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WHAT WE'RE THANKFUL FOR 

No attitude, 
all gratitude 

-on a day set aside for carving and stuffing 

We put a sock m our huffing and puffing 
And salute our community, throughout the ranks, 
For you and your work, today we give thanks. 

Out of our well of gratitude, pull up a bucket,, 
For the smile and hop-step of the late Kirby Puckett, 
Speaker Steve Syiggum is a graceful authority, 
We'll like hini even when he's in the minority, 

Margaret Anderson Kelliher and 
Pogemiller, Larry, 

Thanks in advance for when session 
gets hairy, · 

And the best to him who made our 
budget less hinky, 

Number-crunching Dr. No .:_ our own 
, Phil Krinkie. 

St. Paul Chief John Harrington, keeping a handle on crime, 
Sen. Brian LeClair, whose laugh is sublime, 
Rosemarie Reger-Rumsey of Listening House fame, 
Stadium foe Tom Goldstein, who loves the great game. 

Michele Bachmann's smile and message were catchy, 
Dean Singleton saved the Pi-Press from McClatchy, 
Sec-State Mary Kiffrneyer, Auditor Anderson, Pat, 
To the chamber's Larry Dowell, St. Paul is where it's at. 

We thank South St. Paul muralist Robert Zins, 
Rev. Leith Anderson, coping with another Rev's sins, 
And a wish· for a bridge that may some day carry 
West Siders to the heart of Trooien, Jerry. 

For dry runways, St.·Paul's floodwall is a cause for elation, 
Full speed ahead, compensatory excavation, 
Mike Hatch and Judi Dutcher did not see fruition, 
But we thank them for trying to cut U tuition. 

Thanks and best wishes to the hard-working horde 
Of men and women at Highland Park Ford, 
Nothing in St. Paul could be much stranger 
Than Ford Parkway without the shiny new Ranger. 

To a man in the skyways, it seems, since his youth, 
A super-shout out to building guru Bill Buth. 
Seeing Robert Altman this year was groovy 
Premiered in St. Paul - Prairie Home, his last movie. 

Marty Seifert and David Senjem stepped into the breach, 
Chris Coleman and Amy Klobuchar oft gave a fuie speech, 
Fletcher and Finney will no longer be dour, 
~ can join in the cheers for Mornea~ and Mauer. 

l,/6y Thao, Dick Cohen, Sandra Pappas, Mee Moua, 
All merit our thanks and a Ventura-like Hooya. 
Peter Hutchinson and Mark Kennedy fought mano a mano, 
They had good stuff, like Francisco Liriano. 

We scribblers often sound like whiners and cranks, 
But today we offer our sincerest thanks 
To those who serve in our newsy dominion 
Gratitude is today's only opinion. 
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-I DFLretains 
hold in city 
(t ?- {1ftd o (a,,y · · 
BY TIM NELSON . around six years of steady 

flONffRi~f1r4UV S -'86 d~c~e by Republicans ~ the 
distnct. Paymar won with 71 · 

Despite Tuesday's Democrat- percent of the vote. . 
ic wave across the nation and Dively's loss and Beach's 
state, chal).engers put up . some showing in the neighboring dis
of the most spirited opposition trict indicate their . "urban 
in years to the Democrat- Republican" strategy gained 
Farmer-Labor Party's longtime them no ground this year. 
lock on St. Paul's 12-member (Beach's results · dropped by 
legislativ~legation. . · about 4 percentage points from 

In\,.Bfstrict 64A, Minnesota her 2004 run and fell about 6 
Nurses Association head Erin points from the average of the 
Murphy was handily elected as last five elections.) 
the first new member of the Easily ~g was District 
city;s all-DFL delegation in four 64 Sen.\.,ffick Cohen, who was 
years, succeeding . outgoing first elected to the Legislature in 
House minority leader Matt 1976. . .. 
Entenza, who did not seek re- Other members of the city's 
election. DFL delegation also handily 

It was the only open- legisla- won re-election. '!ll,ey include 
tive seat in the city this year. three senator8')3i'fen Anderson, 

But Green Party challenger representing the city's north
Jesse Mortenson helped_ si~- we_§j:ern corner since. l992; 
cantly cut the DFL's margin m ~dy Pappas, representmg the 
64A for the first time in more · West Side, downtown and parts 
than 10 years. With Mortenson of Rice Street, West 7th Street . 
and Republi~an Kirstin Beach, and Frogtown since 1990; and 
Murphy's opposition trimmed ~ Moua, representing the 
the DFL's victory ratio from East Side since 2002; 
nearly 4 to 1 in 2004 to about 2 to .Also re-elected yere six 
1 this year. House members: ~ce Haus-

"We're disappointed that we man, elected in 1989 and repre
didn't pull into second place, but · senting St. Paul from St. Antho
· · · I think we demonstrated ny Park to Como Park; John 
some significant growth," ~ch, representing the North 
Mortenson said of the Green End and ·part of the East Side 
Party's strength. He said he was since 2002~Thao, represent
encouraged by Tuesday's sup- . ing the area around the Capitol, 
port for instant-runoff voting in Frogtown andBummit-Universi
Minneapolis and that St. Paul ty since 2002;\ Cfrrlos Mariani, 
might consider the procedure. · representing ctowntown, West 

"We're looking · forward to Seventh Street and the West 
the city elections next year," he · Side since 1990;~ Mahoney, · 
said. ~ . / . elected in 1998 to represent the 

In~~ri~t 64B, Republican nortjl half of t:tie East Side; and 
Emory Dively's bid to become \Sl@don Johnson, representing 
the first deaf legislator in the the south half of the East Side 
nation's history fell · short. since 2000. · 
Despite one of the most visible 
campaigns in years against the 
DFL incumbent, Michael Pay
mar, Dively failed. to turn 

Tim Nelson can be reached at 
tnelson@pioneerpress.com or 
651-292-1159; 
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MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE, DISTRICT 65 

For Senate, Pappas; for House,Thao and Mariani 
/2nate District 65 is a St. 

Paul district centered in the 
heart of downtown. It includes 
the West Side, a good portion of 
the West 7th Street neighbor
hood, the Capitol area and 
neighborhoods 
along the east
ern portion of 
University 
Avenue. The . 
incumbent, Sen. 
Sandra Pappas, 
a DFLer, . has 
been in the Leg
islature for 
more than two 
decades, and in 

Sandy 
Pappas 

the Senate since 1990. She ran 
· unsuccessfully for mayor of St. 
Paul in 1997. · 

This has traditionally been a 
safe DFL seat. Pappas was 
unopposed in her last re-elec
tion campaign in 2002. Two 
years earlier, she won with 76 
percent o( the vote. Her oppo
nents this year are Republican 
Lori Windels and frequent can
didate Bill Dahn. 

We endorse Pappas and rely 
on her experience, her seniority 
and her passion for St. Paul to 
help push important east metro 
projects off the drawing board 
and into reality, 'including the 
Central Corridor light-rail tran
sit project. She has been a 

· strong advocate for her city; we 
appreciate that and have come 
to depend on it. Central Corri
dor plans will test the ability of 
all St. Paul legislators to advo
cate on our behalf. 

Pappas now chairs the Sen
ate Higher Education Budget 
Division, where the money for 
the University of Minnesota and 
the state college and university 
system is doled out. She said 
she wants to continue to work 
to find consensus among the 
competing players in higher 
education. This may be particu
larly important if there i.s a push 
from the governor's office to 
hold down tuition costs. 

Helping build the Central 
Corridor and improving our 
higher-ed system are two wor-

thy goals. We would add one 
more: to use her political securi
ty to become a force for biparti• 
sanship, beginning with her 
own committee and moving into 
the DFL caucus itself. If more 
safe-seat members did more of 
that, the Legislature would be a 
better place. 

~use District 65A is most
ly north of University Avenue 
toward down
town St. Paul. 
DFLer Cy Thao 
is the incum
bent. He was 
first elected in 
2002. His oppo
nent, Paul 
Holmgren, did 
not participate Cy 
in an endorse- Thao 

. ment interview 
or send campaign information. 

