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Gambling with our future

. :
BY TOM EMMER
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY GLOBE

DELANQ — A few menths ago, I
offered an amendment in our House of
Representatives to prohibit gambling
in Minnesota. I doubt that many of
you heard what my reasoning was for
such a radical measure or just what
the amendment was intended to
accomplish. Since most folks are too
busy with their daily lives.to call or
write, I thought you might be interest-
ed in why I offered the amendment
and what I was trying to accomplish...

- ilies. Those who support any and all

gambling will insist that our.communi-. :::
ties benefit greatly from tribally owned -

casinos. That is not true. In fact, studies
indicate that gambling causes increased
crime, addiction, bankruptcy filings,
divorces and numerous related negative
side-effects. Did you know that for every
 $46 in gambling revenue in Minnesota,
it is estimated that we lose $289 in social
costs and economic opportunity?

Most people are not aware of the
negative effects that gambling — and
primarily casino style gambling —
has on our communities and our fam-
ilies. That being said, due to the broad
acceptance of this form of “entertain-
ment” over the last 15 years it appears
that gambling is here to stay.

Proponents of ‘casino gambling in
this state will emphasize all the eco-
nomic benefits the state derives from
gambling. The fact is, the economic

benefit really pales in comparison to -

the amount of money that is actually
being wagered. What are the facts?

According to numbers published in .

2004, the State of Minnesota collected
approximately $100 million dollars in
revenue from the lottéFy; approximate-
ly $60 million from charitable gam-
bling and approximately $275,000 from
horse racing. While this may seem to
. be a significant amount of money,

when we are looking at a state budget .

in excess of $30 billion dollars, the rev-
enue derived from gambling is
extremely small. Please don’t misun-
derstand me. Every dollar generated
from gambling that goes to support
our environmental resources, includ-
ing hunting and fishing, in the State of
Minnesota is important. I simply want
to point out that gambling revenue is
not the panacea that proponents
would have us believe. Again, the
truth is that we lose far more money
than we gain. _

- So you might ask, “Tom, if you knew

< s ... that gambling is here to stay, why did

I do not like the negative impact gami- " ° .

bli e syou bother to offer an amendment to
ling has on our communities and fam- “: prohibit gambling? ¥ indeed g

bling is here to stay, then it is my behef
that everyone involved in the industry
should be treated fairly. Did you know
that according to 2004 estimates $10 bil-

lion dollars is gambled in tribal casinos °

in this state? How much revenue does

the state derive from tribal gambling?
nil, nada, zilch.

Zero. That’s right —
Tribal gaming proceeds are tax free.

Minnesota  negotiated compacts
with Indian tribes addressing gam-
bling on tribal lands. When the Min-
nesota Lottery was made legal, it also

-opened the door for tribal casinos to

operate. Did you know that if gam-
bling is made illegal in Minnesota, the
tribes cannot legally operate their
casinos? That’s right; if we prohibit all
gambling, then the tribal casinos
would automatically have to close as
well. At least at that point we would be
in a position to negotiate a better deal
than the awful deal we have now.
Minnesota has the most unfair trib-
al compact in the United States.
While it may have seemed fair at the
time of negotiation (when no one
anticipated casino style gaming
developing over night), it is not fair
to all citizens of the State of Min-
nesota today. Some might say, “We
negotiated the tribal compacts and
now we have an obligation to abide
by the terms.” Did you know that the

Compacts provide that either party
can request to negotiate a new deal at
any time? Most people do not know
this fact. Many think we are stuck
with this bad deal for 99% years or
some such nonsense.

I simply want to point out
that gambling revenue is not
the panacea that proponents

would have us believe.

Again, the truth is that we

lose far more money than

we gain.
@

* Our governor attempted to reach

* out to our tribal citizens to renegoti-

ate the compacts so gaming revenues
could be shared equitably amongst all
Minnesotans. The tribes with the
most successful gaming operations,
apparently motivated by greed,
shunned our governor. From my per-
spective, if the tribal casinos are not
interested in fairness, then perhaps
by eliminating gambling, and their
casinos in the process, we might
encourage them to consider their
obligation to all the citizens of this
great state.

That was my reasoning and, as long
as the majority of Minnesotans favor
lawful gambling, you can bet your bot-
tom dollar that I will continue to push
for fairness in the industry.

. State Rep. Tom | Ed?mer R-Delano,
“Was elected in 2004 He serves on the
Civil Law and Elections Committee,
Ethics Committee, Health Policy and
Finance Committee, and Regulated
Industries Committee.
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- Moe’s ‘spin’ on game, fish

& On Friday, June 16, Rep. Frank Moe
submitted a commentary complaining that he
was not called back to St. Paul for a special
legislative session to deal with dedicated
funding for hunting and fishing. A

I must say, I am extremely disappointed by
my colleague’s political column. In my
dealings with him, I have found Rep. Moe
willing to work for the common good of all
citizens of Minnesota. I guess now that we are
entering the campaign season,-he has been
encouraged to “spin” facts for political gain. -
That’s too bad and I do hope he will
reconsider his legislative mission by truly
stating facts.

On the proposed constitutional amendment
for game and fish, his column neglected to .
clarify that the “new money” would be
obtained by raising the statewide sales tax.
Incredibly, he fails to clarify the addition of
the arts to the proposed amendment. That’s
" sright; Rép. Moe is complaining that we did not
fand‘a metro area initiative for the arts with
your tax dollars. I find it hard to understand
 how that would help his_constituency. Is it
" possible that Rep. Moe is promoting a party-
line position for the benefit of his leadership
in St. Paul rather than the people that voted
him into office?

Please contact your representatlve and
implore him to accomplish his job in St. Paul
by properly managing our assets rather than
simply raising our taxes. Folks, remind him
that our unemployment is at an all-time low
and the state revenues are well ahead of any
forecast. We need to continue to encourage the
job creators and those folks stoking our
economic engine.

We do not need to return to the days when
our Legislature relied on tax increases as the
answer to every issue. I am also extremely
disappointed by any legislator who would
promote (in a non-budget year) the proposition
that he be called back to St. Paul.

Please, Rep. Moe, remember that the
Legislature is supposed to be a part-time job to”
serve our communities, not your full-time
occupation and career.

»

Tom Emmer

R-Delano
Minnesota House
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Emn?er.“My bill would not

have prevented any votes

I would like to address claims
made by Rep. Larry Hosch in the
May 31 Times news report con-
cerning a bill T authored (“Hosch:
My views are being distorted”).
Readers deserve to read the truth
about the bill from the person who
wrote it.

" Hosch is wrong in saying my bill
to require voters to show photo

ID at the polls may be unconstitu-

" tional.

I specifically wrote the bill to
address constitutional concerns by
allowing the state to give free pho-
to ID cards to voters who could
not afford them. »

Hosch is wrong again when he
says his wife could not have voted
after being issued an ID with the
wrong address. She would have
been allowed to vote through a
provisional Lallot that would be
counted after confirming her ad-
dtess with the county auditor. She

could also just get a new ID W1th

'the correctaddress: -
L Tindits’ commonfor Oppo- . -
: nents of the bill to raise unreason-
able excuses (i.e. “What if I forget
my wallet or purse when I go to
vote?”) as reasons to oppose the
* bill. I've also found each time they
turn out to be wrong because my
bill would stop no legal voter from
castmg avote.
Thope this gives a more accu-
rate view of my bill.
Hosch doesn’t do much talking
with folks on my side of the aisle,

- so I'can understand how he might -

n

voting on. Plus, when you cast a
party-line vote they don’t always
give you all the information. I
would encourage him to give me
a call before the next time he goes
on the record so readers aren’t so
misinformed.
* Rep.Tom Emmer,
District 9B~
Delano

have not understood what he was. : ...
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She is currently trying to determine just how long the newborn screening bio-samples will be kept by the health
department. “l think it's really indefinitely,” said Boudreau of the private data.

Twila Brase, president of the conservative health care policy organization Citizens’ Council on Health Care, said
parents need to know the testing being done by the health department is genetic testing. “Every parent needs the right

to say ‘no’ government genetic testing,” she said.
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Coon Rapids couple, appearing at Capitol press conference, supports
tighter restrictions on newborn genetic testing

by T.W. Budig
ECM capitol reporter

A Coon Rapids couple appeared at the Capitol on Monday (Feb. 13) to support tighter restrictions on “newborn genetic
testing.”

Bob and Carla Taepke of Coon Rapids support legislation sponsored by two local lawmakers, Rep. Mary Liz Holberg,
R-Lakeville, and Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, that would have parents “opt-in” for newborn screening rather than
“opt-out.”

About 70,500 Minnesota newborns each year are screened for more than 50 health risks by the Department of Health
— cards with newborn blood samples brighten shelves in a health department laboratory.

Newborn screening has been carried out since 1965.

The first testing was for phenyketonuria, or PKU, a metabolism disorder linked with mental retardation.
Each week two or three babies are detected as facing health risks by the health department lab.

The lab tests for early onset diseases or conditions — it does not test for long-term genetic problems.

Parents currently can “opt-out” of newborn screening altogether or agree to the screening on the condition the baby’s
tissue/blood samples be destroyed after two years.

Problem with administering of law, says Taepke

But Bob Taepke and other parents at the press conference charged that hospital staff never informed them of their
rights under state law regarding newborn screening. “There’s a problem with the administration of the law,” said Bob
Taepke. “Frankly, | believe it's being disregarded,” he said.

Although their daughter’s second birthday is five weeks away — theoretically, the date her tissue/blood samples will be
destroyed — the Taepkes are worried that won't happen.

“How do we know they will be destroyed,” he asked.

Holberg has heard “over and over and over” from parents of newborns that they did not know about their rights under
state law, she said.

The field of genetics is advancing so rapidly, Holberg explained, that it's hard for lawmakers to keep up with the
advances. “We’re not ahead of the curve by any means,” she said, expressing the need for caution.

Deputy Commissioner of Health Lynda Boudreau said that if it's determined more training of hospital staff on the state
law regarding newborn screening is needed, it will be carried out.

But Boudreau expressed concern that an “opt-in” approach to newborn screening — the need for paperwork that it
could engender — could result in fewer newborns being screened. “It’s just very, very important,” said Boudreau of
newborn screening. :

Since the current law went into affect in July of 2003, only 10 parents have opted-out of the screening program while
five have requested their newborns’ blood/tissue samples be destroyed after two years, explained Boudreau.

She believes these parents’ wishes will faithfully be carried. “It's something we’re obligated to do,” said Boudreau, a
former, conservative member of the Minnesota House.
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allow children in private homes to continue to be
exposed to this scourge?

I realize that this train may already be out of
the station and that it seems to be picking up
steam as we roll down the tracks toward the
upcoming legislative session. I only ask that
before we set this course we consider the impact
on not only the many businesses that will be
hurt, but also the dangerous precedent we set for
the future of liberty.
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A statewide smoking ban would set a
dangerous constitutional precedent

State Rep. Tom Emmer
R-Delano

I don’t smoke. I don’t like smoke. But my dis-
taste for the habit doesn’t give me cause to Lave
the state manage individual rights. The new
junta of Democratic legislative leaders has
declared a statewide smoking ban as the top pri-
ority on their thin agenda for the upcoming leg-
islative session. That baffles me. How propearty
taxes, education reform, health care reform and
funding for roads and bridges do not top that list
of priorities is in a word, outrageous!
Apparently the promises made during the recent
campaigns have served the intended purpose
and can now be forgotten. A statewide smoking
ban in Minnesota is a dangerous constitutional
precedent. If the new regime wants the ban to
pass, it very likely will pass. But we should at
least call it what it is as we plummet further into
the nanny-state formerly known as Minnesota.

America was founded on principals of free-
dom and the right of the individual to self-deter-
mine. Every citizen has the inalienable right to
life, liberty and property; “We find these truths to
be self-evident.....” I for one believe
that ”inalienable” means some-
thing.

As a “free” society the laws we
enact must necessarily be directed
towards protection of individual freedoms. The
freedom to improve one’s self, the freedom to
obtain and hold property, the freedom of belief,
the freedom of expression, the freedom of associ-
ation, etc. Our laws must protect the individual’s
rights within the community. A tension exists,
however, between the individual right to self-
determine and our bureaucratic predisposition to
control everything and everyone. Simply stated,
we all want the freedom to make decisions about
our personal liberties but some of us also want to
make these decisions for our fellow citizens.
Why? Is it because we know better? Is it because
we believe only the uneducated would disagree
with our enlightened position? Are we con-
vinced that we must intervene with laws to save

those who cannot or will not understand?

We are all concerned with health. In fact, we
are all responsible for making healthy choices.
The first law on the DFL legislative agenda is a
statewide smoking ban. The real issue is much

larger. The real issue is how far we are willing to
let government rules erode the very foundation
of our freedom. Enacting social engineering into
law is dangerous. Smoking sits squarely within
the crosshairs of our society’s all-knowing social
engineers, well-intentioned but misguided folks
who feel the need to help us because we can’t
help ourselves.

What will stop the regulatory engineers from
focusing their sights on the freedom to consume
certain foods they consider “unhealthy foods”?
What will stop them from outlawing certain
expressions, like no one should be forced to sit in
a public place next to someone spouting profani-
ty or praying aloud? What will stop them from
determining who can own and hold certain prop-
erty like a farmer’s right to decide how and what
to farm? What will stop them from legislating
who we can associate with by restricting procre-
ation based on genetics? Ask yourself, what will
stop them from legislating our religious free-
doms? If they decide that Islam promotes vio-
lence and mistreatment of women and therefore
must not be tolerated, will that be imposed on us
from above as well? What are the limits on our

growing “nanny-state”?

I expect those who want to dictate our
freedoms will cry out that the smoking
ban is altogether different from the exam-
ples offered. Second hand smoke obvious-

ly affects workers in bars and restaurants. Of
course no one wants to suggest that employment
is voluntary. Evidence of the negative health
impact of secondhand smoke has been presented
as mdxsputable If this is such an indisputable
truth,'then why does the federal government rate
secondhand smoke below cell phones as a car-
cinogen? Why have we, as a responsible society
not simply outlawed tobacco in all its forms? If
second hand smoke is as dangerous as the social
engineers claim, then why are we willing to

Page 1 of 2
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’Smoklng ban and new'

laws for the New Year

by T.W. Budig

Deputy House Minority Leader
Tom Emmier, R-Delano, doesn’t .
smoke and doesn’t like smoke curling
about the room.

But Emmer in a column lit up
Democrats for support of a statewide

smokir?g ban. .

“The new junta of Democratic
legislative leaders has declared a state-
wide smoking ban as the top priority
on their thin agenda for the upcoming
legislative session,” writes Emmer.

“That baffles me. How property
taxes, education reform, health care
reform and funding for roads and
bridges do not top that list of priori-
ties 1s in a word, outrageous!”

‘While some Democrats support
a statewide smoking ban, in recent
weeks they listed property tax relief,
education and health care as top pri-
orities.

Sen.-elect Rick Olseen, DFL-Harris,*
for one does not support the proposed
smoking ban as he believes it could
hurt small restaurants and bars.

As a body shop worker, he knows
the power of good ventilation to
- the clear the air, Olseen said, and he
. thinks good ventilation could be a
¢ substitute for a ban.
: kokokkkokok

- The Minnesota Environmental

. Partnership recently announced its

- 2007 legislative priorities.

2 It wants to get ' $100 million a year
7 to Cleah Water Legacy to clean up

’: state waters, a renewable electricity

= standard requiring by 2020, 25 percent
. of electricity be generated from renew-
;: ables, and passage of a “fraction bill”
. that would raise the state sales tax

one-quarter of one percent, dedicat*
ing the bucks — $187 million annually
— to fund the Legacy and other natu—
ral resources areas.

The partnership is a statewide coali-

tion of some 80 environmental groups

sk ko ok

Attorney General Lori Swanson, :
Sen.-elect John Doll, DFL-Burnsville,
and others recently presented a cell
phone legislative package they argue
will better protection cell phone cus-
tomers from price gouging in times of
emergencies.

New Year may bring glad tidings
but certainly will bring new laws.

One new law requires carbon mon- |
oxide detectors to be included in '
newly constructed homes and apart- !
ments.

A detector must be placed on each
floor level, within 10 feet of the bed-
room in single or multi-family dwell-
ings, according to the House Public
Information Services.

Another new law requires all alco-
hol and drug counselors working in
government or hospitals to be licensed *
by the Minnesota Board of Behav1ora1
Health and Therapy.

Those worried about paying a state
park fee for using the visitor parking
area at Soudan Underground Mine
State Park, rest easy.

A new law forbids Smoky from
charging a fee.

Another new law has state park
officials issuing temporary permits for
vehicles towed into parks for use in
camping, allowing their use w1th1n the
park.

Editor’s note: T.W. Budlg is ECM
Publishers’ capitol reporter.

>
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Political observers say they are
sitting back watching, waiting for
‘Pogemiller to become Pogemiller’

By Don Davis
ddavis@wctrib.com

ST. PAUL — Minnesota polit-
ical observers are watching
Senate Majority Leader Larry
Pogemiller.

The other three legislative
leaders and Gov. Tim Pawlenty
appear to be on good terms
and all say they can get along
with each other. But, as one
Senate leader said quietly,
senators are
waiting for
“Pogemiller to
become
Pogemiller,” a
reference to
what Republi-
cans call a
combative and
confrontation-
al attitude of
the Minneapo-
lis senator.

In a meeting
with reporters
last week,
House Speak-
er-designate
Margaret

Pogemiller

liher, DFL-
Minneapolis;
House Minori-
ty Leader Marty Seifert, R-
Marshall; and Senate Minority
Leader Dave Senjem, R-
Rochester, avoided taking
shots at each other or Pawlen-
ty. Pogemiller did, too, for most
of the discussion, but he said
the Republican governor does
not give lawmakers enough
direction on what he would
like to see done. “More bills,
less press conferences,”
Pogemiller urged.

Pawlenty

‘Unusual couple’

U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson
said he turned fellow Democ-
rat Nancy Pelosi into an
“aggie” and ethanol enthusiast

© Capyright 2006 WEST CENTRAL TRIBUNE
All Rights Reserved.
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when he hosted the San Fran-
cisco lawmaker at the Farm-
Fest agriculture show last
summer in southwestern Min-
nesota. Peterson said last
week he has a good relation-
ship with Pelosi, the House
speaker-designate, despite ide-
ological differences. Peterson
represents a conservative
rural area while Pelosi hails
from perhaps the most liberal
city in the countryz> % = ¥

“We're kind of an unusual
couple,” Peterson admitted in
a speech last week at the Mid-
west Ag Energy Network Sum-
mit in St. Paul.

The 7th District congress-
man joked he probably could
get only 10 percent of the vote
in Pelosi’s congressional dis-
trict, and she would garner the
Same meager support in his
western Minnesota distriet.

Still, Peterson said he was
the only congressman who
Pelosi personally endorsed
during recent committee
chairmen selections. He will
lead the House Agriculture
Committee.

Leaders named

Republican Minnesota
House members have elected
three assistant minority lead-
ers and the top Republican
appointed a fourth.

Seifert picked New York

= Mills Rep. Dean Simpson as

an assistant,
while fellow
GOP House
members
elected Laura
Brod of New
Prague, Brad
Finstad of
Comfrey and

e Rurt Zellers of
Seifert Maple Grove.
Seifert earli-
er named Tom Emmer of

Delano as his deputy leader

8 of 21
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. and Denny McNamara of Hast-

ings as minority whip.

Mail reformed

U.S. Sen. Norm Coleman, R-
Minn., praised Congress’s pas-
sage of a measure to reform
the U.S. Postal Service, one of
the last-minute bills that .
passed with little public
notice.

“An effective Postal Service
is essential for Minnesota,
where a large printing and
mailing industry accounts for
thousands of jobs and rural
areas depend on it for access
to a large variety of products,”
Coleman said.

The legislation is designed
to improve the service’s effi-
ciency. One of the key provi-
sions eliminates a require-
ment that the Postal Service
pay pension benefits its
employees earned while they
were in the military, a $27 bil-
lion savings.

Also, the bill limits postal
rate increases to inflation and
establishes a commission with
authority over the Postal Ser-
vice.

Page 1 of 1
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@ Daily Globe editorial

Common ground
may not be easy

The Minnesota Legislature will
reconvene in less than two weeks
and, as usual, folks from both sides
are making nice and promising
more cooperation and bipartisan-
ship. We certainly we hope that’s the
case — finding mutual understand-
ing and agreement often gets more
done — but we're withholding our
judgement until lawmakers get back
to work at the Capitol.

Given the remarks of District 19B

« Rep. Tom Emmer, there will be fric-

tion between state Democrats and
Republicans again this session.
Emmer; who recently was appointed
Deputy Minority Leader in the State
House — after the Republicans lost
its control in the November elections
— visited the Daily Globe last week,
and said he'd seen a few disturbing
trends from Democratic leadership
thus far )

“The result we've seen so far is just
a little troubling,” Emmer said. “The
House last year had 24 standing com-
mittees responsible for both policy

© Copyright 2006 DAILY GLOBE
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and finance issues. The first act by the
new leadership was to expand the
committee structure to almost 40
standing committees. We’ve increased
government ... by 30 percent.”
Emmer also criticized Democrats
for making a statewide smoking ban
a top priority once the Legislature re-
assembles, noting its passage would
set a “dangerous constitutional prece-
dent.” He also spoke of the need for
property tax reduction — something
he said new Senate Majority Leader
» Larry Pogemiller hasn’t embraced.
Emmer, a second-term legislator
from Delano, said Republicans are
proud of their leadership of the last
eight years and their efforts in
bringing the state back from a $4.5
billion deficit. He said his party’s
focal points for this year will be
addressing health care as well as
school and property taxes. Those
sound like admirable places to start.
We just hope that Democrat and
Republican leaders will work dili-
gently to find commeon ground.

18 of 54
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I expect those who want to dictate our freedoms will cry out that the smoking ban is
altogether different from the examples offered. Second hand smoke obviously affects
workers in bars and restaurants. Of course no one wants to suggest that employment is
voluntary. Evidence of the negative health impact of secondhand smoke has been
presented as indisputable. If this is such an indisputable truth, then why does the federal
government rate secondhand smoke below cell phones as a carcinogen? Why have we, as a
responsible society not simply outlawed tobacco in all its forms? If second hand smoke is as
dangerous as the social engineers claim, then why are we willing to allow children in private
homes to continue to be exposed to this scourge?

I realize that this train may already be out of the station and that it seems to be picking up
steam as we roll down the tracks toward the upcoming legislative session. I only ask that
before we set this course we consider the impact on not only the many businesses that will
be hurt, but also the dangerous precedent we set for the future of liberty.
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Viewpoint: State smoking ban would set a bad
constitutional precedent
By State Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano

I don't smoke. I don't like smoke. But my distaste for the habit doesn't give me cause to
have the state manage individual rights. The new junta of Democratic legislative leaders
has declared a statewide smoking ban as the top priority on their thin agenda for the
upcoming legislative session. That baffles me. How property taxes, education reform, health
care reform and funding for roads and bridges do not top that list of priorities is in a word,
outrageous! Apparently the promises made during the recent campaigns have served the
intended purpose and can now be forgotten. A statewide smoking ban in Minnesota is a
dangerous constitutional precedent. If the new regime wants the ban to pass, it very likely
will pass. But we should at least call it what it is as we plummet further into the
nanny-state formerly known as Minnesota.

