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Gatnbling with our future 
• 
BY TOM EMMER in excess of $30 billion dollars the rev-

SPECIAL TO THE DAIIY GLOBE enue derived from · gambling is 
DELANO -- A few ·months ago, I extremely small. Please don't misun

offered an amendment in our House of derstand me. Every dollar generated 
Representatives to prohibit gambling from gambling · that goes to support 

· in Minnesota. I doubt that many of our environmental resop.rces, includ-
you heard what my reasoning was for in? hunting and fishing, in the State of 

· such a radical_ measure or just what Mllll1:esota is important. I simply want 
the amendment was intended to to pomt out that gambling revenue is 
accomplish. Since most folks are too _ not the panacea that proponents 
busy with their daily lives. to call or would_ have us believe. Again, the 
write, I thought you might be interest- · truth IS th~t we lose far more money 
ed in why I offered the amendment . than we gam. . . •· 
and what I was trying to accomplish~, __ · . So you ~t_ask, "Tom, if you knew 

I do not like the negative impact gani-: ·, . ~t gambling IS here_ to stay, why did 
bling has on our communities and fam~ -- ,~=- fo~ bother to offer an amendment to 
ilies, Those who support any and all · p~ohi'?it gambling?" If indeed gam
gambling will ;insist that ourr,communi- . , . _;~~ IS he~ to stay, then it is my belief 
ties benefit greatly from 1ribally ownedc➔ ., :11~~t everyolle :involved in .the industry 
casinos. That is not true. In fact, studies sbould be treated fairly. Did you know 
indicate th,at gambling causes increased that according to 2004 estimates $10 bil
crime, addiction, banlrruptcy filings, ~on ~ollars is gambled in tribal casinos ' 
divorces arid numerous related negative m this state? How much revenue does 
side-effects. Did you know that for every .the state derive from tribal gamblingJ.'' 
$46 in gambling revenue in Minnesota · Zero. That's right -;-- nil, nada, zilch} . 
it is estimated that we lose $289 in social. Tribal gaming proceeds are tax free. :, ~ 
costs and economic opportunity? Minnesota - negotiated compacts 

Most people are not aware of the with Indian tribes addressing gam
negative effects that gambling - and bling on tribal lands. When the Min
primarily casino style gambling _ nesota Lottery was made legal, it a4,o 
has on our communities and our fam- · opened the door for tribal casinos to 
files. That being said, due to the broad operate. Did you know t.'lat. if ·gam
acceptance of this form of "entertain- bling is made illegal in Minnesota, the 
ment" over the last 15 years it appears tribes cannot legally operate their 
that gambling is here to stay. casinos? That's right; if we prohibit all 

Proponents of · casino gambling in gamb~g, · then the tribal casinos 
this state will emphasize all the eco- would automatically have to close as 
nomic benefits _the state derives from well. At least at that point we would be 
gambling. The fact is, the economic in a position to negotiate a better deal 
benefit· really pales in comparison to -· than the awful deal we have now. 
the amount of money that is actually Minnesota has the most unfair trib-
being wagered. What are the facts? al compact in the United States. 

According to numbers published in . While it may have seemed fair at the 
2004, the State of Minnesota collected tune of negotiation (when no one 
approximately $100 million dollars in anticipated casino style ·gaming 

· revenue from the lottclY, approximate- .developing over night), it is not fair 
ly $60 million from charitable .gam- to all citizens of the State of Min
bling and ~ppro~te~y $275,000 from :nesota to~ay. Some might say; "We 
horse r~c-~g. While this may seem to negotiated the- tribal compacts and 

; oe · a significant amoup.t of money; now we have an obligation to abide 
whei;l we ate looking at a state budget . b;r the terms:" Did you ;tq:iow that the 

. . ., .. -... .. ... - ... •.· : : ...... - .. - - .. -... .,. .· . ... ... -.-.· . . : .. \. .... .... :-. .,. .. · .... · ... -.. -.--.. 

Compacts provide that either party 
can request to negotiate a new deal at 
any time? Most people do not know · 
this fact. Many think we are stuck 
with this bad deal for 99 ½ years or 
some such nonsense. 

I simply want to point out 

that gambling revenue is not 

the panacea that proponents _ 
would have us believe. 

Again, the truth is that we 
lose far . more money than· 

we gain. _ 

· Our governor attempted to reach 
out to our tribal citizens to renegoti
ate the compacts so gaming revenues 
could be shared equitably amongst all 
Minnesotans. The trib~s with the 
most successful gaming operations, 
apparently motivated · by greed, 
shunned our governor. From my per
spective, if the tribal casinos are not 
interested in fairness, then perhaps 
by eliminating gambling, and their 
casinos in the process, we might 
encourage them to consider their 
obligation to all the citizens of this 
great state. 

That was my reasoning and, as long 
as the majority of Minnesotans favor 
lawful gambling, you can bet your bot
tom dollar that I will continue to push 
for fairness in the industry. · 

~·!!_at~~- Tom Eri3mer, R-Delano, 
was elected in· 2004. He serves on the 
Civil Law and Elections Committee, 
Ethics Committee, Health Policy and 
Finance Committee, and Regulated 
Industries Committee . 
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Lawmaker disappointed in 
,, Moe's 'spin'• on game, fish 

. , 6 O.n Friday, June 16, Rep. Frank Moe 
submitted a commentary complaining that he 
was not called back to St. Paul for a special 
legislative session to deal with dedicated · 
funding for hunting and fishing. 

I must say, I am extremely disappointed by 
my colleague's political column. In my 
dealings with him, I have .found Rep. Moe 
willing to work for the common good of all 
citizens of ,Minnesota. I guess now that we are 
entering the campaign season, -he has been 
encouraged to "spin" facts for political gain. 
That's too bad and I do hope he will 
reconsider his legislative mission by truly 
stating facts. . 

On the proposed constitutional amendment 
for game and fish, his column neglected to 
.clarify that the "new money" would be 
obtained by raising the statewide sales tax. 
Incredibly, he fails to clarify the addition of 

· the arts to the proposed amendment. That's 

:f~;%1}\lf ~:0°!r~a Z~~~:ifo~ ~t~t :::s ~:0
t 

· .,..y;:_our tax dollars. I fmd 1t hard to understand 
, .· how that would help his, __ constituency. Is it 

possible that Rep. Moe is promoting a party
line position for the benefit of his leadership 
in St. Paul rather than the people that voted 
him into office? 

Please contact your representative ~nd 
implore him to accomplish his job in St. Paul 
by properly managing our assets rather than 
simply raising our taxes. Folks, remind him 
that our unemployment is at an. all-time low 
and the state revenues are well ahead of any 
forecast. We need to continue to encourage the · · 
job creators a:p.d those fo}ks stoking our 
economic engine. 

We do not need to return to the days when 
our Legislature relied on tax increases as the 
answer to every issue. I am also extremely 
disappointed by any legislator who would 
promote (in a non-budget year) the proposition 
that he be called back to St. Paul. 

Please, Rep. Moe, remember that the 
Legislature is supposed to be a part-time job to ": 
serve our communi{ies, not ypur .foll-:tiine 
occupation and career. 

• Tom Emmer 
R-Delan6 
Minnesota House 

@ 
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Emmer: My bill would not 
have prevented any votes 

I would like to address claims 
• made by Rep. Larry Hosch in the 

May 31 Times news report con-
. cerning a bill I authored ("Hosch: 
My views are being distorted"). 
Readers deserve to read the truth 
about the bill from the persop. who 
wrote it. 
· : Hosch is wrong in saying :,;ny bill 
to require voters to show photo 
ID at the polls may be unconstitu-· 

.. tional 
· · I specifically wrote the biUto 
address constitutional concerns by 
allowing the state to give free pho
to ID cards to voters who could. 
not afford them. 

Hosch is wrong again when he 
says his wife could not have voted 
after being issued an ID with the 
wrong address. She would have 
been allowed to vote through a 
provisional l-allot that would be 
cqunted after confirming her ad
ctfess_with the county auditor. She . 

. · could alsojtist get a new ID with · 

;;i;:!I:t4i:;~t:;,:~;;;~i~~~)-~- .. 
::"•rierttsofthe bill.toraise'tm.rea:son~ . 
. abie excuses (i.e~ 'Wb.~{if I forget 
. mywallet_o~. purse ~hen T_go to. 

vote?") ·as·reasons fo oppose the ' 
bill. I've also found each time they 
hmi out to be wrong because my ·. · 
. bill would stop no iegal voter froni 
casting -a vote. 
· · ·:1 hope this gives a more accu.:. ·· 
rate view of my bill. 

Hosch doesn't do much talking 
· with folks on my side of the alsle, · . 
· so I ·cail understand how he might 

have not UJ1q.erstood :What he was. ,, 

~)-

voting on. Plus, when you cast a 
party-line vote they don't always 
give you all the information. I 
would encourage him to give me 
a call before the next time he goes 
on the record so readers aren't so 
misinformed. · 

·• Rep. Toin Emmer 
. ..,, ·ofainci m1r' 

Delano 

@ 
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She is currently trying to determine just how long the newborn screening bio-samples will be kept by the health 
department. "I think it's really indefinitely," said Boudreau of the private data. 

Twila Brase, president of the conservative health care policy organization Citizens' Council on Health Care, said 
parents need to know the testing being done by the health department is genetic testing. "Every parent needs the right 
to say 'no' government genetic testing," she said. 
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Coon Rapids couple, appearing at Capitol press conference, supports 
tighter restrictions on newborn genetic testing 

by T.W. Budig 
ECM capitol reporter 

A Coon Rapids couple appeared at the Capitol on Monday (Feb. 13) to support tighter restrictions on "newborn genetic 
testing." 

Bob and Carla Taepke of Coon Rapids support legislation sponsored by two local lawmakers, Rep. Mary Liz Holberg, 
A-Lakeville, and Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, that would have parents "opt-in" for newborn screening rather than 
"opt-out." 

About 70,500 Minnesota newborns each year are screened for more than 50 health risks by the Department of Health 
- cards with newborn blood samples brighten shelves in a health department laboratory. 

Newborn screening has been carried out since 1965. 

The first testing was for phenyketonuria, or PKU, a metabolism disorder linked with mental retardation. 

Each week two or three babies are detected as facing health risks by the health department lab. 

The lab tests for early onset diseases or conditions - it does not test for long-term genetic problems. 

Parents currently can "opt-out'' of newborn screening altogether or agree to the screening on the condition the baby's 
tissue/blood samples be destroyed after two years. 

Problem with administering of law, says Taepke 

But Bob Taepke and other parents at the press conference charged that hospital staff never informed them of their 
rights under state law regarding newborn screening. "Th~re's a problem with the administration of the law," said Bob 
Taepke. "Frankly, I believe it's being disregarded," he said. 

Although their daughter's second birthday is five weeks away- theoretically, the date her tissue/blood samples will be 
destroyed -the Taepkes are worried that won't happen. 

"How do we know they will be destroyed," he asked. 

Holberg has heard "over and over and over" from parents of newborns that they did not know about their rights under 
state law, she said. 

The field of genetics is advancing so rapidly, Holberg explained, that it's hard for lawmakers to keep up with the 
advances. "We're not ahead of the curve by any means," she said, expressing the need for caution. 

Deputy Commissioner of Health Lynda Boudreau said that if it's determined more training of hospital staff on the state 
law regarding newborn screening is needed, it will be carried out. 

But Boudreau expressed concern that an "opt-in" approach to newborn screening - the need for paperwork that it 
could engender - could result in fewer newborns being screened. "It's just very, very important," said Boudreau of 
newborn screening. 

Since the current law went into affect in July of 2003, only 1 0 parents have opted-out of the screening program while . 
five have requested their newborns' blood/tissue samples be destroyed after two years, explained Boudreau. 

She believes these parents' wishes will faithfully be carried. "It's something we're obligated to do," said Boudreau, a 
former, conservative member of the Minnesota House. 

2/20/2006 1 :28 PM 



allow children in private homes to continue to be 
exposed to this scourge? 

I realize that this train may already be out of 
the station and that it seems to be picking up 
steam as we roll down the tracks toward the 
upcoming legislative session. I. only ask that 
before we set this course we consider the impact 
on not only the many businesses that will be 
hurt, but also the dangerous precedent we set for 
the future of liberty. 
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A _statewide smoking ban would set a 
dangerous constitutional precedent 
State Rep. Tom -Emmer those who cannot or will ~ot understand? 
RD 

I 
We are all concerned with health. In fact, we 

- e ano are all responsible for making healthy choices. 

I don't smoke. I don't like smoke. But my dis
taste for the habit doesn't give me cause to r.ave 
the state manage individual rights. The new 
junta of Democratic legislative leaders has 
declared a statewide smoking ban as the top pri
ority on their thin agenda for the upcoming leg
islative session. That baffles me. How property 
taxes, education reform, health care reform and 
funding for roads and bridges do not top that list 
of priorities is in a word, outrageous! 
Apparently the promises made during the recent 
campaigns have served the intended purpose 
and can now be forgotten. A statewide smoking 
ban in Minnesota is a dangerous constitutional 
precedent. If the new regime wants the ban to 
pass, it very likely will pass. But we should at 
least call it what it is as we plummet further into 
the nanny-state formerly known as Minnesota. 

America was founded on principals of free
dom and the right of the individual to self-deter
mine. Every citizen has the inalienable right to 
life, liberty and property; "We find these truths to 
be self-evident.. ... " I for one believe 
that "inalienable" means some-
thing. 

As a "free" society the laws we 
enact must necessarily be directed 
towards protection of individual freedoms. The 
freedom to improve one's self, the freedom to 
obtain and hold property, the freedom of belief, 
the freedom of expression, the freedom of associ
ationr etc. Our laws must protect the individual's 
rights within the community. A tension exists, 
however, between the individual right to self
determine and our bureaucratic predisposition to 
control everything and everyone. Simply stated, 
we all want the freedom to make decisions about 
our personal liberties but some of us also want to 
make these decisions for our fellow citizens. 
Why?· Is it because we know better? Is it because 
we believe only the uneducated would disagree 
with our enlightened position? Are we con
vinced that we must intervene with laws to save 

The first law on the DFL legislative agenda is a 
statewide smoking ban. The real issue is much 
larger. The real issue is how far we are willing to 
let government rules erode the very foundation 
of our freedom. Enacting social engineering into 
law is dangerous. Smoking sits squarely within 
the crosshairs of our society's all-knowing social 
engineers, well-intentioned but misguided folks 
who feel the need to help us because we can't 
help ourselves. 

What will stop the regulatory engineers from 
focusing their sights on the freedom to consume 
certain foods they consider "unhealthy foods"? 
What will stop them from outlawing certain 
expressions, like no one should be forced to sit in 
a public place n~xt to someone spouting profani
ty or praying aloud? What will stop them from 
determining who can own and hold certain prop
erty like a farmer's right to decide how and what 
to farm? What will stop them from legislating 
who we can associate with by restricting procre
ation based on genetics? Ask yourself, what will 
stop them from legislating our religious free
doms? If they decide that Islam promotes vio
lence and mistreatment of women and therefore 
must not be tolerated, will that be imposed on us 
from above as well? What are the limits on our 

growing "nanny-state"? 
I expect those who want to dictate our 

freedoms will cry out that the smoking 
ban is altogether different from the exam
ples offered. Second hand smoke obvious-

ly affects workers in bars and restaurants . Of 
course no one wants to suggest that employment 
is voluntary. Evidence of the negative health 
impact of secondhand smoke has been presented 
as indisputable. If this is such an indisputable 
trl!th,,)then why does the federal government rate 
secondhand smoke below cell phones as a car
cinogen? Why have we, as a responsible society 
not simply outlawed tobacco in all its forms? If 
second hand smoke is as dangerous as the social 
engineers claim, then why are we willing _to 

Page 1 of 2 
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"-:sm6king ban and neW. 
laws for the New Year 
by T.W. Budig one..:quarter of orie percent, dedicat:. 

ing the bucks - , $187 million annually 
- to fund the Legacy and other natu-Deputy House Minority Leader 

·'l.- . 
Torn Emmer., R-Delano, doesn't · • ral resources areas . . 
smoke and doesn't like smoke curling 
about the room. 

But Emmer in a column lit up 
Demo9rats for support of a statewide 
smokiJg ban. 

"The new junta of Democratic 
legislative leaders has declared a state
wide smoking ban as the top priority 
on their thin agenda for the upcoming · 
legislatiye session," writes Emmer. 

"That baffles me. How property 
taxes, education reform, health care 
reform and funding for roads and 
bridges do not top that list of priori
ties is in a wotd, outrageous!" 

While some Democrats support 
a statewide smoking ban, in recent 
weeks they listed property tax relief, 
education and health care as top pri
orities. 

The partner~hip is a statewide coali
tion of some 80 enviro,nmental groups. 

****** 
Attorney General Lori Swanson, · 

• Sen.-elect,John Doll, DFL-Burnsville:, 
and others recently presented a cell 
phone legislative package they argue 
will better protection cell phone cus
tomers from price gouging in times of 
emergencies. 

New Year may bring glad tidings 
but certainly will bring new laws. 

One new law requires ·carbon mon- i 
oxide detectors to be included in ' 
newly constructed homes and apart
ments . . 

Sen.-elect Rick Olseen, DFL-Harris,• 
for one does not support the proposed 
smoking ban as he believes it could 
hurt small restaurants and bars. 

A detector must b_e placed on each 
floor level, within IO feet of the bed
room in single or multi-family dwell
ings, according to the House Public 
Information Services. 

Another new law.requires all alco
hol and drug counselors working in 
government or hospitals to be licensed 
by the Minnesota Board of Behavioral : As a body shop worker, he knows 

the power of good ventilation to 
the clear the air, Olseen said, and he · 
thinks good ventilation could be a 
substitute for a ban. 

******-* 
The Minnesota Environmental 

Partnership recently announced its 
. 2007 legislative priorities. 

:'. It Wqnts to get a· $100 million a year 
~i to Cleah Water Legacy to clean up 
< state waters, a renewable electricity 

standard requiring by 2020, 25 percent 
of electricity be generated from renew
ables, and passage of a "fraction bill" 
that would raise the state sales tax 

Health and Therapy. 
Those worried about paying a state 

park fee for using the visitor parking 
area at Soudan Underground Mine 
State Park, rest easy. 

A new law forbids Smoky from 
charging a fee. 

Another new law has state park 
officials issuing temporary permits for 
vehicles towed into parks for use in 
camping, allowing their use within the 
park. 

Editor's note: . T. W. Bu dig is ECM 
Publishers' capitol reporter. 
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Political observers say they are 
sitting back watching, waiting for 
'Pogemiller to become Pogemiller' 
By Don Davis 
ddavis@1i·ctnb.com 

ST PAUL - Minnesota polit
ical observers are watching 
s.e.natf Majority Leader Larry 

~ Pogemiller. 
The other three legislative 

leaders and Gov. Tim Pawlenty 
appear to be on good terms 
and all say they can get along 
with each other. But, as one 
Senate leader said quietly, 

poge~~iller 

_Pawlenty 

senators are 
waiting for 
.. Pogemiller to 
become 
Pogemiller," a 
reference to 
what Republi
cans call a 
combative and 
confrontation
al attitude of 
the Minneapo
lis senator. 

In a meeting 
with reporters 
last week, 
House Speak
er'1esignate 
Margaret 
Anderson Kel- • 
liher. DFL
Minneapolis; 
House Minari-

~ ty Leader Marty Seifert. R
Marshall; and Senate Minority 

• Leader Dave Senjem, R
Rochester. avoided taking 
shots at each other or Pawlen
ty. Pogemiller did, too, for most 
of the discussion, but he said 
the Republican governor does 
not give lawmakers enough 
direction on what he would 
like to see done. "More bills, 
less press conferences,7' 

when he hosted the San Fran
cisco lawmaker at the Farm
Fest agriculture show last 
summer in southwestern Min
nesota. Peterson said last 
week he has a good relation
shl p with Pelosi, the House 
speaker-designate, despite ide
ological differences. Peterson 
represents a conservatiye 
rural area while Pelosi hails 
from perhaps tbe .. most liqeral 
city in the couritry.1. j, ,.s,. 1, 

"We're kind of an unusual 
couple/' Peterson admitted in 
a speech last week at the Mid
west Ag Energy N el work Sum
mit in St Paul. 

The 7th District congress
man joked he probably could 
get only 10 percent of the vote 
in Pelosi's congressional dis
trict. and she would gamer the 
same meager support in his 
western Minnesota district 

Still, Peterson said he was 
the only congressman who 
Pelosi personally endorsed 
during recent committee 
chairmen selections. He will 
lead the House Agriculture 
Committee. 

Leaders named 
Republican Minnesota 

House members have elected 
three assistant minority lead
ers and the top Republican 
appointed a fourth. 

Seifert picked New York 
~ Mills Rep. Dean Simpson as 

an assistant, 
while fellow 
GOP House 
members 

·, _,i- ·• BrodofNew )!
,_ ~,_:· J elected Laura 

., . :~,di~ fylgue, Brad 
Pogemiller urged . - - , ,~; Finstad of 

'U I I , f ,~■---:a Comfrey and nusua coup e -2 ._.,. . .. Kurt Zellers of 
U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson Seifert Maple Grove. 

said he turned fellow Democ- Seifert earli-
rat Nancy Pelosi into an ., er named Tom Emmer of 
"~ggie" and ethanol enthusiast Delano as his deputy leader 
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c and Denny McNamara of Hast
ings as minority whip. 

Mail reformed 
U.S. Sen. Norm Coleman, R

Minn., praised Congress's pas
sage of a measure to refonn 
the U.S. Postal Service, one of 
the last-minute bills that . 
passed with little public 
notice. 

·'.An effective Postal Service 
is essential for Minnesota, 
where a large printing and 
mailing industry accounts for 
thousands of jobs and rural 
areas depend on it for access 
to a large variety of products," 
Coleman said. 

The legislation is designed 
to improve the service's effi
ciency. One of the key provi
sions eliminates a require
ment that the Postal Service 
pay pension benefits its 
employees earned while they 
were in the militarY, a $27 bil
lion savings. 

Also, the bill limits postal 
rate increases to inflation and 
establishes a commission with 
authority over the Postal Ser
vice. 
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• Daily Globe editorial 

Common ground 
may not be easy 

The Minnesota Legislature will and finance issues. The first act by the 
reconvene in less than two weeks new leadership was to expand the 
and, as usual, folks from both sides committee structure to almost 40 
are making nice and promising stamling committees. We've increased 
more cooperation and bipartisan- government ... by 30 percent" 
ship. We certainly we hope that's the Emmer also criticized Democrats 
case - finding mutual understand- for making a statewide smoking ban 
ing and agreement often gets more a top priority once the Legis1ature re
done - but we're withholding our assembles, noting its passage would 
judgement until lawmakers get back set a "dangerous constitutional prece
to work at the Capitol. dent" He also spoke of the need for 

Given the remarks of District 19B property tax reduction - something 
• Rep. 'Tum Emmer, there will be fric- he said new Senate Majority Leader 

tion between state Democrats and • Larry Pogemiller hasn't embraced. 
Republicans again this session. Emmer, a second-term legislator 
Emmer, who recently was appointed from Delano, said Republicans are 
Deputy Minority Leader in the State proud of their leadership of the last 
House - after the Republicans lost eight years and their efforts in 
its control in the N"ovember elections bringing the state back from a $4.5 
- visited the Daily Globe last week, billion deficit. He said his party's 
and said he'd seen a few disturbing focal points for this year will be 
trends from Democratic leadership addressing health care as well as 
thus far: school and property taxes. Those 

"The result we've seen so far is just sormd like admirable places to start. 
a little troubling," Emmer said ''The We just hope that Democrat and 
House last year had 24 standing com- Republican leaders will work dili
mittees responsible for both policy gently to find common ground. 
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I expect those who want to dictate our freedoms will cry out that the smoking ban is 
altogether different from the examples offered. Second hand smoke obviously affects 
workers in bars and restaurants. Of course no one wants to suggest that employment is 
voluntary. Evidence of the negative health impact of secondhand smoke has been 
presented as indisputable. If this is such an indisputable truth, then why does the federal 
government rate secondhand smoke below cell phones as a carcinogen? Why have we, as a 
responsible society not simply outlawed tobacco in all its forms? If second hand smoke is as 
dangerous as the social engineers claim, then why are we willing to allow children in private 
homes to continue to be exposed to this scourge? 

I realize that this train may already be out of the station and that it seems to be picking up 
steam as we roll down the tracks toward the upcoming legislative session. I only ask that 
before we set this course we consider the impact on not only the many businesses that will 
be hurt, but also the dangerous precedent we set for the future of liberty. 
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Viewpoint: State smoking ban would set a bad 
constitutional precedent 
By State Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano 

I don't smoke. I don't like smoke. But my distaste for the habit doesn't give me cause to 
have the state manage individual rights. The new junta of Democratic legislative leaders 
has declared a statewide smoking ban as the top priority on their thin agenda for the 
upcoming legislative session. That baffles me. How property taxes, education reform, health 
care reform and funding for roads and bridges do not top that list of priorities is in a word, 
outrageous! Apparently the promises made during the recent campaigns have served the 
intended purpose and can now be forgotten. A statewide smoking ban in Minnesota is a 
dangerous constitutional precedent. If the new regime wants the ban to pass, it very likely 
will pass. But we should at least call it what it is as we plummet further into the 
nanny-state formerly known as Minnesota. 

America was founded on principals of freedom and the right of the individual to 
self-determine. Every citizen has the inalienable right to life, liberty and property; "We find 
these truths to be self-evident ..... " I for one believe that "inalienable" means something. 

As a "free" society the laws we enact must necessarily be directed towards protection of 
individual freedoms. The freedom to improve one's self, the freedom to obtain and hold 
property, the freedom of belief, the freedom of expression, the freedom of association, etc. 
Our laws must protect the individual's rights within the community. A tension exists, 
however, between the individual right to self-determine and our bureaucratic predisposition 
to control everything and everyone. Simply stated, we all want the freedom to make 
decisions about our personal liberties but some of us also want to make these decisions for 
our fellow citizens. Why? Is it because we know better? Is it because we believe only the 
uneducated would disagree with our enlightened position? Are we convinced that we must 
intervene with laws to save those who cannot or will not understand? 

We are all concerned with health. In fact, we are all responsible for making healthy choices. 
The first law on the DFL legislative agenda is a statewide smoking ban. The real issue is 
much larger. The real issue is how far we are willing to let government rules erode the very 
foundation of our freedom. Enacting social engineering into law is dangerous. Smoking sits 
squarely within the crosshairs of our society's all-knowing social engineers, well-intentioned 
but misguided folks who feel the need to help us because we can't help ourselves. 

What will stop the regulatory engineers from focusing their sights on the freedom to 
consume certain foods they consider "unhealthy foods"? What will stop them from 
outlawing certain expressions, like no one should be forced to sit in a public place next to 
someone spouting profanity or praying aloud? What will stop tht~m from determining who 
can own and hold certain property like a farmer's right to decide how and what to farm? 
What will stop them from legislating who we can associate with by restricting procreation 
based on genetics? Ask yourself, what will stop them from legislating our religious 
freedoms? If they decide that Islam promotes violence and mistreatment of women and 
therefore must not be tolerated, will that be imposed on us from above as well? What are 
the limits on our growing "nanny-state"? 
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' !R~~-ncans take beating at hands of Democrats, voters 
By T.W. ·BUDIG 
Capitol Reporter 
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aged. 

Some suspected thing~ 
were going wrong. 

For the first time in his 
22-year legislative career, 
some voters were rude 
when they discovered 
Republicans at the door, 
acco[ding Rep. Dennis 
Ozment, R-Rosemount, 
al3'ouCdoor knocking this 
election season. 

Rep. Pat Garofalo, R
Farmington, heard vot
ers raise concerns at the 
stoop about Washington . 
and he wondered how 
many others felt the same 
concerns but were keep
ing silent. 

"I thought it ( election 
day) was ·going to be a 
rough night, but I wasn't . 
thinking it would be this 
bad," said Garofalo. 

• Rep. Jim Abeler, R-
, Anoka, , had· misgivings 

already late last winter 
about the fortunes of the. 
House Republican cau
cus. 

"I totally expected to 
go back into the minor
ity," he said. 

Still, Abeler didn't 
foresee the clobber
ing House Republicans 
would take: 

"That was incredible," 
he said of the reversal. 

Descriptions of the 
losses were colorful. 

"It was a tsunami, 
a massacre," said Rep. _ 

• Kathy ·Tingelstad, 
R-Andover, · of the , 
Democratic surge. 

-l_ \' 

ANOKA COUNTY UNION 
ANOKA, MN 

WEEKLY 6,100 
NOV 24 2006 

BLAINE-SPRING LAKE PARK 
LIFE 

ANOKA, MN 
WEEKLY 1,350 

NOV 24 2006 

It was a tsunami, a massacre. Our . 
world will be different. 

-:-Re. Kathy Tingelstad 
R-Andover 
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"I think the pundits 
are going to be trying to 
figure . this out for a long 
time," said Vandeveer of 
the election. 
, Yes, House 
Republicans took a beat-' 
ing, he said. · 

But 6th District vot
ers also sent Sen. Michele 

~ Bachmann, R-Stillwater, 
to Congress, Vandeveer 
said. 

Some Republicans saw 
their own caucus lending 
a hand to their misf or
tunes. 

Ozment, for instance, 
. ~ites a reflex ''No" by 
some House Republicans 
_to all spending-regardless 
of purpose. 

"In other -words, we 
sort of created some of 

· · our problems," he said, 
Abeler suspected last 

winter. a "winner take all 
" . _ . . mentality" he perceived 

O~,r worl~ will be <:11f- . on a battle tank. . • M?G_mn ai:id Rep._ Tim operating in the _ House 
. feren!, s~e said, 1:efer~mg • . Rep. Lynrt Wardlow, • Wllk:n losmg their re- , would eventually bite 

to bemg m the mmonty. R-Eagan, believes nation- ele~t10ns_ - senses a _ them. 
Arguably she's exactly al anti-Republican senti- national impetus. ,, Re . Tom Emmer 

right. ment "just trickled down "I think people are R-Deiano ascribes th~ 
Last session, the to us." re~dy for a change," he -Republica~ reversals to 

House Republican caucus Other House said. the party straying from 
had 68 members, House Republicans view nation- . (Wardlow, unlike its basic principles -
DFLers-66. al politics dipping into some other Republicans, lower taxes and a belief 

But by the time _ the t~e local races and cut- ~as ')etti~g really good in the private sector, not 
polls closed Nov. 7, vot- tmg a ~wath through the vibes . while out do~r government, should solve 
ers had whittled down the Republican ranks. knockmg and thought his problems. 
Republican · caucus to 49 "Unfortunately there cal~cu~ would keep the · "The oak tree is solid," 
seats. · weren't any local issues maJonty.) Emmer said of perceived 

HouseDFLers with85 included or we would • Rep, - Ray Vandeveer, core-Republican values. 
seats, can pass a bonding hav~ ,~on," said Hou~e R-Forest La~ce, who sue- "In a storm like Nov. 
bill by themselves even if MaJonty Leader ~~-ik cessfully switched from 7, you expect to lose a 
every House Republican • Paulsen, R-Eden Prame. t~e H<?use t? Senate ele?- few branches," he said of 
votes against it. Wardlow ~ sole tlon mght, is less certam the party. 
· R bl' • · · the House Republican Abeler ·compared the epu ican sm vivor m . • - But the trunk shouldn't · 

· · · · D1'st1·1·ct 38 Se11 M1'ke rout can be easily pack- . meq mty to a GEO takmg - , · snap unless . the core 1s 
=== =======:::=====:=:=.==::-,::=c-:-·..-.:··:c:···,=== -=-:c::=:·-~-==cc,• -~ -.c:,_·-·-:-·· · · ·· - ·-------· · · 

rotten, said Emmer. 
The first thing 

Minnesota Republicans 
need fo do is decide who 
they are, he said. 

And then plant a seed, 
Emmer said. 

Vandeveer, too, point
ed . to perceived failings 

· within the Republican 
Party - the national 
debt, for instance. 

"The base doesn't 
appreciate that at all," 
said Vandeveer. 

Whatever the reasons, 
House Republicans will 
be the minority party 

· next session. 
Some look at this 

unwanted status as not as 
bad as perhaps might be 
imagined. 

"You can be the minor
ity and · accomplish a 
great deal," s_aid Ozment, 
who speaks from legisla
tive experience. 

. House Republicans 
can meaningfully con
tribute, he said. _ 

But .they have to be 
willing to let the credit go 
elsewhere al).d that's fine, 
said Ozment. · 

"I would fully expect 
to be dealt with fairly," he 
said oflifeunderincoming 
House Speaker Margaret 

, Anderson Kelliher, DFL
Minneapolis. 

Tingelstad, too, said 
it's possible to achieve 
things in the minority 
- she was in the minor
ity her first term and had 
a productive session, she 
s~d. ' · 

Plus, Tingelstad has 

been a voice of bipartisan
ship at the Legislature. 

"They'll (the opposi
tion) have that in mind 
when things take a turn," 
she said. 

What is the 
morale among House 
Republicans? 

"I was really down two 
days ago," said Wardlow, 
speaking only two days 
after the election. · 

"Now I'm really excit
ed about the -next elec
tion,"he said. Realistically 
regaining the majority 
will likely take more than 
one election, Wardlow 
said. · 

"I'm the only conser
vative-left standing," said 
Wardlow, who attributes_ 
his election win in part 
to an endorsement from 
Educ~ion Minnesota -
an uncommon thing for a 
Republican to get. 

Paulsen described his 
caucus as experiencing 
a degree a "shellshock," 
but was philosophical 

The pendulum swings 
in politics and it will 
swing back, he said. 

How soon might 
House Republicans 
regain the majority? 

That depends on the 
actions of House D FLers, 
some suggested. 
_ "I don't think it (the 

. election) was a mandate 
to act belligerent or spend 
like crazy," Vandeveer 
said. · 

T W. Budig is at: 
tiln. budig@ecm-inc.com 
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I Identify theft 

wJ1tare waiting period 
Tempers flared Monday 

when the Minnesota House 
debated" a welfare waiting 

: periocl for 'iiew Minnesoja 
residents. 

The representatives. passed 
the bill 94-37 after amending 
it to prohibit welfare recipi
ents from using their elec
tronic benefit cards to buy 
cigarettes and alcohol. The 
amendment also requires 
recipients to pay transactiQn 
fees to cover the cost of the 
cards. 

. Several Democrats said the 
move is, mean-spirited and · . 
punishes the poor. - · 
_ "If we took all the people · 
that smoke and drink and · _ 
shot the:rµ,all, we'd have 
some savin~, too," said Rep. • -

, ___ Loren Solb~, DFL-Graiia-- : 
Rapids. "" -· 

The bill from Rep. Tom • 
Emmer, . R-l)elan·o, would -give 
60 percent of general assis
tance to new childless resi
dents (<?!" their first 90 days in ~
the -statel. :After that, they _ 
could get Jhe full benefit - a 
maximum of $203_ monthly for 
single adults, $260 for child-
less couples. -· J; 

An amendment from Rep. • : 
Tony Sertich, DF"'.trChisholm, -
would allow veterans, the 
mentally ill, people with dis
abilities and displaced home
makers to get full benefits 
immediately. 

The Minnesota Senate 
united Monday to approve 
safeguards against identity 
theft for consumers and to 
provide help for victims who 
are trying to _clean up their 
records. · 

The bill, from Sen. Dan • 
Sparks, DFL-Austin, would 
allow Minnesotans to put 
security freezes on their 

-credit reports qnd control 
_ :who gets the information. It 

· · ~~sed 65-0. _ · , 
i I Other provisions include~"" 

· :: database of innocent victims -
of identity theft, .accessible to 
law enfor.ceinent; the ability 
fot c911~wners to block:por
tions of credit reports-related 
fo identity theft; and stronger 
notification requirenients for 

· business security breaches 
that could expose consumers 
to identity theft. 

"This crime affects pe·ople 
of all ages and all areas of 
the state," Sparks said. 

~ 
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Voter turnout 
is already low; 
· politicians are 
wasting effort 
. Lawmakers should concentrate· on 
ways to get more peopte to the polls 

After seeing local voter turnout nqt even reach 
· 30 percent this fall despite some stellar 
St .. Cloud-area races,it's hard to understand why 
two state legislators plan to renew their push for 
requinngvotersto provide government-issued · 
photo ID cards at the polls. 

