Senators recite the Pledge of Allegiance on Tuesday as the 2009 Legislature convenes at the Capitol in St. Paul. The House and Senate convened shortly after

- PIONEER PRESS PHOTOS: BEN GARVIN

noon to take their oaths of office and handle routine steps to get organized for the year. For more photos of the opening session, go to twincities.com.
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But Senate Majority Leader
arry Pogemiller, DFL-Min-

et cuts last month and hope to
continue that relationship to
solve the massive budget
deficit after the governor pro-
poses his budget fix Jan. 27.

“There's no partisan solution
to this,” he said. :

In a show of bipartisanship,
the Senate re-elected Sen. Jim

Afetzen, DFL-St. Paul, as presi-

neapolis, said some senators vdent and Sen. Dennis Freder-

need all their stamps to main-
tain contact with their con-
stituents, and most DFLers
agreed. They voted down
Koch’s motion, 36-29.

Next, Sen. Ray Vandeveer,
VR—Forest Lake, tried to bar sena-
tors from getting reimbursed
for travel during the session. He
said it would show their willing-
ness to sacrifice and set an
example for the rest of the state.

But Pogemiller said the Sen-
ate already has drastically cut
its travel budget. — both the
House and Senate slashed
their budgets by $800,000in the
first round of spending reduc-
tions in December — and some
travel is needed to educate
lawmakers and inform the
public. Again, the DFL leader
prevailed on a 49-12 vote.

After the two-hour floor ses-

ion, Senate Minority Leader
David Senjem, R-Rochester,
said the Republicans’ unsuc-
cessful attempts to start mak-
ing small spending cuts imme-
diately were symbolic gestures
{o demonstrate their infent to
“find savings within govern-
ment.”

The moves also showed that”

the Senate Republican minori-
ty plans to be more assertive
than it’s been in the past.

“You'll probably see a little
more feistiness this year,” Sen-
jem said.

But for the most part, the
opening day featured an abun-
dance of bipartisan goodwill.

Pogemiller, who often battled
with Republican Gov. Tim
Pawlenty in the past, said DFL
senators and House leaders
worked closely with the gover-
nor on the first round of budg-

ickson, R-New Ulm, as presi-
dent pro tem. It's unusual for a
member of the minority party
to hold a high Senate office.
Frederickson, who was first
elected to the post in 2007, will
preside over floor sessions
when Metzen is absent.

The Senate session started
on a poignant note with

ing in a chamber where 11 her,

months earlier senators voted
to remove her from her second
job as state transportation
commissioner.

A somber Molnau told sena-
tors she was honored to be
there, presided over Metzen’s
election and then quickly
departed without stopping to
chat with the Jawmakers.

on the floor before spending
two hours handling routine
n business such as re-electing
Lt. Gov. Carol Molnau presid- y{ﬂapA Margaret Anderson Kelli-

DFL-Minneapolis, as
House speaker.
ep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano,
proposed reducing  daily
nse payments and housing
allowances for legislators, but

Vgouse Majority Leader Tony

ertich, DFL-Chisholm, prom-
ised theissue would be taken up
in a future committee hearing.

A first-time legislator, Rep.

In the House, legislatorsyeff Hayden, DFL-Minneapolis,
mixed with family and friends had a good-sized gathering of of the “Override Six,” a group

An unidentified intern catches a few winks in a Senate gallery.

Lt. Goy Carol Molnau
presidésQver o
the Senate session Tuesday.
Eleven months earlier, sena-
tors voted to remove Mol-
nau from her second job as
state transportation com- |
missioner. On Tuesday, she

_told senators she was hon-

ored to be there, presided
over the election of the
Senate's president and then
departed without stopping
to chat with lawmakers.

proud family members sitting
directly behind him. Before the
session began, he said he
couldn’t be more enthusiastic
about tackling business.

“I'm really excited, really
proud and really humble the

-people in my district picked me

torepresent them in this tough
time,” Hayden said, noting that
akey objective this year willbe
to figure out how to make state
government work smarter.
Another legislator who was
clearly happy to be there was
ep. Jim Abeler, R-Anoka, one

T
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of Republican legislators who
voted last year to go against
the party and governor and
support a controversial trans-
portation spending bill. After
being chastised by party lead-
ers, several of them were
either defeated or chose not to
seek re-election.

“I stuck my neck out for
them, and they backed me up,”
Abeler said of his constituents.

He said legislators must be
especially thoughtful this year
as they try to figure a way out
of the state’s projected budget
deficit.

“Weneed to figure out what’s
essential, what’s important,
and what’s nice,” he said.

Abeler said that, for him, the
time leading up to the session
had been very collegial. He
said Kelliher, for example,
appointed him vice chairman
of the Health and Human Ser-
vices Finance Division, a fig-
urehead position usually
reserved for a member of the
majority party.

He said he’s approaching this
session with renewed vigor and
hopes his colleagues are “less
focused on divisive issues.”

“Man, it’s going to be a tough

,” said Rep. Cy Thao, DFL-
St. Paul. “It’s going to be tough
for everybody. But at the same
time, it's an opportunity for us to
remake government, to rethink
what government means to the
people of Minnesota.”

Thao said he's especially
interested in trying to figure
out how to contain long-term
health care costs.

Kelliher was re-elected as
speaker on an 8642 vote.

“T think everybody is pretty
serious about this session,” she
said before it got under way.

In her acceptance speech,
she stressed cooperation.

“This must be our goal —
better and improved results
for the public even if the path
before us is marked with
obstacles and our past posi-
tions don't easily bend,” Kelli-
her said.

i
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2009 Minnesota Legislature

As lawmakers assemble,
a few sparks begin to fly

- GOP’s cost-cutting suggestions face quick rejection

By Bill Salisbury and Dennis Lien
PiongfsfieseR PRESS ¢ 7 09

It was a sign of things to come.

The Minnesota Legislature started its
2009 session Tuesday with debates over
how much lawmakers would spend on
their own postage stamps and fravel as
they grapple with a $4.85 billion budget
shortfall.

Taced with making painful spending
cuts, the House and Senate convened p LRI i
shortly -after noon to take their oaths of BEN GARVIN: PIONEER PRESS
office and handle routine steps to get Myles Champion, 5, on Tuesday tries
organized for the year. out the desk of his father, first-term Rep.