Thao, an artist, is known for 
working well with others and for 
his sense of humor. Asked what 
he'd like to see if he's re-elected, · 
he replied, "To be honest, I'd like 

to be in the majority, for once." 
. He has served on the health 

policy and finance and . local 
government committees. He 
says there's no · single magic 
solution for what's wrong with 
our health care system, but also 
says, "We clearly have a univer
sal health care system, whether 
we like it or not" - but deliver
ing primary care in the emer
gency room isn't efficient. He 
suggests experimenting with 
ways to pool risk, perhaps 
allowing small businesses to 
buy into the Minnesota Care 
system. He also says shifting 
education funding to property 
taxes· is especially detrimental 
for core city and rural districts. 
He wants to aim anti-crime 
money at where the crime is. 

In his first two terms Thao 
has been a straightforward 
advocate for his district· and a 
reasonable participant in the 
broader debate. The House is 
better with him in it. 

~e District 65B: Carlos · 

Mariani has r_epresented St. 
Paul's West Seventh and West 
Side neighborhoods in the State 
House for 16 years and, though 

· he did not inter
view for this 
endorsement, 
we see no rea
son for a 
change. 

An attorney 
who works in 
nonprofit man
agement, Mari
ani represented 
the state's 

Carlos 
Mariani 

largest Hispanic district when 
he first entered the state House. 
The district is now more ethni
cally and economically diverse, 
and Mariani has been a leading 
voice in the House on a range of 
issues around social justice, the 
environment and public educa
tiop. 

He has championed the child 
development needs of Minneso
ta's seasonal farm workers and 
introduced a bill to police immi
grant communities under "best 

practices" standards. He has led 
efforts to restore state funding to 
pre-kindergarten programs ,_and 
direct the state's education com
mission to request waivers· .for 
unfunded mandates of the feder
al No Child Left Behind Act He 
sought to establish a Minnesota 
Universal Health Board to ·over
see · a universal health program 
and trust fund. He took on local 
causes, seeking money to re<;le
velop parks on Raspberry Island 
and the Mississippi River ·and 
make capital improvements at 
St. Paul College. 

His priorities for the ·· JJ.ext 
session, as he expressed in an 
interview available on the state 
Legislature's Web site, are fund
ing the Central Corridor and · 
restoring public school funding 
cuts at the state level. · ; _; 

Mariani's Republican .' oppo
nent, Lisa Murphy, also· didn't 
respond to interview requests for 
this endorsement, and therei$iio 
information about her or, · -her 
views on the Web site listed for 
her with the Republican Party.~., 
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Bill all6~§ f)harmclcists 
not to fillprescriptions 

By Don Davis . 
Pioneer Capitol Reporter 

ST. PAUL - . Pharmacists 
should not be required to dis- · 

. pense medicine such as birth 
control pills if they feel it would · 
violate their ethics, religion or 
morals, Michael Barrett says. 

A:Minnesota House commit
tee agreed Wednesday, sending . 
a bill giving pharmacists the_ 
right to say no to the full House. ' .. 
. Pharmacists testified that 
there are very few times when 
one of them cannot to fill a pre-· 
scription in good conscience, · 
but Barrett said the law change 
is important. · . 

"Besides my education, I find 
my morals and. ethics the most 
important things I bring to my · 
job," Barrett said. 

Pioneer Photo by Don Davis 

Barrett, a Long Prairie Memor
ial . Hospital pharmacist and 
Republican candidate for the 
7th Congressional District seat, 
told the Minnesota House 
Health Policy and Finance Com
mittee that the bill he wrote ·bal
ances pharmacists' rights with 
those who want medicines such 
as birth control pills. · 

Barrett said that if pharma
cists must fill all prescriptions, 
as some feel current . law 
requires, "we will have pharma
cies· devoid of religion, ethics." 

Michael Barrett testifies in front of. a Minnesota House com
mittee Wednesday, promoting a bill he wrote to give phar
macists the right to refuse filling prescriptions due to ethi
cal, · religioQs or moral reservations. Barrett is a Long Prairie 
pharmacist and GOP candidate for the 7th Congressional 
District · seat. 

While the bill does not speci-
fy any medicines that could be . tion," Planned Parenthood's 
refused, the most likely would Tim Stanley said. 
be birth control medicines, One provision that makes the 
including the so-called morn- bill acceptable to a wider range 
ing-after pill.· . of people is that if a pharmacist 

Some committee members won't fill a prescription, he 
had questions f of Batrett . and · must 1:ielp · the patient find a 
bill sponso.!..£E:.P:.J.Q!E:.~!!1:IA~r, R-• .pharmacy where it can be 
Delano, but there w~·_httle filled. . 
opposition, Even . Plann'ecl Par- • Rep. Cy Thao, DFL-St. Paul, 
enthood, whicl:i usually oppos- said he doesn't see a .need for 
es such bills, supports-it. - the bill since patients will be 

"It is a step in the right ~rec- able to get prescrip~9.,ns they 
L 

want, even if they go elsewhere.
"This is a compromise by the 

folks who actually dispense 
these drugs," Emmer said. . 

Erin Matson, · president of 
Minnesota's National Organiza
tion of Women chapter, said it is 
not right to make people se·ek
ing birth control medicines to 
hunt for. them. · · 

"Women deserve more than a · 
wild goose chase law," she said.· 

· 181 ddavis@bemidjipioneer.com · , , 
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ED ITO RI.AL 
A memorial to some 

U.S. allies, and 
another to build 

PIONEER PRESS JUL 2_3 '@6 

The· war that remade St. Paul ~d o~her corners of 
the American Midwest. now has a permanent 

monument on the Lake Michigan -shoreline in. Wis
consin. 

Next year, if all goes well, 
there will be · a similar marker 
here, where the Secret War in 
Laos also lives on. 

Last weekend, under a broil
ing summer sun, . a circular 
black granite· structure was 
unveiled at -a: lakefront park in 

_ Sheboygan, about an hour's 
/ drive north of Milwaukee. Old 

Hmong soldiers in crisp camo 
fatigues joined white-haired 
special forces guy~ in dress 
greens. A recorded version of 
taps was played. Volleys were 
fired. A governor,- -members of 

HMONG MEMORIAL 

Congress, mayors and the old vets spoke with honor and re$pect. 
The Lao, Hmong and Ainerican Veterans Memorial in She

boygan is by far the most ambitious U.S. monument to the Secret 
War the U.S. waged in Laos in the 1960s and 1970s. The fvnong, 
living in the mountains of Laos, were key allies in that war. Sup
plied ~d directed by the U.S. CIA, Hmong Special Guerilla Units 
took the· war to ·the NoPth Vietriamese Army ·in Laos and helped 
rescue American pilots .shot out _of the sky. •·· 

Th~ collapse of Laos to the communists in May of 1975 put 
. tens of thousands of Hmong and Lao refugees in motion. 

St. Paul, a welcoining city iii a refugee-fri~ndly state, became 
a-prime destination for the Hmong. In the last census, St. I'aul's 
Hmong population.of more than 24,000 was the largest of any sin
gle U.S. city, and the number is probably closer to 30,000 now. St. 

· Paul has two Hmong-American state legislators and a flourish
ing Hmong business and professional class. 

Sheboygan and nearby Manitowoc, smallish towns between 
Milwaukee and Green Bay, have also become Lao and Hmong 
havens. Last weekend's event, coming in the midst of a _ loud 
national debate over immigration, was a reminder of how two 
countries can come together. 

This was a day for unity and appreciation, for remembrance 
and rededication. The Asian and U.S. warriors were on the same 
side, again and forever. •. 

"If there was anybody from another country who deserved to 
be here, they diq," said Col. Bill Lair, who helped build the:rela
tionship between the U.S. and- Hmong military in the 1950s and 
1960s and was considered , a godfather to the Hmong fighters. 
"They earned the right with their lives." . 