This would be a definite downer to voter turn
out 

So instead of advocating for a bad solution to 
-a problem, Republican Reps. Toro Ernm..ex:1of • 
Delano arid Joe Hoppe of Chaska should find 
creative ways to get more people to vote. 
' That would certainly be more constituent

friendlythan touting a proposal for what can be 
described ohly as another wedge issue. 

Don't kid yourself: This is a w~dge issue in 
Minnesota. l 

As the pair said in announcing their plans Jan. 
25, voter fraud is not a pressing concern here. 

So why then take up legislators' time and Min
nesotans' tax dollars debating it? 

More importantly, the arguments for it are 
heavy oh symbolism and hunches but somewhat 
light on facts. 
. For .example, it's hard to get a clear picture na- ·11 

tionwide about voter fraud. 
Even the Commission ori ·Federal Election 

Reform, wlµch unfortunately suppo~:·picture 
II>s, admowledges.'evidence of fraud ~t the polls 

. . . 

isJhin> · • ·, ·:: . ·~~ _ .. · ~ 

Proponents; ~e~while, talktip the pi~ture ID 
as 'a cure-aif for voter fraud. How Gome? · 

The sad reality is tnat whether it's voting .or 
robbing a bank; any person determined to break 
the law is going to· find~ way to do it. A picture 
ID )Vil]. no~ stop thim: .. : ,, .. . , . . . . .• ·. ... . . 

Not to mention that only seven states require 
photo IDs, so it's hard to determine their effec-
tiveness. .. . , · · _:::~1,~, · . 

More importanti:'if\'t.~ don't know the1evel 
and impact of fraucfrtowJµ,ow are we supposed 
to ·determine in a few yearl;~hether picture-ID · 
rules have reduced it? ""'',·· 

It's also worth noting that picture IDs have 
virtually no impact,on absentee ballots, which . 
many national ele~tlon -experts say are most 
prone to frau& ·· · · 

Given the l~k of compelling evidence of a 
problem; it makes no serise to implement a new 
voter-registration stand~d that will undoubt
edly disenfranchise people who don't h~ve a · 

. driver's license ~ the .most commonly accepted 
pictuteID. · · 

These groups will certainly include_ the poor, 
the elderly and minorities .. ··. . . 

According to the M~waukee Sentinel Journal, 
at.least one study done recently in Wisconsin 
· found that minorities living in urban areas were 
much less likely to have a driver's license, pass
port or state ID cards. 

And then, of course, there is the latest Georgia 
.photo-ID law. 

After having one· proposal tossed by the courts 
because it charged residents $35 for a state-issue 
photo ID, the state just adopted a measure that 
requires the photo IDs but makes them free of 
·charge. · 

The law also eliminates several forms of identi
fication accepted at the polls such as Sodal Secu
rity cards, birth certificates and utility bills. 

Does Minnesota really need - or even want 
- to head down a similar path? 

Tell your legislators no and urge them to find 
ways to get more, not less, people to the polls. 

@ 
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®·.·Contract on medical rides criticized 
• Critics in both major parties cited problems in other states with 
the Missouri transportation firm or service delays in Minnesota. 

· right thing, done it the right way." waits for rides. 
But at least one Republican op- _?- feel really bad about it," . said 

By PAT.DOYLE 
pdoyle@startribune.com 

poses ..the contract, and said deci- yl{ep. Duke Powell, R-Burnsville. 
But the Department of Human sions on whether to continue with Lois Glasgow, a nurse who runs a 

· STAR TRIBUNE· OCT 6 
Services defended its reliance on the firm should no longer be left up . group home, on Thursday described 
Medical Transportation Manage- to the department. her difficulty arranging a ride for a 
ment (MTM) of St. Louis as a sue- . "I think we need to snap some bu- client earlier thisweek. "I was on the A firm that was investigated on al

legations of Medicaid fraud in Mis
souri is doing millions of dollars of 
business with Minnesota state gov
ernment, and DFL legislators called 

cessful cost-saving measure. reaucrats right in the rear end and phone for an hour," she said. 
The firm arranges transportation mak~em stand up and take no- She said that when she didn't have 

for poor people on nonemergency ~" said Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Del- to work through a broker, she could 
trips from nursing homes to doc- ano. set up a ride in 30 seconds. 

; on · the Pawienty administration 
Thursday to cancel the contract. • 

"This company has no place 
• in..,,M'innesota," . said Rep. Barbara 
\.,Goodwin, DFL-Columbia Heights. . · 

tor's offices and pharmacies.· · Another Republican, who sup- Ludeman said such complaints 
"We · aggressively monitor this ports the concept of the state con- are reiatively unusual. 

· contract every day," said Cal Lude- tracting out nursing home transpor
man, acting Human Services com- tation to a private company, said he 
missioner. "We think we've done the is troubled by complaints about long 

Company continues: 
ing the company in 20 

Some critiCs wantcontract tobe canceled 
◄ COMPANY FRE:;/ 

At issue is the performance of MTM, a 
broker that pays transportation vendors 
to provide the rides. 

The state has paid $19 . million for the 
· services over two years. Most of the mon

~y went to the vendors; but MTM got $2.8 
· million for its administrative role, accord
ing to Human Services. 

Minnesota began contracting with the 
broker in the summer of 2004 in an effort 
to reduce the expense of medical trans
portation. Previously the department 
paid vendors directly. The state expand
ed the company's contract this year. 

Last year the company agreed to pay 
Missouri $2.4 million to end an attorney 
general's investigation there into allega
tions of antitrust violations and Medic-

. aid fraud. The attorney general ~ad al-

-

leged that th~ company billed at higher 
rates than were justified and in one case 

. charged the state for three trips suppos-· 
edly take11 by a person who had died days 
before . . 

Missouri Gov. Matt Blunt said the set
tlement was inadequate, adding, "By bilk
ing the system MTM hurt low-income 
Missourians." 

In a statement Thursday, Alaina Ma
cia, president and CEO of MTM, . said, 
"There were no findings of any fault or 
any violations of law" by the company in 
Missouri. 

Macia said that in Minnesota the firm 
has increased rides for nursing home res
idents and reduced state costs. 

Powell defended the use of a broker to 
arrange rides, saying that there were al
legations of fraudulent billing when ven
dors dealt directly with the state and that 

the department' was unable to contain 
costs. . · , . , 
. . Goodwin ah~RonLatz, DFt:St. 
Louis Park, said the firm also has -had 
probl~ms in Pennsylvania and Ohio·'ttfat 
resulted in cancellations of contracts;•·,.,. 

They were joined at a news confe:i;etice 
Thursday by vendors complaining:alJ.qµt 
being shortchanged by MTM, as weU as 
c_riticism from medical workers an~;

1
~pf1-

.tlent who complained about growing de-
lays for getting rides. · .. · - ' · 

Ludeman said the state has received 60 
complaints for every 5,400 to 5,800 trips 
per month, which he said was a good,per
formance. 

Pat Doyle• 651-222-1210 



Y.._1./ 

ANOKA COUNTY UNION 
ANOKA,MN 

WEEKLY 5,100 
MAR 24 2006 

I IIIIIII Ill llllllll lllll Ill lllll llll lllll llllll 1111111111111 
M'NNESODI CL/,e.c!"NG SERWCE 

10 .25844 xw 

.. E?::+ [J l c-.._j O 7 vt . , , v 

Charges· of racism fly 
over · identification 
of voters ·at the polls 
By T.W. BUDIG 
Capitol Reporter 
·-

A voter identification 
bill a lawmaker styled as 
nonpartisan divided a 
House committee March 
15 and sparked a charge 
of racism in a hallway 
confrontation. 

R.ep, Tom Emrfier, • 
R-Delano, took his bill, 
which requires voters to 
provide proof of citizen
ship when registering to 
vote and registered voters · 
to show a photo ID when 
voting, to the House 
Civil Law -and Elections 
Committee. 

Democracy is in dan
ger when voters don't 
trust the election process, 
Emmer said. 

That was · exactly the 
case, he said. 

Several people testified 
on behalf of Emmer's 
bill. 

Mike_.~ McCarthy, of 
the Secretary of State's 
Office, said the legisla
tion addressed issues that 
voters have expressed 
concerns about to the 
Secretary of State~ 
Office. 

Secretary of State 
Mary Kiffmeyer supports 
the use of photo IDs at 
the polls. 

Diana Bradley saiq. 
that the provision requir
ing proof of citizenship 
wasn't overly stringent 

, - birth certificates, pass-
1 ports or . naturalization 
l papers could be used 
under the bill to establish 
citizenship. · 

Early immigrants to 
Minnesota took such 
pride in their citizenship 
that . they knew exactly 
where their · naturaliza
tion certificate were, she · 
said: 

·at the -,._.,, ,· 
capito1··_ ;::}V t li'.:\t( '\/~ . - : 
_ "We're talking about 

the integrity of voting 
booth," Bradley said. 

But a longer list of 
critics appeared before 
the committee than bill 
supporters. 

Cindy Reichert, direc-
. tor of elections for the 
city of Minneapolis, said 
her staff helped . some 
1,200 nursing home resi
dents to vote and believes 
the majority of these resi
dents would have been 
unable to under the leg
islation. 

Nursing home resi
dents are encouraged not 

. to bring important docu
ments to nursing home; 
she said. 

· Rev. Randolph Staten 
of the Coalition of Black 
Churches said the bill was 
unneeded and. immoral. 

Voter fraud is not a 
problem in Minnesota, 
Stanton and other bill 
critics charged. 

Following the hear
ing, · Staten confronted 
Emmer in the State Office 
Building hallway, saying 
the impact of Emmer's 
legislation was "absolute
ly racist." 

. "You're spitting on the 
graves of my ancestors 
with that kind of junk," 
said Staten. 

• Rep. Keith Ellison, 
DFL-Minneapolis, said 
"this is voter suppression, 
pure and simple." 
· Ellison, a black law

maker, is a member · of 
the.House Civil Law and 
Elections Committee. 

He depicted Emmer's 
bill as wedge-issue leg
islation pushed· by 
Republican leaders in 

Washington. 
.Emmer called Ellison's 

comments unfortunate. 
He introduced the bill 
months ago, Emmer 
said. 

"I'm not going to say 
we have rampant voter 
fraud in Minnesota-we 
don't," he said. 

But he now believes 
voter fraud in Minnesota 
is more ·common than 
when he first introduced 
the bill, sa~d Emmer. 

Bill opponents were 
overdramatizing the 
impact of the bill, Emmer 
said. 

The bill passed the 
committee on a partisan 
vote, bµt not without 
c_o~troversy. 

Rep. Chris 
• DeLaForest, R-Andover, 

committee · vice cl).air
man, recessed the com
mittee for five minutes 
before taking the vote 
because one Republican 
lawmaker was absent. 

Democrats charged 
that recessing a commit
tee in order to gain the 
vote of a missing law
maker is highly unusual. 

Ellison called it a 
"cynical move." 

Emmer's legislation 
now goes to the House 
floor for a possible vote. 

Emmer would not pre
dict that it would pass, 
but he hoped so. 

. Currently, voters are 
not required to show 
photo IDs and can reg
ister using a number of 
different methods. 

T. W Rudig is at: 
tim. budig@ecm-inc.com 
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EnZmir\ ~oto identification voting propoSai 
gains opponents but Kiffmever's support 
ByT.W. BUDIG 
Capit_ol Reporter 

Emmer of the proposal. 

A .state lawmaker wants pre- Currently in Minnesota a 
sen ting a form of photo ID part voter can simply sign their riame 
of voting. . . next.to tbe printed name on the 

voter's · list and cast a' ballot. 
• . Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, 
·· said the photo ID legisiation he 

wants to become law is "proac
tive" in nature. 

Peoply seeking to register on 
election day can use a driver's 
license or other forms of ID. If 

· the form has an o_ld address, a 
"We're not going to wait . . utility bill can be used to help 

until we have a problem (with . establish residency. 
voting)," said Emmer. 

A registered voter in the pre-
As proposed,. voters would cinct can also vouch for the 

need to show election judges person _ vouch for up to 15· 
a form of photo ID -'- federal, others. 
state, tribal -:-- before casting 
a vote. Beth Fraser, public policy 

director for Minnesota Alliance 
Someone without . a photo for Progressive Action, rejects 

ID would. be r~qu_i;ed to sign the photo ID initiative. 
an affidavit affirmmg they are 

"You have a right to v_ote," the person listed on the voting 
register. she said. 

Those who refuse to sign . · The proposed legislation is 
would not be a!Jowed to vote. needless, Fraser said. 

Some seven states-Florida, .. Sen. John Hottinger, DFL-St. 
Georgia, . Hawaii, Indiana, Peter, a member of the Senate 
Louisiana, South Carolina and Elections Committee, said the 
South Dakota • __:_ require a · photo ID initiative would sei-ve 
photo ID to vote, according to to suppress voter turnout. 
Emmer. · And it's needless, he said. 

"This is not going to exclude; "M~nnesota has not had a prob
this is going to include," said lem with voter fraud," said 

. . 

This is not going to exclude; this is going 
to include . . 

Rep. Tom Emnier 
R-Delano 

ECM photc> by T. W. Budig 
Rep. Tcim Emmer, A-Delano, is proposing photo IDs be required 
for voting. 

Hottinger. 

The proposed legislation 
would place hardships on seniors 
and college students, he . said. 
Hottinger found it ironic that at 
a time when the United States 
was trying to foster democracy 
across the earth the Minnesota 
Legislature was being asked to 
restrict voting access. 

Secretary of State Mary 
Kiffmeyer supports th~ idea of 
· requiring a photo ID to vote. 

The most common complaint 
· her office receives comes from 
voters upset that a photo ID is 

not currently required i_n the 
state, said Kiffmeyer. 

Voter fraud occurs more fre
quently than oppcinents · of the 
photo ID initiative admit, she 
said. 

Kiffmeyer called the photo 
ID proposal "common sense." 

Lawmakers had come · close 
to passing a provision in the 
past, she said. 

"This could be the year," said 
KiffII,J.eyer. · 

T W. Biidig is at: 
tim.budig@ecm-inc.com 
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Niew·limits in 'newborn genetic testing' are urged 
■ ·Coon Rapids couple b8:~k proposed legislation 
by T.W. Budig . 

· ECM capitol reporter 

A Coon Rapids couple 
appeared at the Capitol Feb. 13 
to suppprt tighter restrictions on 
"newb.dm genetic testing." 

Bob and Carla Taepke of 
Coon Rapids support legisla-

AT A GLANCE 

A Coon Rapids couple 
are backing state legisla
tion that would place new 
limits .on "newborn genet
Jc_ t~stlng:• ·. 

tion spon~ored by. Reps_:.~ ,fj/,IY~• out" of newborn screening alto-
. Liz_ Holbet&, R-Lake:ville, • and gether or agree to the screen
·tam' · Emmer, R-belano, that ing on condition the baby's tis
would have parents "opt-in" for sue/blood samples be destroyed 
newborn screening rather than after two years. 
"opt-out." But Bob Taepke and other 

About 70,500 1'-4innesota parents at the press conference 
newborns each year are screened charged that hospital staff never 
for more than 50 health risks by informed them of their rights 
the Minnesota Department of under state law regarding new
Health - cards with newborn born screening'. 

· ?lood samples brighten shelves "There's a problem with the 
m. a health department labora- . administration of the law," said · 
tory. · Bob Taepke. · 

Newborn screening has been 
carried out since 1965. 

The first testing . was · for 
phenyketonuria, or PKU, a 
metabolism disorder linked 
with mental retardation. 

Each week two or three 
babies are detected as facing 
health risks by the health depart
ment lab. 

The lab tests for early onset 
diseases or conditions - it does 
not test for long-term genetic 
problems. 

. Parents currently can "opt-

"Frankly, I believe it's being 
disregarded." 

Although their daughter's 
second birthday is five weeks 
away - theoretically, the date 
her tissue/blood samples · will 
be destroyed - the Taepkes are 
worried that won't happen. 

"How do we know they will 
be destroyed," he said. 

Holberg has heard "over and . 
over and over" from parents 
of newborns that they did not 
know about their rights under 
state law, she said. 

The field of genetics is 
advancing so rapidly, Holberg 
said, that it's hard for lawmakers 
to keep up with the advances. 

"We're not ahead of the curve 
by any means,'' she said. 

There . is a need for caution, 
Holberg said. 

. Deputy Commissioner of 
Health Lynda Boudreau said that 
if it'sJietermined more training 
of hospital staff on the state law 
r~garding newborn screening is 
needed, it will be carried out. 

But Boudreau was concerned 
that an "opt-in" approach to new
born screening - the need for 

' . 'paperwork that it could engen
der - could result in fewer 
newborns being screened. 

"It's just very, very impor
tant," said Boudreau of newborn 
screening. 

Since the current law went 
into effect in July 2003, only 
10 parents have opted-out of 
the screening program while 
five have -requested their new- . 
borns' blood/tissue samples 
be destroyed after two years, 
according to ·Boudreau. 

She believes these. parents' 
wishes will faithfu_lly be car
ried, Boudreau said. 

"It's something we're obli- . 
gated to do," she said. 

Boudreau is a former, conser
vative member of the Minnesota 

Bob Taepke of Coon Rapids spoke at a Capitol press ~onference in favor of le·gislation 
aimed at tightening state law pertaining to newborn screening. Taepke is flan~ed by 
the two local House members pm~hing the bill in-the Hou~e; Re~. Mary Liz Holberg, 
A-Lakeville, and Rep. Tom ~rnmer-, R-Dela~o. 

House. 
She is currently trying to 

determine just . how long the'. 
newborn screening bio-sam
ples will be kept by the health 
· department. 

"I think it's really indefi- . 
nitely," said Boudreau of the 
.priv·ate,data. 

Twila Brase, president of the 
conservatiVy health care policy 

t.organization Citizens' Council 
on Health ·care, said parents 

nee_d to lcnow the testing being 
done . by the health department 
is genetic testing. 

"Every parent needs the right 
to say 'no' to government genet

. ic testing," shy sa~d. 
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'State Board dismisses 
complaint on Dittrich 

. . 

■ Property ownership near commuter rail the issue 
by·T.W. Budig .. :. 
ECM capitol reporter 

A complaint filed · against 
Rep. Denise Dittrich, DFL- • 
Champlin, by two Republican 
lawmakers has been dismissed 
by the Campaign Finance and 
Public Disclosure Board. 

AT A GLANCE 
by a property in downtown 
Minneapolis in which Dittrich 
has a financial interest. 

The Minnesota But Dittrich said the prop-
Campaign Finance and erty was in her husband's 
Public Disclosure Board name, that he had a relatively 
has dismissed a com- small financial interest in it 
pl_ai~t against Rep. Denise . and that the precedent for 
Dittrich ~ver property a property owner voting for 

In a statement Dittrich a ownedrship near the .P
1 
r,~- Northstar had already been 

. ' . ' pose commuter ra1 me 
fl~st-~erm lawmaker, said the and her vote on the state set. 
d1snnssal was expected. bonding bill. Dittrich . said she hadn't 

· "Constituents in my dis- ..._ ____ .....;_ _____ ...J even needed to disclose . the 
trict are fed up with political • Rep. Kurt Zellers, R-Maple property at 333 N. Washington 
bickering and mudslingingt • Grove, and Rep. Tom.Emmer, Ave. in ·Minneapolis on her 
said Dittrich. . · R-Delano, filed the complaint financial disclosure form, but 

"I hope my political oppo- earlier this fall after me?ia did S? as "a ~rail of why" s.he 
nents respect this ruling and reports app~ared concerm~g _abstamed :-7otmg on the Twms 
join me in . discussing educa- th~ owners~p of prol?er~y 1~ ballpark bill. . 
tion, health care and trans- Mmneapohs~and Pittnch s Dittrich voted . for the 
portation - the real issues vot_ys on ~ orthstar Commuter bonding bill last session 
that deserve our attention " Rail fundmg. · which contained $60 million 
she said. ' The two Republicans sug- · . in Northstar funding. 

The board made the deci- geSted Dittrich ~ould . have . Dittrich's House district 
sio,n _tp c;lisrn,i_~§ ,the.compl.aint, p_erso.~allr ?.enefited fman- includes a portion of Coon 
against Dittrich at its Sept. 15 cially by nei Norths_tar votes Rapids~· 
meeting. as the proposed . lme qms 

v 
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Ethics panel dears Dittrich, 
drops Entenza complaint 
• The state campaign ethics board cleared Rep: Denise Dittrich 
of charges brought by Republica.I,1.s and said a complaint against 
former House DFL Leader Matt_ Entenza has become moot 

~TAR TRIBUNE · SEP '0 · W, • · . ·. . . 
By PAT DOYLE • pdoyfe@s'rartrioune.com be built even though her husband be-
. · . . . · . .· •. . · longed to a limited partnership that 

· The Minnesota campaign ethics · had aii interest in the parcel 
board said Tuesday that it need not In July, state Republican ·chair
deterinine whe~r former House man ~on Car~y accused Entenza of 
DFL Leadel\.Matt Entenza was re- breaking ethics laws 
quired to disclose the $40,000 cost byfailing to report the 
of his · investigation into Attorney cost as a campaign ex-· 
General Mike Hatch and other pol- pense on his January 
iticians. · report to the board. 

. In another ruling, · the ethics - But the panel said 
· · board dismissed a Republican com-• . the merits of the case 

plaint againsta DFL legislator who · became moot when Dittrich 
pushed for the Northstar commut- Entenza amended his 
er line. . · , report in. September to include the 
· ]:be board ~aid . Rep. Denise '.: :expense. 

\.,Blttrich, DFL-Chainplin, had no fi- . ·· · :· ; · . .· . E · 
nancial interest iii downtown Min7 ,/. Ethics continues: GOP h d alleged 
neapolis land where a station coulc. interest conflict by Dittri . B4 ► 

. Campaign ethics panel dears Dittrich 
◄ ETHic;,s FR@d No:rthstar legislation and vot- ment in June to run for the of

ed for the commuter rail line · fice, but withdrew under pres
"The expenditures that are in 2005. She issued a statement sure to disclose more informa-

the subject of this complaint Tuesday suggesting that the ac- , tioil about the cost of his inves
have now been reported as · 91Sations by Carey and Reps. tigation . . 
campaign expenditures," the ""Kurt Zellers, R-Maple Grove, Entenza's campaign attor
board said in dismissing the \.,;ilild Tom Emmer, R-Delano, ney Alan Weinblatt argued 
complaint. "Therefore, it is not amounted to "political bicker- · Tuesday that the findings of 
necessary for the board to de- ing and mud-slinging." the campaign finance board 
cide whether [state. law] re- The call last month for the "vindicated" the former House 
quired such reporting." . investigation came as Repub- minority leade.r. 

Republicans had accused licans eyed Dittrich's seat as When it amended the report 
Dittrich of violating state dis- among 15 to 18 held by DFLers in September, Enteilza's camp 

i closure laws for public offi- they consider vulnerable in the insisted it didn't need to do so 
j cials by failing to report her November elections. because the Chicago firm was 
. husband's interest in the I-acre The complaint against paid several months before he 
parking lot on or near land se- · Entenza came after the Star became a candidate for attor-
lected for a station platform. Tribune reported in July that ney general. · 

. But the board ruled that be- . he had · hired a Chicago re- · Carey countered . that the 
cause Dittrich's husband be- search firm to conduct a probe am.ended report "seems almost 
came involved in the partner- of public records on Hatch in an admission that he knows he 
ship before their marriage she 2005, when Entenza was con- violated the law and is hoping 
did not have to report his in- sidering a bid for attorney gen- to .ask for leniency." 
terest. eral. 

Dittrich sponsored Entenza won D FL endorse- Pat Doyle• 651-222-1210 

~ 



GOP up-and-comers named 
to Houseleadership posts 

STAR TRIBUNE NOV 2 4 'Ot, · . · . 
Two junior House Repub

licans were named to caucus 
leadership positions Wednes
day by newly elected Minori
ty Leader Marty Seifert. 

Rep. Tom Emmer of .Dela
no, elected to . a 
second term this 
month, will be the 
deputy minority 
leader. Rep. Den- · 
ny McNamara, 

. of Hastings, .will 
·· Marty .✓ start his third. 

Siefert term in January 
as minority whip. 

Seifert, R-Marshall, beat 
Emmer and two other GOP leg
islators for the minority leader's 
post 1l days after the Nov. 7 elec
tion, which turned a 6~-member . 
GOP House majority into a 49-
member minority. In a news re
le~e, Seifert praised'th,e "leader
ship skills, business and legal ex-

perience" of both nominees~ 
Emmer, a -lawyer, drew at

tention during his freshman 
term for sponsoring contro
versial measutes to require 
castration of some sex of
fenders and picture identifi
cation for voters. Neither be
came law~ McNamara, a land
scape contractor, has success
fully backed state investments 
in the Northstar commuter rail 
project and a new University of 
Minnesota football stadium. 

CONRAD DeFIEBRE 
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GOP group taKes mm 
at health care fraud 
Lawniakers speak after public hearing 
BY JEREMY OLSON 

Pioneer Press 

PWN.EER PRESS ·SPP ?fl '™' 
Minnesota neeas t&' get 

tougher on people who fraudu
lently obtain public health 
benefits and other state assis
tance, a group of Republican 
lawmakers said Wednesday. 

As the costs of public pro
grams such as Medical Assis
tance have skyrocketed in 
. recent years, "the tolerance 
level for fraud in the public ... 
h~gone down," said Rep. 

\)('Iatt Dean, R-Dellwood. 
Dean and three other 

Republican lawmakers spoke 
after a two-hour public hear
ing in which state and county 
fraud inveetigators detailed 
how some people either mis
takenly or intentionally abuse 
the state's public assistance 
programs. 

They recommended 13 
reforms, including tougher 
sentences for people who dis
tribute false identification · 
cards and for those who use 
those cards to obtain benefits. 
They also wanted a require
ment that people apply in per
son for public health pro
grams, to deter applicants 
from lying on their applica
tions . or prevent them from 
making innocent mistakes. 

The most common abuses 
occur when people lie about 
their income, assets, or family 
or spousal situations, said Tim 
DesMarais, an investigator 
with the Stearns County Sher
iff's Department. He also said 
during the hearing that some 
illegal immigrants are able to 
obtain low-income benefits 
using their real names, 
because they used false names 
to earn jobs and paychecks. 

The state does provide lim
ited health benefits to undocu
mented women who are preg
nant. The exact number of 
illegal immigrants receiving 
improper benefits is unclear . 

There were roughly 8,000 
administrative reviews last 
year of irregularities in public 

benefits, and 45 percent 
exposed fraud, said Ramona 
Scarpace of the state's Depart
ment of Human Services. In 
addition, there were more 
than 2,200 criminal investiga
tions, and 60 percent proved 
that people had received bene
fits illegally. 

The state collected more 
than $2 million last year from 
people who received improper 
benefits by diverting money 
they were supposed to receive 
through federal programs or 
tax returns, Scarpace said at 
the hearing. The collections 
program has netted $19.7 mil
lion since it was started, she 
added. 

Lawmakers intend to raise 
their suggestions in the next 
legislative session. 

None of the . Republican 
lawmakers called for 
increased state spending, 
though they noted the invest
ment might pay for itself. 
Scarpace reported that every 
$1 spent on administrative 
reviews of fraud brings $5 
back_)efthe state. · 
~ep. Tom Emmer, R

Delano, said the state needs to 
place a higher priority on elim
inating fraud. He was frustrat
ed to learn that efforts to mon
itor abuses in the state's 
MinnesotaCare program have 
been slowed by hiring prob-
1.ems. 

"We need to protect these 
benefits for those who truly 

· neeg,them," he said. · 
~ep. Barbara Goodwin, 

DFL-Columbia Heights, said 
· people needing public assis
tance are already reluctant 
because of the negative percep
tion that they are somehow 
cheating the system. She said 
the state should focus more on 
the providers of health care, 
welfare and day-care services 
who have opportunities to bilk 
far more money from the state. 

"We're not really address
ing · the people that get the 
most money out of the taxpay
ers on this," she said. 

@) 
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;Seif erttolead House GOP 
' . ' . . 

. . 

BYPATRICK SWEENEY - since 1993, did :riot seek a an eagerness to defend the · 
. flGNH~~f PtffS~rft(jy ; 19 '06 leadership post. . Republican· policy agenda. 

_ '/ - . In 2004~ House Republicans In 2005, he single-handedly 
VState Rep. Marty S.eifert,· a' lost 13 seats to Democrats. This conducted a -rare House fili
self-described "mainstream con- . ·y;ear, they lost 19 more. · buster, speaking on a variety of 
servative" from Marshall, was Democrats . riow outnumber inconsequential subjects for 30 
elected ·Saturday, as. leader of Republici:ms 85-49 in the House. · minutes while Republican 
the Minnesota House Republi- Seifert, 34; grew up .on a · leaders failed to change votes· 
cans, who cascaded into the graill and hog farm near -to defeat · a gas tax increase. 
minority after the election. · . Clements, . Minn., graduated - Republican Gov. Tim Pawlenty · 1 

Seifert, an administrator at (rom · Southwest Minnesota eventually vetoed the increase. 
Southwest . ·Minnesota · State State, taught high school social In a news conference, Seifert 
University, was elected miriori- • ·· studies in Marshall and was . l:lP€dicted Seri Larry Pogemiller, 
ty leader on the third ballot by . elected to the House in l996.1ri .. Var ~Mimieapolis, the new DFL 
House Republicans meeting_in 1999, he went to work· in the majority leader in _ the. Senate, 

. E%ail: He defeated Rep. Erik admissions . -department -: of and Pawlenty would soon clash 
l)'aulsen, of · Eden -·Prairie, the Southwest Minnes~ta State~ . on tax and budget issues. 

·current second-ranking leader He said he will take a leave "The honeymoon between 
iri. the Republican caucus, and from that job while he is minor- the governor · and Larry 
~o . other candidates: Rep. · ity leader. · Pogemiller will make Britney 

\/Steve Smith, of Mound, and . "Obviously, it's a new face, . · Spears' first marriage look like 
~p: Tom Emmer of Delano. · _ it's a fresh start," Seifert said of a · long-t~rm · relationship," 
_ . __ ,.,..-House Speaker Steve Svig- his election. Seifert said. He was referring .. 
Vgum~ who has led the House In his decade · in the House, - to the pop singer's two-day 

Republicans·~ first as minori- Seifert demonstrated a talent · marriage, .later annµlled, to a · 
ty leader and then as speaker -for partisan floor debate and childhood friend . 

(!Ji) 



l House 
GOPpicks 
Seifert as 
new leader 
•Rep.Marty Seifert of Marshall 
pledged to stand with Gov. 
Pawlenty and to work with the · 
DFL "where it's appropriate." 

STAR TRIBUNI= . NOV; 19 '06 
By SHARON sc'HMiCKLE 
sschmickle@startribune.com 

· . Rep. Marty ~eifert of Marshall won 
a four-way competition on Saturday 
to lead the Republicans in the Min
nesota House of Representatives -
marking, he said, a fresh start for 
the.caucus, which lost control of the 
chamber in this month's elections. 

. After the 'GOP saw its 68-66 major-
ity give way to an 85-49 DFL advan

tage for the 2007 legisla
tive session, the remain
ing House Republicans 
engaged in hours of in
tense soul-searching be
fore Seifert won unani
mously on the fourth 
ballot. 

Seifert described the 
dynamic that led to his 

selection as "fairly somber." The cau
cus saw the decision as an act of re
vival, he said, and it vowed to play a 
larger role than simply being naysay.,
ers to the DFL agenda. 

"We matter in Minnesota; we are 
going to stand together as a caucus 
and a team with our governor," he 
said. 

House continues: ~eifert i entifi s a 
"a mrunstream conservati ." B9► 
Related.: House DFLers have e ed. six 
assistant leaders from suburban and 
rural districts. B9 

Republicans pick Seifert as leader 
•.•.••)•i·••ii< > ... ; ~r:r r:r". t .~>1?•·•>·•· /. •··•·< • \···••··•· > ,·· .. ,~,~1,t~1~1t~,~~:!!l:Jt~l~it' aEe £:ll11a.JJsUOttroafi mixture<·••· _· -· 

Rather than looking back at 
reasons for the losses, Seifert 

' outlined an agenda he plans 

. :i:::=:.!a;t;:~:. ~&~~=~ r:;i,£~~IJ~~~~iliti~'.~~~1~W~~'~I~~t ,[:\tl: 
tion accountability while at the }~.~$~~~~1~~~t!~~9~t~ #2~~:t;tBm;p~~?r:m-~™~t.ri.qt~(,./ 
same time.funding [schools] to i \~l~t~Jll.~t~P~~~t,~g#~l~,ty~~~fl.1'~f ~Jff:W~Af},f(:~~( '.j 
their needs ... health care re- ····•,s~.9.)V~l:>?1;:µlC~.]?.<l}Yyl:ffi tlj,~ §5fll1~:rppe.rc_a~cµs aci:q~~<·•·· 
form." · .s,t~t~~4~:g9n~tit~~:n._qt~~· . <•·•.····••··•.••···••i·;·.i·.·\·••··•·••••·· ... •<·>· > c ,.t ... 

The DFL majorities have .·. ~~J<'.«t~e.,;~~~r~PPM~~~P~]Y"¥ajq:rit:¥.~e.~f~J."? .•. 
chosen two Minneapolis leg-. :}1}?~Y\§.~l1½.5P.5?~~~~P:9~s~Pf..~~.~~tm-g.~~~'!tQJ:\~Br/?· 
islators as House and ·Senate ' FLJR¥!-,'~~1-;gp~l;tgl~~Kt!1~i~~~.~$,~tl~.a,~~~!~Je.f~~<i~pt~q,rr .; 
leaders, J.3.ep. Margaret An- ii~y;g~?/f9~tffg~~g~~B\?~~!¥:S9~}~f!~~.~~~r!q!~f:%!1~r;>·.· 
derson\Kelliher and Sen. Lar- • iij~~~~~PM?~s:~P;~~.~~Y:~;9:f~.fB~[.~Y'fP.S~.~~Br~d~.~,t .... 
ry, ~emiller, respective- t:?.~~l:?ll~~,!11~4m.~F,~1?~51t~!~:~ri~!S:f:}~~1~r!~ti 
ly. The message DFLers have :·•• }.7:~~~gt~tPP:9ff?~•¢9u.,t!ql9f:m;~:~gt1.~e, :.{?? /{·••··\ <: 
sent, Seifert said, "was that the ;; i~~y: ~~;.~~!?¥~1:¢.~~~ti~Jr!,.~ij·gf ~f99~KP::•t~~ ~~/ 
inner city and the Iron Range ~~?P:-/t~f~f:~9~•>9~M~di~9ry~~R~T~e1;ig.,~~J¢ff+l( •.. 
run the place." : plit~.~~c9nq~~~rnl.~f~~}~:i::.I1:9tt;p!~ <>;.13roQlqY)}J.>i:tJ;l<; 

While pledging to cooper- l~!.~,~1?~~.~f~BPM~~l7~~t4g~:?[~~1IB~Jl$19'~f~~~ .. )i :~~=;~a:~, ~;Je;~w!:~:JJ -t··.•·.·~~i?~.~t:~R~~·2fW:z:.t:}}>•··•·1.·IM:·•·:\•>·•·•@~~t~;li~~\•.·•··· 
"We are going to show the 

on inmates; prohibiting school 
students from reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance in Span
ish or any language other than 
English; reducing benefits for 
welfare recipients who smoke _ 
cigarettes, and making funding 
for Minnesota Public Radio 
contingent upon MPR's pub
lishing the top salaries it pays. 

In the same spirit, Seifert 
punctuated his pledge to work 
with DFLers ·by adding that 
"the honeymoon between the 
governor and Larry Pogemiller 
will make Britney Spears' first 
marriage look like a long-term 
relationship." (The pop star's 
marriage in 2004 was annulled 
after two days.) · 

The other contenders for 
the GO~ House leadership 
wert\.Erlk Paulsen ofEden Prai
rie, th~ ~ent House majority 
leader;"'Steve Smith of Mound, 

people of Minnesota the sub
urbs are more than just an in
stant cash machine for Larry 
Pogemiller's pork projects ... 
that we have some responsible 
alternatives." 

Seifert called her a funda
mentally decent person "who 
will preside over the body 
with grace" but remain "very 
liberal." 

and.J<,fii Emmer of Delano. 
ment on the floor in terms of _!Jouse Speaker Steve 
strategy." \.,2Vlggum of Kenyon, who had 

Kelliher · congratulated 
Seifert on his election Saturday 
and said in a statement, "We 
sincerely hope the new minor
ity leader and his caucus will 
join us in focusing on the core 

. issues facing our state: health 
care costs, education needs 
and rising property taxes." 

