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~1innesotans wait as D FL blocks traffic 
Minnesotans have endured 

significant tragedies with the 
bridge collapse and the flooding 

in southern 
Minnesota. During 
the past two 
months, the 
Minnesota House 
Republican Caucus 
remained quiet. We 
respected the 
recovery effort and 
the activities that 
were taking place 
to help people get 
the necessary aid 

and support they needed to get 
back on their feet and move on 
with their lives. 

We can't sit quietly any longer. 
The Democrats are using the 

tragedy of the I-35W bridge 
collapse as their latest platform 
for their tax-and-spend agenda. 

Misleading facts, slanted news 
conferences and partisan 
investigations combined with the 
vilification of the commissioner 
of the Minnesota Depanment of 
Transportation is politics at its 
worst. 

Minnesotans should not 
tolerate these blatant political 
games and gotcha politics. 
Unfortunately, the Democrat 
leadership is set on a destructive 
course of partisan political 
attacks when the public is 
demanding solutions and 
professionalism from its elected 
officials. 

It is time to stop playing 
politics with tragedy and focus 
on the real issue. Minnesota's 
roads and bridges need work. 

Instead of providing real 
solutions, the Democrats prefer 
to blame Gov. Pawlenty for 
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inadequate transportation priority. The Democrats were 
funding. They point to the more interested in rolling back 
governor's veto of a welfare reform and fattening up 
transportation bill that would the health and human services 
have resulted in a substantial tax budget by almost 40 percent. 
increase to build bike paths and During the last legislative 
redirected money needed to session, we dealt with a $34 
repair and reconstruct roads and billion budget and a $2.2 billion 
bridges in th~ nine-county metro surplus. we had the money to 
area to transit. make transportation a priority. 

Not everyone agrees on the best The Democrats however played 
solution to address the politics instead of listening to 
transportation issues facing the real common sense and 
metro area. The Democrat leaders im~ediate solutions to 
are only interested in one Minnesota's transportation 
solution for every difficult needs. 
question: tax increases. Instead After the collapse of the I-35W 
of considering using cash on bridge, Gov. Pawlenty said he 
hand, bonding or other funding would support a 5-cent gas tax 
mechanisms, the Democrats increase. His support for the one 
spend their constituents' time thing the Democrats wanted all 
trying to override a veto and legislative session has resulted in 
administer personal attacks on no response, no compromise and 
anyone that would dare suggest no plan. 
that there might be an The Democrats missed the 
alternative to tax increases. green light and remain stalled in 

The true loser in the Democrat traffic. 
partisan approach has been Let's put the politics aside and 
transportation. In fact, the starting working together on a 
Democrat leaders in the plan that moves Minnesota 
Legislature revealed their true forward. 
feelings about addressing 
Minnesota's transportation needs / Tom Emro@'i R-Delano, is a 
when they presented and passed member of the Minnesota House 
a "transportation bill" that where he is deputy minority 
provided the Minnesota leader. 
Department of Transportation '" :aa.es. w.: ,., 
with $249 million for this 
biennium. That is less than I 
percent of the entire state budget. 

In politics, where "spin" and 
"message" are king, we must 
remember tha.t actions do spea.k 
louder than words. Contrary to 
what they want the public to 
believe, the action taken last 
legislative session reveals the sad 
truth that transportation is not a 
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:~ingle day session produces $157M in 
· ;flood relief for southeast Minnesota 
' By T.W. Budig " 

ECM capitol reporter 

Southeast Minnesota re- the seven countie~ declared panying the flood relief legis-
ceived a big booster shot ear- federal disaster areas in south- lation. 
ly Wednesday, Sept. 12 morn- east Minnesota. This includes Pawlenty gave a simple an-
ing with the signing of a $_157 Houston County. swer to the question what it . 
million flood relief bill. It also slates some $45 mil- would take to achieve a com-

Gov. Tim Pawlenty signed lion towards business, non- . prehensive transportation 
the bill into law at about 2 :43 profit and community assis- funding bill . 
a.m. with the bill's House-and tance, among other funding "I think it's going to take 
Senate authors, Sen. Sharon areas. compromise between the two . 

I Erickson Ropes, DFL-Winona, Neither the governor nor sides," he said. 
j and Rep. Ken Tschumper, Erickson. Ropes viewed th_e _/ Rep. Jim .Abeler; R-Anoka, 

DFL-LaCrescent, standing be- flood relief package as the f1- found it ironic that conser-
hind the governor at the sign- nal word in recovery. vatives were uninterested in 
ing ceremony.. "This is going to co"me back pursuing a transportation 

"-People are starting to feel _again and again and again," funding bill during the special 
downcast and weary physi- said Erickson Ropes, speaking session . 
cal_ly and e~otionally," said at a press conference shortly Now is when they have the 
Erickson Ropes of southeast after lawmakers passed the most leverage, he explained, 
Minnesotans impacted by the bill with just one dissenting speaking on the House floor 
flood waters. vote. Tuesday afternoon. 

"So I'm hoping this will "Up here we sling mud. And during the rush of a 
give everybody a big shot in Down there (southeast Min- special session it's possible 
the arm," she said, speaking nesota they just shovel it out for people to influence a bill 
on the House floor Tuesday ;at the basement," said Sen. without leaving .fingerprints, 
night. • / Steve Murphy, DFL-Red Wing, he said with a smile. 

Tschumper on the House another southeast lawmaker Next session Democrats 
floor explained that the mas- pushing for the flood relief can bring forth even a big -
sive flash flood that raged package. ger transportation funding 
through seven counties some Pawlenty announced the bill than the one the governor 
three weeks ago showed the special session on Monday, vetoed this spring, Abeler ex-
fragility of human existence. with House and Senate con- plained . 

"Life is very fragile. It can -· . vening late Tuesday after- l_ndeed, Murphy, Senate 
disappear like the morning noon. Transportation Committee 
fog," he said. Although the governor Chairman, indicated that was 

Pawlenty hailed the flood called the special session to exactly what the Senate in-
relief bill as the fastest and address flood relief, other is- tended to do. Ultimately, it 
largest disaster relief effort by sues seeped along the fring - will come down to overrid-
the state certainly within its es. ing a gubernatorial veto, he 
modern history. Democrats lamented a opined. 

"The sun is going to come perceived "lost opportunity" · Abeler, for one, called for 
up in southeast Minnesota in to fashion and pass a compre- moderation. "Overreaching 
more ways than one tomor- hensive transportation fund- gets you nothing," he said. 
row morning," said Pawlenty, ing bill. But no attempts were 
speaking at the bill signing. Tschumper on the House made at forcing transporta-

The flood relief bill pro- floor expressed regret that tion ·or tax relief onto House 
vides about $51 million to transportation and property or Senate floors. 
repairing roads and bridges in tax relief bills weren't accom- J R~p. Tom Emmer, R-Dela-
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no, who attempted to proce­
durally force the House to go 
out of session before House 
Speaker Margaret Anderson 
Kelljher DFL-Minneapolis 
wanted, backed off his mo­
tion. 

The flood relief legislation 
will go into effect on Thurs­
day. 

!t~ful~ t&.i~~ ~, 
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Criticism mounts 
Minnesota Democrats are 

increasing their criticism of 
Republican Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty. 

j Assistant Senate Majority 
Leader Tarryl Clark, DFL-St. 
Cloud, blamed his policies for 
a higher state unemployment 
rate. 

"For the second time in 
recent months, we learned 
Minnesota's unemployment 
rate exceeds the national 
average," Clark said. "This 
has not happened once during 
all the decades that this data 
was collected." 

j The always-colorful Rep. 
Tom Rukavina, DFL-Virginia, 

✓ delivered even harsher words 
after Rep. Tom Emmer, 
R-Delano, wrote a column 
blaming Democrats for 
transportation problems. 

''Rep. Emmer, you may not 
be a liar, but you aren't telling 
the truth," Rukavina replied. 

Added Rukavina: "From the 
very beginning, Gov. Pawlenty 
and his administration has 
been less than honest about 
the circumstances leading to 
the collapse of the 35W 
bridge. He has further blocked 
all efforts to address the lack 
of transportation funding in 
this state. He is ignoring the 
rapid decline of the 
Minnesota economy. He needs 
to be held accountable for his 
misrepresentations of the 
condition of the bridge, his 
unwillingness to correct prior 
mistakes and his failure to 
lead Minnesota back to the 
economic juggernaut it was 
under the leadership of Gov. 
(Rudy) Perpich. '' 
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Governor sl1irks tra11s1lortation iss~-~ 
was absolutely nothing projects could also help f 

j Recently, state Rep. Tom wrong with the structural Minnesota _recover Jome_ 0 

Emmer wrote a column . ,. . . : ; ·.. the l 7
1
40~ Jobs we ost smce 

blaming the DFL leader~htp integrity of the ?tidge.. Th~ June of this year. .. _ _ . .: ~ .. 
for the failure very next mornmg, the Star. · Gov. Pawlenty, corh€thome · 
to address the 1i'ibune ran a story with the and lead this stare. You're not 
J-35W bridge headline, "Bridg~ ~as,r_ated the governor of India. When 
collapse and 'structurally deficient m you were gone, Boston 
other . 2005 ... The article ~ates that Scientific and GMAC 
transporta!10n the point score ratmg for the Mortg9-ge corp., two 
woes of th!s bridge "indicates replacement companies with major 
state. My first may be in order." . Minnesota operations, have 
attempt to Did Gov. Pawlenty rec~1ve announced the elimination of 

Ti respon~ to Rep. his erroneous informat10~ 5,300 jobs, with many of the J lfill! Emmer s from Lt. Gov. Molnau, which cuts targeted for Minnesota. 
Rukayma column was may explain why the Senate These cuts come on the heels 

much stronger, is leading the charge to . of the net loss of 17,400 over 
but after thinking a~out it for replace her? Or did he receive the past three months. 
24 hours, I've toned 1t down it from a Minnesota . Gov.ernor, you should have 
considerably in the interest of Department of Transportation left the Thj Mahal behind to · 
maintaining legislative bureaucrat who was unaware come back to Minnesota to 
decorum. of the problems with the address our real economic 

Rep. Emmer, you _may not bridge? In either case, ~ov. and infrastructure problems. 
be a liar, but you a.ren't Pawlenty never ap?Iog:ized _for If you are true to your word 
telling the truth. It's ~ot the giving inaccurat~ 1~formatwn about the need for a special 
DFL Legislature holdmg ?P on national telev1s10n to the session to raise the gas tax, 
funding for the I-35W_ bndge entire world. , . . read the Constitution and call 
and other transportation Gov. Pawlenty s miscues did a special session of the 
needs. It's th~ gov~rnor and not efl:d there. Shortly after Legislature. _ . 
you're enablmg him_ to ?,O so. the bndge collapsed, the The Minnesota Constitution 

From the very begmnmg, governor stated he ~s. dearly states it's the 
Gov. Pawlenty and his willing to call a s~ecial governor's responsibility to 
administration has been less session of th~ Leg1slat1:1re to call a special session of the 
than honest about ~he authorize an increase m the Legislature; and it's t~~ . 
circumstances leadmg_to the gas tax to help fund _ · Legislature's responsibility to 
collapse of the 35W bridge. emergency road and bndge determine how the issues are 
He has further blocked all projects. Several days later the to be addressed. 
efforts to address the lack of. · governor backed off his Governor, you are no longer 
transportation funding in t~ts commitment to app~ove a gas the majority leade.r of the 
state. He is ignoring the rapid tax increase unless it was House. You don 't control the 
decline of the Minnesota offset by a reduction in other legislative agenda. I know 
economy. He needs to ?e taxes. The governor's abrupt you understand there are 
held accountable for his flip-flop on the gas tax ~akes three branches of state 
misrepresentations_ of the_ me wonder whether he is government, but yo~'re acting 
condition of the bndge, his_ more concerned about_ tax as though you perceive those 
unwillingness to correct prior rates or the safety of his three branches to be "me, 
mistakes and his failure to people. . myself and I." 
lead Mtnnesota back t_o the Gov. Pawlenty contmues to For a governor who never 
economic juggernaut lt was obstruct any efforts to received over 47 percent of 
under the leadership of Gov. address our_critical n~eds for the vote, your failme to 
Pcrpich in the l 980s. road and bridge fundmg. He cooperate with the 

on the night of the I-35W refuses to acknowledg~ t?at Legislature and provide the. 
bridge collapse, Gov. Pawlenty Minnesota's econo~y 15 m leadership this state needs 1s 

appeared on CNN nati?nal turmoil,. tr~ili~g national incomprehensible. 
news assuripg the entire economic md1cators for th: · I'm sure glad I tossed out 
nation that the bridge had first time in 30 years. He_ fails the harsher version of this 
been inspected twice in the to understand that fu~dmg column. 
past t~re~ ye~rs and there necessary road and bndge 
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RNC Welcoming Committee meeting {fl[) 

ST. PAUL (August 27, 2007) 
-The Welcoming Committee is 
a group formed speciffoally to 
respond to the 2008 RNC in St. 
Paul. '.However, we hope the work 
we are doing fosters the growth of 
stronger radical communities in the 
Twin Cities and beyond. We are not 
single-issue focused, and we will 
not be satisfied by merely stopping 
the war or ending Neocolonialism 
( although that would be a great 
start). Instead, we focus closer 
to the roots of oppression. We 
believe in radical change- in ending 
Capitalism, Imperialism, Patriarchy, 
and all other forms of hierarchy, 
and in replacing them with 
direct, participatory democracy, 
sustainability, individual autonomy, 
and personal relationships built on 
empathy and a desire for mutual 
aid. 

Asyouknow, theRNCWelcoming 
Committee is hosting the pReNC 
this coming weekend. The pReN C 
is a gathering of anarchists and 
anti-authoritarians one year in 
advance of the Republic~n National 
Convention. Its _purpose is to 
share skills, network, and develop 
a strategic framework for the 
2008 protests. Many of you have 
wondered if we plan violence, 
confrontation or mayhem for this 
weekend. We do not. The pReNC 
is not intended as an arena for 
protest and direct action. Rather, it 
is a time for learning, building, and 
planning for next year. 

We expect a few hundred people 
to attend the pReNC, and we 
estimate about half of the attendees 
to be coming in from out of town. It 
is hard to give a more exact number, 
given that some people might just 
come for a workshop or two, or a 
meal, while others may participate 
for the entire weekend. 

The main feature of the pReNC 

is Sunday's strategizing session, 
where individuals from every 
region of the country will bring 
together the plans and ideas they 
have been developing. Together, 
we will establish an anarchist 
goal for September 1-4, 2008, 
which attendees will bring back 
to their communities and develop 
into action over the course of the 
following year. We cannot provide 
you with further details because we 
don't know, and don't want to make 
assumptions about, what will come 
out of the strategizing se~sion. 

Some of you have asked how we 
plan to prevent police infiltraJion 
of the pReNC. Though it is not 
foolproof, we have a security 
protocol in place and a security 
team to facilitate said protocol. 
Further information about our 
security practices has already been 
made public and is available on our 
website. ·· 

We are aware of the Patriot Act 
and its relation to the "National 
Security Event" designation of 
the RNC. As you know, the cities 
of Minneapolis and St. Paul are 
also making attempts to further 
codify repression. However, we 
will not allow the state to regulate 
our resistance. You will not find 
us in the protest pens nor will 
you find us asking permission to 
demonstrate. The State asks that 
we only resist in ways it finds 
convenient and easy to contain, 
promising repression of those who 
act outside the parameters it sets. 
This is a threat- a violent threat with 
which the State hopes to terrorize 
us into submission. Therefore, 
there exists no "peaceful" option. 
Some among us may choose to 
resist State violence using pacifist 
tactics, while others use whatever 
methods they deem necessary and 
appropriate. But, no matter how we 

respond to it, violence is already 
present at the protests through no 
fault of our own. 

Lastly, we know some of you 
have been wondering about our 
media policy, which has been one of 
"no real time engagement." Media 
will not be welcome at the pReNC; 
this is so that the pReN C remains 
an event for participants, and not 
a spectacle for the press. We don't 
know yet what will come out of 
the pReNC, but we will behaving 
a poStNC press conference next 
Monday, September 3rd, at 11 :30 
a.m. on the steps of the Minnesota 
State Capitol. We may have more to 
say about the weekend at that time, 
and hope to see you all there. 

