ~he adOptlOn oT plans and regulatlons
approved by the Coune; 1. '

f. Development \'/hich \oiaS approved by a st.ate or regional agency or
a local unit of government after April 25, 1975 shall be subject
to these"Interim Development Regulations and subseqtiently adopted
plans and regulations only to the extent provided in Minn. Reg. MEQC 57.

g. State and regional agencies and local units of government shall
be responsible for the administration and enforcement of the
Interim Development Regulations as of the effective date of
the Governor's Designation'Order.

h. Any regulations or procedure not specified in these Interim Development
, Regulations shall follow the applicable local" unit of governrr,:::nt

regulations or' the appropriate state and regionalagency's rules
and regulations. .

USE DISTRICT DESIGNATIONS

1. Because the river should be managed as, a multiple-purpose resource~

and it possesses a variation in both'riatural characteristics and
types of urban development~ the~Corridor has been segmented into the
fol.lowing four districts \'lhich shall be applied throll~hout the Intedm
Period as described in Appendix A & S"of the recor.mendation for designat"ion
of the Mississippi River Corl'''ldor as a critical area.

a. Rural Open Space Districts

b. Urban Diversified Districts

c. Urban Developed Districts

d. Urban Open Space Districts

2., During the Interim Period, no changes shall be 'made of the district
boundaries set forth by these Interim Development Regulations.

PERMITTED USES

1. Any land or water use development \'lhich is in conformance \·Jith the
standards and guidelines of the Interim Development Regulations shall
be perm; tted. -;l> • .

2. During the Interim Period, no changes shall be made of the permitted
uses allowed by these Interim Development Regulations.

-
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3. Residential Develo"pment

Residential development shall be permitted in all the districts.
All structures and accessory uses or i1ppurtcnances 0 f t'esi d2:1 ti e 1
development shall be subject to the Dimensional Standards and
Criteria in Section F of these Interim DevelopIT'£nt Regulatic-.1s.

4. Commercial and Industrial Uses

a. In Rural. Open Space Districts and Urban Developed Districts,
the developJ1)2nt of new and expansion of existing industrial
and commercial uses and development shall be permi.tted if;

(l) it does not requi re expansion or upgrading of t'~etropolitan
Systems prior to the schedule set forth in adopted
Metropolitan Plans;

(2) it meets the Dirr.€nsional Standards and Criteria in Section F;

(3) it vii 11 not encroach upon future· local or regional parks and
recreation open space identified in the r'Jetropolitan Council IS

Development Guide/Policy Plan for Recreation Open Spz.ce or in
local plans and programs. . .

In Urban OpeT} Space Distri cts) the development of new and expansion
of existing c()mm2rcial and industrial uses and development shall be per
mltted on lands Hhich are on the laild"'ard side of all blufflines,
if it meets the Dimensional Standards and Criteria in Section F.

In Urban Diversified Districts, neH and expansion of existing industria
and com~ercial developments shall be allowed, if it meets the
Dimensional Standafds and Criteria in Section. F.

In Rosemount and Invel~ Grove Heights Urban Diversified District) new
and expansion of existing industrial and commercial development shall b,
permitted, if it does not require premature expansion of Metropolitan
public services. .

5. Agricultural Uses

All agricultural uses except new feedlots may be permitted in an the distr

6. Mining and Extraction

a. In Rural Open Space, Urban Developed, and Urban Diversified Districts,

(1) new mining and extraction may be permitted and shall be subject
to the Dimensional Standards and Criteria in Section F;,

(2) new and, where practicable, existing extraction uses shall be
appropriately screened from vie~.., of the l';ver by establishing
and maintaining natural screen devices;

(3) The unscreened boundaries of mining and extraction areas shall
be limited to only the loading area;
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(4) existing and future extractive uses shall be·required to submit
land reclamation and l'eforestation plans COinpatlble i;ith these
Interim Development Regulations; and

(5) only one bal'g2 loading al'ea which shall be limited to the
m:inimum size practicable shall be pemitted for'each mining
or extraction operation.

b. In Urban Open Space,Districts, new mining and extraction operations
·shall not be permitted.