A feisty little band of Senate Republicans y/Bobby JJoe Champion, DFL-Minneapolis.
— they’re outnumbered by Democrats,

46-21 — created the first friction of the ses-

sion by challenging the majority party to about $56,000. Legislators don’t need to

start cutting its own spending immediately. mail that many letters “in these days of
\/Sin. Amy Koch, R-Buffalo, made a e-mail, Facebook and Twitter,” Koch said

motion to trim the senators’ postage later. :

allowance from 5500 to 3,500 first-class
stamps, saying that would save the state 2009 LEGISLATU!@\)/,

(oue! )
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Legislators hear local concerns

More than
100 people attend
town hall meeting

By LISA KACZKE
Staff Writer

Local officials and resi-
dents voiced their opinions
about funding cuts pro-
posed by Gov. Tim Pawlenty
during a town hall meeting
Saturday.

More than 100 people
attended the meeting at the
Bob Walls Memorial Union
Hall, where speakers were
able to provide two minute
testimonies to Rep. Tom
Anzelc, Sen. Tom Saxhaug,
Rep. David Dill and Rep. Cy
Thao. .

Among the issues brought
to the state legislators atten-
tion were cuts to social serv-
ices, health care, local gov-
ernment aid and education.

In his closing remarks,
Thau said people in his dis-
trict in St. Paul expressed the
same concerns as those who
spoke at the Saturday's
méeting. Asa member of the
House Health and Human
Services  Policy  and

- Oversight Committee, Thau
told the crowd that mem-
bers of the committee don't
agree with Pawlenty’s pro-
posed ciits to social services.

- Koochiching County
Community Services
Director Terry Murray said
he was concerned with the
severity of the proposed
cuts, as well as the proposal
to regionalize social services.

It's a time when residents

© 2009 DAILY JOURNAL
All Rights Reserved.

who have never used social
services are turning to it,
Murray said.

“What a great time to cut
it,” he said. He concluded by
asking the legislators to let
social services departments
work out the funding prob-
lems instead of Pawlenty.

Resident George Konecny
passionately asked the legis-
lators to speak to Pawlenty

See CONCERNS Page 7A
about the proposed cuts.

“My heart bleeds when I
think of what Pawlenty is
doing,” Konecny said, point-
ing out that millions of
Americans can't afford health
insurance. “Don’t cut the
services for those who need it
most.”

Resident Jennifer Beck told
the legislators that cuts are
being made to services need-
ed by vulnerable popula-
tions. She said she’s looking
for a job now and noted that
cuts are being made to the
Work Force Centers.

Cynthia Jaksa, Falls city
councilor and site manager
of Kootasca, said she is con-
cerned cuts proposed for
social services will cause a
decline in the local economy
and make it more difficult for
businesses to survive. She
also called for a more equi-
table tax system, because the
current system causes resi-
dents with the lowest
incomes to pay the highest
tax rates.

International Falls Mayor
Shawn Mason told the legis-
lators that budget restric-

tions caused by local govern-
ment aid cuts “unfairly target
poor rural municipalities.”
Citing a study completed by
the League of Minnesota
Cities, she said Pawlenty
“doesn’t pass the fairness
test.” The LGA cuts are caus-
ing cities to restrict their
budgets for items such as
police, fire, recreation and
libraries. The study compares
how the cuts are going to cost
residents in services in com-
munities around the state. In
Ely, the cost are estimated to
cost $156 per person and in
International Falls, the cuts
are estimated at $142 per
person, Mason said. That
compares to a per capita cost
of $18 for residents in
Minnetonka.

Marie Blumbhardt, Falls
High School teacher and
president of the 'local
teacher’s union, said she was
concerned about a 7-percent
cut to education being pro-
posed in the Senate. She
noted that a cut in funding
would cause larger class sizes
for kindergarten, first and
second grades. The larger
class sizes would, in turn,
create a situation where it is
harder for teachers to
instruct students in reading.

“We can't wait for an eco-
nomic stimulus to teach out
students to read,” Blumhardt
said.

Cuts to health care also
concerned several people
who spoke. )

Koochiching County
Public Health Director Susan
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Congrave said maintaining tion project. nursing homes, he said.
funding to local public health » Falls High School teacher * Resident Jim Yount asked

departments is “key to pro-
tecting Minnesotans’
health.” She pointed to the
purpose of local health
departments in preventing
diseases, which minimizes
long-term costs to the state.
Bonnie Erickson, chief
executive officer of Falls
Memorial Hospital, said that
while cuts are being pro-
posed that will affect FMH,

Sue Nordquist asked the leg-
islators to keep the impior-
tance of world language edu-
cation in mind when dis-
cussing a proposed bill that
would restore a law that
would require districts to
offer two years of a foreign
language and increase the
requirement to three years by
2015.

* Ward Merrill, executive

legislators to change the
Minnesota Constitution to
allow runoff elections. He
cited the Senate trial case
between candidates Al

Franken and Norm Coleman
-A¢ a reason for the change.

* Resident Dennis Wagner
requested legislators investi-
gate an -odor coming from
the AbitibiBowater mill in

the hospital is getting hitwith ~ director of Citizens for Fort Frances during the sum-
more patients. Backus, asked for federal ... e also asked the legis-
We have to provide careto  stimulus money for several lators to support funding for

those who don't have insur-
ance. We can't turn people
away,” Erickson said.

Other people addressed

projects being planned for
Backus/AB. The funding
would be used to complete a
$1 million remodeling proj-

the extension of a sewer proj-
ect east of International Falls
toward Rainy Lake. He con-

key iterns Saturday: ectthat would adda commu-  ¢Jyded by asking the legisla-
* Drug Court Coordinator nity kitchen and third floor ‘
DellaWarren and Judge Chad  offices in Backus. tors to expedite a land trans-

LeDuc implored the legisla-
tors to reject cuts to  funding
for drug court. Warren noted
that in a recession, crime
goes up, as well as drug and
alcohol use. LeDuc asked
that legislators not cut fund-
ing for a program that saves

* LeeAnn Meer, of Friends
Against Abuse, asked legisla-
tors to keep funding at its
current level to her agency.
She added that domestic
abuse is “staggering” in
Koochiching County and
costs the county about

fer that would allow a girls
camp at Camp Kooch-i-
ching to expand on Rainy
Lake.