This was a war that was·lost. ,Who lost it, or whether it coulct·· 
have been wo'.n, is subject to debate. The status of the U.S.-backed 
warriors in :Tu'aos after the defeat was not debatable, however: 
they faced persecution and peril.' Lair put it bluntly. When the· 
U.S. agreed to·a coalition government, and then allowed the ·com
munists to take over, the days of the Hmong and Lao warriors 

. were numbered. - . _j__ 

@> 

"We basically sentenced them to deatht Lair said. 
''A lot of us hope that one day Laos will become free again, so 

aii that want to go back, can go back," said Rev. Lucian 
Bouchard, a priest who ministered to the people. of Laos during · 
the war and is, like Lair, a legendary figure from the Secret War. 

The_ Sheboygan memorial honors the Lao and Hmong fighters 
as well as the Americans who fought with them, with names of 
many who served, and others who died, etched· irito the granite. 
When organizers removed a red-white-and-blue covering over 
the memorial, families crowded in, oblivious of the heat, and 
broke down at this solid, physical representation of the saga they 
carried in their hearts for three decades. · 

This is the third such memorial to the Secret War. 
There is a small plaque in Arlington National Cemetery and a 

bronze s·tatue m Fresno, Calif., another center of Hmong immi-_ 
gration, that depicts two Hmong fighters rescuing a U.S. pilot. 

And some· day - perhaps next year - there will be a similar 
memgµro in St. Paul. . · 
~ate Rep. Cy Thao of St. Paul said work continues to raise 

funds and plan for a memorial to be . placed on the Capitol 
Grounds. Thao said the project got $150,000 in state funding this 
past legislative session. ·Organizers are trying to raise another 
$100,000 privately. . - . · . 

A proposed design depicts four figures: a fallen American 
pilot, a Hmong soldier assisting liim, a woman carrying the sol

. dier's ammunition, and a boy soldier, carrying . the weapons. 
Thao said if planning and fundraising can be completed this 
year, the memorial could be built next year. · 

Back to that hot lakefront. 
Sitting under a tent, hoping for a· gasp of wind, and looking at 

those old soldiers, the mind wanders from the past war in South- . 
east Asia to the .current war , in Iraq; In both cases, the U.S. 
formed alliances with indigenous factions whose interests coin
cided with our own. In both cases, the drumbeat of casualties 
triggered an opposition movement back home and a . polarized 
debate about the rightness of the cause. · · 

·, Is this how that war will end too? Will we be left with a memo
rial to the expatriate foreign fighters whose children, pounding 
the soccer ball on the grass a few feet away, will never know 
their homeland, or even what all the fuss was about? 

Memorials ·have a way of making us wonder about the future. 
The low granite walls . in Sheboygan, a five-hour drive from St. 
Paul, are like that. It's worth the trip. · 

The pr<>posed design for a Minnesota Memorial to Hmong· 
and Lao veterans depicts a soldier, woman an,d a child otf~ring 
assistance to a U.S. pilot. · · · · ··· · ·· 
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Cy t!!~o ready to 
seek third term 
ByTom LaVentute · 

~ ' . . . . . · . . 

• ST. PAUL - State Representative. Cy 
· Thao·(DFL-65A) sai_d he was pleased, 
overall with the recent session, given 
that he was able to get legislation 
passed in Republican controlled 
House. Rep:, T-ha:0 wm be seeking 
a third term as the _first' and only 

. Hmong in the Minnesota House of 
. _ _. Representatives next November . 

. : Thao worked directly on bills to 
.- _provide funding for the Asian Pacific 
· Cultural Cep.ter (APCC), and the 
_Hmong Veteta,ns _Memorial. He was 

. pleasantly surprised when the APCC, 
which found the city in opposition to 
their site for :zoning issues, was still 
able·· to secure $400,000 to continue 
with .. planning studies. It is a far cry 
from the $4 million request, but will 

· help ensure the eventual success of 
. the APCC project. . . . 

Tihe Hmong Veterans 
Commemorative Statue was awarded 

·$150 ·000 .a~d Tiiao'·warits t0 ,<:foabl~ 
that ftmdfu.gthrough other contribution . 
and ·grants by the tinie the preliminary 

' .design is.·approved and site planning 
· · begins. The State grant~d space for the 

memorial mi the capitol grounds last 
session. · . .. . 

. It is difficult. to cla1m victory with 
the St. Paul Police Asian .Gang· Task 
Force appropriateq about half of the_ 
requested $300,000> because of the 
.pias~ive cuts tpat nearly-eliminated . 
the unit all tog.ether. Yet, Thao's.' 
bill 'to fund undercover work, gang 

CYTHAO
Continued on Page 3 ·. 
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' . .. . -. . ;, ;; . ·,. . ,· '. : --~ ..... - .... ?/ . ,' :·:' ·.-:·:;,:,_. '\'.: .. ·:_: ''}:·'\>(?'·<( - . . ·,". ,< i-.;:,.- .: ' '· :·, . . ":- · ... 
. ;./;, .. CYTHA:Q.· · I, :·,.he said. _ .. . ·_.·:. ·: .·/ : ,'. ,,·g;~~nt~. \J.:h'fip ,cjedit~ff'~h~s~ -~ain~ i:ent. Friends,,a_nd farii1lies ch1jr-in 
·,;, . ~..-.cbnifiiuf4j,Jm Eagi./i_ :·:: . , . _ 1~ao is frustr~ted with opponents of :- ·+I?ri~r9fit : 1:e.a~:ers for :int\etjng) viw- ' to: help . withjobS; . E:st_, . S'C~?oling, . 

. _. . tbe.billwho say it :r,nakes sense to help · · the ·, Q.oyerno,.:::~ office _ tq : m,_ake . thr$ • .age11c1es. Thao feels· thatfam1hesthat 
. . , .... -·:·.·;. , , : . . . . peopleget-offof.~elfa~e·,b~twillnot . :._Mppen./,:1 <.•:'..'..-·, · \ i. ,;</;:<::><<( :·_w,jndup.ins4elt~is;areliotgetting:this 
j_n'filtfaticin, : andh vdr~ ori,ielated tf!.kthe"extra step to fundA~ultB~~ip . :-;Thao was· '4jfaP,Pp,i11ted: th.~f:his · ·~upport. : · ·' : . ·:- . ·.· ·:': . · r ·.. • . •· • 

. tein :pr6.sHtlitfoi J;\l'sged . . He' was ", ~dii~atiOil or otherprogra,rns tliathelp-·.1 ··traD:Sh1tiq11.'~il~.fo.r:Pr:ef~i7~Si~t,<! riativ.e· ·. : Illa6's'·bm Jor a irruiority vetera~s: 
di~appointed in '-rec·ent nev.,:s reports. ' -1mn11gr~nts. ' spea'k:e~s<41d;_no(;g¢t_..'aµY):Vhe.te. Th~ - . outr:e~ch pfi;>gi-~Jµ;4i_d notpass; but h..e .. 
that ·did not rbention the,efforts o'fhe Startipg t':V<?' years ago; Thao · · · bill was born twq ye~rs. ~go when he fe.~ls-thatw,s;Wo'r~:with thi~Coµncil~m· :· 
foia· Senato? Mie. ·Mou~fiii' this area. : . w9rked with_Lutlieran ~oci~l Seiv.ic_e~ . ~et with a Hniopg $p~zjcer who ~$.bid . : . BI.a6lc Miiiiiiioiarisiand'St.ate Veterans·.· 

.·•• fri~A\i!(iiJ!;~1if :I·· .. ifFifi~:ira::i~••·•·•.,i11;~~!1~11~ti;1~l· ... ~;~!.tilt ]i;t::;:t 
. tp -Ji.lJ~W:· ne~ly-amv~Q:J~.fug~~s and for s.df,-suffic1ency. A ~2_. m1lh9n · . speaking appbc~_µ!,:~~!HP:~µ)Jff~re~ Someu~~s.a'.J,ot.of~b11l~ don't get 
asY,le,¢s a:}'V~iver.witpthe)JJivetsionary : - reque~t wa~ pulled out of conferen~~ · to hire ~he:JI:qiong'a_pp}iq~~lwho. lost pass~~ th~ way you 'w.ant, but it does . 
\3/'ork]?rogranVi;' foih-~inorithresidency : .:_¢pIIlillittee_ just befor~ -~~jpununent._::, :: the contract tp do the job;-'"We didn ~t .im_pact how decisfons . are maqe . at 

· : tequµ-~p:i~p.t ffe : s~f d,Jhe purpose .. of. '.T~a.o .. _was ·. so : upset . ~-f ·went 'o_p: the·-, · · · even get .a . he~,;,~:qg }>,n . the. \~ill,.'~ h¢ ; : . :~,s.onie of the · departments;"-he said. ·. 
· th'e iut{iito e~courage .. four-montl,ls .·House .floor _ andtold.legi~lato~s. tha\ said;_· ·,_ . . · '. :· ' . ·. : .. '· . · · · '.:, i Thao lias)upporled goqd.':stadium 
. ·(,)fjob:Seeking before they qualify for : ifth_eyw<?uld.notfu.ndABE programs'.. . <Thao. was .. disappointed at th~ .. iplans $iiiQe first :runnirig·for· office:. 