'A mainstreaJn conservative' 
Seifert, 34, a university ad

missions counselor, had served 
as the majority whip in the 
GOP-controlled House. On 
Saturday he called himself "a 
mainstream conservative" and 
said he plans to bring "excite-

The new GOP leader has led the caucus since 1993, did 
reached across the aisle on not seek the post. He has been 
many bills. For example, he speaker since 1999. 
sponsQred a measure this year This month, Senate Repub
to prohibit demonstrators from licans picked David Senjem of 
disrupting funerals. A final ver- Rochester as the leader of their 
sion passed with overwhelm- caucus. 
ing bipartisan support .. 

But Seifert also stands out as Sharon Schmickle • 612-673-4432 

an occasional maverick. Mea
sures that he ha:s pushed in
clude: denying dessert to pris-
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Rep. Keith Ellison, ( now Congressman-elect,) topped the list with 135 points, followed by Rep. Karen Clark 
with 90 points, Rep. Neva Walker with 75 points, Rep. Jim Davnie with 70 points and state Senator Linda 
Higgins with 50 points. · 

Five Republican legislators received minus 20 or fewer points for authoring or co-authoring legislations deemed 
to further deteriorate life for people of color. State Sen. Betsy Wergin led the way with minus 40 points, 
followed by state Sen. Michele Bachmann, (now Congresswoman-elect), Rep. Tom Emmer, Rep. Steve Smith 
and Rep. Jim Knoblach, all with minus 20 points. 

Legislators elected from districts with a majority of people of color showed a strong commitment to racial 
equity and social justice issues, the report said. 

"The report shouldn't be a partisan issue," said Javier Morillo-Alicea, president of SEIU Local 26, the union 
representing more than 5,000 janitors and other workers dominated by communities of color. "But it should be 
seen as a new bar for action." 

Asked why OAP didn't release this report before last week's election, Toney said they didn't want to influence 
voters. "But we also want to give legislators a fresh opportunity to correct their course of action right after they 
were reelected," he said. 

He promised that his organization will issue a similar report annually. 

submitted: November 15, 2006 - 11:10am 

There are no comments on this story. Be the first to leave a comment. 

Post new comment 

Daily Planet is the Twin Cities Community Newswire. 
info@tcdailyplanet.net. I Subscribe to feeds 
2600 East Franklin A venue 
Minneapolis, MN, 55406 
(612) 436-9169 
Terms of Use I Privacy Policy I Powered by Drupal. 
Site by TriangleParkCreative 
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Pawlenty, Legislature get low marks on racial equity issues 

Gov. Tim Pawlenty 

By Abdirahman Aynte , Special to the Daily Planet 

Minnesota leads the nation in health care and quality of life, but not in racial equity for communities of color, 
according to a new Minnesota Legislative Report Card. 

The report, compiled by the nonprofit Organizing Apprenticeship Project (OAP), covers the 2005-2006 
biennium. Legislators and the governor were assessed for their efforts in closing the gap ~etween whites and 
people of color in areas like education, housing and health care, all the while strengthening Indian tribal 
sovereignty. 

Governor Tim Pawlenty received a grade of C-minus, while the Legislature received a failing grade. 

That's because only seven out of the 22 minority-friendly bills considered for the report passed. And the 
governor vetoed three out of the ten bills put forward to him. One of them is a bill that would have allowed 
employment opportunities for convicted felons of color, according to the OAP. He also planned to veto the 
Minnesota Dream Act, which would allow children of illegal immigrants to pay in-state tuition. 

"This reflects a poor performance by our elected officials," said the report's author, Jermaine Toney, a policy 
analyst and researcher with OAP. "It's a missed opportunity." 

Toney said despite the ''unprecedented growth in communities of color," policies conducive to them haven't 
been adopted fast enough. Therefore, inequality between whites and communities of color in Minnesota is "stark 
in some cases," and "among the worst in the nation." 

OAP blamed the poor response by the governor and Legislature on "institutional racism." One of the bills would 
have allowed local government agencies to inquire about immigration status for immigrants of color. Another 
one would have raised the housing fee for welfare recipients from $50 a month to $200 a month. 

Individual legislators received 20 points for each minority-friendly bill they chief-authored and five points for 
co-authoring such a bill. They were also marked down 20 points if they chief-authored a bill seen to widen the 
racial inequality gap, and five points if they co-authored such a bill. 

Five legislators, all Democrats, were branded "champions" in authoring bills designed to address racial equality. 

11/20/2006 4:51 PM 
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c(St?p~e appears at capitol to supp~rt 
tighter restrictions on genetic testing 
By T.W. BUOIG 
Capitol Reporter. 

·.1~1 tt.. tI'lA e ca..pii~(i.>~i \;~r 
parents at the press conference 
charged that hospital staff never 

• . . informed them of their rights 
· A . Coon Rapi~s couple under state · 1aw regarding new

appeared at_ the Cap1t~l ~eb. 13 born screening. 
to support tighter restnct10ns on " , . . 
"newborn genetic testing." !~ere s; a problem w1~ ~e 

B b d C 1 T k f 
adID1mstrat10n of the law, said 

o an_ ar a aep ~ o Bob Taepke . . 
Coon Rapids -support legisla- " . . , . 
tion sponsored by Reps. Mar)!:. , . Frankly,} beheve 1t s bemg 
Liz Holberg, R-Lakeville, and I disregarded. 
Tom Emmer, R-Delano, that . Although their daughter's 
would have parents "opt-in" for second birthday .is · five weeks 
newborn screening rather than away - theoretically, the date 
"opt-out." her tissue/blood samples will 

About 70 500 . Minnesota be destroyed - the Taepkes are 
newborns each year are screened worried that won't happen. 
for more than 50 health risks by "How do we know they will 
the Minnesota Departniynt of . be destroyed," he said. 
Health - cards with newborn · Holberg has heard "over and 

over and over" from parents · 
of newborns that they did not 
know about their rights under · 
state law, she said .. 

blood samples brighten shelves 
in a health department labora
tory. 

Newborn screening has been 
carried out since 1965. 

· The first testing was for 
phenyketonuria; · or PKU, a 
metabolism disorder linked 
with mental retardation. 

Each week two or three 
babies are detected as facing 

. health risks. by the health depart-: 
ment lab. 

The lab tests for early onset 
diseases or conditions - it does 
not test for long-term genetic 
problems. 

Parents currently can "opt
out" of newborn screening alto
gether or agree to the screen
ing on condition the baby's tis
sue/blood samples be destroyed 
after two years. 

· But Bob Taepke and other 

The field of genetics is 
advancing so rapidly, Holberg 
said, that it's hard for lawmakers 
to keep up with the advances. 

"We're not ahead of the curve 
by· any means," she said. 

There is a rieed for caution, 
Holberg said. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Health Lynda Boudreau said 
that if it's determined more 

· training of hospital staff on the 
state law regarding newborn 
screening is needed, it will be 
carried out. 

But Boudreau was concerned 
that an "opt-in" approach to riew

. born screening --:-- the need for: 
paperwork that it could engen
der - could result in fewer 

newborns being screened. 
"It's just very, very impor

tant," said Boµdreau of newborn 
screening . . 

Since the current law went 
into effect in July 2003, only 
10 parents have opted-out · of 
the screening program while 
five have requested their new
borns' blood/tissue samples 
be · destroyed after two years, 
according to Boudreau. 

She believes these parents' 
wishes will faithfully be car
ried, Boudreau said. 

"It's something we're obli
gated to do," she said. 

Boudreau is a former, conser
vative member of the Minnesota 
House. 

She is currently trying to 
determine just how long the 
newborn screening bio-sam
ples will be kept by the health 
department. 

"I think it's · really indefi
nitely," said Boudreau of the 
private data. 

Twila Brase, president of the 
conservative health care policy 
organization Citizens' Council 
on Health Care, said parents 
need to know the testing being 
done by the health department 
is genetic testing. 

. "Every parent needs the right 
to say 'no' to government genet
ic testing," she said. 

Tim Budig is at.: 
t{m.budig@ecm-:inc.com . 

@ 
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EDITORIAL 
"\" .. ~ 

cfflffg for illegals 
• A bill proposed in the house this weekby Rep. Fran· 
'J3J?d.l~Y, .R:-Roch~st~ challenges our ability- not as · 
only U.S. citizens, bu! as human beings - to care for 
our neighbors in some of their most serious times of 
need. Bradley proposed this week that county human 
services employees be required to turn in unauthorized 
aliens if they apply for subsidized health care. Under 
current policy, Bradley said, those employees can't 
report an illegal immigrant unless they have that per
son's written permission. 

Bradley's proposal comes as the debate about illegal 
immigrants heats up across this country- a debate 
that is likely to have political ramifications for the 
upcoming election as well as elections for years to 
come. It is a complex debate that continues to grow · 
even more complex locally, statewide and nationally. 

No one is suggesting that we hand out free healthcare 
at the borders and then bill the taxpayer. Indeed, state 

. law currently doesn't cover health care for illegal immi
grants except in emergencies and for pregnancy, labor, 
delivery and postpartum care. Bradley's bill wouldn't 
change that- though another proposal, made by Rep. 

•Tom Emmer, R-Delano, would cut off prenatal and 
postp~ care for unauthorized immigrants . . 
,. Bradley's proposal would not refuse care to illegal 
immigrants, but simply require c01mty employees to tum 
the illegals in. The result, however, may be the same as if 
· care were refused because illegals who fear they may be 
.turned in may not seek needed medical help. 

Mind you, we do not believe in a blanket amnesty 
for immigrants who are here illega]J.y becaus~ of the 
simple fact that they have broken the law by entering 
this country in the way they have. We do, however, 
need to care for people in times of need- regardless 
of where they were born or what they do for a living. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan comes to mind 
- a parable about a rnan who came to the aid qf 
another even though that other person was a much
hated foreigner . .In the story, what was of tantamount · 
importance was not who the person was or what his 
nationality was, but that he was a man in need of help. 
There is a lesson there that we ·shouldn't forget. 

Similar to a House decision that has already ~g
gested that p9lice help federal authorities by reporting 
illegal immigrants, Mr. Bradley's bill continues to push 

· the immigrants to the dark shadows of our society. Not 
only would entire neighborhoods stop calling the . 
police when crimes occur for fear that they'd be deport
ed, now these same immigrants - legal or not- may. 
refuse medical care· for fear that they or their neighbors 
would be ihvestj.gated by immigration authorities. 

. ,~,.- ... We understand that Rep. Bradley is searching for a . • .... ,•solution to the much-debated topic of immigration, 
but we don't think.he's found a remedy in ignoring 
immigrants when they need our help the most. . 

Owatonna Peoples Press editorials are the opinion 
of the Press editoriai board, which consists of Editor 

>1 and Publisher Ron Ensley, Managi,ng Editor Jeffrey 
°Jackson and News Editor James Anderson. Other. edi

. torials, letters and cartoons appearing on this page 
'.I are the opinions of the authors, and not nec:essar
, ily the Peoples Press. 
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Bill all6~~ f)harmclcists 
not to fill prescriptions 

By Don Davis . 
Pioneer Cap!tol Reporter 

ST. PAUL - ·pharmacists 
should not be required to dis
pense medicine such . as birth 
control pills if they feel it would · 
violate their ethics, religion or 
morals, Michael Barrett says. 

A_· Minnesota House commit
tee agreed Wednesday, sending 
a bill giving pharmacists the 
right to say no to the full House. ' .. 

Pharmacists testified that 
there are very few times when 
one of them cannot to fill a pre-· 
scription in good conscience, · 
but Barrett said the law change 
is important. · 

"Besides my education, I find 
my morals and ethics the most 
important things I bring to my · 
job," Barrett said. 

Pioneer Photo by Don Davis 

Barrett, a Long Prairie Memor
ial . Hospital pharmacist and 
Republican candidate for the 
7th Congressional District seat, 
told the Minnesota . House 
Health Policy and Finance Com
mittee that the bill he wrote bal
ances pharmacists' rights with 
those who want medicines such 
as birth control pills. 

Barrett said that if pharma
cists must fill all prescriptions, 
as some feel current . law 
requires, "we will have pharma
cies devoid of religion, ethics." 

Michael Barrett testifies in front of a Minnesota House com
mittee Wednesday, promoting a bill he wrote to give phar
macists the right to refuse filling prescriptions due to ethi
cal, ·religious or moral reservations. Barrett is a Long Prairie 
pharmacist and GOP candidate for the 7th Congressional 
District · seat. 

. While the bill does not speci-
fy any medicines that could be tion," Planned Parenthood's 
refused, · the most likely would Tim Stanley said. 
be birth control medicines, One provision that makes the 
including the so-called morn- bill acceptable to a wider range 
ing-after pill. _ of people is that if a pharmacist 

Some . committee members won't fill a prescription, he 
h~d questionstof Barrett and. ·_must h~lp · the pati~nt find a 
bill sponsortE;J>..:,I.g!P.:,E~~r, R- .pharmacy where 1t can be 
Delano, but there w~_httle filled. . 
opposition. Even Plannecl Par- • Rep. Cy Thao, DFL-St. Paul, 
enthood, which usually oppos- said he doesn't see a need for 
es such bills,_ supports-it. the bill since patients will be 

"It is a step in the right_ ~ec- able to _ get prescrip~9\ they 

want, even if they go elsewhere. 
"This . is a compromise by the 

folks who actually dispense 
these drugs," Emmer said. . 

Erin Matson, · president of 
Minnesota's National Orgciniza
tion of Women chapter, said it is 
not right to make people seek
ing birth control medicines to 
hunt for. them. · · 

"Women deserve more than a · 
wild goose chase law," she said. 

t8l ddavis@bemidjipioneer.com · ,. . 
~ ;. 

'/\.~·-•' " .. , .... , ..... ,..a 
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R·epubhcans ·f1le ,compla1nt against Rep. D1ttnch 
■ She allegedly failed to disclose property ownership _near the proposed Northstar line 
by T.W. Budig 
ECM capitol reporter 

Dittrich voted to fund 
Northstar in the bonding bill, 
but abstained from voting on 

· Two Minnesota House · the Twins ballpark bill last · 
Republicans have filed a com.:. session. 

. p~aint · wi_th the_ C~mpa~gn . "It's intellectually incon-
fmance and Pubhc Disclosure s1stent what she did " said 
Board alleging that I Rep. Emmer. · ' 
Denise . Dittri~h, · DFL- • · Dittrich has violated her 
C~amphn, has vwlated cam- own ethical standards, the two . 
pa1gn finance laws. . Republicans argued. 

~ep. Ku~t · Zellers, R- • But Dittrich said she has no 

AT A GLANCE 

· A complaiht :h~s- . :· 
· been :fi1eC, .by two House 

Republicans against Rep~ 
Denise Dittrich; Di=I,..'." · · 
Champlin/Coon-Rapids~ 

. for all~gedly failing to ·. . 
dis~lose property QVJner-r: . : 
·ship fr1 .Minneapolis ~~ar ·. 
. the im>pos¢~ Northstar . 
Commuter Rail'line and ·· ·. 
the· new Mhmesot~ Twins . -

· ballpafk . . 
Maple _Grove, and . Rep. Tom • direct tie to the Minneapolis 
Emme!, _R-D~l~no, ~harge property _ property con-
that D1t~nch failed to d1sclo~e trolled by Duddy Limited . 
~wne~ship ~- a pro)-erty/~ Partnership - and that ifs pose~ commuter rail line in 

own own mneapo is a Ja her husband not she that has the city of Anoka. · 
cent to the proposed Northstar . k · h, ; ' .- .• . 
C 

· t R .
1 1

. d h a sta e m t e partnership. The House Ethics 
. ommu er a1 me an t e • 
new Minnesota · Twins ball-1 It's a small stake, she said. Committee at the time found 
park. Dittrich puts the share at no conflict of interest for 

Arguably, construction -of one-third of one percent. Abeler. _ . . , 
the line could increase the She guessed the share would ~?eler supported .D1ttnch s 
value of the property. be worth about $20,000. dec1S1on to cast the Northstar 

According to. Zellers, the Additionally, Dittrich vot,~s. , . 
complaint would giv~ Dittrich based her voting on Northstar ✓ • No, _I d_o~ t see. anythmg 
a chance to detail the owner- on precedent she believes wrong with it, he said. 
ship of the property and pro- • was set ·by Rep. 'Jim Abeler, Support for Northstar in 
vide other information pe·rti- R-Anoka, who voted for his district is probably at 90 
nent to her Northstar votes. Northstar although owning percent, Abeler said. · 

property adjacent to the pro- Arguably, even if construe-

·.tion of the line would dramat
ically increase the value of his 
prope_rty, Abeler would have 
still taken the votes, he_ said. · 

• It would have been letting 
down the district to . do less, 
Abeler said. . 

Abelerpriorto his Northstar 
votes notified House Speaker 

• Steve Sviggum, R..:Kenyon, in · 
writing . of a possible conflict 
of interest. 
. Dittrich, who views the flap 
over her votes as ·partisan poli
tics, said she did not contact 
any legis_lative leader prior to 
her Northstar votes as she 
believed precedent had been 
established. 

Dittrich did notify 
Sviggum's office about a con-· 
flict of interest on the Twins' 
ballpark vote. 

· Dittrich is asking the 
Campaign Finance and Public 
Disclosure Board for a ~uling 
on the disclosure matter, .she 
said. 

The board may take up the 
Republican · complaint · at · its · 

Sept_ 15 board hearing. 
According to Dittrich, as it 

was her husband, not her, with 
the interest in the Minneapolis 
property she did not need to 
disclose anything on her dis
closure form· about it. 

She ·did disclose the -prop
erty at 333 N. Washington 
Avenue as "a trail of why" she · 
abstained on the Twins ball
park bill last session. 

. According tothe complaint, 
Duddy Limited Partnership 
controls two properties in 
downtown Min.neapolis, 

· 333 N. Washington and 328 
Fourth St N., adjacent the 
first property. 

Republican Party State 
Chairman Ron Carey said the 
Dittrich complaint was indic- . 
ative of · an ends-justifies-the
means mentality w~thin __ the 
DFL Party. · 

But House Minority 
. Leader Margaret Kelliher 
styled the complaint as "noth
ing more than mud slinging 
by Republicans" to hide from 

Rep. Denise Ditt~ich · 

their record. . 
· Abeler looked to others to: 

judge. 
"At the end of the day, the 

voters will . decide," he said 
of whether Dittrich had done· 
anything. wrong. 

Dittrich's House district· 
includes the city of Champlin 
and parts of Coon Rapids. · 
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wb1.1fto vote? Prove you can 
BY SCOTT WENTE . 

Staff Writer · 

ST. PAUL - Minnesota 
voters would rieed to prove 
their identity before being 
allowed to vote under a pro
posal approved Wednesday 
by a· House committee. 

"We are talking about the 
integrity of the voting booth. " 

DIANA BRARIE 
Speaking in favor ofTom Emmer's bill 

• A bill by Rep. Tom Emmer Supporters said the mea- · · Mandating proof of citi-
requires votersfitjirovide sure is about preventing zenship would "basically 
proof of their citizenship voter fraud. . turn back the clock on vot
when they register to vote. ''We are talking about the ing rights," Martin added, 
They would need ·photo integrity of the voting explaining that some people 
_identification · when they booth," said Diana Bratlie of don't have easy access to 
show up at their polling . Lakeville, who spoke in those documents. 
site. favor of Emmer's bill. Emmer's bill includes a 

Emmer, a Delano Repub- Emmer's bill would help. state policy that provides 
lican, told the House Civil . clear up confusions among , free Minnesota identifica
Law and Elections Commit- local election judges anc;l cit- tion cards to eligible voters 
tee that people can't board izens over voting guidelines, who earn less t~an the fod
an airplane or · cash a che~k said Mike McCarthy of the eral poverty, level. . 

. without proper ideritifica- Minnesota. Secretary of • Rep: Torrey Westrom, R-
tion. . . · . State's office. Elbow Lake, said requiring 
· _ "It would seem that the . "These · measures ·do voters to show up at the 
right to vote ... would address widespread public polls_ with photo, .identifica
require the same," Emmer expectations," McCarthy ·. tion is a reasonable request. 
said. said. . .• . ''With voting, there comes 

To prove citizenship, vot- Opponents of the bill said some responsibility," said 
ers would need their birth poor voters, minorities and · Westrom, a member of the 
certificate,.passport or p.atu- college students wouid be committee. "It nieans people 
ralizatiori paper~. A driver'~ disenfranchised if they were have to plan ahe_ad if they 
license or state identifica- required to show a photo ID don't have ID cards and 
tion card could · serve as before • being allowed to want to vote." . 
photo identification at the enter the voting booth. . · Two Republicans have 
poll. For ·some, just getting the authored a companion bill 

The· Republican-con- proper identification could · in the Senate, but it has not 
trolled committee passed be expensive and costly, said been heard in committee . 
the bill on . a party line ff-5 Ruth Martin of the People . • 

d £ d · h £. h Am · Scott Wente can be reached at 
vote an . re erre it to t e or t e erican Way, who swente@republican-eagle.com or 388~ 
full House. opposed the measure. 2914, ext. 122. 

xw 
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V .-sertertwiil seek leadership .seat 
· ■ After a shift in power in the House cost area_ representative his position 
as majority whip,· Seifert decides to throw hat into minority whip ring 

. FRONT PAGE . . . . . · . . . . · . ·. . 
By Rae Kruger & INSIDE: Senate Dems. pick Pogem1ller as leader/ PAGE 6A · 
rkruger@marshallindependent.com · . · . · 

. . long-time ftiend Rep. Erick Pauisen, R- · Magnus said. 
""- · Rep.Marty Seifert, R-Marshall, said • Eden Prairie, the District 42B and,_, for- It was certain who the DFL majority 

Republicans are in 
. the deep minority in 
the House, a minority 
leader can be a pow
erful role. 

"When you say 
Seifert Thursday he will seek the top spot for · mer House majority leader, would also leader would be in the Senate, but 

Republicans in the House as minority run f(?r House minority leader. Rep. · Magnus said ·it will be important for 
leader. · Tom Emmer; R-Delano, the representa- rural Minnesota to have a rural leader 

"My hat's -in the ring," Seifert said. • tive for District 19B, has also indicated . · in the House. 
Seifert was re-elected to his sixth interest, Seifert said. "We need to make sure rural 

term Tuesday and has 10 years ofexpe- • . District 22A Rep. Doug Magnus, R~ . Minnesota is not left out,'' Magnus sajd. 
rience in the House. Seifert had served Slayton, said with DFL majorities in Rural legislators will need to step,);,p 
as the majority whip ii;i the House since the House and Senate, the. House _needs · to ensure rural leadership in the House, 

leadership in the House, there is the 
understanding it means the House 
speaker, House majority leader, minor
ity lead~r ... ," Sturrock said: · 

2001. It was the . third highest leader- to select an experienced leader, and one Magnus said. . 
ship position behind Speaker of the from a rural district. Southwest · Minnesota State 

Generally, the minority leader is the 
front line of the minority party, 
Sturrock said. 

House, House.,najority leader. ."It's obvious the majority leader in University political science professor 
Seifert saiq Thursd(J.y it was likdy · the House will be from. Minne~polis," David · Sturrock said. although Seifert PAGE 9A t'j" 

/", . 

Seifert FROM PAGE lA l\" -· 
"There is no clear no. 2 

leader," Sturrock said of the 
Hou_se minority party. 

Seifert said with Pawlenty 
as goverlior, the ipinority 
leader role is important, 
because the governor can veto 
bills or line item bills. The 

. minority leader advises the 
governor . on bills, vetoes and 
other issues, Seifert said. 

Magnus · said the minority 
· leader will have important rela
tionships with the . governor 
and his administration, includ
ing state agencies. 

. "We have close relation
ships with those folks and 
that's key," Magnus said. . 

. When the Legislature needs 
to accomplish something it 
often needs -to work with agen
cies and administration, 

Magnus said. . Sturrock said if Seifert . is 
When a party loses as many elected minority leader it could 

seats as the Republicans did in bring additional clout to • 
Tuesday's election, rightly or• District . 21A and southwest 
wrongly, leadership can get · Minnesota. " 
blamed, and many clamor for a · "In · time, yes," Sturrock 
change in the top tier of leader- said. "Maybe not immediately. 
ship, Sturrock said. . The . DFL maj.ority will be 

As the former House major- eager to push its agenda "look
ity whip, Seifert was in the sec- ing to flex its muscle and pass 

· ond tier of leadership, Sturrock bills without having to: give 
said. · Republicans much .- _, That's 

'That second tier of leader- understandable: The DFL will 
ship should benefit Seifert as be· eager to (use) their clout in 
he seeks_ the minority leader the short term.'.' 
seat, Sturrock said. Eventually, there is a point 

"Marty in his (whip) posi- where the maj01ity knows it 
tion has the best of both needs to work more · with the 
worlds," Sturrock said. "He minority · party, and . that's 
can correctly say he has experi- where a minority leader can 
ence in an important position have more influence, Sturrock 
and credibly say he'd bring in said .. 
new blood." Seifert will be running 

against · long-time fliend and 
seatmate Paulsen. 

"He's one of my best 
friends ," Seifert said. 

But seeking ~ party leader
ship position in the House isn't 
like running for a district seat, · 
Seifert said. 

'.'It's .gonna be what I bring 
to the table/' . Seifert said of 
seeking the leaderslup position. 
"It's not about a contrast with 
(another legislator). It's much 
different than running for your 
district House-seat." 

Seifert said he will empha
size his oratorical skills, his 
knowledge of the House rules, 
parliamentary procedure, his 
work ethic, experience · as 
majority whip and legislator 
and other qualities. 
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STAR TRIBUNE- DEC : 12 '06 
Pretty simple, actually· 

. It is amazing that people, includ

~ Rep. Tom Emmer, R~Delano,. 
still make the inane co~panson of 
smoking . and. cheeseburgers · (Star 

. Tribllile, Dec.10). · 
One more time for those who still 

don't get it: Unlike smoking~ my eat-

~

ing a .ch~e~ebmger doesn't ~ ;-the 
person s~tting next _to me . . - , -

· JOHN G. MORGAN, Burnsville 
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Retillblicans to · choose . 
minority_ leadership 

by T. W. Budig House Majority Leader 
ECMCAPITOLREPORTER • Erik Paulsen, R-Eden Prairie, 

House Republicans are has also expressed interest in 
expected to pick new caucus running for minority leader. 
leadership when they meet "I'm definitely leaning to
Saturday, Nov. 18 at Eagan wards running," he said last 
Community Center. · week. . . 

House Speak~r.". ~1~.Y~t S\jg- • Another House Republi- . 
--~ ~R-Kenyon, has stated he can who definitely wants to be 
will not seek a leadership posi- minority leader is Rep. Marty 
tion. • Seifert, R-Marshall, currently . 

A couple of area lawmak-:- House majority whip. 
ers have expressed interest in "I think they · are making a 
becoming House Republican lurch to the Left," said Seifert 
Minority Leader. of Minnesota Democrats. 

· Rep. Dennis Ozment, R- • He argues moderates. who 
Rosemount, _ indicated last voted for Democrats will find 
week that if his House col- themselves on the outside, 
leagues were looking for some- noses pressed up against the 
one to reach across the· aisle, . glass. 

· he might be the person. But Rep. Margaret Ander-
"! would be very good," • son Kelliher, DFL-Minne

said Ozment, a driving force . a.polis, recently elected by the 
in t_he effort to break a recent House DFL caucus as House 
state budget deadlock through Speaker, has said her caucus 
·deliberations in a "rump" gov- is fiscally conservative and ex- · 
ernment. pressed a :willingness to work 

Ozment, who had no chal- with Republicans. 
lenger, was re-elected to his Other House Republicans 
12th term in the House. whose names are mentioned 

Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Del-• as a possible caucus leader 
ano, just elected to his second • are Rep. Laura Brod, R-New 
term, also expressed interest in • Prague and Rep. Steve Smith, 
serving as minority leader. · · R-Mound. · 

Emmer argues Republicans 
need to decide who they are as T W . Budig is at · tim. 
a party. · . budig@ecm-inc.com'. 
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THIS WEEK SAVAGE 
BURNSVILLE, MN 

WEEKLY 
NOV 18 2006 @ · House Republicans discuss reason~ for large electoral defeat_ 

by T.W. Budig But by · the time tµe polls to be trying to figure this out for publican Party - the national . "I'm the only conservative left 
EcMc~ITOLREPORTER closed on Nov. 7, voters had . a long time," ~aid Vandeveer of debt, for instance. standing," said Wardlow, who at-

Some suspected things were whittled down the Republican the election. "The base doesn't appreciate tributes his election win in part to 
going wrong. caucus to 49 seats. . . Yes, House Republicans took that at all," he said. an endorsement from Education 

For the first time in his 22- House DFLers, with 85 seats, a beating, he noted. Whatever the reasons, House Minnesota - an uncommon 
year legislative career, some call' pass a bonding bill by them- But 6th District voters also Republicans will be the minority thing for a Republican to get. 
voters were · rude when they selves even if every House Re- .• sent Sen. Michele Bachmann, R ~ party next session. Paulsen described his cau-

. discovered Republicans at the publican votes against it. Stillwater, to Congress, he point- Some look; at this unwanted cus as experiencing a degree of 
door, explained_RJm:.!l~.@is Oz,::- • Abeler compared the inequity ed out. status as not as bad as perhaps "shellshock," but was philosoph-
me!!!,""R-Rosemount, about door to a Geo taking on a battle tank. Some Republicans saw their might be imagined. ical 
knocking this election season. . What happened? own caucus lending a hand to "You can be the minority and The pendulum swings in poli-

Rep . . Pat Garofalo, R-Farm-• • Rep. Lynn Wardlow, .R-Ea- their misfortunes. · accomplish a great deal," said tics, he said. · 
ington; heard voters raise con- gan, . believe~ national anti-Re- Ozment, for instance, cites a Ozment, who speaks from legis- It will swing back. 

· cems at the stoop about Wash- publicaD: sentiment "just trickled reflexive "No" by some House · lative experience. Though disappointed at los-
ington, and he wondered how down to us." Republicans to all spending, re- HouseRepublicanscanme,an- ing his chairmanship . of the 
many others felt the same con- Other House Republicans gardless of purpose. ingfully contribute; he explained. · House Agriculture, Environment 
cems but were keeping silent. · view national politics dipping . "In other words, we sort · of . But they have to· be willing to let and Natural Resources Finance 

"I thought [Election Day] was into the local races and cutting created sonie of our problems," the credit go elsewhere. Committee, Ozment blames no 
going to be a rough night, but I a swath through the Republican he said. And that's fine, Ozment said. one person for the reversal. 
wasn't thinking it would be this ranks. Abeler suspected last winter -"I would fully expect to be "It's not his .fault," he said of 
bad," Garofalo said. · "Unfortunately, there weren't a . "winner take all mentality" he · dealt with fairly," he said of life House Speaker Steve Sviggum. 

Rep. Jim Abeler, R-Anoka,• any local issues included or we perceived operating in_the House under incoming House . Speaker · "We all played a part," said 
had misgivings already late last would have won," said House would eventually bite them. • Margaret Anderson Kelliher, Ozment. · 
winter about the fortunes of the • Majority Leader Erik Paulsen, • Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, . DFL-Minneapolis. How soon might House Re-
House Republican caucus. R-Eden Prairie. . ascribes the Republican reversals Tingelstad, too, explained it's publicans regain the majority? 

"I totally expected to go back Wardlow~ the sole Republi- . to the party · straying from its possible to achieve things in the That depends on the actions 
into the minority," he said. can survivor in District 38, with . basic principles ~ lower taxes, iniriority-shewas in theininor- of , House DFLers, some sug-

. Still, Abeler didn't forese~ the • Sen. Mike McGinn and Rep. belief that the private sector, not ity her first term and had a pro- gested. · 
clobbering House Republicans • Tim Wilkin losing their · reelec- . government, should solve prob- ductive session, she said. "I don't think it (the election) 
would take. tions - senses a national impe- lems. · Plus, Tingelstad has been a was a mandate to act belligerent 

"That was incredible," he said tus. "The oak tr~e -is solid," Em- voice· of bipartisanship at the or spend like crazy," Vandeveer 
of the reversal. "I think people are ready for a . mer said of perceived core Re- Legislature. opined. 

Descriptions of the losses change,"-he said. publican values. "[The opposition] have that in • Rep. Marty Seifert, R-Mar-
were colorful. . (Wardlow, urilike some other In a storm like Nov. 7, you mind when things take a tum," shall, one of a handful of House 

''It was a tsunami, a massa- Republicans, was "getting re- expect to lose a few branches, he she said. Republicans vying for House 
ere," said Rep. Kathy Tingelstad;• ally good vibes" while out door s_aid of the party. What is the morale among Minority Leader, likened the 
R-Andover, of the Democratic knocking and thought his caucus · But the trunk shouldn't snap House Republicans? caucus's response · to the reverse 
surge. would keep the majority.): unless the core is rotten, Emmet "I was really down two days . to dealing with death - first de-

"Our world will be different," • Rep. Ray Vandeveer, R-Forest said. · . , ago," said Wardlow, speaking on nial, then grief 
she said, referring to being in the. Lake, who· successfully switched The first thing Minnesota two days after the electiop. He said, "I think people are 
minority. from the House to Senate elec- . Republicans need to do is decide "Now I'm really excited about ready to pick up the pieces and 

Arguably, she's exactly right. tion . night, is less certain the . who they are, he explained. the next election," he said, add- move on." 
Last session, the House Re- House Republican rout can be And then plant a seed. ing that realistically, regaining · 

publican caucus had 68 members easily packaged. Vandeveer, too, pointed to the majority will likely take more 
- House DFLei-s 66. · "I think the pundits are going perceived failings within the Re- than one election. 

n 

T. W Budig is at tim. budig@ecm
inc.com. 
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GO p faults Rep. Dittrich's Northstar train--line \{Ofe 
: ~-\·. : 

. \ . ' . 

• . The DFL legislator is accused of conflict of interest·because her het husband who owns the percent-
husband is part owner of property near a planned station. . . age in ~e part1;1~rship, · she did not 

STAR TRIBUNE AUC 3°'1 •t% · · · haveto~s~lo.seitonh<:rs~atementof 
'. •• - ai . , . . econ9ID1c mterest," said a statement 

Campaign Finance aJ;1d Pu.blic Dis- · issued by the House DFL staff. · 
clo~me Board, recently determined . The controversy over disclosure · 
that she never needed to disclose· ·· rules is somewhat reminiscent of . 
her interest in the land. Board e~- _ on~002 involving land owned by 
e~utive director Jeanne Ols~n ?-e- \},ef>}imAb:ler, ~-Anoka,.a~jacent to 
dined to comment on the Dittrich another station site; Republicans say 
case Wednesday, but speaking gen- . Abeler avoid~d a conflict by disclos
erally said a legislator is not required ing his interest in the property 'in a 
to disclose the holdings of a spouse. letter to"the speaker of the House. · . 

By PAT DOYLE • ptloyle@startribwie.com 

Minnesota Republicans Wednes
day called on a state agency to · in
vestigate wliether a DFL legislator 
violated the law when she voted to · 
fund the NorthStctr commuter rail 
line while haying a family financial 
interest in downtown Mi:r;meapolis 
land where a station could ·be built 

_;:rhe critics. said . Rep. Denise 
v-1.Jittrich, DFL"'.Ghamplin, failed to 

disclose her husband's interest in a 
· I-acre parking lot on or near land se
lected for a stati9n platform.· 

But Dittrich and House DFL aides 
countered thatibie · state agency, tffe 

Dittrich'shusbandownslessthan The cali for the investigation 
l percent of a limited partnership dune·as Republicans eyedDittrich's 
that controls the lot at 328 N. 4th seatasamong15to18heldbyDFLers 

. St. and other property. His_ portion · they consider vulnerable in the No:.. 
of the partnership ·is • worth about vember election. · . . . 
$26,000; according to DFL staffers~ . , , · . . . 

"It has been determined that be- Dittrich continu, 
cause itis a partnership~ an.d: tha~ t 1s · · perate political at. 

' ' 

DAVID :S~WSTER ~ St:p: Triburte 

~tate Rep. Denise Dittrich said the 
Camp~gri Finance and Public Disclo
sure Board f6und that she didn't need _ 

'
1tb disclose her interest in theland. ' ./ 

,,--' 

GOP aAcu~es DFLlegislatorof conflict of interest 
· :-. DITT RICH F R ({ IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT BECAUSE IT ISA: · 

' ' . 