* Resident Dan Blais asked
that the government elimi-
nate the Federal Reserve.

the county money. $890,000 annually. * Resident Roy Sandstrom
* Koochiching County ¢ Adam Coe, of the Good asked the legislators to
Commissioner Mike Hanson ~ Samaritan ~ Society — of yequest the federal govern-

requested the legislators find
a.way to alleviate the impact
state wetland laws have on
the county. He also said he
appreciated the support tthe
county has received for its
proposed plasma gasifica-

International Falls, asked the
legislators to review reim-
bursements to nursing
homes. The low reimburse-
ment rates for the Good
Samaritan are causing a gap
in funding between some

ment allow residents to
receive the TV channels they
want. He also asked the legis-
lature pass a bill legalizing
medical marijuana.
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Tuesday, March 24, 2009

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Input from town hall meeting
will be brought to St. Paul

To the editor,

We want to thank every-
one, and there were well
over 100 of you, who took
the time to participate in
our legislative town hall
meeting in International
Falls this past weekend.
Your stories and ideas show
clearly what is at stake in
our efforts to responsibly
close our record budget
deficit in the face of the
worst economic recession
in decades. We also want to
thank Rep. David Dill from
Crane Lake and Rep. Cy
Thao, who traveled over 300
miles from his home dis-
trict in St. Paul to hear from
the citizens we represent.

While there were many
different opinions

© 2009 DAILY JOURNAL
All Rights Reserved.

expressed at the meeting,
common themes certainly
emerged. Most people who
spoke talked about the
value and need for specific
programs and services, but
understood sacrifices will
be required to close our $5
billion deficit. More than
anything, we heard that
people want those sacri-
fices to sharedby all
Minnesotans so that no
particular region or group
of Minnesotans are asked to
unfairly bear too large a
burden to close this deficit.

We plan on bringing your
voicesto the state Capitol as
we work to balance our
budget fairly. That means
making sure Minnesotans
share in the sacrifice so that

our children, seniors and
disabled aren’t asked to
endure the deepest spend-
ing cuts, It also means mak-
ing strategic budget choices

to maintain programs and
services that will position us
for . long-term economic
success, including support
for our public schools and
programs and services that
promote and create jobs.
Again, thank you for par-
ticipating in the democratic
process and helping us bet-
ter serve our communities
in the state Legislature.
Rep. Tom Anzelc, DFL-
Balsam Township
Sen. Tom Saxhaug, DFL-
Grand RApids
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MN Ldbbvis has an idea: rate the legislators

Posted fast weel » Comment

Biz Daddy at 12:15pm March 29 '
I'loves it! Let’s do it

Voice of Reason at12:22pm March 29 .
Figures you'd love it BD. I'm not so sure... Still wanna get drinks?

Bobby joe Champion X
Add as Friend

Erint Murphy X
Add as Friend

MN Lobbyists at 1225pm March 29
Not to worry, VoR--we can do this anon.




Rep. Margaret Anderson Kelliher (DFL)

District GOA—MlnneapuI/s

. OVERALL 8.5

BRAINS 8.3

e = WORKETHIC 8.7
w! EFFECTIVENESS 8.5

No legislator received higher
praise than the speaker of the House.
Comments about herread like they were
written for abook jacket:

“Our next governor? A grownupina
building filled with children.”

“The savvy diplomat who brings
together diverse voices whilefighting
for the most underrepresented in our
communities. [tis not easy to keep
together a caucus, and she has done it
with grace and style.”

“A leader for our times! Very smart;
eager to learn; listens extremely well;
seeks common-sense solutions that
work for all Minnesotans; tough, but
in akind of compassionate way; very
flexible; and highly respected. One of
the very best.”

It was a struggle to find any
negative opinions of her. We only
found two: one lobbyist said they miss
former speaker Dee Long; another felt
that her talents needed to produce
action earher in the session. But that
was it.

The budget is her baby this session,
and if Kelliher-Anderson powers
" through a tax increase for the wealthy,
her praise could turn into hero worship
among progressive insiders.

“Sheis a powerhouse.”

he 2009 legislatlve sesslon sucks, That's

the word from Capitol insiders. Minnesota

finds itself searching for a solution to a $4.6
billion budget deflelt. The state unemployment
; _rate just pulled even with the national average. A ‘
school system once the envy of the nation has been
trimmed to within an inch of its life. And health care

is poor, even for the rich.

Now more than ever, we need goo'd leadership.
So City Pages decided to peel inside the vaunted
marble halls in St. Paul to check on the 29 legislators
“who represent the Twin Cities. We wanted to see
how they stack up as policy-makers, and if they
deserve the responsibility of working for the people.
To achieve this, we sent out surveys to some

1,350 statehouse lobbylsts.

Let lobbyists rank the legislators!?

Rep. Paul Thissen (DFL)

Di ctsaA—Mlnneupahs

[ OVERALL . 8.5
BRAINS . - - 8.8
WORK ETHIC 8.5
EFFECTIVENESS 81

When you Google “Paul Thissen,” the
firstresult is his upstartbid for governor. He
believes he has the skills forhigher office,
asdo plenty of others inside the Capitol.
His credentials are first-class: B.A. Harvard
University, ].D. University of Chicago. The
man hasacademic horsepower to spare.

“Paul is a top-notch legislator with
areal future in higher office,” says one
lobbyist.

Much of the praise is due tohis detailed
understanding of policy. One lobbyist was
impressed that Thissen actually knows: .
what’s inside the many folders he carries
around, emphatically stating he is the best
legislatorin the entirebunch.

Another feels that Thissen does better

- with policy than with politics, a possible

hindrance as he works his way up the
ladder of power.

Recently, he came into the spothght
for a different reason. His Catholic high
school, the Academy of Holy Angels,
stripped him of Hall of Fame honor
because of his support of abortion rights.

This year, among otherissues, he’s
supporting a bill to help the unemployed
obtain temporary health care.