:_:. assi_stance with theMiwi~~?t~ Family·.· .. · .th.~Y sliouid notjntrod~ce English_fir~\ ·_l~ck.p~--~Ont~m jYt( public ~O.~S!~$ : ·. )He ~l~o-supports light rail an1 _wants 
Inv._estm~p.t.J>rogram.:_He sa14 thatn_ew' :'-P~Us.. . . _ ., . ... : . , _. ·. r~qu1r:~inent~ for ,~me, m()n!h;•r~nt~{ . : a~d.1t1_?,n~l stops at Weste:n ~n~ . 

·. tes_1dents,need t9 get mto ESL and)ob·: · . Thao-w,o_n a mmor. y1ctory this. 41.st.ories.~ :~·:11lle.,.!liat pr~yents new · V1ctona Avenues, .and . m1tigattop. · 

.~ ~~ ~~:~) 



CYTHAO 
Continued from Page 3 

available for businesses at risk. "I 
want them to not only survive, but 

. to beriefit after the construction," he · 
said. · 

Thao is pleased with the $7 .5 
million in central corridor funding 
that will help leverage federal dollars 
to let tp.e process continue. ·He· will 
try again in . two years to fund the 

· Pierce Butler corridor land acquisition 
and contamination remediation from 
I35N to Dale Street. The unused 
land parcels by the railroad tracks 
would become open and accessible 
to .development. 

"It was give a lot of consideration, 
· and ranked second in the city priority 
this year," said Thao. "We had a· 
hearing and didn.'t get fonded." 

The introduction of the. Hmong 
Mani age bill was a surprise for Thao. 
Two years ago, he and Senator Moua 
introduced fl: simplified version that just , , . 
allows Hmong Mekong to solemnize 
wedding. There were objections and 
it did not:move forward. He was not 
pleased that the bill was introduced 
and moved alop.g through various 

i committees with little or not notice 
to·the Hmong legislators. 

Thao was more upset that the 
legislators that touted human rights 
and abuse issues to pass the bill, 
would not work with him on the Gang 
Task Force bill, or to sit and .create 

-· meaningful .-legislation that would 
effectively deal with that as a problem 
on its own. 

This November Thao will be up for 
reelection. He will also campaign for 
Atto;mey General Mike Hatch who 
is running as the DFL candidate for 
Governor. 

"We need '1- strong person with 
democratic values to be governor 
and president so we can pass bills 
that are going to help move the state 
forward," he said. T h a 6 
and his spouse, Lee Vang have two 
daughters. They plm;i. to expand their 
health care and assisted living facility, I "'' n 

and want to open a noodle and coffee 
shop on UniversityAvenue in about a 
year. 

Thao's art exhibition will continue 
at Metro State University through 
July. He wil.l have another exhibition 
this September in downtown 
Minneapolis. ■ 
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:~{sa!!::fnt:d~at!:~~; : .:t>· 
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. T. h . during the legislative session . · 
.. Y . 80 was.the Wes _Skoglund_'_s 

· continued from page 1 Hmong Marri~ge Bill. Rep. Cy 
Thao called _the ··proposal a 

Apart from the legislature's ~'horrible bill" on-Minnesota · 
desire. to look better than last Public Radio. He is still , 
summer, Cy Thao also sees unhappy about the way _the 
pr<,1ctical reasons for the in ore bill was .introduced and . the 
coll~gial tone of thjs year's role Ile~nHer or'the Council 
session. ''Overall, compared ofAsian arid Pacific Islander 
to lasfyear, it was much less Minnesotans -played:in it. · 
confrontational. -Not rieces- . :'The a:rgumeiit they mad~ 
sarily because we were nicer, . was .that th~y w~nt to prote~t 
but the issues were less wonieii-and children; That is 

: contentious. We .did not have . Just Iiot true; They just wanted 
to qut millions of dollars out to put :someone in jaiL It -is 
ofthebudge(Thebig-issues . not the job of the Council -of . 
were the Bonding Bill andthe Asian and Pacific Islander 

·_ . stadiwns. hi the Bonding Bill Minnesotans to take sides, . 
the gap was so · small that aiidothat is. what-"they did -on 
there was no big fight." that ·issue." 

One oflastyear's disappoint.; Despite his reservations 
· m¢nts•for Cy Thao·was the . about : the bill, Rep. Thao 

compromise deal tliat took $2 would stiil like to work out a 
million ·he had requested for compromise. "Nobody even 

. basi_c adult_ ~ducation out of ask me . to suppoit .them, 
the ·final · budget. Most of it even though we have worked 
appeared in . this year's on the same-problem before. 
supplemental budget~ ''$1.5 . Even ifter this year, I would 
million for adult basic · still like. to sit down with the 
education showed up ·in the CouncilandileanHertowork 

. governor's supplemental on legislation that _can help 

. budget proposal. I did not do -the Hmong community." 
niuchwork for it this year, but • 
i Wd the ground work a couple Another.issue that has many 
9fyearsago."Therrioneywill . _Hmong ·business owners · 

.· be ·available to providers of . along University Avenue 
adultbasiceducation.thtoµgh- worried is the _prospect of 
out the state in .the form of light rail along the central 
:grants; · corridor. Rep. Thao promised 

i:ii;~i!:~iii~W.;~,:.-~.1~~--,~~Je·Jt.,~.~ io~:.:!:;:i,r~:.;:~t:~. 
· ::focure fonding . for · two · "I support light rail, because 

projects: for the city of Saint. it is . an important . regional 
: Paul. "I was able to get two · infrastructure project, but I 
btlls through the legislature will-do everything I can to 
that · willbenefit Saint Paul . make construction mitigation 
The · legislature _ approved part of the deal. I am not just 

· $400,000foranAsianPacific talking about loans, but 
· ·_ CultureCenterforSaintPaul. money to help businesses 

We also were able to get stay open. If we do not get 
·$15_0~000" for a Hmong mitigation, I will do every
veterans' memorial on the thing I _ can to delay the 
Capitol grounds." project." 

One _issu·e . that seeined to Contact Sao Sue Jurewitsch 
split the Hmong community . ·athmongtimes.saosue@gmail:com. 
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HMONG MARRIAGE . BILL HEARING . IN ! 

SENATE COMMITTEE 
MARRIAGE .BILL 

continue_d from page 1 

negotiate anything, do not· - 3. -no ceremony; this is the . 
solemnize anything." He type ofweddingThao ·and 
added that sometimes 100 his wife had.- He feels tha:t 

By Amy.Doeun . 

House · File J674? ·better . 
_known as the Paymar bill o~ . 

. the Hmong marnage bill, has 
been getting a lot" of attention 
lately. On Monday, April 3, 
the Civil Law and Elections .. 
committee held a -hearing 
which allowed for 30 minutes . 
of testimony in .support of 

· the bill and 30 niinutes in . 
· opposition to:. · the bill; 
.foilowe·d .bi20 minutes of . 
questi9ns_ from legislators. 
Unfortunately, as the.hearingr"" ____ -~ ,. __ ,, - ----- ~~-~--·~ ~--- ---

. began at 1_2:30 many or°the . MN State Rep. Cy Thao 

.. . . . . . . year .old grievances are 
pa~~rwork with the state. desire to marry through the brought up .at marriage 

· Thi~ would also · make_-the parents approaching Mej n·egotiati.ons and tlie Mej 
·.MeJ Koob mandatory · . · ; . · · · . · · 

: · . · . . . h . ' :f •h . .. 
1
d · Koo;b _ to:.:_negotlate the : Koob work as a "buffer 

reporters mt e:pase o c i . , . . · .Aft • · . b · h f: ·1· ,, Th . b : .. - 1 ~ ·.t T.h b.11 mamage::.: _ ernege>t1at10ns . etwe~n t _e ami ~es. - ao 
a us.e or neg ec . e i h .. · · · · -1-d d · d · · · · · · b . ··: t·· ,t_-·,:·.st,h. t . 11 . · · · t e P,,~te._nt( ~ou ., .. . eel e :wenton to sayMeJ Koo ·can 
s a es a a owmg a minor . . : .-. . ,,-1, • . ·" . ., .. • , : , . .. . . . . 