. And soon after. Republicans held PARTNERSHIP ... SHE DIDNOT HAVE TO DISCLOSE IT ON. 
, a news conference calling for the iri- · · . . . . . . . . . 
-v-estigation, Democrats released a · HER STATEMENT OF ~CONOMIC INTEREST.,. » 

. statement from · House DFL leader . . . . . . . . 
Margaret Kelliher ·calling the . move Statement by the Minnesota House DFL staff 
,"a desperate political attack by the · 

legislat:01'.S 'Yith interests ne-~ the line 
tovott:ron Northstar. But Republicans 
at the news conference suggested she · 
refrai.J;i.ed from voting on the stadium 

· because it . was more controversial, · 
. while the Northstar project was more . 
acceptable to her constituents. · . 

. ·Republicans so they can attempt to 
·:· hplq,ffllto power in the House." · . 

legi,slation. and her vote for the com- . by her . .husband's partnership, ~d Pat Doyle • 65_1-222-1210 

muter rail_ line in 2005. w~re in.con~ · she was excm,ed from voting on the .· . 
· -~- ::. "½iep. Ky.i.! Zeller~, R'...Maple_ G_rove, 

. and\!3M'. Tom Emmer, R-:D.elano, 
· :joinea·state GOP Chairman Ron Car
.. . ,ey at t4.1r news conference. They said 
. Dittridi's .sponsorship of Northstar 

sistent with her decision this year . stadium after 'citing a conflict of in- ·· 
to al?stairi fropi voting on a proposed terest. . ' . · . · · . 
.Twins.stadium in downtown Minne..: , Ditttichfudicated in the statement . 
apoli~- The stadium site is near' an~,.. ·uwt a House ethic,s cdm.nrittee in the ;, ' 
other piece of property controlled Abeler _case had set a precedent for ·~ 
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citizenship 
proof to vote 

· • House DFL opponents _ 
warned that the GOP-backed 
measure will dampen turnout 
among certain gr011ps. The 

. legislation faces a tough ftght 
-in the DFL-controlled Senate. 

· STAR TRlBUNE MAR : 15 '~; · . 
By DANE SMITH · . 

,~ 

('4 

~ 
u 

rdsmith@~tartribune.com 

. Against angry DFL charges· that 
Republicans are out to suppress · 
voter turnout among some groups, 
a House committee approved a bill 
Wednesday that would require 
proof of citizenship for voter reg.: 
istiation in Minnesota. · 

· Republican backers of the bill 
said that it would provide more . 
confidence and integrity in the 
system arid that •it simply makes 

~ . common sense. 
But ·DFLers -said it's uimeces

..._, sary and would likely disenfraI.1-
-~ chise thousands of voters. Espe
l'- , cially affected~ DFLers argued, 
~ would be low-income people, col-

. _. lege students, racial minorities, the . 
'9 : elderly and others who ~ght have 
'- difficulty producing documenta-
. " tion, especially for . Election Day · 
~ registrations at the polling place. 
h':' _"lt's voter- sµ.ppression, · pure 
"'4.J and simple," said state Rep. Keith 

./ 

vEilison, DFL-Minneapolis. '~d it . . 
is absolutely an affront to a Mirin~
s9ta system that has prided itself 

· on making it as simple and easy to · 
-·vote as possible~" 
_ Several representatives of inter- . 
est groups; incltiding the League of . 
Wonien Voters, · said the reqwre- · i. 
ment would have a devastating ef- - j 

feet On voter registration drives. I 

Signing up new voters would be · 
especially hard in public places 
such as the State Fair, where peo
pie seldom show up with passports 
or birth certificates, they said . 
· · _ Th~ bill's sporisor, state;. Rep. 

.;.,/ \.n()m Emmer, R-Delano, said the 
• hnpact on turnout would be "neg- · 

ligible, if at all." 

Voting continues: Back,lrs say bill 
· will bolster voter confi<l.ence. B4/ 

Panel OKs bill requiring . 
citizenship proof tovote 
◄ VOTING tions or -of.multiple voting, but 

both occur, and it' could affect 
The proposalwould require the outcome of a close elec-

ilew voters, and even longtime; tion." _ 
Minnesota voters who are re- Emmer argued that _driver's 
registering because of a move licenses with photo IDs are 
or a naine change~ to produce a required for such routine ac
.birth certificate, a passport, or _ tivities as boarding airplanes 
naturalization papers. or cashing checks and the re- · 

That's a provision added to · . quirement shouldn't represent 
a longstaI.1ding . GOP propos-:- much of a problem. But oppo
al that would require aU vot- nents said that up to 10 percent 

. ers to produce a · driver's Ii-. of eligible voting-age Ameri
cense or other form of official cans actually do not have driv
state photo. identification be- er's licenses or state ID cards~ 
fore they vote, even if already 
registered. E:motio:ns run high 

Emnier said the photo ID After the 6-to-5 straight par-
requirement was recommend- ty line vote, as En;uner_was be-, 
ed by a bipartisan national ing interviewed by· reporters, · 
Commission on Federal Elec- ne..was-a:iBOroached by _the Rev. 
tion Reform, chaired by for- · dolph State · ho had tes
mer President · Jimmy Carter, un~~-cne co:nuaj.ttee that 
a Democrat, and former Secre- the new -restrictions were . an 

. tary of State James Baker, a Re- ''unconstitutional and immor

. publican. . al'~ repudiation of the · voting 
. Opponents argued that the rights won during the civil 

commission supported a pho- rights movement. 
to ID requirement only in the· "It's absolutely racist," Stat
context of a uni(orm national en shouted at Emmer. ''You spit 
identity card. Carter and Baker on the graves of my ancestors 
in a joint statement have spe- · with this jpnk." 
cifically.opposed proof of cit- - Emmersaidduringthecom
izenship as a requirement for mittee meeting that the oppo
registration, said Ruth Martin~ . nents had "raised the emotion
deputy field dir(;!ctor for Peo- . al thermostat by bringing in 

· ple for the American Way; a race,' age an~ infirmity .... Thou 
liberal advocacy group,. protest~th too much." 

None of the advocates for Even if the bill is approved 
the citizenship .proof suggest- by the Republican House, it ap
ed that noncitJ.zen voting was pears to stand little chance of 
rampant~ or · even significant, passage in the DFL-controlled ·· 

· in Minnesota; But Emmer said Se~e. Senate Electio_ ns Com
polls show that confidence in ~1:_!e~ Chairman Chuck Wiger, · 

. theelectoral system is low and DFL-North-St. Paul; said · the 
that "democracy is in danger" bill "disenfranchises students, 
when people don't have faith in · senior and persons of color" 
the integrity of the system. and is "pandering to fears." 

The national· commission's 
report found "no evidence of Danesmith_-651-292-0164 

extensive fraud ' in U.S. elec: · 

@ 
I 
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Panel OKs pay suspension 
Felony charge could trigger unp3.id leave for teachers 

BY MEGAN BOLDT 
PION£ER>~6PMAi: 17 'Ol, 

Minnesota teachers who 
are charged with a felony could 
be suspended without pay 
under a bill that a House com
mittee approved Thursday. 

State law allows a school 
board to iinmediately fire a 
teacher convicted of a felony. 

. But if that person is just 
charged "7ith such a . crime, · 

· • most school' districts in . Min
.. · nesota . can only put the 
· instructor on paid suspension 

until thelegalproceedings and 
.,7 a district discharge hearing are · 

finished · 
''It's about local control," 

s¢" the bill's sponsor, Rep. 
0.om Emmer, R-Delano. "Just 

because someone is charged 
with a .felony doesn't mean 
they're going to be susp.ended 
without pay. This allows school 
boards to sit down, review· the 
infoqnatioil they have . · and 
make the appropriate · deci
sion." 

Three school districts - St. 
· Paul, Minneapolis and Duluth 
- already can suspend. teach- . 
ers without . pay .if· they're 
charged with a felony. The bill 
requires school districts to give 
a teacher back pay if the 
charges are dropped and the 
instructor is not penalized or 
terminated. 

School board officials argue 
that previous sex crime accu
sations have caused outrage in · 
the community when . the 
teacher still · draws a · public 
check. 

Grace Schwab, director of 
governmental relations for the 
Minnesota School · Boards 
As~ociation, said there have 

' been some cases . in the state 
where a teacher is accused of 
pornography possession · or 
sexual conduct with a student 
and the school district has no 

· · · :r,hree school districts ~ 

. St. Paul, Minneapolis · 
and Duluth - already 

Rep. Karen Rep. Mary 
v"klinzing V Greiling 

choice but to put the employee 
on ·paidleave. 

That happened to Hastings . 
in 1998 · wheri an English 
teacher . at · Hastings . High 

. · School was charged with crimi
nal sexual conduct for a rela
tionship she wa~ having with a 
10th-grade student. Julie Anne · 
Feil, who was 32 at the time of 
her conviction, was sentenced 
six months later to seven years 
in prison . . 

"When the · school districts 
have to· pay these people ... the 
community just · goes crazy," 
Schwab said. ''And l . · don't 
blame them." . 

Jan Alswager, manager of 
government relations . for · the 
statewide teachers union Edu- . 
cation Minnesota, said there 
are situations where teachers . 
are falsely accused, and taking 
away pay before a teacher is . 
found innocent or guilty just 
adds to the turmoil. 

Republican Rep. Karen . 
Klinzing, a former teacher 
from Woodbury, agreed and 
argued those who are falsely 
accused already go through 
enough and ~e treated like · 
they are guilty as soon . as 
they're charg,~d. 

"Their names are raked 
through the mud, only to find . 
out they're innocent a year or 
two)ater," she said. · 
v"Rep. Mark Buesgens, R-Jor
dan,· said three school districts 
in the state's largest · cities 
already have the · authority to 
suspend without . pay · and 

· can suspend teachers 
without payif they're 
charged.with a felony. 

The bill requires school. 

districts .to gi-y~ a 
teacher back pay if the 
charges are :dropped 
and the instructor 
. is not penalized . 

or terminated. . 
rnrely . use the power. That · 
decision should be expandedto · 

. the rest of the state~s school 
districts, he said. 

.supporters also argued that · 
cities and counties have the 
authority. to put employees on 
unpaid leave pending a crimi
nal investigation. Patricia . 
Beety, counsel for the League · 
of Minnesota Cities, said it has 
happened but it's rare.. . 

But Rep. · Mindy Greiling, . 
DFL-Roseville, . said maybe the : . 
better decision is to take that ·. 

. authority . away from those 
three school districts. . 

"Why is it that Minneapolis ~ 
and St. Paul and Duluth have · 
the power to say someone is · · 
guilty before proven guilty?" . . 
Greiling asked. "I think that's . 
the question we should be ask- ··· · 
ing." ' 

Megan Boldt covers educati'oti 
and can be reached at 
mboldt@pioneerpress.com or 

. 651-228-5495. 
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WHAT THEY SAY 

"It's voter suppression, pure 
·and simple." 

Rep. KEITH ELLISON, 
DFL-Minneapolis 

"Thou protesteth too much." 
Rep. TOM EMMER, R-Delano 

> \ .vuJnei-abl~ peC>plewhose abilf. stciitptittili.g tli¢ijif#~? 
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. . . t1,- f;;o' · Voting law change 
wollld erect barriers 
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· .. · ·-·T·. he t:eague bf Wo~eil . er·who _recent~y- mov~d to the le~gth O! · lines at i'egistrat!on 
. . · · - Voters, ··. a,n · orgamza- . an · assisted livmg · s1tua- tables m polling places cm . Election 

.. - tiqn born of the struggle · .- tion. . Certainly · large Day. Same-day registration is a little · 
to gain the·· right to vote numbers of poor or vul.: confusing anyway, for those without 
for women, objects to any nerable citizens and stu- an up-to-date driver's license . 

. proposal which keeps cit- · dents · - and you, if you • Adding birth certificates and pass-
izens out ·· of the_ voting forget your wallet on ports to utility bills · and Minnesota 
booth on Election Day. · Election Day. IDs will increase the confusion and 
Others, who paid an .even_ These · additional extend the wait in line. Providing a 
higher price for voting . ~~:~ requirements. to register · photo ID can be a problem for those 
rights than the sllffra~ · and to vote will deny vot- . .who do not drive. This includes 
gists, . must be horrified. . ing rights and suppress more people than. one , might think, 
Voting is a right and it is fundamen- voter turnout for a nuniber of rea- . including some of the very elderly, 
tal to our democracy. . · sons. • Everyone · who moves within · the disal:>led and the poor. It is .. 
~te Rep. Tom Emmer, · R- - the state or into ·· the state will have Emmer's intention to require an offi
Delano, has authored this bili, sup- , • to produce a birth certificate, pass- . cial Minnesota photo ID. This will 
posedly to prevent voter fraud. Ho~::. - · port or . naturalization document in. disenfranchise · thousands of stu
ever, no one, including Emmer, . has order to register. Most of us will · -. dents. Under current law :one could . 
· suggested that there is any evidence . have to rely. on the birth certificate. register to vote using . a variety of 

. of voter fraud m Minnesota. There.is Locating this document will be a forms of identification, but be unable 
no problem. problem . for many, including stu- . to actually vote for lack of an official 

What, then, is the reason for pro- dents. Replacing a -lost birth certifi- Minnesota photo ID. . 
rnoting this. bill, if not to address cate costs money and takes six · _· . The right to vote is fundamental to · 
voter -fraud? Whatever the answer weeks in Minnesota. State laws vary. · our democracy. The history of voting 
is, ari.d it. is . worth. considering, the It will be difficult for ID<lfiY and some rights in this country . is one · of 
effect of Emmer1s bill will be to dis- will simply give up. increasing inclusion and increasing 

' -enfranchise ·thousands , of United . Voter registratio11 drives as we ease ·of access -to the ballot box. In 
States citizens have known them will •be. a thing of . Minnesota we have an especially 

If enacted, .what would happen? the past. Few people . carry proof of proud tradition affair, open and clean 
Eyeryone seeking to register to vote citizenship with · them at' . .all times. elections. We have ·made it easy to 

. in Minnesota would have to prove The State Fair -is-a favorite place for · pre-register, easy to register on Elec
citizenship by producing a birth cer- our political parties • and many non- . tion Day and easy to vote. Minnesota 
tificate,. a passport or a naturaliza- profit organizations ~to register vot- generally has the highest voting 
tion document '. Registered· voters · · ers: · Some orgartjzations · · register turnout. jn .the country: There is. no 
would be required to present a -· p·eople on the street, in high schools . . evidence of fraud; This system "ain't 
phot_o ID before s1gning the election · or in student unions. Thousands of · ·. broke" and it does 11otneed foo.ng. 

I •. roster on Election Day. . people . 'liave . been registered . this . . . . . Q 

Who:in will these new-require- way, but this Will no loriger be possi~ Myers isAc'tion Committee ·ch<iir for 
ments disenfranchise? Perhaps·your ble. The virtual impossibility . of th¢ League of Women Voters ofMin
new neighbors or your elderly moth- . voter-r~gistration drives will add to nesota. . . 

" · 



fWh~ncan 
druggists 
refuse to 
sell the Pill? 
• Pharmacists could reject 
prescriptions on moral grounds 
under a Minnesota bill that 
reflects a nationwide 4ebate. 

STAR TRlBUNE MAR ·, 12 'Ob 
l3y MAURA LERNER 
mlemer@startribune.com 

'9 
For the first time, the Minnesota· ~ 

Legislature is poised.to give pharm~-
cists the right to refuse to dispense_ 

. birth-control pills on moral or reli
gious grounds. 

And legislators may have found '-9 
a way to take that step without the 
kind of battle that has flared across Q 
the country over the issue. ~ 

A House committee approved a ~ ) 
bill last week that would allow phar- . , 
macists to decline to fill . prescrip- . 
tions, but only if patients are assured 

-"timely access" to their medications. 
Some details of the bill are influx, but 
sponsors say it's likely to pass. 

"This is an issue that is gaining 
momentum across the country," said 
Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie phar-
macist who is pushing for the b~. J 
Pharmacy continues: Deb e led to 
compromise bill in Minne ota. AlO ► 

Pharmacist·· mayget . 
the ri · t · refuse 
◄ PHARMACY FROM Al the niornµig-after pill or 6th- . 

· er contraceptives. _ 
Barrett added: "I think we . On the other side, Illinois . 

need to come up with a com- Gov. Blagojevich issued an ex
promise." . . · . • . . ecutive order: last year requir-

. The question . of wh~th- · ing phatmac;ists to fill all pre
er a pharI,11acist's ·moral views scriptions, regardless of their 

. shotild ever limit a woman's re- beliefs . . 
productive rights is provoking. But in Minnesota, partisans 

: national . debate. That's part-. on both sides of the issue say 
: ly because of the growing use they prefer tp carve out a mid
! of einergen~y · qmtraception dle ground. "I don't think either 
: commonly called th,e• "morn:-: ' . .. side is coinptomising their val- . 
·· ing-_after" pill. · , · . · . , · ;: il~or beliefs," said Rep. Tom 

Some critics consider ' the• l,..;fmmer, R-Delano, a sporisor 
pill a form o~ abortion becalfse of the bill. . , 
it may stop afertilizedegg;from . Atthis point, prominent ad
implanting in the uterus if tak.'.. vocacy groups on both sides of 
en within 72 hours . of inter.:. the abortion debate have re- · 
course. Advocacy groups such mained neutral : on · the plan. . 
as·Pharm~cists for Life say that Planned. Parenthood and Min- .., 
pharmacists ''who object to it . · nesota Citizens Concerned for , 

· should not be· forced to dis- Life have sa,id they do not sup
:, pense the drug or even' trans- port or oppose it. 
for such a prescription. . "That tells you this is a good, 

The American College of reasonable bill," said Barrett, 
Obstetridaris . and Gynecol.: the pharmacist. . 

. ogists; r~flecting the consen-
sus. of the· medical profession, · Road to compromise 
does ·not consider the drug an At first, there seemed little 
abortion pill. Medical groups roo~ for compromise. 
say the pill, which at · times is Emmer decided to step in
confused with the abortion pill to the fray when he was 

1
ap

known as RU-486, cannqt end proached by Barrett, a Repub
a pregnancy. -lican candidate for Congress, 

So far, at l~ast four states, · asking for his help. 
including South Dakota, have Barrett, who mariages a hos
passed what are called "phru;- . pital pharmacy, said he. was 
macist conscience . clauses." under pressure to stock the 
They allow pharmacists to re:.. morning-after pill, known as . 
fuse to fill prescriptions for Plan B. 

''I didn't want to," he said; 
because _he is morally oppo'sed 
to it. "I believ.e there are other 
optiop.s. But this doesn't mean 
a woman.shouldn't have access 
to Plan B. I just shouldn't" have 
to proviq,~jt/~ . ,,· ·, .,:,, .. 

Emmer" introduced a bill 
that would have guaranteed 
pharmacists the right to say no. 
Meanwhile, a.p, opposing · bill, 
also introduced this session, 
wou).d have prohibited phar
inacists from refu,sing care. 
· .. The Minnesota Pharma

cists Association proposed a 
compromise. "We saw the lev
el of attention it was getting 
[nationally] and knew the dif-:' 
ferent extremes tliat were out 
there, and felt that' we · needed 
to find a balance,>' said Liz Car
penter, a vice president of the . 
pharmacists group. , 

. The compromise allows . 
pharmacists to -refuse service 
on ~~ethical, moral or religious 
grounds/' But they must notify 
their employers in writing, and 
avoid · 'causing "undue , hard
ship." Otherwise, they could be 
disciplined by the state Board 
of Pharmacy. 

That d.oesn't satisfy every
one. 

"We want to make sure that 
· women are getting their pre
scriptions filled in the stores 
that they go to," said Erin Mat
son, president· of Minnesota 
chapter of the National Orga
nization for Women. · 

Sending women to anoth
er store, she said, isn't good 
enough because many don't 
have the means to travel. "In 
rural areas, this can be very se
rious," Matson said. 

But Carpenter said pharma
cists rarely refuse to serve cus
tomers. State officials have on
ly one complaint on record 
about . a pharmacist refusing 
service, according to the Min- ' 
nesota Pharmacy Board. 

It was ftled last year by Re
becca· Polzin of Glencoe, who . · 
said a pharmacist at a Pamida , 
Pharmacy refused to fill her 
prescription for birth-control 
_pills last April. The pharma
cy board decided not to take . 
·action and the complaint :was 
dismissed .. The pharmacy de-

. clined a request for coriunent 
from the Star Tribune. . 

Polzin, now 27~ said she be- · 
lieves the problem is more 
· common than many realize. 
"Since.·this happened I've had 
a lot of women come up to 
ine ... :who have had the. same 
thing happen to them," she 
said. ''A lot of women, I think, 
are scared or . embarrassed or 

· afraid to sp~ak up.'' . . 
· Polzin: called the proposed 
legislation · "a fair . compro
mise" and said . it . may help 
ensure "that the interests of 
both the pharmacist and the 
custo:m,er _are being ackndw1"'.' 
edged, instead of it being so 
one-sided." ' · 

Maura Lerner• 612-673-7384 

Elena Rozwadowski, a University of Min

nesota student reporter on assignment 

fort.he Star Tribune, contributed to this 

report. 
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· ~ill~g-uf cl allow refusal 
of morning-after pill 

, • I egfa]atian backed bytbe Minnesota Pbannacists Assaciatfon 
seeks to balance patients' rights and.pharmacists' consciences. 

STAR TRIBUNE MAR 9 
By CONRAD deFIEBRE . 

cdefiebre@startribune.com 

U6 
sparked sharp debate. . . 

Erin Matson of the National Orga
nization for Women said it will spur 

. Pharniacists would be allowed more pharmacists to deriy birth con
to refuse to dispense drugs such as . trol and emergency contraception to 
morning-after contraception pills on women, sending them on ''wild goose 
moral or religious grounds, but only chases" to get the drugs. · 
if patients are assured of "timely ac- The bill's requirement that phar
cess" to the drugs from other souic- macists' employers ensure alterna
es under a bill approved by the House tive access to such drugs poses mor
Health Committee on Wednesday. al dilemmas for pharmacies at Ro-

Advocates on both sides of the abor- man . Catholic-run . hospitals, said 
tiondebatespokeoutagainstsomepro-v«ep. Tim Wilkin, R-Eagan, who .said 
¢ons of the bill sponsored by Rep. it could ~ven force some to dose. 

VTom Emmer, R-Delano, and backed The bill, HF 3032, would make re-
by the Minnesota Pharmacists Associ- fusal to fill a prescription grounds for 
ation, but it was sent to the House floor discipline by the state Board of Phar
on a lopsided voice vote. macy. But it also would allow excen-

~'This is a compromise, balancing tions for pharinacists' profession
the liberty of pharmacists to exercise al judgrrient that . a drug would be 
their conscience with the right and harmful, for drugs not in stock and in 
necessity of patients to get legally pre- cases where payment is refused. Un
scribed medication," Emmer said. der the bill, pharmacists could refuse 

Although the head of the Pharma- prescriptions on moral grounds on
cists Association noted that the in- ly after notifying their employers in 
stances of patients having been re- writing of their objections. 
fused prescriptions amount to "a sta-
tistically negligible problem," the bill Conrad deFiebre • 651-222-1673 

@ 
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clueless 03/10/2006 at 06:33 PM 
I'm just puzzled. I am gainfully employed. I perform my duties as laid out in 
my Job Description and employer. Are there things in my professional life I 
disagree with and would prefer not to do? Certainly. Am I required to perfom 

·those duties anyway? Certainly and I do. Why do I? Simple logic. Because 
it's MY JOB and it's what I'm paid to do. I can't pick and choose my diuties, I 
simply am required to do them. Should I strongly disagree with my job duties 
or responsibilities? There's always the option of finding different 
employment. I don't understand why a Pharmacist if they have strong 
objections to a moral issue should be allowed to take that into the 

workplace. Oy vey. 
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Bill allows pharmacists not to fill prescriptions 

Don Davis, Echo Press Columnist 

03/10/2006 

ST. PAUL- Pharmacists should not be required to dispense medicine such 
as birth control pills if they feel it would violate their ethics, religion or morals, 
Michael Barrett says. 

A Minnesota House committee agreed Wednesday, sending a bill giving 
pharmacists the right to say no to the full House. 

Pharmacists testified that there are very few times when one of them cannot 
fill a prescription in good conscience, but Barrett said the law change is 
important. 

"Besides my education, I find my morals and ethics the most important 
things I bring to my job," Barrett said. 

Barrett, a Long Prairie Memorial Hospital pharmacist and Republican 
-- candidate for the 7th Congressional District seat, told the Minnesota House 

Health Policy and Finance Committee that the bill he wrote balances 
pharmacists' rights with those who want medicines such as birth control 
pills. 

Barrett said that if pharmacists must fill all prescriptions, as some feel 
current law requires, "we will have pharmacies devoid of religion, ethics." 

While the bill does not specify any medicines that could be refused, the 
most likely would be birth control medicines, including the so-called 
morning-after pill. 

I Some committee members had questions of Barrett and bill sponsor 
Representative Tom Emmer, A-Delano, but there was little opposition. Even 

' --~-- ----'•·) Planned Parenthood, which usually opposes such bills, supports it. 

More events 

"It is a step in the right direction," Planned Parenthood's Tim Stanley said. 

One provision that makes the bill acceptable to a wider range of people is 
that if a pharmacist won't fill a prescription, he must help the patient find a 
pharmacy where it can be filled. 

Representative Cy Thao, DFL-St. Paul, said he doesn't see a need for the 
bill since patients will be able to get prescriptions they want, even if they go 
elsewhere. 

"This is a compromise by the folks who actually dispense these drugs," 
Emmer said. 

·------~) Erin Matson, president of Minnesota's National Organization of Women 
chapter, said it is not right to make people seeking birth control medicines to 
hunt for them. 

"Women deserve more than a wild goose chase law," she said. 
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EthT~:~~~P1Afi~fii:d in marriage law flap · 
• I 

. . ' 
A legislator . and a long..: · tices but they offered him no the Minnesota Board on Judi- · 

time critic of the judicial sys- assurances on how they might · cial Standards. 
tern filed. separate et.pi.cs com~ rule . if it were challenged. The Minnesota judicial canons 
plaints Friday asking a board justices have denied talking to . require judges to maint;pn "ari 
to determine· whether severai . him about the law. . open mind in considering is
state • Supreme Court . justices ~ his complaint, Rep. Tom sues" that may come before 
held _.improper conversations Emmer, R-Delano, asked, them. The judicial standards 
about Minne~ota_ marriage law "Who is telling the truth?" board can impose sanctions 
with Senate Majority Leader ' . Former judicial candidate for violations.. 
DeariJohnson. · Greg Wersal, . a Golden Val;,. "There is a formal process 

Johnson, DFL-Wiilmar, said ley attorney, also filed a com- for handling matters like .this 
he di~~ussed the law with jus- plaint calling for an inquiry by andth_e justices-will cooperate 

--

fully . with that process,"· said 
Supreme Court spokesman 
John Kostouros. "Wewekome 
the.opportunity." 

Former Chief Justice Kath-
. foen Blatz, who figured in the 
controversy, issued a statemerit 
reiterating her denial that she 
commented on .any issue that 
could c01:n~ before the court. 
Blatz said. She "will cooperate 
fully with the process that's .· 
been laid out to deal with these . 
matt.ers." 

PATDOYLE 

~ 

® 
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. < MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT . ' . c-1..~ 

· Justices subject of ethics filings . 
Two complaints. made in Johnson case . 

. BY RACHEL E. 
STASSEN-BERGER 

Pione~r fre~A · · 
PIONEER PRtS~ Al-'R ; 1 '06 

ate ethics committee mvestigat-, 
ed whether Johnson broke Sen
. ate rules through his comments. 
It dismissed the -complaint after 

Two.attorneys-~Minnesota he publicly apologized on the 
House member and :a crusader Senate floor Monday. 
agamst state Supreme Court But the ethics committee, in 
rules - filed ·. separate ethics part because members did not 
complaints Friday against mem- · want to have to call Supreme 

Russell 
Anderson 

bers of the high court and a for- Court justices to testify before . "This is: not about .a senator. 
mer chief justice regarding coin- them, did not attempt to deter- . This . fa about the Minnesota 
ments Senate Majority Leader · mine whether Johnson had any Supreme Court," said Emmer. 
Dean Johnson made aboutthem. conversations with · justices ''It is about the integrity of the 

The . complaints, ·rued . with . about the law. _ . court, period.." ., .. ·. ._ . . 
. the Board on Judicial Standards · "The question remains, Who He saiq he had· .not _ known 

and the Lawyers Board of,Pro~ i§._telling the truth?" Rep. Tom that Wers~ also ·had filed a 
fessional Responsibility, ques- vEmmer, a Delano · Republican complaint Friday . . 
tion . whether justices violated -: and an attorney, said in his com- .• • Wersal, an unsuccessful 
the . Supreme · Court canon by plaint. Supreme· Court candidate, has 
talking to Johnson about the "The entire event has cast a had . his differences with the 
1997 state law that bans gay shadow over the judiciary," Gold- " high court before. · He and the 
marriage. . en Valley attorney Greg Wersal Minnesota Republican Party 

The complaints ~dd another said in his complaint. "The pub- challenged the state•. rules that 
twist to a tale that began three lie needs tp know if. judges on restricted judicial · candidates' 
months ago: · our highest court have engaged ability to air their views on "'dis

Johnson, DFL-Willmar, had in unethical conduct by giving . puted legal or political issues." 
· said in January that he received pledges, promises, assurances or In 2002, a divided U.S. Supreme 

assurances : from justices that mere hints as to how they would Court struck down those rules. . 
they would not "touch" the 1997 rule on an issue likely to come In most cases, complaints · 
law, which defines marriage as before the court." like Emmer's and Wersal's 
between one mart and one · Through a spokesman, John- would not be public. Emmer 
woman. At that time, he said he son said he had no comment. released his to a reporter when 
had talked to two justices with On behalf of the court, asked about it. Wersal faxed his 
the last name of Anderson· __: · spokesman John Kostouros. to members of the news media. 
there are three Andersons on the said: "There is a formal process Both the judicial standards 
court - and former Chief Justice for handling matters like this, and the lawyers boards keep . 
Kathleen Blatz about the law. . and the justices will cooperate such complaints private unless 

After -an audio recording of fully with that process. We wel- officials decide there is a need 
his remarks was disclos~d pub- come the opportunity." for public discipline. 
.licly last month, Johnson said Blatz also pledged to cooper- David Paull, executive secre-
he had conversations about the ate ·with the process. She previ- tary of the judicial standards 
law with. justices but received ously said it would be "highly . board, would not discuss Fri
no guarantee about its fate as it unethical" for her to comment day's case but did run through 
relates to the debate over ori, or offer assurances abo_ut, the board's general --- and 
amending the state constitution an issu·e that could come before largely private - procedures. 
to ban gay marriage. the court. When it receives a com-

Current Chief Justice Russell "It just never happened," she plaint, the IO-member board 
Anderson and Blatz have said said. first decides whether there is 
they never had such talks with But Johnson has maintained sufficient cause to pursue . it. 
Johnson. Anderson also said no he has had conversations ·with That step alone could last three 
Supreme Court justice - justices about the 1997 law, and months. If there's cause, the 
including Justices G. Barry last week, his attorney said board's options include investi
Anderson and Paul Anderson - there were witnesses to those gating and deciding on disci-
has talked with Johnson about conversations. pline. . 
the law. Emmer said that he made his A judge could reject any pro-

As a result of an ethics com- complaint out of what he called posed discipline and ask for a 
plaint against Johnson, the Sen- his "childish idealism." . hearing. Then the board would 

forward a formal complaint -
and the judge's response - to 
. the Supreme Court, which 
wo~d appoint a hearing panel. 

Because Friday's complaints 
are about Supreme Court jus.; 
tices, the chief judge of the Min
nesota Court of Appeals would 
receive any formal complaint 
and appoint the hearing panel. 

Betty . Shaw, acting · director 
of the lawyers board, described 
similarly complicated rules that 
govern her board's _ complaint 
process. Its first step is · to 
review . a complaint to see 
whether the allegations 
involved are true and in viola
tion of lawyers' ethical rules. If 
that is the case, volunteer com
mittees investigate the allega-

. tions to find · out if, in fact, they 
are true and in violation of ethi~ 
cal rules. · . 

If there · is a violation, 'the 
board then decidGs whether the 
violation merits discipline and, 
if so, what kind. . . 

The . timing · of the· · entire 
process varies greatly, said 
Shaw, · who ~d not discuss _any 
specifics of Friday's case. · · 

This is not the first time 
ethics complaints have. been 
leveled against Supreme Court 
justices. -

In 1983, the Board on Judicial 
Standards launched an investi- · 
gation into Associate Supreme 
Court Justice John J. Todd. 
Todd was accused of chea'.ting 
while taking the Florida bar 
examination.· Todd _ took the 
Florida .bar exam because he 
had hoped to practice law there 
when he retiree.I. A test monitor 

· discovered the associate justice 
using,books. · 

Todd resigned from the 
Supreme Court in 1985,. three 
days before a hearing during 
which he could have been 
removed from the bench . 

Shannon Prather contributed 
to this report. 
Rachel E. Stassen-Berger can be 
reached at rstassen-berger@ 
pioneerpress. com. 
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CAPITOL REVIEW . . . . . . . . . . . 

Legislators get down tO serious fiscal business 
• Amid all the budget matters, House and Senate members also ·, 
considered the Gophersstadiun:i,·. Me.anwhile, Sen. Dean Johnson's . 
apology doesn't end th~ debate over who talked to whom,. 

. STAR TRIBUNE APR 2 · '06 . 
By CONRAD deFIEBRE · apolis, said, it's revenue-neutral, but 
cdefiebre@startribune.com · , Pawlenty won't supp.Ort that kind of · 

tax tradeoff. . . . 
With the passage of the session's . Capitolhearingrooms wereawash 

first deadline for · committee action . in maroon and gold as House and ·. 
on bills last week, legislators got down . Senate panels approved an increased 
to ·some serious.taxing and spending state , contribution . of $235 million 
fiscal business. They also found time over 25years toward a Gophers foot
to dream ofa football staditim 0l} the . ball stadium; Transfer of, 4½ square 
University of Minnesota campus. · · · ' miles of university iand to the state 

. After a :flare-up of a session-long for a: mini.re preserve is ,-a new feature 
skirmish between two senior GOP .. olthe deal. . . 
fiscal hawks vying for the same con- , · pnd despite MajorityLeader Dean 
gressional seat, the House passed a: vjohnson's terse apology on the Senate 
supplemental budget ceiling .of $88 - floor, the controversy over his. taped 
million. Rep .. Phil Krinkie, the Taxes statements about Supreme Court jus

, V.Corrunittee chairman, helped bring. tices and the state's marriage laws just 
down the first version of the measure won't go away. Amid hints that the ju
sponsored by Ways and Means Chair- rists,· their denials· .notwithstanding, 

~JimKnoblach,butitpassed'witha · may actually have chatted wi:th the_ 
minor change three days later. Krinkie Willmar DFLer, court , ga:dfly· Greg 
and Knoblach are both candidates for Wersal, along with Republica11 Rep. 
the Sixth Congressional Distridt seat: ~ Emmer of Delano, filed ethics 

The resolution calls for less than . complaints ag~t them. ' · · · 
· · half the supplemental spending of Wersal, a Republican activist who · 

the $197 million proposed by Gov. made his name championing judg-
. Tim Pawle:rity. · · es' rights · to free speech all the way 
. Meanwhile~ the Senate Taxes Com- · to the US. Supreme Court, says he 

mittee churned out a plan to trim the never meant they should talk about · 
burden on married couples and mid- · issues· that might come before .them. 
dle-dass earners snared by the alter- · "Such conduct would be unethical," 
native minimum tax, funded by in- · he said. "The public deserves some 

.. creasing the bite on folks making answers." 
more than $180,000 a year. Chair-

. ~ Larry Pogemiller, DFL~Mirine- . Conrad deFiebre • 651-222-1673 · 

. . JIMMONE • Associated Press 

SIGNS OF THESE LEGISLATIVE l'IMES People on both sides of the same-sex 
marriage issue demonstrated Monday outside the Minnesota Senate chambers, 
where Senate Majority Leader Dean Johnson later apologized for remarks he 
made to a ·group of pastors about conversations with justices on the issue. 
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When medical devices fail placed on patients and the health care system, 
Hauser said. He added that manufacturers 
were not being asked to pay for "unreasonable 
costs" and "those infrequent random failures, 
which inevitably occur with any medical 
product." 