“Areal rock star,” declares one
lobbyist. “Any political wannabe would
be smart to hitch to his train. Ifhe were
governor, we’d be much better off.”

14 cCITY PAGES = APRIL 1, 2009 = citypages.com

Yaos.

stationery.

~ There is no other profession that works closer

with our legislators, none that has the insight into

how the sausage of our laws gets made—who carries
~ abig stick, and who carries nothmg more than fancy

The participants couldn’t use their names without

risking their careers. After all, how do you call in

favors from a guy you savaged in print? Hoping for
honest assessments, we granted total anonymity.
This stoty is largely gossip and opinion of the very
best kind. We borrowed the idea from Willamette
Week, an alt-weekly in Portland that has a Pulitzer
sitting on the shelf. Willamette Week found this
was the best way to get an honest assessment of

Oregon's legislators. They've done the story for 32

Sen. Lmda Berglm (DFL)
eapolis
OVERALL 8.1

| BRAINS . 8.1
WORKETHIC 8.5
EFFECTIVENESS ~ 7.6

Berglin commands respect.
Lobbyists say she is someone you
shouldn’ttry to B.S. The veteran
politician first came to the Capitol
in 1972. Since then, the graphic
designer-turned-healthcare policy guru
has established herself as the chair
of the Senate Health and Human -
Services Budget Division.

“Lindais the single most effective
legislator in the Minnesota Legislature,”
says one lobbyist. “She knows more and
accomplishes more in the single most
complicated area the Legislature deals
with—healthcare—than any other three
legislators combined.”

Insiders say she is the most feared and
respected legislator at the Capitol. She
takes ano-nonsense approach to her
work.

“Amazing grasp of the budget, history,
and impact onreal people,” says another
lobbyist.

This session has Berglin aiming
toreduce the cost of state healthcare.
Potential solutions include amove |
to discourage the overuse of cesarean
section deliveries and efforts to trim
provider reimbursement rates for federal
Medicaid dollars.

“Like healthcare?” one lobbyist asks

rhetorically, “Thank Linda.”

years and counting.

_Sen. Scott Dibble (oFL)

DistrlctSU—M' neapolis

OVERALL 7.8
BRAINS 7.9
WORKETHIC B
EFFECTIVENESS 7.5

The triathlete from Minneapolis
began his political life as an advocate
for gay and lesbian rights. While
the issue remains critical to Dibble’s -
political framework, he’s widened his
focus over the years and become
acritical voice inside the Capitol
on anumber of different
issues.

The bills he's entered this
session exemplify his diversity, from
regulations about the selling of cocoa-
bean-shell mulch to waiving the $50
to $100 testing fee on the state GED for
homeless folks. )

“He can grasp a huge amount of
information quickly,” says one lobbyist.
“He’salsovery eloquent; Ilove to hear
him in committee.”

His signature bill this session would
amend the state anti-bullying law, adding
14 categories aimed at prohibiting
harassment, intimidation, and violence.
He's used all his skills to get it through,
without increasing monetary cost,
something legislators are avoiding out of
necessity this session.

“One of the most effective leglslators
atmoving key legislation while
maintaining his progressive values,”
says one respondent.

“Rising star,” adds another.



Our own efforts were lmmedlately met Wlth :

v skep’ucusm “You're asking us to risk our reputatlons
-and careers on your story with the ‘goal’ of candor.
No thanks wrote back one lobbyist. Other Iubbylsts
got on their moral high horses and met our mass
emails with mass emails of their! own, pleadlng Wlth

peers to ignore the survey.

But 32 lobbyists took the opportunity to open a
window to government. We asked them to rank each
Twin Cities legislatoron a scale of 1to 10 in three
categories: Brains, Work Ethic, and Effectiveness.
Then we calculated the average of those numbers
foran overall score. We're listing them from best
to worst, acknowledging up front that it's not a

scientific survey.

What follows is a ghmpse underneath the

emperor's gown,

Rep. Jim Davnie (oF)

District 62A—Minneapolis

OVERALL - 77
BRAINS . 74

EFFECTIVENESS - 7.7,

Davnie chairs the Labor and
Consumer Protection Division
Committee, but the former social studies
teacher isn’t myopically focused on just
oneissue.

“Heisableto spread thinnerand be
successful,” explains one lobbyist. “He’s
fast and thinks quick. Sometimes it’s hard
toget aword in. He's firing on all eight
cylinders all the time.”

Davnie received high marks for his
ability to build coalitions on a multitude
ofissues. This year he’s focused on
foreclosure policy and tenant rights as
well as sponsoring a bill that further
regulates payday lending.

The lobby does admit to one annoy-
ance: his love of playing partisan politics.

“Eighty percent of the Twin Cities legis-
lators are over-partisan,” avows one lobby-
ist. “He tends to get that way on the floor.”

" Sen.Mee Moua (OFL) -
District 67-5t. Paul

BRAINS = 76
WORKETHIC - - 7.9°
B EFFECTIVENESS 7.4

Moua entered the political scene
with fanfare. She’s the first Hmong
American elected to a state Legislature

WORKETHIC . & 7.9.}:

OVERALL *© ¢ 7B

and, according to lobbyists, might be the
smartest legislator at the Capitol.

Moua completed herundergrad
degree at Brown, went on to receive
aMasters of Public Policy from the
University of Texas-Austin, and earned
her law degree from the University
of Minnesota. She chairs the Senate
Judiciary Committee, and has proven to
beaquick study.

“Not many legislators have grown into
theirrole as much as Senator Moua has
grown since firstbeing elected,” says one
lobbyist. “Sheisa true stateswoman.”

Sen. Lawrence Pogemiller (oF1)
 District 59-Minneapolis A
: OVERALL 7 - .76
BRAINS - 18
WORKETHIC. - 8.2
EFFECTIVENESS -~ 6.8

Vain. Slippery. Ruthless. Sneaky.
Arrogant. All these adjectives were used
to describe the Senate majority leader.

" Tosome, partisan bickering is an
annoyance, getting in the way of the
business of enacting law, but Pogemiller
seems torelish the knife-fighting.

~ “Canbeabully—I've seen him make
other legislators cry in public,” wrote one
lobbyist.