· •t · 'th · ·t conse·nt wheth'~r, \J t:5:;.· ~cp~pt .. th~ ·: .be-highlytramedorth_eycan_ o marry w1 ou . - •;,.1,, . • -,, . . . •, ·. - · , _,., _ . . _., , _. ._ . . . _._ , .• ,. • .. . - . . _ · . .. , . 

. would . be a form of child mar~iaf~ ·.9. f;}~'oC ·H 'i\ i$/ just ~~s_otileone_williiig to fill 
abuse. accepte<i-theif there would this positi9n. ·_.· · 

be a ~east ancC a marriage 

.. Rep. Paymar went on to say, 
"I don't bring this bill lightly. 

_I don't relish .being on 
· opposite sides as Rep. Thao. 
. . our interest is to protect · 
minors, especially girls.'' 
Paymar_ went on to say the 

would be · recognized . Rep. Thao also stated that 
accord,ingto_Her. there . are · 3 _type·s of 

tradttional marriages. 1 a 
Rep. Cy Thao offered a complete ceremony like the 
slightly different definition . event both he and Her 
of how a marriage would take described. 2. ail incomplete 
place. According to Thao, ceremony where perhaps the 

if the bill were to be passed 
all 'weddings would move 

. to . . the · no ceremony 

_category~ "In many· ways 
this· will · _destroy . oµr 
culture: I -have 2 daughters. 
J would. like . .them to have 
the opti~h to marry with a 
Mej Ko.oh .;, -

Rep; :f.ha9. proposed that 
the bill shou-ld be killed as 
currently written: Then set 
up a task force within the 
Hmong community to 
address the issue. 

committee members had not 
. ·yet arrived .. Ho"o/ever in _an 

effort to_ "respect the time," . 
. according to Acting · Chair 
·DeLaForest, of-the people 
who . came to . testify, 
te_stim◊ny.· began . and was 
recorded._ 

. . bill .provides, "accountability 
:Representatiye Payinar and protection" and that he 
pr.esent his case first Rep. . is committed to working with · 
Payma:r opened with a_ brief the Hmong community. 
overv.i€W of the bill which . 

"the Mej I<.oob's job is to families atenotableto agree, Due to t~e lack ofa quorum 
carry message between the the groom's family lea;es in· the . committee , no 
two families . Th~y do not but often the bride follows . ·· decision was made. 

would m~ke tra.ditfonal Hean Her also·spoke in favor 
Hmong marriages · attended · of the bill. She provided an 
by Mej Kooo legal at the outlfoe of how a traditional . 

/ same level as other religious niarria·g~ wouid ·take place 
· The first to . speak was Cy . marriages_. The Mej Koob . . 
-Thao, who was acting in- would then be considered a · 
opposition to the bill. sort of minister orlegal_ body 
However, he requested that that would file necessary 

MARRIAGE BILL . 
continued on page· 13 
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r RO~do haunts light-rail debate 
Memories of 'lost' neighbqrh6od stir new fears 

BY LAURA YUEN ~· meant.wqeii'theytalked worriedly in 
'06< t~eir !},ondo Avenue;ho~e of the gov-

. , , . ernth.ent's plan for "taking houses." 
While playing with dplls Qr read- . Now, 50 years later, she's using 

ing her books, Nieeta·Presley didn't . t-he memory· of'her lost. neighbor
fully undersby1d what her parents }:lood to. engage St P~ul's blac}{: com"'. 
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munify about the next major transit 
project to weave . through their 
neighborhoods: a proposed light-rail 
line .bn University Avenue. 

Mernories of Rondo - a multi-eth
nic neighborhood that was the heart 
of the city's African-American popu
lation - still produce fondness and 

heartache for those who e:xperienceq 
its demise. Starting in the 1950s, the 
government displaced about 650 
St. Paul families and additional busi
nesses to make way for Interstate 94 
in the name of urban pror:s?. . 

.· . LIGHT-RAIL DE/lA~---· · __ 



::>I . !'AUL PIONEER PRESS WWW.TWINC ITIES .CO tv 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE lA @ 
The Central . I L. r.-----Jhe proposed Central Corridor !ight-rail iine would: . 

connection 
The 11-mile Central 
Corridor light-rail route 

Share tracks with Hiawatha 
in downtown Minneapolis 
and, like that line, connect with 
the Northstar commuter-rail 
line, if the Minneapolis-to-Big 
Lake. route is built. 

Run down the middle of 
University Avenue. Stations 

· woulel connect the . . 
downtowns of 

· would displace street parking near 
intersections, which has been a 
major concern for·some businesses. 

>=· .. ---Run beneath the St. Pa·u1 and 
Minneapolis and . 
serve the University 
of Minnesota. It 
would also link with 
the Hiawatha Line 

. .. University of Minnesota 
rc:>a·. · 1fc;>/.~_tie-ups with . 

· · · Avenue car 

Serve the state Capitol and 
downtown St. Paul before ending 
at the Union Depot, where the line 
could connect tci ·a future commuter-

' , . COURTESY OF THE MINNESOT.A HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
;Jhe Rev. George R. Davis is led away•in handcuffs to a waiting 
;~quad ·car in this September 1956 St: Paul Dispatch photo. Police. 
;,qfficers and shedff's deputies moved the partially blind clergyman 
:io his new living quarters as Rondo Avenue was being cleared to 
r'T al<e way for the construction _of Interstate 94. · · 

~; --r • , 1 · •, · a co~venie~t- pas~-through . for 

To . a certain degree, . some 
,tesidents see. a sil:¢lar threat 
[from light rail along the Central 
Corridor, between downtown St. 
,Paul and Minneapolis. Aithough 

therich. . . 
. ''It's trying to make sur~ sub0 

urbanites ~d white folks can get 
to . where they're going. without 
having to stop at our stop signs," 
McDonald said. ''First it was the 
freeway, and now it's this. 

'.'The orily upside of my con~ 
cern is l'Jl_probably be dead by the 
time it comes through," he said 

A LIVING, MEMORY 
the two:transit projects differ in . . 
[important wayS, the idea of an Activists like Presley say 
:$840 milli.on rail line I'11Il$g they are · trying to parlay 
1tbrough the city's core js reveal- that kind of<hopelessness into 
.mg sonie of the same wounds action. Her gro11P. is part of an 
1lV~r race and class that never umbrella organization · known 
fully healed. as the Central· Corridor. Equity 

. . '.'The pain from Rondo is still Coalitjon, which was formed to 
alive and well, and so there's "rally bu~ess owners and ·:resi
kind of that mistrust that · dents of _color behind a set of 
they're· going to _be living that demands .before the first shovel 
twice now," said Presley, execu- · b;its the dirt · 
;ti.ve ,director of the Aurora-St. •. Fliers promo_ting_community . 

· ~erving the airport and 
the Mall of America. 
The cost estimate for · 

. . the new line is $840 million. 