7. Recreational Uses

a. In all di stri cts, recreati onal uses an.d structures and accessory uses
or appurtenances shall be pel~mitted and shall be subject to the Dimen
sional Standards and Criteria in Section F. ~~ater-re1ated commercial
recreation uses shall not be subject to the Dimensional Standards and
Criteria in Section F.

b. Hithin Urban Open Space Districts, recl~eation uses on islands and
lands beh;een the river and blufflines shall be only for pUblic
recreation uses, historic pl~eservation, and wildlife prese~'ves.

8. Signs

a. In Rural Open Space, Urban Developed, and Urban Open Space Districts:

(l) general advertising signs not visible from the river are permitted;

(2) all other general advertising signs shall be prohibited.

b. In Urban Diversified Districts, general advertising signs are permitted..

D. PEffi1ITTED PUBLIC.FACILITIES

1. Transmission Services

In a11 the di s tri cts~ the construction of neVI and reconstl~ucti on of
existing transmission services shall meet the following standards.

a. The Department of Natural Resources (mm) in revi ewing permi t
applications for all transmission service crossings on the
Mississippi River, Minnesota River, or of State lands requiring
a perP.1it from the DNR pursuant to t~innesota Statutes 84.415 or
105.42 shall give primary consideration to crossings that are
proposed to be located \'lithin or adjacent to existing right-of
\'lays for public facilities, such as railroads, roadvtays, bridges,.
and existing transmission services.

b. Transmission services of under 200 kilovolts, which cross lands
within the River Corridor shall require a special use permit from
the local unit of government. Local units of government shall
apply the standards set forth in Sections O.l.c through h when
processing applications for a special use permit.

c. When routing transni~sion servic~s of under 200 kilovolts~ the
following shall be avoided where practicable:
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(2) scenic intrusions into streams, valleys) and open exposures"
of \'Iatpr;.

(3) scenic intrusions into ureas such ~s ridg~ crests and high
poi nts;

(4) creating tunnel vistas by, for example, building deflections
into the rOll te;

(5) wetlands;

(6) forests by running along fringe rather than through them.
If" necessary to route through fares ts, util-j ze open areas
in order to minimize cutting;

",(7) soil~ susceptible to erosion, which would create sedim~ntation
and pollution problems;

(8) areas of unstable soils whi~h would be subject to extensive
51 i ppages;

(9) areas with highwater tables, especially if construction
requires excavation;

(10) open space recreation areas •.

d. Transmission services shall be subject to the Dimensional Standards
and Criteria in Section F, except at crossing points.

e. Structure-des i gn of transmi ssi on" servi ces.

With regard to locating the utility, overhead or underground:

(1 )

(2)

( 3)

( 4)

primary considerations shall be given to under~"Jl~ound placement
in order to minimize visual impact. When consid~ring overhead
placement~ the proposers shall explain the economic) techno-logical
or 1and characteri s ti c factors wh ich make underground placement
infeasible. Economic considerations alone shall not justify overhea~

placement.

if overhead placement is necessary, the crossi ng should be hidden
from view as much as practicable;

wi th regard to the appearance of the structures, they shall be
made as compatible as practicable \'lith the natural area \'lith
regard to: height and width, materials used, and color;

with regard to the \·tidth of the right-of-way, the cleared"
portion of the right-of-way should be kept to a minimum.

f. In the construction of transmission services, the fo11adingguidelines
shall be applied whenever practicable:

(1) construction in wetlands shall minimize damage to vegetation,
prevent erosion and sedimentation;
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(2) construction shall be undertaken at tirr:es Hhen loca-' fish and
wildlife are not spawning or n~sting;

(3) effective erosion and sedimentation control progran5 shall be
cq.nducted during all clearing, cons tt'ucti on, or -reconstruction
operations in order to prevent the degradation of the river and
adjdcent lands.

g.Safety Considerations

Developers must adhere to applicable Federal and State safety
regulations, both with regard to prevention (such as safety valves
and circuit breakers) and with regard to emergency procedures in
the eY~nt of failure (fire suppre~siori, oil spill clean-up).

h. Ri.9ht-of-way t~ai ntenance

(1) If possible, natural vegetation of value to fish or wildlife,
which does not pose a hazard to or restrict reasonable use of
the utility, shall beallovled to 9row in the right-of-way;

(2) Where v~getation has been removed, new vegetation consisting of
native grasses, herbs, shrubs, and low growing trees, shall be
planted and maintained on the right-of-way; - .