This year, he’s sharpening his saber
over the budget. That means a battle over
taxes with Gov. Tim Pawlenty. Pogemiller
leads the DFL in its effort to raise taxes
on the richest Minnesotans. Insiders
alsonote that the Senate’s budget plan is
mostly Pogemiller’s.

Aside from his brutish tactics,
lobbyists point to his smarts as the reason
he’s climbed the legislative ladder over
the years. He’s adept at using the press as
his mouthpiece. It's hard not to include
one of his signature one-liners in a story.

Yet some question the effectiveness of

‘hisrhetoric. One lobbyist thinks

he’s out of touch with greater Minnesota.
“If stopping T-Paw was the name

of the game, he would truly rule the

roost,” says a lobbyist. “Unfortunately,

government is a little more complicated

than that.”

'Redp Erin Murj:hy(nFL)‘ L
District 64A=St. Paul -

BRAINS 75
WORKETHIC . 7. 7.8
1 - EFFECTIVENESS 72"

It's easy to like Erin Murphy. The Irlsh
Catholic from St. Paul commits herselfto
policy over politicking. Her former life
as an operating-room nurse gives heran
accurateread on the pulse of healthcare
policy.

She’s introducing a dozen or more
bills looking to improve the systeim this
session. They includeideas to change the
way flu vaccinations are administered,

and the licensing of respiratory therapists.

“Absolutely arising star,” saysa
lobbyist. “Never seen her withouta smile.
The way she responds and treats people is
outstanding. She is amazingly effective.”

With the benefit of people skills, she
continues to hone her political chops.

The lobby views her as a future leader of
the House.

“Smart, works hard, and pleasant.
Therare trifecta in legislators,” says a
lobbyist.

" Sen.EllenR. Anderson (DFL)
District 66=5t. Paul = .7
VERALL . Lo 12
BRAINS: o 73
'WORKETHIC:* - . .5
EFFECTIVENESS * . 6.9

Paul Wellstone lives! His progressive
mission continues with former volunteers
like Anderson, aresearch director for his
1990 campaign.

Like her late boss, Anderson had to
fight to gain respect. “She started out
running into the ol’ boys’ club,” recalls
one lobbyist. “But she worked her tail off
and paid her dues.”

As chair of the Environment, Energy
and Natural Resources Budget Division,
she acts as a point person on energy ’
issues. In 2007, her reform-oriented
energy legislation was hailed by the DFL
as one of the major accomplishments
ofthe session. Buther predilection
forrenewable resources has some still
questioning her willingness to work with
bigindustry.

“Focused on saving the earth and that
isabout it. Well mtended but...” sniffs one
lobbyist.

Thanks to the voter- approved Clean
Water, Land and Legacy Amendment,
she’s the rare legislator this session who
hasmoney to spend.

“A formidable member,” saysa
lobbyist. “She knows what she wants.”

Rep Jean Wagenius (oFy)
sttnct 62B-Minneapolis

OVERALL . - 7d
BRAINS = #7 73
'WURKETHDE By A- A
EFFECTIVENESS 6.5 -

Representative Wagenius is the
greenest of legislators. She chairs the
Environment and Natural Resources
Finance Division, and could be mistaken
for Mother Nature.

And the inconvenient truths of

. .7-. 7 . herpolicy command bothrespectand
COVERALL 0@ 75

revulsion in the Capitol.

“She is tough, notreceptive to certain
audiences, butreceptive to logical
arguments,” says a lobbyist.

Her motherly instincts extend to
new colleagues, and she’s the first
to take newbies under her wing.

“She has worked very hard to help to
develop otherlegislators,” explains
alobbyist. “She does not just think
about developing her power butrather
empowermg otherstolead in the
future.”

When voters approved the Clean
Water, Land and Legacy Amendment,
the money was supposed to boost
conservation efforts. Instead, some ofher
colleagues are thinking the extra cash can
allow cuts.

Which means Gaia better get her game
face on.

- [See CAPITOLFACEBOOK page 17]
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Sen Richard Cohen( L)

There’s aquiet kid in every class.
But every once in while there’s a quiet
kid who carries more punch than the
burliest of bullies. Senator Cohen, the
silent chair of the Finance Committee,
is thatkid.

“Dickis one of those guys who is
notin atop leadership position, but has
alot of power,” says alobbyist. “He is the
consummate operator.”

Cohen is also a movie buffand
has a Blagojevich-worthy mop. He’s
on amission this session to overcome
the historic budget deficit. So he’s
flexing all his muscle this session,
going up against the mighty anti-tax
gOVernor.

“Not alot of people mention him,
buthe is a hard worker and knows
state finance phenomenally well,”
says another lobbyist. “Soft spoken.
Carries a big stick and knows how to
useit.”

Don’t mess with a woman whose
glasses would fitright in on a Friday
night at the Triple Rock. Kahn continues
torepresent the most progressive views
ofthe Legislature, and keeps journalists
happy with story-ready bills.

This year they included hemp
production, legalization of liquor sales
on Sundays, booze on Augsburg College’s
campus, gender-neutral marriage law, .
lowering the voting age to 16 in local
elections, opening the state to sports
gambling, and a California style of
stopping at intersections for bicyclists.

Like Barry Bonds in his late career,
Kahn drops bombs. And lobbyists seem
amused, saying she’s always good for a
wing-bat moment,

“From marrying cousins to stealing
literature, the word ‘crackpot’ seems apt,”
says alobbyist. “The shame is thatthe seat
could provide the DFL the ability toadd
some new blood with new ideas for the
state.”

But the aging veteran still has plenty
of firepower left. As one lobbyist notes:
“Phyllis knows where every body is
buried and how to work the system. |
Very effective.”

* Rep. Alice Hausman (DFL)
DlstrlctEBB—St; Paul ;=
OVERALL
BRAINS
WORKETHIC

The good Democrat from St. Paul
has long been an advocate for
public transportation, and one
lobbyist noted that she’s finally seeing
results.

“Hausman is a public-transit guru.”

She chairs the Capital Investment
Finance Division Committee, which
has taken over herlife. “It’s a huge
responsibility,” says alobbyist. “She
tries to be reasonable, but it’s very
stressful. She’s pretty much living and
being herjob.”