We will not be taking further 
questions today, but if there is 
anything else you'd like to know 
regarding anarchism, our media 
policy, or our. group, we have 
extensive info available on our 
website, www.nomc.org. Ill 

Republican 11/;c, 

monthly dinner 
speaker event 
The Twin Cities Republican 
Association will feature Minnesota 
State Representative Tom Emmer· 
of Dist. 19B as our guest speaker. 
The Tuesday September 25th, 
event will be held at the Fort 
Snelling Officer's Club near the 
Minneapolis/St. Paul International 
Airpo1i, at Highway 5 and Post 
Road .. The cost is $25 for dinner or 
$5 for the program only at 7:30 p.m. 
Register by noon on September 
20th, call Nancy and Craig Johnson 
at 651-653-8511. II 
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Gotcha 1 ~ 
... S,tate Rep. Tom ~ 

,Emmer1 R-Delano, got , 
a scare last Wednes- .. \ (t\ 
day on the House floor ,._ f 
during a vote on a bill ~~~~~~,, · -
that was important to -~ 
his district. · · 

Emmer's bill dealt with a small part of Rock- C-
ford, which is located east of the Crow River in ....J ~ 
Hennepin County. The bill would bring the area o;-· 
into Wright County, where the rest of Rockford (.ti · 
sits: Emmer said the change would improve ~ 
emergency response time and other services. ~ 

When the vote was takeh, the board lit up 
with a mixture of red and green dots, signifying a 
close decision. When the vote was closed, the bill 
was stuck on a 66-6.6 tie. Then Rep. Tony Sertich, ~ 
DFL-Chisholm, changed from a "no" vote to a 
ayes'' vote as the assembled House members 
erupted in laughter. A:couple other legislators 
switched their votes before the board was 
reopened for another vote. On the second go­
around, the bill ·sailed through 131-1. _j 
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Legislators, 
union enter 
_ attorney 

-_ }1- AG's office 
tl}WlOil 

- -~ - -

.-· day, Swanson didn't . address !he 
-~ · underlying issue of working 
•· conditions. She suggested that 

AFSCME was bullying her into 
. , · designating the union to repre­
·- sent her employees because of 

its prior endorsement. . , 
''As.the state's-chief legal offi­

cer I cannot ignore the law, a 

·• general's fray_ 
Ex-employees blame Hatch's · 
· return for office turmoil _ 

BY RUBEN ROSARIO, JENNIFER BJORHUS 
and BILL SALISBURY -

PfONEERP~Wt{f~Nf 28 '07 
The controversy over the Minnesota attor­

ney general's office boileq over' on Friday with 
rriore fallout from the recent exodus of more 
than 3Q employees, including top deputies. · 
· At a Capitol news conference, the union 

· trying to organize lawyer·s in the attorney 
, ~ce· called on Attorney General 

Swanscm to keep promises · a union. 
she made when the union . 

endorsed her in October. 
By Friday evening, the . House had voted 

· 129-0 to ask the Rules Committee to investi-
. gate whether Swanson used union-busting 
tactics _to .stop organizing efforts in her office, . · 
or improperly fired assistant attorneys gen- · 
eral. The union, the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, or 
AFSCME, is 'the largest pu~lic union in the 

AG'S OF~ICE TURillO_e, 

state, representing some 55,000 union fendorsement notwith-
workers. . . . ,. standing," Swanson said in the 

Meanwhile, m mtel'Vlews, statement, adding that it was up 
several former top lawyers from -. to employees whether they . 
the office linked the wave ~f wanted a union . 
departures to Swanson's · deci- Swanson's office Friday vig-
sion to put former Attorney orously defended her decision 
General Mike Hatch back on the to hire Hatch. 
office payroll. Spokesman Brian Bergson 

AFSCME-executive director said Swanson "is grateful that a 
Eliot Seide told reporters FJ:i~ay lawyer of Match's experience 
at the Capitol that organlZlllg and talent - who could make a 
efforts in the attorney general's lot more money outside of gov-
office began after several for- ernment - is instead serving 
mer assistant attorneys general · the citizens of Minnesota and 
approached the union ~b?u~ an the cause of justice." 
office atmosphere of mt1ID1da- ·::;: He denied· that Hatch had 

·- tion and harassment. ·: any undue influence, and he 
The union has accused Swan- ·. said Hatch is busy heading up 

son of abruptly firing Assistant ; the office's · complex litigation 
Attorney General Kari Jo Fer~- -'_; unit, he-said. 
son last week . for collecting 1:;,. The Pioneer P~ess could not 
union membership cards. ·· : reach Hatch on.Friday .. 

"They have shared their sto- . · The House voted Friday for a 
.. ries about political patronage, -~. motion asking the Rules Com.­

fear intimidation and humiliat- } mittee to investigate whether. 
ing 'working conditions," Seide :;: Swanson improperly fired assis­
said of attorneys in .the. offi_ce. -~- tant attorneys general or violat­
"Now is the time for Lon Sw~- \ ~d AFSCME's labor rights. Rep. 
son to confer about wor~g rTom Emmer, R-Delan_o, who 

' conditions. And there's nothing made the motion, accused 
stopping her in asking worker- Swanson of "union-busting tac-
friendly legislators to change .:: tics" to prevent AFSCME from 
the statute, the Public Employ- ::· organizing her staff. 

: ees Relations Act." -·· · House Rules Committee 
, Seide demanded that Swan- ~airman Tony Sertich, DFL-
.· son recognize the union for the :: Chisholm, said he would handle i 
; purpose of meeting with !he · tlie politically charged motio~ I 
,, lawyers to talk about wor~g , with the "respect it deserves, 
r, conditions and to press for legis- ~- but he did not promise to con-
:, lation to allow the union to , .. duct an investigation. 
· negotiate contracts on behalf of Bergson played down the sig-

1 • the attorneys. , · nificance of the vote, saying it 
· "We expect nothing l~ss was merely procedural apd not 

= from a candidate who carnes a vote to investigate Swanson. 
· our endorsement," Seide s~i?. I . "The Republicans are going 

,j Those · work c~nditlons · after her," Bergson said. "Shock." 
_. include a pattern of m1cromcU1- Morale problems and mass 
,- agement as well as a?rupt and firings are an attorney general's 
, - unpredictable . rea~s1gnm~nts, office tradition dating to the late 
, dismissals and outnght firings, 1990s said Bob Stanich, a former 

-~ the union allegep. · high-ievel attorney who left the 
The union hasn't been able office in 2002 and now is an appel­

to meet with Swanson about the late review official with the state 
problems, Seide said. . Supreme Court. The common 

In a prepared statement Fri-

· factor then and now: Mike Hatch. 
The forceful Hatch, widely 

acknowledged as a mentor to 
Swanson, was elected attorney 
general in 1999. He left office in 
January after losing a bid for 
governor. Swanson, who was 
elected to replace him, then 
hired her former boss. · 

At least nine current and for­
mer assistant attorneys general 
have told the Pioneer Press that 
the stream of departures and dis.­
missals since January is indelibly 
linked to Swanson's decision to 
return Hatch to the office. Former 
employees accuse Hatch, who 
now works out of Swanson's old 
14th-floor office in downtown St. 
Paul, of exerting too much control. 

Hatch's red-hot temper is the 
stuff of office lore. Stanich 
described being called · into 
Hatch's office one day when 
Hatch complained of spotting ~ · 
assistant attorney general read­
ing a newspaper in the library 
during a lunch break. · 

"He called the man lazy and 
then went off on a couple of 
other things," Stanich said. "He 
was beet red in the face and 
pounding on the desk. I frankly 
was frightened. I had never seen 
anything like that." · 

Peter Orput, a former top 
deputy attorney general who 
left in late 2003, -described 
abrupt job reassignments and 
dismissals under Hatch. 

''This.guy was driving me into 
therapy," Orput said. "I regularly 
went to the cathedral to pray." 

Attorney general spok~sman 
Bergson called the accusations 
about Hatch old and irrelevant 
to Swanson's administration. 
Anonymous accusations about 
current conditions don't 
deserve a response, he said. · 

"There's just no substance to 

the statement that morale is 
bad," Bergson said. 

That's not what Stanich and 
Orput said they hear from their 
old friends in the office. They 
confirmed union observations 
that many workers are afraid for . 
their jobs or of speaking publicly 
about working conditions. 

Tom Ragatz, who succeeded 
Stanich as heaq. of the criminal 
appeals division, was reas­
signed in December after Swan­
son was elected. Ragatz, who 
now works for the Ramsey 
County attorney's office, · said 
Hatch informed him that he was 
being reassigned to another 
division because Swanson want­
ed "a new team in place." 

Former employees also 
accuse the office of wasteful 
micromanagement - another 
charge the office denies. 

There's an unusually heavy 
emphasis on attorneys respond­
ing to every letter from citizens, 
with written responses, within 
10 days, said an attorney who 
resigned a few months ago. All 
responses must be approved by 
higher-ups, the lawyer said. 

"I've gotten citizen letters 
· back that have been edited· by 
both Mike and Lori/' the former 
employee said. "It's an incredi­
ble waste of lawyer-power." 

Bergson . said the attorney 
general's office is a watchdog 
for citizens and that all attor­
neys are expected to respond. 

Ruben Rosario can be reached at 
651-228-5454 or rrosario@pioneer 
press.com. Jennifei· Bjorhus can 
be reached at 651-228-2146 or 
jbjorhus@pioneerpress.com. Bill 
Salisbury can be reach~d at 651-
228-5538 or bsalisbury@pioneer 
press.com. The Associated Press 
contributed to this report. 
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. despite· . 
veto threat . 
Bill offers- widespread relief 

for homeowners, while 
shifting cburden to wealthy 

BY BILL SALIS~_URY 

PIONEER Plft~eAPJRet8 ·l)J .. 
Despite Gov. Tim Pawlenty's threat of a . 

veto, the Democratic~controlled Minnesota ·. 
House on Friday passed a tax bill that would . "° increase income taxes ori the wealthiest 1 per.: 

~ cent ofMinnesot~s to reduce property t~es• 
Q::t for 90 per?ent of the state's-homeowners. · . ' 

'The blll,. passed on a 74-59 vote, would · . 
}--- . raise the top income tax rate from 7:85 per- ' 

. cent to 9 percent for couples and other joint . 
filers earning more that $400,000 a year and · 

'-. single taxpayers with incom_ es above $22.6,000. 
~ - . As he has Sc¥d dozeris of', times this year, 
W ~aw,lenty r_eiterate'd Thl,irsday that he would 

., veto any income tax increase that reaches his 
~ ·: desk. State· spendip.g will rise neatly 10 .p~r­
L cent . ~th out a tax increase, he said, and 
~ . that's enough. 

The House bill would give Minnesota the 
.third-highest income. tax . rate in the nation 
for millionaires · and sixth.:highest ·rate on 

TAXBI0 . 

HOW TH~Y VOTED 

· married couples earning more 
than $500,000 a year, according 

' to the nonpartisan Minnesota 
, Taxpayers · . Association. One 
percent of taxpayers, about 
50,000 wealthy . Minnesotans, 
would pay the higher taxes. · 
· DFLers said the bill would 

increase taxes .by $583 million 
over the next two years. 

Most of that money would go 
to a new program linking prop~ 
erty tax relief to a homeowner's 
ability to pay. It would provide 
state refunds to homeowners 
whose property tax bills exceed 

1 2 percent of their incomes. 
Homeowners . earning . up to 
$150,000 a year would be eligible 
for the refunds ranging from 
$250 to $2,500. 

The bill also increases ' prop­
erty tax relief for renters and 
farmers. 

"Today we have historic and 
groundbreaking property tax 
relief that will reach every cor­
n~ of the state," said Rep. Paul 

IMfarquart, _DFL-Dilworth, the 
prime mover behind the tax 
refund plan .. 

He said average homeownijrS 
would see a 3.6 percent reduc-

COMPARH•,iG TAX a n .Ls 

tion in their property taxes next 
year under the bill. · 

Taxes on owner-occupied 
homes have increased 70 per­
cent in the past five years, Mar­
quart said, and they will rise ah 
additional $600 million, or 8.8 
·percent, next year "if we do 

. nothing." 
While praising the property 

tax proposal, · House Republi­
cans warned the income tax 
increases would drive many 

1 small-business owners,. job ere­
! ators and th~ state's most gen­
i · erous charitable donors out · of 
f the state. In addition, they said, The House The Senate .. .. 

legis,lation: · legislat ion: . 

■ Increases the ■ Increases the ,· 

- · · the tax hikes would discourage 
out-of-state businesses from 

· · income tax· rate to · income tax rate to 
9 percen·t on ·about · 9.7 percent on about 
50,000 1/1,/ealthy Min- 90,000 wealthy Min-
nesotans. nesotans. 

. 11 Grants property_tax ■ Grants local gov­
r~funds to 90 percent ernment more aid to 
of Minnesotans·. , hold down property 
■ Do/es riot give tax . taxes. . . 
breaks to Thomson ■ _Gives tax b·reaks to 
West or the Mall of Thomson West and · · 
America. · the Mall of America. 

Next: The House a.nd Senate meet iri confer­
ence committee to craft a· single bill to send 
to the governor. 

Pawlen~y's promise:Veto any bill with a 
tax increase. · 

moving in. , 
"We have a $2.2 billion sur­

plus. We should not be raising 
taxes," said Rep. Paul Kohls, R­
Vic_!Pria . 
.t'Rep. Tom Ernmer, R-Delano, 

· called the DFL bill "election-year 
• tax relief." He noted the ·property 

tax refund checks would be 
mailed to homeowners by Sept. 
15 next year - less than. eight 
weeks before the next general 
election. 'The state · currently 
mails property tax refunds by 
that date. 

• ./Noting the. governor's veto 
llfI).I'eat, Rep. Dean Simpson, R­

Perham, said, "This bill is dead 
on arrival." 

The bill's sponsor, House 
T],X Committee Chairwoman 

~nn Lenczewski, DFL-Bloom­
ington, defended the "income 
tax increase on top earners by 
citing a Revenue Department 
study that showed the wealthi-

est Minnesotans pay 'a smaller 
percentage of their incomes in 
state . and local taxes than mid­
dle-income taxpayers. Revenue 
from the proposed tax increase 
is needed, she said, because 
"we don't get · property tax 
relief for free." 

The bill also would eliminate 
$297 million over two years in 
corporate income tax breaks 
available to compantes that 
have so-called "foreign operat­
ing corporations." 

'The measure · does not 
include tax subsidies sought to 
expand the Mall of America in 
Bloominghm and 'Thom.son 
West, the legal publishing and 
software giant based i1i-Eagan . . 

The 269-page bill passed 
after a five-hour, 15-minute 
debate when Republicans 
decided riot to offer any of the 
88 amendments they had draft­
ed. Republicans didn't" try to 
~rove the bill, House Minori­
~ Leader Marty Seifert, R­

Marshall, said, because "you 
don't call a veterinarian to 
heal a hog that's already 
dead." · 

He noted that votes for the 
bill fell far short of the 90 need-. 
ed in · the House to override a 
veto. 

Last month, the . DFL-con­
trolled Senate passed a bill that 
would give Minnesota the high­
est general income tax rate in 
the nation - 9.7 percent - for 
top earners to raise nearly $1 
billion for education and proper­
ty tax relief. 

Next, ·a House-Senate confer­
ence committee will try to 
resolve differences in the two 
tax bills and pass a single bill to 
send to Pawlenty. 

Seifert urged DFLers to do 
that quickly so Pawlenty can 
veto the tax increase and legis­
lators can craffa bill he will sign 
before the regular session ends 
May 21. 

Bill Salisbury can be reached at 
bsalisbury@pioneerpress.com or 
651-228-5538. 
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Group urges same-sex 
partner benefits 

By Mike Longaecker said Angie Nichols, who repre- back domestic partner legisla-
State Capitol Bureau sented a delegation from tion, Limmer added, conserva-

ST. PAUL - More than 2 000 Duluth. "It will be much easier tives opted to bring up the 
people called on Minneiota th~s year to appeal t~ the idea of anti-gay marriage amend­
lawmakers Thursday to support fairness and equality - for all ment. 
legislation to open up health people, really." J Rep. Tom Emmer R-Delano, 
and hospital visitation rights Organizers said turnout for called the amendment .. a bread 
for same-sex domestic partners. the rally was somewhat lower and butter issue." 

OutFront Minnesota - the than in recent years, when State law already forbids gay 
state's largest gay rights group _ ~ctivists railed agains_t bills call- marriages, but backers of the 
rallied supporters on the State mg for voters to consider a con- amendment say they want the 
Capitol steps. The House is stitutional amendment defin- prohibition in the State Consti­
expected to vote on a series of ing marriage as a union tution because that would be 
domestic partner provisions between a man and a woman. more difficult to overturn. 
today. That issue isn't dead, said Ann A contingent from Bemidji 

The legislation, which has a DeGroot, OutFront Minnesota's visited with politicians from 
good chance of passing the DFL- executive dire·ctor, but noted their area, including Sen. Mary 
controlled Legislature, includes that since tensions surrounding J Olson, DFL-Bemidji. 
provisions making same-sex the issue aren't as high this Even if lawmakers are recep­
partners eligible for state insur- year, motivation may have been tive - as Olson has been to gay 
ance benefits and requiring lower. rights, supporters said - it's 
employers to include domestic While pro-gay rights' advo- important to touch base with 
partners as part of an expanded cates push for several initia- them, a Bemidji man said. 
pool of people for whom tives, those who .oppose gay "It's nice to be able to come 
employees are allowed to take marriages are trotting out a and say thank you to lawmak-
sick leave. constitutional amendment pro- ers," Sam Hunter Malloy said. 

Republican Gov. Tim Pawlenty posal they failed to pass the Paul Eckhardt, a rally-goer 
on Thursday repeated his past couple of years. from First Unitarian Church of 
pledge to veto any bills extend- "The phrase 'let the people Duluth, said he believes the 
ing benefits to same-sex part- vote' is going lo be heard again faith-based community has the 

1 
ners. . 1-i~ the Legislature," Sen. W?rren potential to make a serious 

J Rep. Steve Sv1ggum, ~-Kenyo_n, Limmer, R-Maple Grove, said. impression on lawmakers. Eck-
echoed the governors pred1c- The amendment would hardt who held a rainbow-col­
tion,_ s_aying the bill's same-sex define marriages as being ored flag bearing the church's 
prov1s10ns would mean more between o~e man and one name with Julie Morgan._ also 
costs to taxpayers and would w:'oman, which would ban mar- of Duluth- said his message for 
:eac? a dea? end when the leg- n_ages betwee~ gays and les- lawmakers is simple. 
1slahve session wraps up. btans. The pubhc would vote on "-We're families too 11 Eckhardt 

"It's the wrong directio~ !o be the amendment in th~ Novem- said addin that ~ artners 
gotng for supporllng trad1110nal her 2008 general elect10n. h '1d h g g_gyhtpt · ·t 
f ·1· · th t t " s · • .d DFL I d s ou ave every n o v1s1 am1 1es m e s a e, v1ggum Limmer sa1 ea ers h th · th h ·t I "It' . e-ac o er m e osp1 a . s 
said_. had said they would not push basic" 

Still, many rally-goers social issue bills this year, but · 
expressed ~ope that a DFL-con- on behalf of the gay communi- Mike Longaecker works for 
trolled Legislature would mean ty they are trying to pass at Forum Communications Co., 
greater support for gay rights least nine measures to expand which owns the Bemidji Pioneer. 
issues. domestic partners' rights. la mlongaecker@bemidjipioneer.com 

"I think the tide has turned," Since Democrats decided to 

@ 
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Public works projects get House OK 
Pawlenty spokesman lion bill; his spokesm_an said the 

Senate and House bills are too 
says Senate and House big. . 

b 'lls l , "This is an important jobs 
i are too arge ✓ bill," Rep. Alice Hausman. DFL-

ev DON DAVIS St. Paul, said, because of all the 
STATE CAPITOL BUREAU work that would_be created. 