Source: Central Corridor Coordinating Committee 

1/2 MILE· 
. i---, 
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. . . . JOE ODEN, PiONEER PRESS 
Nieeta Presley, executive director of the Aurora-St Anthony Neighborhood Development Corp., 
speaks to-the st Paul organization about Rondo Days and other neighborhood issues during a 
meeting at Abundant Bistro & Catering on University Avenue. Presley-is actively involved in the 
discussion about building the Central Corridor light-rail line. 

f.Anthony Neighborhood Devel~ • meetings mention Rondo as "a 
lopment Corp. · · · · living- niemory'' · whose story 
: But with light-rail discussions, , should not .. be repeated. At 
1she · · said, ·"There is fune and recent strategy sessions, coali
iopportunity where the residents tioh . organizer Veronica Burt 
~can · get involved. It's not quite · has been revving up people for 
1oeing done in the same way." · the 45-day comment perioµ.that 
l ·· For one thing, the ·Ramsey will begin soon, now that the 
;county Regional Rail Authority · Federal Trru:isit Adminisj;rati.on · who can stand at Lexington Coleman policy associate: 1'It's· a Iiic and divers_e'. businesses that 
:isn't planning tci . condemn . has signed off on. a draft envi-. · Parkway and . what:used to be priority for Mayor Coleman to gambled and took a c;hance by 
lentire houses and businesses in · ronmental-impact · .. statement. Rondo Avenue and still · name· do outreach and make sure investing in a blighted area 
iSt. Paul, astt)le freeway project Public hearings·:wjll probably-be . · almost' every family and busi- they're part of the: process so when no one else would. They've · 
!required. The proposed rail line . 'set in May, anclthe'Met:ropolitan ness· tJiat used to line the street, they will benefit and there will ·. brought this avenue back to life." 
lwo:uld ·run down· a predominant-. . Council · will later decide. ' is perplexed by the comparison. be community ownership when Other leaders, like Nathaniel 
ly · commercial University whether i~ prefers to operat~ a · · . '.'It was a devastation that lig)lt rail is done." · · Khaliq of the St Paul NAACP, 
Avenue, ta,king up :about a -28- . light-rail cir a. l::!us rapid-transit can't even be matched," · said So-what does the .community , are c~gformeasures to help 
foot-wide band down the center . system. · · Hickman, 70. "They already thinktrueequitywouldlooklike? new businesses of color to .relo-
b,fthe s.treet. 1 . · ' A later_. phase focusing on took out the heart of my com- More train stops, for one. cate on University /4.venue. 
J · ·. "We're not talking about cut- . . prelimiriary engineeriJ:lg ;would · mupity . . It doesn't mean ! don't Many residents · in the area Rondo's legacy .became . a 

. ting .a trench through the com~ give .. coi:pmunities_ .:another · have ·sympathy for those who · w0uld ·li.ke.to see additional .sta- common refrain last year when 
µiu¢ty," said Kathy .DeSpiege- . chance to weigh in, DeSpiege- will be affected. It just means tions , between • the proposed the Jeremiah· Program, which 
laere, . dire~tor of the rail laere s~ . . . . . . . that :the knife cut deep'. This locations at Rice Street, ·Dale offers services to single moms, 

ti uthority. "We're talking about : Rea1 .influence;. no.t . merely (light-rail proposal) is a· flesh Street; Lexington Parkway and moved forward · with plans to 
omethjng_ on t~e stre~t level . · the right_ ~o giv,e ·input, is wh~t . wound co11;1pared_ to -the deep S~elling Avenue-each about a build a cam.-pus on a long-vacant 
at we hope, with their help; commurufy members want,' said cut we received with Rondo." · . mile apart. · . lot near the mterstate. Many saw 

Will unify the community rather Steve WJ.lson, chairman of the . . . . . . . . ''If you're a senior citizen, that piece -0f land as an impor-
¾han pull it apart''. · · · · SUlIIIDit-Universify · !>Janning ::WHAT THEY WANT that (station alignment) basical- tant part of the neighborhood's 
i But map.y r~sidents in · the · Council. ·.. · · . .. · · ·_. . . ly takes you out of,the running," future - ·possibly for . a new 
Summit:University and Frog- ·'"We're. kind of the engine Local and regional officials · ~onsaid. · ·· ,: ... ,:. . · hQusing development -;- that 
town areas fear, Qisplacement of · that's fu~ling the numbers for · . . · championing . · light rail, V State Rep. Cy Thao, .DFL-St. could one day help restore a part 
another kind. ··Rising property light rail," said· WJ.lson, ~ho is mcluqmgMayor Chris Coleman, Paul, is also exploring the idea of of Rondo thatwas wiped away. ·. 
values, . and :thus higher truces, also part of a new district _coun- .. have said they share · a vision of setting aside state money to · If anyti$.g, some. contend, 
~ould drive nearby homeow:p.ers . cil . . collaborative- aimed · at economic equity. Within a week, .. assist University Avenue busi- the lessons of Rondo could and 
jlna,·siruin.busiii.esses away;ib.ey addressing · Central Corridor Coleman plans to announce a • ness owners during construe- should bring Asian and black 
fear: Otlie:rs:expectdisr,llptionto .. issues from a neighborho:od . · ~ew task:' force that · .would tion. Some Asian-American co~unities together. 
~usinesses during construction, level. ''If we're the engine, clon't address concerns about the like- entrepreneurs loolc forward to· . "That bridge ·nee~ to be 
increased traffic and ,a loss of shortchange us." : . · ly gentrification - the displace- the. lqng-t~ri:u pfosperity the ... crossed/' said Mycliael Wright, 
Feet p~king near the stations. WJlson. thinks the Rondo Jnent of poor · urban r~sidents traiifwould bring put aren't, con~ owner o( Selby Avenue's . Golden 
i ._So~e co~t~nd _that an 11- comparison· fits :tne light-rail. with -richer newcomers-:- and ~ce_d the): c_a4:( survive .. the ~yineC?ffe~;wlloqppo~eslight 
!l}ile light-rail line would benefit proposal to a certain degree, and the effect · of construction on building penod, said Khue Yang, rail but IS still getting mvolved 
~utsid~rs at {he.expense of their the fears are:more palpable for small business.es. chairman of th~ : Minnesota with • community discussions. 
ilomm:umty. Longtime Summit- the families who went through "There'.s a big push by the HniongChamber;tjfComµierce. "Th~e are things the Asian 
6rmversity. · reside:o.t Kwame · such displacement, he said. mayor . - ~e undei:stands · the . '_'We have an pbligation," Cy community can .learn from us, 
((1:cDonald, 7 4, worries about But Bobby Hickman, a long- concerns ·,and memory of Thao said "Certajnly, we don't · since we've gone through Rondo, 
jnaking his i;ieighborhood. again time Summit-University activist Rondo," said VasMegn Thoj, a . want light rail to kill all the eth- and there are. things we can 

I 

·1 line to Hastings. 

I. . . 
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~C?VfN 
;;r,~A!Jl ,. 

lit 
PIONEER PRES! 

TO LEARN MORE -

learn from them, like building a 
strong economic base." '· 

. Something many community 
leaders note is that the city has 
never formally apologized for 
the ·Rondo displacement. The 
black community has yet to be 
compensated, the NAACP's 
Khaliq . said, and light rail "will 
be one of the last opportunities 
for us to use this as leverage." 

On . Sept. 28, 1956; · Khaliq's 
grandfather, the Rev. George R: 
Davis, was escorted in handcuffs 
to a squad car when police and 
sheriff's deputies came to · relo0 

cate him to new living quarters: 
The partially blind clergyman 
was the · 1ast resident on lower 
Rondo Avenue to leave home. 

· Khaliq, at 13, came home 
from school that afternoon and 
started to cry at the sight of offi. 
cials already taking sledgeham
mers to his grandfather's house. 

"He fought that battle alone," 
Khaliq said. "Unlike Rondo, peo
ple need to be involved and 
engaged. We may not get every
thing we want, but we'll have the 
satisfaction that we were part of 
this effort and we got at least 
some of the things we want." 

Laura Yuen can be reached 
at lyuen@pioneerpress:com 
or 651-228-5498. 



Choosing to fill 
House committee approves pharmacists' right of refusal 

BvBAoONG 

T 
he House has another balancing act on 
its hands - trying to find ·a solution to 
the clash between patient demands and 

pharmacists refusing to prescribe them cer
tain drugs. 

Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano) believes he 
has the right answer. 

He . is the sponsor of HF3032, approved 
by the House Health Policy and Finarice 
Committee March 8. Under his proposal, 
pharmacists are prohibited from denying 
prescribed drugs or devices to patients except 
in certain instances. The bill was sent to the 
full House . . 