(3) Chemical control of vegetation should be avoided when practicable,
but whel~e· such methods are necessary, chemicals used and the

. manner of-their use must be in accordance \'lith rules, regulations~

and other require~ents of all state and federal agencies with
authority over the use.

2. Sewage Treatment Plants - se"'Iage outfalls, \'later- intake facilities

a. In Rural Open Space, Urban Developed and Urban Diversified Distri2ts
the provision of sewage treatment plants, sewage outfalls and \'later
intake facil i ti es:

(1) wherever practicable, shall conform with the Dimensional
Standards and Criteria in Section F;

(2) shall dedicate the unused river frontage after construction,
for public access or recreation open space use;

(3) shall not include new combined storm and sanitary sewer outfalls.

b. In Urban Open Space District:

(1) no new sewage treatment plants shall be permitted in this
district. However, the fletropolitan Haste Control Commission
may expand the f'ietropolitan HasteYiater Treatment Plant at
the Pig's Eye Lake area, if the expansion plans are approved
by the f1etropolitan Council and they are consistent vlith the
r.:ity of St. Paul's riverft'ont plan approved by the Council
under Section D of the Standards and Guidelines for Preparing
Plans and.Regulations; .
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(2) no new water int~k9 farilities shrtll h2 permitted;

(3) no new combined storm water and sanitary Se\'!2r outfal1s shall
be permi tted.

3. Ess~ntial Services and Public Safety Facilities

Essential services and public safety facilities are permitted in all
the districts. They are subject to 0(1) Regulation.

4. Transportation Facilities

The c6nstruction or reconstruction of all transportation facilities
shall be permitted in all the distri.cts, subject to· the following.
st.andards and criteria:

a. The following guidelines shall be applied \'Iheneve~' practicable
in s'electing routes for transportation facilities:

(1)

(2)

(3)

( 4)

(5)

( 6)

. (7)

(8)

(9)

( 10)

01 )

(12)

careful consideration should be given to the provision of
scenic overlooks for motorists, safe pedestrian crossing
and safe pedestrian pathways along the river;

if possible, provirle access to the riverfront in public
owne~~ship, and allow reasonable public use of the land
between the river and the transportation facility;

steep slopes shall be avoided;
"..:-.

scenic intrusion into stream J valley and open exposures of
water shall be avoided;

scenic intrusion into areas such as ridge crests. and high
points shall be avoided

wetlands shall be avoided;

run along fringes of forests rather than through them. But
if it is necessary to route through forests s then utilize
open areas in order to minimize destruction of commercial.
fares t;

soils whose high susceptibility to erosion \'lould create
sedimentation and pollution problems during and after .
construction shall be avoided;

areas of unstable soils \'Ihich \'Jould be subject to extensi"ve
slippage shall be avoided;

areas with highwater tables, especially if construction
requires excavation, shall be avoided;

locate ne\'l roads to avoid cuts and fills so as to blend into
the natural telTain so that it appears to be a part of the
natural landscape;

open space recreation areas shall be avoided.
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b. Transportation facilities shall be subject to the Dimensional
Standal~ds and Criteria in Section r-, except at crossing points.

c. The following guidelines shall be applied when practicable in
constructing transportation facilities:

(1) reconstruction of an existing public road or railroad should
-be performed in a manner that would minimize a,ny adverse
effect on the na tura1 beauty and envi ronment of the ri veri

(2) effective erosion and sedimentation control programs shall
be conducted durinq all clearing, construction or reconstruction
operations in order to prevent the degradation of the l~iver

and its adjacent lands;

(3) construction across \'letlands shall take place in a manner \·:hich
minimizes damage to vegetation, and in a manner preventing
erosion and sedimentation;

(4) construct at tiffies when local fish and wildlife are not spawning
or nesting.