ST. PAUL _ Leak roofs will Hau~man, charrwoirn?1 of the 
y. corrumttee recommendmg pub-

be fix~, flood prevent10n ~~as- lie works projects, fought back 
ure~ ~ill be _taken, and buildm~ repeated Republican attempts 
additions will be cons~cted if to trim spending. 
a. House-passed pubhc works 

I 
Assistant Minority Leader 

bill becomes law. -J Tom Emmer, R-Delano, unsuc-
On an ~-45 vote, the Hou~e cessfully tried to amend the bill 

Tuesday rught approved a bill so it spent only $8 million _ $2 
funding public works projects million to help Browns Valley 
across the state. The $255 mil- recover from recent flooding 
lion measure is a far cry from and $6 million for work in the 
the $1 billion bills lawmakers Corrections Department. 
passed in the last couple of Emmer said the Hausman 
years. bill looked l1ke "Washington-

Odd-numbered years such as style earmarks." 
this normally are dedicated to "This is a · porkapaloosa," 
drawing up a two-year budget, j Minority Leader Marty Seifert, 
which legislators are doing. R-MarshalL said. 
However, even in odd-numbered Seifert complained that 
years, the Legislature usually although the bill was supposed to 
passes at least a small public only fund emergency requests, 
works bill. three-fourths of the projects 

The House bill would sell wou).d not fit that category. 
bonds to fund $135 million of '½11 of those campuses and all 
the work and use $120 million of of those communities would 
state budget surplus money. beg to differ," Hausman said. 

A $307 million public works The biggest part of the spend• 
proposal is scheduled to be inK goes to the University of 
debated by senators today. Gov. Minnesota and Minnesota State 
Tim Pawlenty wanted a $71 mil- Colleges and Universities sys-
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terns for repairs of items such 
as leaky roofs. 

The two higher education sys­
tems would split about $70 mil­
lion. 

One of the most-discussed 
issues has been funding a 
Duluth Entertainment Conven• 
tion Center expansion. The 
House bill includes $30 million 
of the requested $37.9 million. 

Pawlenty wanted to fund 
entire amount, while the Senate 
included $37 million. 

DECC funding fell through at 
the end of last year's legislative 
session after all sides said they 
would provide the money. 

The bill also authorizes 
Duluth officials to lease a 
North west Airlines facility that 
has not been used since 2005. 

And the bill requires the 
Department of Natural 
Resources to report back to the 
Legislature a plan to develop 
Greenleaf Lake State Park in 
Meeker County. 

Davis works for Forom Com­
munications Co., which owns the 
Daily Globe. 

'This is a porkapaloosa.' 

Marty 5elfert 
R-Marshall 
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House 
funds 
projects 

Bill includes Bemidji area projects 
By Don Davis lion bill; his spokesman said 

State Capitol Bureau the Sfna1e and House bills are 
ST. PAUL - Leaky roofs will be too big. 

fixed, flood prevention meas- / "This is an important jobs 
ures will be taken and building bill," Rep. Alice Hausman, DFL­
additions will be constructed if St. Paul, said, because of all the 
a House-passed public works work that would be created. 
bill becomes law. Hausman, chairwoman of the 

On an 84-45 vote, the House committee recommending pub-­
Tuesday night approved a bin lie works projects, fought back 
funding public works projects repeated Republican attempts 
across the state. The $255 mil- to trim spending. 
lion measure is a far cry from j Assistant Minority Leader 
the $1 billion bills lawmakers Tom_Emmer, R-Delano, unsuc­
passed tn the last couple of cessfully tried to amend the bill 
years. so it spent only $8 million - $2 

Odd-numbered years such as million to help Browns Valley 
this normally are dedicated to recover from recent flooding 
drawing up a two-year budget, and $6 million for work in the 
which legislators are doing. Corrections Department. 
However, even in odd-numbered Emmer said the Hausman bill 
years, the Legislature usually looked like "Washington-style 
passes at least a small public earmarks. n 

works bill. "This is a porkapaloosa,n 
The House bill ·would sell / Minority Leader Marty Seifert, 

bonds to fund $135 million of R-Marshall, said. 
the work and use $120 million · Seifert complained that 
of state budget surplus money. although the bill was supposed 

A $307 million public works to only fund emergency 
proposal is scheduled to be requests, three-fourths of the 
debated by senators today. Gov. 
Tim Pawlenty wanted a $71 mil- Projects: &-c Page Al 1. 
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projects would not fit that cate- Mesabi Mine Planning Board to thankful that the House recog­
gory. construct a system to deal with nized Bemidji State's needs that 

"All of those campuses and water in the Canisteo mine pit couldn't wait until 2008." 
all of those communities would in Itasca County. Big Bog and Red Lake schools 
beg to differ," Hausman said. ► $2.1 million for anti-flood- funding were offered by Rep. 

The biggest part of the spend- ing projects in Roseau and / Brita Sailer, DFL-Park Rapids. 
ing goes to the University of Browns Valley. "Inclusion of both of these 
Minnesota and Minnesota State ► $30 million under a loan projects demonstrates their 
Colleges and Universities sys- program for schools to renovate importance to the people of 
terns for repairs of items such Red Lake High School and Mid- northern Minnesota and our 
as leaky roofs. dle School, which would turn state," she said. "Both of these 

The two higher education sys- into a grant. Requested was $37 projects have already received 
terns would split about $70 mil- million. partial funding, with a promise 
lion. ► $10 million for the state's froni the Legislature to finish in 

One of the most-discussed public television stations to the next bonding cycle. We need 
issues has been funding .a continue their conversion to to bring these projects to a 
Duluth Entertainment Conven- digital broadcast. close, and I look forward to the 
lion Center expansion. The ► $8 million in the Conserva- continued deliberations in the 
House bill includes $30 million tion Reserve Enhancement Pro- conference committee." 
of the requested $37 .9 million. gram to take cropland out of While not in the House bill, 

Gov. Tim Pawlenty wanted to production. planning and design funds for a 
fund entire amount, while the ► $1 million for the Big Bog Northern Emergency Training 
~ included $37 million. State Recreation Area at Wask- Administrative Center at 

DECC funding fell through at ish. Requested was $1.6 million. Gonvick is in the Senate bill, 
the end of last year's legislative ► $500,000 for early work on she said, which will allow con­
session after all sides said they the Northstar Express passen- ference committee discussion. 
would provide the money. ger rail line between Duluth Local northern legislators 

The bill also authorizes and the 'lwin Cities. voted for the bill, with the 
Duluth officials to lease a ► $2 million to buy the for- exception of "no" votes from 
Northwest Airlines facility that mer Bemidji High School land J Reps. Larry Howes, R-Walker, 
has not been used since 2005. near Bemidji State University. J and Bernie Lleder, DFL-Crook-

And the bill requires the ► $929,000 to replace two out- ston. 
Department of Natural dated chillers on the BSU cam-
Resources to report back to the pus. 
Legislature a plan to develop "Since we're in an odd-num­
Greenleaf Lake State Park in bered year, the bonding bill is 
Meeker County. relatively small," Assistant 

The also would spend: House Majority Leader Frank 
► $2.5 million for the Western / Moe, DFL-Bemidji, said. "I'm 
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Pioneer Political Editor Brad 
Swenson contn"buted to this 
report. Don Davis works for 
Forum Communications Co., 
which owns the Bemidji Pioneer. 

B dduls@bemldilploneer.com 

Page 2 of 2 

~ 



I 'llll-JllDU U.f.!I 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE lA ® 
edica!)ransportation .. 
( continue~/ · ''Access transportation" 
~ ,,... involves mileage reimburse-

f-

MTM reports $6 million_ in . ment, cab fare, · bus tokens or 
savings for the state, prin;l.arily vans ·for people who need rides, 
by authorizing cheaper forms but little assistance. "Special 
of transportation, such as cabs, transportation" involves handi­
buses or minivans, for patients capped-accessible vehicl~s and 
who don't need expensive rides is reserved for people who need 
in. handicapped-accessible vans help getting in and out of med-
or ambulances. ical appointments. · 

''We have increased access MTM's cost-cutting strategy 
to medical care for individuals has been to reduce the number 
· who need it, while still reducing of expensive special rides and 
· costs through increased effi- to instead offer people cheaper 
ciencies," said Steven Mead, an access transportation. The 
MTM official who directs Min- company has this control 
·nesota's non-emergency trans- because it certifies who can 
_portation program. receive special transportation 

Monthly rides in the Twin Special rides . in the Twin 
Cities increased from 60,000 m. Cities have dropped from 
2004 to 66,000 in 2005, while the . 530,000 in fiscal year 2004 to less 
cost per ride decreased from than 250,000 in fiscal year 2006. 
$22.66 to $19.78, according fo Access rides have increased 
the Minnesota Department of from 250,000 in fiscal year 2004 
Human Services. . to 750,000 in fiscal year 2006. 

But transportation compa- MTM doesn't own vehicles. 
nies and advocates for the dis- It arranges rides through a net­
abled believe the company has work of private transportation 
gone too far and is putting prof- companies. 
its ahead of people, such as Mead said that because the 
Brown, who need sophisticated state Human Services Depart­
transportation. uient didn't have the staff to 

Some lawmakers share monitor medical transporta­
these concerns and may seek in tioi:l, providers before MTM 
the u~g legislative ses- took over tended to overuse 
sio~cancel MTM's contract. expensive special transporta-

tate Rep. Tom Emmer, R- tion. He also said that providers 
elano, even questions whether often were "padding" their . 

-the company is saving the state mileage figures to gain extra 
as much money as advertised. state revenue. · . .· 
His research suggests the sav- Executives with transporta­
ings are minimal or offset by tion companies counter that 
hidden administrative costs. MTM is cheating them out of 

A group of DFL lawmakers money by, among other things, · 
also opposes MTM, a large shortchanging them on mileage, 
transportation broker with a his- Nursing home officials have 
tory of problems in other states. . complained abo-qt MTM as 

The company paid a $2.4 mil- well. Some have reported that 
lion settlement to resolve a law- patients with dementia have 
suit by the Missouri attorney been given bus or cab fare to 
general, who had accused MTM get home despite the risk they 
of overcharging the state and, might forget how to get home. 
in one case, billing rides for In a survey funded by the 
someone who was dead. MTM medical transportation indus­
also lost a contract in an Ohio_ try, 63 percent of nursing home 
county after one month amid providers believed the state 
concerns about its tactics. Offi- was failing to provide adequate 
cials ih South Carolina delayed transportation, and 48 percent 
a contract with MTM while the believed shortcomings put resi- · 
state heard complaints. dents at risk of getting injured 

Minnesota provides two lev- or lost. · 
els of transportation for poor and Brown was caught in the 
disabled residents receiving pub- cracks of this system. 
licly subsidized health benefits. His certification for special 

SCOTT TAKUSHI, PIONEER PRESS 
"They started out calling the wrong (transportation) company," says Eugene Brown of the state-paid 
minivan trip he says cost him his left leg in April. "The ~ompany, I found out later, doesn't even have the 
type of vans that can carry_ out electric (wheel)chairs." Brown is pictured in his St. Louis Park apartment. 

transportation expired Nov. 30, 
2005. He called MTM to recerti­
fy but said a worker told him it 
would take -a month. So MTM 
arranged access transportation 
for his Dec. 7, 2005, appoint­
ment, -which is why a minivan 
showed up instead of the usual 
van with a· handicapped-acces­
sible lift. 

Advocates . familiar with 
Brown's case point out that 
MTM had two financial incen­

. tives to do the wrong thing. 
First, MTM only had a state 

contract to manage access 
rides at that time, not special 
rides. So it only. got paid to 
arrange his · transportation if it 
kept Brown at the access level. 

Second, MTM gets paid 
every time it recertifies people 
for special · transportation. 
Providers believe the company 
is consequently doing more 
certifications than necessary, 
said Michael Weidner of the 
Minnesota Paratransit 
Providers Association, even for 
patients with permanent dis-
abilities. · 

"He's paraplegic!" Weidner 
said of Brown. "He's not getting 
any better!" 

Brown has had to recertify 
for special transportation twice 
more this year. 

Wheh asked about this case, 
Mead · said MTM "inappropri­
ately assigned" a lower level of 
transportation for Brown but 
also notified the provider that 
Brown needed a vehicle with a 
wheelchair lift. If the trans­
portation company didn't have 
the right vehicle, it should have 
declined the trip. Mead said his 
company will ,investigate the 
error. 

AB for the repeated certifica­
tions, Mead said MTM has 
changed its policies so that peo­
ple with permanent ·disabilities, 
including paralysis, may only 
need to be recertified every one 
to seven years. Others still may 
need to be recertified every six 
months. 

MTM earlier this year 
received · an expanded state 
contract that includes manage­
ment of special transportation, 
meaning it now controls the 
state's entire non-emergency 
transportation system. 

What bothered Emmer and 
other lawmakers was. that 
MTM was selected out of four · 
companies even though it 
didn't offer the lowest bid. 

MTM also has received sub­
stantial raises. It received less 
than $10 to recertify someone for 
special transportation in its first 

contract but now receives $25. 
Complaint logs for the past 

-two months show cases in 
which rides were missed 

. because the transportation 
companies .said . they never 
received orders from MTM or 
received them after the sched­
uled pickup times. However, 
state data suggest fewer than 
one in 100 rides result in no­
shows, and that proportionate-

. ly few rides result in formal 
complaints. 

MTM has saved more state 
money than projected and met 
expectations, said Brian Osberg, 
assistant human services · com­
missioner. AB far as Brown's 
case, Osberg said, "obviously 
we're trying to avoid situations 
like this." Eliminating poor serv­
ice is one reason why the state 
hired MTM, he added. 

Brown already was para­
lyzed, but his hopes of walking 
again - even with braces or 
prosthetic legs ....:_ seem even 
less likely now because of the 
amputation. "It took away a lot 
of hope," he said. 

Apart from B_rown's suffer­
ing, Weidner said, taxpayers 
bore an extra cost. 
· "Eugene's on (state-funded) 

medical . assistance," he said. 
"Who paid to cut his leg off?" 



I A St. Louis Park man says his amputated leg was the result of a ride arranged by the 
state's non,.emergency medical transportation program for the poor and disabled. Others 

also point to problems, but state official$ and the firm that runs the program defend it. 

. SCOTT TAKUSHI, PIONEER PRESS 

Eu.gene Brown and his electric wheelchair are hoisted into a medical transportation van by driver Craig Brownell during a trip from Brown's St. Louis 
Park home to a doctor's appointment. Brown, a paraplegic, says a trip with another state-paid transportation provider cost him his left leg last year. · 

Lost !~g11~st confidence 
BY JEREMY OLSON PIONEER PRESS 

Before a surgeon cut off Eugene Brown's left leg in April, he told Brown 
it likely had fractured beyond repair.five months earlier. Brown could 

only think of one cause: that horribly cramped and pqinful ride to the 
doctor's office. 

Brown had called the state's medical 
transportation service for a ride because he 
is paralyzed from the waist down. He asked 
for a van with space for him to sit securely 
in his electric wheelchair. Instead, a mini­
van came to his St. Louis Park apartment. 

He couldn't reach the seats from his chair, 

so he' used his arms to jam himself into the 
aisle and sit on the damp floor. Afterward, 
his leg swelled and turned purple. By the 
time he sought medical attention, doctors 
had to amputate at the top of the thigh. 

Brown is unhappy with Medical Trans­
port Management, the private Missouri 

company that two years ago took control of 
the state's non-emergency medical trans- . 
portation program for Minnesota's poor 
and disabled residents. 

"They started out calling the wrong 
(transportation) company," he said. "The 
company, I found out later, doesn't even 
have the type of vans that can carry out 
electric (wheel)chairs." 

He is not the only one upset, though offi­
cials from Medical Transport Management 
and the state defend the company's per- · 
formance: . 

MEDICAL TitANSPORTAT9,A . 

C o,Je-0 ·c ·---
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NOTEBOOK 

Minn. senator not happy with transportation 
By Don Davis 

State Capitol Bureau 

ST. PAUL ..:.. l\1innesota 
senators plan to closely 
Pxamine Lt. Gov. Carol 
i\lolnau·s second job. 

As the state's 
transportation commissioner, 
\1olnau must be confirmed 
for the second time now that 
Gov. Tim Pawlenty has 
started his second term. But 

i ~ Transportation 
J Chairman Steve MurphY, 

DFL-Red Wing, told a 
reporter that he doesn't plan 
on holding confirmation 
hearings any time soon. 

rvlurphy often complains 
that 1\-tolnau and Pawlenty 
have short-changed 
transportation. He especially 
tl id not 1 ike the budget 
proposal Pa\vlenty unveiled 
Inst week b0cause it depends 
mostly on borrowing money 
to build and fix roads. And he 
says Pawlenty thinks too 
much about highways. 

"Once again . the governor 
is using tlw stRte's credit card 
as the primary funding tool 
to pay fo1• ll h ighway-on1y 
solution," Murphy said. 
"'Slale high ways are jusl one 
part of a m:issive system of 
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local roads nncl streets. would be enforcerl by a 
transit. port authorities, rail council marle up of 
lines and reliever airports." representatives of the eight 

·'We're looking at an unmet states und two Canadian 
annual need of nearly $2 provinces. 
billion in transportation and "It offeclirnl\· turns over the 
the governor·s approach does authorit\' to this counci1.·· Rep. 
little to arlnn~ss the problem / __ · . . 
head-on,"' \lurphy added. ,.Tom Emmer, R-Delano, said. 

.1 Assisl~nl Senate Majority ✓ However, Rep._ To~ HuntleY, 
j Leader Tarrvl Clark DFL-St. DFL-Duluth, said Minnesota 

Cloud, said she expe~ts would retain authority. 
Murphy to convene a 
confirmation hearing, but 
said scnalors are not happy 
witll the 1\linnesota 
Department of 
Transpc>rtation. 
Great debate 

Discussion of a compact 
banning movement of water 
in or out of the Great Lakes 
basin became a great debate 
in a Hou~~ committee. 

Four Republicans 
questioned whQther the 
compact would take pmver 
away from .l\:linnesota. Fellow 
GOP Gov. Tim Pawlenty 
supports the compact. 

Hmveve1: by an 11-4 rnte. 
the compact bill moved 
forward to the full House. A 
similar bill is mal(ing its \Vay 
through the Senate. 

The water movement ban 

Tax bill OK'd 
· Minnesota senators 

uminimously agreed to make 
state laws conform to federal 
income tax laws, saving 
Minnesotans $24 million. 

About 111,000 Minnesotans 
will be able to deduct up to 
$4,000 in college tuition costs 
if Gov_ Tim Pawlenty signs 
the bill as expected. The 
measure also gives tax breaks 
to teachers who spend their 
own money for classroom 
supplies and military 
personnel could invest in 
some retirement accounts 
without paying a penalty. 
Davis works for Forum Conimunlutlons Co., 
which owns The Forum. He can be reached 

at {651) 290-0707 
or ddavls@forumcomm.com 

As article appeared in publication. 
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Stubborn facts - and a stubborn 
defense of principle to go with them 

on American Indian reserva­
tions affect the legislation's 
attempt to exempt tribal casinos 
from the ban? When does a 
patron vjolation become a viola­
tion for which the establishment 
owner is criminally liable? 