America was founded on principals of freedom and the right of the individual to
self-determine. Every citizen has the inalienable right to life, liberty and property; "We find
these truths to be self-evident....." I for one believe that "inalienable" means something.

As a "free" society the laws we enact must necessarily be directed towards protection of
individual freedoms. The freedom to improve one's self, the freedom to obtain and hold
property, the freedom of belief, the freedom of expression, the freedom of association, etc.
Our laws must protect the individual's rights within the community. A tension exists,
however, between the individual right to self-determine and our bureaucratic predisposition
to control everything and everyone. Simply stated, we all want the freedom to make
decisions about our personal liberties but some of us also want to make these decisions for
our fellow citizens. Why? Is it because we know better? Is it because we believe only the
uneducated would disagree with our enlightened position? Are we convinced that we must
intervene with laws to save those who cannot or will not understand?

We are all concerned with health. In fact, we are all responsible for making healthy choices.
The first law on the DFL legislative agenda is a statewide smoking ban. The real issue is
much larger. The real issue is how far we are willing to let government rules erode the very
foundation of our freedom. Enacting social engineering into law is dangerous. Smoking sits
squarely within the crosshairs of our society's all-knowing social engineers, well-intentioned
but misguided folks who feel the need to help us because we can't help ourselves.

What will stop the regulatory engineers from focusing their sights on the freedom to
consume certain foods they consider "unhealthy foods"? What will stop them from
outlawing certain expressions, like no one should be forced to sit in a public place next to
someone spouting profanity or praying aloud? What will stop them from determining who
can own and hold certain property like a farmer's right to decide how and what to farm?
What will stop them from legislating who we can associate with by restricting procreation
based on genetics? Ask yourself, what will stop them from legislating our religious
freedoms? If they decide that Islam promotes violence and mistreatment of women and
therefore must not be tolerated, will that be imposed on us from above as well? What are
the limits on our growing "nanny-state"?

Print Page i
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egubllcans take !@eatmg at hands of Democrats voters

By T.W.-BUDIG
Capitol Reporter

Some suspected things
were going wrong,.

For the first time in his
22-year legislative career,
sonie voters were rude
when they discovered
Republicans at the door,
acco;dlng Rep. Dennis
Ozment, R-Rosemount,
aBGut door knocking this
election season.

Rep. Pat Garofalo, R-
Farmington, heard vot-
ers raise concerns at the
stoop about Washington
and he wondered how
many others felt the same
concerns but were keep-
ing silent.

“I thought it (election
day) was ‘going to be a

rough night, but I wasn’t .

thinking it would be this
bad,” said Garofalo.

Rep. Jim Abeler, R-
Anoka, -had misgivings
already late last winter

about the fortunes of the.

House Republican cau-
cus. _

“I totally expected to
go back into the minor-
ity,” he said.

Still, Abeler dldnt
foresee the clobber-
ing House Republicans
would take.

“That was incredible,”
he said of the reversal.

Descriptions of the
losses were colorful.

“It was a tsunami,

a massacre,” said Rep.
Kathy Tingelstad,
R-Andover, ~of the,

Democratic surge.

- ferent,”
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It was a tsunami, a massacre. Our .
world will be different.

—Re. Kathy Tingelstad
ndover
99
“Our world will be dif- . on a battle tank.

she said, referring
to being in the minority.

© Arguably she’s exactly
right.

Last session, the
House Republican caucus
had 68 members, House
DFLers 66.

But by the time .the
polls closed Nov. 7, vot-
ers had whittled down the
Republican caucus to 49
seats.

House DFLers, with 85
seats, can pass a bonding
bill by themselves even if
every House Republican
votes against it.

Abeler ‘compared the
1nequlty toa GEO takmg

e e mm ey e

». Rep. Lynn Wardlow,
R-Eagan, believes nation-
al anti-Republican senti-
ment “just trickled down
to us.”

Other House
Republicans view nation-
al politics dipping into
the local races and cut-
ting a swath through the
Republican ranks.

“Unfortunately there
“ weren’t any local issues
included or we would
have won,” said House
Majority Leader Erik
« Paulsen, R-Eden Prairie.

Wardlow sole
Republican survivor ‘in
District 38, Sen. Mike

¢« McGinn and Rep. Tim

« Wilkin losing their re-
elections senses a
national impetus.

“I think people are
ready for a change ” he
said.

(Wardlow, unlike
some other Republicans,
was “getting really good
vibes” while out door
knocking and thought his
caucus would keep the
majority.) :

« Rep.. Ray Vandeveer,
R-Forest Lake, who suc-
cessfully switched from
the House to Senate elec-
tion night, is less certain
the House Republican
tout can be easily pack-

. time,”

aged.

“I think the pundits
are going to be trying to
figure.this out for a long
said Vandeveer of
the election.

Yes, H ous e
Republicans took a beat-
ing, he said.

But 6th District vot-
ers also sent Sen. Michele
Bachmann, R-Stillwater,
to Congress, Vandeveer
said.

Some Republicans saw
their own caucus lending
a hand to their misfor-
tunes.

Ozment, for instance,
cites a reflex “No” by
some House Republicans
to all spending regardless
of purpose.

“In other - words, we

" sort of created some of

-~our problems,” he said.

Abeler suspected last
winter.a “winner take all
mentality” he perceived
operating in the House

. would eventually bite

_them.

»

Rep. Tom Emmer,
R-Delano, ascribes the
Republican reversals to
the party straying from
its basic principles —
lower taxes and a belief
in the private sector, not
government, should solve
problems.

“The oak tree is solid,”
Emmer said of perceived
core Republican values.

“In a storm like Nov.
7, you expect to lose a

rotten, said Emmer.

The  first  thing
Minnesota Republicans
need to do is decide who
they are, he said.

And then plant a seed
Emmer said.

Vandeveer, too, point-
ed to perceived failings
within the Republican

Party — the national
debt, for instance.
“The base doesn’t

appreciate that at all,”

“said Vandeveer.

Whatever the reasons,
House Republicans will
be the minority party

‘next session.

-

few branches,” he said of -

the party.
But the trunk shouldn’t
snap unless the core is

Some look at this
unwanted status as not as
bad as perhaps might be
imagined.

“You can be the minor-
ity and accomplish a
great deal,” said Ozment,
who speaks from legisla-
tive experience.

House Republicans
can meaningfully con-‘
tribute, he said.

But .they have to be
willing to let the credit go
elsewhere and that’s fine,
said Ozment.

“I would fully expect
to be dealt with fairly,” he
said of lifeunderincoming
House Speaker Margaret
Anderson Kelliher, DFL-
Minneapolis.

Tingelstad, too, said
it’s possible to achieve

- things in the minority

— she was in the minor-
ity her first term and had
a productive session, she
said.

Plus, Tingelstad has

been a volice of blpartlsan~
ship at the Legislature.

“They’ll (the opposi-
tion) have that in mind
when things take a turn,”
she said.

What is the
morale among House
Republicans?

“I was really down two
days ago,” said Wardlow,
speaking only two days
after the election.

“Now I'm really excit-
ed about the next elec-
tion,”hesaid. Realistically
regaining the majority
will likely take more than
one election, Wardlow
said.

“I'm the only conser-
vative left standing,” said
‘Wardlow, who attributes
his election win in part
to an_endorsement from
Educdtion Minnesota —

.an uncommon thing for a

Republican to get.

Paulsen described his
caucus as experiencing
a degree a “shellshock,”

. but was philosophical

The pendulum swings
in politics and it will -
swing back, he said.

How soon might
House Republicans
regain the majority?

That depends on the
actions of House DFLers,
some suggested.

“T don’t think it (the

‘election) was a mandate

to act belligerent or spend

like crazy,” Vandeveer
said.
T. W. Budig is at.

tim.budig@ecm-inc.com
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notebook .

Welfare waiting period

Tempers flared Monday
when the Minnesota House
debated a welfare waiting

-period for new Minnesofa
residents.

The representatives passed
the bill 94-37 after amending
it to prohibit welfare recipi-
ents from using their elec-
tronic benefit cards to buy
cigarettes and alcohol. The
amendment also requires
recipients to pay transaction
. fees to cover the cost of the
cards.

Several Deriocrats said the
move is. mean-spirited and
pumshes the poor. -

“If we took all the people’
that smoke and drink and
shot them,all, we’d have
some savings, too,” said Rep. -
..Loren Solbetg, DFL-Grand
Rapids.

The bill from Rep. Tom *® .

Emmer, R‘Déelano, would give
60 percent of general assis-
tance to new childless resi-
dents for their first 90 days in ,
the state: After that, they
could get the full benefit — a

maximum of $203 monthly for

single adults, $260 for child-
less couples.

An amendment from Rep. e T

Tony Sertich, DFL-Chisholm,
would allow veterans, the
mentally ill, people with dis-
abilities and displaced home-
makers to get full benefits
immediately.

| Identify theft

The Minnesota Senate
united Monday to approve

- safeguards against identity

theft for consumers and to

.. provide help for victims who
. are trying to clean up their
. records.

The bill, from Sen. Dan @

¢ Sparks, DFL-Austin, would
. allow Minnesotans to put

security freezes on their
credit reports and c¢ontrol

- who gets the information. Tt

passed 65-0.

/ Other provisions include a,

database of innocent victims
of identity theft, accessible to
law enforcement the ability
for consumers to block.por-
tions of credit reports related
to identity theft; and stronger
notification requirements for
business security breaches
that could exposé consumers
to identity theft.

“This crime affects people
of all ages and all areas of
the state,” Sparks said.
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Voter turnout
is already low;

politicians are

wasting effort
'Lawmakers should concentrate on
ways to get more people to the polls

After seeing local voter turnout not even reach
30 percent this fall despite some stellar
St. Cloud-area races, it’s hard to understand why
two state legislators plan to renew their push for
requiring voters to provide government-issued
photo ID cards at the polls.

This would be a definite downer to voter turn-
out.

So mstead of advocatmg for abad solution to
a problem, Republican Reps. Tom Emmerof ¢
Delano and Joe Hoppe of Chaska should find
creative ways to get more people to vote.

" That would certainly be more constituent-
friendly than touting a proposal for what can be
described only as another wedge issue.

Don’t kid yourself. ThlS isa wedge issue in
Minnesota.

As the pair said in announcing their plans Jan.
25, voter fraud is not a pressing concern here.

So why then take up legislators’ time and Min-
nesotans’ tax dollars debating it?

More importantly, the arguments for it are
heavy on symbolism and hunches but somewhat
light on facts.

For example, it's hard to get a clear picture na-
tionwide about voter fraud..

Even the Commission on Federal Electlon

. Reform, which unfortunately supports picture
IDs, acknowledges evidence of fra.ud at the po]ls
is thm :

Proponents, meanwhile, talk up the" plcture ID
as a cure-all for voter fraud. How come? -

The sad reality is that whether it’s voting or
robbing a bank, any person determined to break
the law is going to find a way to do it. A plcture 4
ID will not stop them.

Not to mention that only seven states requlre
photo IDs, so 1ts hard to determine their effec-
tiveness. | »

More importantly, if we don’t know the level
and impact of fraud fiow, how are we supposed
to determine in a few years whether plcture-ID
rules have reduced it?

It’s also worth noting that picture IDs have
virtually no impact on absentee ballots, which
many national electlon experts say are most
prone to fraud. ‘

Given the lack of compelling evidence of a
problem, it makes no sense to implement a new
voter-registration standard that will undoubt-
edly disenfranchise people who don't have a

~ driver’s license — the most commonly accepted

picture ID.

These groups will certam]y mclude the poor,
the elderly and minorities.

According to the Milwaukee Sentinel Journal,
atleast one study done recently in Wisconsin
found that minorities living in urban areas were
much less likely to have a driver’s license, pass-
port or state ID cards. ’

And then, of course, there is the latest Georgia
photo-ID law.

After having one proposal tossed by the courts
because it charged residents $35 for a state-issue
photo ID, the state just adopted a measure that -
requires the photo IDs but makes them free of
charge.

The law also eliminates several forms of identi-
fication accepted at the polls such as Social Secu-
rity cards, birth certificates and utility bills.

Does Minnesota really need — or even want
— to head down a similar path?

Tell your legislators no and urge them to find
ways to get more, not less, people to the polls.




l%

—

By PAT DOYLE
pdoy le startribune.com

STARTRIBUNE OCT 6 '04

A firm that was investigated on al-
legations of Medicaid fraud in Mis-
souri is doing millions of dollars of
business with Minnesota state gov-
ernment, and DFL legislators called
on the Pawlenty administration
Thursday to cancel the contract.

“This company has no place
in_Minnesota,” said Rep. Barbara

oodwin, DFL-Columbia Heights.

- STARTRIBUNE. COM/LOCAL
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Contract on medical rides criticized

® (Critics in both major parties cited problems in other states with
the Missouri transportation firm or service delays in Minnesota.

But the Department of Human
Services defended its reliance on
Medical Transportation Manage-
ment (MTM) of St. Louis as a suc-
cessful cost-saving measure.

The firm arranges transportation
for poor. people on nonemergency
trips from nursing homes to doc-
tor’s offices and pharmacies.

“We aggressively monitor this

‘contract every day,” said Cal Lude-

man, acting Human Services com-
missioner. “We think we’ve done the

N8

right thing, done it the right way.”

But at least one Republican op-
poses the contract, and said. deci-
sions on whether to continue with
the firm should no longer be left up
to the department.

_“I think we need to snap some bu-
reaucrats right in the rear end and
make them stand up and take no-

\pee’,/s!:;d Rep Tom Emmer, R-Del-
ano.

Another Repubhcan, who sup-
ports the concept of the state con-
tracting out nursing home transpor-
tation to a private company, said he
is troubled by complaints about long

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6,2006 - SECTION B
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waits for rides. : '
°¥ feel really bad about it,” said
ep. Duke Powell, R-Burnsville.
- Lois Glasgow, a nurse who runs a

_group home, on Thursday described

her difficulty arranging a ride for a
client earlier this week. “I was on the
phone for an hour,” she said.

She said that when she didn’t have
to work through a broker, she could
set up aride in 30 seconds.

Ludeman said such complaints
are relatively unusual.

Some crltlcs want contract to be Canceled

< COMPANY FR&M BL /

Atissue is the performance of MTM, a
broker that pays transportation vendors
to provide the rides.

The state has paid $19 million for the
services over two years. Most of the mon-
ey went to the vendors, but MTM got $2.8
million for its administrative role, accord-
ing to Human Services.

Minnesota began contracting with the
broker in the summer of 2004 in an effort
to reduce the expense of medical trans-
portation. Previously the department
paid vendors directly. The state expand-
ed the company’s contract this year.

Last year the company agreed to pay
Missouri $2.4 million to end an attorney
general’s investigation there into allega-
tions of antitrust violations and Medic-

-aid fraud. The attorney general had al-

T —

leged that the company billed at higher

- rates than were justified and in one case
.charged the state for three trips suppos--

edly taken by a person who had died days
before.

Missouri Gov. Matt Blunt said the set-
tlement was inadequate, adding, “By bilk-
ing the system MTM hurt low-income
Missourians.”

In a statement Thursday, Alaina Ma-
cia, president and CEO of MTM, said,
“There were no findings of any fault or
any violations of law” by the company in
Missouri.

Macia said that in Minnesota the firm
has increased rides for nursing home res-
idents and reduced state costs.

Powell defended the use of a broker to
arrange rides, saying that there were al-
legations of fraudulent billing when ven-

dors dealt directly with the state and that

the department was unable to contam
costs.

Goodwin anc\}e{ Ron Latz, DFI.?St.
Louis Park, said the firm also has -had
problems in Pennsylvania and Ohio that
resulted in cancellations of contracts. ™

They were joined at a news conference
Thursday by vendors complaining abotit
being shortchanged by MTM, as well as
criticism from medical workers and a pa-
tient who complained about growing de-
lays for getting rides. o

Ludeman said the state has received 60
complaints for every 5400 to 5800 trips
per month, which he said was a good per-
formance. \ s

Pat Doyle » 651-222-1210

Company continues: State bégan us-
ing the company in 200¢. B7 »
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A voter identification
bill a lJawmaker styled as
nonpartisan divided a
House committee March
15 and sparked a charge
of racism in a hallway
confrontation.

Rep.  Tom Emrﬁer,

R-Delano, took his bill,
which requires voters to
provide proof of citizen-
ship when registering to
vote and registered voters
to show a photo ID when
voting, to the House
Civil Law -and Elections
Committee.

Democracy is in dan-
ger when voters don’t
trust the election process,
Emmer said.

That was exactly the
case, he said.

Several peopie testified

on behalf of Emmer’s

bill.

Mike, McCarthy, of
the Secretary of State’s
Office, said the legisla-
tion addressed issues that
voters have expressed
concerns about to the
Secretary of  State’s
Office. )

Secretary ~of State
Mary Kiffmeyer supports
the use of photo IDs at
the polls.

Diana Bradley said
that the provision requir-
ing proof of citizenship
wasn’t overly stringent
— birth certificates, pass-
ports or naturalization
ipapers could be used
under the bill to establish
citizenship.

Early immigrants to
Minnesota took such
pride in their citizenship
that they knew exactly
where their naturaliza-
tion certificate were, she
said.

“We're talking about
the integrity of voting
booth,” Bradley said.

But a longer list of
critics appeared before
the committee than bill
supporters.

Cindy Reichert, direc-
tor of elections for the
city of Minneapolis, said
her staff helped some
1,200 nursing home resi-
dents to vote and believes
the majority of these resi-
dents would have been
unable to under the leg-
islation.

Nursing home resi-
dents are encouraged not
to bring important docu-
ments to nursing home,
she said.

Rev. Randolph Staten
of the Coalition of Black
Churches said the bill was
unneeded and immoral.

Voter fraud is not a
problem in Minnesota,
Stanton and other bill
critics charged.

Following the hear-
ing, - Staten confronted
Emmer in the State Office
Building hallway, saying
the impact of Emmer’s
legislation was “absolute-
ly racist.”

- “You’re spitting on the
graves of my ancestors
with that kind of junk,”
said Staten.

¢ Rep. Keith Ellison,
DFL-Minneapolis, said
“this is voter suppression,
pure and simple.”

- Ellison, a black law-
maker, is a member of
the House Civil Law and
Elections Committee.

He depicted Emmer’s
bill as wedge-issue leg-
islation  pushed by
Republican leaders in

<t over identification
T o ) 3 voters at the pOIIS'
ApvEsor 62/55//1/9 Servce
10 .25844 XW By T.W. BUDIG at the
4 = e Capitol Repprter_ ca.pltol

‘Washington.

Emmer called Ellison’s
comments unfortunate.
He introduced the bill

months Emmer

said. .

“I'm not going to say
we have rampant voter
fraud in Minnesota — we
don’t,” he said.

But he now believes
voter fraud in Minnesota
is more ‘common than
when he first introduced
the bill, said Emmer.

Bill opponents were
overdramatizing the
impact of the bill, Emmer
said.

The bill passed the
committee on a partisan
vote, but not without
controversy.

Rep. Chris

¢ DelaForest, R-Andover,
committee vice chair-
man, recessed the com-
mittee for five minutes
before taking the vote

ago,

- because one Republican

lawmaker was absent.

Democrats charged
that recessing a commit-
tee in order to gain the
vote of a missing law-
maker is highly unusual.

Ellison called it a
“cynical move.”

Emmer’s legislation
now goes to the House
floor for a possible vote.

Emmer would not pre-
dict that it would pass,
but he hoped so.

~ Currently, voters are
not required to show
photo IDs and can reg-
ister using a number of
different methods.

T.W. Budig is at:
tim.budig@ecm-inc.com
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By T.W. BUDIG
Capitol Reporter

A state lawmaker wants pre-
senting a form of photo ID part
of voting.

¢  Rep. Tom Emmer, R Delano

~said the photo ID legislation he
wants to become law is “proac-
tive” in nature.

“We’re not going to wait’

until we have a problem (with
voting),” said Emmer.

As proposed, voters would
need to show election judges
a form of photo ID — federal,

~ state, tribal — before casting
a vote.

" Someone without a photo
ID would be reqmr)‘_ to sign
an affidavit affirming they are
the person listed on the voting
register.

" Those who refuse to sign
would not be allowed to vote.

Some seven states — Florida,.
Georgia, . Hawaii, Indiana,

Louisjana, South Carolina and
South Dakota' — require a
photo ID to vote, according to
Emmer.

“This is not going to exclude;
this is going to include,” said

Emmer of the proposal.

Currently in Minnesota a
voter can simply sign their name

. next to the printed name on the

voter’s list and cast a ballot.

People seeking to register on
election day can use a driver’s
license or other forms of ID. If
the form has an old address, a

- utility bill can be used to help
_establish residency.

A registered voter in the pre-
cinct can also vouch for the
person — vouch for up to 15
others.

Beth Fraser, public policy
director for Minnesota Alliance
for Progressive Action, rejects
the photo ID initiative.

“You have a right to vote,”
she said.

. The proposed legislation is

needless, Fraser said.

e Sen. John Hottinger, DFL-St.
Peter, a member of the Senate
Elections Committee, said the

‘photo ID initiative would serve

to suppress voter turnout.

And it’s needless, he said.
“Minnesota has not had a prob-
lem with voter fraud,” = said

U N &Jl%fﬁﬁ.

Emmer ol 1oto identification votlng_pfopoéavl
gains opponentsbut Kiffmeyer’s support

66

ThlS is not gomg to exclude this is going
to include.
— Rep. Tom Emmer

99

ECM photo by T.W. Budig

Rep. Tom Emmer R-Delano, is proposing photo IDs be required
for voting.

Hottinger. _

The proposed legislation
would place hardships on seniors
and college students, he, said.
Hottinger found it ironic that at
a time when the United States
was trying to foster democracy
across the earth the Minnesota
Legislature was being asked to
restrict voting access.

Secretary of State Mary
Kiffmeyer supports the idea of
requiring a photo ID to vote.

The most common complaiht

‘her office receives comes from

voters upset that a photo ID is

not currently required in the
state, said Kiffmeyer.

Voter fraud occurs more fre-
quently than opponents of the
photo ID initiative admit, she
said.

Kiffmeyer called the photo
ID. proposal “common sense.”

Lawmakers had come close
to passing a provision in the
past, she said.

“This could be the year, sa1d
Kiffmeyer.

T.W. Budig is at:
tim.budig @ ecm-inc.com
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New limits in ‘newborn genetic testing’ are urged

& Coon Raplds couple back proposed legislation

by T.W. Budig *
ECM capitol reporter

A Coon Rapids couple
appeared at the Capitol Feb. 13
to support tighter restrictions on
“newb genetic testing.”

Bob and Carla Taepke of
Coon Rapids support legisla-

tion sponsored by, Reps, Mary ¢ out” of newborn screening alto- -

Liz Holbe?g R-Lakeville, -and

Tom Emmer, R-Delano, that
would have parents ‘opt-in” for
newbom screenmg rather than
“opt-out.”

About 70,500 Minnesota
newborns each year are screened
for more than 50 health risks by
the Minnesota Department of
Health — cards with newborn

" blood samples brighten shelves

in. a health depanment labora-

tory.

Newborn screenmg has been
carried out since 1965.

The first tésting. was - for
phenyketonuria, or PKU, a
metabolism disorder linked
with mental retardation.

Each week two or three
babies are detected as facing
health risks by the health depart-
ment lab.

The lab tests for early onset
diseases or conditions — it does
not test for long-term genetrc
problems.