"This is a balancing of the liberty of 
pharmacists versus the right and necessity 
of the patient to get their legally prescribed 
medication," said Emnier. The proposal is a 
compromise on his original bill, HF2597, and 
has received more all-around support, Emmer 
added. 

Under the bill, pharmacists would not be 
required to fill prescriptions if they have an 
objection - ethical, moral or religious - to a 
prescribed drug or device. 

Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie Memorial 
Hospital and Home pharmacist~ disagrees with 
requiring pharmacists to fill all prescription 
requests. He said the number of people 
pursuing pharmaceutical careers would 
decline if they were made to feel like "se~ond
class citizens" who couldn't hold onto their 
values and beliefs. 

"Can we at the same time think oflegislating 
that all Muslim and Jewish 

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK 

Michael Barrett, a pharmacist with Long Prairie 
Memorial Hospital and Home, te.stifies March 
.8 before the House Health Policy and Finance 
Committee in support of a bill that would allow 
pharmacists to refuse to dispense a drug or de
vice on ethical, moral or religious grounds. 

and Barrett disagr~ed on whether using 
certain birth control methods, such as the 
morning-after pill, would constitute an 

abortion. 

,{flt is the duty of pharmacists to 
fill prescriptions." 

Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba 
(DFL-Long Prairie) 
said under current law, 

butchers must carry pork?" 
said Barrett. "I don't 
think this is the _place for 
government to get into." 

Abortion, always a 
contentious issue, came up 
almost from the outset. 

-Erin Matson, president of the 
Minnesota Na'tional 

, pharmacists can already 
' refi{se' prescriptions for 

Organization for Women abortion . issues. But 

, Rep. Barb Goodwin 
(DFL-Columbia Heights) said the bill could 
be futile for patients seeking birth control, 
especially in cases of rape ot incest. Goodwin 

16 Session Weekly 

Barrett said the threshold 
of pregnancy is not clearly 

defined in Minnesota. 
Meanwhile, Rep. Cy Thao (DFL-.St. Paul) 

questioned whether there was even a need for 

@ 

''It's a ·balanced approach that 
addresses the needs of the patient and 
the needs of the pharmacist, personally 

and professionally," 
- Todd Sorenson, president-elect of 

the Minnesota Pharmacists Association 

the b,ill. He said patients denied prescriptions 
today already go to other pharmacies or 
sources. 

Todd Sorenson, president-elect of the 
Minnesota Pharmacists Association, said 

· the bill WQl;lld be a proactive step. "It's a 
balanced approach that addresses the needs of 
the patient and the needs of the pharmacist, 
personally and professionally," said Sorenson. 
"This issue, for the pharmacists association, is 
not about abortion. It's about balancing values 
and balancing access." 

Others, like Erin Matson, believe the 
doctor-patient relationship should determine 
if a prescription is in order. "It is the duty 
of pharmacists to fill prescriptions," said 
• Matson, president of the Minnesota National 
Organization for Women. "It is the duty of this 
committee to rise abovemilitant, unscientific 
personal beliefs about birth control." 

Another clause would allow pharmacists to 
deny patients prescriptions if the drug or device 
was out of stock. But the pharmacist would 
have to offer alternatives, such as locating 
another pharmacy with the prescription in 
stock. Rep. Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan) said this 
could still be an issue for Catholic hospitals, 
which may not want any part .in aiding an 
abortion. 

Both Republicans and Democrats said the 
words "timely" and "reasonable" used to 
describe how pharmacists would help patients 
if their prescriptions are denied - could be 
troublesome. 

Under the bill, pharmacists can also refuse 
to provide prescriptions if they determine a 
drug or device would cause medical problems 
for a patient or ifpayment is not received. 

A companion bill, SF2647, sponsored by 
Seri. Sheila Kiscaden (DFL-Rochester), awaits 
action by the Senate Health and Family 
Security Committee. i 
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Bill allows pharmacists not to fill prescriptions 

Don Davis, Echo Press Columnist 

03/10/2006 

ST. PAUL- Pharmacists should not be required to dispense medicine such 
as birth control pills if they feel it would violate their ethics, religion or morals, 
Michael Barrett says. 

A Minnesota House committee agreed Wednesday, sending a bill giving 
pharmacists the right to say no to the full House. 

Pharmacists testified that there are very few times when one of them cannot 
fill a prescription in good ·conscience, but Barrett said the law change is 
important. 

"Besides my education, I find my morals and ethics the most important 
things I bring to my job," Barrett said. 

Barrett, a Long Prairie Memorial Hospital pharmacist and Republican 
-- candidate for the 7th Congressional District seat, told the Minnesota House 
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Health Policy and Finance Committee that the bill he wrote balances 
pharmacists' rights with those who want medicines such as birth control 
pills. 

Barrett said that if pharmacists must fill all prescriptions, as some feel 
current law requires, "we will have pharmacies devoid of religion, ethics." 

While the bill does not specify any medicines that could be refused, the 
most likely would be bi'rth control medicines, including the so-called 
morning-after pill. 

Some committee members had questions of Barrett and bill sponsor 
Representative Tom Emmer, R-Delano, but there was little opposition. Even 
Planned Parenthood, which usually opposes such bills, supports it. 

"It is a step in the right direction," Planned Parenthood's Tim Stanley said. 

One provision that makes the bill acceptable to a wider range of people is 
that if a pharmacist won't fill a prescription, he must help the patient find a 
pharmacy where it can be filled. 

Representative Cy Thao, DFL-St. Paul, said he doesn't see a need for the 
bill since patients will be able to get prescriptions they want, even if they go 
elsewhere. 

"This is a compromise by the folks who actually dispense these drugs," 
Emmer said. 

_ _____ _,, · Erin Matson, president of Minnesota's National Organization of Women 
chapter, said it is not right to make people seeking birth control medicines to 
hunt for them. 

"Women deserve more than a wild goose chase law," she said. 
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clueless 03/10/2006 at 06:33 PM 
I'm just puzzled. I am gainfully employed. I perform my duties as laid out in 
my Job Description and employer. Are there things in my professional life I 
disagree with and would prefer not to do? Certainly. Am I required to perfom 
those duties anyway? Certainly and I do. Why do I? Simple logic. Because 
it's MY JOB and it's what I'm paid to do. I can't pick and choose my diuties, I 
simply am required to do them. Should I strongly disagree with my job duties 
or responsibilities? There's always the option of finding different 
employment. I don't understand why a Pharmacist if they have strong 
objections to a moral issue should be allowed to take that into the 

workplace. Oy vey. 
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Minnesota's Hmong vets seek 
a memorial to their service 

BY JASON HOPPIN 

PIONEffi~ESrnstT . 13 '06 
denied for years - fought on the U.S. 
side during the Vietnam War. 

· A committee of Hmong veterans 
is wqµang to change that. . 

@ 

FY I 
Donations tow a rd 
a Hmong .memorial 
can be sent to 
Hmong Veterans 

' · Statue Committee, · 
302 University 

. Ave., Suite 202, St. 
Paul, MN 55103. 

The committee 
also is looking for 
U.S. veterans in 
Minnesota who 

Sheboygan, Wis., and Fresno; 
Calif., both cities with sizable Hmong 
populations, each have · one, and 
there's even a marker at Arlington 
National Cemetery in Virginia. 

vWJ,th the help of Rep. Cy Thao, DFL- · 
St. Paul, the group this year secured a 
$150,000 commitment from the Legisla
ture toward the $450,0Q0 project. PHOTO COURTESY OF CHU WU . flew missions as 

But the Twin Cities, with the 
nation's largest Hmong population, 
has lagged behip.d in establishing a 
war memorial honoring the Asian 
veterans who- - though officially 

''We think it's long overdue," said· 
Xang Vang, 56, of Maplewood, who . 
said that in 1969 he oversaw the 

· . part of the 
What the memorial would show: A Hmong man, so-called "Secret 

+ -- Hmong 
menrnrial 

distribution ~ CIA-supplied 
ammunition to an army of 30,000 
guerrillas during · the U.S. 
"Secret War" in Laos. 