Hausman also found herself
having to tiptoe on the topic of sulfide
mining. She wants to make sure
mine owners cough up the necessary
insurance and don’t spit pollution
into the ecosystem. This position pits
her against business interests in the
Iron Range, who see heras a
hindrance to industrial growth.

“Her constituents love her,” saysa
lobbyist. “When she takes on an issue,
she has plenty of conviction.”

That’s good news for supporters of
the high-speed rail line to St. Paul—
Hausman has jumped on board.

Every lobbyist has their favorite,
and Representative Hornstein was on
the top of many lists, But it was more

EFFECTIVENESS iy X P

for his humor than his political
acumen—the man is a walking SNL
skit.

“Frank’s an incredibly hilarious
storyteller,” says one lobbyist.

“He understands the importance of
politics growing from the grassroots,”
says another, before quickly adding: “He
is also probably the funniest member of
the House.”

Hornstein’s impersonation of Jesse
Ventura is a Capitol favorite. Buthis
impersonation of Paul Wellstone is so
accurate it's eerie.

“He has never been cross with
anyone,” says alobbyist. “It's
miraculous. Never caught him being
cranky.”

" Rep.Michael Paymar(orl)
- District 64B=St; ;

'\ Paul

OVERALL _

BRAINS: - Lp
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Aftera stint on the City Council in
Duluth, Paymar moved down to St. Paal
and was elected to the House, notan easy
featin the provincial city.

While still relatively fresh to the sceme,
he's carving outaniche asan independent
thinker who can handle close political
combat.

“Paymaris pretty effective,” saysone
lobbyist. “He’s a trench fighter. Very truigh
and determined. He digs in and hangs

“Polically savvy but not a deep thinker."

The jury is still out on the Colombian-
born senator who made hername asa
tireless fighter for people of color.

Her background offers a viewpoint
few others can provide. On a proposed
law to make itillegal to smokeina
car with children, she made sure the
legislators knew it could be used as a way
toask Latinos about their immigration
status, simply for smoking.

Lobbyists say she is fearless on behalf
ofher constituents, and “bird-dogs” the
opposition. “She has the potential to be
good,” says one lobbyist.

But she frustrates many, ignoring
dissenting views.

“Doesn’tknow alot and refuses to
meet with lobbyists that do,” complains
one. “A perfect combination for an
uninformed senator.”

tough and gets what he sets out to achieve.”

Hisrelatively lowranking may bea
result of hisrelatively low profile. One
lobbyist said Paymar doesn't typically call
attention to himself.

- Butthis year he’s changing that by in-
troducing some legislation with heat His
bills include: expanding the open alcohol
container law to include certain off-road
recreational vehicles, modifying provi-
sions on the transfer of pistols or semiauto-
matic military-style assault weapons, and
astatewide moratorium onnew billboards.

Healso co-authored the Freedomto
Breathe Act. One lobbyist said the easiest
way to piss off Paymar is to light a cigarette
in front ofhim,

Rep Diane Lueffler(nFL)
istrict SBA—Minneupolls

This session has been tough
sledding for Loeffler: Healthcare and
[See CAPITOLFACEBOOK page 18]
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human services policy is her focus,
and those areas are threatened witha
cut exceeding $1 billion. That means
Loeffler must do the unpopular work
of restructuring budget programs,
including those thathelp disabled

The workingman's legislator has had

children. to climb the ladder of politics. It’s atough
No matter what happens this session,  feat, and he’s still trying to surmount it.
Loeffler will battle “I've seen
itout. Lobbyists say him with asuit -
herwork ethicis and tieor witha
top-notch. “She’sa welding torch and

bulldog,” says one

lunch can,” says
lobbyist. “If she is

one lobbyist. “He

working on anissue, didn’tgetholed as
sheis passionate about 0 alabor hack.”

it, she’s inexhaustible. Behind the
Worksreally hard.” scenes, Mahoney is focused on reform

The question is: Will she adapt
enough to live up to her full potential?
As one lobbyist putit: “If she had people
skills, she could be aleader.”

in workers’ compensation. But hismost
publicissue is his proposal involving $33
million to create “The Pond,” a120,000- -
square-foot, three-level hockey palace.

“He has the reputation of thinking he
knows everything, and this always seems
true tome,” says one lobbyist. “There is
an air of superiority when you talk to him,
and not the good kind.” '

Still, many lobbyists say herunsa
good committee, and unlike some others
inside the Capitol, continues to grow in
his skills as alegislator.

Rep.JohnLesc
- District 66A=

Lesch received high marks for his
intelligence, if not his personality.
“Very bright, but diplomacy can be a
challenge at times,” says one lobbyist.

It’s his ego that annoys some.
“Notnearly asssmart as he thinks he is,”
says one lobbyist.

After giving glowing reviews
of every other legislative member of
the Twin Cities, one lobbyist said,
“You want one bad guy: John Lesch.
You don't know where he’s coming
from. Not a hardworking guy.”

On his Facebook page, Lesch
says he enjoys the music of Third
Eye Blind and Tegan and Sara, the
latter of which shows good taste. He
fancies himself an unpublished poet,
an unemployed philosopher, and an
unrepentant pragmatist-—and that
comes from his campaign site.

Lobbyists seem to think he needs to
bone up on the process. If that doesn’t
happen, says one respondent, he’ll
remain “the most disliked member of the
St. Paul delegation.”

The chair of the Telecommunications
Regulation and Infrastructure Division
Committee is a quiet man—maybea little
too quiet. Some lobbyists worry he’s
falling asleep at the switch. “He’salow-
energy guy,” says one.

Johnson did attach his name toahemp
production bill, along with dozensof ~ ~
other legislators. For Johnson, that’s like
ordering a second round of Wondrous
Punch at the Red Dragon.

“He’s very quiet, but very thoughtful,”
saysalobbyist. “He thinks through his sub-
jects. He delvesintothe topic, Buthe doesn’t
gooutand bragaboutitand boastaboutit. He
doesn’tintroduce awhole lot, but whatever
hevotes on, heknow whatitmeans.”

Another lobbyist thinks Johnson lacks
strong control of his own committee.
Pressed for more details, the the tipster
offered: “I'll just say the chair does not
rule with an iron fist in that committee.”