d. Safety Considerations

Developers must aphere to applicable Federal and State safety
regulations with regard to new road construction or reconstruction
of an existing road.

e. The followi.ng guidelines shall be applied \'lhen practicable for right-of-.
way maintenance:

(1) if possible, natural vegetation of value to fish or wildlife,
and \\thich does not pose a safety hazard, shall be allovleel to
grow in the roadside l~ight-of-\",ay;

(2) \'lhere vegetation has been removed) new vegetation consisting· of
native grasses, herbs, shrubs, and trees shall be planted and
maintained on the roadside right-af-way;

(3) chemical control of vegetation is discouraged. But where Such"
methods are justified, chenlicals used and the manner of their
use must be in accordance with rules) regulations a~d other
requirements of all Stat~ and Federal agencies with authori~

over their use.

5. Barge Facilities

a. In Ru~al Open Space and Urban Developed Distri~ts, the following
standards shall apply:

(1) the expansion of existing barge slips within these districts
shall be permitted;

- 8 -



(2) no new bCl~'g2 s1ips shan D2 P~"l.:11t::::1 until local riverfront plan
2.nd rp~!)12",:",ir.ns hi'.ve. C22!l fe'/i '2\~~d by the f'~~ Uopo 1i'tan Ccunei 1
and approved by the Council according to the procedures in
U1"rlrl R~'l- r~~or ~~rc).-1 ,. \~~J~" J~ , ..... J.J~ •

b. In Urban Open Space Distr'icts, the follcwing .standards shall apply:
~

(1)

(2)

no new barge slips shall be permitted;

no barge fleeting areas shall be permitted until local riverfront
plans and regulations have been revie~v2d by the r'~etl~opolitan

Counei 1 and approved by the Counci 1 accordi n9 to the procedures
in Minn. Regs. MEQC 55(c).

I ~

I

c. In Urban Diversified Districts all barge facilities are pe}"mitted.

E. EARTH00RK AND ~~GETATION

1. Grading and Filling

In all districts, the following provisions shall apply to grading and
fi 11 i ng:

.a. Grading, filling, excavating, or othen'lise changing the topography
landward of the ordinary high I'later mark shall not be conducted
wi thou t a permi t from the 1oca 1 authority. A perm; t may be is sued'
only if: '

(1) ea('thmoving, erosion, vegetative cutting, and the destruction
of-natural amenities is minimized;

(2) the smallest amount of ground is exposed for as short a time as
feasible;

..
(3) temporary ground cover, such as mulch, is used and permanent

ground cover, such as sad is planted;

(4) methods to prevent erosion and trap sediment are employed; and

(5) fill is established to accepted engineering standards.

b. A separate grading and filling permit is not required for grading,
filling, or excavating the minimum area necessary for a building
site, essential services, sevlage disposal systems, and private road
and parking areas undertaken pursuant ,to a validly issued building
permi t.

2. Vegetation Management

a. In Rural Open Space, Urban Developed and Urban Open Space Districts,
·the following standards shall apply:

(1) on developed islands, public recreation lands, the slope Dr

face of bluffs within 200 feet of the normal high \'later r::a rk
of the river, and \·,ithin the area 40 feet landI-lard from bl ufflines,
clear cutting shall not be permitted;
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'(. , . (2) an ell ether
..

lands \·,-lthin
shall be guided by the follo'r'ring prov sions:

(a) clear cutting shall not be used I':rlcre soil, slope, or
other watershed conditions are fragile and subject to
injUl~y;

(b)- clear cutting shall be conducted only where clear cut
blocks, patches or strips are, in all cases, shaped
and blended with the natural terrain; -

(c) the size of clear cut blocks, patches, or strips shall
.' be kept at the minimum necessary;

'( d) \·,here feas i b1e all clear cuts shall be conducted beh/een
September 15 and Hay 15. If natural regen2l~ation \'Ii 11
not result in adequate vegetative cover, areas in \'/hich
clear cutting is conductea shall be replanted to prevent
erosion and to maintain the aesthetic quality'of the area
\'ihere feasible, replanting shall be performed in the same
spring, or the following spring.