John Adams' 
defense of British 

soldiers accused in 
the 1770 Boston Mas­
sacre (and of the 
greater principle of 
due process) gave us 
his oft-quoted obser­
vation, "Facts · are 
stubborn things, and 
whatever may be our 
inclinations, or · the 

CRAIG 
:WESTOVER 

prehensive statewide 
smoking ban, one · 
ought be embar­
rassed by . the bill 
passed out of the 
Health and Human 
Services Committee. 
Not only did ban sup­
porters do a poor job 
of justifying the 
necessity of a 

Normally, such issues are 
resolved in the committee 
process. Last session, eminent 
domain reform that limited when 
government could take private 
property for a public use passed 
through eight committees before 
earning a floor vote. This year, 
when Brod raised the question of 
what committees would be hear­
ing the Freedom to Breathe Act, 
Huntley said he had no idea what 
the path might be, but he ''would 
just as soon send it to the floor as 

dictums of our passions, they 
cannot alter the state of facts 
and evidence.-'' 

Facts are still stubborn 
things. 

Last week, the Health and 
Human Services Committee of 
the Minnesota House held a 
hearing on the Freedom to 
Breathe Act - otherwise 
known as the statewide smok-

- iyg1)an. In defense of a greater 
Vprinciple, Reps. Laura Brod, R­
N~ Prague, and Tom Emmer, 

\,)t-Delano, took on the cause of 
bar and restaurant owners who 
dare exercise their private prop­
erty rights and permit smoking 
in their establishments. It was a 
good, old-fashioned political 
butt whipping. Brod and Emmer 
shr..§.dded the arguments of bill 
~nsors Thoinas Huntley, DFL-
~th, and Dan Severson, R-

Sauk Rapids. · 
Unfortunately, the attitude 

that the end justifies the means 
is also still stubborn. 

Ruled by its inclinations, the 
dictums of its passions and an 
altered state of facts and evi­
dence, a 12-6 majority in that 
committee · advanced the 
statewide smoking ban to the 
Commerce and Labor Commit­
tee. 

Even if one favors a com-

statewide . smoking 
ban, the Freedom to Breathe 
Act is a jumble of inconsisten­
cies and potential unintended 
consequences. 

And therein lies the problem: 
. When legislation is predicated 
on inclinations and passions 
and justified by an altered state 
of facts and evidence, not only is 
the result unnecessary legisla­
tion; it's bad legislation. 

soon as we can." · 

The case can be '.made that If the · objective were 
all legislation is invariably sub- crafting a bill that best served 
ject to interpretation. If there Minnesotans, then, as Brod sug-

, aren't loopholes, some smart gested, it would pass through 
lawyer will create them and committees on local govern­
some "activist" judge will vali- ment affairs and public . safety 
date them. That may be true as as well as commerce. But if the 
far as it goes, but the assump- purpo$e of the bill were simply 
tion ought to be that legislators to ban smoking, then, as is . 
have done their best to create a Huntley's inclination, the quick­
tight piece of legislation. When er it got to the floor, . the better 
legislation is fact-based and - especially after Brod and 
addresses compelling state Emmer shredded every health 
issues, that's generally the case. and economic justification for a 
When it follows the dictums of smoking ban, save two. 
passion, it ain;t necessarily so. By the time the committee 

. was ready to vote, Rep. Ken 
Brod, Emmer and others vrschumper, DFL-La Crescent, 

raised numerous implications was justifying the trumping of 
and potential unintended conse- · private property rights with the 
quences of the Freedom to only undisputed argument ban 
Breathe legislation. Does the supporters could muster - sec­
bill inadvertently affect private . ondhand smoke smells bad. 
homes used for business? Does Y1tep. Tina Liebling, · DFL­
public law that provides Min- Rochester, finally clarifiM the 
nesota the authority to enforce real motivation behind the Free­
"criminal and prohibitory law" dom to Breathe Act - she 

If the objective were 
crafting a bill that best 
served Minnesotans, 

then, as Brod suggested, 
it would pass through 
committees on local 

government affairs and 
public safety as 

~ 
--, 

well as commerce. 

declared a statewide smoking 
ban necessary to "set behavior 
norms" for all Minnesotans. 

"I hear a train a' comin' -
it's roaring round the bend," the 
American Lung Association's . 
Pat McKone sorta sang, giddily 
concluding her pro-ban testimo­
ny with a fitting,,metaphor for a 
bill being railroaded . through 
the committee process despite 
inconsistencies, unintended 
consequences and confused jus-
tifications. · 

Brod, Emmer and stubborn 
facts will get another shot when 
the legislation goes to the 
House floor for debate. The out­
come may not be any better, but 
when gutsy legislators perse­
vere against intrusive .govern­
ment, one can always hope. 

Craig Westover, a writer who 
lives in Afton, blogs at cr<iigwest­
over.com. His e-mail address is 
westover4@yahoo.com. 
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Tour of the .Capitol big 
deal to area residents 
By Matthew Stolle ✓ Anderson 
mstolle@postbulletin.com ✓ and Tom 

. . da Emmer and 
For som~, the idea of spending a Y Sen. Amy 

at the Capitol would hold all the allure. ✓K ch· The 
of a weekend with the in-laws. h O 

•
15
• that 

. .. 1 . ope 
But a sizable conting~t of peop e in adop~ leg-

Rod-e;ter will tell you that it's fun to hang islators will 
around the Capitol an~ wa!ch the not only 
machineiy of government in action. a t t e n d 

An estimated 520 area resicleTits are Rochester on 
9:heduled to depart Rooiesler ~y Tour adivities 
morning for the fourth annual Rochester · but to learn 
on Tour at the Capitol in St Paul, an_all- about and 
day political extravapani.a of lobbying. become SUJr DuMond 
rallies and promoting the Rochester porters of the . 
agenda They will be carried in~ au:avan area's legislative agen~a, offiaals say. 
of nine buses, officiaJs say, making it the ''That's the main goal. To get the 
third straight year tha~ turnout has message out around the state how_ 
exceeded that of the previous year. . important we are to the state's eronomy," 

'1t' s just been a st.J<XESS. It's a fun time. Eckerman said. 

It's not all work/' said John ~ That message will include urging ~te 
vice president of government affairs for tl-e lawmakers to support amtinued funding 
Rochester ¾ea 01amber of Commerce, formedical genomics re:earch now being 
the organinltion that sponsors the event conducted througn the partnership of 

You wouldn't have to ronvince, Wade Mayo Oinic and the University of Min­
DuMond of that. The 42-year-old nesota. Gov. Tim Pawlenty recently 
Rochester resident works for Babe~ unveiled his budget earmarking $38 mil­
Builders, a rustom homebuilders_ bus!- lion for the project. 
ness, and has been on every ~ sm~ it Other Rochester priorities include the 
started in~ What ]<reps~ coming University of Minnesota-Roch~ster, 
back, h~ said,.ts the opportunity to lend funding for an addition to th.e National 
his voice with others on behalf of Volleyball Center and planning money 
Rodlestei: . to renovate Mayo Gvk Center. . 

"One thing µrat's exciting~· just the ,----~------
7 level of rommitmmt that's.is bemgshown h• ·hi. ht 

_by so many people in the community," Tour 19 19 5 
DuMond said "It's ~portant _to -~ up g 1 _p.m. - Lunch at the 
there before· the Legislaturechwith thingsd Crowne Plaza Hotel in St. Paul 
that are important for Ro ~ster, an 
there's great people involved." 

Llke many going on the trip, DuMond 
has made it his responsibility to "adopt" 
three state legislators. His are from the 
~District 19, and include Reps. Bruce 

ii! 1 :30 p.m. - Rally in the 
Capitol Rotun~a 

1!I' 5 p.m. - Grand Receptiofl 
at the National Guard Armory 
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Bill would increase grants for family planning 
BY MIKE LONGAECKER 

STATE CAPITOL BUREAU 
ST. PAUL - Family planning 

propohents successfully fought 
off concerns Tuesday that a. 
House bill might ~ndorse abor­
tion services before they ush­
ered it through a health com­
mittee. 

The legislation increases 
accessto family planning in Min­
nesota by more than doubling 
state grants and calls for expan­
sion of Medicaid ·services for sex­
ually transmitted infections. 

The bill's author, Rep. lbw, 
j Huntle:z DFL-Duluth, and its 

supporters said the proposal 
should help stem unwanted 
pregnancies. prevent abortions 
and create long-tenn·savings. 

Teen-age girls and young 
women are the most in need of 
affordable family planning serv­
ices, Huntley said. 

"Our teens need to lmow we 
care for them," said Chris Reif, a 
doctor and director at Commu­
nity University Health Care 
Clinic in Minneapolis. 

The bill would ·also increase 
funding for family planning 
grants from about $7.8 million 
to $15.8 million over tv-7o years. 
That would give more breathing 
room for family planning clin­
ics vying for grants in a ... pr0-
scribed, rigid, rule--bound1

' envi­
ronment, said Peg LaBore, 
director of St. Paul's Family 
Tree Clinic. 

"This is a competitive grant 
process," she told lawmakers. 

But just what expanded fami­
ly planning services might actu-

1 ally lead to drew concern from 
J Rep. Tom Emmer. The Delano 

fr:\ h-- ••·~1 -.i.. ♦ ,._,..,.. .. n AU ,, ,._, _.,,..,-

Republican grilled testifiers 
over whether money provided 
under the bill would gQ toward 
abortion referrals. 

It would, but not specilica,lly; 
Labore .said. She·said that when 
counseling women with 
unwanted pregnancies, the 
clients are given a list of 
options. Abortion services are 
listed, as well as adoption and 
other possibilities. 

"Our job," she told House 
health committee members, 
".:.is to provide non-directive 
counseling. One of the choices 
is an abortion.·· 

Emmer then offered an 
amendment tha.t would prohibit 
state.-funded abortions, except 
where allowable under federal 
law. It failed on an 11-9 vote. 

Clinics like LaRore's would 
see a boost in funding from 
the state under the bill. Rates 
for family planning services 
provided by community clin­
ics - those providing non­
profit health services to low 
income. rural, governmental 
entities or American Indian 
health services - would 
increase by 25 percent under 
the legislation. 

Girls between the age of 11 and 
19 produce about 1.500 pregnan­
cies a year in Minnesota, Reif 
told legislators. Eighty percent of 
them are tmplari.ned, he said: 

Longaecker works for Forum 
Communications Co., which 
owns the Daily Globe. 

MIKE LONGAECKER;ST. PAUL BUREAU 

Peg LaBore, clinic director at St.. Paul's Family Tree 
Clinic, addresses a House health committee Tuesday 
at the Cap.itol. She supported a bill brought by Rep. 
Tom Huntley, DFL-Duluth, seen seated next · to her, 
which would expand family planning services. 
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1Divisive 1 ideas aid debate 
Tuesday, February 13, 2007 
From: Rep. Tom Emmer, A-Delano 

It is not uncommon for an individual to be labeled as divisive for taking a stand .on a controversial issue. History is 
rich with examples of controversial polit ical figures whose bold leadership has served our nation well. Take 
President Linco ln in 1864. Despite the setbacks Union soldiers faced in the war, Lincoln decided to order a new 
draft for half a mill ion men. He did so as the presidential election loomed, knowing his decision would result in 
certain political clefeat. Lincoln's views were so divisive his base and the general public questioned his 
leadership. Look also to suffragist Alice Paul , who led a Pennsylvania Avenue parade in 1913 to gain the vote. Her 
bold drive to pass a federal amendment clashed with the more incremental~approach favored by others, thus 
dividing the women 1s suffrage movement. The cause for which she fought divided public opinion, as well. Too 
often, we see the wo rd 11 divider 11 used to shame or discredit an individual who holds a controversial viewpoint. This 
is no more than a fear tactic, designed to discourage individuals from speaking their minds. . Such rhetoric provides 
no incentive for rigorous , open debate - the foundation of America's political system. It is important to remember 
that individuals who take a stand are conti nuing the great tradition of American political discourse. Before we guilt 
people into being quiet, we should recognize the contribution their viewpoint makes toward an end solution. Airing a 
variety of po litical views is a part of the process we use to arrive at viable outcomes. In this day and age of 
bipartisan cooperation, we need healthier, unfettered debate. Even when different views make us uncomfortable, 
we need individual s courageous enough to state their views respectfully. It is not mean spirited to disagree or 
discuss one's disagreements . In fact, we must do so if we are to learn how to get along. 

-----,.,.,.,, ... _ ... ,,._, ____ ,,,,,,., ... -,,"_~~~~~~~-~~=-~~~~~~~~~~-~~~-~~~~~~~ 
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Lawmakers 
want tighter 

leash on gangs 
. Everything from where 
members go to what they 
wear would be restricted . 

~2--~ 
BY MARA H. GOTTFRIED 

and JASON HOPPIN 

PION~rn f'~tsr MA~~ 13 ·01 
Two rival gangs in St. Paul can't seem 

to stop shooting at each other. 
As the Selby Siders and East Side Boys 

fight over turf, girlfriends and drugs, one 
gang member has been killed and more 
than a dozen have been shot in the past 18 
months, police said . 
· The gangsters terrorize neighborhoods 

and make people afraid to walk down the 
.street, said Cmdr. -Tim Fiynn, who heads 
the St. Paul police gang unit. 

They're exactly the kind of bad guys 
Flynn said authorities would target under 
a bill at the Legislature. The law would put 
a legal straightjacket on known gang 
meinbers, potentially . restricting where 
they go, who they hang out with and even 
what they wear. 

''What it 1;VOuld do is~;v s an extra 
!,' 

GANG LEGISLA: ION, 6A 

Gang 
legi.slation 

limited and they are forbidde;ti 
to associate . in most public 
places. · · .: ,1 ~ 

"It has had an absolute1y 
wonderful effect on the saf~zy 
zone," said San Francisco Cjfx 
Attorney Dennis Herrera. "Peb.~ 
pie can actually sleep through'. 

tool to go ~ese people the night without the sound. of 
when they're just loiteiing for gunfire." ·~ · 
an unlawful purpose or hanging Because gang injunctious 
out and preying on innocent vie- restrict some basic freedoms: 
tims," Flynn said. "Our bottom- µicluding the freedom to assqc~~ 
line goal is to get these people ate, they have been attacked oy 
off the corner and give the civil liberties groups. In San 
neighborhood back to the com- Diego, for example, the Ameri~ 
munity." can Civil Liberties Union sue.d 

Think of it .like a protective over the standards for det~r-~ 
order. for an entire neighbor- inining who is a gang member. · 
hoJXf, said Rep. John Lesch, )louse Minority . Speaker 

'L-St. Paul, who is sponsoiing &,Jfom Emmer, R-Delano, said he 
the bill in. the House. wants to reduce. crime but wor-

The Jaw, which •is being ries the bill's language is too 
pushed by St. Paul. officials, broad and won't stand up under 
would allow cities to seek court constitutional scrutiny. 
injunctions·against gangs. "I think there's an argument 

"These are bad people · who that the Minnesota W:Ild and the 
~e committing bad acts. What- . . Minnesota Vikings fall under 
ever you can do to disrupt these this bill," Emmer said, noting 
organizations, whatever you can . the violent . nature of their 
do within a constitutional frame- sports and that teammates wear 
work, it's all good," said St. Paul similar attire. 
City Attorney John Choi. · Lesch scoffed at Emme:e~f 

Only a handful of states have suggestion. . 
such sweeping laws aimed at ''If (Emmer's) suggesting 
gang activity. Under the propos- that the Minnesota Wild and, 
al, a city could seek a court Minnesota Vikings are organ­
injunction against gang mem- ized to participate in cri.mm~­
bers if the gang commits five or activity, then I think the people 
more serious criminal acts with- of Minnesota would · have · a 
:ii:l a year. If that happens, cities problem with that," Lesch said,. 
could ask a judge to declare the . Charles Samuelson, execu~· 
gang a· nuisance and seek an · tive director of ACLU~Minneso~~ 
injunction. ta, said there are already plenty 

Under the injunction, based of laws on the books to cm;b 
on the individual circumstances gang activity. . . 
of the case, a judge would place "We're not convinced that 
restrictions on the gang, which we need another bill," he sai(;{ 
the bill says must be "reason- "We could be wrong, but let's: 
able." In California, restrictions have more of a discussion." ,. · 
have included prohibiting gang The measure awaits a· Ml 
members from associating with floor vote in the Senate. In the 
each· other, banning them from House, it may be included int~~: 
parts of a city, forbidding them · global , public safety measure 
from wearing clothing with the this year. A spokesman for Gov. 
gang's name or ·symbols, and Tim Pawlenty said the goverrj.of 
telling . them they" can't be in hasn't reviewed the bill. · :<":.';~· 
possession of spray paint or The Rev: Devin Miller, a lon:g.:: 
other tools used for graffiti. time activist in issues involvi1}._t: 

But why would g;mg mem- young people ~d gangs, s~g~ 
bers, who disobey laws with the bill doesn't get .to the re:al 
abandon, respect a · civil injunc- problem. · ·,- ,., ·\t,· 
tion? That's not necessarily the "The problem is kids- ··ar,e 
point, backers said. bored, the problem is drugs, the: 

Lesch said police officers problem is lack of employm~rit 
need probable cause to arrest and housing," he said. "Ther~­
gang members. But if they are are too ·many questions that gcf 
clearly violating a court order, unanswered because we'.re· 
officers don't. need to meet that looking for a quick fix to get 
standard. kids off the street and we're not: 

"If you are disobeying the _go~ deep enough." ·. : 
injunction, it's an automatic vSen. Mee Moua, DFL-St. Paul, 
pickup," Lesch said. · who is sponsoiing the .bill in the 

The proposal is similar to Senate, said it's apparent to her 
laws that have beel!- passed in there isn't one solution. :,. , 
Texas and California, where "If there was a magic bullet · 
they have been used in several to address the underlying proq: . 
cities. In San Francisco, the city lems of gangs, I don't think wf 
sought an injunction against the would have to resort to creatiie'. 
Oakdale Mob, a gang that op~r- means to address the symptmn.s, 
ated in and around San Francis- of gang activity," · she said. ~'I 
co's Oakdale housing projects. understand clearly that we're-. 