Pappas is known as a feisty and
determined legislator who chairs the
Higher Education committee. She doesn’t
give up onissues important to her, and
insiders say she knows how to use her
power within the St. Paul delegation.

But some wish she’d incorporate
street smarts into her political repertoire.

“Call it tenacious or call it stubborn,
but Sandy has a bit ofablind side toreality
on getting some of her bills passed,” says
alobbyist.

Pappas caught flak early this session
foratone-deafmove: Inatime when
receiving bonuses and extra pay are akin to
beating a small puppy, Pappas took home
$16,416 in per diem pay last year, the most
of any Senate member—this from someone
whohas the Capitol in herbackyard.

“Politically savvy, butnota deep
thinker,” says alobbyist.

Higgins is one legislator who gives special -
attention to the issue, representing a
district that includes north Minneapolis.

- She didn’treceive high marks from
the lobby, but that may be becasue she’s
made no secret of her disdain for them.,

“I've seen her take lobbyists to task,”
says one.

Others offer a different take, viewing
her as a warhorse. “Wellrespected by
both parties and is definitely an emerging
leader,” says one lobbyist.

One of her signature projectsisa
planetarium atop the central library in
downtown Minneapolis. It remains to be
seen whether she’ll be among the stars.

On his campaign website, the Laotion-
born Hmong American brags about his
Eagle Scout ranking, but some lobbyists
think he could use a refresher course on
his work-ethic merit badge.

“The laziest legislator in the house,”
says a lobbyist.

Other than that, the lobby didn’t have
much to say about Rep. Thao. He’s nota
major player, unless you care aboutlaws

While the budget is the 500-pound
gorilla this session, everybody knows
something mustbe done to stanch the

. foreclosures across the state. Senator

regarding barrel use when baiting bears.
Thaois one of the few urban legislators
who can handle arifle.
“A wry sense of humor,” says one
lobbyist. “Gotten some stuff through.”
Big changes will occur to his district
when construction starts for the Central
Corridor light rail. Of the few lobbyists
familiar with him, one said he’s close
to his community and listens to their
concerns. So at the very least, they have .
[See CAPITOL FACEBOOK page 20]
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someone to hear their thoughts as the
huge infrastructure project rumbles
through theirbackyard.

The list of bills Representative
Clark introduced this session reads

like a progressive manifesto: women's
economic development, community-
organization funding, prostitution
prevention and tougher penalties for
pimps, culturally based chemical
dependency services. She’s also looking
into how the state can use stimulus money
to improve low-income housing.

Lobbyists say Clark has a heart of gold,
but they’re not so sure about her brain,

“She’s notreally in touch with
reality,” says a lobbyist. “Wants to pass
something but doesn’t take into context
the unexpected outcomes. She’s a bit
naive, but pure ofheart.”

Others take off their kid gloves when
asked about Clark, “No one has been here
longerand learned and done less,” saysa
lobbyist. :

“Crushes any dissenting views,” adds
another.

“Forgets there is real impact to her
crazyideas.”

She's agraduate of Harvard’s Kennedy
School, and her views are safely in line with
Minneapolis constituents’, one lobbyist
noted, But those views, at times, should
be weighed against the welfare of the state.
Says alobbyist, “Herblind ideology keeps
her from being an effective legislator.”

The chair of the K-12 Education Policy

and Oversight Committee came into the
media crosshairs early this session when
he pushed for abill allowing students to
graduate even if they don't pass state tests.

Mariani hasbeen a supporter of medical
marijuana. And one lobbyistsaid he’s
extremely dedicated to people who are
denied equal opportunity. Anothernoted he
is one of the few legislators who challenges
his colleagues to talk about racial issues.

The problem, it seems, is that he has
hisblinders on. :

~ “Narrow interests,” says a lobbyist.

" . One ofthe few legislators withouta
formal education (though he planstofinish
his B.A. in communications in the fall),

Representative Hayden prepped at the city
level under Councilman Gary Schiffand
isalready being tagged as a future leader.
Affordablehousingis hisissue.

“He will be an effective and loved
legislator,” predicts one lobbyist.

“Seems very sharp indeed,” saysa
lobbyist. “Time will tell:”

Bol

The first-yearrepresentative is one to
watch. Many lobbyists gave him modest
scores only because he’s new to the game.

“Promising,” says one lobbyist. “But
still learning the ropes.”

Champion lives up to his surname
when it comes to civil rights. That’s where
he cut his political teeth. He’s the director
of the Excelsior Gospel Choir and serves
as a vice chair on the Transportation
Finance and Policy Committee. One
lobbyist noted he’s anatural orator.

“Appears smart,” says alobbyist.
“We’ll see how he does.”

“Too early to tell with him,” adds
another. “But could be good.”

Kelash hasn’t made much of an
impression during his brieftime in the
Capitol. “Who?” and “toonew totell”
were repeated phrases among the lobby
when approached with hisname.

Sotogive the world an introduction:
Kelash is aretired carpenter who went to
Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government.
Hehas aMaster’s in Public Administration.
He’s probably adept with a table saw.

One lobbyist who actually met him
gave him a decent review. “No oneknows
him. He has aright to be cautiousasa
freshman senator. He struck me to be very
thoughtful and intelligent. And he is very
connected to the labor world.”

Loveisleftbehind when Capitol
insiders air their opinions of Mullery:

“By far the worst legislator on this
list,” says alobbyist.

“Sloppy, lost; is he areally a lawyer?”
asks another. “Terrible policymaker.”

“Can'tgethis own bills out of the
committee he chairs. District 58 A must
have someonebetter than this,” saysa
lobbyist.

“ Another dinosaur that sits
comfortably in his safe seat, and merely
prevents reform and legislation to help
Minnesota progress.” :
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Bill would help plug »

- gaps in dental care

@ Dental association objects to lack of supervision.

Given Minnesota’s perennial .

perch atop “healthiest state” lists,
it’s shocking to see maps depict-
ing the state’s federally designated
“Dental Health Professional Short-
age Areas.” Those who live in com-

munities ‘with an adequate num- '

-ber of dentists to serve their popu-
lations should feel fortunate. Much
of northern and western Minneso-

- . tais considered underserved. So are

wide swaths of Minneapolis and St.