(3) the selective cutting of tl~ees greater than 411 in diarr:.eter may be
permitted by local units of government \-/hen the cutting is
appropriately spaced and staged so that a continuous natural
cover is maintained.

b. In Urban Diversified District:

(1) on the slope or face of b1ufts and \'li thi n areas 40 feet
landward fram established blufflines, clear cutting shall
not be per~itted;

(2) the selective cutting of trees gi'eater than 4" in diameter
may be permi tted by 'local uni ts of gover'nment \'then the cutting
is appropriately spaced and staged so that a continuous natural
cover is maintained.

c . . These vegetative management s'tandards shall not prevent the pruning
and cutting of vegetation to the minimum amount necessary fOl 1 the

. construction of bridges and roadways and for the safe installation,
maintenance and operation of essential services and utility trans
mission services which are permitted uses.

F. DINENSIONAL STANDARDS AND CRITERIA

1. Objecti ves

The objectives of Dimensional Standards and Criteria are: to maintain
the aesthetic integrity and natural environr.€nt of certain districts,
to reduce the effects of poorly planned shoreline .and bluffline develop
ment, to provide sufficient setback for sanitary facilities, to prevent
pollution of surface and ground water, tominimi2e flood damage~ to
prevent soil eros'ion~ and to implement Hetropolitan Plans, Guides and
Standards.
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2. SubstJnd2.rd Lot.

The local unit of govern~ent may approve any proposed new
structure or chcnses to E'xisting structure \·,hen th2 follm'ling fir.din;;s
are made:

a. The lot h'cs recorded in the Office of the County Register of Deeds
(or Registr2r of Titles) prior to the date of legal notice of the
EQC public hearing, April 25, 1975.

b. The lot Has in separate O\'mership from
o
all abutting land on April 25,

c. The proposed use is consistent \'lith the provisions of the Interim
Devel~pment Regulations and )ocalordinance.

d. It can be demonstrated that a proper and adequate sewage disposal
system can be installed according to interim regulations~ Health
Department's and PCAls l'cgulations.

e. The lot size 'is \>lithin sixty (60) percent of the size required in
the Interim Developlilent Regulations.

3. Lot Size.

a. In the RU1~al Open Space and Urban Developed Districts, the follO\'r'ing
minimum lot sizes shall be required:

(1) in unsewered areas, the minimum lot size shall be five acres
per 54n91e family unit;

(2) in sev/ered areas, the minimum lot size shall be consistent
with the local zoning ordinance.

b o In the 'Urban Open Space and Urban Diversified Distxicts) the mlnl811r.1
lot size shall be consistent with the local zoning ordinance.

° 4. Structure Setback.

a. All required setbacks shall be applicable to each bluffline proceeding
landward from the river. °

b. All new structures and roads shall meet the followin9 minimumosetbacks:

(1) in the Rural Open Space District, no· structure or road shall be
placed less than 200 feet from the normal highwater ma~k, and no
less than 100 feet from blufflines;

(2) in the Urban Developed District, and Urban Open .Space District,o
the structure or road shall be placed no less than 100 feet fro~

the normal highwater mark of the river, and 110 less than 40 feet
from b1uffl i nes;

(3) in the Urban Diversified District, the structure or road shall
be placed no less than 40 feet fromothe bluffline.
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c. Exceptions to setback provisions

(1)' public safety facilities, public bridges and theil' road\,/ay
approaches, railroad sidings, minor public and private
roadways serving water-related uses on the riverfront;

(2) public-recreation facilities, scenic overlooks, public
observation platforms, and the regional trail system, docks,
boat launching facilities;

(3) approved river crossi~gs of essential service, and essential
servi ces di s tri buti on SYS terns \'lhi ch are pri marily underground
except for termi na 1 and meted ng dey; ces not exceed; ng six
feet in height, and supporting structures for transmlssion
cross i I1CJ spans;.

(4) the construction of above-ground pumping stations for
sewer lines which shall be screened from view of the river;

(5) the reconstruction or restoration of historical structures or
sites on the inventory of the State Hi-?torical Society or the
National Register of Historic Places.