. A judge decl/lfed a four-block managing the syinptoms, but'. I 
''.safety zone," ¼where · known thl?k thatB better than n,pf . 
gang members' movements are domg anytmng." ' -+ 

@ 
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LETTER 
TO THE 
EDITOR 
What color is the skyin 
your world, Rep. Etntner? · 

/ State Rep. Tom Rukavina gized \vhen the Star Tribune Representative Emmer, 
DFL-Virginia documented the bridge was . your November 6, 2007 col-

structur"lly deficienl; umn failed to address any of 

j RPpn)sPntative - Tom 
· En1mer's response to my con­

cerns c1bout Minnesota's econ-
rnny and transportation fund­

. ing makes me wonder if he 
actually took tim~ to read my 
column. 

Although he rambled on 
with over 600 \Vords of bah-
bling, he failed 
to address a sin­
gle point I 
made in my col-
umn . 

Perhaps an 
easier format is 
what you need, 
Representative 
Emmer. In my 
column I 
claimed: 

- The person not telling the 
truth from the very beginning 
\\.'as Governor Pawlenty, who 
misled ttw world about the 
structural integrity of the I-
35W bridge and never apolo-

© Cop yright 2007 CROOKSTON DAIL Y TIMES 
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Governor rawle1Jtv these factual issues. You and 
ag1~eed to call a special sess1_on Governor Pawlenty are ignor-
to mcrease the gas tax by five ing the issues that matter 
cents, and then reneged on most to all Minnesotans. You 
his promise unless there ,vas and your Republican col­
a corresponding reduction in 
the income tax; 

- Governor Pawlenty has 
done nothing to address the 
rapid deterioration of 
Minnesota's economy and the 
loss of 17,400 jobs; and 

- Only Governor Pawlenty 
can call a spe­
cial session to 
expedite the 
repair of the 
bridge, com­
pensate the 
injured and 
the families 
who lost 
loved ones 
and assure 
the public 

that our roads and bridges are 
safe. 
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leagues have penny pinched 
Minnesota into debt for many 
years to come. Our K-12 edu-
cation funding system is bro­
ken; our roads and bridges 
are structurally deficient; our 
economy is underperforming 
the national economy; and 
our college students are being 
forced deep into debt to pay 
for their college education. 

All you can say is, "No 
New Tuxes", while raising 
every tax imaginable from 
property taxes, to cigarette 
taxes to college tuition. You 
call that leadership? You call 
that the truth? 

Let's stop the back and 
forth on the editorial pages, 
Representative Emmer. Let's 
debate these issues in a public 

co~) 

· ··-·· - __w,,. 
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forum. Call Governor 
Pawlenty, and let's find a time 
when we can debate the 
direction our state is heading. 
To paraphrase · another 
Republican, President 
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Keyword: Thomas Emmer 

Lincoln, when public senti­
ment is on your side, you can­
not fail; without it, you will 
never succeed. Lees get~ 
together and see whose side 
the public is really on. 

Minnesota 
Clipping Service 
A Burrellesluce Company 
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Taxes are important for protecting, developing state 
By Chris Brazelton 
Delano 

As our tears and prayers go 
out to the families and friends 
of those whose lives were sud­
denly and tragically taken in 
the Interstate 35W bridge col­
lapse, the words of our local 
representatives still ring in my 
ears. 

✓ Rep. Tom Emmer and Sen. 
J Amy Koch have been mocking 

the Democratic leadership for 
their efforts to raise ta."< rev­
enue to pay for much-needed 
repairs to our crumbling in­
frastructure. The Democratic 
leadership recognized the hard 
truths that we can't hide our 
collective heads in the sand 
when it comes to raising rev­
enues, only to be shot do,, TI 

by the veto pen of Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty and the veto sustain­
ing votes of the Republican 
minority. 

Our elected officials have 
been giving speeches to cheer­
ing audiences, proud of how 
they have saved us from the 
tax-and-spend liberals in St 
Paul. 

© Copyright 2007 ST. CLOUD TIMES 
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What exactly is it these 
proud consen·atives think they 
are conserving? What kind of 
st.ate do thev want to live in, 
and leave t~ their children and 
grandchildren? 

The Meniam-Webster Dic­
tionary defines leadership as 
having the capacity to lead. It 
goes on to define lead as .. 1 a: 
to guide on a way especially by 
going in advance. b: to direct 
on a course or in a direction ... 
So, we must ask of our leaders, 
where are you taking us? 

I suggest that a good leader 
is one who takes us not where 
we want to go, but where we 
need to go. And, how do we 
know where we need to go? 
Well, folks, that takes vision 
and a bit of courage. 

The Democrats ha,•e been 
much maligned for speaking 
the hard truth. We live in a 
great state and can't afford to 
stand by and watch things fall 
apart. Who knew how quickly 
and tragically that would hit 
home for all ofus? 

It is easy to tell the good 
people of Minnesota not to 
WOIT)~ the state will not raise 

5 of 17 
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your taxes. Hang on to your 
wallets, or those e,il liberals 
\\ill empty them out I work 
hard for my money, too, and 
don't want anyone wasting 
it It is unpopular, especially 
lately, for anyone to suggest 
that we have to pay for what 
we ·want and need. 

I grant you, a balanced ap­
proach is needed. We can't tax 
our economy to death. We also 
can't rebuild our crumbling 
infrastructure and maintain 
competitive educational excel­
lence, research and develop 
alternative energy sources and 
do all the other things we need 
to do without getting creative 
and raising critically needed 
revenue. 

Another inconvenient truth. 
There was a line in the popular 
movie, "A Few Good Men" that 
shouted "You can't handle the 
truth!" I have to ask Wright 
County and the rest of Minne­
sota, can you? 

This is the opinion of Chris Brazel­
ton, who was a 2006 candiJate for 
House District 19B. 

Page 1 of 1 
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Job was done, so why a special session? 

A few weeks ago, Democrat 
leaders of the Minnesota House 
and Senate traveled around the 

J Tom 
Emmer 

state touting their 
most important 
accomplishment of 
the legislative 
session - getting 
done on time. 

Then what's all 
this talk about a 
special session? 

We passed a 
government 
operations bill, we 
passed a public 

safety bill, and we passed a 
transportation package, an 
education bill and a health bill. 
We managed to balance the 
budget for the next two years. The 
general consensus at the end of 
session was that the Legislature 
accomplished everything 
necessary and that no further 
action is required at this time. 

If this is true, why are we 
holding meetings and 
negotiations to discuss a special 
session? 

Perhaps someone should clue 
the rest of the state in on the 
discussions of needs versus 
wants. The Democrats failed to 
deliver on their campaign 
promises, namely education, 
health care and property tax 
relief. This failure was and is their 
own. If the Democrat leadership 
wants a special session, we have 
every right to question the need 
for that session. 

Special sessions are typically 
called to address an emergency or 
to resolve incomplete issues like 
budget bills. 

Is Minnesota facing a state of 
emergency? No. 
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Did we balance the budget and 
pass all appropriation bills that 
.invested our priorities, and kept 
government functioning? Yes. 

By answering those two 
questions, we have resolved the 
need versus want debate. 

I question whether the need for 
a special session might be 
because some people aren't 
happy with the results. 

I readily admit that I am not 
happy with all of the outcomes of 
the session. The mediocre 
education bill does nothing to 
provide the necessary funding or 
reform needed to evolve our 
education system for a 21st 
century economy. There is no 
property tax relief or measures to 
at least control the increasing 
rates. There was no agreed upon 
compromise to a transportation 
funding bill that would benefit all 
of Minnesota. 

Rather than address the 
skyrocketing costs of health care, 
we rolled back welfare reforms, 
took away personal liberties and 
added more government 
mandates. 

But none of this means we need 
a special session. 

If we were not capable of 
addressing the areas of concern 
the Democrats have said they 
want to take up in special session 
during five months of legislative 
hearings, floor sessions and 
conference committees, how do 
we propose to resolve them in one 
day? 

Legislative leaders getting 
behind closed doors to negotiate 
a pre-agreed-upon deal for special 
session is akin to the destruction 
of democracy. We are all elected 
to represent the people in our 
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districts. A few people in a room 
does not a participatory 
government make. If you can't get 
the results through the elected 
body, you should not resort to 
backroom politics. 

The Minnesota Legislature is a 
part-time citizen legislature. It is 
not a full-time occupation, nor 
should it be. We all lose valuable 
perspective when we are confined 
to the halls of the capitol for 
months at a time. We lose an even 
more valuable perspective when 
we elect more full-time legislators 
than real, working citizens. 

And therein lies the crux of the 
problem. 

I encourage those thinking of 
holding a special session to step 
away from the paid lobbyists and 
look beyond the boundaries of 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. There is 
big state out there and the 
citizens of Minnesota just might 
have something to say. · 

The budget is balanced. The 
work is done. We finished on 
time, and in doing so we took a 
great step forward. There is no 
reason to now take two steps 
backward. 

Tom Emmer, R-Delano, is deputy 
minority leader of the Minl'le50ta 
House. 

~;.;. 
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'Divisive' ideas contribute 
to open, healthy debate 
To the Editor: · 

It is not uncommon for an 
individual to be labeled as divi­
sive for taking a stand on a con­
troversial issue. History is rich 
with examples of controversial 
political figures whose bold lead­
ership has served our nation well. 

Take President Lincoln in 
1864. Despite the setbacks 
Union soldiers faced in the war, 
Lincoln decided · to order a new 
draft for half a million men. He 
did so as the Presidential election 
loomed, knowing his decision 
would result in certain political 
defeat. Lincoln's views were so 
divisive his base and the general 
public questioned his leadership. 

Look also to suffragist Alice 
Paul who led a Pennsylvania 
Avenue parade in 1913 to gain the 
vote. Her bold drive to pass a 
federal amendment clashed with 
the more incremental approach 
favored by others, thus dividing 
the woman's suffrage movement. 
The cause for which she fought 
divided public opinion. as well. 

Too often, we see the word 
"divider" used to shame or dis­
credit an individual who holds a 
controversial viewpoint. Tois is 

no more than a fear tactic, 
designed to discourage indivi~u­
als from speaking their minds. 

Such rhetoric provides · no 
incentive for rigorous, open 
debate - the foundation of 
America's political system. It is 
important to remember that indi­
viduals who take a stand are con­
tinuing the great tradition of 
American political discourse. 
Before we guilt people into being 
quiet, we should recognize the 
contribution their viewpoint 
makes towards an end solution. 
Airing a variety of political views 
is a part of the process we use to 
arrive at viable outcomes. 

In this day and age of bipar­
tisan cooperation, we need 
healthier, unfettered debate. Even 
when different views make us 
uncomfortable; we need individu­
als courageous enough to state 
their views respectfully. 

It is not mean spirited to dis­
agree or discuss one's disagree­
ments. In fact. we must do so if 
we are to learn how to get along. 

TomEmmer, / 
House District 19B 
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Water Pact: 'We can lead the way for other states by passi,ng the compact .early.' 
0ntinued fro~?.~~~.!.2. .................. .. ......... ..... ........ : ..... · .. ....... : ............ ~ .... · ...... : .......... .. .............. .. ... · ..... · ... ... ... .... ~ .......... · ......................... ..................... ....... ~.: ................. ..................... .. ... .. ...................... · ............... : ..... .. ..... : ... .. ......... :. · 

"That's the message we are·trying Great L~lrns water 
1

spurred Great It also limits so-called "consump- ei pressed co·nc~rn about the compact . 
to send the Indianas and the Ohios Lakes governors to start getting tive uses" of lake water, whereby in committee and, last Thursday, on 
and the New Yorks and the Michi- t9gether in 2001 to discuss ways to municipalities and/or industries in the House floor.%p . Tom Emmer, R­
gans. We've done it. It's not that hard, ban water diversions. the Great Lakes ·basin take water for · Delano, is worried that Minnesota 
and it's all about protecting a For example, in 1998, Canada pro- their own consumption. communitiesinthebasinwilllosethe 
resource that is critical to ·an of us." . posed shipping Lake Superior water Seven percent of Minnesota's pop- authority to d~al with water-related 

Several legislators are unhappy to Asia via tanker; the proposal didn't ulation, or 150;000 people, reside issues. 
with how they have no control over become reality. . '• within the Lake Superior basin . Emmer criticized a council created 
the co~~t. In the early 1980s, one particularly About 35 million people, or 10 per- by bill that can exercise authority 

But"Sen Ann Rest, DFL-N ew wild proposal from a Wyoming coal · cent of the U.S. population, live with- over water use decisions in the basin: 
Hope, the bill's chief Senate author, is company called for construction of a in the Great Lakes basfo. "It effectively gives up our ability to 
pushing for swift action in the Senate coal slurry pipeline using Lake Supe- Minnesota already prohibits diver- govern our own borders." 1 

on the measure: rior water as a way to deliver coal to · s1oris of water from Lake Superior, 1.--t(ep . Mark Buesgei1S, R-Jordan, 
· "We can lead the way for other the Midwest. said Huntley, who is chairman .of the said legislators shouldn't be told not 

states by passing the compact early That didn't happen, either. Still, Minnesota· delegation to the Great to amend legislation. 
We have a duty to protect the integri- the danger persisted. Lakes Commission.· Minnesota also "Ifwe were simply a rubber stamp, 
tyoftheGreatLakes, which comprise · "The primary thing that precipi- limits consumptive uses to 2 million let's pack our bags, let's go home, 
18 percent of the world's fresh tated (the compact) was threats of gallons per day. That's stricter than turn this into a little monarchy and 
water," said Rest, who has carried the . further diversion of water," said state the com pact's 5 million gallon wash our hands ofit. That's not our 
bill through two Senate committees. vt{ep. To~ Huntley, DFL-Duluth, the .threshold. . duty. That's ·not what we swore to 

Senators could debate the bill on compact's chief author in the House. Huntley said the compact is impor- do," Bue~gens said. 
the floor as soon as this w:eek. In December 2005, the governors tant because other states' decisions Huntley noted, however, that joint 

The agreement, which is c~lled the of Illinois, Indiana; Michigan, Min- · ca·n affect water levels in Lake water agreements aren't new in Min­
Great Lakes-St. Law·rence ·River nesota, New York, Ohio, Pennsylva- Superior. nesofa. For example, the Internation­
Basin Water Resources Compact, nia and Wisconsin, as well as the pre- "I think the big message is there al Joint Commission has handled 
must be approved by each of the eight miers of the Ontario and Quebec, are not going to be any major diver- water issues between the U.S. and 
states without amendment. The D.S. agreed on the exact wording of the · sions of water out of the Great Lakes Canada since 1909. 
Congress and the Canadian provinces compact. basin by the two provinces or the He also noted that the compact 
of Ontario and Quebec must also The compact would ban new diver- eight states. It's just not going to hap- isn't as tough as current Minnesota 
approve the compact. sions of water from the Great Lakes pen," Huntley said. law. "Minnesota is stricter than other 

Eye-raising proposals to withdraw to other places. Some Minnesota legislators have states already," Huntley added. 



trumped the boys. For example, she preempted Seide's staff changes story by having her 
own press conference and putting her story out there first. 

Finally, where does the story go from here? The House Republicans pulled several clever 
punches that could keep the story alive. Under Mason's Rules of Legislative Procedure 
(which kick in when the Minnesota House rules are silent), legislators may call for an 
investigation on matters relating to employment. So that's what House Minority Leader 
Rep. Marty Seifert (R-Marshall)-did, making a motion to have the House Commerce & 
Labor Committee investigate the matter. House Majority Leader Tony Sertich's (DFL­
Chisholm) counter was to refer the motion (a weird and questionable motion) to the 
House Rules Committee. That passed 129-0. Now the question becomes whether the 
House Rules Committee will take up the matter. 
And, earlier this week, House Assistant Minority Leaded Tom Emmer (R-Delano) sent 
Swanson a super- broad Government Data Practices Requestaskiiig for: 

• All office phone records since November 2006 for both Swanson and Hatch; 
• All cell phone records from Swanson and Hatch; 
• All relevant lists of employees; 
• All written documents (including emails) relating to employee terminations and · 

attempts to unionize the AG's office. 
Our understanding is that such a request must be complied with, although the time 
element of when those documents have to be provided is unclear. If that's the case, 
heaven only knows what all those documents might contain. 

The one sure thing is that given the session is a yawner, the media has nothing more 
interesting to do than swarm the Swanson/Hatch saga. 
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Hatch/Swanson Saga 
Thank you Attorney General Lori Swanson, former Attorney· General Mike Hatch and 
AFSCME's Elliot Seide for providing the best political intrigue since the election. 
There's much to contemplate so let's get started. 
First, Hatch's decision to resign from the AG's office is perhaps the best political decision 
that either of them has made since Swanson became the DFL candidate after former DFL 
Rep. Matt Entenza withdrew from the race. Swanson has been hobbled by the 
assumption on the part of most Capitol insiders that Hatch has been calling the shots in 
the office. To your lobbyist publisher who has worked a great deal with Swanson, her 
communications and legislative director Brian Bergson and other attorneys in the office, 
this assumption is flat out false. Swanson has been calling the legislative shots, no 
question about it. Nevertheless, given the force ofHatch's personality, thinking he was 
running the show was a reasonable assumption. 
Hatch's departure allows Swanson to emerge from his shadow to carve out her own 
legacy in the office. And, for those paying close attention, Swanson is off to a great start 
on the same. Significant policy positions from her office are in play and likely to become 
law, including new predatory lending prohibitions, making cyber bullying of children and 
sexual solicitation of children on the Internet crimes, enforcing domestic abuse no contact 
orders, extending military service members' supplementary relief, and prohibiting the 
illegal and or unnecessary distribution of Social Security numbers [that's the issue your 
GOP publisher has been working on for the credit reporting industry]. 
Second, what exactly is all the fuss about staff departures in the first place? Any change 
at the top in a political shop always engenders lots of staff changes. Strikes us that 
AFSME's objections are more about a pi **ing contest between AFSCME's Seide and 
Mike Hatch. Gossip rampant at the Capitol speaks of retribution: Seide is stirring up 
trouble for Swanson and Hatch as payback for what happened to Entenza (the outing of 
his hiring a private investigator to do a number on Hatch). 
On the other hand, perhaps AFSCME really did want to organize the office ( as it has in a 
number of county attorney's offices including Hennepin, Ramsey and St. Louis). 
AFSCME has been losing members, unlike MAPE (the Minnesota Association of 
Professional Employees), which has been gaining membership. Perhaps this is all 
complicated by the perception that Swanson is too close to MAPE, given top aide 
Bergson was MAPE's lobbyist before moving to the AG's office. 
[One interesting sidebar relating to Entenza is that given the DFL blow-out that was the 
2006 election, Entenza probably would have survived the PI scandal and beaten the 
GOP's candidate, former Rep. Jeff Johnson.] 
Third, there's a strange sexism permeating the whole affair. Swanson, of course, is the 
first woman to hold the office. Seide seems to be bullying Swanson; Hatch is assumed to 
have been calling the shots. Swanson is physically diminutive. So much for coming a 
long way, baby. The fun part for women is that Swanson has held her own, and even 
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It is healthy to hold 
controversial viewpoints 

It is not uncommon for an indi­
vidual to be labeled as divisive 
for taking a stand on a ·controver-

© Copyrigh t 2007 ALBERT LEA TRIBUNE 

All Rights Reserved . 