-Parents currently can “opt-

AT A GLANCE

A Coon Rapids couple
are backing state legisla-
tion that would place new
limits on “newborn genet-
ic testing.” -

gether or agree to the screen-
ing on condition the baby’s tis-
sue/blood samples be destroyed
after two years.

But Bob Taepke and other
parents at the press conference
charged that hospital staff never
informed them of their rights
under state law regarding new-
born screening.

“There’s a problem with the
administration of the law,” said
Bob Taepke. '

“Frankly, I believe it’s being
disregarded.”

Although their daughter’s
second birthday is five weeks
away — theoretically, the date
her tissue/blood samples -will
be destroyed — the Taepkes are
worried that won’t happen.

“How do we know they will
be destroyed,” he said.

Holberg has heard “over and
over and over”
of newborns that they did not
know about their rights under
state law, she said.

from parents

The field of genetics is
advancing so rapidly, Holberg
said, that it’s hard for lawmakers
to keep up with the advances.

“We’re not ahead of the curve
by any means,” she said.

There is a need for caution,
Holberg said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Health Lynda Boudreau said that
if it’s determined more training
of ho£ita] staff on the state law
regarding newborn screening is
needed, it will be carried out.

But Botidreau was concerned
thatan “opt-in” approach to new-
born screening — the need for

‘.paperwork that it could engen-
der — could result in fewer
newborns being screened.

“It’s just very, very impor-
tant,” said Boudreau of newborn
screening.

Since the current law went
into effect in July 2003, only
10 parents have opted-out of
the screening program while
five have-requested their new-
borns’ blood/tissue samples
be destroyed after two years,
according to'Boudreau.

She believes these parents’
wishes will faithfully be car-
ried, Boudreau said.

“It’s something we’re obli-.

gated to do,” she said.
Boudreau is a former, conser-

vative member of the Minnesota

i

Bob Taepke of Coon Rapids spoke at'a Capitol press conference in favor of legislation
aimed at tightening state law pertaining to newborn screening. Taepke is flanked by
the two local House members pushing the bill in the House: Rep. Mary Liz Holberg,
R-Lakeville, and Rep. Tom Emmer; R-Delano.

House.
She is currently trying to

determine just- how long the:

newborn screening bio-sam-
ples will be kept by the health

‘department.

“I think it’s really 1ndef1—_’

nitely,” said Boudreau of the
\private-data.

Twila Brase, president of the
conservative health care policy
s.organization Citizens’ Council
on Health Care, said parents

need to know the testirlg being
done by the health department
is genetic testing.

“Every parent needs the right
to say ‘no’ to government genet-

- ic testing,” she said.
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tate board dismisses

complaint on Dittrich

B Property ownership near commuter rail the issue

by T.W. Budig . .
ECM capitol reporter

A complaint filed’ againbst

Rep. Denise Dittrich, DFL- @

Champlin, by two Republican
lawmakers has been dismissed
by the Campaign Finance and
Public Disclosure Board.

In a statement, Dittrich, a
first-term lawmaker, said the
dismissal was expected.

“Constituents in my dis-
trict are fed up with political

- AT A GLANCE

" The Minnesota
Campaign Finance and
Public Disclosure Board
has dismissed a com-
plaint against Rep. Denise
Dittrich over property
ownership near the pro-
posed commuter rail line
and her vote on the state
bonding bill. -

Rep. Kurt Zellers, R-Maple

bickering and mudslinging,” ® Grove, and Rep. Tom Emmer,

said Dittrich. v

“I hope my political oppo-
nents respect this ruling and
join me in discussing educa-
tion, health care and trans-
portation — the real issues
that deserve our attention,
she said.

The board made ;Lhe deci-

sion-to dismiss the complaint .

against Dittrich at its Sept. 15
meeting.

2

R-Delano, filed the complaint
earlier this fall after media
reports appeared concerning
the ownership of property in
Minneapoliszand Dittrich’s
votes on Northstar Commuter
Rail funding.

The two Republicans sug-
gested Dittrich could have
personally benefited finan-
cially by ‘her Northstar ‘votes
as the proposed line runs

A\

by a property in downtown
Minneapolis in which Dittrich
has a financial interest.

But Dittrich said the prop-
erty was in her husband’s
name, that he had a relatively
small financial interest in it

. and that the precedent for

a property owner voting for
Northstar had already been
set.

Dittrich said she hadnt

even needed to disclose. the

* property at 333 N. Washington

Ave. in Minneapolis on her
financial disclosure form, but
did so as “a trail of why” she
abstained voting on the Twins

‘ballpark bill.

Dittrich voted . fdr the
bonding bill last session

“which contained $60 million
.in Northstar funding.

. Dittrich’s House district

includes a portion of Coon

Rapids. ‘
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Ethlcs panel clears Dittrich,
drops Entenza complaint
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® The state campaign ethics board cleared Rep. Denise Dittrich
of charges brought by Republicans and said a complaint against

former House DFL Leader Matt Entenza has become moot.

STAR TRIBUNE . SEP S%mlguﬂe .

By PAT DOYLE * pdoyle@

The Minnesota campaign ethics
board said Tuesday that it need not
determine whether former House
DFL Leadex Matt Entenza was re-
quired to disclose the $40,000 cost
of his investigation into Attorney
General Mike Hatch and other pol-

. iticians.

In another ruhng, the ethics -

board dismissed a Republican com-
plaint against-a DFL legislator who
pushed for the Northstar commut-
er line.

\My}e board sa_ud Rep. Denise
ttrich, DFL-Champlin, had no fi-.
nancial interest in downtown Min-"

neapolis land where a station coulc.

I

be built even though her husband be-
longed to a limited partnership that
had an interest in the parcel. .
In July, state Republican ‘chair-
man Ron Carey accused Entenza of
breaking ethics laws
by failing to report the
cost as a campaign ex-
pense on his January
report to the board.
But the panel said
the merits of the case
became moot when Dittrich
Entenza amended his
report in September to include the

expense.

Ethics continues: GOP h4d alleged
interest conflict by Dittrick. B4 »

—

Campa.lgn ethics panel clears Dlttrlch

< ETHICS Fnd\M 31/
N—"

“The expenditures that are
the subject of this complaint
have now been reported as
campaign expenditures,” the

Northstar legislation and vot-

ed for the commuter rail line -

in 2005. She issued a statement
Tuesday suggesting that the ac-

- V%tsations by Carey and Reps.

urt Zellers, R-Maple Grove,

board said in dismissing the \arfd Tom Emmer, R-Delano,

complaint. “Therefore, it is not
necessary for the board to de-
cide whether [state law] re-
quired such reporting.” !
Republicans had accused
Dittrich of violating state dis-
| closure laws for public offi-
cials by failing to report her
_ husband’s interest in the 1-acre

lected for a station platform.

But the board ruled that be-
cause Dittrich’s husband be-
came involved in the partner-
ship before their marriage she
did not have to report his in-
terest.

- Dittrich sponsored

parking lot on or near land se-

amounted to “political bicker-

ing and mud-slinging.”

" The call last month for the
investigation came as Repub-
licans eyed Dittrich’s seat as
among 15 to 18 held by DFLers
they consider vulnerable in the
November elections.

The complaint against
Entenza came after the Star
Tribune reported in July that

he had hired a Chicago re-

search firm to conduct a probe
of public records on Hatch in
2005, when Entenza was con-
sidering a bid for attorney gen-
eral.

Entenza won DFL endorse-

ment in June to run for the of-
fice, but withdrew under pres-
sure to disclose more informa-

.tion about the cost of his inves-

tigation.

Entenza’s campaign attor-
ney Alan Weinblatt argued
Tuesday that the findings of
the campaign finance board
“vindicated” the former House
minority leader.

When it amended the report
in September, Entenza’s camp
insisted it didn’t need to do so
because the Chicago firm was
paid several months before he
became a candidate for attor-
ney general.

Carey countered that the
amended report “seems almost
an admission that he knows he
violated the law and is hoping
to ask for leniency.”

Pat Doyle 651-222-1210



GOP up-and-comers named
to House leadershlp posts

STAR TRIBUNE NOV 24 06

Two junior House Repub-
licans were named to caucus
leadership positions Wednes-
day by newly elected Minori-
ty Leader Marty Seifert.

Rep. Tom Emmer of Dela-
no, elected to a
second term this
month, will be the
deputy minority

ny McNamara,
R of Hastings, will
Marty ,/ start his third

Siefert ~ term in January
as minority whip.

Seifert, R-Marshall, beat
Emmer and two other GOP leg-

islators for the minority leader’s
post 11 days after the Nov. 7 elec-
tion, which turned a 68-member
GOP House majority into a 49-
member minority. In a news re-
lease, Seifert praised the “leader-

ship skills, business and legalex-

leader. Rep. Den--

perience” of both nominees.
Emmer, a-lawyer, drew at-
tention during his freshman
term for sponsoring contro-
versial measures to require
castration of some- sex of-
fenders and picture identifi-
cation for voters. Neither be-
came law. McNamara, a land-
scape contractor, has success-
fully backed state investments
in the Northstar commuter rail
project and a new University of
Minnesota football stadium.
CONRAD DeFIEBRE
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at health care fraud
Lawmakers speak after public hearing

BY JEREMY OLSON
Pioneer Press

PRNEERERESSSEF 25 DA

tougher on people who fraudu-
lently obtain public health
benefits and other state assis-
tance, a group of Republican
lawmakers said Wednesday.

As the costs of public pro-
grams such as Medical Assis-
tance have skyrocketed in
recent years, “the tolerance
level for fraud in the public ...

gone down,” said Rep.
att Dean, R-Dellwood.

Dean and three other
Republican lawmakers spoke
after a two-hour public hear-
ing in which state and county
fraud investigators detailed
how some people either mis-
takenly or intentionally abuse
the state’s public assistance
programs.

They recommended 13
reforms, including tougher
sentences for people who dis-
tribute false identification
cards and for those who use
those cards to obtain benefits.
They also wanted a require-
ment that people apply in per-
son for public health pro-
grams, to deter applicants
from lying on their applica-
tions or prevent them from
making innocent mistakes.

The most common abuses
occur when people lie about
their income, assets, or family
or spousal situations, said Tim
DesMarais, an investigator
with the Stearns County Sher-
iff’s Department. He also said
during the hearing that some
illegal immigrants are able to
obtain low-income benefits
using their real names,
because they used false names
to earn jobs and paychecks.

The state does provide lim-
ited health benefits to undocu-
mented women who are preg-
nant. The exact number of
illegal immigrants receiving
improper benefits is unclear.

There were roughly 8,000
administrative reviews last
year of irregularities in public

‘need them,” he said.
ep. Barbara

benefits, and 45 percent
exposed fraud, said Ramona
Scarpace of the state’s Depart-
ment of Human Services. In
addition, there were more
than 2,200 criminal investiga-
tions, and 60 percent proved
that people had received bene-
fits illegally.

The state collected more
than $2 million last year from
people who received improper
benefits by diverting money
they were supposed to receive
through federal programs or
tax returns, Scarpace said at -
the hearing. The collections
program has netted $19.7 mil-
lion since it was started, she
added.

Lawmakers intend to raise
their suggestions in the next
legislative session.

None of the Republican
lawmakers called for
increased state spending,
though they noted the invest-
ment might pay for itself.
Scarpace reported that every
$1 spent on administrative
reviews of fraud brings $5
back tothe state.

ep. Tom Emmer, R-
Delano, said the state needs to
place a higher priority on elim-
inating fraud. He was frustrat-
ed to learn that efforts to mon-
itor abuses in the state’s
MinnesotaCare program have
been slowed by hiring prob-
lems.

“We need to protect these
benefits for those who truly

Goodwin,
DFL-Columbia Heights, said
people needing public assis-
tance are already reluctant
because of the negative percep-
tion that they are somehow
cheating the system. She said
the state should focus more on
the providers of health care,
welfare and day-care services
who have opportunities to bilk
far more money from the state.

“We’re not really address-
ing the people that get the
most money out of the taxpay-
ers on this,” she said.
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Seifert to lead House GOP

BY PATRICK SWEENEY
PIONEERPRESS oV 119 ‘06
‘ \@te Rep. Marty Seifert, a

self-described “mainstream con-

servative” from Marshall, was
elected Saturday as. leader of
the Minnesota House Republi-
cans, who cascaded into the
minority after the election. -
Seifert, an administrator at
Southwest . Minnesota State
University, was elected minori-
ty leader on the third ballot by
House Republicans meeting in
E . He defeated Rep. Erik
’l/fgﬁs%n, of Eden Prairie, the
current second-ranking leader
in the Republican caucus, and

ngo other candidates: Rep. -

teve Smith, of Mound, and

p: Tom Emmer of Delano.’
\/House Speaker Steve Svig-
who has led the House
Repubhcans — first as minori-
ty leader and then as speaker

&

.Clements,

— since 1993 d1d not seek a
leadership post.

In 2004, House Republicans
lost 13 seats to Democrats. This
year, they lost 19 more. -

Democrats now outnumber
Republicans 85-49 in the House.

Seifert, 34, grew up on a
grain and hog farm near
Minn.,, graduated
from Southwest Minnesota
State, taught high school social

-studies in Marshall and was
elected to the House in 1996. In .

1999, he went to work in the
adrissions
Southwest Minnesota State.

He said he will fake a leave
from that job while he is minor-
ity leader. ‘

“Obviously, it’s a new face, .

it’s a fresh start,” Selfert said of
his election.
In his decade in the House,

‘Seifert demonstrated a talent
for partisan- floor debate and

‘minutes

department - of

an eagerness to defend the -
Republican policy agenda.

~ In 2005, he single-handedly

conducted a rare House fili-

buster, speaking on a variety of

inconsequential subjects for 30

while Republican

leaders failed to change votes

to defeat a gas tax increase. |
Republican Gov. Tim Pawlenty -

‘ eventually vetoed the increase. -

In a news conference, Seifert
dicted Sen. Larry Pogemiller,
of Minneapolis, the new DFL

" majority leader in the Senate,

and Pawlenty would soon clash
on tax and budget issues.

“The honeymoon between
the governor and Larry
Pogemiller will make Britney
Spears’ first marriage look like
a long-term - relationship,”
Seifert said. He was referring .
to the pop singer’s two-day

- marriage, later annulled, to a

childhood friend.




\/Seifert

House

GOP picks
Seifertas
new leader

®Rep. Marty Seifert of Marshall
pledged to stand with Gov.
Pawlenty and to work with the -
DFL “where it’s appropriate.”

TR N0l 19 06

sschmickle@startribune.com

* Rep. Marty Seifert of Marshall won
a four-way competition on Saturday
to lead the Republicans in the Min-
nesota House of Representatives —
marking, he said, a fresh start for
the. caucus, which lost control of the
chamber in this month’s elections.

. After the'GOP saw its 68-66 major-
ity give way to an 85-49 DFL advan-
tage for the 2007 legisla-
tive session, the remain-

engaged in hours of in-
tense soul-searching be-
fore Seifert won unani-
mously on the fourth
ballot.

Seifert described the
dynamic that led to his
selection as “fairly somber.” The cau-
cus saw the decision as an act of re-
vival, he said, and it vowed to play a

larger role than simply being naysay-

ers to the DFL agenda.

“We matter in Minnesota; we are
going to stand together as a caucus
and a team with our governor ” he
said.

House continues: Selfertl entiftes ay'.

Related: House DFLers Havee
assistant leaders from suburban and
Tural dlstncts B9

ing House Republicans

Hou;g Repubhcans pick Seitert asleader

< HOUSE FRQM Bl

Rather than looking back at

. reasons for the losses, Seifert

outlined an agenda he plans

" to drive: “balance the budget
' without raising taxes...
i tion accountability while at the
~ same time funding [schools] to

educa-

their needs ... health care re-
form.”
The DFL majorities have

chosen two Minneapolis leg-

islators as House and Senate °

leaders, . Margaret An-
derson\Kelliher and Sen. Lar-
ry emiller, respective-
ly. The message DFLers have
sent, Seifert said, “was that the
inner city and the Iron Range
run the place.”

While pledging to cooper-
ate with the DFL “where it’s
appropriate,” Seifert also said,
“We are going to show the
people of Minnesota the sub-
urbs are more than just an in-
stant cash machine for Larry
Pogemiller’s pork projects ...
that we have some responsible
alternatives.”

Kelliher congratulated
Seifert on his election Saturday
and said in a statement, “We
sincerely hope the new minor-
ity leader and his caucus will
join us in focusing on the core

- issues facing our state: health

care costs, education needs
and rising property taxes.”

(, ©

Seifert called her a funda-
mentally decent person “who
will preside over the body
with grace” but remain “very
liberal”

‘A mainstream conservative’
Seifert, 34, a university ad-
missions counselor, had served
as the majority whip in the
GOP-controlled House. On
Saturday he called himself “a
mainstream conservative” and
said he plans to bring “excite-

ment on the floor in terms of

strategy.”

The new GOP leader has
reached across the aisle on
many bills. For example, he
sponsored a measure this year
to prohibit demonstrators from
disrupting funerals. A final ver-
sion passed with overwhelm-
ing bipartisan support.

But Seifert also stands out as
an occasional maverick. Mea-
sures that he has pushed in-
clude: denying dessert to pris-

on inmates; prohlbltmg school
students from reatmg the
Pledge of Allegiance in Span-
ish or any language other than
English; reducing benefits for
welfare recipients who smoke
cigarettes, and making funding
for Minnesota Public Radio .
contingent upon MPR’s pub-
lishing the top salaries it pays.

In the same spirit, Seifert
punctuated his pledge to work
with DFLers by adding that
“the honeymoon between the
governor and Larry Pogemiller
will make Britney Spears’ first
marriage look like a long-term
relationship.” (The pop star’s
marriage in 2004 was annulled
after two days.)

The other contenders for
the GOPR. House leadership
werd Efik Paulsen of Eden Prai-
rie, the current House majority
leader‘-S‘t/e Smith of Mound,
and Tom Emmer of Delano.

ouse Speaker Steve
iggum of Kenyon, who had
led the caucus since 1993, did
not seek the post. He has been
speaker since 1999.

This month, Senate Repub-
licans picked David Senjem of
Rochester as the leader of their
caucus.

Sharon Schmickle » 612-673-4432
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Rep. Keith Ellison, ( now Congressman-elect,) topped the list with 135 points, followed by Rep. Karen Clark
with 90 points, Rep. Neva Walker with 75 points, Rep. Jim Davnie with 70 points and state Senator Linda
Higgins with 50 points.

Five Republican legislators received minus 20 or fewer points for authoring or co-authoring legislations deemed
to further deteriorate life for people of color. State Sen. Betsy Wergin led the way with minus 40 points,
followed by state Sen. Michele Bachmann, (now Congresswoman-elect), Rep. Tom Emmer, Rep. Steve Smith
and Rep. Jim Knoblach, all with minus 20 points.

Legislators elected from districts with a majority of people of color showed a strong commitment to racial
equity and social justice issues, the report said.

“The report shouldn’t be a partisan issue,” said Javier Morillo-Alicea, president of SEIU Local 26, the union
representing more than 5,000 janitors and other workers dominated by communities of color. “But it should be
seen as a new bar for action.”

Asked why OAP didn’t release this report before last week’s election, Toney said they didn’t want to influence
voters. “But we also want to give legislators a fresh opportunity to correct their course of action right after they

were reelected,” he said.
He promised that his organization will issue a similar report annually.
submitted: November 15, 2006 - 11:10am

There are no comments on this story. Be the first to leave a comment.
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Pawlenty, Legislature get low marks on racial equity issues

Gov. Tim Pawlenty
By Abdirahman Aynte , Special to the Daily Planet

Minnesota leads the nation in health care and quality of life, but not in racial equity for communities of color,
according to a new Minnesota Legislative Report Card.

The report, compiled by the nonprofit Organizing Apprenticeship Project (OAP), covers the 2005-2006
biennium. Legislators and the governor were assessed for their efforts in closing the gap between whites and
people of color in areas like education, housing and health care, all the while strengthening Indian tribal

sovereignty.

Governor Tim Pawlenty received a grade of C-minus, while the Legislature received a failing grade.

That’s because only seven out of the 22 minority-friendly bills considered for the report passed. And the
governor vetoed three out of the ten bills put forward to him. One of them is a bill that would have allowed
employment opportunities for convicted felons of color, according to the OAP. He also planned to veto the
Minnesota Dream Act, which would allow children of illegal immigrants to pay in-state tuition.

“This reflects a poor performance by our elected officials,” said the report’s author, Jermaine Toney, a policy
analyst and researcher with OAP. “It’s a missed opportunity.”

Toney said despite the “unprecedented growth in communities of color,” policies conducive to them haven’t
been adopted fast enough. Therefore, inequality between whites and communities of color in Minnesota is “stark
in some cases,” and “among the worst in the nation.”

OAP blamed the poor response by the governor and Legislature on “institutional racism.” One of the bills would
have allowed local government agencies to inquire about immigration status for immigrants of color. Another
one would have raised the housing fee for welfare recipients from $50 a month to $200 a month.

Individual legislators received 20 points for each minority-friendly bill they chief-authored and five points for
co-authoring such a bill. They were also marked down 20 points if they chief-authored a bill seen to widen the
racial inequality gap, and five points if they co-authored such a bill.

Five legislators, all Democrats, were branded “champions” in authoring bills designed to address racial equality.

1 of2 11/20/2006 4:51 PM
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ouﬁle appears at capltol to support
tighter restrictions on genetic testlng

By T.W. BUDIG
Capitol Reporter.

‘A Coon Rapids couple
appeared at the Capitol Feb. 13
to support tighter restrictions on
“newborn genetic testing.”

Bob and Carla Taepke of
Coon Rapids -support legisla-

tion sponsored by Reps. Mary.

Liz Holberg, R-Lakeville, and
Tom Emmer, R-Delano, that
would have parents “opt-in” for
_ newborn screening rather than
“opt-out.”

About 70,500 - Minnesota
" newborns each year are screened
for more than 50 health risks by
the Minnesota Department of
Health — cards with newborn
blood samples brighten shelves
in a health department labora-
tory.

Newborn screening has been
carried out since 1965.

The first testing was for
phenyketonuria, or PKU, a
metabolism disorder linked
with mental retardation.

BEach week two or three
babies are detected as facing
. health risks by the health depart-
ment lab.

The lab tests for early onset
diseases or conditions — it does
not. test for long-term genetic
problems.

Parents currently can “opt-
out” of newborn screening alto-
gether or agree to the screen-
ing on condition the baby’s tis-
sue/blood samples be destroyed
after two years.

But Bob Taepke and other

AT Tihe

parents at the press conference
charged that hospital staff never
informed them of their rights
under state law regarding new-
born screening.

“There’s a problem with the
administration of the law,” said
Bob Taepke. -

“Frankly, I believe it’s bemg
disregarded.”

Although their daughter’s

second birthday is-five weeks

away — theoretically, the date
her tissue/blood- samples will
be destroyed — the Taepkes are
worried that won’t happen.

“How do we know they will
be destroyed,” he said.

Holberg has heard “over and
over and over” from parents
of newborns that they did not
know about their rights under
state law, she said.

The field of genetics is
advancing so rapidly, Holberg
said, that it’s hard for lawmakers
to keep up with the advances.

“We’re not ahead of the curve
by any means,” she said.

There is a need for caution,
Holberg said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Health Lynda Boudreau said
that if it’s determined more
training of hospital staff on the
state law regarding newborn
screening is needed, it will be
carried out.

But Boudreau was concerned
thatan “opt-in” approach to new-

_born screening — the need for

paperwork that it could engen-
der — could result in fewer

@aﬁ:ﬁ;@ Atcemit

newborns being screened.