( a)

(b)
(c)
( d)
(e)

,5. Height of Structures.

a. In the Rural Open Space, Urban Developed and Urban Open Space Districts:

(1) new structures and additions to existing structures shall
be limited to a-maximum of 35 feet;

(2) the following exceptions to height limits shall be permitted:

expansion of existing industria'l camp-I exes, such as '
refineries and storage areas;
barns, silos and similar farm structures;
essential service distribution systems;
bridges, bridge approach roaoways, and transmission services;
r~storation or reconstruction of historical structures and
sites on the inventory of the State Historical Society or
the National Register of Historical Places.

b. In the Urban Diversified District, there are no restricti6ns on
the height of structures.

6. Placement of Structures.

a. The following standards shall apply in any district:

(1) no new structures shall be placed on slopes which are 18 percent
or grea ter;

(2) structures may be permitted on slopes \·/hich are greater than
12 percent, but less than 18 percent, when the following
conditions are met:
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I
(a) the developer can prove that the development on the

slope can be acccmpl'ished llithout increasing erosion;
(0) the so'!1 types and the geolo~L\>' al'2 suit<lole ror slope

deve 1op,",ent;
(c) th2re i s prcp~r mr:ma gt:T.1~nt"of vegetati on to control runoff.

(3) when an approved floodplein ordin2nce exists, structure place~211t

sh ;:lll bo ~'o""'''''''''<>d h\l t'h,,+ O""'dl" r.::ln rn Uhoro':>n :>""~O'/On +"1 ,.,,.,?,-., 1:> i'~ ..... ~ i'-. J. "- -.J I c~ L.! .... , f ~ - .. • ••• - ...... '-" I ~~,; l' • • ......... - .. ..... :...J......;. r' l ........ j

ordinance does not exist, the elevat10~ at which the lowest floor
of a structure, including basement, may he placed shall be
consistent with the Minnesota statewide standards and criteria
fm~ management of floodplain areas;

~4) in Rural Open Space, Urban Developed and Urban Open Space Distric
no development shall be permitted on presently undeveloped island~
except those developments specifically related to wildlife .'
preservation and recreation open space uses, and bridge piers
when other considerations dictate that br'idge crossing alignr:;ent;

(5) in Urban Diversified Districts, the development on islands relate·
to recreation open space uses and historical preservation of site:
and ar(~as on the Inventory of the tjinnesota State Historical Soc;,
and the National Register of Historic Places shall be permitted.
New industry, comr:;ercial,res'idential and other uses shall be
permitted on islands if they are consistent with local zoning
ordinances and with the historical character.

7. Line of Sigrrt

In Rural Open Space Districts, Urban Devel~ped Districts, and Urban
Open Space Districts, the development"of new and expansion of existing
industrial and commercial uses and devc"/opment shall be permitted> if -it
cannot be seen from the normal highwatel~ mark on the opposite side of
the river. Water-related commercial and industrial uses shall not be
subject to this ~'equirerr,.ent.

G. SANITARY STANDARDS AND CRITERIA

1. The following standards shall apply to all districts:

a. All parts of on-site set/age disposa"l syste~s shall be located at
least 75 feet from the nonnal high'r'later mark.

b. No on-site sewage disposal system shall be placed \'Iithin designated
floodplains.

H. NON-CONFORMING USES AND STRUCTURES

1. Any structure or use existing upon the effective date of these Interim
Deve1opment Regul ati ons \'Ih; eh d09s not conform to the use res tri c ti ons
of a particulal~ use district of the Interim Developfl:ent Regulations shan
automatically continue as a non-confol-ming use or structure.

2. Hhenever a non-conforming building or structure has been damaged by
fire, flooel, explosion, earthquake, \'Jar, riot, or otnerpisaster, it may b~

reconstructed to its prior use when the damage to the building or
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stnlcture is fifty percent (50~;) or less of its fair market value.
Hhere' the damage is fifty percent (50;:;;) or more, t~econstruction

shall not be permitted for any structure that do~s not meet the
minimum requil'ed standa1'ds.