Medical implants sometimes face recalls, but who should pay? 

BvBAoONG 

Legislators agree that implanted medi.cal 
devices contribute to quality of life for 
countless numbers of people. They also 

agree that manufacturers are only human 
and make mistakes. But when these devices 
fail - as has been the case for some products 
from Minnesota-based companies Medtron
ic and Guidant - who ends up paying for 
the costs remains a point of contention. 
• Rep. Tony Cornish (R-Good Thunder), 

sponsor of HF3422, believes manufacturers 
carry that burden. His bill would "require 
manufacturers of certain recalled implantable 
devices to be financially responsible for 
medical costs associated with removing and 
replacing the recalled device." 

"You don't have to convince me these 
devices are important," said Cornish. "We're 
thinking about when something goes wrong 
and who pays for it." Cornish $aid it should 
not be the consumer. 

The House Health Policy and Finance 
Committee was divided March 24 on which 
party should absorb that 

In 1999, Peterson said she had a near death 
experience in the Rocky Mountains. She was 
14,000-feet in the air when her heart became 
enlarged. She suffered a heart attack and had 
a surgery resulting in an implanted Medtronic 
cardioverter and pacemaker. 

On Valentine's Day 2000, Peterson's 
husband read in the Mankato Free Press that her 
implanted device was 

For Don Gerhardt, president and chief 
executive officer of Medical Alley/MNBIO, 
the bill could create a chilling effect on the 
industry in Minnesota. Gerhardt said the 
Food and Drug Administration is already 
working on regulations at the federal level. 

It would also affect smaller companies that · 
could not take the financial losses a bigger 
company can afford, Gerhardt noted. He said 

that of the more than 
defective. The couple 
said Medtronic was 
unresponsive to their 
questions. Peterson's _ 
physician eventually 
replaced the device. 

✓when you depend on the device for your 
life, you depend on the quality." 

35,000 Minnesotans 
employed by medical 
technology companies 
in Minnesota, the 
majority are small 
companies attempting 

- Dr. Robert Hauser, a senior 
consulting cardiologist at the 

Minneapolis Heart Institute 

But from December 
2004 until June 2005, Peterson was being 
monitored for a possible defect because of a 
wire in a ventricle ofher heart. It was replaced 
in June 2005 but the defective wire, although 
turned off, was left inside. She said it is not 
known how many wires can be left in a human 
heart and that one out 100 patients die when 
a wire is removed from the heart. 

"We owned a 

to remain competitive 
in an increasingly global marketplace. 

Susan Alpert, Medtronic senior vice 
president and chief quality and regulatory 
officer, said the bill drastically changes the 
rewards and risks for smaller manufacturers. 
Alpert also said there is a clear consensus that 
the benefits far outweigh the risks. 

burden and decided to 
lay over the bill for more 
work. A companion bill 
(SF3266), sponsored 

. 1995 Ford Windstar 
fWete thinking about when somethmg van with more recalls 

• Rep. Tom Emmer (R-D_elano) sides with 
Aipert. He asked the testifiers where patients 
would be without such technology. Hauser 
said, "When you depend on the device for 
your life, you depend on the quality." Emmer 
was also concerned that lawyers might broadly 
interpret the law for litigation. · 

goes wrong and who pays for it." than any other van 

• by Sen. Julie Rosen 
(R-Fairmont), awaits action by the Senate 
Health and Family Security Committee. 

If the bill passes, manufacturers would pay a 
patient's entire medical bill, including the cost 
of the replacement device; procedures related 
to removing, replacing and disposing the 
replacement; any other medical costs associated 
with the removal and replacement of the device; 
and up to $100,000 in health complication costs 
connected to the recalled device. 

Susan M. Peterson only wishes she had that 
option. 

20 Session Weekly 

- ~ep. Tony Cornish on the market at the 
time. We were notified 

by the manufacturer of the numerous 
recalls and Ford paid for the complete costs 
involved," said Peterson. She said companies 
-like Medtronic "create wonderful products 
to improve and protect the quality of life for 
many people" but that those manufacturers 
should have the same responsibility. 

Dr. Robert Hauser, a senior consulting 
cardiologist at the Minneapolis Heart Institute, 
said current law allows manufacturers a "free 
ride." The costs from recalled devices are 

Still, it was not a clear-cut position for all 
committee members. For Rep. Fran Bradley • 
(R-Rochester), the lack of support from the 
medical community caused doubts about the 
bill, he said. 
• However, Rep. Barb Goodwin 
(DFL-Columbia Heights) said the problem 
may be best solved by spending money on 

· effective products and addressing defective 
devices. 

JL 
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fronts, including from a financial standpoi 
again. People need to continue to work to 

Wergin 

Sen. Betsy Wergin, R-Princeton, is our rea 
to speed on many issues in many committ 
including issues important to her Senate 

The former township officer of six years a 
issues without meddling into local affairs. 

She understands there's a fine line but do 

We're thankful she is aware there is too mt·,~~½;\~~~ 
and Elk River pay a price for this in their e .~1J9~ 
efforts into this endeavor for the benefit o faniili¢s7thl'oug.bJ)µtthistegion: 

Her conservative values combined with hef teJ:J.aci<>usyethappy.:.gb-luckyapptoach 

E1\J RVI E\'(l 
NORTHLAND ,~viEDICAL CENTER 
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This has to change and it will take teamwotkfrom local officials, legislators and the public. The tinnng is critical given 
legislators have been put on notice they haye let transportation languish too long. 

A constitutional amendment, though terri ly worded and reflective oflegislators' decades-long cowardice in keeping up 
with roads and pushing into the 21st cen with a multi-modal system, is a start. 

Tveite has kept all his options open to effe t change on transportation. Hackbarth will only support a gas tax increase if it 
is 20 or 25 cents. His sentiment is fine, bu it represents an unwillingness to compromise. He's too flat-footed on the key 
issue of transportation gridlock and pushi · g legislation to improve Elk River area public schools. Hackbarth, a Northstar 
backer who always reminds folks of the st e's commitment to education, notes the Northstar rail line finally got pushed 
through and counters what's wrong with o e project at a time. 

Tveite has equity on his radar and a pet prtdect in mind as it relates to early childhood funding. He recognizes investing in 
early childhood is not sexy or the stuff of r . -election campaigns because payoff comes years down the road. But studies 
show for every $1 put into early childhood eturns $9 to $17. Tveite plans to put energy into developing a public-private 
endowment to assist. 

Tveite's other areas of concern also includ~health care and public safety. He is already up to speed on a tri-county effort to 
seek bonding for a regional crime lab for S . erburne, Anoka and Wright counties. This would reduce the delays in solving 
crimes and increase chances of getting co · ctions. 

He has an uphill battle, because Hackbartij is a skilled legislator, especially for hunters, fishermen, outdoor enthusiasts 
and users of ATVs. 

As chair of the Environment and Natural !l-esources Committee, Hackbarth wrote landmark legislation that will 
dramatically reduce mercury emissions frqm Minnesota's three largest coal-fired power plants that takes ratepayers into 
consideration. 

Hackbarth must be commended for his effprts in getting money for the Oliver H. Kelley Farm in Elk River. He provided 
genuine help whereas with others it has b$n suggested it was contrived. 

Hackbarth also advanced a constitutional aendment to dedicate a portion of sales tax for fish and game preservation, but 
it fell victim to the Senate leadership. The · ffort may be dead forever, because Hackbarth plans to go back to an earlier 
version of the proposal and stand his grou d after learning the Senate never planned to get behind the measure. 

Hackbarth bent more than those in the Seip.ate, and we would prefer this more flexible approach to yield results for the 
outdoors and Minnesotans everywhere. 

We were dismayed to learn from HackbartJ:i he threw out our voters guide questionnaire due its length. 

The House District 48A legislator warns t}iat Tveite is misguided in thinking he can provide any force on transportation 
matters. We agree with Hackbarth that it '-f'on't be easy, but we need a legislator willing to do heavy lifting. 

We want to regain our status as a gateway to the north and not the logjam to the north. 

Peppin 

Joyce Peppin, R-Rogers, was impressive iii her first term as a legislator and deserves to win easily over her challenger 
Grace Baltich in 32A. 

She was the only freshman named to a vicq chair of a finance committee in her appointment to the state government 
finance committee, which oversees a $1 bi]Jionbudget. 

We see her biggest accomplishment incluid getting the Maple Grove hospital t,nrough, holding a transportation summit 
in Rogers, writing a bill on a proposed Bro. kton Avenue interchange. This forcedMnDOT to, at least, address the Rogers 
area contingent that desperately needs hel to get out of traffic congestion. Peppin is also focused on her constituents 
heading into the next session as it relates t tornado relief. 

The Rogers legislator can also be creditedf:'th setting off a firestorm of debate when she offered up legislation to put an 
issue of a school district split to a vote. Th mcrve :was premature. 

The school district can deal with key issue witboutthe threat of split overhead. The issue needs to be researched on many 

11/20/2006 10:4 7 AM 
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Amy Koch 

After sitting through an hour-long intervi 
year. She took over for Sen. Mark Ourada 

We're pleased to hear she got all the exact 
community development; and finance co 

She was quickly the chief author of a bill a 
confident this senator, if elected, is not do 

Koch secured $1.8 million for flood mitiga 

She's advocating for the transportation a 
Highway 25 in Monticello. She wasn't a fa 
success. 

Koch served her country as a Russian lin 
Monterey, Calif., and was later awarded fo 
Security Agency. 

Her opponent, DFLerTodd Ketchel is pro 

Mark Olson 

Mark Olson, R-Big Lake, who is being ch 

Olson, who works outside the stereotypic 
the American Heritage Act and a bill desig 

While these were not revolutionary measu 
hooked up the bandwagon to rid the state 
issues like unfunded mandates and social 

Despite his unorthodox ways, Olson is so 

Huhtala, who would provide a stronger vol~ii&?s~Ii8Nis·~rid.'ti-anspofaation/does rlotseem 
candidate from two years ago. 

Another toss-up 

We were less impressed with Rep. Tom Enbrier.from:twovears a11:owhen.wEfen.dorsed 

He is easily the favorite to win. We apprect;~";:t~.~~ 
issues less important to the district than 0 1U:u:i ~,;"" 

We see promise in Chris Brazelton to offerla.s.tro11ge··· f yoic. ~f.>. r.!ransp··· o~~tion. Tlle advocatefor women and the disabled 
also has a wealth of experience and knowlddgethat couldbe applied down at the Capitol. 

Dan Tveite has slight edge 

Transportation ills and more effective funcfiniofE~J.2.educationsit.atoi>theucc;1;µ 
candidates seeking your vote. 

Dan Tveite, a 16-year resident of Elk River 
these fronts. We believe should upset a go 
since Stephanie Klinzing was a state legisl 

Tveite, in seeking the House District 48A 
and get the attention this area deserves. 

As it stands now Highway 169 and Highw, 
They're not even mentioned in long-range blanniriidocumerits. 

11/20/2006 10:47 AM 
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STAR NEWS 
Editorial Posted: 10 / 31/ 06 

Open to 
the Public 

Star News: News Staff En~oresements 
Jungbauer-Starr race tough to call 

Perhaps, the most vulnerable candidate oJ the local legislative scene is Sen. Mike Jungbauer, R-East Bethel. 

Mike Starr, who ran unsuccessfully agains1 Rep. Tom Hackbarth, R-Cedar, is pressing hard to unseat the first term District 
48 senator. 

The Oak Grove DFLer has charged that Jlgbauer, who had to extend an apology to members of the Minnesota Senate 
after an ethics committee found the first-t rm lawmaker guilty of breaking Senate rules regarding the use of equipment in 
2004, has overstated his involvement in S · Francis School District affairs and Starr's campaign took him to task for 
campaign finance violations that have res · ted in $1,100 in fines. 

The ethics complaint in 2004 was filed by t sitting DFLer from St. Peter, John Hottinger. 

We at the Star News have not welcomed tij.s type of campaigning, and would prefer to see it left at the national level, where 
it has, unfortunately, been perfected. 

We have not concluded that J ungbauer lacfcs the e,haracter needed to represent this area, but we do concede of the area 
senators, he is the least notable. 

Officials throughout Elk River he has wor*d with do not always sing praise for him. The f()rmer two-term mayor of East 
Bethel attended Moody Bible Institute andl considers himself a continual learner who delves particularly into the area of 
the environmental sciences. 

This past year he wrote a bill that passed i4to law requiring homeowners di~contjnue use of and replace straight pipe 
systems within 10 months of receiving not\ce from a local unit of government. It also includes fines for non-compliance 
with the law. 

Jungbauer also co-wrote a piece of anti-drfig legislation with State Sen. Amy Koch, that would have outlawed the sale of 
drug paraphernalia. The bill was removed from an omnibus public safety bill. 

Starr clearly has a desire to represent this1rea by being out and about with local officials and the people~ He's rightly not 
satisfied with Jungbauer's low profile. In . s defense, he does work behind the scenes in ways that don't make headlines, 
but visibility is an important attribute. Es ecially, for Elk River, which feels underrepresented at several levels. 

Our sources tell us Jungbauer has not met(their expectations, and Starr, although green on some issues, shows a 
willingness to dig in and roll up his sleeve 

He's interested in freezing property taxes fprseniors who are living on a fixed income, and he has an approach to doing it 
that has promise. 

As a former St. Francis School Board memJ:>er, Starr also possesses first-hand knQwledge of the struggles facing school 
districts with unfunded mandates and the lmpact of stagnant funding levels. 

We feel the retired military veteran with 2$yeru:s 3:5 an enlisted Spldier in th~ 4i·:r•.····.·. F. ?{.~e. an ... cl .. a .. s .. ap····.o. ffi. c.•·.e ...... :r ... in the North 
Dakota Army National Guard would could(be counted on to care for veterans astl1ey return from tlie war. 

He has a criminal justice degree from Min♦tState University: 

11/20/2006 10:4 7 AM 
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1 Immigrant health care 
use is bill's target 

f{-s :V'1 ~., ~"f 
· committee also was slated to BY MARTIGA LOHN 

PIONEffi~R@Sd M~sz 9 '06 
The Minnesota House 

already voted to make police 
help federal immigration 
_authorities find illegal immi
grants. Now, a House lawmaker 

· wants to make county employ
_ees turn in unauthorized aliens 
if they try to get subsidized 
health care. 
. ..--The bill · from Rep. Fran 

"-1fradley, . R-Rochester, ,would · 
expand the use of status checks 
for immigrants who apply for 
Medical Assistance, General· 
Assistance Medical Care and 
MinnesotaCare. If someone 
came up as illegal, the county or 
state employee would have to 
report the person to the U.S. Cit
izenship and hnmigration Ser-

. _vices. 
Bradley said he's trying to 

challenge a ·"don't tell" attitude 
among human services depart
ments statewide. Under current 
policy, he said, human services 
~mployees can't report an ille
gal immigrant unless they have 
that person's written permis-
sion. .· 

"My view would be that we 
all have a responsibility to 
uphold the law," he told the 
House .Health Policy and 
Finance Committee Tuesday, 
. Several of the panel's Democ
rats ~e appalled: 

cql).Sider a proposal from Rep: 
c..Jr"om Emmer, R-Delano, that 

would cut off prenatal and post- · 
partum · care for · unauthorized 
immigrants. 1 

• 

In Hennepin County, the 
state's most populous, the pro
posal wouldn't significantly 
affect human services workers. 
because they usually don't deal 
with illegal immigrants, who 
don't qualify for most programs . 

"They just don't come in," 
said ·Bill Brumfield, who over
sees eligibility in the county's 
human services and public 
health department. 

But in rural Nobles County, 
the proposed change could 
erode the relationship between . 
a population of Hispanic immi
grants who don't speak English . 
and Nobles County Family Ser
vices, said director Lee McAllis- · 
ter. · 

He said many of those immi
grants just wouldn't come in to· 
talk about their eligibility. 

"That's one of the safeties 
they have right now with us -
they know they can come in 
here and 'Ye're not required to 
report them. In fact, we're not 
supposed to," he said. · 

The House health panel, 
which Bradley heads, didn't 
vote on his proposal but may 
wrap it into a larger committee 
bill. 

\.,""Rep. Barb Go'Odwin, DFL- ·..---------
Columbia Heights, said the bill 
reminded her of a "police state." 

"We are going to have more · 
individuals, misinformed or not, 
believing that the moment they 
.come into an ER that they're 
g2!llg to be taken away," Rep. 

~eva Walker, DFL-Minneapolis. 
Bradley said the state · 

already doesn't cover health 
care for illegal immigrants 
except in emergencies and for 
pregnancy, labor, delivery and 
postpartum care, and the bill 

+wouldn't chari'ke that. But the 

@) 
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: Cit welfare recipients from 1 
using their electronic benefit 
cards to buy cigarettes cir alco
hol, and charging them transac
tion fees to cover the cost. 

Several Democrats said the 
inove was mean-spirited and 
punished the poor. 

· ;pne. bill from Rep. Tom 
l.E"mmer, R-Delano, would -give 60 
percent of general assistance to 
new childless residents for their 
first 90 days in the state. After 
that, they could get the full ben
efit: a maximum of $203 monthly 
for single adults, $260 for child:
les·s couples .. 

''It's not about picking on 
anyone," Emmer said. "This is 
all · about what's in tlie best 
interest for everyone · iii the 
state of Minnesota, not just a 
certain segment." 

But the bill has no counter-
M~_ S 9,lAA HOUSE part in the Senate, which 
. { pr.. · lessens its chances of becoming . 

If . Ii law. e _ are 1?0 Cy · · An amendment from Rep. 
creates _rlissent , . I Tom" Sertic~ DFL-Chisholm, . 

Pff)NffWPRESf'APFl·Tl 06 L(ook some of the sting out of the 
Tempers . flared Monday · waiting. period; it would allow 

when .· the Minnesota House veterans, the mentally ill, peo
debated a weifare waiting peri- ple with disabilities and dis
od for new Minnesota residents. placed homemakers to get full 

· Lawmakers passed the bill benefits immediately. 
. 94-37 after ame11ding it to pro- -Associated Press 
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/Limits_ ori welfare benefits 
-for newcomers advance 

STAR TRIBlJNE _ APR 6 '06 . 
· -The House Ways ~dMeans Com-

-mittee overruled DFLers' objections 
Wednesday and passed a · bill that · 
w;ould make some new Minnesotan _ 
residents wait -three months to get 
full welfare benefits. -

_ -.;I=he legislation from Rep. Tom 
t.Afmmer, R-Delano, would provide. 60 
'_ percent ofgener:al a,ss_istance to new 

-childless residents for their first·· 90 
days. After that, they could get the -
full amount_;,;_ the :tnaximum benefit 
· is $203 monthly for single adults ang_ ·. 
-$260 for married couples·. _ - _ 

-. The bill passed o_Ii a divid~d voice · 
vote in _ the R~publisan-controlled 
committee. Its next stop is the House; -
floor. . . . . . . ' . 

DFLers said the proposal_ could 
· force .the state into ·costly litigation 
and, if enacted, would cause -fl.nan-

-dal hardship for vulnerable peo~le . 
including battered wo:µien, veterans, 

· the mentally ill and,disabled. -
. , . ASSOCIATED PE_ESS-

® 
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rights versus the public good 
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Proposed bill would add 
more strings to getting, 
eminent domain approyed 
.ERIC ~GEN • SUN. FOCUS 

hearings not just for criminal cases, but for civil cases 
as well, most notably the taking of land for public use. . 

The process of a government taking one's iand for 
"public use" . is called eminent domain. Thei 1 
Constitution says this cannot happen without just 
cause and compensation. · 

buildings, and in worst-case scenarios, also to redevel
op blighted properties. Proponents of a plan to change 
eminent domain law say that local,- governments have 
abused their rights in some cases, allowing multi-mil
lion-dollar private development projects to overtake 
land owned by the common citizen. 

•This belief will lead Rep. Jeff Johns~~, ,_Plymouth, 

· .· .:', 'The-Fifth Amehdment pertains to the rules of trial 

Some lawmakers and private citizens believe the 
intent of . the law was to only take land for public pur
poses such as roads, schools, hospitals or government RIGHTS~ TO PAGE 4 

_./ \ 

. · . ~ 
'•RIGHTS: FROM PAdE' 1 

• 
· and Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook, to intro-
duce bills in the Minnesota House and 
Senate this spring that would increase 
oversight of the use of eminent domain. 

"We're talking about one of the most 
fundalllental rights of this nation, own
ing a piece of property," Johnson said. 
"This law 'doesn't have to be tweaked; it 

· . needs to be changed significantly." · . 
The House Civil Law Committee held 

a three-hour hearing Jan. 11 to receive 
feedback from both sides. The bills 
would be introduced no earlier than 
March 1, · the first day that the 
Minnesota Legislature is scheduled to 
convene in 2006. 

· One thing both sides agree on is that 
the main concern is the transaction of 
land betweeri two private landowners 
when the f-irst owner is unwilling to sell 
(not the transaction from a private 
owner to a public entity such as a school 
or city); 

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled .last 
June in the Kelo vs. City of New 
London, Connecticut case that local gov
ernment officials could transfer land 
from . a private owner . to a private land 
developer if the development could ere-

. ate . a. financial . boom. The · Supreme 

. Court .said it did not matter that 10 prop-
erJ~~f •,!9 be rc1.zedJI1: tlj~ case were riot 

/'""' 

blighted according to state law. · 
. The court added, however, that some · 

states have stricter eminent doniain 
laws than the federal government and 
this ruling does not preclude a state 
from defining "public use" in its own 
view. That is why some Minnesota law
makers are reviewing the existing law. 

Opponents of the proposed bill, most
ly local government officials, said peo
ple are over-reacting to the Kelo ruling 
and they claim that the bill would tie 
down all eminent domain proceedings. 

"Despite the public outcry; Kelo didn't 
create any new laws; it reaffirmed ·what 
was already in place," said Tom 

· Grundhoefer, general counsel for the 
League of Minnesota Cities (LMC). 

A public hearing would be required 
regardless if the project were for a road 

. or a privately owned strip mall .. Local 
governments currently vote to begin the · 
·eminent domainprocess at public meet-· 
ings, . but public hearings require legal 
notification_ of all affected properties 
along with notification of the rest of the 
community in a local newspaper. · 

Another ·new provision of the bill is 
that any time the local government 
authority loses an eminent domain case 
it must pay the legal costs of the affect-
ed landowner. · 

Don Theisen, Washing~oh County 
Engineer ang a . meID:bet . · of . the 

Minnesota County Engineers 
Association Board of Directors, said 
these stricter . :provisions would . halt 
development and that higher legal fees 
· would affect landowners. · 

"You're balancing the rights· of prop
erty owners a:pd . what they think is . fair 
and the obligation (local government 

· officials) have to the taxpayer as a 
whole," Theisen said. 
• Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, pointed 
out that legal fees · would onlY be higher 
if · the government loses the eminent 
domain case. · . · 

"If evaluations were proper (initially) 
maybe · 1awyers wouldn't have to get 
involved arid defend people who don't 
have the power to fight this ( eminent 
domain) machine," Emmer said. 

New Brighton Mayor · Steve Larson, 
also a LMC Board of Directors member 
and Vice President of the Association of 
Metropolitan . Municipalities, spoke 
against the · proposal and said . transfer
ring property from one private owner to 
another is necessary at times to • retain 
residents and attract new ones. 

"When you look at affordable housing 
and senior housing, it's impossible to 
imagine doing these projects without a 
private developer," he said. "If the belief 
is the goal ( of . government) Js to·· S°E:~rve 

.. the. :greater good, then in .•~prne :cases, 
·· . eminent domain is 'necessary.'':> , .. . 

·.-;·.~-i•,·t ::. . . .' · .. · . ... ·. .·• ·:-: · .. --~/ ~;;·; 1 
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Politicizing elections 

' ~-Tom Emmer's proposed leg
islation, supported in Katherine Ker
sten's April 10 column, would stop 
anyone from voting who doesn't 
have a government-issued picture ID 
when voting or a passport, birth cer
tificate or naturalization document 
when registering. If you don't travel 
much, you'd better know where your 
birth certificate is, and if you forget 
your wallet on Election Day, you're 
outofluck 

Tiris legislation would create lon
ger lines at the polls and would re
quire more poll workers. Good gov
ernment groups, like the League of 
Women Voters, consistently point 
out the dangers that ID require
ments create. Taxpayer watchdog 
groups also point out the high cost 
to local and state governments that 
these requirements create. 

Barriers· to voyng, similar to Em
mer's, we:re ruled unconstitution-
al in Georgia and are being chal
lenged in Arizona because the U.S. 
Constitution prohibits states from 
trying to keep any citizens from p 

voting through poll taxes or other · 
schemes. 

Why do Kersten and Emmer want 
to keep some people from voting? 
According to Kersten, it's too easy 
to cheat under Minnesota's system. 
But instead of supporting this asser
tion with hard statistics, she used 
anecdotal evidence from Secretary 
of State Mary Kiffmeyer. Neither she 
nor Kiffmeyer, however, researched 
what happened to the cases men
tioned. Even Emmer has admitted 
there is no "rampant voter fraud in I 
Minnesota." 

The legal questions and increased 
taxpayer cost don't seem to . matter 
to Kersten or Emmer. The only 
things that do are politicizing elec
tions and polarizing voters. 

All Minnesotans should speak 
out t? defeat this legislation, best 
described as "Big Brother meets 
Bull Connor." 

MARK RITCHIE, Minneapolis; 
DFL secretary of state candidate 
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COUNTERPOINT 

Rampant voter fraud? Don't believe it 
• Of far greater concern are the · · 
830,000 eligible Minnesotans 
who didn't vote in 2004. · 

STAR TRIBUNE APR : 15 "06 . 
By JOSHUA. SCHENCK WINTERS 
and BRIDGETTE RONGITSCH 

· ed to · vote in their first election. tion of which we are rightly proud . 
The specter of voter . fraud pro- Yet despite that status · as the lead

. vokes fear and suspicion from cit- er in voter participation, 830,000 
. izens and legislators. But the re- eligible Minnesotans didn't vote in 
· sponse to this issue should be based 2004. This is the real challenge we 
onfacts, not fear. face, not sneaky or fake voters. 

Obviously, no one wants voter This policy change would create 
·fraud.~ · and the truth is that there is more work for every voter. Each of 

If you read the April 10 column by no evidence of serious voter fraud us is currently required to reregister 
Katherine Kersten, you might con- . in Minnesota. Here is what we do every time we move or have a name 
elude, "There is rampant voter fraud . know: · change. How many of the readers of 
at the polls! Ineligibles are voting~- :· · • In the entire United States, the this article could (or should have 
and it's all too easy!" Department of Justice charged 89 in~ to) produce a birth certificate, pass- · 

1 
The good news is that this is not dividtials with voter fraud between port, or naturalization document if_ 

true. The Minnesota Participation October 2002 and August 2005. Dur- they were approached on the street 
Project, a nonpartisan voter en- ing that same time period, 196,139,871 · by someone-conducting a voter reg
gagement initiative of the Minneso- voters cast a ballot. Th.is amounts to a istration drive? How many readers 
ta Council of Nonprofits, has beeri· minuscule voter fraud.percentage. would be willing to send a certi
working directly with new and in- • Secretary of State Mary fied copy of one of these documents 
frequent voters. The two of us have Kiffmeye:r identified "a number" of through the mail with their voter 
spent more than two years holding · cases of voter registration fraud and • registration application? 
workshops and recruiting commu- voter .fraud in Minnesota~ but the . We shouldn't hassle Minnesotans 
nity groups to encourage people number is actually so small and iso- for · wanting to do the right thing. 
to vote. We have yet to meet any- lated that it is not mentioned. Let's work to build upon our state's 
one who wan!s to vote in the wrong _. ~sten's solution, a bill au- s~ong. rep~t~ti?n ~ot civic participa
place, vote twice, or sneak over from ~red by Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Del- tion, not diminish 1t. 
North Dakota to vote in :rv,finnesota · ano, would require that registering 

Instead, we have found genuine voter~ provide a copy of their birth Joshua Schenck Winters arid Bridgette 

desire and enthusiasm to participate · . certificate, passport or naturaliza- Rongitsch coordinate the Minnesota Participa- · 

in democracy. It is inspiring for us to . tion papers. ]bis is not a solution at tion Project, a nonpartisan, nonprofit voter en

see so many young people, new citi- all. Minnesota has the highest voter gagement initiative of the Minnesota council 

zens, and new voter~who are excit.:.. · tf;tnout rate in the nation - a tradi- "of Nonprofits. 

@ 
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Stadium land swap appears on track 
• Legislators said they doubted that reports of pollution would stop the deal for a new Gophers stadium. 

By SUSAN FEYDER 

sfeydesf trlrtttBflNt0 mAPR 2 4 '06 
Members of the Minnesota House 

on both sides of the proposed Ian~ 
swap for a University of Minneso
ta stadium subsidy said Sunday that 
they don't believe the disclosure of 
· pollution problems on the 2,840-
acre parcel will derail the deal. 

The Star Tribune reported Sunday 

that the land in Dakota County that sion, overwhelmingly passed the ment would aclmowledge and take 
the university has offered to share House this month and awaits Sen- t~nsibility'' for any cleanup costs, 
with the state in exchange for a $235 ate action. · ~d Denny McNamara, R-Hastings, 
million stadium subsidy was pollut- Several House members contact- a co-author of the Gophers stadi
ed by a World War II gunpowder ed Sunday said they were already um bill. 
plant. University· officials met last · aware of possible pollution prob- "It is not our intent [for the state] 
week with the Army Corps of En-. lems on the land, but did not. believe to take over anybody's pollution lia
gineers to assess the pollution prob- that state taxpayers would have to bility," he said. 
lem. · · pay for any cleanup. · 

The Gophers stadium plan, which "In our negotiations it was our Land continues: Deal' s 
includes the land-for-subsi<;iy provi- position that the federal govern- al nature troubled oppone 

~L~~~i~d ~::! !!~~~~~~ S~~~ ~~1~~=~~ &e 
. . alone would keep the proposal Year of the Stadium," said 

House members who op- frd!]l passing. Greiling, who voted against 
posed the land-for..:subsi- v.M:indy Greiling, DFL- the Gophers stadium bill. 
dy trade said Sunday that . Roseville, agreed. 
the main reason they were "I think we're programmed · Susan F~yder • 612-673-1723 

against it was the unconven-
1tio_pal nature of the deal. 
✓Tom Emmer, R-Delano, 
said he and some of the 30 
House members votedagaipst 
tl}e bill because "the state was 
only getting property that in 
eff~ct it already owned" 
VJim . Knoblach, R..:st. 
Cloud, said he was troubled 
by a provision under which 
the university would retain 
the right to use some of the 
land for research. 

"It's sort of a fictional 
transaction," he said. 
. The disclosure of the pol
lution problems might ··at
tract more scrutiny to the 
proposal in the Senate~ 
Knoblach said. But he said 
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. New life for . El~.w(g ·. 
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DFLers a sai·I P,la , sayvoterfraud isn't a problem 
: ~ ,c& . . . 

.. · . . · federal, state or tribal government 

. BY CHA LEY SH~_ . before casting their vote. · . 

. Legal Ledger Staff Writer Emmer who introduced the bill last 
. ' · . . ............................................................................... , ...... , . session, said ·-.th_e "proactive legjsla.;· 

· T= wo Rep~b~ican state. legislators 
aren't g1vmg lip their effort to 

require voters to show photo identifi
cation at the polls. · 

tion" is needed because the integrity of , 
America's voting system Isin a "criti-
cal stage.;' . . . . . 
· . The issue has been brought. up in 

previous legislative sessions. Critics, · • · Reps. Tom Emmer of Delano 'and 
• Joe Hoppe of Chaska said last week 

they have requested · a hearing in the 
.. · Civil Law and Elections Committee for 
· -legislation that would require voters 
. to . ~how picture ID cards issued by a 

· including 8enate DFLets, · have saiQ . 
voter fraud hasn't beeri known to 

. occur at a level that · warrants · stricter 
voting requirements. 

Vqter ID .continUed on pagee) ........ . 

• .. 

. Advocacy groups ~so criticized the Voter ID -. . . . . _ .. bHL . . _ 
Continued from page 17) . . . · _ · : ·. ·. . .. : ·.••_,... . Beth F~_ase~,. public policy director 
............................. _ ......... ~···''.······· ............... , .. ; ...... . . ··. of the Mmnesota Alliance for Pro-

. • State Sen. Johnifottinger, DFL-St. gtessive Action, said the e~pense of 
Peter, is against the idea. · · : buying proper i~entification cari be .a 

"Minnesota h,as not hada prqblem . . ·l:>?rden for low-mc?me voters. 
··th · t ·r ·d ··1 ·· ~ t · ... ·, · .-1· Jt_. would also cause problems for 

w1 vo er rau . n 1ac , we ve ong . . ··· . ,. •t·· h.'. :° 1 · d · 
b b 

· · .h·. ·: f . h. . •· . : sen~or c1 1zens w o · no onger rive, 
e~n a eacon tot erest o t e nat10n · : she said. · · · · 

for . voter turnout, and it jus~ doesn:-t -·. • •·· .-: .· .. ''That's not how democracy is sup-
. make sense to make . peopl~ jump -· · \ posed to be/' Fraser said. · 
through inore hoops . when,: voJirig-,'' . <_., Hoppe s*d voters with011t· photo · 
said Hottinger, a member of the Sen- -:· jdentification can sign an affidavit 
ate Elections Committee. . •.•. st~ting their nam~ arid affirming that. .. . . . ... ,, .. ... ' . . . •, ·.> .' ,,,-('. . ,. . . . 

they are the same individual who is 
listed on the voting register. 

"We understand. that not . everyone 
carries a driver's license or . student 
ID or things of that sort. This bill is 
meant to he inclusive -so we can 
.ensure our tradition of high-turnout 
. continues. Allowing for the affidavit 
meets that goal,)' Hoppe said. 

· Last year, photo IDs were among 
. the recommendations by a bipartisan 

panelled byformer.,President Jimmy 
Carter and former Secret~ry of State 
James Baker. 

:. Voters. are required to show _phote> 

identification in Florida, Hawaii, · 
Indiana, Louisiana, South Carolina 
and South Dakota. 

The issue of voter cards was re kin.:. 
dled in Georgia last week when Gov. 
Sonhy Perdue signed legislation that 
requires a free photo ID card be used 
byvoters. · · 

The bill revamped a:h. earlier mea
sure in Georgia that was . blocked. 
when a federal judge said the 
requirement amounted to an uncon- · 
stitutional poll tax on voters, accord.: 
ing to an account by The Associated 
Press. 



2006-2010 STATE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
$ MILLIONS 

Area Transportation Partners 
• Includes Federal Formula funds* 
• Includes State Funds (TH) - Trunk Highway 
•FederalandTotalPercentageSplits 

lndude$80MFedera1Statewide8ridgeandCorridorFundsin 
2009and 2010 

• Does Not Include Standard FederalStatewideTakedown•• 
• DoesNotlndudeFederalTransitAdministrationfunds 

2006•2010 
ATP Federal =174.2 
TH State =135.1 

$30!!,3 

2006-2010 

% Split Federal 

Metro = 46.9% 
Greater MN - 53.1 % 

100.0% 

% Split State 

Metro = 44.0% 
Greater MN = 56.0~ 

100.0 0 

% Split Total 
Metro = 45.8% 
Greater MN = 54.2% 

100.0% 

Source: f,~~e:01~nv~::~ra1t1~tatlon 

Map courtesy of the Minnesota Department ofTransportation 

Map displays how much, and where, money will go for road projects 
through 2010 

based on needs to meet state standards and 
50 percent based on population. According 
to the nonpartisan House Research depart
ment, the formula results in 69 percent of 
the money going to the seven-county Twin 
Cities metropolitan area, which is approxi
mately the same percentage of the area's 
share of municipal state-aid street mileage 
and vehicle miles traveled on the system. 

• The other 5 percent of the Highway Users 
Tax Distribution Fund goes to a Flexible 
Fund. Currently, 30.5 percent is used for 
town roads, 16 percent for replacement and 
repair of town bridges and 53.5 percent 
for fixing county roads that might not 
make it onto the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation repair list. Determined 
by the Legislature, the percentages can only 
be changed every six years. 

Making it onto the project list 
So how does citizen input come intoplay? 

How do I get the road in front of my house 
reexamined or added to the projectlist? 

There are a number of ways to get involved, 
said Brad Larsen, federal relations manager 
with the department's Office of Government 
Affairs. 