“It’s just very, very impor-
tant,” said Boudreau of newborn
screening. '

Since the current law went
into effect in July 2003, only
10 parents have opted-out of
the screening program while
five have requested their new-
borns’ blood/tissue samples -
be destroyed after two years,
according to Boudreau.

She believes these parents’
wishes will faithfully be car-
ried, Boudreau said.

“It’s something we’re obli-
gated to do,” she said.

Boudreau is a former, conser-
vative member of the Minnesota
House.

She is currently trying to
determine just how long the
newborn screening bio-sam-

_ ples will be kept by the health

department.

“I think it’s really indefi-
nitely,” said Boudreau of the
private data.

Twila Brase, president of the
conservative health care policy
organization Citizens’ Council
on Health Care, said parents
need to know the testing being
done by the health department
is genetic testing. ‘

“Every parent needs the right
to say ‘no’ to government genet-
ic testing,” she said.

Tim Budig is at:
tim.budig @ ecm-inc.com .
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EDITORIAL

\/’ ™)
- Caring for |Ilegals

« Ahill proposed in the house this week by Rep. Fran

Bradley, R-Rochester, challenges our ability — not as
only U.S. citizens, but as human beings — to care for
our neighbors in some of their most serious times of
need. Bradley proposed this week that county human
services employees be required to turn in unauthorized
aliens if they apply for subsidized health care. Under
current policy, Bradley said, those employees can’t
report an illegal immigrant unless they have that per-
son’s written permission.
| Bradley’s proposal comes as the debate about illegal
immigrants heats up across this country — a debate
that is likely to have political ramifications for the
upcoming election as well as elections for years to
come. It is a complex debate that continues to grow
even more complex locally, statewide and nationally.
|  Noone is suggesting that we hand out free healthcare
at the borders and then bill the taxpayer. Indeed, state
law currently doesn’t cover health care for illegal immi-
grants except in emergencies and for pregnancy, labor,
delivery and postpartum care. Bradley’s bill wouldn’t
change that — though another proposal, made by Rep.
*Tom Emmer, R-Delano, would cut off prenatal and
postpartum care for unauthorized immigrants.

" Bradley’ proposal would not refuse care to illegal
immigrants, but simply require county employees to turn
the illegals in. The result, however, may be the same as if

-care were refused because illegals who fear they may be
turned in may not seek needed medical help.

Mind you, we do not believe in a blanket amnesty
for immigrants who are here illegally because of the
simple fact that they have broken the law by entering
this country in the way they have. We do, however,
need to care for people in times of need — regardless
of where they were born or what they do for a living.

The parable of the Good Samaritan comes to mind
— a parable about a man who came to the aid of
another even though that other person was a much-
hated foreigner..In the story, what was of tantamount
importance was not who the person was or what his
nationality was, but that he was a man in need of help.
There is a lesson there that we shouldn’t forget.

Similar to a House decision that has already sug-
gested that police help federal authorities by reporting
illegal immigrants, Mr. Bradley’s bill continues to push

the immigrants to the dark shadows of our society. Not

only would entire neighborhoods stop calling the
police when crimes occur for fear that they’d be deport-
ed, now these same immigrants — legal or not — may.
refuse medical care for fear that they or their neighbors
would be itivestigated by immigration authorities.

We understand that Rep. Bradley is searching for a

"“solution to the much-debated topic of i unrmgrahon
| but we don’t think he’s found a remedy in ignoring
| immigrants when they need our help the most.

Owatonna People s Press editorials are the oﬁinion

| of the Press editorial board, which consists of Editor

| and Publisher Ron Ensley, Managing Editor Jeffrey

| Jackson and News Editor James Anderson. Other edi-
| torials, letters and cartoons appearing on this page

| are the opinions of the authors, and not necessar- |
| ily the People’s Press.
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Bill allows pharmé{cists
not to fill prescrlptlons

By Don Davis

Pioneer Capitol Reporter
ST. PAUL — Pharmacists

should not be required to dis--

. pense medicine such as birth

control pills if they feel it would ™ §

violate their ethics, religion or
morals, Michael Barrett says.

A Minnesota House cominit-
tee agreed Wednesday, sending
a bill giving pharmacists the

right to say no to the full House.*

. Pharmacists testified that
there are very few times when

one of them cannot to fill a pre-

scription in good conscience,
but Barrett said the law change
is important.

“Besides my education, I find
my morals and ethics the most

important things I bring to my. B8

job,” Barrett said.
Barrett, a Long Prairie Memor-
ial Hospltal pharmacist and

Republican candidate for the |

7th Congressional District seat,
told the Minnesota House
Health Policy and Finance Com-
mittee that the bill he wrote bal-
ances pharmacists’ rights with
those who want medicines such
as birth control pills.

Barrett said that if pharma-
cists must fill all prescriptions,
as some feel current  law
requires, “we will have pharma-
cies devoid of religion, ethics.”

While the bill does not speci-
fy any medicines that could be
refused, the most likely would
be birth control medicines,
including the so-called morn-
ing-after pill. ,

Some committee members
had questions|of Barrett and
bill sponsor Rep. Tom Emmer, R-*
Delano, but there was little
opposition. Even Planried Par-
enthood, which usually oppos-
es such bills, supports-it. - .

“It is a step in the right direc-

B

. tion,”

Planned Parenthood’s
Tim Stanley said.

One provision that makes the
bill acceptable to a wider range
of people is that if a pharmacist
won’t fill a prescription, he
o Must help the patient find a
pharmacy where it can be
filled. ,
¢ Rep. Cy Thao, DFL-St. Paul,
.said he doesn’t see a need for
the bill since patients will be
able to get prescx'iptig{ls they

Pioneer Photo by Don Davis
Michael Barrett testifies in front of a Minnesota House com-
mittee Wednesday, promoting a bill he wrote to give phar-
macists the right to refuse filling prescriptions due to ethi-
cal, religious or moral reservations. Barrett is a Long Prairie
pharmaclst and GOP candldate for the 7th Congressional
District seat.

want, even if they go elsewhere.

“This is a compromise by the
folks who actually dispense
these drugs,” Emmer said.

Erin Matson, president of
Minnesota’s National Organiza-
tion of Women chapter, said it is
not right to make people seek-
ing birth control medicines to
hunt for them.

“Women deserve more than a -

wild goose chase law,” she said.
ddavis@bemidjipioneer.com - ﬁ
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bllcans file colllt alnst Re Dttrlch

M She allegedly failed to disclose property ownershlp near the proposed Northstar line |

by T.W. Budig
ECM capitol reporter

‘Two Minnesota House
Republicans have filed a com-
plaint with the Campaign
Finance and Public Disclosure
Board alleging that, Rep.
Denise  Dittrich,
Champlin, has violated cam-

~ paign firance laws.

Rep. Kurt Zellers, R-
Maple ‘Grove, and Rep. Tom
Emmer, R-Delano, charge
that Dittrich failed to disclose
ownership of a property in
. downtown Minneapolis adja-

cent to the proposed Northstar.

Commuter Rail line and the
new Minnesota Twins ball-
park.

- DFL-*

Arguably, construction -of .

the line could increase the
value of the property.

According to. Zellers, the
complaint -would give Dittrich
" a chance to detail the owner-
ship of the property and pro-
vide other information perti-
nent to her Northstar votes.

Dittrich- voted to ‘fund
Northstar in the bonding bill,
but abstained from. voting on
the Twins ballpark bill last
session.

“It’s intellectually incon-
sistent what she did,” said
Emmer.

- Dittrich has violated her
own ethical standards, the two
Republicans argued. i

_ But Dittrich said she hasno -

direct tie to the Minneapolis
property — ‘property con-
trolled by Duddy Limited
Partnership — and that it’s
her husband, not she; that has
a stake in the partnership.-

It’s a small stake, she said.

Dittrich puts the share at
one-third of one percent.

She guessed the share would
be worth about $20,000.

Additionally,  Dittrich
based her voting on Northstar
on precedent she believes
was set by Rep. Jim Abeler,
R-Anoka, who voted for
Northstar although owning
property adjacent to the pro-

AT A GLANCE '

A complaint has. -
been filed by two House
Republicans against Rep. -
Denise Dittrich, DFL- -
Champlin/Coon Rapids,

. for allegedly failingto -
disclose property owner-.

.‘Shlp in Minneapolis near
the proposed Northstar
Commuter Rail'line and -
the new anesota Twms :
ballpark. g ‘

posed commuter rail line in
the city of Anoka.

The House  Ethics
Committee at the time found

no conflict of interest for
Abeler.

Abeler supported Dittrich’s
decision to cast the Northstar
votes. '

“No, I don’t see anything
wrong with it,” he said.

Support for Northstar in
his district is probably at 90
percent, Abeler said.

Arguably, even if construc-

‘tion of the line would dramat-

ically increase the value of his

property, Abeler would have

still taken the votes, he said.

It would have been letting
down the district to do less,
Abeler said.

AbelerpriortohisNorthstar
votes notified House Speaker

Steve Sviggum, R-Kenyon, in-

writing.of a possible conflict
of interest.

Dittrich, who views the flap
over her votes as partisan poli-
tics, said she did not contact
any legislative leader prior to
her Northstar votes as she
believed precedent had been
established. .

Dittrich  did  notify

Sviggum’s office about a con-'

flict of interest on the Twins’
ballpark vote.

Dittrich is asking the
Campaign Finance and Public
Disclosure Board for a ruling
on the disclosure matter, she
said.

The board may take up the
Republican- complaint 'at -its

Sept. 15 board hearing.

According to Dittrich, as it
was her husband, not her, with
the interest in the Minneapolis
property she did not need to
disclose anything on her dis-
closure form about it.

She did disclose the- prop-
erty at 333. N. Washington
Avenue as “a trail of why” she
abstained on the Twins ball-
park bill last session.

Accordingtothe complaint,
Duddy Lirhited Partnership
controls two properties in
downtown Minneapolis,
333 N. Washington and 328
Fourth St. N., adjacent the
first property.

Republican Party State
Chairman Ron Carey said the

Dittrich complaint was indic- .

ative of an ends-justifies-the-
means mentality w1th1n the
DFL Party. -

But House Minority

Leader Margaret Kelliher

styled the complaint as “noth-
ing more than mud slinging

* by Republicans” to hide from

”Rep. Denise Dittrich

their record. ) :

Abeler looked to others to:
judge.

“At the end of the day, the
voters will decide,” he said
of whether Dittrich had done
anything wrong.

Dittrich’s House dlstnct'
includes the city of Champlin
and parts of Coon Rapids.
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Want'to vote? Prove you can

'BY SCOTT WENTE _
Staff Writer

ST. PAUL — Minnesota
voters would need to prove
their identity before being
allowed to vote under a pro-
posal approved Wednesday
by a House committee.

¢ Abill by Rep. Tom Emmer

requires voters to provide
proof of their citizenship
when they register to vote.
They would need photo
identification when they
show up at their polling
site. ‘

Emmer, a Delano Repub- -

lican, told the House Civil
Law and Elections Commit-
tee that people can’t board
an airplane or cash a check
. without proper 1dent1flca-
tion.
- “It would seem that the
right to vote ... would
require the same,” Emmer
said.
To prove c1t1zensh1p, vot-
ers would need their birth
certificate, passport or natu-

ralization papers. A driver’s’

license or state identifica-
tion card could serve as
photo identification at the
poll.

The Republican-con-
trolled committee passed
the bill on a party line 6-5
vote and referred it to the
full House. '

“We are talking about the
integrity of the voting booth.”

DIANA BRATLIE

Speaking in favor of Tom Emmer’s bill ‘

Supporters said the mea-
sure is about preventing
voter fraud..

“We are talking about the
integrity of the voting
booth,” said Diana Bratlie of
Lakeville, who spoke in
favor of Emmer’s bill.

Emmer’s bill would help.
clear up confusions among
local election judges and cit-
izens over voting guidelines,
said Mike McCarthy of the
Minnesota Secretary of
State’s office. ]
..“These measures do
address widespread public
expectations,” McCarthy
said.

Opponents of the bill said
poor voters, minorities and
college _students would be
disenfranchised if they were
required to show a photo ID
before being allowed to
enter the voting booth.

For some, just getting the

proper identification could

be expensive and costly, said
Ruth Martin of the People
for the American Way, who
opposed the measure.

Mandating proof of citi-
zenship would “basically
turn back the clock on vot-
ing rights,” Martin added,
explaining that some people
don’t have easy access to
those documents.

Emmer’s bill includes a

state policy that provides

free Minnesota identifica-
tion cards to eligible voters
who earn less than the fed-
eral poverty level..

» Rep: Torrey Westrom, R-
Elbow Lake, said requiring
voters to show up at the
polls with photo identifica-

‘tion is a reasonable request.

“With voting, there ¢omes
some responsibility,” said
Westrom, a member of the
committee. “It means people
have to plan ahead if they
don’t have ' ID cards and
want to vote.”

Two Republicans have
authored a companion bill
in the Senate, but it has not
been heard in committee.

Scott Wente can be reached at
swente@republican-eagle.com or 388-
2914, ext. 122.
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rkruger@marshallindependent.com
long-time friend Rep. Erick Paulsen, R-
R Rep. Marty Seifert, R-Marshall, said ¢ Eden Prairie, the District 42B and. for—
Thursday he will seek the top spot for ‘mer House majority leader, would also
Republicans in the House as minority run for House minority leader. Rep.
leader. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, the representa-

“My hat’s in the nng,” Seifert said. e tive for District 19B, has also indicated

Seifert was re-elected to his sixth interest, Seifert said.
term Tuesday and has 10 years of expe- ¢ District 22A Rep. Doug Magnus R-
rience in the House. Seifert had served  Slayton, said with DFL majorities in
as the majority whip in the House since  the House and Senate, the House needs
2001. It was the third highest leader- to select an experienced leader, and one
ship position behind Speaker of the from a rural district.
House, House majority leader. “It’s obvious the majority leader in

¥ INSIDE: Senate Dems. pick Pogemlller as leader / PAGE 6A

Magnus said.

It was certain who the DFL majority
leader would be in the Senate, but
Magnus said ‘it will be important for
rural Minnesota to have a rural leader
in the House.

“We need to make sure rural
Minnesota is not left out,” Magnus said.

Rural legislators will need to step.up
to ensure rural leadership in the House,
Magnus said. ,

Southwest” Minnesota  State
University political science professor

_the deep minority in

fert will seek Ieadershlp seat

‘M After a shift in power in the House cost area representative his posmon
as majority whip, Seifert decides to throw hat into minority Whlp ring

Republicans are in

the House, a minority
leader can be a pow-
erful role.

“When you say
leadership in the House, there is the
understanding it means the House
speaker, House majority leader, minor-
ity leader...,” Sturrock said.

Generally, the minority leader is the
front line of the minority party,
Sturrock said.

Seifert

Seifert said Thursday it was likely the House will be from Minneapolis,”

Seifert FroMPAGE 1A A

~

David  Sturrock

said  although

“There is no clear no. 2
leader,” Sturrock said of the
House minority party. -

Seifert said with Pawlenty
as goveriior, the minority
leader role is important,
because the governor can veto
bills or line item bills. The
_minority leader advises the
governor on bills, vetoes and
other issues, Seifert said.

Magnus- said the minority
leader will have important rela-
tionships with the governor
and his administration, includ-
ing state agencies.

“We have close relation-
ships with those folks and
that’s key,” Magnus said.

When the Legislature needs
to accomplish something it
often needs to work with agen-
cies and administration,

Magnus said.

When a party loses as many
seats as the Republicans did in
Tuesday’s election, rightly or e
wrongly, leadership can get
blamed, and many clamor for a
change in the top tier of leader-
ship, Sturrock said.

As the former House major-

ity Whlp, Seifert was in the sec-

ond tier of leadershlp, Sturrock
said.

'That second tier of leader-
ship should benefit Seifert as
he seeks the minority leader
seat, Sturrock said.

“Marty in his (whip) posi-
tion has the best of both
worlds,” Sturrock said. “He
can correctly say he has experi-
ence in an important position
and credibly say he’d bring in
new blood.”

Sturrock said if Seifert is
elected minority leader it could
bring additional
District. 21A and southwest
Minnesota.

" “In time, yes,” Sturrock
said. “Maybe not immediately.
The DFL majority will be
eager to push its agenda “look-
ing to flex its muscle and pass
bills without having to. .give
Republicans much. " That’s
understandable. The DFL will
be eager to (use) their clout in
the short term.”

Eventually, there is a point
where the majority knows it
needs to work more with the
minority party, and that’s
where a minority leader can
have more influence, Sturrock
said. .

Seifert will be running

clout to-

against long-time friend and
seatmate Paulsen.

“He’s one of my best
friends,” Seifert said.

But seeking a party leader-
ship position in the House isn’t
like running for a district seat,
Seifert said.

“It’s gonna be what I bring
to the table,” Seifert said of
seeking the leadership position.
“It’s not about a contrast with
(another legislator). It’s much
different than running for your
district House seat.”

Seifert said he will empha-
size his oratorical skills, his
knowledge of the House rules,
parliamentary procedure, his
work ethic, experience as
majority whip and legislator

and other qualities.

Seifert PAGE 94 ‘rr'i"
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-~ STAR TRIBUNE DEC 12 06
Pretty simple, actually

It is amazing that people, includ-

u‘gﬁ Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano,
still make the inane comparison of
smoking and cheeseburgers- (Star
Tribune, Dec. 10). -

One more time for those who stﬂl
don’t get it: Unlike smoking, my eat-
ing a cheeseburger doesn’t kill, the
person sitting next to me. :

7 JOHN G. MORGAN Burnsville
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Republicans to choose
leadership

minority
by T.W. Budig

ECM CAPITOL. RE_PORTER

House Republicans are

expected to pick new caucus

leadership when they meet

Saturday, Nov. 18 at Eagan
Community Center.

House Speaker_Steve Svig-®

gum, R-Kenyon, has stated he
will not seek a leadership posi-

A couple of area lawmak-
ers have expressed interest in
becoming House Republican
Minority Leader.

Rep. Dennis Ozment, R-»

Rosemount, indicated last
week that if his House col-
leagues were looking for some-
one to reach across the aisle, -

" he might be the person.

Y

House Majority Leader

e Erik Paulsen, R-Eden Prairie,

has also expressed interest in
running for minority leader.

“I’'m definitely leaning to-
wards running,” he said last
week.

Another House Republi-

can who definitely wants to be
minority leader is Rep. Marty

tion. » Seifert, R-Marshall, currently

House majority whip.

“I think they are making a
lurch to the Left,” said Seifert
of Minnesota Democrats.

He argues moderates who
voted for Democrats will find
themselves on the outside,
noses pressed up against the
glass. T
But Rep. Margaret Ander-

“I would be very good,” eson Kelliher, DFL-Minne-

said Ozment, a driving forcé
in the effort to break a recent

state budget deadlock through

deliberations in a “rump” gov-
ernment.

Ozment, who had no chal-
lenger, was re-elected to his
12th term in the House.

Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Del-#

apolis, recently elected by the
House DFL caucus as House
Speaker, has said her caucus
is fiscally conservative and ex-
pressed a willingness to work
with Republicans.

Other House Republicans
whose names are mentioned
as a possible caucus leader

ano, just elected to his second e are Rep. Laura Brod, R-New
term, also expressed interest in o Prague and Rep. Steve Smith,

serving as minority leader.

Emmer argues Republicans
need to decide who they are as
a party.

R-Mound.

TW. Budig is at tim.

budig@ecm-inc.com.
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by T.W. Budig
ECM CAPITOL REPORTER

Some suspected things were
going wrong.,

For the first time in his 22-
year legislative career, some
voters were rude when they
discovered Republicans at the

door, explained Rep, Dennis Oz- *

ment, R-Rosemount, about door
knockmg this election season. _

Rep. Pat Garofalo, R-Farm- ¢
ington, heard voters raise con-

“cerns at the stoop about Wash-
ington, and he wondered how
many others felt the same con-
cerns but were keeping silent.

“I thought [Election Day] was
going to be a rough night, but I
wasn’t thinking it would be this
bad,” Garofalo said.

Rep. Jim Abeler, R-Anoka,»
‘had misgivings already late last

¢/
i 3

Plcklng up ‘the pieces

House Republzcoms discuss reasons for large electoral defeat

But by the time the polls
closed on Nov. 7, voters had
whittled down the Republican
caucus to 49 seats. :

House DFLers, with 85 seats,
can pass a bonding bill by them-
selves even if every House Re-
publican votes against it.

Abeler compared the inequity
to a Geo taking on a battle tank.

‘What happened?

* Rep. Lynn Wardlow, -R-Ea-
gan,. believes national anti-Re-
publican sentiment “just trickled
down to us.”

Other House Republicans
view national politics dipping
into the local races and cutting
a swath through the Republican
ranks.

“Unfortunately, there weren't
any local issues included or we
would have won,” said House

winter about the fortunes of the o Majority Leader Erik Paulsen,

House Republican caucus.
“I totally expected to go back
into the minority,” he said.

R-Eden Prairie. .
Wardlow — the sole Republi-
can survivor in Distriet 38, with

~ Still, Abeler didn’t foresee the « Sen. Mike McGinn and Rep.
clobbering House Republicans » Tim Wilkin losing their reelec-

would take.

“That was incredible,” he said
of the reversal.

Descriptions of the losses
were colorful. -

“It was a tsunami, a massa-
cre,” said Rep. Kathy Tingelstad,=
R-Andover, of the Democratic
surge.

“Our world will be different,”
she said, referring to belng n the»
minority.

Arguably, she’s exactly right.

Last session, the House Re-
publican caucus had 68 members
— House DFLers 66.

tions — senses a national impe-
tus.

“I think people are ready for a

change,” he said.

(Wardlow, unlike some other
Republicans, was “getting re-
ally good vibes” while out door
knocking and thought his caucus
would keep the miajority.)

* Rep. Ray Vandeveer, R-Forest
Lake, who successfully switched
from the House to Senate elec-

tion  night, is less certain the

House Republican rout can be
easily packaged.
“I think the pundlts are gomg

to be trying to figure this out for

- a long time,” said Vandeveer of

the election. -

Yes, House Republicans took
a beating, he noted.

But 6th District voters also

» sent Sen. Michele Bachmann, R-

Stillwater, to Congress, he pomt—
ed out.

Some Republicans saw thelr
own caucus lending a hand to
their misfortunes.

Ozment, for instance, cites a

reflexive “No” by some House -

Republicans to all spending, re-
gardless of purpose.

. “In other words, we sort of
created some of our problems,”
he said.

Abeler suspected last winter

a “winner take all mentality” he’

perceived operating in the House
would eventually bite them.

L]

e Rep. Tom Emmer, R- Delanb )

ascribes the Repubhcan reversals
to the party straying from its
basic principles — lower taxes,
belief that the private sector, not
government, should solve prob-
lems.

“The oak tree is sohd ” Em-

mer said of perceived core Re-
publican values.

In a storm like Nov. 7, you
expect to lose a few branches, he
said of the party.

But the trunk shouldn’t snap
unless the core is rotten, Emmer
said.

The first thmg Minnesota
Republicans need to do is decide
who they are, he explained..

And then plant a seed.

* Vandeveer, too, pointed to
perceived fallmgs within the Re-

publican Party — the national
debt, for instance.

“The base doesn’t appreciate
that at all,” he said.

Whatever the reasons, House
Republicans will be the minority
party next session.