3. Hhen any Don-conform; ng use of a bui ldi ng or structure has been
changed to a conforming use, it shall not be changed to a non-
conform; n9 use. '

4. If a non-conforming use is discontinued for 6 consecutive months, any future
use of the building or premises shall confOl~m to the Interim Development
Regul ati ons.

1. ADMINISTRATION

1. Local units of government and regional and state agencieS' shall notify
the Council of the follO'.·;ing types of proposed development within the
Mississippi River Corridor: .

a. Development permit applications for the development of a new Ot~ ffi:3.jcr
expansion of an industl~ial, commercial facility in the Rural Open Space,
Urban Developed and Urban Open Space Districts.

b. All govenHnent developments.

c. Inside the 1975 Metropolitan Urban Service Area (MUSA), development
permit applications for the deve19pment of:

(l) 50 or more dwelling units in a fuulti-family project;
(2) 25 or more lots in a mobile home court;
(3) 25 or more lots in a residential project.

d. Outside the MUSA, development permit applications for the developmehtof:

(1)
(2)
(3)
( 4)

e. Any

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
( 8)

25 or more dwelling units in a multi-family project;
10 or more lots in a mobile home court;
10 or more lots in a residential project;
any residential developments in Rural Open Space Districts.

development on or involving the alteration of:

a \'letl and;
a floodp la in;
an island;
a slope of greater than 12 percent;
the removal of 5 contiguous acres or more of vegetative cover;
the grading or filling of 20 contiguous acres of land;
the deposit of dredge spoil;
more than 50 linear feet of a riverbank.

f. Any development involving the establishment of a public or private
structure, facility or other which crosses the rivet~.

g. The development or expansion of any com~ercial harbor or barge loading
or fleeting area.
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h. Any development Hhich vlOuld result in the discha~-~eof \-latet· in~o or
\1ithdr()wal of \'latcl- from the i-iississippi River \'ihlCh \-lOuld requl}~e a
state permit.

i.

j.

Any developments \·,ithin the historical district? established by the
State Legislature.

Deve lopment for whi ch ~letropol i tan Council revi ew is reques ted by:

the loc~l unit of government ""ith jurisdiction;-(1)

( 2) resolution from tHO or more local units of government adjacent
to the 1Dcal uni ts of government \'!i th; n whi ch the proposed
deve1opment iss i ted. -

k. Any development which requires a rezoning or compatible use permit.

a.

2. Procedure~ for Reviewing Proposed Development

Local units of goverlUlient _and regional and state agencies shall notify
the Council in \'lriting of any proposed development listed in Section
1.1 at least 30 days before the local units of government and l'egional
and'state agencies take final action to approve or deny the development.

In th_e event the j·letropo1i.tan Council elects to hold a. Ilearing under
Section 1Z.e., no final action-to approve or deny the proposed develop.
ment rnay be taken until 15 days after the Counci 1 rece1\l es the
Metropolitan Council jecommendation.

b. The Counei 1 shall send a copy of the proposed cleve1opment to the
Hetropolitan Council for review no later than "2 days after- the
date of the Council's receipt of the application.

c. The Metropolitan Council shall review the proposed devel~pment and transmit_
written recommendation with reasons for approving, modifying, or
denying the proposed development to the Council no later than
18 days after the t'letropo 1i tan Counei l' s l~ecei pt of the app1i cati on,
except when a public hearing is required by the Metropolitan Council,
in which case, Section 1.2.e(1) and (2) shall be followed.

d. Other local units of govel~nment and l~egional and state agencies may
transmi t to the Counci 1 thei r \'Iri tten cornments on the proposed
development pub1i shed in the EQC f'~oni toV' ~,,,,.,,,,,,,,,":~\';',,:.~r;<:,,,"~,~~.~J:~~·:""!'1-:':'r"'7:':~-;"

..... • I ~-'l.::~'::;":";;''''~5''$A:':~~~~~~'::~;.-''~h'~:;~ ~

within 15 days of date of the publication. .

e.(l) When the Metropolitan Council decides to hold a public hearing
on a proposed development application, the public hearing shall
be conducted in accordance with the Metropolitan Council's
statutory requirements, and notice of the hearing shall be filed
with the Council and affected municipalities, counties, and
applicants. -

(2) The Hetropolitan Council shall submit its final recorr:mendation on
the proposed development to the Council within 30 days of closing
date of the hearing record.