Paul. i :

/ A band of Minnesota lawmak-
s led by state Sen. Ann Lynch,

\/eDrFL-Rochester, and Rep. Cy Thao,

DFL-St. Paul, have been working

for several years on a smart solu-

tion to bridge gaps in dental-care’

access. Their legislation would al-
low new midlevel dental profes-

sionals — the equivalent of nurse -

practitioners — to practice only in
underserved areas or with under-

- served populations. The new pro-
viders are called oral health prac-
titioners (OHPs) and dental ther-
apists. Among their duties: filling
cavities, pulling teeth in some sit-
uations and administering medi-
cations. OHPs could, potentially,
work even when their supervising
dentist is not present.

- This week, with the Senate bill
heading toward a floor vote, the
Minnesota Dental " Association
(MDA) launched an all-out media
blitz targeting the legislation. The
MDA, which laudably endorses
midlevel dental therapists with on-
site supervision, strongly oppos-

.es OHPs working without a den-
tist on hand, particularly on “irre-
versible procedures” such as tooth
extraction. The organization also

maintains that only training done -

at an accredited dental school is ad-

equate. The MDA urges people to

" ‘call lawmakers and tell them “unsu-
pervised workers doing dental sur-
gery is wrong.” :

But before you pick up the phone,
consider some additional perspec-
tive. Midlevel dental providers

_ STARTRIBUNE APR 16709 .
AREADTHERIL

: -Tdreadacdpyofﬂlebﬂlthat 5

~ would establish midlevel den-
. tal providers in Minnesota, go
i:to ht_tp://fcinyu:_l.cgm/danqve '

work — sometimes without a den-

tist on site — in Alaska and more
than 50 countries. Numerous stud-
ies and reports have documented
the quality of their care. One, pub-

lished last year in the Journal of the -

American Dental Association, con-
cluded that irreversible dental treat-
merit provided by Alaskan midlevel
providers did not differ from similar
treatment provided by dentists.
The OHPs would hardly be run-

ning amok irresponsibly pulling

teeth. They would work under the

oversight of a Minnesota-dentist, -
“who would determine what pro-

cedures they could perform. Care
would have to be authorized by the
dentist, who would then remain
available for consultation or refer-
ral. Requiring a dentist to be on site
doesn’t do-enough to solve access
problems in areas where dentists
are already scarce. Both OHPs and
therapists are needed. i

As for training, it’s a respectable
group of MnSCU schools that will
train many new providers. MnSCU

institutions have .done deep re--
“'search into other countries’ best

practices and are centering course-
work around them. Curriculum in-
formation has not been shared with
MDA, it should be.

- The introduction of other mid-
level providers such as nurse prac-
titioners, midwives and physician’s
assistants initially met with resis-
tance here and elsewhere. These
professionals now play a valuable
role'in providing cost-efficient, ac-
cessible care. The Lynch-Thao leg-
islation offers pioneering solutions
to help Minnesotans get the den-

tal care they need, no matter where -
they live.
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® The bill, which Would allow early voting and online reglstratlon willgotoa
conference committee to be reconciled with a similar bill passed by the Senate.
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By PAT DOYLE
pdoyle@startribune.com

Minnesotans are a step
closer to being able to vote
early without the hurdles of
the state’s beleaguered absen-
tee-ballot system.

The House approved a bill

Thursday that would overhaul

the state’s elections law, an ef-
fort given momentum by vot-
ing flaws uncovered during the
long battle over the still-unre-
solved U.S. Senate race.
The vote was 87 to 46, most-
ly along party lines, with Dem-
ocrats supporting the changes

and Republicans opposing.

some. The bill will go to a con-
ference committee to be rec-
onciled with a measure passed

last week by the Senate.
The House version allows

early voting in person four to -

15 days before Election Day at
places designated by local of-
ficials. The Senate bill extend-
ed the period to 18 days before
Election Day.

The House, like the Senate,
also approved online registra-
tion through a website run by
the secretary of state.

For years, Minnesotans

have used the absentee bal-
lot system to cast votes before

Election Day. But the trial over
the Senate election dispute
between Republican Norm
Coleman and DFLer Al Fran-
ken demonstrated that strict-
er requirements for absentee
voting — designed to prevent

‘fraud — also resulted in more

mistakes by voters whose bal--
lots were sometimes disqual-
ified. County officials reject-
ed nearly 11,000 such ballots
in the 2008 election.

For instance, absentee voters
must fill out materials signed
by witnesses who are regis-
tered voters or notaries, which
early voters could avoid.

The Senate bill’s chief au-

or, Katie Sieben, DFL-New- |

tans will be voting on the ba-
sis of significantly different in-
formation than others. Sieben
acknowledged that could hap-
pen, but said the short time
frame the bills provide would
minimize problems.

The House defeated sever-
al Republican amendments.
One would have eliminated
existing law that allows a reg-

istered voter to vouch for an-

other who is registering on
Election Day; another would
have required that paper bal-
lot instructions be in English.
The latter amendment

port, said anyone could vote Vprﬁ pted Rep. Cy Thao, DFL-
early, but “when you’re voting ~ St. Paul, who represents the
by absentee ballot, you need heavily Hmong Frogtown dis-
an excuse why youwon’tbein trict, to challenge its support-

the precinct” on Election Day.

Republicans voiced con-
cerns about early voting ex-
tending Election Day to the
point where some Minneso-

wr, Rep. Steve Drazkowski, R-
W

abasha, to an English spell-
ing contest.
Missing from the House bill

. but included in the Senate ver-

You canvote early (but not often) if law passes

sion are prov151ons tO move up !

" state primaries from Septem-

ber to June and to allow spe-
cial elections to fill vacancies
from death or resignation in
the U.S. Senate or House..

While the latter provision
would not apply to vacancies
resulting from an election dis-
pute, another provision in the
Senate bill does grow out of -
the recount involving Cole- -
man and Franken. It prohibits a .
court from allowing candidates :
to veto decisions by county of-
ficials tallying rejected absen- -
tee ballots in an election re-
count, something the Minne- -
sota Supreme Court allowed
in the ongoing Senate dispute.
The House bill does not in- .
clude such a prohibition.

Pat Doyle « 651-222-1210
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