1312-37 

Date : 
Location : 
Circulation (OMA): 
Type (Frequency): 
Page : 
Keyword :· 

Wednesday , February 14, 2007 
ALBERT LEA, MN 
7 ,240 (153) 
Newspaper (D&S) 
4 
Kathy Sheran 

sial issue. History is rich with 
examples of controversial politi­
cal figures whose bold leadership 
has served our nation well. 

Take President Lincoln in 1864. 
Despite the setbacks Union sol­
diers faced in the war, Lincoln 
decided to order a new draft for 
half a million men. He did so as 
the presidential election loomed, 
knowing his decision would result 
in certain political defeat. Lin­
coln's views were so divisive his 
base and the general public ques­
tioned his leadership. 

Look also to suffragist Alice 
Paul who led a Pennsylvania 
Avenue parade in 1913 to gain 
the vote. Her bold drive to pass a 
federal amendment clashed with 
the more incremental approach 
favored by others, thus dividing 
the woman's suffrage movement. 
The cause for which she fought 
divided public opinion, as well. 

Too often, we see the word 
"divider" used to shame or dis­
credit an individual who holds a 
controversial viewpoint. This is 
no more than a fear tactic, 
designed to discourage individu­
als from speaking their minds. 

Such rhetoric provides no incen­
tive for rigorous, open debate -
the foundation of America's politi­
cal system. It is important to 
remember that individuals who 
take a stand are continuing the 
great tradition of American politi­
cal discourse. Before we guilt peo­
ple into being quiet, we should rec­
ognize the contribution their view­
point makes toward an end solu­
tion. Airing a variety of political 
views is a pa.rt of the process we 
use to arrive at viable outcomes. 

In this day and age of biparti­
san cooperation, we need healthi­
er, unfettered debate. Even when 
different views make us uncom­
fortable, we need individuals 
courageous enough to state their 
views respectfully. It is not mean­
spirited to disagree or discuss 
one's disagreements. In fact, we 
must do so if we are to learn how 
to get along. 
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Northland power in St. Paul: 
more than a mere fantasy? 
Keeping score on legislators might be geeky, 
but it provides insights into state power 

N
orthland lawmakers 
finally cracked the top 15 
in Power Rankings this 
legislative session. 

A reason to cheer? 
Maybe. 
The rankings aren't neces­

sarily an indication of jobs well 
done, though at the same, time 
they might be. Quantity doesn't 
always equal quality in St. Paul. 
And the rankings are part ofa 
game called Fantasy Legisla­
ture, a takeoff on fantasy sports 
leagues. Rather than drafting 
big-league baseball players and 
football players and earning 
points for home nms, touch­
downs or other achievements of 
the real athletes, "managers" in 
Minnesota's Fantasy Legisla­
hrre draft state senators and 
representatives and then rack 
up points for bills authored and 
additional points as those bills 
work their way through the leg-

, islative process. · 
/ Rep. Tom Huntley of Duluth 

ranked No. 12 yesterday with 
1,670 points. Sen. Yvonne Pret-

,/ tner Solon, also of Duluth, 
ranked No. 13 with 1,654 points. 
That's after no Northland law­
maker was able to crack the 
top 15 as of mid-January. 

While the rankings may or 
may not reflect power and 
influence in St. Paul, they do 
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provide some interesting 
insights. With the DFL in 
power, it makes sense that 37 of 
the 40 most-active lawmakers 
areDFLers. 

. 1 But how do you explain 
/ Republican Rep. Jim Abeler of 

Anoka? He's an advocate for 
education and health-care 
issues, sure. But how did he 
manage to grab the top spot in 
the Power Rankings with 3,483 
points? After him, there~s not 
another Republican until No. 18. 

"He's pretty bipartisan," Dar­
rin Lee, a legislative assistant for 
Abeler, told the News Tribune 
editorial page yesterday. "He 
authors a lot of bills, and he's 
willing to work across the aisle." 

Does that mean Minnesota 
House Deputy Republican 
Minority Leader - or "second 
in charge of those no longer in 
charge," as he referred to him­
self in December - Tom 
Emmer of Delano isn't willing 
to work across the aisle? He 
ranks last on the list with 96 
points. "It's going to be tough. a 
real challenge," working with 
Democrats in charge, Emmer 
told the News Tribune editorial 
page in December. Apparently. 

So is all of this just a harm­
less pastune or a new age of 
civic participation? While the 
notion of drafting teams of leg-
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islators for the purpose of scor­
ing points may actually be 
geekier than drafting big-league 
ballplayers for the same pur­
pose, it isn't hurting anyone. 
And in addition to the curiosity 
prompted by the statistics, the 
level of public scrutiny applied 
to lawmakers could lead to 
additional accountability. 

So enough reason to cheer? 
Sure, why not. 
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State smoking ban: A dangerous constitutional precedent 
BY TOM EMMER 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE 

ST. PAUL - I don't smoke. I don't 
like smoke. But my distaste for the 
habit doesn't give me cause to have the 
state manage individual rights. The 
new junta of Democratic legislative 
leaders has declared a statewide smok­
ing ban as the top priority on their thin 
agenda for the upcoming legislative 
session. 'That baffles me. How property 
taxes. education reform. health care 
reform and funding for roads and 
bridges do not top that list of priorities 
is in a wonL outrageous! Apparently 
the promises made during the recent 
campaigns have served the intended 
purpose and can now be forgotten. A 
statewide smoking ban in Minnesota 
is a dangerous constitutional prece­
dent. If the new regime wants the ban 
to pass. it very likely will pass. But we 
should at least call it what it is as we 
plummet further into the nanny-state 
formerly known as Minnesota. 

America was founded on principals 
of freedom and the right of the indi­
vidual to self-determine. Every citizen 
has the inalienable right to life. liberty 
and property; "We find these truths to 
be self-evident ... ·~ I for one believe that 
"inalienable .. means something. 

As a "free" society, the laws we enact 
must neces.sarily be directed towards 
protection of individual freedoms. The 
freedom to improve one's self. the free.. 
dom to obtain and hold propertY, the 
freedom of belief, the freedom of 
expression, the freedom of association, 
etc. Our laws must protect the individ­
ual's rights within the commnnity A 
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tension exists. however, between the 
individual right to self-detennine and 
our bureaucratic predisposition to con­
trol everything and everyone. Simply 
stated. we all want the freedom to make 
decisions about our personal liberties 
but some of us also want to make these 
decisions for our fellow citizens. Why? 
Is it because we know better? Is it 
because we believe only the uneducated 
would disagree with our enlightened 
position? Arc we convinced that we 
must intervene with laws to save those 
who cannot or will not Wlderstand? 

We are all concerned with he.alth. In 
fact. we are all responsible for making 
healthy choires. The first Jaw on the DFL 
legislative agenda is a statewide smok­
ing ban. The real is.sue is much 1arge:c 
The real isrue is how far we are willing 
to let government rules erode the very 
fotmdation of our freedom. Enacting 
social engineering into law is dangerous. 
Smoking sits squarely within the 
CTOSfillairs of our society's all-knowing 
social engineers. well-intentioned but 
misguided folks who feel the need to help 
us because we can't help_ ourselves. 

What will stop the regulatory engi­
neers from focusing their sights on the 
freedom to consume certain foods they 
consider "unhealthy foods"? What will 
stop them from outlawing certain 
expressions. like no one should be 
forced to sit in a public place next to 
someone spouting profanity or praying 
aloud? What will stop them from deter­
mining who can own and hold certain 
property like a farmer's right to decide 
how and what to farm? What will stop 
them from legislating who we can asso-
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ciate with by restricting procreation 
based on genetics? Ask ymrrself. what 
will stop them from legislating our reli­
gtous freedoms? If they decide that 
Islam promotes violence and mistreat­
ment of women and therefore must not 
be tolerated, will that be imposed on us 
from above as well? What are the limits 
on our growing "nanny-state"? · 

I expect those who want to dictate our 
freedoms will cry out that the smoking 
ban is altogether different from the 
examples offered. Second hand smoke 
obviously affects workers in bars and 
restaurants. Of course no one wants to 
suggest that employment is voluntary. 
Evidence of the negative health impact 
of secondhand smoke has been pre­
sented as indisputable. If this is such an 
indisputable truth, then why does the 
federal government rate secondhand 
smoke below cell phones as a carcino­
gen? Why have we, as a responsible 
society not simply outlawed tobacco in 
all its forms? If second hand smoke is 
as dangerous as the social engineers 
claim, then why are we willing to allow 
children in private homes to continue 
to be exposed to this scourge? 

I realize that this train may already 
be out of the station and that it seems to 
be picking up steam as we roll down the 
tracks toward the upcoming legislative 
session. I only ask that before we set 
this course ~e consider the impact on 
not only the many businesses that will 
be hurt. but also the dangerous prece­
dent we set for the future of liberty. 

Tom Emmer, R-Delano, is the Min­
nesota House minority leader. 
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Flurtyof 
tax credits: 
Enjoy now, 
pay later? 
• Minnesotans could get ~oris 
back if the credits pass-but it 
would cost millions in spending, too .. 

STAR TRIBUNE MAR : 18 '07 
By PATRICIA LOPEZ• plopez@startribune.com 

◄ TAXES F~\M Al // 
. ~ Not a means for spending 

But House Taxes Chair- What's not always clear, 
✓woman Ann Lenczewski, DFL- said House Majority Leader 

Bloomington, takes a dim view ITony Sertich, ·nFL-Chisolm, • 
of what she considers a disturb- is that as enticing as tax cred-

. ing trend. "It's a back-door way its may seem, "It's all spend­
ofspending money, and inmost ing. That sounds counterintu­
cases, it's not a good thing," she itive, but it is.''. 
said "It's bad tax policy." That's because the state rev-

The · credits, she warned, al- ~nue forecast has already pro­
so would add "pages and pag- Jected 1?e amount of money.the 
es" to the Minnesota income state will get from taxes. When 

1 

tax form if passed and could a tax credit or exemption low­
undermine Minnesotans' sense ers that amount, the state must 
of fairness in the tax system if count it as spending. ' 
they saw a flurry of givebacks Sertich would not handicap 
to certain groups. any of the proposed tax cred-

. its' chances for passage, saying 
High price tag onlithat House leadership will 

Some of the credits are quite let ~e taxes committee decide 
large: $123 million or more a which oi:i.es make the cut. 
year for classroom vol~teers · A tough-minded, fiscal 

1;'here's more than one way to spend $24 million for volunteer fire~ moderate, Lenczweski said she 
money at the Capitol. Now an array of fighters and ambulance driv- plans to set the bar high. 
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dollars worth - are being introduced businesses purchase new tech- turn the tax committee into I m 
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thing from the cost~ of telecommuting ,teer pr:oposal yielded this wise- mittee," she said. "There's a· lot i ~ 
to family museum membe~shi~s. ~ v era~ from Rep. Ron • Erhardt, of pent-up desire here on both j 

0 = ~ ..... g. % 0 § ~ :J-'g ~ 
• Whether you restore a }µstone house., R-Edina: "What's the vQ).un- . sides and not a lot of money. I · 
.. adopt a child, plant a tree, volunteer in ai teer part, then?" . · . get that. But this is not the way 

classroom. start a small business or applY! Butlegislators on both sides we're going to do spending." 
. for U.S. citizenship, legislators are propos:::;l defend the tax- · And that includes even 
ing a tax credit for you. Of the nearly 6,l credit practice r: Gov. Tim Paw~~nty's pro.pos-
proposals so far - and more are on thi even as they con- al to exempt military pensions 
way-just the major ones would cost 'th'.~ cede it lias flaws. from the state income tax - a 
state $500 millio:Q. in 2_008-09 - half_theJ . "The trucking in- move ~at wo~d cost the state 
amount of revenue ayailable for spending;! dustry would like $78 million dunng the 2008-09 

DFLers and_Republicans alike are izj.l to be greener and bu~getperiod. 
on the tax credit frenzy. Even House Mi-I Hortman reduce their emis- If we want to appropriate 

Jnority Leader Marty S~if~rt, 1:t-Marshal.l' ; . . sions," said Rep. j . mor1;~Y to help ve~e.r~s, that's 
who once proposed eliminating Sunday v Melissa Hortman, DFL-Brook- ! fine, Lenczweski said. "Let 
breakfast for prisoners to save mon- . lyn Park, sponsor of a tax cred- · it compete with all the ·other 
ey, has a tax credit in the hopper. He's it that woµld help truckers buy , spending; but don't change the . 
!earned up with Assistant Senate Major- equipment · to reduce idling ! tax code to do it." . 

Jity Leader T¥IY1 Clark, DFL-St. Cloud, pollutants. "They're asking for · Clark, _of St. Cloud, said the 
for a $1.7 million annual adoption credit. a little help." Senate will be far pickier about . e ·While a tax credit might not ; which tax credits it passes. The 
TaJCes continues: Credits, ded · ons - .· be the best way, she said, "I'll be Senate tax committee, she said, 
ways popular among ~egislator : ' fighting for it." · 

j So, too, · will Rep. · Kurt · 
Zellers, R-Maple Grove, push 
his provision to exempt pub­
lic employee and teacher pen­
sions from state income taxes. 
That deduction alone would 
reduce the state's revenue by 
$67 million in 2009 and about 
$70 million per year after that. 

Hortman said some of the 
proposals may border o:u' the 
improbable, but no more. so 
than in previous years. 

"I would say there were just 
as many nutball bills when the 
Republicans were in .controi," 
she said . . 

« THERE'S A LOT OF 

PENT-UP DESIRE HERE 

ON BOTH SIDES AND 

NOT A LOT OF MONEY.}) 

Ann Lenczweski,House Taxes 
chairwo•man . 
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.....;}I REP. TOMjM,M_ER, 
- R-DELANO • . . · 

"We here in St. Paul are going to start 
to tell the rank-and-file citizens what 
they can and can't do with their own 
property. . ; . This country is based on 
freedom, and with freedom comes per­
sonal responsibility." 

. _
11
_-CHARLIE BRANNON, 
RESTAURANT OWNER 

"We want .compromise and we want 
one that is level across the state. : .. You 
have two very excitable groups .... You 
have to find common ground to make · 

· this work." 

~BONNIE ROSE MINTZ, 
\:)I HELPED CANCER .PATIENTS 

"Once you have seen and talked . with 
cancer patients who have never 
smoked, your heart goes · out to them. 
tve become friends with .some of those 
· cancer patients." 

~REP. D~_~!,Y,mON, ✓ 
0,R-SAU ~PIDS . . 

"The most important thing is 20 per­
cent smoke, 80 percent don't. That 80 
percent has to have a voice in this per­
sonal rights issue, as well .... 'You don't 
have a right to hit me in the nose." 

(0~) 



+Two sides, four views 
on the smoking ban 

BY RACHELE. 
STASSEN-BERGER 

Pioneer Press 

SMOKING BAN 
SUPPORTERS 

REP. DAN SEVERSO_N 

Rep. Dan Severson doesn't fit 
the stereotype of a lawmak­

er pushing a statewide smoking 
ban. 

He's a conservative, Republi­
can, family values type of guy. 

But Severson, who sponsored 
the unsuccessful 2005 attempt to 
constitutionally ban gay mar­
riage, was in the House hearing 
room as one of the sponsors of a 
ban on smoking in all restau­
rants and bars statewide. 

The retired Navy pilot from 
Sauk Rapids says folks have 
challenged him to square his 
Republican support for personal 
rights with his support for the 
ban. He thinks it squares just 
fine. 

"The most important thing is 
20 percent smoke, 80 percent 
don't. That 80 percent has to 
have a voice in this personal 
rights issue, as well," he said 
recently. "I guess if there was a 
PSRD, which is a Personal 
Smoke Retention Device, some­
thing that you could actually 
keep within the confines of the 
individual, I'd buy into the 
whole process of allowing peo­
ple to smoke in public places or 
airplanes or anyplace. . .. Right 
now, we have that air infringing 
upon us without our s.ay-so." 

And, he says, keeping fami­
lies free from secondhand 
smoke is one way to show how 
you value them. 

On Thursday, he talked of 
Minnesotans' right not to be 
"assailed by secondhand 
smoke." 

"You don't have a right to hit 
me in the nose," Severson said. 

BONNIE ROSE MINTZ 

Bonnie Rose Mintz got a little 
emotional Thursday when 

talking about her support for a 
statewide smoking ban. 

"Once you have seen and 
talked with cancer patients who 
have never smoked, your heart 
goes out to them," said Mintz, 
who worked in Shakopee's St. 
Francis Regional Medical Cen­
ter for more than 20 years. "I've 
become friends with some of 
those cancer patients." 

Cancer took on an extra per­
sonal anguish for Mintz in 2005. 
That year, she added two close 
friends to the list of people she 
knew who died of cancer. 

One of her friends was an ex­
smoker and had worked in a 
restaurant around smokers. 
Mintz believes her friend's expo­
sure to secondhand smoke con­
tributed to her illness. 

The state must do what it can 
to prevent more cancer patients 
filling hospitals, she said. 

"It needs to be addressed 
and it needs to be addressed 
quickly," Mintz said. 

When even France is ban­
ning smoking, Mintz told House 
members and a packed commit~ 
tee room Thursday, it is clearly 
time to act. 

Minnesota has made major 
changes on smoking before, 
said the 65-year-old Mintz. 

"I can recall when patients 
were smoking in their rooms in 
hospitals," she said. 

WHAT'S NEXT f,OR THE 
I SMOKING BAN? 

Thursday's House com".'. 
mittee vote was the firstof 
several the statewide smok­
ing han will have to stJrvive 
be.fore it could become lavii. 

The House measure Will 
move oh to the House 
Commerce Committee for a 
vote. It may also have to 
travel through other com­
mittees. Then the full House 
must approve it. 