I~



f. The Council shail" uccept or r:100lTY "[ne 1"1erl"(JpUIILctr! l-UUII\.-II ;:,

recorr;!1~.~nddtion5 and shall consid~r the co;:;r::ents of the local units
of govemrr::ent crnd re~i';oil()l lind stutc: Jg2nc1'::::; llr.d t:'·.;:~sr:1i t the
.'ecommendation to the local unit of government and regional and
.state agencies no later than 10 days after the date of receipt of
the HetroDolitan Counci1 l s reconmendatioll ..

g. The Counci 1 may exteild the 30 days tiil:(; fm' a jJorti eLll ar proposed
development if the Metropolitan Council, the deve16per, any local
unit of government Clnd regional and state agencies with jurisdiction
agree to the extension.

h. Failure of the' Council ·to act on the notice of a proposed development
wi th; n the prescri bed peri od of time shall cons ti tute acceptance by
the Council of the final action on the Pl~oposed development by the
local unit of government, regional or state agency. .

i. Within 30 days after the final"action, local units of go~ernment and
regional and state agencies shall notify the Council of the final
action on all proposed development listed in Section Ii, or of
emergency acti ons approved under the provi si ons 0 f Sect i on 15.

j. ~'!hen the Council has recomr.lended to a local government unit,
regional or state agency to modify or to deny a pr'opased develop-

. ment, and that t-ecafmTIend2tion is not follm'/2d, the proposed
develapscntshall not be 2pprov~d for 30 d~ys after the Council
receives notice of final action. If the Council appeals the
decision to district court, the appeal shall be wade within
30 days of receipt.notice of final action. When an appeal is
made, the development shall not be approved until the appeal
process is scheduled .

..;....

3. Dimension Variance

a. Localunits of government may grant a dimension variance from
strict compliance with the setback, or height restrictions, or lot·
size or line of sight requirement contained in the Interim Development
Regulations after an administrative hearing that shall be conducted
according to the regulations of the local unit of government.

b. A dimension variance may be gi~anted on·ly \:Jhen the follo/ling findings
are made:

'.,

( 1)

(2)

( 3)

(4)

the strict enforcement of the setback or height restrictions, or"
lot size or line of sight \'/i11 result in unnecessary hardship.
IlHardshi p ll as used in the consideration of a dimension variance
means that the p.~operty in ques ti on cannot be put to a reasonable
.use under the d'imension provisions of these Interim Developmen.t
Regu 1a ti ons ;

there are exceptional circumstances unique to the property that
\-Jere not created by a landO\Yner after April 25,1975;

the dimensio~ variance does not allow any use that is not a
compatible use in the land use distdct in which the property
is located;

the dimension variance will not alter the essential character
of the locality as established by these Interim Development
Regulations;



, " (5)
, '

the diin~rsiol1 v~n'iance \'!auld not b2 cont!'ary to the intent of
the Order.

4. Compatible Use Permit

a. Local unit:; of gO'Jernr::s:1t may grant a compcttible use perf:1it after an
administrative h2arin~] that shall be conducted according to the

:-regulations of the local unit of government for conditio~al or
special use permits.

"b. A compatible use permit may be granted for a proposed development
only when the following findings are made:

(1)

(2)

(3)

it is consistent with the intent of the Order, and the
adopted policies of ~he Metropolitan Council and the
Environmental Policy Act; and

it is compatible \'lith uses in the immediate vicinity; and

i tis permi tted by the ordinances of the local uni t of governr::enL

5. Emel~gency Act; ons.

In accordance with the Act) local units of government) regional and
state agencies may grant a development permit when certified in writing
by the local unit of government. regional and state agencies, or the
County Zoning Administration \'lith the existing authority that the
development is essential to rrotect the public health) safety or

'welfare in-an existing emergency and that a local ordinance or state
regulation \1a5 in effect'i1TlITJediately prior to April 25. 1975 and a
deve lopment permi t \·:oul d have been granted thereunder.
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