Some look at this unwanted
status as not as bad as perhaps
might be imagined.

“You can be the minority and
accomplish a great deal,” said
Ozment, who speaks from legis-
lative experience.

House Republicans can mean-
ingfully contribute, he explained.
But they have to be willing to let
the credit go elsewhere.

And that’s fine, Ozment said.

-“I would fully expect to be
dealt with fairly,” he said of life
under incoming House. Speaker
Margaret Anderson Kelliher,
DFL-Minneapolis.

Tingelstad, too, explained it’s
possible to achieve things in the
minority — she was in the minor-
ity her first term and had a pro-
ductive session, she said.

Plus, Tingelstad has been a
voice- of bipartisanship at the
Legislature.

“[The opposition] have that in
mind when things take a turn,”
she said.

What is the morale among
House Republicans?

“I was really down two days -

ago,” said Wardlow, speaking on

two days after the election.
“Now I'm really excited about

the next election,” he said, add-

ing that realistically, regaining

the majority will likely take more

than one election.

= - 5 B f‘/ o o
THISWEEK November 18,2006 9A

THIS WEEK SAVAGE

BURNSVILLE, MN
WEEKLY
NOV 18 2006

“I’'m the only conservatlve left
standing,” said Wardlow, who at-
tributes his election win in part to
an endorsement from Education
Minnesota — an uncommon
thing for a Republican to get.

Paulsen described his cau-
cus as experiencing a degree of
“shellshock,” but was phﬂosoph—
ical

The pendulum swings in poli- -

tics, he said.

It will swing back.

Though disappointed at los-
ing his chairmanship of the
House Agriculture, Environment
and Natural Resources Finance
Committee, Ozment blames no
one person for the reversal. -

. “It’s not his fault,” he said of
House Speaker Steve Sviggum.

“We all played a part,” said
Ozment.

How soon might House Re-
publicans regain the majority?

That depends on the actions
of House DFLers, some sug-
gested

“I don’t think it (the election)
was a mandate to act belligerent
or spend like crazy,” Vandeveer
opined.

* Rep. Marty Seifert, R-Mar-
shall, one of a handful of House
Republicans vying for House
Minority Leader, likened the

caucus’s response-to the reverse -

to dealing with death — first de-
nial, then grief.

He said, “I think people are
ready to ple up the pleces and
move on.’

T. W, Budig is at tim. budzg@ecm—

inc.com.
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GOP faults Rep. D1ttr1ch’s Northstar tram—hne Vote

® The DFL legislator is accused of conflict of interest because her
husband is part owner of property neara planned station.

STAR TRIBUNE  AUG 31 '06

By PAT DOYLE ¢ pdoyle@startribune.com

Minnesota Republicans Wednes-
day called on a state agency to-in-
vestigate whether a DFL legislator

violated the law when she voted to -

fund the Northstar commuter rail
line while having a family financial
interest in downtown Minneapolis
land where a station could be built.
/{The critics. said Rep. Denise
ittrich, DFL-Champlin, failed to
disclose her husband’s interest in a
l-acre parking lot on or near land se-
lected for a station platform.

But Dittrich and House DFL aides
_countered that’the state agency, the

Campaign Finance and Public Dis-
closure Board, recently determined

that she never needed to disclose *

her interest in the land. Board ex-
ecutive director Jeanne Olson de-
clined to comment on the Dittrich
case Wednesday, but speaking gen-
erally said a legislator is not required
to disclose the holdings of a spouse.

Dittrich’s husband ownslessthan -

1 percent of a limited partnership
that controls the lot at 328 N. 4th
St. and other property. His portion
of the partnership is worth about
$26,000, according to DFL staffers.
“It has been determined that be-
cause it is a partnership, and thatlt is

her husband who owns the percent-
age in the partnership, she did not

have to disclose it on her statement of -

-economic interest,” said a statement

* issued by the House DFL staff.

The controversy over disclosure
rules is somewhat reminiscent of
002 involving land owned by
.Jim Abeler, R-Anoka, adjacent to
another station site. Republicans say
Abeler avoided a conflict by disclos-
ing his interest in the property in a
letter to'the speaker of the House.
The call for the investigation
came as Republicans eyed Dittrich’s
seat as among15 to 18 held by DFLers
they consider vulnerable in the No-
vember election.

DAVID BREWSTER « Star Triburie

State Rep. Denise Dittrich said the

Campaign Finance and Public Disclo-
sure Board found that she didn’t need
tb disclose her interest in the land.

GOP a/(:\(:uses DFL leglslator of conﬂlct of mterest

- DITTRICH FR M B1

_ And soon after Republicans held
a news conference calling for the in-
vestigation, Democrats released a
statement from House DFL leader
Margaret Kelliher calling the move
“a desperate political attack by the
Republicans so they can attempt to

hold enito power in the House.”

2 ep. Kurt Zellers, R-Maple Grove,
“and . Tom Emmer, R-Delano,

joined state GOP Chairman Ron Car-
ey at the news conference. They said

Dlttrlcﬁs sponsorship of Northstar

« IT HAS BEEN DETERMINED THAT BECAUSEITIS A
' PARTNERSHIP ... SHE DID NOT HAVE TO DISCI.OSE IT ON

HER STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTEREST »

Statement by the Minnesota House DFL staff

legislation and her vote for the com-

muter rail line in 2005 were incon-

sistent with her decision this year
to abstain from voting on a proposed

Twins stadium in downtown Minne-

apolis. The stadium site is near an-
other piece of property controlled

by her husband’s partnership, and

she was excused from voting on the
-stadium after citing a conflict of in- -

terest.
Dittrich indicated in the statement
at a House ethics committee in the

'A'éeler.case had set a precedent for

leglslators Wlth interests near the lme
to vote'on Northstar. But Republicans
at the news conference suggested she -
refrained from voting on the stadium
because it was more controversial,

. while the Northstar project was mote .

acceptable to her constituents.

Pat Doyle  651-222-1210
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bill requiring

citizenship
proof to vote
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" @ House DFL opponents

warned that the GOP-backed
measure will dampen turnout
among certain groups. The
legislation faces a tough fight
-in the DFL-controlled Senate.

Sgégmle&%HMAR 16 &

rdsmith@§tartribune.com

Against angry DFL charges that
Republicans are out to suppress
voter turnout among some groups,
aHouse committee approved a bill
Wednesday that would require

proof of citizenship for voter reg-

istration in Minnesota.
Republican backers of the bill

said that it would provide more -

confidence and integrity in the
system and that it smply makes
‘common sense.

But DFLers -said it’s unneces-
sary and would likely disenfran-
chise thousands of voters. Espe-
cially affected, DFLers argued,
would be low-income people, col-

lege students, racial minorities, the -

- elderly and others who might have
difficulty producing documenta-

tion, especially for Election Day

registrations at the polling place.
“It’'s voter- suppression, pure
and simple,” said state Rep. Keith
Ellison, DFL-Minneapolis. “And it
is absolutely an affront to a Minne-
sota system that has prided itself
on making it as simple and easy to
vote as possible.”

. Severalrepresentatives of inter- -
est groups, including the League of

‘Women Voters, said the require-
‘ment would have a devastating ef-
fect on voter registration drives.

Signing up new voters would be

especially hard in public places
such as the State Fair, where peo-
ple seldom show up with passports
or birth certificates, they said.
The bill’s sponsor, state Rep.

LAT6m Emmer, R-Delano, said the

impact on turnout would be “neg-
ligible, if at a]l.” ‘

Votmg continues: Backgrs say bill

. will bolster voter confi ence.B47

Panel OKs bill requiring
CltlZ?I%Shlp prooftovote

< VOTING RgoM B1

The proposal'would require

new voters, and even longtime:

Minnesota voters who are re-
registering because of a move
or aname change, to produce a
birth certificate, a passport, or
naturalization papers. -

That’s a provision added to "

a longstanding GOP propos-
al that would require all vot-
ers to produce a driver’s li-
cense or other form of official
state photo identification be-
fore they vote, even if already
registered.

Emmier said the photo ID
requirement was recommend-
ed by a bipartisan national
Commission on Federal Elec-

tion Reform, chaired by for- -

mer President Jimmy Carter,

~ aDemocrat, and former Secre-

tary of State James Baker, a Re-
publican. .

Opponents argued that the
commission supported a pho-
to ID requirement only in the

" context of a uniform national

identity card. Carter and Baker
in a joint statement have spe-
cifically opposed proof of cit-
izenship as a requirement for

registration, said Ruth Martin, -

deputy field director for Peo-
ple for the American Way, a
liberal advocacy group.

None of the advocates for
the citizenship proof suggest-
ed that noncitizen voting was
rampant, or even significant,
in Minnesota: But Emmer said
polls show that confidence in
the electoral system is low and
that “democracy is in danger”

when people don’t have faithin -
- the integrity of the system.

The national commission’s
report found “no evidence of
extensive fraud in U.S. elec-

tions or of multlple votmg, but
both occur, and it could affect
the outcome of a close elec- .
tion.” .
Emmer argued that driver’s
licenses with photo IDs are
required for such routine ac-
tivities as boarding airplanes
or cashing checks and the re--
quirement shouldn’t represent
much of a problem. But oppo-
nents said that up to'10 percent
of eligible voting-age Ameri-
cans actually do not have driv-
er’s licenses or state ID cards,

Emotions run high
After the 6-to-5 straight par-
ty line vote, as Emmer was be-
ing interviewed by reporters,
e was-approached by the Rev. -

= the comm1ttee that
the new restrictions were an
“unconstitutional and immor-
al” repudiation of the voting
rights won during the civil
rights movement.

“It’s absolutely racist,” Stat-
en shouted at Emmer. “You spit
on the graves of my ancestors

“with this junk.”

Emmer said during the com-
mittee meeting that the oppo-
nents had “raised the emotion-
al thermostat by bringing in
race, age and infirmity. . Thou
protesteth too much.”

Even if the bill 1s»approved
by the Republican House, it ap-
pears to stand little chance of
passage in the DFL-controlled
Senate. Senate Elections Com-

ttee Chairman Chuck Wiger,
DFL-North-St. Paul, said the
bill “disenfranchises students,
senior and persons of color”
and is “pandering to fears.”

Dane Smith « 651-292-0164
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Panel OKs pay suspensmn

Felony charge could trlgger unpaid leave for teachers

BY MEGAN BOLDT
PIONEERPRRESSPMAR 17 06

Minnesota teachers who

are charged with a felony could
be suspended without pay
under a bill that a House com-
mittee approved Thursday.
State law allows a school
board to immediately fire a
teacher convicted of a felony.
But if that. person is just
charged with such a .crime,
“-most school districts in. Min-
-nesota can only put the
instructor on paid suspension
until the legal proceedings and
.. adistrict discharge hearing are
finished.
“It’s about local control,”
the bill's sponsor, Rep.
om Emmer, R-Delano. “Just
because someone is charged
with a felony doesn’t mean
they’re going to be suspended
without pay. This allows school
boards to sit down, review the
information they have. and
make the appropriate deci-

- sion.”

Three school districts — St.
Paul, Minneapolis and Duluth
— already can suspend. teach-
ers without pay if theyre
charged with a felony. The bill
requires school districts to give
a teacher back pay if the
charges are dropped and the
instructor is not penalized or
terminated.

School board officials argue
that previous sex crime accu-
sations have caused outrage in
the community when the
teacher still draws a public
check.

Grace - Schwab, director of
‘governmental relations for the
Minnesota School ~ Boards
Association, said there have

‘been some cases.in the state
where a teacher is accused of
pornography possession °or
sexual conduct with a student

and the school district has no ,

Rep Karen

v Klinzing

p- Mary
Greiling

choicé bt to put the employee
on paid leave.

in 1998 when an English
teacher at Hastings High
School was charged with crimi-
nal sexual conduct for a rela-
tionship she was having with a

10th-grade student. Julie Anne

Feil, who was 32 at the time of
her conviction, was sentenced
six months later to seven years

in prison. -
“When the school districts
have to pay these people ... the

community just goes crazy,”
Schwab said. “And I don’t
blame them.”

Jan Alswager, manager of
government relations .for the

statewide teachers union Edu--

cation Minnesota, said there

are situations where teachers .

are falsely accused, and taking

away pay before a teacher is.

found innocent or guilty just
-adds to the turmoil.

Republican Rep. Karen.

Klinzing, a former teacher
from Woodbury, agreed and
argued those who are falsely
accused already go through

enough and are treated like

they are guilty as soon -as
they’re charged.

“Their names are raked
through the mud, only to find
out they’re innocent a year or

Wer,” she said.

ep.

dan, said three school districts
in the state’s largest cities
already have the authority to
suspend without pay - and

Mark Buesgens, R-Jor- -

“‘Three school distriets —

St. Paul, Minneapolis

" and Duluth — already

"can suspend teachers
without pay if they’re
charged with a felony.

“The bill requires school
That happened to Hastlngs ,

districts to glve a
teacher back pay 1f the
charges are-dropped
- and the instructor
is not penalized
or terminated.

rarely use the power. That
decision should be expanded to"
the rest of the state’s school
districts, he said. '
Supporters also argued that
cities and counties have the
authority to put employees on
unpaid leave pending a crimi-
nal investigation. Patricia
Beety, counsel for the League-
of Minnesota Cities, said it has
happened but it’s rare. st
But Rep.” Mindy Greiling,
DFL-Roseville, said maybe the
better decision is to take that”

-authority .away from those

three school districts.
“Why is it that Minneapolis -

and St. Paul and Duluth have -

the power to say someone is -
guilty before proven guilty?” .
Greiling asked. “I think that’s .
the question we should be ask-

mg.”

Megan Boldt covers education
and can be reached at
mboldt@pioneerpress.com or
651-228-5495.



 in the Minnesota Legislature wh
. want to adda photo ID requir
~ment to voting, and a proof of cit-

v p. :
_ Bu votmg 1snt just for most"‘;j_,‘;v
_ Americans. It’s the right of all.
That puts aheavy burdenonthose

WHAT THEY SAY

“It’s voter suppression, pure
and simple.”
Rep. KEITH ELLISON,
DFL-Minneapolis

“Thou protesteth too much.”
Rep. TOM EMMER, R-Delano

izenship requirement to register-  be safeg

bloggers notwithstanding. Min-

‘ministrators and well- tramed,

conscientious election judges run
aclean operation. Existing regis-
‘tration requirements have served
‘Minnesota well; so have substan-:

i:: tial penalties for those caught vot-
/ing fraudulently — enough tode-
ter any ] noncmzen who might be

'.tempted to pose as a c1t1zen on

: electlon day.

- Inthe absence of -em,denc;e that

large numbers of ineligible peo-
ple are voting in Minnesota, add-

_ingnew eligibility requirementsis

unwarranted. They will serve only
to inhibit voting by those who are
‘among the estimated 10 percent of
Americans who lack a valid driv-

_er’s license or state-issued photo

ID card. That group is dominated
by the elderly, poor and disabled
— vulnerable people whose abili-

But there is no problem at the :
.I:po]ls Remember the rash of news’_;
reports after the last electionabout
voter fraud in Minnesota? Nelther .
“do we, because there was none —

the rumormongering of pohtlcal{*

~_cause someone d1dn’t ‘make t
effort to get a state ID card or re- -
_member to carry it to the polls.
~ Voting isn’t only for those whose

{mg to vote. To be ;ustlﬁed, those A _

That’s a good 1dea. 3 ,
the only reason that official pho-»l
:to_vIDs are m1351ng ﬁrom bthe purs-
nesota’s professional election ad- es
_ersin anesota Lack of infor-

matlon and the tlme and hassle in-

mtheway .
Voting rlghts are too ﬁ
mental to be denied merely be-

schedules and stamina permit

standing in the long lines that the

Emmer bill would cause at poll- -
ing places. Voter registration op-

‘portunities should not be con-
 fined to times and places at Wthh
‘one’s birth certificate, passport or

naturalization papers are at hand.
Minnesota has been a leader
among the states in tearing down
batriers to voting. It shouldn’

: start putting them up..



’. "The League of Women

" tion born of the struggle . §

. proposal which keeps cit-

ﬂé 60

Voters, an ‘organiza- -

to gain the right to vote
for women, objects to any

izens out of the voting
booth on Election Day.

PIONEER PRESS MAR 21 05

er who recently moved to
an assisted living situa-
tion. = Certainly large
numbers of poor or vul-
nerable citizens and stu-
dents — and you, if you
forget your wallet on
‘Election Day.

Others, who paid an.even . These - additional
higher price for voting GWEN requirements. to register
rights than the suffra- MYERS and to vote will deny vot-

gists, must be horrified.

Voting is a right and it is fundamen-

tal to our democracy.
tate Rep. Tom Emmer, R-

Delano, has authored this bill, sup-
" port or naturalization document in’

posedly to prevent voter fraud. Ho: -
ever, no one, including Emmer, has

‘suggested that there is any evidence.

of voter fraud in Minnesota. There is
no problem.

‘What, then, is the reason for pro-
moting this bill, if not to address
voter fraud? Whatever the answer
is, and it is worth. considering, the
effect of Emmer’s bill will be to dis-

enfranchise ‘thousands - of United

States citizens

‘If enacted, what would happen?

Everyone seeking to register to vote

-in Minnesota would have to prove
citizenship by producing a birth cer- .

tificate, a passport or a naturaliza-

tion document:: Registered voters

would - be required to present a
photo ID before signing the eléction
roster on Election Day.

Whom will these new require-

ments disenfranchise? Perhaps your

new neighbors or your elderly moth- .

ing rights and suppress

voter turnout for a number of rea-

sons. Everyone who moves within
the state or into the state will have
to produce a birth certificate, pass-

order to register. Most of us will
have to rely on the birth certificate.
Locating this document will be a
problem for many, including stu-
dents. Replacing a lost birth certifi-

caté costs money and takes six- .

weeks in Minnesota. State laws vary.
It will be difficult for many and some
will simply give up.

~ Voter registration drives as we
have known them will ‘be a thing of
the past. Few people carry proof of
citizenship with them at all times.
The State Fair is a favorite place for
our political parties-and many non-
profit organizations .to register vot-
ers.. Some organizations: register

" people on the street, in high schools
*or in student unions. Thousands of -

people ‘have been registered this
way, but this will no longer be possi-
ble. The virtual impossibility . of

voter-registration drives will add to

Votlng law change
© would erect barriers

the length of lines at registration
tables in polling places on Election
Day. Same-day registration is a little
confusing anyway, for those without
an up-to-date - driver’s license.
Adding birth certificates and pass-

* ports to ut1hty bills -and Minnesota

IDs will increase the confusion and
extend the wait in line. Providing a

" photo ID can be a problem for those
who do not drive. This includes

more people than one might think,
including some of the very elderly,
the disabled and the poor. It is .
Emmer’s intention to require an offi-

.cial Minnesota photo ID. This will

disenfranchise thousands of stu-

- dents. Under current law one could .

register to vote using a variety of
forms of identification, but be unable
to actually vote for lack of an ofﬁc1a1
Minnesota photo ID.

‘The right to vote is fundamental to
our democracy The h1story of voting
rights in this country is one of
increasing inclusion and increasing
ease of access-to the ballot box. In
Minnesota we have an especially
proud tradition of fair, open and clean
elections. We have made it easy to

- pre-register, easy to register on Elec-

tion Day and easy to vote. Minnesota
generally has the highest voting
turnout in the country: There is no

- evidence of fraud. This system “ain’t

broke” and it does not need fixing.

Muyers is Action Committee chair for
the League. of Women Voters of Mm-

nesota.



Wﬂ can

druggists
refuse to
sell the Pill?

@ Pharmacists could reject
prescriptions on moral grounds
under a Minnesota bill that
reflects a natio

bat
e A s g8

By MAURA LERNER
mlerner@startribune.com

g
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For the first time, the Minnesota: Q
Legislature is poised to give pharma-
cists the right to refuse to dispense
birth-control pills on moral or reli-

gious grounds.

And legislators may have found
a way to take that step without the
kind of battle that has flared across
the country over the issue.

A House committee approved a
bill last week that would allow phar-
macists to decline to fill prescrip-.
tions, but only if patients are assured

-“timely access” to their medications.
Some details of the bill are in flux, but
sponsors say it’s likely to pass.

“This is an issue that is gaining
momentum across the country,” said
Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie phar-

macist who is pushing for the bill.
Pharmacy continues: Debafte led to
compromise bill in Minnegota. A10 »

A Go-G

Pharmacists may get

theri

‘<« PHARMACY FROM A1

Barrett added: “I think we
need to come up with a com-
promise.”

The queetion of 'wheth-i

er a pharmacist’s moral views
should ever limit a woman’s re-
productive rights is provoking

. national debate. That’s part-
+ ly because of the growing use
" of emergency 'contr'aception
+ commonly called the ‘morn--

ing-after” pill.

Some critics con31der the

pill a form of abortion because
it may stop a fertilized eggfrom
implanting in the uterus if tak-
en within 72 hours of inter-
course. Advocacy groups such
as'Pharmacists for Life say that
pharmacists ‘who object to it
should not be forced to dis-
" pense the drug or even trans-
. fer such a prescription.

The American College of
Obstetr1c1ans and Gynecol-

‘_OngtS, reflecting the consen-

sus of the medical profession,
does not consider the drug an
abortion pill. Medical groups
say the pill, which at times is
confused with the abortion pill
known as RU-486, cannot end
a pregnancy.

So far, at least four states,
including South Dakota, have
passed what are called “phar-
macist conscience clauses.”
They allow pharmacists to re-
fuse to fill prescriptions for

refuse

the morning-after pill or oth-
er contraceptives.

On the other side, 1111n01s
Gov. Blagojevich issued an ex-
ecutive order last year requir-
-ing pharmacists to fill all pre-
scriptions, regardless of their
beliefs.

But in Minnesota, partlsans
on both sides of the issue say
they prefer to carve out a mid-
dle ground. “Idon’t think either

side is compromising their val- .

V%es/ or beliefs,” said Rep. Tom
“Emmer, R-Delano, a sponsor

of the bill. )

At this point, prominent ad-
vocacy groups on both sides of
the abortion debate have re-
mained neutral on the plan.

Planned Parenthood and Min-,
nesota Citizens Concerned for

Life have said they do not sup-
port or oppose it.

“That tells you this is a good,
reasonable bill,” said Barrett,
the pharmacist.

Road to compromise

‘At first, there seemed little
room for compromise.

Emmer decided to step in-
to the fray when he was ap-
proached by Barrett, a Repub-
lican candidate for Congress,
asking for his help.

Barrett, who manages a hos-
pital pharmacy, said he was
under pressure to stock the
morning-after pill, known as
Plan B.

4T didn’t want to,” he said,
because he is morally opposed
to it. “I believe there are other
options. But this doesn’t mean
awoman shouldn’t have access
toPlan B. I ]ust shouldn’t have
to provide it. "

Emmet introduced a bill
that would have guaranteed
pharmacists the right to say no.
Meanwhile, an opposing:bill,
also introduced this session,
would have prohibited phar-
macists from refusing care.

The Minnesota Pharma-
cists Association proposed a
compromise. “We saw the lev-
el of attention it was getting
[nationally] and knew the dif-
ferent extremes that were out
there, and felt that we needed
to find a balance,” said Liz Car-

penter, a vice president of the

pharmacists group. -

‘The compromise allows
pharmacists to refuse service
on “ethical, moral or religious
grounds.” But they must notify
their employers in writing, and
avoid causing “undue - hard-
ship.” Otherwise, they could be
disciplined by the state Board
of Pharmacy.