Meanwhile, an identical 
Senate measure must 
wend its way through com­
mittees and receive full.Sen­
ate approval: 
Any differences between ·. 
the House and Senate ver~ 
sions would have to be rec­
onciled and voted upon. 
Gov. Tim Pawlenty has said 
he woul9 sign a statewide 
smoking ban into law: 

If the current version is 
signed into law, the ban 
would take effect Aug. 1 .. 

SMOKING BAN 
OPPONENTS 

CHARLIE BRANNON 

rr,he owner of Crown Restau­
J. rant and Lounge in Rochester 

is working toward moderation 
Charlie Brannon, who has 

been in the restaurant business 
for more than. 30 years, might 
wish it weren't so, but he 
believes a statewide smoking 
ban will be coming his way. 

''We want compromise and 
we want one that is level across 
the state," said Brannon. He has 
some experience on compro­
mise - he's been dealing with a 
smoking ban in restaurants but 
not bars in Olmsted County for 
about five years. 

So, he separated Crown's eat­
ing area from its bar and spent 
$10,000 on a ventilation system. 

"What we currently have in 
Olmsted County is working fine. 
It is very fair," he said. 

But his happy medium won't 
last. The Olmsted County Board 
voted in late January to extend 
the county smoking ban to bars. 

That'll be bad for business, 
he said, and might make some 
customers leave the county to 
smoke and drink. So he hopes to 
work with the state to get a Min­
nesota ban that will allow folks 
to continue to smoke and drink 
in I?ars and supersede the more 
extensive local ban. 

"Something has got to hap­
pen and it is better to work with 

1 

them than turn your back on 
them," said Brannon, who testi­
fied at the House smoking ban 
hearing Thursday. 

He knows others are much 
more extreme in their views on 
smoking. 

"You have two very excitable 
groups," he said. There are the 
people who detest smoking for 
health reasons and people who 
think any ban is unfair govern­
ment interference in a legal act. 
He hopes calmer heads prevail. 

"You have to find common 
ground to make this work," said 
Brannon. 

REP. TOM EMMER 

Rep. Tom Emmer said those 
who support a statewide 

smoking ban border on intellec­
tual dishonesty. 

"Why wouldn't you just out­
law tobacco products entirely," 
the Republican from Delano 
asked supporters. A House 
member did make such a pro- · 
posal Thursday but it was wide­
ly rejected. 

Emmer said, in general, state 
lawmakers should work toward 
fewer government regulations 
-not more. 

"We here in St. Paul are 
going to start to tell the rank­
and-file citizens what they can 
and can't do with their own 
property. I think we should 
probably have a bill that outlaws 
running with scissors because 
that is a dangerous activity. It's 
a health risk," Emmer told his 
House colleagues. "This country 
is based on freedom, and with 
freedom comes personal 
responsibility." 

Emmer is a friend of Rep. 
Dan Severson's, a key sponsor 
of the smoking ban, but believes 
that Severson and other ban 
supporters are just plain wrong, 
and that lawmakers who sup­
port the ban are overstepping 
their proper bounds. 

"There are people in this 
state that want a place to 
smoke. We may not agree with 
it. We may not like it but that's 
what they want," said Emmer, 
who describes himself as a con­
stitutional Republican. ''Here 
we are in St. Paul becoming the· 
social engineers that are going I 

to set the norms for their : 
behavior. Frankly, that's not 
what this country was based 
on." 
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House committee hacks smoking ban 
POLITICS: The proposed 
ban passes the Health 
and Human Services 
Committee on a 12-6 vote. 

after Thursday's vote. Prairie. Otremba wanted to 
Huntley emphasized that require bar and restaurant 

his bill would make bars, owners to install better air­
restaurants and clubs safer for hand! ing equipment to get rid 
workers. of smoke; banning smoking, 

"My No. 1 concern is the she said, would doom many 
worker-protection part of this businesses. 

DON DAVIS bill," he said. "One person at a time will 
STATECAPITOLBUREAU Smoki_ng would ~ot be be displaced," Otremba, _the 

allowed m most busmesses, only Democrat to vote agamst 
ST. PAUL - Opponents of including vehicles used for the ban, said to a hushed and 

a smoking ban charged sup. work. Tribal casinos are not packed committee room. 
porters were "social eng!- included. ..There will be family restau­
neers" who would hurt bus1- The business owner and rants closing .... It will be a 
nesses - especially small, the smoker both would be tremendous loss to that fami­
rural ones - but backers of a fined if someone lights up, but ly." 
ban prevailed Thursday in the the owner would face a stiller An air-handling engineer, 
first legislative debate on the penalty. Mark Wernimont, and bar 
subject this year. Forty percent of the state owners told committee mem-

After more than two hours already has enacted local hers that smoke can be 
of testimony and debate. the smoking bans. This year's leg- removed from the air to pre­
ban passed the Minnesota islative debate follows failed vent it being a danger. 
House Health and Human Ser- previous efforts, but a DFlr . But the Mayo Clinic's Dr. 
vices Committee on a surpris- controlled House is expected Richard Hurt, one of the lead­
ing],y easy 12-6 vote. The bill to look more favorably on the ing anti-smoking experts in 
would ban smoking in busi- ban than the GOP-controlled the country, said it would take 
nesses such as bars and House of the past eight years. suction as powerful as a torna­
restaurants - including pri- Gov. Tim Pawlenty supports a do to rid a room of smoke 
vate clubs - much like it ban. before it presented a danger. 
already is banned in public At least one ban opponent "This is a proposal that is 
buildings. admitted he was fighting a lost / all about social engineering," 

The proposal is as far as cause, and offered committee Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, 
supporters think they can go members options to make it said. 
now. less offensive to bar and He sarcastically added that 

"I would love to change the restaurant owners. the state also should outlaw 
world and get rid of tobacco Steven Watson of the Min- running with scissors. 

1 
altogether," bill author Rep. 1:esota Restaurant _Associa- .. This country is built on 

✓ Tom Huntley, DFL-Duluth, tion suggested, for mstance, freedom, and with freedom 
said. "This is a step along the that smokers sho~d be the comes personal responsibili-
way ." . . ones fmed, not b~smess own- ty," Emmer said. 

The bill still must go ers. He also said the state Sue Jeffers, a Minneapolis 
through a number of House should offer businesses affect- bar owner and 2006 governor 
and Senate committees, with ed by the ban a tax break to candidate, said the dangers of 
one of its toughest challenges make up for an expected loss secondhand smoke are 
coming in the House Com• ofrevenue. overblown. "Secondhand 
merce Committee on its next The committee turned ba_ck smoke is not mustard gas," 
stop. ~ att~mpts to amend the bill, she said. 

"We did a little better than mcludmg one by Rep. Mary 
we thought," . Huntley said ✓ Ellen Otremba, DFL-Long 

But doctors, workers and 
other ban supporters said it is 
a real danger. And Huntley 
said 6,000 Minnesotans die 
because of secondhand smoke 
each year. . 

Rural Minnesota could be 
the worst hit by a ban, many 
lawmakers and witnesses 

i id. 
Rep. Neva Walker, a DFLer 

who serves an inner-city area 
of Minneapolis, said rural 
bars cannot afford a ban. Still, 
she voted for it. 

Others said the law needs 
to allow smoking in bars and 
restaurants located near other 
states that allow smoking, or 
Minnesota businesses will 
close. 

"Buildings and organiza• 
tions adjoining neighboring 
states will experience a disas­
ter like we did," predicted 
Dick Kolb, whose Osseo­
Maple Grove American 
Legion club lost business 
when a local smoking ban 
began. 

DON DAVIS works for Forum 
Communications Co., which 
owns the News Tribune. 
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ABC Minnesota finds friend in Rep. Tom Emme,' 
Former construction worker plans to offer 
'business-friendly amendments' to bills 
thatothers might deem anti-business. 

BY BRIAN JOHNSON 
Dolan Media ·N ewswires 

With the curre·nt makeup of the 
DFL-controlled state Legislature, 

the Associated Builders and Contrac­
tors of Minnesota and others who rep­
resent merit shop construction don't 
have as many friendly ears at the Capi­
tol as they have in previous years. 

Rep . Tom Emmer is a notable 
exception. 

Emmer, a rising Republican star 
from Delano, chatted briefly with a 
delegation from ABC Minnesota dur­
ing the March 14 Business Day at the· 
Capitol. 

Emmer told the open shop contrac­
tors that unions aren't inherently 
bad, but he said he fears what might 
happen if the unions' power-or any­
one's power, for that matter-is left 
unchecked and unchallenged at the 
Capitol. 

. A polished and highly persuasive 
speaker, Emmer said he aims to off er 
"business-friendly amendments" to 
bills that may be construed as anti­
business. But he conceded it may be 
an uphill climb. 

"They've got the votes," he said, 
ref erring to lawmakers who are more 
symp·athetic to unions than to 
businesses. 

Emmer is no stranger to the con­
struction business. 

He grew up in a family that owned 
a lumber company. In his early ·20s, 
before earning his law degree, 
Emmer worked as a construction 
laborer. 

He now defends contractors· 
against construction claims as part of 
·his law practice. 

Emmer got the itch for politics by 
serving on two city councils before 
being persuaded to run for the 
Legislature. 

During his initial campaign for the 
state House, he told the ABC.group, a 
supporter warned him that state poli­
tics might be a lesson in frustration 
for someone who likes to get things 
done. 

He soon learned that lesson for 
himself. 

"Things in St. Paul move like a 
super-tanker· turning at sea," 
explained Emmer, who was first elect­
ed in 2004. 

Still, he seems to enjoy hanging.out 
at the Capitol. 

During his talk to the contractors, 
a group of Edina middle school stu­
dents filed into the room for a sched­
uled appearance with their legislator, 
Rep. Ron Erhardt. 

Emmer gave Erhardt a little 
friendly grief before turning ·his 
attention to the students. 

He instantly developed a rapport 
with the students by asking' them 
about something they have a passion 
for - high school hockey. The exact 
quote was, "Why didn't Edina win the 
state tournament?" · 

It got the kids going and woke them 
up for what might otherwise have 
been a mundane civics lesson. 

Emmer's meeting with the ABC 
group was a prelude to Gov. Tim Paw­
lenty's keynote address at the busi­
ness event, which included represen­
tatives from the Minnesota Chamber 
of Commerce and myriad other busi­
ness groups. 

Pawlenty reiterated pis stance 
against new taxes and excessive 
spending. Noting that the state 

Rep. Tom Emmer of Delano 

... . 

recently dug its way out of a budget 
deficit, he said a new spending spree 
would be like going to an all-you-can­
eat buffet after graduating from 

- Weight Watchers. 
The line got lots of laughs, but 

Emmer also made a good impression. 
"Few legislators are able to simply 

take over an issue the way he is," 
noted Phil Raines, legislative director 
for Minnesota ABC. 'He's not afraid 
of controversy. He has a lawyer's 
intellect with an everyperson's com­
mon sense." 

This story previously appeared in 
Finance and Commerce, Minneapo­
lis, another Dolan Media publica­
tion . 
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MARTY SEIFERT 

/ · · · Handoutphoto 
W'known as. a rabble-rouser, Marty Seifert, R-Mar­

shall, also touts his record of work with DFLers. 

Feisty Republican, 
prepares finesse 

In his role as a semiofficial rabble-rous- · 
ei: in recent years, Rep. Marty Seifert 
grabbed attention-pushing ideas that of- · 

ten made waves, if not always law. 
Therewas the time he wanted to deny pris- · 

on inmates.,dessert to save tl:l.e state money. 
The proposal died after ~ analysis showed· · 
it would cost more to provide different food · 
to meet daily calorie requirements. · , 

Last year he pushed for a law requiring rec­
itation of the pledge of allegiance in English . • · 
·- a reaction to a flap over a class reciting it in 
Spanish. The idea, introduced late in the ses-
sion, went _nowhere. , · 

Seifert now becomes minority leader, and. 
legislators will soon lea;rn how he adjusts to ·a 
role that requires finesse as well as fight. 

The Marshall Republican says some of his 
more colorful proposals may have obscured 
a solid record of obtaining DFL support for 
bills dealing with finance and government. 

"I crafted bills that ... included a lot of pro­
visions that DFLers wanted," he said. 

· ADFLer who served on the State Govern­
ment Finance Committee with Seifert said 

· Republicans made a good choice. 
. "He's smart, sharp, has a good sense of 

phrasing ... thinks well on his feet," said Rep. 
. ~yllis Kahn of Minneapolis. 

But Seifert's proposal requiring the pledge 
· in English was seen by some groups as ex­
ploitative. "It's a minor thing that's be~g 
played up politically," said Laurie Trousil, a 

· manager of the Multicultural Development 
Center in the Twin Cities. 

Replied Seifert: "We introduce: bills to 
. send a message sometimes, not necessarily 
because they should pass." 

Still, one social measure he ·proposed --:-­
prohibiting demonstrators from disrupting 
funerals :___ passed with overwhelming bi- .. 
partisan support. 

Seifert has called himself a "moderate con­
servative" and promises to bring a sense of 

· humor to his role. · 
He noted that his proposal to deny prison~ 

· ers desserts was moderate compared with a 
proposal from the new deputy minority lead­

. ~ Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, to require . 
castration of some· sex offenders. · 

"Tom wanted to take away more than des­
. sert," Seifert said. 

PATDOYLE 
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DAVE SEN.JEM 

_/' · Handout photo . · 
li!'!Jave Senjem, R-Rochester, calls his career"an ex­

tension of service on the Rochester City Council." 

Guided by a faith 
in public service 

It's become kind of a :r;unning joke around · 
the Capitol: When Rochester Republican : 
Dave Senjem was elected Senate niinori- · 

.ty leader by his caucus, no one was more sur- . 
prised than.Dave Senjem. · .· 

·. Physically imJ>osing at 6 feet and 290 · 
pounds, Senjem, just starting his second 
Senate term, nevertheless · conveys. a modest · 
and moderate temperament. Hardly the ste---· .. 
reotypical firebrand voice of a _minority patty,_·. · 
he may look like a lumberjack, but he speaks : 
with the <;autlous tone of a hospital adminis-· ·· 
trator, which is what he is. . 

He is prone to folksy .outbursts such as, 
"_Oh, my gracious." . . -. . . 
. Senjem's father was . a small-town; mayor.· . 

. His great-great grandfather served in the Leg- · . 
isla~e. Senjem served on the Rochester City · 
Council for 10 years, an experience thatlefthim : 
believing in the·value of service and coopera- ·: 
tion, a faith that has continued in the Senate. 

''You do it [public service] long enough and 
hopefully you start believing in it. It becomes · 
part of your fabric," the 64-year-old Senjem said : · 
''I didn't run for office for any great big Repub­
lican reason. It's kind of an extension of service 
on the Rochester City Council, a bipartisan are- ··· 
na, working to build a better community." .. 

· As Senate minority leader, Senjem's job will . 
be to corral his caucus on key issl,les but also , 

. to act as negotiator with the DFL majority. He ·.· 
said voters showedinNovemberthatthey have 
little appetite for past partisan bickering. 

Senjem likes to joke that he can also count, 
and the 44 DFLers in ¢.e·Senate compared . 
with the 23 Republicans suggest a diplomatic 
approach may be needed to get points across 
and reach a compromise. 

"We need to find agreements. We cancer- · 
tainly find our differences, but you leave it at 
the table. You leave it in the chamber,"· he said. 

"We're getting pretty good at this; we've I 

been a minority since 1972," Senjem said "Our , 
job is to challenge the views of the majority, ' 
and we'll do that. That's why they ·built the · 
building. Where good debates should occur." 

RetiredDFL Sen. WesSkoglund said he be- · ·• 
came a friend.of Senjem's and believes Sen- · 
jem's interest in "getting things done" will :· 
help in dealing with Majority Leader Larry . · 
Pogemiiler, often describe·d as combative. 

"Dave is a person who is easy to work with . .. : 
Larry will be more easy to work with because · 
of that," Skoglund said. 

MARK BRUNSWICK 
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MARGARET ANDERSON KELLIHER 

/ TOM SWEENEY• tsweeney@startribune.com 

._r Margaret Anderson Kelliher, DFL-Minneapolis,' 
was raised on a southern Minnesota farm. 

She's in position 
to bridge divides 

As the new speaker of the Minnesota 
House, Margaret Anderson Kelliher 
begins a balancing act on politics and· 

policy. 
She will push for .property tax relief that 

could ease the pressure on schools, cities 
and individual taxpayers. She expects it can 
be done. without raising taxes on income or 
sales but instead tapping a healthy budget 
surplus. . 

Kelliher, DFL-Minneapolis, also could be­
come the pivotal player in negotiations with 
Gov. Tim Pawlenty, perhaps crafting deals 
between the Republican governor and his 
chief antagonist, incoming Senate Majority 
Leader ,Larry Pogemiller, another Minneap­
olis DFLer. 

"Whoever h.appened to be the House 
speaker ... would probably be. somewhat 
the bridge between the governor an·d Sena­
tor Pogemiller," said outgoing Speaker Steve 

r5viggum, R-Kenyon. . 
Calling Kelliher a "kind and gracious per­

son,". Sviggum nevertheless said she has "a 
very liberal bent to her, which comes from rep­

. resenting the liberal part of Minneapolis." 
That's a hat Kelliher.won't wear. She re­

jects it with a reference to her upbringing on 
a southern Minnesota farm, roots she often 
cites as a geographical metaphor for her po­
litical philosophy. 

"I am a mix of my rural upbringing and the 
urban district I representand I think that cre­
ates a situation that brings a lot of balanced 
perspective to how I will lead," she said. 

Kelliher, 38, has established herself as an 
expert on the state budget and a proponent 
of public subsidies for Minneapolis proj­
ects such as the new Guthrie Theater and 
the ,planned Minnesota Twins stadium. She 
pledges "fiscal moderation" when it comes to 
state spending, noting that philosophy is fa­
vored by DFLers from swing districts in the 
suburbs and outstate. 

It's unclear just how much common 
ground she'll find with Pawlenty. She has fa­
vored increasing the gas tax for transporta­
tion, a measure the governor has vetoed. l?ut 
this year DFLers are within reach of gathering 
enough Republican votes to override him. 

"We want to work .with the governor to 
get a bill the governor could be able to sign," 
Kelliher said. "It's yet to be written whether 
that's possible or not." 