A visit to the city or county engineer's office 
to research the local road plans is a good place 
to begin. Many times road plans have been 
established years in advance. Also, talkto the 
local MnDOT district staff - there are eight 
in the state- to see if the road of concern can 
move up higher on the priority list. 

Each district determines which projects 
receive funding through a list of criteria. It also 
works with area transportation partnerships to 
determine the best division of state and federal 

Photographer Charles Lincoln Merryman, photo courtesy of the Minn.esota Historical Society 

Street paving in Kerkhoven, Minn., in 1925. 
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money. The partnerships areMnDOT's attempt 
to decentralize federal road funding decisions, 
and membership includes representatives from 
county, city and state levels. 

Project pressure points 
The department's Metro District represents 

eight counties and 156 cities. 
Planning; Director Pat Burs~ws~i1po1itical 

pressure is "exerted here and there:» on the 
project selection process. But choosi11g 
which roads to build still comes down to a 
list of criteria, including preservation, safety 
and congestion with major input from the 
Metropolitan Council. 

District 7 is based in Mankato. 
Transportation District Engineer Jim Swansc:m 
said his district's criteria for fonding a road 
include the volume of traffic, the· condition 
and the overall safety of the road. 

Proposed projects are det~rn,iined .and 
information is publicly published. District 
officials . hold public information meetings 
throughout the distrkt about 12. times a year. 
"It's a very open process and.people are always 
glad about that,"·Swansonsaid. 

It can be hard speaking to· residents, 
Swanson said, because his districtisfrequeµtly 
short of dollars to address all the road needs. 
Swanson tells residents that "We will continue 
to seal the .cracks," and overlay the :road, but 
there just is not money to rebuild. 

"Nothing's e.asywhen it comes to 
transportation," said Larsen. "The more 
resident concerns you have to. meet,.the more 
complex the process becomes because there 
is always afunding issue." 

Looking to the future 
Overthenext20 years, a$1 billion funding gap 

per year for state highways is looming; based on 
federal funding projections, Larsen sa.id. Local 
funding gaps are also nearing that amount.With 
the deficit, increased construction costs and a 
continued population growth, .Larsen said the 
bottom line is that not everyone will be happy 
because not all projects canbefonded. 

Swanson said unless voters approve the 
Motor Vehicle Sales Tax constitutional 
amendment on the 2006 ballot, there are "a 
lot of things we won't be doing." 

Theamendmentpassedbythe2005 Legislature 
would allocate all the money to transportation 
and the. General Fund by 2012. Although 
the governor vetoed the measure,. putting· a 
constitutional amendment question to voters 
does not reqt1ire gubernatorial approval. 

Currently, the money is divided among 
several.areas including the Highway User Tax 
Distribution Fund, the Metropolitan Council 
and.MnDOT. £ 
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A~ }~SUE: HEALTH 

Choosing to fill 
House committee approves pharmacists' right of refusal 

Bv BAo ONG 

T 
he House has another balancing act on 
its hands - trying to find a solution to 
the clash between patient demands and 

pharmacists refusing to prescribe them cer
tain drugs. 

Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano) believes he 
F has the right answer. 

He is the sponsor of HF3032, approved 
by the House Health Policy and Finance 
Committee March 8. Under his proposal, 
pharmacists are prohibited from denying 
prescribed drugs or devices to patients except 
in certain instances. The bill was sent to the 
full House. 

"This is a balancing of the liberty of 
pharmacists versus the right and necessity 
of the patient to get their legally prescribed 
medication," said Emmer. The proposal is a 
compromise on his original bill, HF2597, and 
has received more all-around support, Emmer 
added. 

Under the bill, pharmacists would not be 
required to fill prescriptions if they have an 
objection - ethical, moral or religious - to a 
prescribed drug or device. 

Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie Memorial 
Hospital and Home pharmacist, disagrees with 
requiring pharmacists to fill all prescription 
requests. He said the number of people 
pursuing pharmaceutical careers would 
decline if they were made to feel like "second
class citizens" who couldn't hold onto their 
values and beliefs. 

"Can we at the same time think oflegislating 
that all Muslim and Jewish 

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK 

Michael Barrett, a pharmacist with Long Prairie 
Memorial Hospital and Home, testifies March 
8 before the House Health Policy and Finance 
Committee in support of a bill that would allow 
pharmacists to refuse to dispense a drug or de
vice on ethical, moral or religious grounds. 

and Barrett disagreed on whether using 
certain birth control methods, such as the 
morning-after pill, would constitute an 

abortion. 
butchers must carry pork?" 
said Barrett. "I don't 
think this is the place for 
government to get into." 

''It is the duty of pharmacists to 
fill prescriptions." 

Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba 
(DFL-Long Prairie) 
said under current law, 
pharmacists can already 
refuse prescriptions for 

-Erin Matson, president of the 
Minnesota National Abortion, always a 

contentious issue, came up 
almost from the outset. 

Organization for Women abortion issues. But 

Rep. Barb Goodwin 
(DFL-Columbia Heights) said the bill could 
be futile for patients seeking birth control, 
especially in cases of rape or incest. Goodwin 

16 Session Weekly 

Barrett said the threshold 
of pregnancy is not clearly 

defined in Minnesota. 
Meanwhile, Rep. Cy Thao (DFL-St. Paul) 

questioned whether there was even a need for 

@ 

"It's a balanced approach that 
addresses the needs of the patient and 
the needs of the pharmacist, personally 

and professionally," 
- Todd Sorenson, president-elect of 

the Minnesota Pharmacists Association 

the bill. He said patients denied prescriptions 
today already go to other pharmacies or 
sources. 

Todd Sorenson, president-elect of the 
Minnesota Pharmacists Association, said 
the bill would be a proactive step. "It's a 
balanced approach that addresses the needs of 
the patient and the needs of the pharmacist, 
personally and professionally," said Sorenson. 
"This issue, for the pharmacists association, is 
not about abortion. It's about balancing values 
and balancing access." 

Others, like Erin Matson, believe the 
doctor-patient relationship should determine 
if a prescription is in order. "It is the duty 
of pharmacists to fill prescriptions," said 
Matson, president of the Minnesota National 
Organization for Women. "It is the duty of this 
committee to rise above militant, unscientific 
personal beliefs about birth control." 

Another clause would allow pharmacists to 
deny patients prescriptions if the drug or device 
was out of stock. But the pharmacist would 
have to offer alternatives, such as locating 
another pharmacy with the prescription in 
stock. Rep. Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan) said this 
could still be an issue for Catholic hospitals, 
which may not want any part in aiding an 
abortion. 

Both Republicans and Democrats said the 
words "timely" and "reasonable" used to 
describe how pharmacists would help patients 
if their prescriptions are denied - could be 
troublesome. 

Under the bill, pharmacists can also refuse 
to provide prescriptions if they determine a 
drug or device would cause medical problems 
for a patient or if payment is not received. 

A companion bill, SF2647, sponsored by 
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (DFL-Rochester), awaits 
action by the Senate Health and Family 
Security Committee. eL 
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Let's be friends 
The Legislature looks to get along in '07 

By Brian Voerding 
Winona Daily News 

Sure, there's the impor
tant task of passing a budget 
when the Minnesota Legisla
.tl.w:. convenes next month, 
the money that ~ will keep 
every state department run
ning for the next two years. 

Snooze. 
How interesting the 2007 

session is will be defined by 
this: will lawmakers get 
along? 

Bipartisan cooperation 
has been a talking point for 
Democrats, who took control 
of the House and widened 
their majority in the Senate 
in the November elections. 

While DFL lawmakers 
now have the numbers to 
pass bills regardless of 
Republican opposition, they 
say they're more interested 
in working together and set
ting a new tone in the state
house. Sessions - have been 
marked by bitter partisan
ship in recent years, includ
ing the 2005 session that 
caused a partial government 
shutdown. 

Only time will tell 
whether relationships next 
year will be collegial, if not 
congenial, although a pauci
ty of controversial issues 
could help. Some legislators, 
though, already have high 
hopes for cooperation across 
party lines. 

Winona's DFL Sen.-elect 
,. Sharon Erickson Ropes 

pointed to this year's fresh
man orierttation as an early 
sign that teamwork is a high 

© Copyright 2006 WINONA DAILY NEWS 
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STATE- POLITICS, 
LOCAL IMPACTS 

This is the sixth in a series of 
stories exploring some of the 
top issues the Minnesota 
Legislature will likely deal with 
when it convenes Jan. 3, 
what local legislators think 
and how the bills would hit 
home. Previous stories can be 
found at www.winona 
dailynews.com. 

St<Hev.::de smokina ban 
f:duG1tion fund:n~i' 
C,;:pital i:nprov~rnents 
No ( hiid Ltft Beh1nd 
Tr<,, 1sp1Jrtation 
Bipartisan cooperation 
a,.dget ancl projected surplus 

priority. The orientation, both 
bicameral and bipartisan, was 
a first for the Legislature. 
Democrats sat next to Repub
licans. House members sat 
next to senators. 

"It's an indicator of an 
effort to · reach out to every
one," Ropes said. "You get to 
know your colleagues as peo
ple, because we're all new, 
going through the same 
process." 

And, Ropes said, they all 
got along just fine. 

The new majority leader in 
the Senate, Larry Pogemiller 
of Minneapolis, has purposely 
kept a lower profile than pre
vious majority leaders and 
says he wants to keep the 
Senate focused on issues 
instead of partisanship. 

"I hope to set the Senate 
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back to its roots," Pogemiller 
said in an interview earlier 
this month. "Same intensity, 
more bipartisan efforts." 

The assistant majority 
leader in the Senate, Tarry] 

E> Clark of St. Cloud, echoed his 
sentiments. 

"We .hope to come out not 
with Democrat bills, but with 
Senate bills," she said in an 
interview earlier this month. 

House Deputy Minority 
• Leader, ) Tom Emmer, ·. R

Delano, said he thinks House 
represenfatives will get along 
fine, as long as they're willing 
to separate disagreements 
from their individual beliefs 
and realize they're at the 
Capitol to do a job. 

"If we can get past personal 
feelings, it'll work," he said. 
"Decisions need to be made for 
the greater good, whether 
they agree with one side of the 
aisle or not." . 

Longtime Rep. Gene 
s Pelowski, DFL-Winona, has 

seen it all in his 20 years as a 
legislato:r;- and said he's hope- . 
ful that next year will mark a 
new trend. As speaker pro 
tem of the House, he plans to 
use his influence to bring the 
same values of nonpartisan
ship that he uses in his model 
legislature program for high 
school students. 

• "I think;:(talks of coopera
tion) are t'eal, and hopefully 
something Jhat will permeate 
everything"" Pelowski said. 

Emmer, who is one of only 
49 Republicans in the· 134-
member House, said he hopes 
the pre-session talk will hold 
true after the Legislature con
venes Jan. 3, noting that the 
Republican minority doesn't 
have much of a choice. 

"They can do this with or 
without us." 
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p·Jii1f ~;Ufd~;q~i~~iofuis to present photo ID 
Minnesota should join sev- · 

en other states in requiring vot
ers to present a photo ID before 
casting a ballot, tw:o Republi
can~slators said Thursday. 
~tate· Reps. Tom E:mn;1er 

\.l(Delano and Joe· Hoppe of -
Chaska want election law 
changed so that v~iers must 
prove their identity-by bring:.. 
ipg a go:vernment-issued pic
ture identification card to the 

1 

polls. If they don't have a driv- maintaining public confidence Peter, said the bill could cau~e 
er's · license, a passport or an- · in elections. longer lines at the polls and dis-
other official ID, they would be But Beth Fraser, public pol- courage voting. 

· able to sign an ~davit swear- icy director for the Minneso- "Minnesota has not · had a 
ing to their identity. · ta Alliance for Progressive Ac- problem-with voter fraud," he'-_ 

They' said the bill isn't in re- tion, said _ the proposal would said. ''In fact; we've long_ been · · 
sponse_ to any particular cases make voting tougher, especial- a beacon to the rest of the na- -
of voter fraud in Minnesota. ly for the homeless or people · tion for voter turnout and it just 

"We're not going to wait un- who no longer drive. . doesn't make sense to make 
til we have a problem," Emmer · "Ifl lose my :wallet, I lose-my people jump . through more 
said. · · rigll.t-to vote," she said. · · hoops when voting." _ 

Hoppe said it's an issue. of .. ,/Sen.JohnHo~tinger,DFL-St. _· . AssbciATEDPRESS 
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}:2 Republican lawmakers 
;:push voter ID legislation 
~ . 

, · Legislators' effort aims to pre-empt· fraud 
BY BRIAN BAKST 

PIONEfR;AAi$·PJAN 27 '06 

'. Minrfosota should join seven 
-other states in requiring voters 
:to present a photo ID before 
:casting a ballot, two Repul:>lican 
'lawma,kers said Thursday. · 
; '-"State Reps. Tom Emmer of 

~ano, and Joe Hoppe of Chas
:ka want election law changed so 
:.voters must prove their identity 
:by . bringing _ a government
;issued picture ID card to the 
_polls. If they don't have a dri
ver's license, passport or anoth
;~r official ID, they would b~ able 
;fo sign an affidavit swearing to 
their identity. 
. . They ~aid the bill isn't in 
·response to any particular cases 
·of voter fraud in Minnesota. 
' { ''We're not going to . wait 

until we have · a problem," 
Emmer said. 

Hoppe said it's an issue of 
maintaining public confidence 
in elections. 

They held a news conference 
to detail the bill on the same day 
Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue 
signed a new voter identilica
tion law in that state. A previ
ous Georgia law to require 
photo ID was blocked by a fed
eral judge, who said it amount
ed to an unconstitutional poll 
tax because some people could
n't afford to buy a state ID. 

The Minnesota lawmakers 
said they believe their bill takes 
those concerns into account. 

But Beth Fraser, public poli
cy director for the Minnesota 

· Alliance for Progressive Action, 
said the proposal would make 

voting tougher, especially for 
· the ho;meless or people who no 
longer drive. 

"If I lose my wallet, I lose my 
·_right to vote," she said. 

Sen. John Hottinger, DFL-St. 
Peter, said the bill could cause 
longer lines at the polls and dis- , 
courage voting. · 

"Minnesota has not had a 
problem with voter fraud," he 
said. "In fact, we've long been a 
beacon to the rest of the nation 
for voter turnout, and it just 
doesn't make sense to make 
people jump . through more 
hoops when voting." 

Besides Georgia, the other 
six states with a photo ID 
requirement are Florida, 
· Hawaii, Indiana, Louisiana, 
South Carolina and South Dako
ta, according to the National 
Conference of -State · Legisla
tures. 
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House approves bill 
for voters to show ID 

House Republicans pushed nority members. 
through a bill Tuesday that "It's a voter-suppression 
would require every Minne- ~," said Rep. Keith Ellison, 
sota voter, including those al- DFL-Minneapolls. . 
ready pre-registered, to pro- The proposal also might 

. duce a picture ID in order to affect hundreds or thousands 
vote. The vote was 71 to 62, of voters who have cast their 
largely along party lines. ballots in the same precincts 

"We're the last state m the for years, and who are sur- • 
union that allows vouching," prised by the demand for a 
by which voters ·can r.egis- photo ID, DFLers said. · 
ter on election day without "If grandma forgets her 
an ID if another registered purse back at the farm, she 
voter in the precinct vouch- won't be able to vote," said 
~ for them, said Rep. Tom House Minority Leader Matt 

Emmer, R-Delano, sponsor ~tenza, DFL-St. Paul . 
of the bill. The bill has few prospects 

Anecdotal reports abound for advancing. · 
of possible voting by noncit- The · DFL-controlled Sen
izens· or others who are ineli- ate has no such bill, and the 
gible, Emmer said, and he es- , House ID bill will not be part 
timated that "eight out of 10 of conference committee de
citizens would say that a pie- liberations, Entenza said. 

.._ ture ID is reasonable." Republicans removed 
House DFLers argued from the bill a provision that 

that there is almost no proof would require new regis
of significant voter fraud in trants, including those who 
Minnesota and that the mea- have moved from one pre
sure was an effort to reduce cinct to another, to produce 
participation, particularly proof of citizenship. 
among seniors, college-age DANE SMITH 
voters, new citizens and mi-
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· Co~,~,,ee t? limit · 
thelo~~JtJJJ,f stnp clubs 

STAR TRHlUN-Etr:.M,~Vttl-9.•· 06 
. . .:: . . ,:·: ... · _·' .· ~ .-:~:-.. i -~':--:/1'-;-~t,~~---.. · .. 

With b~~~~t/ lt~~1:@,$, · said that without such legis-
?onding~_. <cffi~ .. l n.i~P1~;8ffi~f . · lation, local governments_can 
1ssu~s still u,nre~9\~~H:i ,;~ e · · fJJ?-d themselves s~pnsed 
Legislature, m;~m~~JS.<~ -~ :- . . With such an establishment 
aged one breaktµr.0,'4gu.m¢¢7 . against their will. 
inent Thursd4y: pq:$.mlsJti.hs "We've · had it happen 
near schools-ot cl}.~9l~~/:~· . . where somebody comes in, 

Unless local g9\,;etijm.¢.'nts says they're going fo set up 
want them. : · ··' '·. ·; ·.'.\;. ·_ .. · a little manufacturing plant 

An unusual . cotifete.nce or tobacco shop, and when 
committee converiedi · ·on they open the doors, it's a 
Thursday mornihg to fil.~cuss · strip club." Without an oi.-di
a bill that would bar • strip nance on the books, local gov-

. clubs.within about a '.haif-inile ernments have little recourse 
of aychool or church. _ · except to take the business-to 
vRep. Tom Emmer, ~Dela- court, Rukavina said. ''A lot of 

no, who-was aniong tlie· coli- them don't have those kinds 
ferees, said the bill is . really of resources." 
designed to protect small lo- ~n. Steve Dille, R-Dassel, 
cal governments from the ex- sponsored the bill in the_Sen
pense of individually drafting ate after a strip club opened in 

· ordinan~es _to prohibit sex- Eden Valley, population 800, 
oriented .entertainment es- inJanuary. Townspeople have 
tablishments. been struggling since then to 

"It can costs thousands of force the club out of business, , 
dollars for, these little cities including passing an ordi-
anc!.,iowns," he said. nance.banning nude dancing. 
VRep. Tom Rukavina, DFL- PATRICIA LOPEZ 
Virginia, another conferee, 
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targeted 

( continued) 

Anderson - there are three 
Andersons on the court - and 
former Chief Justice Kathleen 
Blatz about the law. . 

When an audio recording of 
his remarks was publicly dis
closed, Johnson revised his 
account of what happened and 
said he received no. guarantees. 
Current Chief Justice Russell 
Anderson and Blatz have said 
they never had such talks with 
Johnson.· Russell Anderson also 
said no Supreme · Court justice, 

· including G. Barry Anderson 
and Paul Anderson - has talked 
with Johnson about the law. 

John Kostouros, Minnesota 
Supreme Court spokesman, said 
Paull told him "it's pro forma to 

+9pen up a file on a judge any-

~+r -z~vv -z 'th":J ,~~alt? T ·t "J_3 

time someone files a complaint." three Andersons with both the 
"It's just an acknowledge- Board on Judicial · Standards 

ment that they've received ·a and the state Lawyers Board of 
complaint of a possible ethics Professional Responsibility. 
violation and will look into it," The lawyers board declined 
Kostouros said. earlier this month to take up the 

The initial allegations were · complaint. The Board on Judi
serious ones, said Maury Lands- cial Standards sent a letter to 
man, a University of Minnesota Wersal saying it didn't have 
Law School clinical professor jurisdiction over Blatz, because 
who specializes in ethics. she is no longer a justice, but 

"Deciding in advance about a agreed t_o an investigation 
case to come before you goes to against the Andersons, Wersal 
the heart of the fairness of judi- said. 
cial decision-making," he said. Then, at the prodding of the 
"Judges are supposed to decide other · person who made the 
on what's in front of them based /complaint, state Rep. Tom 
on the arguments and the Emmer, R-Delano, the board 
facts." agreed to expand its investiga-

The fact that the board is tion to all seven justices. 
investigating all the Minnesota Wersal said Saturday he.was 
Supreme Court justices is glad the scope had been 
"extremely unusual," Lands- widened. 
man said. "My concern was if you do an 

Greg Wersal, a Golden Val- investigation where they simply 
ley resident and crusader ask, 'Dean Johnson, did you talk 
against state Supreme Court to Barry Anderson?' and he says 
rules, said he filed the com- no, but they don't ask, 'Who did 
plaint against Blatz and the you talk to?' "Wersal said. 

Still, Wersal said, he doesn't 
have confidence in the investi
gation. 

"One hopes that somebody 
wants to get to the truth here, 
but my concern about the board '. 
is so much of what they do is not ; 
public," he said. "We need some · 
transparency." · 

Johnson couldn't be reached 
for comment Saturday. 

When the Board on Judicial 
Standards receives a complaint, 
it can dismiss it, conduct an 
inquiry or order a public hear-

. ing. The board can issue letters 
of warning or public reprimand. 
In more serious cases, the 
Supreme Court can impose pub
lic censure, removal or involun
tary retirement. 

If the current case reaches 
that level, a panel likely would 

. be appointed to handle it, 
Landsman said. 

Mara H. Gottfried can be reached · 
at mgottfried@pioneerpress. corn 
or 651-228-5262. 
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State to 1nvest1gate all 71ust1ces 
• Remar...ksb;v.Sen De~°M1sonhave led to a Standards Board probe. \,;flled by state Rep. Tom Emmer, R~ "We have opened investigative 

STARTRIBUNt Al-'H . . . · Delano,andlawyerGregWersal.Ina files,"hesaid. "Ican'tsaymorethan 
By PATRICIA, LOPEZ · er conversations with a legislator re- follow-up letter, Emmer made clear that." 
plopez@startribune;com garding Minnesota's marriage laws. that his complaint was not limited to Paull said that neither he nor 

The board could dismiss the com- those three. · · his assistant, Deborah Flanagan, 
For what may be the first time in 

its 40-year history, the state Board on 
Judidal Standards.has <;>pened inves
tigative files on all s~ven Minnesota 
Supreme Court justices, the re$ult of 
a complaint that alleges that one or 
more of them may have had improp-

plaint or take disciplinary action After a preliminary investigation, who has been with the board near-
against any or all of the justices. the board has now opened files . on ly since its inception, could recall a 

~t laun?>ed an investigation of Justices Lorie Gilde=r- · ·tinie when inv~s~iga!\o°:5 had been 
Chief Justice Russell Anderson and son, Helen Meyer an · an Page.' opened on all s1ttmg Justices. 
Associate Justices Barry Ander- · David Paull, executive secre ary 
son and Paul Anderson earlier this . of the board, said he could not com- Court continues: Dis.cipM3 action 
month on the basis of complaints ment on·the specifics. can be imposed private . A 3 ► 

J / 

Board will investigate 
all seven sitting justices 
◄ COURT F~ Floridabarexamhehadtaken the law. 

as part of his plans to retire. At the time, Chief Justice 
John Kostouros, spokesman Anderson said that he had · 

for the court, said he could not Dean Johnson case questioned ·his associates .:ind 
comment. · The multiple investigations that no such conversation had 

into the current court arose ever taken place. The Supreme 
Last discipline in 1985 from the controversy over Court operates under a strict 

Paull said that when the whether Senate Majority Lead- code of judicial · canons that 
board receives a complaint, itverf>eanJohnson,DFL-Willmar, prohibits justices frorri. giv
first conducts a preliminary had improper conversations ing anY:indicationofhowthey 
investigation .. After that, it can with one or more justices. might .rule on cases. 
dismiss the complaint or go to InJanuary,Johnsonprivate- Johnson apologized to the 
an actual investigation. ly assured a group of pastors Senate, and the ethics panel 

The board has the authori- that he had been told by more closed its investigation without 
ty to.call witnesses and gath- ' than one Supreme Court jus- resolyingthebasicconundrum 
er information, Paull said. If it tice that the court would not of a chief justice who insisted 
decides to impose disciplinary take up the issue of same-sex that no such conversations had 
action, it can do so privately. marriages. Such marriages are ever taken plac_e and a senator. 

If the.judge in question asks prohibited by law, but propo- who said they had. 
for a hearing, tl;le matter be- nents of a constitutional ban Johnson said . Friday that 
comes·public. have insisted that the court he had been info;rmed by the. 

When the process is com- · could at any time overturn b_oard that investigations had r- " 

t!Jl~ti:p~=~ ~~/tif~t~ , t!ij~:~oh'~as caught 6,~'.:t:;~-:tt~;;l?,ut.\p~_ct.Jw::_o~~f~\f p~~:: 
tf.eme Court, which would · saying that .justices had told Paull ... said the board gets a 
·,~ en appoint a fact-fmding him they would nottake up the little pver 100 ·written com
J)@lel. If a justice is involved, case, m/pai"tb~cau~_e,.they had plaints a year regarding ju~ges 
fiAe panel would.,be appointed to standfqrreelectioh. and judicial officers. The pro
~y the Court of Appeals. Johnson later disavowed · cess for resolving such com
t: ,·There has not been a com- those statement~, saying · he plaints is complex, he said, be
}'>,1¢n.t that resulted in action had "erribellished'~the conver- cause "these are people held to 
·against a justice since 1985, sations~ :But eve:n, when;he was a very high standard, so there's 
:When Justice John Todd re- called before . a · Senate ethics. a tremendous amount of due 
;signed from the bench days panel, pis lawyet rri.$lt;tined processinvolved." .. . :-:ht::.:.:/: 
mer 4.iAsi:H:i_aJ.1?.an,eJ conclu,d- that h~. ,did· have casual·cc;m- . ./· ' :/ , ':\::_:,tL::: !: 

i-~:d that he. had cheated on a versations with justices about Patricia.Lopez·~Gsi-2_2~::l?B,s '::Li·::·: 
•~/' >•:.~. .·. ·_r.',- ·· .. , ' - : :·.'~}<;_:;·. 
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'Special pro~ecutor sought· 
ics hearing on the matter, and his 
lawyer alluded to witnesses. 

• Rep. Emmer wants the Judicial Board to hire one to 
investigate the seven state Supreme Court justices. 

The ethics panel ultimately 
but that he doesn't knowwheth-· opted to end its inquiry as long 
erthatfitswithEmmer'srequest as Johnson apologized for his 

B~Ii~Jfb~4:,~E~AY 6 '06 
plopez@startribune,com 

The legislator who asked . 
that investigative files be 
opened on all seven Minne
sota Supreme Court justices 
:r;iow wants the Board on Judi- · 
cial St~ds to hire a special 
prn~tor in the case. 
·· ep. Tom Emms,-R-Dela
Iio:'-said Friday that lie made the 
request because "I think it will 
give mote independence and 
credibility to the findings." 

The board, charged with 
oversight of judicial employ
ees and judges, opened .inves
tigations on all seven justices 
last week to determine wheth
er . any of them had spoken to 
Senate Majority Leader Dean 
Johnson, DFL-Willmar, about 
the state's marriage laws. 

David Paull, executive sec
retary of the board, said he has 
passed Emmer's request on to 
the members. He said that the 
board's rules allowitto employ a 
private investigator or other ex
perts to conduct investigations 

for an independent counsel. role in the incident. · 
Supreme Court officials did Emmer, an attorney who sits 

not return calls · Friday after- on the House Civil Law Com
noon. · mittee, said he was disturbed 

In January, Johnson was se- that there was no .attempt to 
cretly taped telling a group find who was telling the trt1th. 
of pastors that he had spoken · "Our country is a country 
with several justices and been · of laws," he said. "If you don't 
assured they would not over- .believe in· the judges, in the 
turn the state's ban on same- courts, where's ·the incentive 

. sex marriage. to follow the law? This is not . 
Proponents ofthe ban had about politics. It's about giving 

been making the case that the the court the chance to absolve 
ban could be overturned at any itself and restore public trust." 
time and that a constitutional Ifwitnessesarecalledandjus
amendment is needed to make tices interviewed, Emmer said, 
the ban permanent. "one .of two things will ~appen: 

When the tape surfaced, a The justices will 1.:,e absolved, or, 
political .firestorm erupted, if somebody violated a judicial 
with Chief Justice RussellAn- canon, action will be taken" If 
derson insisting that no sitting there is no independent inquiry, . 
justice ·had had such conversa- he said, "people will always look 
. tions with Johnson. at this issue and think, 'What do 

Johnson later retreated they have to hide?"' 
somewhat, saying he had "em- Emmer said he is confident 
bellished" his recounting of the the board will appoint a spe
conversations. But he continued cial prosecutor and conduct · 
to insist that ·conversations had a wide-ranging investigation. 
occurred, even at a Senate eth- Patricia Lopez• 651-222-1288 
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Wff d rice .. bill clears House 
By Brad Swenson the strains. . pass several· hundred thousand • Rep. Kurt Zellers, R-Maple 
Pioneer Political Editor ► Evaluation of · methods acres, only 30,00 acres are held _Grove, wanted assurances that 

A bill seen as a first step to availa~le for • maintaining the in trust by the band, Moe said: the study won't be applied to . 
protect native.wild rice in Min- · integrity of the strains in Min-: "Ho~ever, on that 30,000 production agricultur.e in the · 
neso.ta won approval in the nes'ota lakes, rivers -. and acres thar Leech Lake. holds iri future. 
Minpesota House on Monday. str~ams, including scientific, trust, they have ;a Department of · "The only potential challenge, . 

The bill, authored by Rep. regulatory and any_ other r~a- NaturaliResources ... and a staff paddy rice, is also an importan.t 
Frank Moe, DFL-B~midji, would• sonable methods the commis- · person dedicated specifically to crop," Moe ·said .. "There might 
require the state to -study the sioners of agricti.ltu,re_ ~nd natu- the· maintenance ·of the n~tive . be some .application there in 
current state of Minne·sota,'s ·ral resources niay identify. -- . wild rice stands on that, and genetically modified rice, but · 
native wild rice to determine ►. Recommendations ·tha.t they are looking to work -with we're not addressing that_ ..,.... 
any threats to its viability and to · ~ddress the ·: findlngs of the ·· the Minnesota Department · of only the research done today." 
report on whether further study . study. ·,;,..... · _ · Natural Resources and Depart- . Moe, in a statement, said that 
is needed. .· . • Rep. Tom :emmer, ·R-Delano, ment of Agriculture to _study "wild rice is not only historical- . 

It's seen as a first step in pro- wondered if the need for the this more-broadly." ly and economically-important 
tecting Minnesota's . natural study . came fro:tn sportsmen's · The study will benefit all for all Minnesotans,· .it's sacred 
wild rice from possible contam- groups or "the sovereigns, the users of wild rice, Moe said . to the Ojibwe .people. It's. not · 
inatfon from genetically grown -bands from up north."_ He also •when Rt:P· Karen Klinzing,_ R- only an important food for peo
wild rice, which is under stµdy · asked: "Is there a, .problem with Woodbury, . asked the Bemidji pie but ii:; prime fish and duck 
.by the University 'of Minnesota. the ;wild rice in the state of Min- .DFLer if "the' intention ·of the . habitat. · _· . 

"Essentially, we're ·conC;erned · nesota - where is- the: genesis ·. · study is to preserve this ec·o- "We have a declining wild rice . 
abouf the status of native wild for this proposed examination?" nomic benefit just for the tribal · populatio~ and we need to take 
rice in Minnesota," Mqe said on . There is an apparent dedine folks in your area." sensible steps to make sure. our 
t,he Hous~ floor. "This will ask in favorable habitat · for wild · Saying he fished Saturday · native strains _"stay ·with us · for · 
the Department of Agriculture rice, Moe said, which is impqr-. where a- wild rice · stand will the future;" he said. . 
and Department of Natural · tant as · duck habitat, spawning later grow on Big Lake, Moe said The bill passed the House 100-
Resources to accu!fiulate -the grounds for: small-mouth bass · • that ·the health of . native wild 30 ancl was given a first reading 
information they have available and other fish, as well as a har- rice stands "is a concern of Tuesday in the Senate and· 

1 
09 . .wild . :rice • populations, ves_table crop for Indians and everypody in our district. referred ·to the Senate .Agricl.ll

. decline in quality and other non-Indians. . . "Very many people where I ture, .. Veterans and · .'Gaming 
: issues, and bring that forward · "A lot of the bands of north- live duck-hunt in those areas. __ _. Committee. · A- similar bill, · 
.to "!-J.S next year.and recommen- ·:ern Minnesota, Indian tribes, I think it's of great concern to authored by Sen. Becky Lourey, 
dations for a futµre study." are concerned about the cur- · everyb~<>:dy in the district and DFL-Kerrick, already sits in that ' 

The bill calls for the two state rent stands of wild rice and . many people throughout Min- . panel. 
agencies to pool the research populations," Moe. said. "Smne . nesota,'' Moe_ added . . · . ', 181 bswenson@bemidjipioneer.c~m 
they have_ now and recommend . of them are concerned about Klinzing said she was cqn- . -· --- -ei 

to the Legislature next year if the possibility of the genetically cerned that the study also look _ 
there ·ii:; a need for a further, modified -version of wild rice, . adabeling of wild rice, saying · 

· more comprehensive study · on although none have been devel- she was surprised to a package 
the state of · two strains of oped at this time." of wild rice: labeled as natural 
indigenous wild rice that are · Emmer also asked if Indian · when it was actually cultivated 
"sacred . to the Ojib_we · people tribes are involved in the wild rice from Califo~a. · 
and important both historically researcl?-. . - · · · · "It had been cultivate'ci, it was-:-

. and economically to· this state." "Many of my constituents in ·n't -wild stuff but it was: being 
The proposed study would north-central· Mirines6ta - sold under the Minnesota wild 

include: some of ·them ~re band mem- · --rice label," she said iil support .- ,► Evidence of population hers of the Leech .Lake Band of of the bill. "I do think it is an· 
decline _in the strains in Min- Ojibwe, some of. them. aren't - . important part_ of _·our heritage, 
nesota lakes, rivers and streams brought _this issue to .' my atten-: and it's a product we can· claim · 
· and, if a decline is found, an tjoil over the course of ·the last for our state." · 
explanation. of possible con~ ·couple ofyears, Moe said. "And 

._tributing factors. · · being that I represent that por-. ► Arguments for· and against tion of the . state, I'~ carrying 
the econo·mic, agronomic, cul- this forward in the Legislature." 
tural and historical impprtance While the boundaries· .of the 
of maintaining the integrity of Leech Lake .Reservation encom-,, A 
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voter· 11'1 ··••. 

' .A picture ID wotild be 'r~.qu.irEfrl td vote Uild.J:r aR~pub- ' . 
lican~b~ck~d bill ·passed 71--62 by the Mi_nnesola .Hous~· , ·· . . 
Tuesday on a vote that largely followed party li.ri.~s. :;--··.· ;_ 

·.: The bill,. sponsoreq· by Rep~ Tom Emme~1 !{;~~.!~<?, •_, · · 
would ... _require even registered voters .to produce a photo·: .. '· 
.Ill atthe polls: · · - · " · '•' , 
. • Ho~se 'i)FLers . maint~iiled. that the~e is alni.ost· no-. 
proof of significant voter' fraud -in.Minnesota and tnat,the· 
rp.easure·was ar1 effort to reduce .participatiop., part~cu- ,.· 
larly among the elderly, college-age ·voters and ;new citi
zens and m(norities. · --- : · ·· _ , . ., .•• ': · 

The bill isn't expected to get further, however, ·becaus~ · 
.there is no companion bill in the OFL:-controlled Senate-; . 
and Hbu§e·· Minority Leader Matt Entenza, pFL:St,Paul; -• . 

· ... said the ·propqsal won't be part of conference· committee · 
-·deliberations. · - · · · · · " " " ... · : 

@) 
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I HdUs?passes biH requiring ID for voters 
. . . . 

ST. PAUL ..:_ A picture ID Minnesota and that the mea-
would .be required to vote sure was an effort to reduce 
un_der a Republican-backed· participatio_il, particularly· 
bill passed 71-62 by the among the elderly, college-age· · 
Minnesota House Tuesday on voters and new citizens and 
a ·vote that largely followed -. · . minorities. 
party lines. . The _bill isn't expected to 

• The bill sponsored by ~ get further, however, because 
Torn Emmet, R-Delario., would there is no companion bill in 
reqmre ·even preregistered · --, the DFL-controlled Senate 
votei;-s,.to produce_a photo ID and House Minority Leader 
atthe polls. · • Matt Entenza, DFL-St. ·Paul, 

.House DFLers maintained . said the proposal won't be 
that there is almost no proof part of conference committee 
of significant voter fraud 1n deliberations. · 

~ 
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PHARrr~~ffRPRtss° AP~i~8Go6NCE 

People might like 
compromise; but 

that doesn'tmake 
it good law 

Tf Tom Cruise were your pharmacist, your visit 
.lmight go like this: . 