That doesnt satisfy every-
one.

“We want to make sure that
women are getting their pre-
scriptions filled in the stores
that they go to,” said Erin Mat-
son, president of Minnesota
chapter of the National Orga-
nization for Women.

Sending women to anoth-
er store, she said, isn’t good
enough because many don’t
have the means to travel. “In
rural areas, this can be very se-
rious,” Matson said.

" But Carpenter said pharma-
cists rarely refuse to serve cus-
tomers. State officials have on-
ly one complaint on record
about a pharmacist refusing
service, according to the Min-
nesota Pharmacy Board.

It was filed last year by Re-
becca Polzin of Glencoe, who.
said a pharmacist at a Pamida
Pharmacy refused to fill her
prescription for birth-control

pills last April. The pharma-

cy board decided not to take -
action and the complaint was
dismissed. The pharmacy de-

- clined a request for comment

from the Star Tribune.

Polzin, now 27, said she be-
lieves the problem is more
common than many realize.
“Since this happened I've had
a lot of women come up to
me ... who have had the same
thing happen to them,” she
said. “A lot of women, I think,
are scared or embarrassed or

- afraid to speak up.”

Polzin called the proposed
legislation “a fair compro-

.mise” and said.it may help

ensure “that the interests of
both the pharmacist and the
customer are being acknowl-
edged, instead of it bemg SO
one-sided.”

Maura Lerner » 612-673-7384

Elena Rozwadowski, a University of Min-
nesota student reporter on assignment
for the Star Tribune, contrlbuted tothis
report.
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Bill WOUﬁf allow refusal

of morning-after pill

seeks to balance patients’ rights and pharmacists’ consciences.

STAR TRIBUNE AR 9 '06

By CONRAD deFIEBRE
cdefiebre@startribune.com

. Pharmacists would be allowed
to refuse to dispense drugs such as
morning-after contraception pills on
moral or religious grounds, but only
if patients are assured of “timely ac-
cess” to the drugs from other sourc-
esunder abill approved by the House
Health Committee on Wednesday.

Advocates on both sides of the abor-

sparked sharp debate.

J

Erin Matson of the National Orga-

nization for Women said it will spur
more pharmacists to deny birth con-
trol and emergency contraception to
women, sending them on “wild goose
chases” to get the drugs.

The bill’s requirement that phar- -

macists’ employers ensure alterna-
tive access to such drugs poses mor-
al dilemmas for pharmacies at Ro-
man Catholic-run - hospitals, said

tion debate spoke out against some pro- VKep Tim Wilkin, R-Eagan, who said

\gs{ons of the bill sponsored by Rep.

om Emmer, R-Delano, and backed
by the Minnesota Pharmacists Associ-
ation, but it was sent to the House floor
on alopsided voice vote.

“This is a compromise, balancing
the liberty of pharmacists to exercise
their conscience with the right and
necessity of patients to get legally pre-
scribed medication,” Emmer said.

Although the head of the Pharma-
cists Association noted that the in-
stances of patients having been re-
fused prescriptions amount to “a sta-
tistically negligible problem,” the bill

it could even force some to close.
The bill, HF 3032, would make re-

fusal to fill a prescription grounds for -

discipline by the state Board of Phar-
macy. But it also would allow excep-
tions for pharmacists’ profession-
al judgment that a drug would be
harmful, for drugs not in stock and in
cases where payment is refused. Un-
der the bill, pharmacists could refuse
prescriptions on moral grounds on-
ly after notifying their employers in
writing of their objections.

Conrad deFiebre « 651-222-1673
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Reader Posts:

clueless 03/10/2006 at 06:33 PM

I'm just puzzied. | am gainfully employed. | perform my duties as laid out in
my Job Description and employer. Are there things in my professional life |
disagree with and would prefer not to do? Certainly. Am | required to perfom
‘those duties anyway? Certainly and | do. Why do 1? Simple logic. Because
it's MY JOB and it's what I'm paid to do. | can't pick and choose my diuties, |
simply am required to do them. Should | strongly disagree with my job duties
or responsibilities? There's always the option of finding different
employment. | don't understand why a Pharmacist if they have strong
objections to a moral issue should be allowed to take that into the

workplace. Oy vey.

Leave a post for this article

Give us your feedback on this article.

Email this article to a friend!
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Bill allows pharmacists not to fill prescriptions

Don Davis, Echo Pfess Columnist
03/10/2006

ST. PAUL — Pharmacists should not be required to dispense medicine such
as birth control pills if they feel it would violate their ethics, religion or morals,
Michael Barrett says.

A Minnesota House committee agreed Wednesday, sending a bill giving
pharmacists the right to say no to the full House.

Pharmacists testified that there are very few times when one of them cannot
fill a prescription in good conscience, but Barrett said the law change is
important.

“Besides my education, | find my morals and ethics the most important
things | bring to my job,” Barrett said.

Barrett, a Long Prairie Memorial Hospital pharmacist and Republican
candidate for the 7th Congressional District seat, told the Minnesota House
Health Policy and Finance Committee that the bill he wrote balances
pharmacists’ rights with those who want medicines such as birth control
pills.

Barrett said that if pharmacists must fill all prescriptions, as some feel
current law requires, “we will have pharmacies devoid of religion, ethics.”

While the bill does not specify any medicines that could be refused, the
most likely would be birth control medicines, including the so-called
morning-after pill.

Some committee members had questions of Barrett and bill sponsor
Representative Tom Emmer, R-Delano, but there was little opposition. Even
Planned Parenthood, which usually opposes such bills, supports it.

“It is a step in the right direction,” Planned Parenthood’s Tim Stanley said.

One provision that makes the bill acceptable to a wider range of people is
that if a pharmacist won't fill a prescription, he must help the patient find a
pharmacy where it can be filled.

Representative Cy Thao, DFL-St. Paul, said he doesn’t see a need for the
bill since patients will be able to get prescriptions they want, even if they go
elsewhere.

“This is a compromise by the folks who actually dispense these drugs,”
Emmer said.

/' Erin Matson, president of Minnesota’s National Organization of Women

chapter, said it is not right to make people seeking birth control medicines to
hunt for them.

“Women deserve more than a wild goose chase law,” she said.
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A legislator and a long-
time critic of the judicial sys-
tem filed separate ethics com-
plaints Friday asking a board
to determine whether several
state Supreme Court justices
held improper conversations
about Minnesota marriage law
with Senate Majority Leader
Dean Johnson. :

~ Johnson, DFL-Willmar, said
. he discussed the law with jus-

r—_—

o
ics complaints

(A38- Yo

assurances on how they might

rule if it were challenged. The
" require ]udges to maintain “an

justices have denied talking to
him about the law.
‘/rn his complaint, Rep. Tom
Emmer, R-Delano, asked,
“Who is telling the truth?”
Former - judicial candidate
Greg Wersal, a Golden Val-
ley attorney, also filed a com-
plaint calling for an inquiry by

sfiledin marrlage law ﬂap

tices but they offered him no' the Minnesota Board on Iudl—'

“cial Standards.

. Minnesota judicial canons

open mind in considering is-
sues” that may come before

them. The judicial standards

board can impose sanctions
for violations.

“There is a formal process

for handling matters like. this
and the justices-will cooperate

fully with that process,” said
Supreme Court spokesman
John Kostouros. “We welcome
the opportunity”

Former Chief Justice Kath-

‘leen Blatz, who figured in the

controversy, issued a statement
reiterating her denial that she
commented on any issue that
could come before the court.
Blatz said she “will cooperate
fully with the process that’s
been laid out to deal with these
matters.” ,
.  PAT DOYLE
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Justices subject of ethics filings

Two complamts made in Johnson case

BY RACHEL E.
STASSEN-BERGER
Pioneer. Pre, : ’

PIONEER PRESS #BR 1 06

Two attorneys — a Minnesota
House member and a crusader
against state Supreme Court
rules — filed separate ethics
complaints Friday against mem-
- bers of the high court and a for-
mer chief justice regarding com-
ments Senate Majority Leader
Dean Johnson made about them.

The . complaints, filed . with
the Board on Judicial Standards
and the Lawyers Board of Pro-
fessional Responsibility, ques-
tion whether justices violated
the Supreme Court canon by
talking to Johnson about the
1997 state law that bans gay
marriage.

The complaints add anc_)ther
twist to a tale that began three
months ago: -

Johnson, DFL-Willmar, had
said in January that he received
assurances from justices that
they would not “touch” the 1997
law, which defines marriage as
between one man and one
woman. At that time, he said he
had talked to two justices with
the last name of Anderson —
there are three Andersons on the
court — and former Chief Justice
Kathleen Blatz about the law. .

After an audio recording of
‘his remarks was disclosed pub-
licly last month, Johnson said
he had conversations about the
law with justices but received
no guarantee about its fate as it
relates to the debate over
amending the state constitution
to ban gay marriage.

Current Chief Justice Russell

Anderson and Blatz have said
they never had such talks with
Johnson. Anderson also said no
Supreme Court justice —
including Justices G. Barry
Anderson and Paul Anderson —
has talked with Johnson about
the law. v

As a result of an ethics com-
plaint against Johnson, the Sen-

ate ethics committee investigat-
ed whether Johnson broke Sen-

‘ate rules-through his comments.

It dismissed the complaint after
he publicly apologized on the
Senate floor Monday.

But the ethics committee, in
part because members did not
want to have to call Supreme

Court justices to testify before .

them, did not attempt to deter-
mine whether Johnson had any
conversations  with justices
~ about the law.

“The question remains, Who

VlEs/teng the truth?” Rep. Tom

mmer, a Delano ‘Republican

‘and an attorney, said in his com-

plaint:
“The entire event has cast a

shadow over the judiciary,” Gold- *

en Valley attorney Greg Wersal
said in his complaint. “The pub-
lic needs to know if judges on

~ our highest. court have engaged

in unethical conduct by giving
pledges, promises, assurances or
mere hints as to how they would
rule on an issue likely to come
before the court.”

Through a spokesman, John-
son said he had no comment.

- On Dbehalf of the court,
spokesman John Kostouros
said: “There is a formal process
for handling matters like this,
and the justices will cooperate
fully with that process. We wel-
come the opportunity.”

Blatz also pledged to cooper-
ate with the process. She previ-
ously said it would be “highly
unethical” for her to comment
on, or offer assurances about,
an issue that could come before
the court. ‘

“It just never happened,” she
said.

But Johnson has mamtamed
he has had conversations with
justices about the 1997 law, and
last week, his attorney said
there were witnesses to those
conversations. »

Emmer said that he made his
complaint out of what he called
his “childish idealism.”

Russell
Anderson

i Dean
.lohnsop

“This is not about a senator.

This is about the Minnesota

Supreme Court,” said Emmer.
“It is about the integrity of the
court, period.”

- He said he had not known
that Wersal also had filed a
complaint Friday.

- Wersal, an unsuccessful

Supreme Court candidate, has

had his differences with the
high court before. He and the
Minnesota Republican Party
challenged the state rules that
restricted judicial candidates’
ability to air their views on “dis-
puted legal or political issues.”
In 2002, a divided U.S. Supreme
Court struck down those rules.
In most cases, complaints
like Emmer’s and Wersal’s
would not be public. Emmer
released his to a reporter when
asked about it. Wersal faxed his
to members of the news media.
Both the judicial standards

and the lawyers boards keep

such complaints private unless
officials decide there is a need
for public discipline.

David Paull, executive secre-
tary of the judicial standards
board, would not discuss Fri-
day’s case but did run through
the board’s general — and
largely private — procedures.

When it receives a com-
plaint, the 10-member board
first decides whether there is
sufficient cause to pursue it.
That step alone could last three
months. If there’s cause, the
board’s options include investi-
gating and deciding on disci-
pline.

A judge could reject any pro-
posed discipline and ask for a

_hearing. Then the board would

forward a formal complaint —
and the judge’s response — to

the Supreme Court, which

would appoint a hearing panel.

Because Friday’s complaints
are about Supreme Court jus-
tices, the chief judge of the Min-
nesota Court of Appeals would
receive any formal complaint
and appoint the hearing panel.

Betty Shaw, acting director
of the lawyers board, described
similarly complicated rules that
govern her board’s. complaint
process. Its first step is to
review a complaint to see
whether the allegations
involved are true and in viola-
tion of lawyers’ ethical rules. If
that is the case, volunteer com-
mittees investigate the allega-
tions to find out if, in fact, they
are true and in violation of ethi-
calrules. L

If there is a violation, the
board then decides whether the
violation merits discipline and,
if so, what kind.

The tlmlng of the entire
process varies greatly, said
Shaw, who did not discuss any
specifics of Friday’s case.

* This is not the first time
ethics complaints have been
leveled against Supreme Court
justices.

In 1983, the Board on Jud101al
Standards launched an investi-
gation into Associate Supreme
Court Justice John J. Todd.
Todd was accused of cheating

" 'while taking the Florida bar

examination.. Todd took the
Florida bar exam because he
had hoped to practice law there
when he retired. A test monitor
discovered the associate justice
using books.

Todd resigned: from the
Supreme Court in 1985, three
days before a hearing during
which he could have been
removed from the bench.

Shannon Prather contributed

to this report.

Rachel E. Stassen-Berger can be
reached at rstassen-berger@
pioneerpress.com.
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Legislators get down to serious fiscal business

® Amid all the budget matters, House and Senate members also
considered the Gophers stadium. Meanwhile, Sen. Dean Johnson’s,
apology doesn't end the debate over who ta]ked to Whom

STAR TRIBUNE APR 2 ‘06
By CONRAD deFIEBRE
cdefiebre@startribune.com

With the passage of the session’s
first deadline for'committee action
on bills last week, legislators got down
to some serious taxing and spending
fiscal business. They also found time
to dream of a football stadium on the
University of Minnesota campus.

After a flare-up of a session-long
skirmish between two senior GOP

fiscal hawks vying for the same con-

gressional seat, the House passed a

supplemental budget ceiling of $88 -

yﬂlion. Rep. Phil Krinkie, the Taxes
" YCommittee chairman, helped bring
down the first version of the measure
sponsored by Ways and Means Chair-

1 Jim Knoblach, but it passed with a
minor change three days later. Krinkie
and Knoblach are both candidates for

the Sixth Congressional District seat. F6m Emmer of Delano, filed ethics -
The resolution calls for less than .

* half the supplemental spending of
the $197 million proposed by Gow.
- Tim Pawlenty.

Meanwhile, the Senate Taxes Com-
mittee churned out a plan to trim the
burden on married couples and mid-
dle-class earners snared by the alter-
native minimum tax, funded by in-
creasing the bite on folks making
more than $180,000 a year. Chair-
L Larry Pogemiller, DFL-Minne-

apolis, said it’s revenue-neutral, but

Pawlenty won’t support that kind of

tax tradeoff. ' g ‘
Capitol hearing rooms were awash

in maroon and gold as House and

Senate panels approved an increased
state contribution of $235 million
over 25 years toward a Gophers foot-
 ball stadium. Transfer of 4/ square
" miles of university land to the state
for a nature preserve is a new feature
of the deal.

d desplte Majority Leader Dean

ohnson s terse apology on the Senate
floor, the controversy over his taped
statements about Supreme Court jus-
tices and the state’s marriage laws just
won’t go away. Amid hints that the ju-
rists, their denials notwithstanding,
may actually have chatted with the
Willmar DFLer, court, gadfly Greg
Wersal, along with Republican Rep.
complaints against them. '

Wersal, a Republican activist Who
made his name championing judg-
es’ rights to free speech all the way

‘to the U.S. Supreme Court, says he

never meant they should talk about
issues that might come before them.

““Such conduct would be unethical,”

he said, “The public deserves some
answers.”

'

. Conrad deFiebre ¢ 651-222-1673

\

JIM MONE - Associated Press

SIGNS OF THESE LEGISLATIVE TIMES People on both sides of the same-sex

‘marriage issue demonstrated Monday outside the Minnesota Senate chambers,

where Senate Majority Leader Dean Johnson later apologized for remarks he
made to a group of pastors about conversations-with justices on the issue.



When medical devices fail

Medical implants sometimes face recalls, but who should pay?

By Bao OnG

egislators agree that implanted medical
Ldevices contribute to quality of life for

countless numbers of people. They also
agree that manufacturers are only human
and make mistakes. But when these devices
fail — as has been the case for some products
from Minnesota-based companies Medtron-
ic and Guidant — who ends up paying for
the costs remains a point of contention.

* Rep. Tony Cornish (R-Good Thunder),
sponsor of HF3422, believes manufacturers
carry that burden. His bill would “require
manufacturers of certain recalled implantable
devices to be financially responsible for
medical costs associated with removing and
replacing the recalled device.”

“You don’t have to convince me these
devices are important,” said Cornish. “We’re
thinking about when something goes wrong
and who pays for it.” Cornish said it should
not be the consumer.

The House Health Policy and Finance
Committee was divided March 24 on which

In 1999, Peterson said she had a near death
experience in the Rocky Mountains. She was
14,000-feet in the air when her heart became
enlarged. She suffered a heart attack and had
asurgery resulting in an implanted Medtronic
cardioverter and pacemaker.

On Valentine’s Day 2000, Peterson’s
husband read in the Mankato Free Pressthather
implanted device was

[9R

placed on patients and the health care system,
Hauser said. He added that manufacturers
were not being asked to pay for “unreasonable
costs” and “those infrequent random failures,
which inevitably occur with any medical
product.”

For Don Gerhardt, president and chief
executive officer of Medical Alley/MNBIO,
the bill could create a chilling effect on the
industry in Minnesota. Gerhardt said the
Food and Drug Administration is already
working on regulations at the federal level.

It would also affect smaller companies that
could not take the financial losses a bigger
company can afford, Gerhardt noted. He said
that of the more than

defective. The couple
said Medtronic was
unresponsive to their
questions. Peterson’s
physician eventually
replaced the device.

“When you depend on the device for your
life, you depend on the quality.”

— Dr. Robert Hauser, a senior

consulting cardiologist at the

Minneapolis Heart Institute

35,000 Minnesotans
employed by medical
technology companies
in Minnesota, the
majority are small
companies attempting

But from December
2004 until June 2005, Peterson was being
monitored for a possible defect because of a
wire in a ventricle of her heart. It was replaced
in June 2005 but the defective wire, although
turned off, was left inside. She said it is not
known how many wires can beléft in a human
heart and that one out 100 patients die when
a wire is removed from the heart.

party should absorb that
burden and decided to
lay over the bill for more
work. A companion bill
(SF3266), sponsored
sby Sen. Julie Rosen

“We’re thinking about when something
goes wrong and who pays for it.”

“We owned a
1995 Ford Windstar
van with more recalls
than any other van
on the market at the
time. We were notified

—Rep. Tony Cornish

(R-Fairmont), awaits action by the Senate
Health and Family Security Committee.

If the bill passes, manufacturers would pay a
patient’s entire medical bill, including the cost
of the replacement device; procedures related
to removing, replacing and disposing the
replacement; any other medical costs associated
with the removal and replacement of the device;
and up to $100,000 in health complication costs
connected to the recalled device.

Susan M. Peterson only wishes she had that
option.

20 Session Weekly

by the manufacturer of the numerous
recalls and Ford paid for the complete costs
involved,” said Peterson. She said companies
like Medtronic “create wonderful products
to improve and protect the quality of life for
many people” but that those manufacturers
should have the same responsibility. _
Dr. Robert Hauser, a senior consulting
cardiologistat the Minneapolis Heart Institute,
said current law allows manufacturers a “free
ride.” The costs from recalled devices are

to remain competitive
in an increasingly global marketplace.
Susan Alpert, Medtronic senior vice
president and chief quality and regulatory
officer, said the bill drastically changes the
rewards and risks for smaller manufacturers.
Alpert also said there is a clear consensus that
the benefits far outweigh the risks.
e Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano) sides with
Alpert. He asked the testifiers where patients

would be without such technology. Hauser

said, “When you depend on the device for
your life, you depend on the quality.” Emmer
was also concerned thatlawyers might broadly
interpret the law for litigation. -

Still, it was not a clear-cut position for all
committee members. For Rep. Fran Bradley o
(R-Rochester), the lack of support from the
medical community caused doubts about the
bill, he said.

e However, Rep. Barb Goodwin
(DFL-Columbia Heights) said the problem
may be best solved by spending money on
effective products and addressing defective

devices.
il

March 31, 2006
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Wergin

Sen. Betsy Wergin, R-Princeton, is our rea

The former township officer of six years a
issues without meddling into local affairs.

She understands there’s a fine line but does:
We're thankful she is aware there is too muy
and Elk River pay a price for this in their eff

efforts into this endeavor for the benefit of]

‘Her conservative values combined with he
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NORTHLAND MEDICAL CENTER

Top of Page

Star News / Weekender
506 Freeport Avenue - Suite A
Elk River, MN 55330

Voice: 763-441-3500

Fax: 763-441-6401

Home Page
News

Sports
Mainstreams
Obituaries

Weddings/Births/
Engagements

Opinions

Police Report
Happenings
Weekender

School Honor Rolls
Archive/Search
Public Notices

Classified Ads
Order Classifieds
Automotive Guide
Real Estate Guide
Restaurant Guide
Advertising Info
Subscribe

Submit News
Contact Us

Capitol Roundup

SportsPrepZone
Hometown Source

40f 6 11/20/2006 10:47 AM




Editorial - Star News: News Staff Endoresements http://www.erstarnews.com/2006/October/3 1staffendorsements.html

This has to change and it will take teamwor,
legislators have been put on notice they h

A constitutional amendment, though terrily
with roads and pushing into the 21st cen

Tveite has kept all his options open to effe¢
is 20 or 25 cents. His sentiment is fine, b
issue of transportation gridlock and pushin,
backer who always reminds folks of the stat
through and counters what’s wrong with op

Tveite has equity on his radar and a pet pr¢
early childhood is not sexy or the stuff of re-
show for every $1 put into early childhood r
endowment to assist.

Tveite’s other areas of concern also inclu
seek bonding for a regional crime lab for Sh
crimes and increase chances of getting conp

He has an uphill battle, because Hackbart
and users of ATVs.

As chair of the Environment and Natural
dramatically reduce mercury emissions fr
consideration.

Hackbarth must be commended for his effp
genuine help whereas with others it has b

Hackbarth also advanced a constitutional
it fell victim to the Senate leadership. The ¢
version of the proposal and stand his groun

Hackbarth bent more than those in the S
outdoors and Minnesotans everywhere.

We were dismayed to learn from Hackba;

The House District 48A legislator warns t
matters. We agree with Hackbarth that it

We want to regain our status as a gatewa;

Peppin

Joyce Peppin, R-Rogers, was impressive i
Grace Baltich in 32A.

She was the only freshman named to a vi
finance committee, which oversees a $1 b

We see her biggest accomplishment include
in Rogers, writing a bill on a proposed Brog
area contingent that desperately needs he
heading into the next session as it relates tp

The Rogers legislator can also be credited
issue of a school district split to a vote. Th

The school district can deal with key issu

3of6 _ 11/20/2006 10:47 AM
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Amy Koch

After sitting through an hour-long intervie}
year. She took over for Sen. Mark Ourada

She was quickly the chief author of a bill a
confident this senator, if elected, is not do

Koch secured $1.8 million for flood mitiga

She’s advocating for the transportation ame
Highway 25 in Monticello. She wasn’t a fa
success.

Koch served her country as a Russian ling
Monterey, Calif., and was later awarded fo
Security Agency.