PATDOYLE 

LARRY POGEMILLER 

✓- TOM SWEENEY• tsweeney@startribune.com 

VLarry Pogemiller, DFL-Minneapolis, says he will 
"encourage more collaboration,l~ss partisanship." 

·Senate wild card 
shuffles up roles 

Larry Pogemiller pledges to maintain a 
low profile as t.•he DFL Senate majori­
ty leader .. Rather than being the face <;>f 

the caucus in front of the TV cameras, a role 
the leader traditionally assun;ies, Pogemiller 
says he will remain behind the scenes during 
a legislative session that promises; at least in 
the days before it begins, to bring with it more 
civility and bipartisanship. 

. Poge~er, 55, who was first elected to the 
House in 1980 and then the Senate in 1982, is 
emerging as the wild-card personality among 
the key legislative leaders and GOP Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty. 

Pogemiller's alleged obstinacy as chairman 
of the Senate Taxes Cominitt:ee was blamed 
by some for contributing to recent legislative 
gridlock that included a partial government 
shutdown in 2005. After accepting the lead­
ership role in his caucus, though, he pledged 
to cooperate with Pawlenty and the House, 

.. now also controlled by DFLers. 
"My role then was supposed to be a change 

agent, to knock down doors and get some­
thing done. My role now is differe~t. It's to 
encourage more collaboration, less partisan­
ship. The Senate has 67 members, and each 
one has something to say. My job ... is to make 
that happen," he said. 

Former Senate Minority Leadet-f>ick Day, 
who was !mown for his own brand of pugna- · 
ciousness, said he respects Pogemiller's futel­
lect and thinks it might be a good idea for the 
nner to position himself in a less visible role. 

"Larry i~ a little more cantankerous. He 
says what he thinks. He's a little more con­
trolling," Day said: "If there is kind of a flaw, 
he can get pretty feisty and temperamental. 
It might do him well to let somebody else an­
swer the questions." 

Pogemiller's supporters suggest his repu­
tation is undeserved. Much of the criticism 
ab,;mt his intransigence has emerged from his 
work in conference committees, where the 
goal was to get the most out of the negotia­
tions. His role a~ a Senate majority leader re­
quires different skills, said former Sen. Wes 
Skoglund, a fellow Minneapolis DFLer who 
regards Pogemiller as a friend~ 

"Larry is really smart. Is he going to be able 
to accept decisions from people· who are as 
smart, or maybe less smart, than he is? Smart 
people adapt. My guess is that he'll adapt," 
Skoglund said. 

MARK BRUNSWICK 
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·· statewide 
smoking ban 
expected in 

a few months 
Local limits have built support, 

pressure in the Legislature 
BY TIM NELSON 

and RACHELE. STASSEN-BERC¾ER 

· PIONEffiiWEsSrJAN 8 ·07 
Minnesota is likely this year to join 14 other 

states with statewide restrictions on smoking 
in public; advocates and opponents agree. 

In the next few weeks, lawmakers will 
introduce a measure to ban smoking in all 

' Minnesota wor).places, including bars and 
restaurants.~en. Scott Dibble, DFL-Min-. 
neapolis, said there's an excellent chance••a- · · 
wide ban will become law this year .. 

"Public opinion has continued to increase 
in terms of. support· for clean indoor air," said 
Dibble, the ban's sponsor. in the Senate. 

November's election results helped as well. 
While previously there may have been 

. enough lawmakers in support of a ban to get 

SMOKINGBEA ~ \If~ 
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trolled House health comnuttee, "I realize that this tram may County's ban wasn't strong d!W}h.~P.?9 P:?0~f.f.frl8 :?~:f~:~~e~:: \,t ··• ······ < >: ao9festaµJant ·9jnir:if~reasJt tfi~y.Jte physi~~!ly::c: 
Rep. Tom Huntley, of Duluth, as already be out of the station and enough and passed a-total ban. :l:f~ri!"~Ph1: f;;94oty:: :·Np,$rilq.k,i6~f rr ~r:iy:p~i <>~ : -s~p~r~t~d:,.and h~ve separ!:'lt~;vet\tiiatiqn system~> 
his co-sponsor. that it seems to be picking up Olmsted County is expected 

"I'm pretty sure we've got steam," he said. to revisit its 2001 restaurant-only 
the votes we need," Dibble said. Even if it has enough support ban. Officials rriay convert it to a 

That doesn't ensure smooth to pass, a smoking ban is . likely total ban later · this month. A 
sailing, however. While a ban too controversial to become law . county survey in August found 
has support from Republicans, inj;he next few weeks. It may take · 77 percent of respondents want­
including Gov. Tim . Pawlenty, a month or two, supporters ,said,. ed a stronger ban and 66 percent 
and Democratic-Farmer- before an anti-smoking measure strongly favored a total ban. 

~. 

· "That's one of the reasons 

\. 

I 
this has· come · forward again," 
said Commission~r Ken Brown. 
.'.'It was compelling .. . I think (a 

· stronger ban) Will pass." · 
Though si:nall -changes, the 

bans may represent. a political · 
tipping point for the issue in 
Minnesota - all three areas are 
outside .the . relatively liberal 
Twin Cities. And the Olmsted 
County measure may eliminate a 

· cmnmon caveat: that if a restau~ 
rant-only ban is good enough for 
the honie of the .Mayo.Clinic in 
Rochester, it's good enough for 
the rest of the state. 

· "We are a medical communi-
ty," said Kari Etrheim, a public 
health educator with the county, 
"and people do tend to look at 
Olmsted County in matters lilm 
this." 

The county board there is 
expected to vote later this month 
to remove bar exemptions. 

Advocates are calling it a · 
"third wave" of smoking regula-

. tion, following initial bans in 
Moose · Lake, Duluth and 
Rochester~ and then the battles 
in 2004 in the Twin Cities. 

"They seem to be kind of 
bubbling up all over," '.said Bob 
Moffitt, spokesman . for the 
American Lung Association in 
St. Paul. "We're heaiing from 

· places , like Winona and Crow 
Wing County ... it's getting hard 
to keep track of anymore." 

That's partly by design, he 
and other advocates concede. 

A smoking bari has been con­
sidered a long shot at the Capi­
tol, but supporters have been 
stitching together what they can 
in courthouses and city halls. 
Their efforts are aimed at build­
ing a critical mass and ratchet- . 
ing up political pressure for a 
statewide measure. 

"It's how the ban happened 
in California," Moffitt said, 

This legislative session also 
is the first since last June's 

.:••·~-•··~;b~l:~t~ress 

report by the U.S. Surgeon Gen-
. eral o:ri second-hand cigarette 
smoke. The report found that 
any exposure to smoke was dan­
gerous and that only "eliminat­
ing smoking from indoor 
spaces" was ~dequate protec­
tion for nonsmokers. 

"That was . a big deal, a huge 
thing," said Jeanne Weigum, of 
the Association of Nonsmokers­
Minnesota. "It just ended any 
credible belief that second-hand 
smoke is just an irritation." 

Opponents say political cor­
rectness is the real motivation 
for the bans. But they concede 

. they're fighting a losing battle. 
. "I think it's going to happen, . 

at least a 50-50-(restaurant) ban," 
said Chai·les Senkler, owner of 
Fabulous Fern's in St. Paul and 
Oakie's Roadhouse in Oakdale. 

He's the "on-sale chairman" of 
the Tavern League of Minnesota 
and a leading opponent of the 
ordinance in St. Paul that helped 
spark smoking bans across the 
Twin Cities. He considers the 
smoking ban effort "ineffeciive 
and economically disastrous," 
His organization has been lobby-

ing for a "pre-emption" clause 
that would trump local smoking 
regulation, possibly with a 
statewide restaurant ban. 

The total ban in St. Paul, Sen- · 
Ider said, has driven out owners · 
of landmark businesses like 
Ron's Bar, Easy Street West and · 
Spanky's. · And although his 
Oakdale pub isn't subject to a 
ban, he said the lower blood 
alcohol limit for driving means 
people are reluctant to travel 
where they can smoke, like 
Oakie's Roadhouse. 

The hospitality industry, he 
said, "is the state's largest tax 
generator, the industry that 
employs the most Minnesotans 
and the industry that stimulates 
much of the state's tourism and 
convention business," · and 
smoking bans gravely imperil it. 

"I guess part of me would 
just like to see this done with," 
he said last week. "We have so 
many other priorities: Our 
health system is broken, our 
education system is broken, our 
welfare system is broken. I just 
don't understand why we're 
wasting our time on this." @ 
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Swanson-union dispute··intensifies 

1ation allowing any fu­
. ture union to : negoti­
ate a contract. He· also 
demanded that she re:-

• A dispute betweenD:FLAttomey GeneralJ.ori Swanson and 
AFSCME, the state'-s biggest public employee union, grew more 
heated on Friday as a union leader expressed" disgust" over the 
· union's endorsetnent of S~anson1ast year. . hire an assistant attor:­

n~y general the union 
½FSCME_ endorsed Lori Swanson,"' says was fired for or­
said Eliot Seide, executive director · ganizing. 

By PAT DOYLE 
pdoxie@startribune.com 

~TAlfTRIBUNE · APR 28 '07 -·of Council 5 of the American Feder- Swanson issued a 
Turning up the heat in a rare and 

rancorous_ dispute between orga­
. nized labor and a top DFL official, 

the head of the state's larg~st pub­
. lie employees union. denounced 
· Attorney General Lori Swanspn 
Friday and regretted endorsing her 

-ation .of State, County and Munid- .. statement denying that the assis-
. pal Employee~. tant was fired for union activities. 

Seide .. s-ai,p that · lawyers work-. She did .not respond to the harass­
ing for Swanson described '~intim- ment ."·accusations. "It is up to the 
.idation. and harassment" by man- attorneys -to decide if they want a 
agers, and that those .condition~ . unio~ to represent them," she said. 

candidacy. . 
"Four words disgust us· today:· 

-spurred them to seek union pro­
tection. He called on her to sup­

. port the organizing effort and legis:-
Swanson continues:H6u~~u~li­
cans ask for an investigati~ · 

- - . ----1 

· Swanson-AFSCME dispute intensifies 
◄ SWANSON FR 

''½.nd, if so, . which union/' 
Swanson said. 

In their rift with the DFLer, 
the union organizers got help 
Friday from an atypical· al­
ly: House · Republicans. They 
called for a committee inves­
tigation into accusations that 
Swanson was punish.4ig law­
yers for union organizing, lik­
ening the issue to the firing of 
U.S. attorneys, which is un­
der investigation by the U.S. 
Ho~ .. -
~ep. Tom Emmer, R-Del­

ano, asked the committee to 
probe "what · appears to be 
the union-busting tactics of 
our attorney general," and for 
a report to . the House within 
the next seven days. A pro­
posal pressing for a heai:ing 
was approved 129-0. But Rep. 

~ny Sertich, D~L-qrisholm, 
. chairman of the committe_e 

assign~d to the matter, called 

·RENEE J0NES SCHNEIDER• reneejones@startribune.com 

Eliot Seide, executive director ofAFSC1'4E Council 5, spoke to the media in front of the attorney gen-
eral's office at the Capitol Friday afternoon. He said he regr~tted union backing for Swanson. · 

.the proposal a political stunt of attorneys -. and other work..:­
and wouldn't say whether the ers have left the office in re-
panel would look into it. · cerit months. 

The dispute became public Thirty-five attorneys, legal 
ThursdaywhenSwansonheld aides and other workers left 
a news conference and, in re- · from Jan. I through mid-April 
sponse to a question about la- -- about 10 percent of the of­
bor unrest in her office, ac- .fice's workforce. Three, in­
-cused the union of threaten-' eluding manager Thomas Ra­
ing to use blogs and the news gatz and former spokeswom­
media to put out negative sto- an Leslie Sandberg,. received 
des about her if she didn't severance packages totaling 
support the organizing effort; $40,539, according·to the De-

. In a news conference partment of Employee R.ela .. 
Friday,· Seide denied making tions. ' They agreed to waive 
threats and said labor offi- certain legal action. 
cials only called tlie attorney Swanson was . elected · in 
general's office to ask about November and replaced her 
inquiries they_ got from the formerbossandfellowDFLer 
news media regarding labor Mike Hatch, who ran unsuc­
problems. cessfully .for governor. The 
·, "We don't bully or blog," . number of de.partures this . 

.Seide · · said, -adding · that , year from the attorney gen­
Swanson "foolishly atta~ked eral's office is lower than the 
AFSCME yesterd,ay at . her number who left during the 
news conference." ·same months in 1999, the year 

TI;t.e increasing public ani- Hatch took office. 
mosity between former polit- · Hatch remains on the staff 

· ical allies comes after dozens as a manager, earning near-

ly $107,000, according to the He provided few details, 
Employee Relations Depart- and Swanson's . spokesman, 
J:pent. Asked whether any of Brian. Bergson, dismissed his 
the problems could b~ linked characterizations as "anon:­
to Hatch, Seide ~aid he didn't ymous claims from anony-
know: '½.s far as I know, Lori . mous people." · 
Swanson is the attorney gen- Seide named fornier As­
eral. Our'issues are with the sistant Attorney General.Kari 
attorney general." Ferguson, who was .fired last 

Seide said more than .60 at- week, as an example of mis­
torneys, · roughly one.:.third of treatment. Ferguson .- said 
those in the office, have signed she was dismissed without 
membership cards expressing a reason .after she distribut- _ 
a desire to join the union ... · ed union sign-up cards ear-

He said attorneys . still lier this month. She said the 
working for the office were dismissal came about three 
fright.ened to speak. out. He weeks · after she got a let­
said they told the union about ter from Swanson giving her 
managers "creating an envi., a raise and expressing en-· 

. ronment of intimidation and thusiasm , for working · with 
harassment of employees" Ferguson in the coming ·year. 
and ~ talked about · "political On Friday, Swanson invited 
patronage" and "humiliating Ferguson to waive her right to 
working conditions." . _ keep her personnel fil~ confi-

He said patronage is an is- de:o.tial, saying the office 
sue for the attorneys because couldn't discuss reasons for 
they are political appointees firing her without a waiver .. 
and can be dismissed with- · · · 
out cause. Pat Doyle• 651-222-1210 
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Election official 
allegedly used 
list imoronerlr 
/'f,{,6~~r~ 11?D-U . 
• Ritchie is accused ofusing his position as secretary of 
state to get information on possible campaign donors. 

STAR TRIBUNE OCT 30 ·07· 
By MARK BRUNSWICK 

. mbrunswick@startribune.com 

Mark Ritchie, the state's 
chief election official, was ac­
cused on Monday of improp­
erly using a list of participants 
in a Secretary of State civic en­
gagement program to solicit 
contributions for his own po­
litical campaign 

In a complaint to the Min­
nesota Legislative Auditor, two 
people said they were ~ked to 
participate in the "Civic Educa­
tion" program earlier this year 
and provided e-mail address­
es and other contact informa­
tion to the Secretary of State's 
office. They subsequently re­
ceived an e-mail newsletter 
from the Ritchie campaign 
committee that 
solicited ;:i polit­
ical contribution 
at an upcoming 
fundraiser. 

Minnesota 
Legislative Au­
ditor Jim Nobles 
confinn~dhis of­
fice receiyed the 
complaint letter 
on Monday• and 
said his · office 

. would conduct a preliminary 
investigation. · 
· "It certainly falls within 
our jurisdiction to see wheth­
er public money or state assets 
were used appropriately," No­
bles said. 

Two ~ublican state leg­
islator~ep . .Jorn Emmer of 
Delano an~ep. Laura Brod 
of New Prague, also called 
for a legislative investigation 
into DFLer Ritchie's actions 
through· the House Govern­
ment Operations Committee, 
calling it a potential "breach of 
public confidence." 

· Ritchie, elected last year af­
ter campaigning on a platform 
of de-politicizing the Secre­
tary of State's office, said the 
list of participants in the civic 
engagement program is pub­
lic information that can be ac­
cessed by anyone, including a 
political campaign But he said 
he did not authorize the use of 
the list for his campaign. 

The complaint, first report­
ed on the conservative blog 
Minnesota Democrats Ex­
posed, accused Ritchie of us­
ing his office to collect infor­
mation on prospective donors 
and transfer the information to 
his campaign . 

The complaint comes from 
representatives of two conser­
vative or right-leaning organi­
zations, the Taxpayers League 
of Minnesota and the Citizens 
in Charge Foundation, '. which 
advocates the expanded use of 

initiative and refe;rendum. 
They were asked to be part 

of an initiative to establish the 
Minnesota Council for• Civic 
Education and Engagement, 
an effort by tl1e Secretary of 
State's office to encourage civ­
ic cooperation among a num­
ber of groups. 

At an initial meeting in 
April, Mark Giga with the Tax­
payers League and John Tom­
czak with Citizens in Charge 
were asked to provide names 
and e-mail addresses on a 
signup sheet ·for future corre­
spondence.· 

"We kind pf made a joke 
¢.at we were the token con­
servatives there," Giga said. 

Giga, director of outreach 
for the league, said he got an 
e-mail every five or six weeks 
about developments with the 
organization but attended few 
other meetings beside the orig­
inal get-together. . ' 

Then, on Oct. 22, Tomc­
zak and -Giga received an e­
mail newsletter from Mark 
Ritchie's 2010 campaign com­
mittee, which listed some of 
his accomplishments and in­
cluded a schedule of upcoming 
events, including a fundraiser 
to help cover campaign-relat­
ed expenses. 

Giga said he never signed 
up for Ritchie's campaign 
n~wsletter and the only place 
for Ritchie to have obtained his 
address was.through the civic 
engagement sign-up sheet. 

''Yes, of course, he probably 
did this under the auspices of 
his state role, but you'd have · 
to be kind of naive not to think 
this is some kind of campaign 
tool," Giga said .. ''You would 
think that someone in the Sec­
retary of. State's office would 
realize that ·it not only looks 
bad but it might also be uneth­
ical. When yqu're the secre­
tary of state that's a big flash­
ing light." 

Ritchie, often a target of 
the Minnesota Democrats 
Exposed blog, said he did not 
authorize use of the civic en­
gagement sign-up sheet for 
campaign contributions but 
emphasized that the names of 
the 600 people are public in­
formation. 

"There is no crossover, but 
the list of civic engagement 
groups is public. It's public in­
formation," Ritchie said 

Asked how Giga and Tom­
czak's names -were included 
in the campaign newsletter if 

·. they did not sign up for fr, other 
than through the civic engage­
ment list, Ritchie said: 'Well, I 
don't know about that." 

Mark Brunswick• 651-222-1636 
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