On Wednesday, however, the 
group was denied a $100,000 

· grant request through the city of 
St. Paul's cultural STAR (Sales 
Tax Revitalization) program. 

The grant was a long shot, 
because the 11-year-old pro
gram was almost out of eligible 
money by the time supporters 
asked. Undaunted, the group is 
turning to the ·private sector to 
raise the rest -.of the estimated 
$300,000 . ·it says is needed to 
build the memorial statue. 

"We're not disappointed," 
said Chu Wu, . who is J1~ading 
the effort. "They told ·us clearly 
that they didn't h·ave a lot of 
money this year." 

Chu Wu said,he--envisions a 
diorama of four figures __: a 
downed U.S. pilot being rescued 
by a Hmong man, woman ·and 
child. Pilot rescues were one of 
the Hmong fighters' responsibil
ities; Xang Vang said, along 
with hit-and-run attacks on .the 
North Vietnamese army, scout
ing and protecting . U.S. radar 

woman and child helping a downed U.S. pilot. 

HMONG MEMORI~ 
Where it could be displayed: Near the existing 
Vietnam War memorial on the state Capitol plaza. 

Chu Wu said the monument is a way to tell t:W:o · ! 
stories: that of the Hmong involved in the war, _ · · 

and that of the rescued soldiers. 

pilots in Minnesota, he wants to 
contact them. 

''We want them on this proj
ect," Chu Wu said. · 

The statue would likely be 
located near the Veterans Ser
vice Building on ·the Capitol 
plaza, near the Minnesota Viet- · 
·nam Veterans Memorial - a 
potentially sensitive proposition, 
since the site is considered hal
lowed ground by many veterans. 

As the principal planner with 
the Capitol Area Architectural 
Planning Board, Paul Mandell 
oversees projects near the Capi
tol. He said the Hmong monu
ment likely would be "in or 
around" the current memorial, 
but that he wants to avoid a · . 
"cluttered" look that he said is 
starting to affect the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washing
ton, D.C. 

In a nod to the sensitivity of 
the proposal, Mandell _said all 
stakeholders have to sign off 
before any ground is broken. 

One of those is Teresa Vetter 
of the Mankato, Minn., . area, 
who, with others, conceived of 
the existing Minnesota war 
memorial nearly 20 years ago. 

Originally, it was to be a niodest · f 
monument supporters hoped ·: · 
could be in a park somewhere.· ! 
But the idea soon was sw~pt up' 
in political goodwill. 

In 1992, an arduous five_years, 
after the original idea, the $1.2 :
million Minnesota Vietnam Vet-; , 
erans Memorial was l;l:fiveiled ..: 
on the Capitol plaza. Retired 
Army Gen. William Westmote- : 

. land, who commanded . U,$. 
forces in Vietnam, gave a d~di- ,
. cation speech. 

Vetter said she needed to see 
plans ·before drawing any con
clusions. ''It's semething that 
the board needs to contem- ' 
plate," -she said . 

John Walsh, who heads the 
St. Paul chapter of the Vietnam 
Veter.ans of America, had not 
heard of the proposal. 

Xang Vang said the Capitol .,.. • 
plaza would be a fine location 
for the Hmong memorial. , 

"We would be more th~ 
happy to be accepted into their~ 
ground," he said. · 

Jason Hoppin can be reached at ,, 
jhoppin@pioneerpress. c<Jm -<rr · · 
651-292-1892. 

stations and other installations. ----------------------.-............... 
Xang Vang s~ti.d the Hmong's 

task when a plane· went down 
· was to find the pilot to see if he 
was dead, ·alive or had been cap~ . 
tured. · If he were alive, they 
would take him to a place where 
he could safely be picked up. 

''If any civilian (aircraft) or 
bomber jet got shot down, we 
were called," Xang Vang said. 

Because of the operation's 
covert· nature, the number of 
pilots rescued is not . easily 
determined. Calls to the CIA, 
Defense Department, an avia
tion museum that keeps 
archives on the CIA-backed Air 
America program and the Air 
America Association were 
unsuccessful. 

Chu Wu said the monument 
· is a way to tell two stories_; that 

of the Hmong involved in the · 
war, and that of the rescued sol-· · 
diers. If there are any surviving 

War" in Laos. 
Call Chu Wu at 
612-207-2473. 



1An',e:m~iiu~~;ing~Sb:Too many hats for Entenza? 
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• 'Intemru DFL House caucus e-rnail reveals some . 
concerns about Minority Leader Matt Entenza' s ability to 

· juggle three roles this legislativy ~d election year. 
~TAR TRIBUNE-. JAN 6 '06 _, . 

By DANE SMITl:I 
rdsmith@startribnne.com 

/ · House Minority Leaoe-
✓ Matt Entem ~, :may find i• ss 

than unanimvus s\. rr· :--: for 
his continued leaderslu p when 
he presides over a pre-session 
DFL Party caucus scheduled -
for Jan. 28. , 

·10 an e-mail string pub
lished on a. political Web blog 

\/Thursday, Rep. · Al Juhnke of 
. Willmar urged- fellow DFL 
members ·to "set aside a sub
stantial block of time for our 
caucus leadership election." 

Juhnke also called for a 
of the c rrent leader ... } ~ .. 
ick .., c.!1:::euk~r-·: t! .1 past prac-

-es as well as giving ·any po~ 
tential cari.didates the chance to 
lay out their visions." 

. Juhnke confirmed that he 
sent the e-mail and that he is 
co~cerned that Entenza, who is 
rumring a · statewide campaign 
· for attorney general, is too over
extended to do a good job man
aging the legislative session and 
as many as 134 DFL House cam;_ 
p¢gns in 2006. 

. "I personally thirik it will 
be difficult for him ·to do both 

roles," · Juhnke he will resign and allow his sue- ing to hit us." - mer Minnesota Republican Par-
. said. Former Sen- cessor to guide the House cam- o ·thers .were noncommittal ty researcher and operative. 
ate Majority LeacJ.- paigns through the summer. ~ supportive. Rep. Cy Thao of One of the · e-mailers on the 
er Roger Moe Other candidates, such as St. Paul said he thought Entenza string expressed frustration 

· ed to do both in Gov. Tim Pawlenty when he ran had "done a good job, we should with the apparently frequent 
·,.., and "he lost for governor as House Majority at least give him until the_ erid of leakage . of internal House e- . 

1.;~ 1ace and al- Leader in 2002, have kept their the session." mails to bloggers. 
most lost control caucus leadership positions and - Entenza said it's common "I've got $10 for anyone who 

of the Senate," Juhnke said . · succeeded, Entenza said. knowledge that among . those can guess, ~o the closest half-
Entenza, who led his caucus '½TI overwhelming num- · interested in succeeding him hour, how soon · tlµs e,-mail 

to a big comeback in 2004 and ber of members have told me ~ Reps.· Joe Atkins of Inver string gets published on Checks 
almost to majority status, said that until I know for sure that Grove Heights, Margaret An- · & Balances," wrote DFL Rep. 
he is certain that his caucus I will be the attorney general \/4:erson Kelliher of Minn ea po- v6'hn Lesch of St. Paul, referring 
members will give him a vote candidate, that I ought to stay," vHs' and Loren Solberg of Grand to a site operated by Shawn 
of confidence and retain hiIIi Entenza said. Rapids. None intends to ch.µ- Towle, who has been a DFL ac-
as leader: The e-mail string shows lenge Entenza now, and Juhnke tivist. "Let's have this discus- . 

Moreover, if Attorney Gen- that at least one other member said he is not a candidate for sion in a closed caucus. Just my 
eral ~Mike Hatch remains _a s~ed Juhnke's-concerns. Rep. caucus leade~. , suggestion." 
candidate for governor, and if \,)rv Anderson, a former speaker, The e-mail was posted on 
'Entenza gets the DFL endorse- noted that "Matt is running for the Web blog Minnesota Demo- Dane Smith•651-292-0164 

ment for attorney general in statewide office arid all the fire- · crats Exposed, which is operat-
June, as expected, Entenza said works in that campaign are go- ed by Michael Brodkorb, a for-

:? 
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