Her opponent, DFLer Todd Ketchel is pro
Mark Olson
Mark Olson, R-Big Lake, who is being chal

Olson, who works outside the stereotypica
the American Heritage Act and a bill desig

While these were not revolutionary measu
hooked up the bandwagon to rid the state
issues like unfunded mandates and social

Despite his unorthodox ways, Olson is so

Huhtala, who would provide a stronger vo
candidate from two years ago.

Another toss-up
We were less impressed with Rep. Tom En

He is easily the favorite to win. We apprec
issues less important to the district than ox

We see promise in Chris Brazelton to offer
also has a wealth of experience and knowld

Dan Tveite has slight edge

Transportation ills and more effective fund
candidates seeking your vote.

Dan Tveite, a 16-year resident of Elk River
these fronts. We believe should upset a goq
since Stephanie Klinzing was a state legisla

Tveite, in seeking the House District 48A
and get the attention this area deserves.

As it stands now Highway 169 and Highw.
They’re not even mentioned in long-range

20f6 11/20/2006 10:47 AM
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Jungbauer-Starr race tough to call
Perhaps, the most vulnerable candidate o

Mike Starr, who ran unsuccessfully agains
48 senator.

The Oak Grove DFLer has charged that Ju 1 3 nnesota Senate
after an ethics committee found the first-t : ,

2004, has overstated his involvement in St
campaign finance violations that have resy

The ethics complaint in 2004 was filed by

We at the Star News have not welcomed th
it has, unfortunately, been perfected.

We have not concluded that Jungbauer lag
senators, he is the least notable.

Officials throughout Elk River he has work
Bethel attended Moody Bible Institute and
the environmental sciences.

This past year he wrote a bill that passed i
systems within 10 months of receiving notj
with the law.

Jungbauer also co-wrote a piece of anti-d
drug paraphernalia. The bill was removed {

Starr clearly has a desire to represent this
satisfied with Jungbauer’s low profile. In h
but visibility is an important attribute. Esp

Our sources tell us Jungbauer has not met|
willingness to dig in and roll up his sleeves,

He’s interested in freezing property taxes
that has promise.

As a former St. Francis School Board mem
districts with unfunded mandates and the

We feel the retired military veteran with 21
Dakota Army National Guard would could|

He has a criminal justice degree from Ming

lof6 11/20/2006 10:47 AM



' Immigrant health care
Hgse is bill’s target

TF46.29

BY MARTIGA LOHN

committee also was slated to

PIONEERPRESSE MARs29 06 ()crc())};;ider a proposal from Rep.

The = Minnesota  House
already voted to make police
help federal immigration
authorities find illegal immi-
grants. Now, a House lawmaker
wants to make county employ-
ees turn in unauthorized aliens
if they try to get subsidized
health care.

i

expand the use of status checks
for immigrants who apply for
Medical Assistance, General
Assistance Medical Care and
MinnesotaCare. If someone
came up as illegal, the county or
state employee would have to
report the person to the U.S. Cit-
izenship and Immigration Ser-
- vices.

~ Bradley said he’s trying to
challenge a “don’t tell” attitude
among human services depart-
ments statewide. Under current
policy, he said, human services
employees can’t report an ille-
gal immigrant unless they have
that person’s written permis-
sion. ]

“My view would be that we
all have a responsibility to
uphold the law,” he told the
House Health Policy and
Finance Committee Tuesday.

Several of the panel’s Democ-

rats e appalled.
{/R%Cp?r Barb Goodwin, DFL-
Columbia Heights, said the bill

reminded her of a “police state.” ‘

“We are going to have more
individuals, misinformed or not,
believing that the moment they
come into an ER that theyre

vrgqg‘ng to be taken away,” Rep.
eva Walker, DFL-Minneapolis.

Bradley said the
already doesn’t cover health
care for illegal immigrants
except in emergencies and for
pregnancy, labor, delivery and
postpartum care, and the bill

+wouldn’t change that. But the

\/B/The bill from Rep. Fran
radley, R-Rochester, would "

Emmer, R-Delano, that
would cut off prenatal and post-
partum ‘care for unauthorized
immigrants.

In Hennepin County, the
state’s most populous, the pro-
posal wouldn’t significantly
affect human services workers
because they usually don’t deal
with illegal immigrants, who
don’t qualify for most programs.

“They just don’t come in,”
said ‘Bill Brumfield, who over-
sees eligibility in the county’s
human services and public
health department.:

But in rural Nobles County,
the proposed change could
erode the relationship between
a population of Hispanic immi-
grants who don’t speak English
and Nobles County Family Ser-
vices, said director Lee McAllis--
ter.

He said many of those immi-
grants just wouldn’t come in to-
talk about their eligibility.

“That’s one of the safeties
they have right now with us —
they know they can come in
here and we’re not required to
report them. In fact, we’re not
supposed to,” he said.

The House health panel,
which Bradley heads, didn’t
vote on his proposal but may
wrap it into a larger committee
bill. -

state -
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elfare policy
rofFERIRRAISSEnt o

Tempers- flared Monday
when the Minnesota House
debated a welfare waiting peri-
od for new Minnesota residents.

Lawmakers passed the bill
94-37 after amending it t0 pro-

\

using their electronic benefit
cards to buy cigarettes or alco-
hol, and charging them transac-
tion fees to cover the cost.
Several Democrats said the
move was mean-spirited and
punished the poor. ’
he bill from Rep. Tom
mmer, R-Delano, would give 60
percent of general assistance to
new childless residents for their
first ‘90 days in the state. After
that, they could get the full ben-
efit: a maximum of $203 monthly
for single adults, $260 for child-
less couples..
“It's not about picking on

* anyone,” Emmer said. “This is

all about what’s in the best
interest for everyone in the
state of Minnesota, not just a
certain segment.” ‘
But the bill has no counter-
part in the Senate, which

l‘hibit welfare recipients from ]

lessens its chances of becoming .

law.

An amendment from Rep.
T Sertich, DFL-Chisholm,
0ok some of the sting out of the
waiting. period; it would allow
veterans, the mentally ill, peo-
ple with disabilities and dis-
placed homemakers to get full
benefits immediately.
—Associated Press

.




/Limits on welfare beneflts

1 for newcomers advance
STARTRIBUNE APR 6 '06
- The House Ways and Means Com-
. mittee overruled DFLers’ ob]ectlons
Wednesday and passed a bill that
. would make some new Minnesotan
residents wait three months to get
* full welfare benefits.
1/{Zl?‘he legislation from Rep. Tom
‘LEmmer, R-Delano, would provide 60
. percent of general assistance to new
“childless residents for their first 90
days. After that, they could get the -
full amount — the maximum benefit
is $203 monthly for single adults and .
- $260 for married couples. . '
- The bill passed on a divided voice -
vote in the Republican-controlled
committee. Its next stop is the House
floor. ) T _ _
DFLers said the proposal could
force the state into ‘costly litigation
_and, if enacted, would cause finan-
cial hardship for vulnerable people .
including battered women, veterans,
 the mentally ill and disabled. =
' ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Proposed bill would add
more strings to getting
eminent domain approved

ERIC HAGE“ o SUN FOGUS
/The Fifth Amendment pertains to the rules of trial

=

hearings not just for criminal cases, but for civil cases
as well, most notably the taking of land for pubhc use.

The process of a government taking one's land for
"public use" . is called eminent domain. The, ,
Constitution says this cannot happen without Just
cause and compensation.

Some lawmakers and private c1t1zens believe the
intent of the law was to only take land for public pur-
poses such as roads, schools, hospitals or government

Ve SN S P

e a

’Fﬁonstltutlonal rlghts verSusthe puhlle good

buildings, and in worst-case scenarios, also to redevel-
op blighted properties. Proponents of a plan to change
eminent domain law say that local governments have
abused their rights in some cases, allowing multi-mil-
lion-dollar private development projects to overtake
land owned by the common citizen.

e This belief will lead Rep. Jeff Johnson,

" RIGHTS: TO PAGE 4
A

-Plymouth,

RIGHTS: FroM PAGE 1

. L[]
and Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook, to intro-
duce bills in the Minnesota House and
Senate this spring that would increase
oversight of the use of eminent domain.

"We're talking about one of the most
fundamental rights of this nation, own-
ing a piece of property," Johnson said.
"This law doesn't have to be tweaked; it
needs to be changed significantly."

The House Civil Law Committee held
a three-hour hearing Jan. 11 to receive
feedback from both sides. The bills
would be introduced no earlier than
March 1, the first day that the
Minnesota Legislature is scheduled to
convene in 2006.

One thlng both sides agree on is that
the main concern is the transaction of
land between two private landowners
when the first owner is unwilling to sell
(not the transaction from a private
owner to a public entity such as a school
or city).

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled last
June in the Kelo vs. City of New
London, Connecticut case that local gov-
ernment officials could transfer land
from-a private owner to a private land
developer if the development could cre-
ate 'a financial boom. The Supreme

Court said it did not matter that 10 prop-
erties.to be razed in the case were not

blighted according td state law.

The court added, however, that some

states have stricter eminent domain
laws than the federal government and
this ruling does not preclude a state
from defining "public use" in its own
view. That is why some Minnesota law-
makers are reviewing the existing law.
Opponents of the proposed bill, most-
ly local government officials, said peo-
ple are over-reacting to the Kelo ruling

‘and they claim that the bill would tie

down all eminent domain proceedings.
"Despite the public outcry, Kelo didn't

create any new laws; it reaffirmed what

was already in place," said Tom

" Grundhoefer, general counsel for the

League of Minnesota Cities (LMC).

A public hearing would be required
regardless if the project were for a road
or a privately owned strip mall. Local
governments currently vote to begin the

‘eminent domain process at public meet- -

ings, but public hearings require legal
notification of all affected properties
along with notification of the rest of the
community in a local newspaper. -
Another new provision of the bill is
that any time the local government

authority loses an eminent domain case.

it must pay the legal costs of the affect-
ed landowner.
Don Theisen, Washlngton County

Engineer and a member of - the -

Minnesota County Engineers
Association Board of Directors, said
these stricter provisions would halt
development and that higher legal fees

‘would affect landowners.

"You're balancing the rights of prop-
erty owners and what they think is fair
and the obligation (local government

‘officials) have to the taxpayer as a

whole," Theisen said.

¢ Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, pointed
out that legal fees would only be higher
if - the government loses the eminent
domain case.

"If evaluations were proper (initially)
maybe lawyers wouldn't have to get
involved and defend people who don't
have the power to fight this (eminent
domain) machine," Emmer said.

New Brighton Mayor Steve Larson,

‘ elso a LMC Board of Directors member

and Vice President of the Association of
Metropolitan' -Municipalities, spoke
against the proposal and said transfer-
ring property from one private owner to

another is necessary at times to retain

residents and attract new ones.

"When you look at affordable housing
and senior housing, it's impossible to
imagine doing these projects without a
private developer," he said. "If the belief
is the goal (of government) is to serve

.the greater good, then in some’ cases,

eminent domain is necessary" ::
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Politicizing elections

ep. Tom Emmer’s proposed leg-
islation, supported in Katherine Ker-
sten’s April 10 column, would stop
anyone from voting who doesn’t
have a government-issued picture ID
when voting or a passport, birth cer-
tificate or naturalization document
when registering. If you don’t travel
much, you'd better know where your
birth certificate is, and if you forget
your wallet on Election Day, you're
out of luck.

This legislation would create lon-
ger lines at the polls and would re-
quire more poll workers. Good gov-
ernment groups, like the League of
Women Voters, consistently point
out the dangers that ID require-
ments create. Taxpayer watchdog
groups also point out the high cost
to local and state governments that
these requirements create.

Barriers to voting, similar to Em-
mer’s, were ruled unconstitution-
al in Georgia and are being chal-
lenged in Arizona because the U.S.
Constitution prohibits states from
trying to keep any citizens from
voting through poll taxes or other
schemes.

‘Why do Kersten and Emmer want
to keep some people from voting?
According to Kersten, it’s too easy
to cheat under Minnesota’s system.
But instead of supporting this asser-
tion with hard statistics, she used
anecdotal evidence from Secretary
of State Mary Kiffmeyer. Neither she
nor Kiffmeyer, however, researched
what happened to the cases men-
tioned. Even Emmer has admitted
there is no “rampant voter fraud in
Minnesota.”

The legal questions and increased
taxpayer cost don’t seem to matter
to Kersten or Emmer. The only
things that do are politicizing elec-
tions and polarizing voters.

All Minnesotans should speak
out to defeat this legislation, best
described as “Big Brother meets
Bull Connor.”

MARK RITCHIE, Minneapolis;
DFL secretary of state candidate

~
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Rampant voter fraud? Don’t believe it

® Offargreater concernarethe:
830 000 eligible Minnesotans

didn’t vote in 2004.
QTAR TRIBUNE APR 15 06

© By JOSHUA SCHENCK WINTERS

and BRIDGETTE RONGITSCH

Ifyouread the April 10 column by
Katherine Kersten, you might con-

clude, “There is rampant voter fraud .

at the polls! Ineligibles are voting —
and it’s all too easy!”
~ The good news is that this is not
‘true. The Minnesota Participation
Project, a nonpartisan voter en-
gagement initiative of the Minneso-

ta Council of Nonprofits, has been:

working directly with new and in-
frequent voters. The two of us have
spent more than two years holding
workshops and recruiting commu-
nity groups to encourage people
to vote. We have yet to meet any-
one who wants to vote in the wrong
place, vote twice, or sneak over from

North Dakota to vote in Minnesota.

Instead, we have found genuine
desire and enthusiasm to participate
in democracy. It is inspiring for us to
see so many young people, new citi-
zens, and new voters who are excit-

ed to vote in their first election.
The specter of voter fraud pro-
vokes fear and suspicion from cit-

izens and legislators. But the re-

sponse to this issue should be based
onfacts, not fear.
Obviously, no one wants voter

‘fraud, and the truth is that there is

no evidence of serious voter fraud

. in Minnesota. Here is what we do

know:"

" -e In the entire United States, the
Department of Justice charged 89 in-
dividuals with voter fraud between
October 2002 and August 2005. Dur-
ing that same time period, 196,139,871
voters cast a ballot. This amounts to a
minuscule voter fraud percentage.

e Secretary of State Mary
Kiffmeyer identified “a number” of
cases of voter registration fraud and

voter fraud in Minnesota — but the .

number is actually so small and iso-
lated that it is not mentioned.
Kersten’s solution, a bill au-
red by Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Del-
ano, would require that registering
voters provide a copy of their birth

. certificate, passport or naturaliza-

tion papers. This is not a solution at
all. Minnesota has the highest voter
tUknout rate in the nation — a tradi-

t10n of which we are rightly proud.
Yet despite that status as the lead-
er in voter participation, 830,000
eligible Minnesotans didn’t vote in
2004. This is the real challenge we
face, not sneaky or fake voters.
~This policy change would create
more work for every voter. Each of
us is currently required to reregister
every time we move or have a name
change. How many of the readers of
this article could (or should have
to) produce a birth certificate, pass-
port, or naturalization document if
they were approached on the street
by someone conducting a voter reg-
istration drive? How many readers
would be willing to send a certi-
fied copy of one of these documents
through the mail with their voter

- registration application?

We shouldn’t hassle Minnesotans
for wanting to do the right thing.
Let’s work to build upon our state’s
strong reputation for civic participa-
tion, not diminish it.

Joshua Schenck Winters and Bridgette
Rongitsch coordinate the Minnesota Participa-
tion Project, a nonpartisan, nonprofit voter en-
gagement initiative of the Minnesota Council

“of Nonprofits.
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Stadium land swap appears on track

e Legislators said they doubted that reports of pollution would stop the deal for a new Gophers stadium.

By SUSAN FEYDER
sfeyder@startribune.co:

YASTAR TRIBUNE AR 24 06

Members of the Minnesota House
on both sides of the proposed land
swap for a University of Minneso-
ta stadium subsidy said Sunday that
they don’t believe the disclosure of
pollution problems on the 2,840-
acre parcel will derail the deal.

The Star Tribune reported Sunday

Stadiymmrland swap

<LAND Fn&m\mj/ :

House members who op-
posed the land-for-subsi-
dy trade said Sunday that
the main reason they were
against it was the unconven-
‘tiopal nature of the deal.

Tom Emmer, R-Delano,
said he and some of the 30
House members voted against
the bill because “the state was
only getting property that in
effect it already owned.”

im Knoblach, R-St.
Cloud, said he was troubled
by a provision under which
the university would retain
the right to use some of the
land for research.

“It’s sort of a fictional
transaction,” he said.

The disclosure of the pol-
lution problems might at-
tract more scrutiny to the
proposal in the Senate,
Knoblach said. But he said

fro.

he doubted the pollution issue
alone would keep the proposal
passing.
indy  Greiling,
Roseville, agreed.

“I think we’re programmed

that the land in Dakota County that
the university has offered to share
with the state in exchange for a $235
million stadium subsidy was pollut-
ed by a World War II gunpowder
plant. University officials met last

week with the Army Corps of En-.

gineers to assess the pollution prob-
lem.

The Gophers stadium plan which
includes the land-for-subsidy provi-

DFL-

sion, overwhelmingly passed the
House this month and awaits Sen-
ate action.

Several House members contact-
ed Sunday said they were already

- aware of possible pollution prob-
‘lems on the land, but did not believe

that state taxpayers would have to
pay for any cleanup. -

“In our negotiations it was our
position that the federal govern-

likely to stay on track

now to have this year be the
Year of the Stadium,” said
Greiling, who voted against
the Gophers stadium bill.

Susan Feyder ¢ 612-673-1723

ment would acknowledge and take
regponsibility” for any cleanup costs,
id Denny McNamara, R-Hastings,

a co-author of the Gophers stadi-
um bill.

" “Itis not our intent [for the state]
to take over anybody’s pollution lia-
bility;” he said.

Land continues: Deal’s ungbnvention-
al nature troubled opponerts. B5 »
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~ Legal Ledger Staff Writer

1wo Republican state legislators

aren’t giving up their effort to

require voters to show photo identifi-
cation at the polls.

* Reps. Tom Emmer of Delano and

Joe Hoppe of Chaska said last week
they have requested a hearing in the
.. Civil Law and Elections Committee for
legislation that would require voters
-to-show picture ID cards issued by a

rI measure

federal, state or tribal government
before castlng their vote.

Emmer, who introduced the bill last
session, said the “proactive legisla-
tion” is needed because the integrity of
America’s voting system is in a “criti-
cal stage.”

- The issue has been brought up in
previous legislative sessions. Critics,

including Senate DFLers, have said .
voter fraud hasn’t been known to.

occur at a level that warrants strlcter
voting requirements. :

Voter ID con»tmued on.page@

Voter ID

Continued from page

~ ® State Sen. John Hottinger, DFL-St.
Peter, is against the idea.

with voter fraud. In fact we’ve long
been a beacon to the rest of the nation

for voter turnout, and it just doesn’t -

make sense to make people jump-

- ate Elections Committee. .

: ‘.blu

Advocacy groups also cr1t1c1zed the

* Beth Fraser, pubhc policy dlrector

'.-_of the Minnesota Alliance for Pro-
- gressive Action, said the expense of.
_ buying proper identification can be a

“Minnesota has not had'a pr obl em - ‘burden for iow-income voters.

It would' also cause problems for

. -senior citizens who no longer drive,
she said.

“That’s not hew democracy is sup-

‘ posed to be Fraser said."
through more hoops when _voting,”"

said Hottinger, a member of the Sen-. |
.. stating their name and affirming that

.-Hoppe said voters without photo ;
xdentlflcatlon can sign an affidavit

.they are the same individual who is
- listed on the voting register.

“We understand that not everyone
carries a driver’s license or student
ID or things of that sort. This bill is
meant to be inclusive so we can
ensure our tradition of high turnout
continues. Allowing for the affidavit
meets that goal,” Hoppe said.

"Last year, photo IDs were among
the recommendations by a bipartisan
panel led by former:President Jimmy
Carter and former Secretary of State
James Baker. _

Voters are required to show photo

identification in Florida, Hawaii, -
Indiana, Louisiana, South Carolina .
and South Dakota.

The issue of voter cards was rekin-
dled in Georgia last week when Gov.
Sonny Perdue signed legislation that
requires a free photo ID card be used
by voters.

The bill revamped an earlier mea-
sure in Georgia that was blocked
when a federal judge said the

" requirement amounted to an uncon-

stitutional poll tax on voters, accord-
ing to an account by The Associated
Press.
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Choosing to fill

House committee approves pharmacists’ right of refusal

By Bao OnG
he House has another balancing act on
T its hands — trying to find a solution to
the clash between patient demands and
pharmacists refusing to prescribe them cer-
tain drugs.

Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano) believes he
has the right answer.

He is the sponsor of HF3032, approved
by the House Health Policy and Finance
Committee March 8. Under his proposal,
pharmacists are prohibited from denying
prescribed drugs or devices to patients except
in certain instances. The bill was sent to the
full House.

“This is a balancing of the liberty of
pharmacists versus the right and necessity
of the patient to get their legally prescribed
medication,” said Emmer. The proposal is a
compromise on his original bill, HF2597, and
has received more all-around support, Emmer
added.

Under the bill, pharmacists would not be
required to fill prescriptions if they have an
objection — ethical, moral or religious — to a
prescribed drug or device.

Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie Memorial
Hospital and Home pharmacist, disagrees with
requiring pharmacists to fill all prescription
requests. He said the number of people
pursuing pharmaceutical careers would
decline if they were made to feel like “second-
class citizens” who couldn’t hold onto their
values and beliefs.

“Can weat the same time think oflegislating
that all Muslim and Jewish

PHOTO BY ANDREW VONBANK

Michael Barrett, a pharmacist with Long Prairie
Memorial Hospital and Home, testifies March
8 before the House Health Policy and Finance
Committee in support of a bill that would allow
pharmacists to refuse to dispense a drug or de-
vice on ethical, moral or religious grounds.

and Barrett disagreed on whether using
certain birth control methods, such as the
morning-after pill, would constitute an
abortion.

butchers must carry pork?”
said Barrett. “I don’t
think this is the place for
government to get into.”
Abortion, always a
contentious issue, came up
almost from the outset.

“It is the duty of pharmacists to
fill prescriptions.”
—Erin Matson, president of the
Minnesota National
Organization for Women

Rep. Mary Ellen Otremba
(DFL-Long Prairie)
said under current law,
pharmacists can already
refuse prescriptions for
abortion issues. But
Barrett said the threshold

Rep. Barb Goodwin
(DFL-Columbia Heights) said the bill could
be futile for patients seeking birth control,
especially in cases of rape or incest. Goodwin

16 Session Weekly

of pregnancy is not clearly

defined in Minnesota.
Meanwhile, Rep. Cy Thao (DFL-St. Paul)
questioned whether there was even a need for

“It’s a balanced approach that
addresses the needs of the patient and
the needs of the pharmacist, personally

and professionally,”
— Todd Sorenson, president-elect of
the Minnesota Pharmacists Association

the bill. He said patients denied prescriptions
today already go to other pharmacies or
sources.

Todd Sorenson, president-elect of the
Minnesota Pharmacists Association, said
the bill would be a proactive step. “It’s a
balanced approach that addresses the needs of
the patient and the needs of the pharmacist,
personally and professionally,” said Sorenson.
“Thisissue, for the pharmacists association, is
not about abortion. It’s about balancing values
and balancing access.”