"I'd like to fill this prescription, please," you say, 
. . handing over the crumpled form you kept in your 
wallet too long. 

The white-coated Scientologist looks it over, flashes that gold
en-boy smile and hands it back. 

"Sorry - these_ antidepressants will just mask your prob
lem," he says. "There is no such thing as a chemical imbalance. 
Next!" 

This pharmacological fantasy is brought to you by the Min
nesota Legislature, which is moving ahead on bills that would. 

· allow pharmacists to just say no to prescriptions they object to 
on "ethical, moral or religious grounds," in the words of the 
House version. ..-

In other states where this has arisen, this has been viewed as 
a movement from anti-abortion forces, who view the ''morniiig
after pill' '. as a medicinal abortion. In Minnesota, there is move
ment toward a compromise that pharmacists and abortion-rights 
groups can live with. · 

At a hearing of the House Health Policy and Finance Commit-
tee last month, Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie pharmacist who 

'"'Opposes abortion, said some pharmacists view the "morning
_, ,after pill" as a medicinal way of terminating a pregnancy . 
. ,;; "Minnesota is definitely pro-life," Barrett told the committee. 
,.~"We overwhelmingly choose the culture of life over the culture of 

.':' :death. I think we need more pharmacists of conscience, not 

.., ,fewer." He said if pharmacists do not win ethical protection, "we 
will end up with a profession devoid of people of faith, people of 
morals, people of ethics." 

THERE OUGHTN'T BE A LAW 

~

,, eanwhile, officials of the Minnesota Pharmacists .Associa
:'.: tion have worked with the Hous·e sponsor, Rep. Tom 
-~~er, R-Delano, and the Senate sponsor, Sen. Sheila Kiscaden, 
vf}FL-Rochester. The bills allow . · 
, .. ;pharmacists to opt out but aim At ISSUe: whether to 
: to protect patients so they can . 
•nget their prescriptions filled. In protect pharmacists 
...,, larger pharmacies, patients 
-=-,may not notice any difference. 
.,, NARAL Pro-Choice Min-

-::nesota, 1 an abortion-rights 
,.. ,group, argues that the opt-out 
-.,bill, with its protections . for 

patients, is better than current 

who choose not to 

dispense drugs they 

object to. 

practice, which may leave women with no recourse if a small-. 
· town druggist turns them down. Minnesota Citizens Concerned 
for Life, the anti-abortion group, is not taking a position. 

So, everybody's getting together and devising a compromise 
. that seems to protect everybody's interests. What could be 
wrong with that? · 

Here's what's wrong with it: The market is perfectly well 
equipped to solve this problem - if there is a problem. 

Government intervention isn't necessary here, so compromis
es aren't necessary. 

In other words, there oughtn't be a law. 
Yes, it's troubling to imagine that individual pharmacists will 

refuse to dispense legal drugs legally prescribed because they 
don't like them; the logical extension of that reaches quickly 
toward the ridiculous. And yes, freedom of conscience is a funda
mental principle. Standing up for what we believe is part of the 
American way. 

CHOICES HAVE CONSEQUENCES 

But standing up for what we believe has a price. We should · 
count on the government to protect basic freedoms; we 

.shouldn't ask it to indemnify us from the consequences of our 
choices. 

If individual pharmacists choose not to dispense certain 
drugs because of their beliefs, fine. That's a matter between 
them and their employer. If pharmacies choose to accommodate 
J;hat wish, fine, the marketplace will · punish or reward their 
choices. · · 

A law that seems to make everyone happy isn't necessarily a 
. good law. It may be convenient. It may be neater than letting the 

market do its work. But that-doesn't make it better. 
Cruise is a fine actor and, -thankfully, not a pharmacist. He is a 

Scientologist. He has made the comments listed above about 
antidepressants. He has a right to his beliefs, as do Barrett and 
the good folks at your local Walgreens. 

But they don't have a right to government intervention in pri
vate business to protect them from the consequences of their 
choices. Employers, and, ultimately, their customers, can decide 
where that balance is. 

@' 
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Undet-fillls · 
. . . ' 

· pharmacists 
could refuse 
some orders 
But employers would have to 
find another-route to· provide 
· patients with prescriptions 

BY RACHELE. STASSEN-BERGER 

PIONEErPREstAPR -16 •06 ~ 
The Minnesota Legislature is poised to ~ 

pass a law that attempts to balance allowing 
pharmacists to obey their conscjence·s · and 
getting patients the drugs they've been pre- _ \ 
scribed. · N 

· Measures ready for floor votes in the · · 
· state House and Senate would each create a ~ 
law. to permit druggists to refuse to dispense ~ 
niedi,cations to which they object for moral_ 
or religious reasons. The bills, which are dif~ 
ferent in the House and · Senate, were 
prompted after ·a handful of pharmacists 
declined to give women b:i.cth control pills or 
emergency contraception, inqluding at least 
two cases in Minnesota. 

With the effort, Minnesota joins about 
two dozen ,states dealing · with th~ issue. 
Some states have opted to allow pharmacists 
~o refuse to dispe1,1se the ·contraceptives 

JOHN DOMAN.' PIONEER PRESS 
Long Prairie Memorial Hospital 
pharmacist Michael Barrett has pushed 
for a bill allowing pharmacists to refuse to 

. fill certain prescriptions on moral or. 
religio!JS grounds. He· has refused to stock 
emergency contr.aception pills. 
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cist Still, the measures here have · 
not received the kind of atten
tion or venomous debate they 
have in other states. 

_ _>-the Minnesota House, Rep. 
\)f"om Emmer, R-Delano,' _is spon

soring the pharmacist · opt-out 
measure, which seems likely to 

entirely. Others have required become part of the House's. larg-
pharmacists to dispense · all er health (Uld human services 
legally prescribed drugs. · l:Ji,R:"Sen._ Sheila ~scaden, DFL-

The measures in· Minnesota, \lftochester, is sponsoring a sinti
like one that passed in California, lar measure in the Senate.-
weave between those two paths. Emmer bas· a 100 percent posi-

They allow pharmacists to tive rating from Minnesota Citi
refuse . to dispense drugs they zens Concerned for Life, the 
don't feel comfortable with for state's · largest · anti-abortion 
religious or moral reasons but organization, and is considered 
put in place measures that would' ''anti-choice" by the political arm 
allow patients to get those drugs of.the state's Planned Parenthood. 
through other means. Under Kiscaden has an average rat
bills in both the House . and the ing of 415 . percent over the past 
Senate; pharmacists· would have ·few years from the MCCL and is 
to let their bosses know in considered "pro-choice''. by · 
advance what class of drugs they Planned Parenthood. 
would refuse to dispense so that Neither the MCCL nor the 
the pharmacy can inake other state's Planned Parenthood 
arrangements. organization-has' taken a posi-

"It is critical that while pro- tion on the pharmacy measures. 
tecting the ability -of pharma- · 
cists to step away, patients are 
not abandoned," said John 
Stevens, president . of the Min
nesota Pharmacists Association, 
during a Senate hearing. 

For · some, the -Minnesota 
me-asures go too far because 
they affirm pharmacists' right to 
refuse to dispense certain class
es of drugs. For others, they 
don't go far enough because 
pharmacists would still . be 
required to make sure patients 
received prescribed drugs in a 
timely fashion. 

NO IDEOLOGY 

'I did not want a bill that dealt 
Mth ideology in any way," said 

Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie 
pharmacist-who has been pushing 
.the issue at the state Capitol and 
with the pharmacists' association 

Barrett works at Long Prairie 
Memorial Hospital, where he 
mostly . deals with · hospital 
staffers. A few doctors . have 
asked him to stock emergency 
contraception pills. He has 
refused because he believes in 

ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS WWW .TWINCITIES.i::dtv1 ·· : 

.~I,. 

· · · : · · · . · . PHOTOS BY JOHN DOMAN, PIONEER PRESS 

Long Pralri¢ Hospital pharmacist Michaei Barrett confers with nurse Holly Johnson about medications of patients· i~ her care: Backers 
s·ay neither of the measures under cohsider9tion in the Legislature grants pharmacists· any r.fght of refusal that other medical p(ofessionals 
don't_ already have. · : ,· · · · 

some circumstances, the pills can 
cause the abortion of an early
stage emoryo and thus end life. 

"I don't want to stock it in the 
hospital but I have no problem if 
they get it frorri a clinic," Barrett 
said. "We are trying to allow the 
pharmacists to exercise their · · 
consciences .. . in a seamless . 
and noncontentiotls way." 

Like Barrett, Laura Norlan- · 
der, a pharmacist from Wood- · 
bury, has been dealing with her 
discomfort with any drugs that . 
could end a human life. 

"I have actually discussed it 
with my current employer when 
I was hired," said Norlander, aan:ett··leav_es his' jab in the pharmacy at Long Prairie Memorial 

Hospital on Tuesday. Barrett, who is running for Congress, _has been a I who has been l;l. pharmacist for 
' 18 years. She felt at the time she 

was taking a risk by having that 
discussion, but it did not inter
fere with her employment. "I 
just don't want to be asked to 
dispense something which 
Would not allow a human life to 
live." · 

1 key player.b.acking a. bill that would aUow pharmacists to refuse to 
dispense dn.1gs they find objectionable,_otl moral or religious grounds, 
while provic;ling a 'way for patients to get the drugs they h~ed. "I did 
not want a,_ bill tha~ dE!alt with ideolo-~y in any way," he said. 

For her, • that includes the 
I ·emergency contraception but 
, also could include drugs devel

oped using fetal cells. 
Right now, pp_armacists can 

refuse to dispense medication 
without any guarantee that 

· patients get drugs througµ other 
means. -

"Under · current law there is 
nothing that prohibits ... a phar
macist from refusing to dis
pense," Kiscaden said. But her 

bill, she ·said, would make sure 
pharmacists· acting on their -con
sciences :would not mean 
patients don't get drugs. · 

"If you can't ·provide . timely . 
access· for the patient, t~en you 
have the· possibility .that · you'll 
have a complaint · filed_ against 
you by the board ·of pharmacy," 
she said.· · · · 

The measures, say backersi 
don't grant pharmacists any' right 
of refusal_ that other medical pro
fessionals don't already have. 

"I don't think people under-
'- . 

stand - we already give this 
. right to doctors and nurses," 
Emmer said. 

BROADER IMPACT 

The measures under consid
eration in the · House and 

Senate could go far beymid birth 
control or emergency contracep
tive pills. 

"It's not just contraceptive 
drugs we are tall<ing about," 
Kiscaden said. 

Neither the House nor Senate 

bill specifies · any prescription : 
µi:ug or type of drug that phars · 
macists could reject because of :. 
their religious·or moral beliefs . . · .. 

That means a Muslim phar~. ,_ 
inacist could refuse to Jill a pres. • 
scription that includes alcohol, .. 
or a Hindu · pharmacist could. 
refuse to dispense a prescription _. 
tested on animals, witnesses told .. 
a Senate committee this month. , , ; · 

But those scenarios have yet . ; 
to play out in ~esota. . : · 

In fact, few ph~macists have .: 
denied patients any type of pr~--_: 
scription. . . 

"Pharmaci$tS refusing to dis-· .. 
pense prescriptions are-statisti--. __ 
cally a minor problem. The vast. · ! 
majority of pharmac~sts dis-.. . 
pense the vast majority of pre-• ;: 
scriptions," said Stevens, of the 
pharmacist association. · . ·, ; 

So · minor a problem, satd . 
. John Hoeschen, owner · and . 

pharmacist at St. Paul Corner . :: 
Drug, that any legislation . ~ 
addressing it is unneeded. 

"It's so blown out of propor- . -
tion ... . They've had that ability . 
to say, 'I don't feel like filling this_, . 
today,' for the history of time,'( . 
Hoeschen said. "It is probably . . 
going to create more problems 
than before just because of all 
the-attention brought to it." 

Rachel E. Stassen-Berger can be 
reached at rstassen-berger@ · 
pioneerpress. com. · 
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Late anti-Hatch funds were local, too 
• Newly filed data show Minnesota donors added nearly $200,000 
to the $500,000 given by a wealthy Tex~a defeat-Batch effort . . 

by Minnesotans to ·the anti-Hatch 
effort was ma,de public before Elec
ti.~n Day. 

timeliness in reporting large cam
paign donations during the home
stretch of election campaigns. 

By PAT DOYLE and DANE SMITH . 
Star Tribune staff writers 

·· :e Hatcy The Minnesota money is.on top of Perry and the Minnesotans gave · 
their money to A Stronger Ameri
ca, a group based in Alexandria, Va., . 
which made it available for ads that 
aired in the final days ·of the Minne-

STAR TRI BUNE DEC 21 '06 
Minnesota lawyers; real estate 

agents~ motorcycle advocates and 
auto dealers flew under the radar in 
the final weeks of the campaign for 
governor in financing a harsh adver
tising blitz against DFL candidate 

er, the last state deadline $500,000 that Houston homebuilder 
for reporting such contributions, Bob Perry gave to the ad campaign 
the Minnesotans contribut~q. near- against Hatch. The Texan's contri
ly $200,000 to an ~ffort that would,- bution also wasn't reported before 
remain largely out of view Witil af- . . the election. , sota governor's race. · 
ter the election, recently filed In- The disclosures are expected to 
ternal Revenue Service records re- revive calls in the Legislature next 
veal. Another $40,000 contributed year for greater transparency and . 

Negative continu~__e a list of the 
Minnesota donors~ 
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Late antj-HatCh funds were local, too 
◄ NEGATIVE FR 

A Stronger America is among 
a proliferation of tax-exempt 
groups that have raised mon
ey in recent years for political 
activities such as issue advoca
cy. Those groups' activities are 

· harder to track than more tra- · 
ditional fundraising by political 
parties or candidates. 

MINNESOTA'S 'STRONGER AMERICA' DONORS 
Business groups dominated the list of Minnesota doz;rqrs to the state 
chapter of A Stronger America when it launched· a naedia blitz against 
DFL gubernatorial candidate Mike Hatchla~e in the.~ampaign. 
Contnbutor City Amount 

tiaiJic®.#1@ttmdeai,er«~bfmv10¼sww~tsi:tf amJArnimwrn@i;;sms14o.t.11 
0 Committee of Automotive Retailers** West St. Paul $55,000 

. Minnesota Assn. Of Realtors PAC Edina $25,ooo· 

1Jfflimi~opittomw1f'11?1~~<;:?YiW%%• 2Jf$".rf'.;"\;''.7tS:LQ.}tto:a: 
Robert J. Ulrich, CEO Target Corp*. Minneapolis $10,000 

made by DFLers in House elec
tions in 2004. 

"Everybody's been gored by 
it [late spending and post-elec
tion disclosure] at this point 
and nobody likes these surpris
es," said David Schultz, an eth
ics aJ;ld campaign finance ex~ 
pert at Hamline University. 

Nationwide, Perry was the 
biggest contributor in 2006 to 
.such groups. He gave $5.2 mil
lion through Oct. 23, mostly to 
conservative business groups 
and the Republican Governors 
Association, according to re
cords released by the ms and 
analyzed by the Center for Re-

''We can't prevent [the dona
tions and spending], but we cer
tainly can improve on the dis
cl~e .... So let's do it," said 

. '8'en. Ann Rest, DFL-New Hope; 
. MotQrcyde PAC of Minnesota Chanhassen $5,000 who will lead a committee that. 
•a•?.t'S,cliftiffi~j}DT2iJDZ27'.7f"ZJ\Le'4inaT:ZPSCE'.JCW:X~li1qp;9t is responsible for election laws - . 
Minnesota Trucking Assn. St Paul $4,000 Rest said there is bipartisan su~ · 
lli@-iiiml'IJC:RIIG;Z:]qliea:iib•~'.tLs7i;sZ;::~a:$o.o; port for more immediate disclo--
Minn Ag PAc St.Paul . $1,500 sure by such organizations . 

. sponsive Politics, a nonparti~ 
san, nonprofit Washington re
search group that tracks mon
ey in politics, and its effect on 
elections and public policy . . 

Jbfw.1P.iJtoBffi.;l tfmiil~i1i!Ttl\:?51,:I;!,;;$f;;Ina~peµtl~t¢0$;lt;;:frfS,l!.OOPf }lf the House, . Rep. Tom 
Food.PAC of Minnesota St.Paul · . $500 \li'.fumer, R-Delano, author of 
/t4ffitll!ollm§1f\'ttffim~:VtitkW43;2fft;;Cf::.t1$lfako~g~l%t~r;Yft;'.;i;y:;,{t'.tW'.1$:S.:~:O: a bill in 2005 and 2006. that 
TheresaGibbs,homemaker Bloomington $500 ·would have tightened late-
~~l_ti.~im'.:YiC'.?t'.i:'.l2:.E'i'.C:d~@~i&li.}jg;z1&:Y£~§f!Ql camprugn disclosure reqwre-

The $5.2 million figure 
doesn't include the $500,000 
Perry gave to A Stronger Amer
ica on Oct. 26. 

. Total $228,800 ments, said the DFL Senate • 

IE!I§m.-fi--1i&iii~Ei!l~,Y!ti~f.tl~~;;~fffi1~fili8ltril~ffi~8t.l~l~I~; :u~~~: =~:; s~~s~l~~ 
Perryisperhapsbestknown 

in political finance circles for 
his $4.5 million in . contribu
tions in 2004 to the tax-exempt 

* Contn1mtion made before Oct. 23 reporti."lg deadline 
** $20,000 of contribution made before Oct. 23 reporting deadline 
*** Contribution made directly to Minnesota chapter before reporting deadline 

Sources: U.S. Internal Revenue Service; Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure 
Board 

organization Swift • Vets and Driano, of Fairmont, who do- and in the House and Senate 
POWs for Tiuth, which chal- · nated $10,000. ~e Commit- said Wednesday . . 
lenged the·warrecordofDem- tee of Automotive Retailers Sentimentforsheddinglight 
ocratic presidential candidate gave $35,000 after the October oii the practice probably will be 
John Kerry. deadline, and a related group, strong and bipartisan because 

Joe Weber, a spok~sman for the Local Action PAC, gave each party has complained bit
the anti-Hatch effort in Minne- $75,000. The Minnesota Asso- . terly about being victimized by 
sota, said he didn't know how ciation ofRealtors gave $25,000 shadowy last-minute infusions 
Perry learned of A Stronger and the Motorcycle PAC of of cash into campaigns. · 
America. . Minnesota gave $5,000. After the2004 election, it was 

Under ms rules, contribu- The Automotive Retailers Republicanswhowereoutraged 
tions by tax-exempt groups group also contributed anoth- bythediscovery:thatDFLHouse 
must be reported to the federal er $20,000 before the October Minority Leader Matt Entenza 
government within 30 days af- deadline, which was made pub- · and his wife, health-care com
ter a general election; A Stron- lie befor~ the election. Other . pany executive Lois Quam, had 
ger America made such reports contributions made public be- contributed some $600,000 to 
on Dec. 6. . · fore the election came from various campaigns, much of it. 

Under Minnesota rules, on- Robert Ulrich; the CEO of Tar- through a group that worked 
ly contributions thatgroups re..: get, and Stanley Hubbard, the · for House.DFL candidates, and 
ceived though Oct. 23 of this CEO of Hubbard Broadcasting, much of it after the disclosure 
year had to be reported to the who each gave $10,000. window had closed 
state before the Nov. 7 election. Those · contributions and 
Money received after tp.at date Legislative action likely others resulted in a record 
isn't reported to the state until The 2007 Legislature almost $300,000 fine for disclosure vi-
January. certainly will give serious con- . olations against the 21st Centu-

Among the Minnesotans sideration to proposals to re- . ryDemocrats,anationalgroup. 
who gave to A Stronger Amer- quire prompt, pre-election dis- Entenza was not found to have 
ica after the Oct. 23 state re- closure of large late-campaign violated the law. 
porting deadline were Ronald spending and contributions by· A late surge in spending also 
J. Schutz, of Medina, who con- . such tax-exempt groups, legis- has generally been considered 
tributed $5,000, and Dominick lative leaders in both parties an important factor in big gains 

for failing to enact more imme
diate reporting. 

"People on both sides are. 
suspicious now ~d we've gof 
a much 1:>etter chance of pass-:-. 
ing it this time," EIDJiler said · 

Schultz said a 24-hour or 
48-hour reporting require
ment not only· would provide 
the transparency that voters 
should have but also proba
bly would inhibit lci$t-minute 
spending binges by gipups that 
want to conceal their agendas. 

·"[Gov. Tim] Pawlenty 
doesn't look good on this one," 
Schultz said, while noting that 
the governor has no apparent 
ties to A Stronger America . 

Pawlenty hasn't said anything 
publicly about the Perry contri-· 
bution or the Stronger Americ.a 
group but he signaled tl:irough a 
staff member Wednesday that 
he agrees with the calls to close 
the disclosure loophole. 

"Governor Pawlenty be
lieves that additional disclo
sure of contributions made 
late in a campaign. makes sense 
and would support such a mea
sure," spokesman Brian Mc
Clung said. 

pdoyle@startribune.com • 651-222-1210 

rdsmith@startribune.com • 651-292-0164 
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StateWI.de 
smoking 
banlooks .· . .. 

' ; 

niorelikely 
• With a new DFL majority, 
advocat¢s are optimistic, while 
opponents s_~ek to limit impact. 

, 'STAR TRIBUNE DEC.110 '06 
By MARK BRUNSWICK .. 
mbrunswick@startribune.com 

. ' . . w 
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Statewide smoking ban I 
lo~AA InOrelikely 

a House committee amid op-
~ - position from bar and restau-

The . Minnesota licensed rant owners as well as some 
Beverage Association, for ex- rural legislators who argued 
ample, is planning to push to ex- that a ban_ would hurt not only 
empt neighborl)ood and rural' those establishments but VFW 
bars that serve .almost no food posts, too. 
because of the economic hard- But the makeup of the.House . 
ships a ban could impose. changed in November. DFLers 

•~ Embers has nothing in · · took over with a large majority. 
common with-Jim's Bar," said Fifteen of the elected members 
Jim Farrell, · the association's are women,-who ar.e often seen 
executive director. But he con- as more amenable to a ban. · 

thought were my friends don't 
.ever come back in . anymore.· 
Smoking and drinking alcohol 
do go hand-in-hand with a lot of 
people," Eve said "I stayed open, 
but I didn't hardly have any cus
tomers for a while:' 

But now . customers are re- · 
turning and even smokers say . 
'they appreciate j:he new policy, 
she said Smoking is permitted 
in an outdoor dining area with a 

, . . . ceded that passage of a ban ap- Smoking bap. opponents also · 
Minnesota may l:>e on · the verge· pears likely. lost one of their most vocal al-

bar.and an acoustic stage. · 
Beltrami Cquntygoes smoke

.free in January. But Eve said she 
will still have to worry about her 
business rivals across the coun
ty line. 

of telling: smokers from Warroad to Smoking bails are · gain- · -lies when Rep. Tim Wtlkin, R-
Wmona that they can no longer light · ing_ momentum, and surviv- Eagan, lost his reelection bid 
up in bars and restaurants,_ ing legal challenges, nation- · . Still, groups fighting a ban will 
. Advocates for a statewide ban on · wide. · Tirree states approved find passionat~ supporters who 
smoking in those places say they ::µ-e · . bans last month; in all, 17 state·s say the debate· is as much about 

· . '½. statewide ban would be a 
real treat," she said 

newly confident they have the votes to , now prohibit smoking in pub- personal freedom as the health 
getsuciiameasurepassedilowthatth~ _ lie places that include bars risksofsmoking; Focusonworker.health 
DFL, a big.winner in.last mqnth's elec- ap.d restaurants. Local govern.:. "If this is what government The prospect of a statewide 
tion,has gained firm control of the Leg- · · ments are taking action, too. In is for, let's go to the next step smoking ban has Sue Minehart 
islature: some predict that a ban, which . ManlG:tto last month, 69 percent - why not cheeseburgers?" losing sleep at night. 
Gov. TimPaw~entyhassai~he~ould ofvotersfavoredabanonsmok- ~Rep. TomEmmer,R-Dela- The Main Street ,Grill, her 
sign into law, could be enacte~ m the . inginlocal bars and restaurants, • no. "Big Brother has got to take restaurant in Alden, Minn., in 

· first weeks after the legislative ~e_ssioil .. joining Minneapolis, St. Paul · care of us because we are too south central Minnesota, is a 
begins in Jan~ , · . · ,. and a growing number of other dumb or too lazy to care for out- small operation'iri a town hug-
. "Tiiis is defmitely the year for the · cities arpund the state. selves." , ging the Iowa border. Besides a 
clialogue to happen," said Pat McKo:r;ie, Advocates for _a ban say their. The emerging debate is per- malt shop, it's the only restau-
president-elect of the Minnesota - cause has been strengthened by sonal for . Bemidji nightclub rant in town. 
Smoke-Free Goalition, which_includes the U.S. Surgeon. General's con- owner Dawn Eve, who vol- · Minehart, whose husband 
an array of public health org3Il?tions. clusiori in a report earlier this untarily made her nightclub, . works at the restaurant on week-
'We see a lot of ~cceptap:ce, eyen.from year that even brief exposure to .. Jammers Bluenote -Ballroom, ends, said she is worried about a 
people who once oppo~ed ~-idea."· · ·· secondhand smoke is an alarm- smoke-free a year ago -the on- new casino across the border m · 
· Bar owners. and other g:r~u1:s that ing health hazard ·1ynightclub owner in her area to . Iowa taking awaybusiness. With 
oppose a smoking ban, meanwhile, say But McKone said Minneso- do so. Eve was suffering from re- operating margins of less than 5 
they are not 'optimis?c they ~an bl~ ta could becoine a national bat- . curring lung infections and bad percent, she says she . can't af-
the measure and are mstead preparmg tlegrmind next year between to take naps during the day to re- ford to tum away any custom-
to try to J.m¥t its scope. · I the' forces that support and op- · coup lost energy. ers, whether they smoke or not. 
. . . . ·' pose a ban. · After making the decision to "There's only so many ways 
· Bancontinues:Smokingbans~- ) · . go smoke-free, she says she no , you can split up the pie and we 
inglegal challeng~s nationwi~, · 'Why not ~eeseburgers'? longer has lung infections and need as much as we can," Mine-

. The most recent attempt to feels her energy has improved. hart said 
( :· ,:.··,. ·. ·' ..•. ~. 

i!Jlit,;• 
r----

enact a statewide smokingban, But she has also felt the im- "I think smokers are do
called the "Freedom _to Breathe pact of the change in her pock- ing a pretty good job of polic
Act," received significant at- etbook -· . , · ing themselves. That's one of 
tention in the Legislature last. "It was really hard, and · I my major beefs [ with] a smok

. year. But ultimately it stalled in · did lose some money. ·People I ing ban. People. are really doing 
· a pretty good job of it. If people 

JEFF WHE~LER • jwheeler@startribune.com 

Sue Minehart visited with a customer while behind the bar of her 
·Main St. Grill in Alden, Minn., on Thursday. She's worried a ban 
will send customers fleeing across the border to an Iowa casino. 

shouldn't be allowed to smoke, 
then go to the source: Ban to
bacco." 

As part of its renewed push 
for a ban, the Minnesota Smoke
Free Coalition is planning a rally 
at the state capitol next mop.th. 

Kerri Gordon, a spokeswom
an for Clear Way Minnesota, an 
organization that disperses an
ti-smoking funding from a state 
tobacco lawsuit settlement, said 

· the group inter,ids to fight for an 
outright ban without any coin
promises because of the risks of 
secondhand smoke, especially 
for employees of bars and res
taurants. 

"Our appro:ich is as a health 
issue for workers," Gordon said 

Mark Brunswick _• 651-222-1636 
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lfS"en. Dean Johnson, seen here during an.Ethics . ' 

Co~ttee hearing at ~e. St~te Capitol m· March, 
· was unavailable for comment Tuesday. · 

··o 

~ 
N 
~ 

Justices cleared 
of ethical lapses .· 
in Johnson case 

· • A panel found no evidence that .. 
<t . 

.· members of the high court discussed same
sex-marriag~ iaws with Sen: Johnson. 
· . STAR TRIBUNE JUN 2,8' '06 · · 
By PAT DOYLE • pdoyle@startribune.com 

~ 
:t. 

Ethics compiaints against all Minnese>ta Sti- N 
prenie Court justices were dismissed Tuesday 
after a review panel concluded that none had ~ 
tcill<:ed with Senate Majority Leader Dean John- ~ 
s?n about a state la,w prohibiting s~e-sex mar- ~ 
nage. · 

"The investigation disclosed no ·evjdence in
dicatipg that ~y justice had any discussion with 
Sen. Johnson or ?11Y ?ther perso~ concer~g ·l 
how any court nnght rule on any issue relatmg 
to the Defense of Marriage Act ... ," said the Min- · 
nesota Board on Judicial Standards. ~ 

The decision raises new questions about l• · 
why Johnson told a group of ministers in Janu- · 
ary that c'urrent or fou~er justices _had assured 
him that the marriageJaw probably wouldn't be 
overturned. · · • 

The ooard said the justices-denied -.,.,. and Ol 
Johnson couldn't recall - such con,versations. ~ 

Justices co'ntinues: Johnso.n reporte~ h~ 
made assurances based on assumpti ns. A '-

/ 
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◄ JUSTICES FR 

lated conversations" that the ·· ·' · ·· •· ·... · ' ··· · 
justices wouldn't . overturn . . 
the ·marriage law. ''Sen: John- justice. At the time, Sampson to Sampson's assertion, noting 
son's mistaken inferences fail · · offered to bring witnesses ' to · that sh~ didn't offer evidence at 

· to provide any reason for the • back up her claim. the Senate hearing. . 
board to· proceed further in . "The implication , of her Johnson, a DFLer from · 
· these cases." . statements is that there was a Willmar, was unavailable . for 

dij~ussion about gay marriage," comment ·,Tuesday. Rep. Tom 
Issue of gay rights ~d Sen. Thomas Neuville, R- .~er, R-Oelano; who filed ' 

Yet the board's ruling not- · Northfield, who served on the one of the complaints, said 
ed that Johnson's lawrer, El- ethics panel. he· did so to give justices "an . 
len ·sampson, testified before a The Senate panel decided opportunity to be vindicat-

. Senate ethics panel hearing in- against pursuing its probe .in ed. This is the outcome I ex-
. to the rriatter in March and said · exchange for Johnson, agree- pected." . 
"the issue of gay rights was part ing to make a public apology. · He accused Johnson of 
of ~hese discussions" between· The Judicial Standards . Board "playing politics with the 
Johnson and inore than one apparently gave little weight court" by assuring clergy 

members that the marriage 
law would prevail to'blunt sup
port for a proposed state con-· 
stitutional amendment ban
ning same-sex marriage. 

Advocates for the ·constitu
tional amendment, mostly Re;.. 
publicans, have argued that it 
is needed because the state law 
could be overturned by·a court . 
rµling, Johnson's comments to 
the clergy sp.arked an uproar 
during the legisla,tive session. 
· At the·Januai.-y meeting.with 

clergy members, Johnson was 

recorded saying that former 
Supreme Co~t Chief Jus:.. 
tice Kathleen Blatz .told him, 
"'Dean, we all stand for elec
tion too, every :;ix years .... We 
are not going to touch it.' That's 
what she said .to me.'' He said 
two sitting justices offered sim-
.ilar assurances. · 

Johnson later gave a news 
interview in which he said he 
embellished· his story to pla
.cate ·conservative clergy mem
bers at the meeting. Chief Jus
tice Russell Anderson i:;stied 

a, statement denying that any 
· current or former member of 
the court talked with Johnson 
about the marriage law or any
thing related to it. · · · · 

. Tuesday's ruling said that 
Johnson, ~luring · the board's 
inquiry, denied his earlier ac
count of how Blatz had . told 
him the q)urt wouldn't take up 
the marriage amendment. 

The board said Russell An.:. 
derson met with Johnson prior 
to March 15 on budget and ad
ministrative issues; and three 

. other ' justices met with John
'son at unspecified times. 

"Sen.Johnson did not recall 
any·coilversation with any cur:
rent or former justice that re
lated to any of the issues raised : 
by his remarks" to the clergy, · 
the board said. · · · 

1 

It. quoted Johns9n as s3:y
ing: "Based upori the gener.:. 

. al discussions that we · had in 
my office, I. made the assump
tion .they were not interest
ed in making a decision about 
[the.marriage law].'' 

Pat Doyle• 651-222-1210· 
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1 ·. What can judges 
state in the court 
ofpublic op~nion? · .. 
~ The ans'("eI~ say some legal 
experts,. depends whenand how 
much the judges actually say.i 
STAR TRIBUNE APR 3 '06 · 

ByPATDOYLE . 
pdoyle@startribun,e.com 

Denials that Minnesota Supreme 
· Coµrt justices discussed the state's 
marriage law-with.a senator obscui7e 
a larger reality: Judges cairand do ex- 0 
press their opinions. on _legal contra~ L 
vers_ies out~ide of court. · D 

. "Judges _often state their views 
on disputed legal issues ... in cl~se~ 

-··· 
Whatcanjudgessayin 
· courtefuublicopinion 

Specific equals hnproper ·. 
In the controversy involving 

Scalia and the rest of the U.S. the Minnesota Supreme Court, 
Stipteme Cdurt heard an ap- S~te Majority Leader Dean 
peal fro_m a Guantanamo Bay l.1(>hnson told a group of pas
detainee who said !>resident tors in January that three jus
Bush · exceeded ·his 1authority tices had assured him that they 
when he ordei:ed alleged ene- wouldn't overturn the state law 
my combatants to face special · banning same-sex marriage . 
~tary trib~als. After a seeret recording of his 

· The case caine three weeks . remarks became public, John-
. after Scalia gave a speech .in son and the court agreed that 
Switzerland reportedly disput.:. no assurances were given. 
-ing claims that foreign detain- But Johnson later gave vary
ees at Guantanamo, Cuba, have ing accounts of how a single 
certain constitutional· rights. justice said the court was un

that _they c;oriduct, and in books ariq 
sp.eeches," wrote U.S. Supreme Court 

· Justice Antonin Scalia in a landmark 
2002 Minnesota case dealing with ju..; 
dicial campaigns. "It is virtually im

. possible to find a judge-who does not 
hav:e preconceptions aboµt the· law." . 

~ -

. "War is war, and it has .i1ev- likely to take up the law or had 
er been tj:le case that when you · otherwise · discussed the stat- . 
capturedacorilbatantyouhave . ute. Cluef.Justice Rµssell An
to give them a jury trial in your · derson has denied that any dis-: 

But Scalia proved in a case heard 
last week that the Minnesota Su~ 
preme Court -is not alone in facing 
controversy over comments attrib- . 
uted·!o a_justice . 

rruses concern ► , . 

N 
'9 
~ -

J~dges contin~:ioin. info sp~cifics . 

.._:.. . . . . I ,..._, . 

· civil · courts," he said, accord- · cussion of the marriage law 
_·ing to a Newsweek account of · ·too!>,place. · · · · 
the recorded speech. "Give me v"()n Friday,·Rep. Toni_Einmer, 

· a break" , R-Delarto, and. a lawier who 
Whether 4 judge's com- has criticized the state judi

ments are proper dep.end on cial system over the years, 
how much they ·can be seen as . · filed separate .complaints. ask
predicting a ruling on a-pend- ing the Bo~d on Judicial Stan- · 
ihg or future case, legal ex- · dards to determine who is tell-
perts say. , ing the truth. 

Iri the speech, Scalia repeat- A judge · predicting an out-
ed themes from his dissent in . come in a fµture ·case he n:rlght 
a 2004 case, when he argued·· rule on is "pretty much . un
that foreign combatants held imaginable," said Steven Lu;. 
at Guantanamo.have no right bet, a professor at Northwest- . 
to challenge their detention· in em University School of Law. 
federal' courts. · But he said a general discus-

"He can talk about the pri- sion between a just"ice _and a 
or decisions and his role in citizen about a law could be 
them," said Ronald Rotunda, ~ acceptable under some cir
professor of law at George Ma- · cumstances. · 
son University who has writ.: '½.s long ~s it was conduct
ten a book on legal ethics. "If ed at a_ sort of high level-of gen-

. he was talking about that, and erality and without any predic
it sounds like he was, · that's · tions or commitments, there 
OK. But if he's talking about is- . wotildn't'bea problem," Lubet 
sues that ate coming up; that he · said. "If it got into the specif-

. heard argument on [last week], . • ics of the· constitutionality· of 
·. that's not OK." · a statute, then it would likely 

.. And a_ recognized ;expert be "improper. The more specif
. on judicial ethics said Scalia's · ic and predictiye, the more im
speech indicates that he had proper." 

· · made up · his. mind on key is- As . former Minnesota _Jus- · 
sue~ now before the court in tice Rosalie Wahl put it: "I 

· ,the case argued last week.· can't · imagine any member 
"There are .several things . of the .court saying how they 

· ,_ he s~d that suggest to me he · might rule on. some issue that 
should not have · been on the was .coming up.'; 

· bench," said Stephen Gillers, a But Wahl recalled that after 
professor at New York Univer- dissenting in an ·alimony case, 
sity School of Law~ she had a conversation with a -

Scalia spoke in Switzerland - legislator about it. 
about the nati~n being at war. "She probably knew that . I 
The detainee who brought the· . dissented, and: that's why she 
pending c·ase has challenged spoke," Wahl said. "She said 
that premise in objecting to it looks like [the court major
the special military court, Gill- ity] can't read. She didn't seek 
ers said. Moreover, Scalia in me out. We just happened to 
his speech "emphatically dis- · be ... getting on the elevator. 
missed the. claim. that the de- That's.the only conversation I_ 
tainees are ·entitled to a civil eyer had." 
court jury trial" - an apparent 
option in the pending case. Pat Doyle• 651-222-1210 
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+ Immigrant · 
(liealth · 
~ 

"The bottom line is (illegal immigrants) are here, 
and if they are not healthy or cared for, they 

I • 

_contribute to unhealthy communitfes." . 
Jillian Middlebrooks, Hennepin Coµ;nty Office 

of Multicultural.Servic'es 

!'There isn't much money 
send there," -she said, "but 
send what I can send." . 

Health -insurance is beyond . 
their reach, so the couple goes . 
to . La Clinica, which-is among . 
about a dozen clinics providing 
health care for illegal . immi-
grants in the Twin Cities. .. 

. . . . Research suggests . immi-
Human· Services. That doubling 
of state and federal tax dollars . 
occurred despite legislative 

. changes in 2003 that made Min
nesota's public health benefits 
unav~able · to illegal immi~ 
grants. Some exceptions . are 
made for pregnancy and emer
gency care. 

Those· costs just scratch the · 
surface. They only account for 
people who truthfully disclosed 
their status: A legislative -audit; · 
expected to be released today, 
will consider among other· 
things how often illegal immi:. 
grants obtain public health ben
efits without disclosing their . 
status. 

include · $;1.20 million a year in · of the: Hennepin County Office grants, regardless of their -sta
uncompensated care provided of_· Multicultural Services, ''.and ttis, come ·to the United States in 
by Minnesota's hospitals. illegal if they are not healthy or cared better health than Anlericans 
immigrants -are responsible for _ for, they contribute to unhealthy with similar · ethnic or . racial 
an unknownj:>0rtion of those · communities." backgrounds . . This- . ''healthy 
costs., which are ultimately ·paid · State lawmakers offered ·two .. migrant"' effect fade_s over time, · 
through federal tax·.dollars and proposals this · sessjon · that said Katherjne Fennelly .of the 
·rising· health insurance premi- would seek to. cut_ the costs to University - of Minnesota's. 
urns. · Minnesota taxpayers and_.elimi- School of Public Health. Poverty · 

Federal lawmaker~ are pro- nate the dilemma.-of -:·publicly and lack.of access to health care 
posing crackdowns · on illegal ~up rting . illegal immigrants. _ turns this "he;::tlth advantage to 
immigr:;tnts, ' · predominantly O bill by Rep. Fran Bradley, disadvantage/' she said; 

· crossing the southern border -Rochester, woulc;l .make coun- · Chronic diseases such as 
from Mexico or Central ·Ameri- ty officials legally .. responsible diabetes and asthma are com- · 
ca. But that . won't .solve · the for · informing immigration mon. New. arrivals often gain 
health care problem. . authorities about undocument- 10 to ,.20 pounds -in their _first, · 

The state costs ,also· don't 
"The bottom line is they are · ed immigrants applying for pub:. . year here, and develop poor 

here," said Jillian Middlebrooks lie_ health benefits. Another bill . , diet . and exercise habits, said 
~ep. Tom Emrp.er; R-Delano, : Dr. Carlos Figari of La Cliiiica, : 

------------------.. would eliminate state funding of which is part of St. Paul.,based 

BY THE NUMBERS • 

Health care crisis 
_batter~ bot~ state, J 
Illegahmm1grants · 
Taxpayer costs soar as access j 
for patients becomes tougher J 

' 
BY JEREMY OLSON -~ 

Pioneer Press · . ~ 
P.1;01'Jff R PRESS APR : 12 '06 ., 

Diabetes is tough enough to manage for 
well-to-do Minnesotans, but it's a greater bur- ('.'\I"\ 

den for people like Maria, an illegal immigrant ~ 
with little inconie and no health insurance. N . 

Test strips· to. monitor her blood sugar cost , 
$80 a box. Drugs are expensive, too, and so are '-3 
the fruits and vegetables that people at La ~ 
Clinica in Minneapolis tell her are a must. I....\· 
. When money runs tight, the medication t, . 
runs out. The -diabetes takes over and she · 1 

becomes exhausted, which mearis . she can't 
make itto work as a --cl~aher. That means.less h 

_ income for her family, and for her health care. · · 
. It's a cycle that has lasted 10 years. .· i· · 

_ "It's the only way I can make it/ said the 
40-year-old, who only gave her fir~t name 
because she came from Mexico illegally. · 

Stories like Maria's have increased dramat
ically in Minnesota in the past decade -
reshaping the Hispanic community.and chang
-ing the -state's economy, culture and diversity. 
Few industries have felt the impact as much as . 

· health care, -which aids an illegal population 
that often can't acquire health insurance or 
seek medical care until aii emergency. 

State health programs funded $37 million . 
in medical care .for illegal immigrants in 2005, · 
compared with only $18.6 million in 2000, 
according to the Minnesota~partment of 

go to www.twincities.com/riews . . · 

prenatal care for undocumented West Side Community Health · 
women who are pregnant. Services. . 
· Both lawmakers have Between 2001 and 2004, ·Min-
stressed . they don't . oppose . nesota's • Hispanic community 
immigration, _ but find it hypo- · .· changed from mostly U.S. borri • . 

. .. . , critical to'. publicly ~upport' to_. mostly _non-U.S. born, and 
immigrants -who · entered the from mostly . middle-income 
country illegally.~-··· · workers to mostly low-income · 

Critics point ·out that these workers, according to the Min
meastires might offer · short- nesota Departnierit of Health. 
term, savings for the state, but Not surprisingly, the .number of 
.will c.ost society more over time. uninsured Hispanics increased 
Women . lacking prenatal care . · from 18 percent to 34 perc.ent in 
are more likely to pave children that same timeframe .. -· 
who .die at birth or· suffer costly The shift is putting pressure -
birth defects, said the Rev. Jose on the metro area'.s charitable 

. Santiago of the Holy Rosary . clinics. La Clinica in Minneapo
Parish in. Minneapolis; .which lis is.. struggling to · survive, 
runs a charitable nursing clinic mostly because of the surge . of 
twice a week. Cutting off prena- -unin,sured immigrants seeking 

.,. , tal care would only __ make that health care, said Mavis Brehm, 
worse, he said; 1 · . . . West Side's executive difeGtor. 
· .''What we need to address is · The clinics in the Twin Cities 
the issue of health care for the are.· already overcrowded, and 
poor, period;" he said.- "It's an couldn't handle the need if West 
issue for all the poor, whether Side closed its Minneapolis clin
they are tj.O(;:l.W!~Wtecl: or not and ic, she _ said. "It'sre,~r,1stpiggle, 
whether. th~y.: are.JlS. citizens because we're all g~tting inun-
or not." · dated." 

Maria said she c~'t afford to Maria has heard talk that 
· bring her three childr~n. from her_ clinic is struggm,_g financial

, Mexico, so instead they live with - ly under the. growing burden of 
their grandparents.. Both she uninsured patients ·and may 
and her husband have diabetes, need to-close. She is scared. She 
and-the: .cost of .care is signifi- feels comfortable · and · safe 
-c:ant. Any leftover money goes there. . _. . 
to _Mexico. to support per faiµily. . , · _ "Th~y give me·_ .medication 
· · and a lot of education in.order to 

control -my diabetes," she said . . 
. ''Ireal1y.:p.eec1 the dime." 
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It's much.too easy I 

to vote illegally 
· sota 

columnist 

Which of the fol
lowing do you need 
to register to vote in 
Minnesota? 

A driver's li
cense? Some form 
of government-is
sued ID that .. proves 

your identity and residence?'Proof of ·. · 
American citizenship? 

Wrong on all counts. In Minne
sota, you can register on election 
day without showing poll workers 
one piece of paper. All you need is a 

. · ~ "voucher" - a person registered to 
vote in that precinct who is willing 
to. sign a sworn statement that you · J ' live there. 

Can't find a voucher? You can 
present a document such as a receipt 
for a driver's license learner's permit 

\ with a current address, but no pic
a> . ture. It might be yours, or you might 
-~ have "borrowed" it from a friend. Poll 
~ workers have no way to know. 

You do have to sign a registration 
card that asks for your driver's license 

O number or the last four digits of your 
'"9 Social Security number. But if you 

, want to vote illegally, that poses no 
~ barrier. You can make up false infor-
~ mation, or claim that you don't pos
¼ sess those documents. Again, elec

tion workers have no way to know. 
Some states with same-day regis

tration try to blunt fr;rud with "pro
visional" voting. Under this arrange
ment, election officials set aside the 
ballots of voters whose eligibility is in 
question, and count those ballots on
ly after verifying a voter's eligibility. 
Not in Minnesota. Here we commin
gle all ballots. After the election, offi
cials may discover that you voted il
legally. But your vote has the same ef
. feet as any lawful voter's. 

Some would ask: Is there a real 
problem here? After all, it's a felony 
~;~ But Secretary_ofState 

ary Kiffm yer says that Minneso-
ta s umque comblllation of no pho
to ID requirement, same-day regis,. 
tration and vouching can make it dif
ficult - sometimes impossible - to 
trace or catch.lawbreakers. 

Kiffmeyer adds that county attor-. 
neys are often reluctant to prosecute 
voting fraud, even when evidence is 
clear. "They have limited resources," 
she says, "and murders and rapes take 
priority." 

Kiffmeyer gives this example. Af
ter the 2004 election, she identified a 
number of noncitizens who had vot
ed or registered to vote, and informed 
the appropriate county attorneys. To 

. this day, she has no idea whether any 
of these individuals have been inves
tigated or charge~. "Currently, there 
is no effective system for collecting 
data about.voter cheating," she says. 

How widespread is voting fraud 
in Mi,nnesota? We have no way to 
kb.ow. ·:, .. . 

· Minnesota's voting laws are among 
the loosest in the country. We are one 
of only six states that allow same-day 
registration. 

Kersten continues: A few 1, 
are working to close looph 

Minnesota 
makes it too 
easy to vote 
illeg 

In 2004, 20 percent of 
Minnesotans registered on 
election · day. (!Ii some pre
cincts, the figure was over 
60 percent.) Minnesota is 
the only state that allows 
"vouching," Kiffmeyer says. 
In fact, no other government 
entity in the world permits 
it, to her knowledge. 

Fortunately, a few legis
lators are trying to close tl).e 
looE!J.oles. A bill sponsored 

\):>yRep. Tom Emmer would 
. require a photo ID to vote, 
and proof of citizenship to 
register. The state would 
pick up the costs of an ID 
for low-income voters. 

Emmer points out that 
we need a photo ID to cash 
a check or board an airplane. 
He says we should be no less 
vigilant where voting is con
cerned. 

Is Emmer's bill perfect? 
Maybe . not. What's clear 
is that our democracy is 
founded on trust in the elec
toral system. 

Minnesota needs a system 
that makes it easy to vote, but 
hard to cheat. Unfortunately, 
today it's easy to vote here, 
·and easy to cheat as well. 

Katherine Kersten• 

kkersten@startribune.com 
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Audit finds health care eligibility errors · 

JOEY McLEISTER • jmcleister@startrib~e.com 
)r. Carlos Figari treated Lucila Salazar's osteoarthriti~ at La Clinica en Lake. Salazar.and her husband are covered under 
!rilergenq, medical assistance. Figari s~d the <;linic turns no one away and patient status is not questioned. 

-:··, .:·• . · 

• The study did not determine 
whether the mistakes unfairly 
restricted or improperly provide_d 
b~nefits to immigrants . 

By.JEAN HOPFENSPERGER 
and TERRY COLLINS 
Star Tribwie staff writers . 

STAR TRlBUNE APR : 13 '06 
. Health cai:e workers consistent

ly make mistakes when · determin
ing whether .immigrants should 
qualify for taxpayer-funded medical. 
care, the state legislative auditor said 
Wednesday. 

Auditors found that more than 70 
. percent of the immigrant cases they 
examined contained processing _er
rors and that 18 percent had errors 
affect41,g immigrants' ~ligibility for 
benefits. The study· did not det~r:
mine whether the error~· unfairly re.: 
stricted or improperly provided ben-

. efits to immigrants. -_.i 
In half the cases, county workers 

_did not check immigrants' legal status 
.with an electronic verification system, 

· which is required by state law. 
The cost of providing health care 

and other benefits to illegal immi
grants has become a central argu
ment of critics of current immi'grij
tion policy. According to the audit, 
the vast majority of i.mmigrants re
ceiving health care benefits (80 per
cent) were legal. 

Still, ~e government · spent $37 
million on health care for illegal im
IIl.lgrants in Minnesota last year. The 
state's share was $18 million. 

Audit. continues: 

. . . . . ·" .. ,_ .. : I . .. 

8 0 . .percent of noncitizens receiving health· , 
due b1mefitswere legal residents. ·13 percent didn't:hav~ current iTTunigration · 

· documents, but most vrere pregnant 
women, who are entitled to benefits. 

·70 .. ~;;ttl&~~!=t1!tLf;t~~~1·:.· 
errors. No fral!d was detect~i:1- > -

r-----
See the full report foryourseH at www.startrlbune~com/a1187~ i~\ 

I 

He th care eligibility errors found 

Most of the money went to 
women for prenatal, materni
ty and postnatal care. The rest 
went to patients who sought 
emergency care. 

'
1It's clear this is a compli

cated system and that the er
ror rate · is significant," said 

l S~ Ann Rest, DFL-New 
VJlope, chair of the Legislative 

Audit Commission. 
"But it is mostly worker ·er

ror," she said, and there was no 
indication of fi;aud or other se
rious problems. 

The audit examined ·non
citizen immigrants' use of 
Medical Assistance, General 
Assistance Medical Care and 
the Refugee Medical Assis
tance program in 2005. It al
so pulled out 137 cases for de
tailed examination. 

The a1,1dit didn't find any 
, smoking guns. But it points to 

the need for further study, said · 
~-Tim Wilkin, R-Eagan, vice 

chair of the commission. 
"I think we need to dig down," 

Wilkin said "Do we need more · 
training for county workers? Is 
-sloppiness going on? Are there 
people knowingly looking the 
other way to put people [illegal 
immigrants] in programs?", 

Jim Noble, the state audi
tor, attributed the problems 
to the complexity of deter
mining which . immigrants 
are eligible for which bene
fits. Each ,h.ealth care progr:am 
has different rules. And there 
are at least_ a dozen catego
ries of noncitizens - ranging 
from foreign students to refu
gees to armed forces veterans. 
Each group is entitled to dif- . 
ferent benefits. 

Some clinics are deter
mined to offer health care, -re
gardless of whether a patient . 
entered the country illegally. 

At the °fiscally strapped La 

JOEY McLEISTER • jmcleister@startnbune.com 

Figari said ~oodbye to Lucila Salazar.He has been a family and geriatric physician at the clinic for five 
years, since it opened. He said increased costs ~d cuts in funding have put the clinic in financial trouble. 

Clinica en Lake onE. Lake St in ENROLLMENT IN MINNESOTA PUBUC 
Minneapolis, a steady stream of ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS MARCH 2005 
patients, many undocumented, Total % Enrolled 
waited to be seen Wednesday.. . Incliv_iduals Non~itizens 

i:!{=:t~~ ~liif~&~ii{i 
% Enrollment 
ofNoncitizert 

% Enrollment 
of illegal 

. • . . General assistance medical care 
battle, s~d Dr. Carlo_s F1g31:1- 38,300 3,400 9% · not eligible 

~f,~;ti?~:i!f ~"=: ~illl~l[~.=-·~.=:=.:,.·.=~··· .... :·~:=·~.:====~::. 
· Other health care programs•• 

_'W~'re~safetynetf?r~e~" 32,800 s,soo . 17% noteligible 

· =~::r~;:;~1:::~;. ~r f !i~!!;t !lf ! r&11r111Jrk1fa\11 
They are scared because lIIlilll- {Cash welfare for families) 

. gra~on~a~ot-b1;1tto?,issue:' 104,960 . 11,100 11% Noteligible 

F1gar1 said with mcreas:d • illegal immigrants are eligible for pregnancy and post-partum services 
health care costs and · cuts 1n '*Other health care programs include the Consolidated Chemical Dependency 
state and federal funding, pro- : Treatment Fund, the Prescription Drug Program, Alternative Care, among others, 

viding service has put their . Source: Minnesotalegislativeauclitoroffice 

clinic in fmancial trouble. ' . ' 
"The clinic will never turn.~ed by Rep. Fran Brad- eliminate state funding of pre

.I;>eople away, regardless of ley, R-Rochester, would re- natal care for women who are 
their payment capabilities," quire county workers to no- illegal im:migrants . 
Figari said. tify immigration officials if an 

Two bills making their way illegal immigrant applied for hopfen@startribune.com • 

through the House would health benefits. 612-673-4511 
shape future spending on im- Mother bill, 1:>y Rep. Tom tcollins@startribune.com • 

. migrant health care. One bill, ~mmer, R-Delano, would 612-673-1790 _ 
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IN STATE 
With tough tal ~{ Loa,~W'ntt~wmak~~ ~~.'!~a~o~~~new 

BY MARTIGA LOHN 
Associated Press . 

ST. PAUL- Rep. Tom Emmer had- · 
n 't been in office two months last year 
when he held a news conference to 
promote "asexualization therapy" for 
pedophiles - in laymen ' s terms, 
castration. 

The Republican from Delano fol
lowed that with more attention
getters - "sexual predator" license 
plates for sex offenders, no-more subsi
dized prenatal care for pregnant illegal 
immigrants, a ban on gambling. 

None has passed yet, but Emmer 
has made his reputation; some of his 
colleagues, in fact, would make a scis
sors motion in his direction after the 
castration proposal. 

A trial lawyer and father of seven, 
Emmer says.he's not afraid to speak 
his mind, and that makes him stick out 
in a sea of politicians more.inclined to 
weigh their words carefully. 

· "What happens when I go right at 
you with the very issue that strikes 
lightning?" Emmer said, leaning for-

' . ' . Toni Emmer~ . :: . ·~-' . arrivalstoMinnesota-thosewithout 

· ward, eyebrows furrowed into a scowl. 
"You tend to come out, don't you? Min

. nesotans will .tend to speak out when 
they have been pushed to the point." 

Even opponents give him grudging 
respect for getting straight to the 
point. ': I disagr~e with practically 
everything he does, but I kind of like 
the guy," said Rep. Tom Huntley, DFL~ 
Dulµth, who serves with Emmer on a 
health policy committee. _"He's very · 
direct, says what he thinks -:- doesn't 
monkey around." 

Emmer grew up. in a forgotten cor-

, ..;:, 

' HOMETOWN -'-; Delano: Gr~w up in_Ed ina.C 
AGE-45. Born March·3, 1961. ·. · 
·EDUCATIO·N:....:.. B.A., University of Alaska

Fa irbanks. J.D., William Mitchell College of Law. 
EXPERIENCE-Attorney since 1988. Ser,ved 

on lndependen9e City Council , 1995-2002. · 
Delano City Council, 2002-2004. Elected to the 
Minnesota.House in 2004. 

FAMILY -Wife, Jacqueline. Seven children, 
ages 4 to 16 years- Tripp, Jack, Bobby, Katie, 
Joey, Billy, Johnny. · 

ner of Edina, near the city's edge and a 
hockey rink where he often played into 
the night. He made it as far as the 
United States Hockey League, the 
only Tier 1 junior league in the coun
try. Hockey still plays a major role in 
his life - he 's been coaching youth. 
hockey for almost two decades and 
says it's one of his best stress relievers. 

Though Emmer focuses on social 
issues now, he first got involved in pol
itics simply to save some trees. 

In the mid-1990s, he said, he was 
outraged when he found out that the 
city of Independence planned to cut 

· down oaks and maples on his land to 
make way for a new road. He persuad
ed officials to adjust their• plan. 

He ran for the · Independence · City 
Council, where he ended up serving for 
7 1/2 years until he moved to Delano 
and was elected to the city council 
there. 

Emmer brought his courtroom com
bat style to the council, said Marvin 
Johnson, the longtime mayor oflnde
pendence. He rem.embers ·him as 
bright and easy to work with. Emmer 
would "really put the final nail-in the 
coffin on an issue" during debates, 
Johnson said. 

"He's not afraid of that,'' Johnson 
said. "We've never had that many con
troversial issues, but he was very 
learned in the subject matter and 
never :µraid to express his opinion to 
the public when they asked hard ques
tio_ns." 

Emmer's hard-charging style was 
on display earlier this month, when he 

children - wait three months to get -
full welfare benefits. 

The 45-year-old explained his plan 
in clipped sentences that made him 
sound like an angry version of the Twi
light Zone's Rod Serling. Reading 
glasses perched on the end of his nose, 
he cited legal research and parried 
Democrats' objections - including the 
prospect of a constitutional challenge 
and the bill's impact on the mentally ill 
and veterans. 

Rep. Neva Walker, DFL-Minnea-· 
polis, asked him what the bill would do 
to sorrieone who left the state for an 
opportunity that didn't pan out and 
had to return. "Your bill would keep 
her from being able to access services 
even though she had paid Minnesota 
taxes," Walker said. · 

"You are correct - that's what my . 
proposal would do, but it would be for 
90 days, not forever, " Emmer said. 
"There is no constitutional require
ment that a state provide a standard of 
living to its residents." 

A watered-down version of his bill 
has passed the House, but with no 
Senate counterpart is unlikely to 
become law. That's been the fate of 
some of Emmer's highest-profile pro
posals - they don't have backing in 
the Democrat-dominated Senate. 

Walker and Emmer have .clashed 
over welfare recipients, illegal immi
grants and others, and she describes 
them as "polaropp'osites." 

"He's definitely a lawyer and defi
nitely has more of a penal way of look~ 
ing at things," Walker said. "I don't 
agree with many of his views at all. We 
come from different places." 

But the situation is different on a 
bill spelling out rules for pharmacists 
who don't want to fill prescriptions for 
contraception because of moral objec
tions. Several Democrats have signed 
onto Emmer's House bill, and the Sen
ate version has the support of a few 
powerful DFLers, including Linda 
Berglin, who heads the Senate Health 
and Human Services Budget Division .. · 

Emmer's original bill took a inore 
extreme position - it. would have 
allowed pharmacists to refuse to dis
pense prescriptions, period. The com
promise requires them to notify their 
employers of any objections in writing . 
ahead of time, and makes the employ
er come up with a backup plan so 
patients don't face delays. 

Meanwhile, some of Emmer's out
spoken positions in debates have led to 
epithets. He's been called .a fascist and 
a racist, and gets e-mails from one man 
who addresses him as "Tom Jim Crow 
Emmer." . 

"Go ahead, call me whatever you 
want," Emmer said. 

He said he's convinced he's doing 
what he 's supposed to be doing. That's 
doubly true after two traumatic expe
riences - the death of his sister from 
breast cancer in 2000 and a brain 
tumor suffered by one of his sons sev
eral years ago. His son, Bill, is now 
doinKwell. 

"You tend to realize that life is very 
finite," Emmer said. 
· ''And I don 't believe that people 
should sit still and bitch. You are either 
part of the solution or you're not." 

He added: "Maybe I'm going to open 
my mouth on an issue that somebody's 
going to call me a fascist or a racist or 
some hate-filled deal - you know, 
there's only one face I've got to look at 
in the mirror in the morning, and 
that's mine." 
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·Gambling with our future 
By State Representative Tom ·Emmer 

A few months ago I offered · . · casinos in this state? How much 
· an amendment in our House revenue -does the state derive from 
of Representatives t6 p:rohibit tribal gambling? Zero. That's right 
gambling in Minnesota . . I doubt - nil; n~da, zilch. Tribal gaming 
that many· of you heard what my proceeds are tax free. · · 
reasoning was for such a measure or Minnesota negotiated compacts 
whattheamendmentwasintendedto . with Indian tribes . addressing 
accomplish. I would like to explain gambling on tribal lands. When the 
why I offered this ammendment Minnesota Lotterywas made legal 

I do not like the negative impact . it -also opened the door for tribal 
gambling has on our communities casinos to operate .. Did you know 
and. families. Those who .support that if gambling is made illegal in 

, any and all gambling will insist that Minnesota, the tribes cannot legally 
- our communities benefit greatly operate their.casinos? That's right; 

from tribally owned casinos. That if we prohibit all gambling, then the 
· is not true. In .fact, studies indicate tribal casinos would automatically 
that gambling causes increased have to close as well. . At least at 
crime, addiction, bankruptcy filings, that point we would be in a position 
divorces and numerous related to ·negotiate a better deal than the 
negative side-effec·ts. Did you, awful deal we have now. · · 

· know that for every $46 in gambling Minn·esota has the most unfair 
revenue in Minnesota, itis estimated tribal compact in the-United States. 
that wefose $289 in social costs and While it- may have seemed fair at . 
economic qpportunity? the tinie of negotiation (when no 

Proponents of casino gambling one anticipated casino style gaming . 
in this state will emphasize all the developing over night), it is not 

. economic benefits the state derives fair to all citizens of the State of 
from gambling. The fact is, the . Minnesota today. Some might say, 
economic . benefit really pa.lei in "We negotiated the tribal compacts· 
comparison to the amount of money and now we have an obligation 
that is actually being wagered. to abide by the terms." Did you 
What are the facts? ;." know that the Compacts provide 

According to numbers published that either party can request to 
in 2004, the State of Minnesota negotiate a new deal at any time? 
collected approximately $100 Most people do not know this fact. 
million dollars in revenue from the Mariy think we are stuck with this 
lottery, approximately $60 ·million . bad deal for 99 ·years or some such 
from charitable gambling and .nonsense. · 
approximately $275,000 from horse · _Our governor attempted to 
racing. While this may seem to be a reach out to our tribal citizens to 
significant amount of money, when renegotiate the compacts so gaming 
we are looking at a state budget in · revenues could.be shared-equitably 
excess of $3 0 billion dollars, the amo:o.gst all Minnesotans. The tribes s 

revenue derived from gambling with the most successful gaming 
is extremely small. Please don't operations, apparently motivated by 
misunderstand me. Every dollar greed, shunned our governor. From 
generated from gambling that my perspective, if the tribal casinos 
goes to support our environmental . are not interested in fairness, then 
resources, including fainting . and perhaps by eliminating gambling, 
fishihg, in the· State ofMinn~sota is and their casinos in the process, we 
important.': .J ·simply want to point .. might encourage them to consider 
out that gambling revenue. ·.is_. not their obligation to all the citizens of 
the panacea that proponents w·ould this great state. 
have us believe . . Again, the truth-is· · .· That was my , reasoning . .and, as 
that we lose far more money than · long as the majority of Mi:nnesotans 
we. gain. favor lawful gambling, I will 

.So you might ask, "Tom, if you continue to push for fairness in the 
knew that gambling is here to stay, industry. 
why did you bother to offer an State Rep. Tom Emmer (R
amendmentto prohibitgambling?" Delano) was ele'cted in 2004. 
If indeed gambling is here to stay, He serves on the Civil Law and 
then it is my belief that everyone Elections Committee, Eth1cs 
involved in the industry should be Committee, Health Policy and 
treated fairly. Did you know that Finance Committee, and Regulat~d 
according to 2004 estimates $10 Industries Committee . . 
Billion doUars is gambled in tribal 

I ~ 
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I ~ •- \ ...,) .mmer: GOP .filust return to core isslle 
By Brad Swens«ff ONY f ,t..-:~;r_House Republicans, in charge month, as deputy minority core values, and if you stay true 
Pioneer Political Editor . since 1998, found their margin leader and Rep. D'enny McNa- to those core values ... .. you've 

Pushed too far to the right, slip to only two seats in the , mara, R-Hastings, as minority go_t a strong core which should 
Minnesota House Republicans ·134-member chamber in 2004, whip. He starts his third term be the trunk of the tree,'' 
now need to return to the cen- and this mo:p.th's election in January. · Emmer said. 
ter - their center, says newly turned the charµber ·backto the Einmer, an attorney; was in 'Th?se include, he said, "indi-
named House Deputy Minority ·Derp.ocrats, who will hold an ·. Bemidji as a youth hockey · vidual rights and responsibili-
!&a.,,der Tom Emmer. . • 85-49 edge . when the Legisla- coach with a team from Delano ties, .smaller government, pro-

_"We have the · ture convenes inJanuary. playing at Nymore Arena. Run- _tecting families, public safety 
best message This time, there wiU be new ning several teams, hewas also and education." 
out there," leaders all around, except in planning to bring a team to Seeking a ban on abortions 
Emmer, R- the governor's office where Baudette and Thief River Falls. and a constitutional amend-
Delano, said · in Republican Gov. Tim Pawlerity Republicans need to return to ment to ban same-sex marriage 
an interview won a second term. the Reagan era arid that of the should be branches on that · 
Friday. "We· The GOP, now in the minority early 1990s that w;on the House tree, Emmer said, not the tree 
have to get back in the House, will have Speaker . for them, Emmer said. Some- _ itself. Instead, the GOP allowed 
to the · core Steve Sviggum, R-Kenyon:, step where after 2000, the party . the left to push Republicans to 
issues · of down for new _ leadership. The became . disconnected with that far right spot. 
Rep u b 1 i can GOP Caucus elected Rep. Mar:cy ·those core values and instead Also, he said, the war in Iraq 
conservatives. Emmer • Seifert, R-Marshall, as minority were painted · as a single-issue which plagues President Bush 

"We did a "leader. · party; focusing on abortion and' flowed through Republicans 
very poor job of distinguishing On Wednesday, Seifert then gay mardages .. ·. · · down to the legislative level. 
ourselves, · and we need to get tabbed Emmer, elected to 'a "The Republican Party is all · '") 
back on message," he says. second term earlier this about (being) pos}tive in those Emmer: _SeePageA15 \;) 

- - ·• --...... •• --~ "'1' ·N> 0 %f Y'r.-",:;. /4$ ::r 7 >,:. ~ .>:•-, ••-, •-•• • .. · 

Emmer: GOP House minority will regroup 
"Federal issues and concerns a $1 · billion proposed tax looks like. full employment for 

did bleed through to a state increase put forth by the now everyone who's been in the 
level because they just · exacer- Senate majority leader, Larry House for :two years or longer." 

·bated this already negative feel- Pogemiller, just two years ago.... Emmer, hpwever, labeled Moe 
ing," Emmer said. "You've got Now they have actually taken as "a professional guy to deal 
this big tree that was just solid the Republican message and with; he's always been straight 
in the 1990s and the early New made it theirs, that they are a up-front. ... We may disagree on 
Millennium. But it's starting to· bunch of fiscal conservatives. · issues, but , I've never had an 
rot at the core, because we got They get the opportunity to lead .. issue where I felt like Frank said 
away from those core , issues for the next . two . years, we will one thing and did · something 
_that made the Contract With see them put their money_ else. He always says what he's 
America so attractive." where their mouth is and find going to do, and he does it." . 

Rep. Newt Gingrich used the - out if they are truly the fiscal · Saying Moe, who was named 
Contract With America to win conservatives that they claim to an assistant majority leader, is a 
the U.S. House for Republicans be." , ·communicator, Emmer .adds 
in 1994 and later became speak- Republicans hit · their . mark the .Bemidji Democrat is some
er. The contract . was • simple, after taking over in 1998 until thing the DFL needs to "change 
pledging the GOP to core pririci- 2002, Emmer says, with Pawlen- its stripes." 
ples such as cutting the num- ty and Sv1ggum co·mbining for "As we go forward, that party . 
ber of House committees and measures that cut taxes and needs folks like that," Emmer 
staff, requiring all laws that state spending. The $4.5 billion said. "If they can change their 
apply to the country also apply budget deficit in 2003, however, stripes, if the DFL really has a 
to Congress, requiring zero put both parties in a tailspin belief that they can · include 

· base-line budgeting for- the fed- and put off reforms started ear- other points · of view, then I 
eral budget and a raft of legisla- lier. think the Republicans are going 
tion for public safety; ·personal "Where have we st<;1.rted to . to have a tough tir:p.e." 
responsibility and mi_ddle-class shrink the bureaucracy in Min- But Emmer -has his doubts, 
tax relief. nesota?" he asks. "Somewhere · especially since Senate DFLers 

The vast majority of voters in between 2002 ·and 2006, we • put Pogemiller in charge of that' 
the middle - not die-hard started to lose our way a ·little caucus, perhaps one of the 
Democrats or Republicans - · hit_;, ·most combative senators t-0 --
"are - looking for" is.sues tha_t . Now voters want to give the negotiafe with Pawlenty; and 
apply to them and their every- Democrats a chance, and so will whom Emmer calls "a brilliant 
day; daily . lives," Emmer said. the Republicans, -he said. man" but who "doesn't under
"Does gay marriage apply to "The Democrats say they tan stand the issues beyond · the 
everybody? No. Does ·abortion do it/ Emmer said. "We're Twin Cities/'. · 
apply to everybody? No." · going to give them a chance. ... . For their part, the House GOP 

They do, however, remain as You've got a lot of great Republi- niinoritywill regroup and act as 
coreyalues for many conserva- cans in this area . that probably .· a team. Emmer said new.Minor-

. tives, · "and there's ~othing voted Democrat . because they ity. Leader Seifert wants the cau
wrong with us promoting th_ose believe that we've got to give the cus to act a team and to not just 
as our core values, but when other side the opportunity to · oppose DFL policy; but to offer 
you get away from focusing on show us that they_ can actually better policy 'itself. 
individm~l rights and responsi- be . fiscal conservatives, . that · Seifert "is ·a . team builder,". 
bilities, . self-determination, they . can ~ctually protect our Emmer said: . -It will be . the 
smaller government, and make individual rights, ·our rights to minority's job to point out the 
those (social issues)your show- . hunt and fish, that they ·can Twin Cities tilt in both House 
case, . you have allowed the actually do that stuff." · and Senate DFL -leadership, 
other side to move you way to The test will come with a "and to set out options . ... One 
the right." · · · metro-dominated Legislature of the mistakes of a minority is 
· The DFL, in moving to the cen- and new Speaker Kelliher "who to just sit up and complain, we 

. ter, has taken the Republican is anti-gun to no erid,'1 Emmer need to be part of the solu-
mantle, Emmer believes. said, adding that Rep. Frank tion." 

House Speaker-designate Mar-• Moe, DFL-Bemidji, "has done an Health care and property tax 
garet Anderson Kellihe_r, DFL- ' excellent job, but he's going to reform come to mind, he said. 
Minneapolis, has tried to attach be dealing with _the forces of the "It can't be about just your 
"fjscal conservatives" to mem- city."_ neighborhood ... we _ have to 
bers of her caucus, now that the That Kelliher has expanded think of Minnesota as Minneso-
DFL .,will rule. · the number of House commit- ta, as opposed to the Range, 

"That remains to be seen," tees from 25 to 37 doesn't bode southeastern or so.uthwest Min
. says Emmer.- "This is the same well for shrinking state govern- · nesota or the Twin Cities core." 
. group that was actively behind ment bureaucracy; he said. "tt 181 bsivenson@bemidjipioneer.com 

)' '-\ 

BEMIDJI PIONEER 
BEMIDJI, MN 

SUNDAY 10,938 

NOV 26 2006 