Others, like Erin Matson, believe the
doctor-patient relationship should determine
if a prescription is in order. “It is the duty
of pharmacists to fill prescriptions,” said
Matson, president of the Minnesota National
Organization for Women. “Itis the duty of this
committee to rise above militant, unscientific
personal beliefs about birth control.”

Another clause would allow pharmacists to
deny patients prescriptionsif the drug or device
was out of stock. But the pharmacist would
have to offer alternatives, such as locating
another pharmacy with the prescription in
stock. Rep. Tim Wilkin (R-Eagan) said this
could still be an issue for Catholic hospitals,
which may not want any part in aiding an
abortion.

Both Republicans and Democrats said the
words “timely” and “reasonable” used to
describe how pharmacists would help patients
if their prescriptions are denied — could be
troublesome.

Under the bill, pharmacists can also refuse
to provide prescriptions if they determine a
drug or device would cause medical problems
for a patient or if payment is not received.

A companion bill, SF2647, sponsored by
Sen. Sheila Kiscaden (DFL-Rochester), awaits
action by the Senate Health and Family
Security Committee.

March 10, 2006
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Let’s be friends

The Legislature looks to get along in 07

By Brian Voerding
Winona Daily News

Sure, there’s the impor-
tant task of passing a budget
when the Minnesota Legisla-
ture convenes next month,
the money that’will keep
every state department run-
ning for the next two years.

Snooze.

How interesting the 2007
session is will be defined by

this: will lawmakers get
along?
Bipartisan  cooperation

has been a talking point for
Democrats, who took control
of the House and widened
their majority in the Senate
in the November elections.

While DFL lawmakers
now have the numbers to
pass bills regardless of
Republican opposition, they
say they’re more interested
in working together and set-
ting a new tone in the state-
house. Sessions have been
marked by bitter partisan-
ship in recent years, includ-
ing the 2005 session that
caused a partial government
shutdown.

Only time will tell
whether relationships next
year will be collegial, if not

congenial, although a pauci-
ty of controversial issues
could help. Some legislators,
though, already have high
hopes for cooperation across

party lines.
Winona’s DFL Sen.-elect
= Sharon Erickson Ropes

pointed to this year’s fresh-
man orientation as an early
sign that teamwork is a high

© Copyright 2006 WINONA DAILY NEWS
All Rights Reserved.
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See PREVIEW, page 3A
STATE POLITICS,
LOCAL IMPACTS

This is the sixth in a series of
stories exploring some of the
top issues the Minnesota
Legislature will likely deal with
when it convenes Jan. 3,
what local legislators think
and how the bills wouid hit
home. Previous stories can be
found at www.winona
dailynews.com.
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Transpurtation

Bipartisan cooperation
Buzlget and projected surpius

priority. The orientation, both
bicameral and bipartisan, was
a first for the Legislature.
Democrats sat next to Repub-
licans. House members sat
next to senators.

“It’s an indicator of an
effort to reach out to every-
one,” Ropes said. “You get to
know your colleagues as peo-
ple, because we’re all new,

going through the same
process.”

And, Ropes said, they all
got along just fine.

The new majority leader in
the Senate, Larry Pogemiller
of Minneapolis, has purposely
kept a lower profile than pre-
vious majority leaders and
says he wants to keep the
Senate focused on issues
instead of partisanship.

“I hope to set the Senate

38 0f48
Account: 19708 (251)

s Leader,

back to its roots,” Pogemiller
said in an interview earlier
this month. “Same intensity,
more bipartisan efforts.”

The assistant majority
leader in the Senate, Tarryl
Clark of St. Cloud, echoed his
sentiments.

“We hope to come out not
with Democrat bills, but with
Senate bills,” she said in an
interview earlier this month.

House Deputy Minority
’Tom Emmer, R-
Delano, said he thinks House
represenﬁatwes will get along
fine, as long as they’re willing
to separate disagreements
from their individual beliefs
and realize theyre at the
Capitol to do a job.

“If we can get past personal
feelings, it'll work,” he said.
“Decisions need to be made for
the greater good, whether
they agree with one side of the
aisle or not.”

Longtime

Rep. Gene

s Pelowski, DFL-Winona, has

seen it all in his 20 years as a
legislator and said he’s hope-
ful that next year will mark a
new trend. As speaker pro
tem of the House, he plans to
use his influence to bring the
same values of nonpartlsan-
ship that he uses in his model
legislature program for high
school students.

*“1 thml;e(ta.lks of coopera-
tion) are real, and hopefully
something l;hat will permeate
everything,” Pelowski said. -

Emmer, who is one of only
49 Repubhcans in the 134-
member House, said he hopes
the pre-session talk will hold
true after the Legislature con-
venes Jan. 3, noting that the
Republican minority doesn’t
have much of a choice.

“They can do this with or
without us.”

"TENSION
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Bill would require voters to present photo ID

Minnesota should join sev-
en other states in requiring vot-
ers to present a photo ID before
casting a ballot, two Republi-
c\?gislato,rs said Thursday.

tate Reps. Tom Emmer

Delano and Joe Hoppe of-

Chaska want election law
changed so that voters must
prove their identity by bring-
ing a government-issued pic-
ture identification card to the

polls. If they don’t have a driv-

er’s license, a passport or an-

other official ID, they would be

“able to sign an affidavit swear-

ing to their identity.

They said the bill isn’t in re-
sponse to any particular cases
of voter fraud in Minnesota.

“We’re not going to wait un-
til we have a problem,” Emmer
said. 1
Hoppe said it’s an issue of

mamtammg public confidence
in elections.

But Beth Fraser, public pol-
icy director for the Minneso-
ta Alliance for Progressive Ac-
tion, said the proposal would
make voting tougher, especial-
ly for the homeless or people
'who no longer drive.

“IfIlose my wallet, I lose my

1 o vote,” she said.
Sen. John Hottinger, DFL-St.

Peter, said the bill could cause
longer lines at the polls and dis-
courage voting.

“Minnesota has not had a
problem with voter fraud,” he
said. “In fact, we’ve long been"
a beacon to the rest of the na-
tion for voter turnout and it just
doesn’t make sense to make
people jump through more
hoops when voting.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS
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.2 Republican lawmakers

push voter ID legislation

Legislators’ effort aims to pre-empt fraud

BY BRIAN BAKST
PIONEER-RRESS RIAN 27 06

' Minnesota should join seven
other states in requiring voters
to present a photo ID before
‘casting a ballot, two Republican
;la:?akers said Thursday.

. LState Reps. Tom Emmer of
Delano, and Joe Hoppe of Chas-
’ka want election law changed so
voters must prove their identity
by bringing a government-
issued picture ID card to the
polls. If they don’t have a dri-
wver’s license, passport or anoth-
er official ID, they would be able
to sign an affidavit swearing to
their identity. .

They said the bill isn’t in
response to any particular cases
of voter fraud in Minnesota.

“We’re not going to wait

until we have a problem,”
Emmer said.

Hoppe said it’s an issue of
maintaining public confidence
in elections. '

They held a news conference
to detail the bill on the same day
Georgia Gov. Sonny Perdue
signed a new voter identifica-
tion law in that state. A previ-
ous Georgia law to require
photo ID was blocked by a fed-
eral judge, who said it amount-
ed to an unconstitutional poll
tax because some people could-
n’t afford to buy a state ID.

The Minnesota lawmakers
said they believe their bill takes
those concerns into account.

But Beth Fraser, public poli-
cy director for the Minnesota
Alliance for Progressive Action,
said the proposal would make

voting tougher, especially for |

the homeless or people who no
longer drive.

“If I lose my wallet, I lose my
right to vote,” she said.

Sen. John Hottinger, DFL-St.
Peter, said the bill could cause
longer lines at the polls and dis-
courage voting.

“Minnesota has not had a
problem with voter fraud,” he
said. “In fact, we’ve long been a
beacon to the rest of the nation
for voter turnout, and it just
doesn’t make sense to make
people jump through more
hoops when voting.”

Besides Georgia, the other |

six states with a photo ID
requirement are Florida,
Hawaii, Indiana, - Louisiana,
South Carolina and South Dako-
ta, according to the National
Conference of State Legisla-
tures.
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House approves bill
for voters to show ID

House Republicans pushed
through a bill Tuesday that
would require every Minne-
sota voter, including those al-
ready pre-registered, to pro-
duce a picture ID in order to
vote. The vote was 71 to 62,
largely along party lines.

“We’re the last state in the
union that allows vouching,”
by which voters can regis-
ter on election day without
an ID if another registered
voter in the precinct vouch-

js for them, said Rep. Tom
Emmer, R-Delano, sponsor
of the bill.

Anecdotal reports abound
of possible voting by noncit-
izens or others who are ineli-

gible, Emmer said, and he es- .

timated that “eight out of 10
citizens would say that a pic-
ture ID is reasonable.”
House DFLers argued
that there is almost no proof
of significant voter fraud in
Minnesota and that the mea-
sure was an effort to reduce
participation, particularly
among seniors, college-age
voters, new citizens and mi-

nority members.
“It’s a voter-suppression
Vbi‘ﬂ,” said Rep. Keith Ellison,
DFL-Minneapolis.

The proposal also might
affect hundreds or thousands
of voters who have cast their
ballots in the same precincts
for years, and who are sur-
prised by the demand for a
photo ID, DFLers said.

“If grandma forgets her
purse back at the farm, she
won’t be able to vote,” said
House Minority Leader Matt

t£ntenza, DFL-St. Paul.

The bill has few prospects
for advancing.

The DFL-controlled Sen-
ate has no such bill, and the
House ID bill will not be part
of conference committee de-
liberations, Entenza said.

Republicans removed
from the bill a provision that
would require new regis-
trants, including those who
have moved from one pre-

cinct to another, to produce -

proof of citizenship.
DANE SMITH
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ee to limit

the locatlo 10f strip clubs

bondjng and -;m

aged one breakthrot gh agree-
ment Thursday:no s
near schools or churches

Unless local governments
want them.

An unusual conference
committee convened on
Thursday morning to discuss
a bill that would bar -strip
clubs within about a half-mile
of aschoolor church. -

ep. Tom Emmer, R-Dela-
no, who-was among the con-
ferees, said the bill is really
designed to protect small lo-
cal governments from the ex-
pense of individually drafting
ordinances to prohibit sex-
oriented -entertainment es-
tablishments.

“It can costs thousands of
dollars for.these little cities
and towns,” he said.

ep. Tom Rukavina, DFL-
Virginia, another conferee,

M

clubs :

said that without such legis-
lation, local governments can
find themselves surprised
with such an establishment
against their will.

“We’ve had it happen
where somebody comes in,
says they’re going to set up
a little manufacturing plant
or tobacco shop, and when
they open the doors, it’s a
strip club.” Without an ordi-
nance on the books, local gov-
ernments have little recourse
except to take the business to
court, Rukavina said. “A lot of
them don’t have those kinds
of resources.”

en. Steve Dille, R-Dassel,
sponsored the bill in the Sen-
ate after a strip club opened in
Eden Valley, population 800,
in January. Townspeople have
been struggling since then to
force the club out of business,
including passing an ordi-
nance banning nude dancing.
PATRICIA LOPEZ
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(continued)

Anderson — there are three
Andersons on the court — and
former Chief Justice Kathleen
Blatz about the law.

When an audio recording of
his remarks was publicly dis-
closed, Johnson revised his
account of what happened and
said he received no guarantees.
Current Chief Justice Russell
Anderson and Blatz have said
they never had such talks with
Johnson. Russell Anderson also
said no Supreme Court justice,
“including G. Barry Anderson
and Paul Anderson — has talked
with Johnson about the law.

John Kostouros, Minnesota
Supreme Court spokesman, said
Paull told him “it’s pro forma to
+open up a file on a judge any-

time someone files a complaint.”

“It’s just an acknowledge-
ment that they've received a
complaint of a possible ethics
violation and will look into it,”
Kostouros said.

The initial allegations were
serious ones, said Maury Lands-
man, a University of Minnesota
Law School clinical professor
who specializes in ethics.

“Deciding in advance about a
case to come before you goes to
the heart of the fairness of judi-
cial decision-making,” he said.
“Judges are supposed to decide
on what’s in front of them based
on the arguments and the
facts.”

The fact that the board is
investigating all the Minnesota
Supreme Court justices is
“extremely unusual,” Lands-
man said.

Greg Wersal, a Golden Val-
ley resident and crusader
against state Supreme Court
rules, said he filed the com-
plaint against Blatz and the

three Andersons with both the
Board on Judicial Standards
and the state Lawyers Board of
Professional Responsibility.
The lawyers board declined
earlier this month to take up the
" complaint. The Board on Judi-
cial Standards sent a letter to
Wersal saying it didn’t have
jurisdiction over Blatz, because

. she is no longer a justice, but

agreed to an investigation
against the Andersons, Wersal
said.

Then, at the prodding of the
other person who made the
complaint, state Rep. Tom
Emmer, R-Delano, the board
agreed to expand its investiga-

tion to all seven justices.
Wersal said Saturday he-was
glad the scope had been

widened.

“My concern was if you do an
investigation where they simply
ask, ‘Dean Johnson, did you talk
to Barry Anderson?’ and he says
no, but they don’t ask, “‘Who did
you talk to?’ ” Wersal said.

~be appointed to handle

Still, Wersal said, he doesn’t
have confidence in the investi-
gation.

“One hopes that somebody |

wants to get to the truth here, !

but my concern about the board

is so much of what they do is not
public,” he said. “We need some
transparency.”
Johnson couldn’t be reached
for comment Saturday.
When the Board on Judicial

' oap w [ORP] Lok @O ] )
%g%g SHL,ERSEREEEEE
ESI S o] o ®T
=3 k=l = =B =
= i3 = op A ©w '© =] S8
HuBE SHo8vfBigE 854
=82, BEEZEBEGPSgpls
a8l BTIO: = B s O
255% YEEfzesiirecta
S Ly B = Qﬁwagmwﬂm'ﬁg“
Shey M EE'&)’A‘ =8
Suh e  dfSERTRoy "I
SILB DR E £ o5 g =k
8&8@-“3%;’3"&“?}, 'E*-’*-‘Eg”).
.r:gm R o .
gség"‘ o§§80m8§5338§$
< E"SE—‘:'Um Es2~38g Z IS
Sy 2p- SfpTdEuE3E BT
a8 w6 naS 'arg..:: BEES 888
777 PWQSP%P99%/
1

Standards receives a complaint,

it can dismiss it, conduct an
inquiry or order a public hear-
ing. The board can issue letters
of warning or public reprimand.
In more serious cases, the
Supreme Court can impose pub-
lic censure, removal or involun-
tary retirement.

If the current case reaches
that level, a panel likely would
it,
Landsman said.

Mara H. Gottfried can be reached

at mgottfried@pioneerpress.com
or 651-228-5262.
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State to investigate all 7 justices

® Remar

By PATRICIA LOPEZ
plopez@startribune.com

For what may be the first time in
its 40-year history, the state Board on
Judicial Standards has opened inves-
tigative files on all seven Minnesota
Supreme Court justices, the result of
a complaint that alleges that one or
more of them may have had improp-

STAR %ﬁlé’gﬁ__ﬁn@ﬁ%oépson have led to a Standards Board probe.

er conversations with a leglslator re-
garding Minnesota’s marriage laws.

The board could dismiss the com-
plaint or take disciplinary action
against any or all of the justices.

It launched an investigation of
Chief Justice Russell Anderson and
Associate Justices Barry Ander-
son and Paul Anderson earlier this
month on the basis of complaints

11ed by state Rep. Tom Emmer, R-
Delano, and lawyer Greg Wersal. Ina
follow-up letter, Emmer made clear
that his complaint was not l1m1ted to
those three.

After a preliminary investigation,
the board has now opened files on

Justices Lorie Gildea, an-
son, Helen Meyer and Alan Page.
‘David Paull, executive secretary

of the board, said he could not com-
ment on the specifics.

Board will investigate

all seven 31tt1n

[

< COURTF OM

John Kostouros, spokesman
for the court, said he could not
comment.

Last discipline in 1985

Florida bar exam he had taken
as part of his plans to retire.

Dean Johnson case

The multiple investigations
into the current court arose
from the controversy over

Paull said that when the whether Senate Majority Lead-
board receives a complaint, it ve/Dean]ohnson, DFL-Willmar,

first conducts a preliminary
investigation. After that, it can
dismiss the complaint or go to
an actual investigation.

The board has the authori-
ty to.call witnesses and gath-
er information, Paull said. If it
decides to impose disciplinary
action, it can do so privately.

If the judge in question asks
for a hearing, the matter be-
comes public.

When the process is com-
plete, ‘the board could file a
formal complaint with the Su-
preme Court, which would
then appoint a fact—findmg
panel. If a justice is involved,
the panel would be appointed
by the Court of Appeals.

» There has not been a com-
plamt that resulted in action
against a justice since 1985,
when Justice John Todd re-
signed from the bench days
after a judicial panel conclud-
ed that he had cheated on a

had improper conversations
with one or more justices.

In January, Johnson private-
ly assured a group of pastors
that he had been told by more
than one Supreme Court jus-
tice that the court would not
take up the issue of same-sex
marriages. Such marriages are
prohibited by law, but propo-
nents of a constitutional ban
have insisted that the court

-could at any time overturn
the law.

]ohnson was caught on tape
saying that justices had told

him they would not take up the:

case, in'part because they had
to stand for reelection.
Johnson later disavowed
those statements, saying he
had “embellished” the conver-
sations. But even when he was
called before a Senate ethics
panel, his lawyer maintained
that he did have casual con-
versations with justices about

gjustices

the law. .
At the time, Chief Justice

Anderson said that he had |

questioned his associates and
that no such conversation had
ever taken place. The Supreme
Court operates under a strict
code of judicial canons that
prohibits justices from giv-
ing any indication of how they
might rule on cases.

Johnson apologized to the
Senate, and the ethics panel
closed its investigation without
resolving the basic conundrum
of a chief justice who insisted
that no such conversations had
ever taken place and a senator.
who said they had.

Johnson said  Friday that
he had been informed by the.
board that investigations had
begun but. had no other;con-,

“tact.

Paull said the board gets a
little over 100 written com-
plaints a year regarding judges
and judicial officers. The pro-
cess for resolving such com-
plaints is complex, he said, be-
cause “these are people held to
avery high standard, so there’s
a tremendous amount of due
process mvolved ¥ ’

Patricia Lopeze 651-222-‘1288

“We have opened investigative
files,” he said. “I can’t say more than
tha »

Paull said that neither he nor
his assistant, Deborah Flanagan,
who has been with the board near-
ly since its inception, could recall a
time when investigations had been
opened on all sitting justices.

Court continues: Disciplj action
can be imposed privately. A13 » Y



rg_f)’écial prosecutor sought

® Rep. Emmer wants the Judicial Board to hire one to
investigate the seven state Supreme Court justices.

s AR AU JAY 606

plopez@startribune.com

The legislator who asked
that investigative files be
opened on all seven Minne-
sota Supreme Court justices
now wants the Board on Judi-
cial Standards to hire a special
ator in the case.
ep. Tom Eﬂ!ﬁéﬁ-ﬁ-Dela—
no, said Friday that he made the
request because “I think it will
give more independence and
credibility to the findings.”

The board, charged with
oversight of judicial employ-
ees and judges, opened inves-
tigations on all seven justices
last week to determine wheth-
er any of them had spoken to
Senate Majority Leader Dean
Johnson, DFL-Willmar, about
the state’s marriage laws.

David Paull, executive sec-
retary of the board, said he has
passed Emmer’s request on to
the members. He said that the
board’s rules allow it to employ a
private investigator or other ex-
perts to conduct investigations

but that he doesn’t know wheth-
er that fits with Emmer’s request
for an independent counsel.
Supreme Court officials did
not return calls Friday after-
noon. :
In January, Johnson was se-
cretly taped telling a group
of pastors that he had spoken

with several justices and been -

assured they would not over-
turn the state’s ban on same-
sex marriage.

Proponents of ‘the ban had
been making the case that the
ban could be overturned at any
time and that a constitutional

amendment is needed to make:

the ban permanent.

When the tape surfaced, a
political firestorm erupted,
with Chief Justice Russell An-
derson insisting that no sitting
justice had had such conversa-
tions with Johnson.

Johnson later retreated
somewhat, saying he had “em-
bellished” his recounting of the
conversations. But he continued
to insist that conversations had
occurred, even at a Senate eth-

ics hearing on the matter, and his
lawyer alluded to witnesses.

The ethics panel ultimately
opted to end its inquiry as long
as Johnson apologized for his
role in the incident.

Emmer, an attorney who sits
on the House Civil Law Com-
mittee, said he was disturbed
that there was no attempt to
find who was telling the truth.

“Our country is a country
of laws,” he said. “If you don’t

believe in the judges, in the

courts, where’s the incentive
to follow the law? This is not
about politics. It’s about giving
the court the chance to absolve

itself and restore public trust.” °

If witnesses are called and jus-
tices interviewed, Emmer said,
“one of two things will happen:
The justices will be absolved, or,
if somebody violated a judicial
canon, action will be taken.” If
there is no independent inquiry;
he said, “people will always look
at this issue and think, ‘What do
they have to hide?”

Emmer said he is confident
the board will appoint a spe-
cial prosecutor and conduct
a wide-ranging investigation.
Patricia Lopez « 651-222-1288
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Wlld rlce bill clears House

- By Brad Swenson
Pioneer Political Editor
A bill seen as a first step to
protect native wild rice in Min-
nesota won approval in the
Minnesota House on Monday.
The bill, authored by Rep.

the strains.

» Evaluation of methods
available for-maintaining the
integrity of the strains in Min-
nesota = lakes, rivers . and
streams, including scientific,
regulatory and any other rea-

Frank Moe, DFL-Bemidji, would ® sonable methods the commis-

require the state to study the
current state of Minnesota’s
native wild rice to determine
any threats to its viability and to
report on whether further study
is needed. )

It’s seen as a first step in pro-
tecting Minnesota’s -natural
wild rice from possible contam-
ination from genetically grown

wild rice, which is under study -

by the University of Minnesota.

“Essentially, we’re concerned
about the status of native wild
rice in Minnesota,” Moe said on
the House floor. “This will ask
the Department of Agriculture
and Department of Natural
Resources to accumulate the
information they have available
on  wild rice populations,
‘decline in quality and other
issues, and bring that forward
to us next year and recommen-
dations for a future study.”

The bill calls for the two state
agencies to pool the research
they have now and recommend’
to the Legislature next year if
there is a need for a further,

“more comprehensive study on
the state of two strains of
indigenous wild rice that are
“sacred to the Ojibwe people
and important both historically
and economically to this state.”

The proposed study would
include:

P> Evidence of population
decline in the strains in Min-
nesota lakes, rivers and streams
and, if a decline is found, an
explanation of possible con-
{tributing factors."

" » Arguments for and against

the economic, agronomic, cul-

tural and historical importance

of maintaining the integrity of
2

sioners of agriculture and natu-
ral resources may identify. -

» Recommendations that
address the findings of the
study. 5

e Rep. Tom Emmer R-Delano,
wondered if thé need for the
study came from sportsmen’s
groups or “the sovereigns, the
bands from up north.” He also
asked: “Is there a problem with
the wild rice in the state of Min-

nesota — where is the genesis' -

for this proposed examination?”

‘There is an apparent decline
in favorable habitat for wild
rice, Moe said, which is impor-
tant as duck habitat, spawning
grounds for small-mouth bass
and other fish, as well as a har-
vestable crop for Indians and
non-Indians.

“A lot of the bands of north-
‘ern Minnesota, Indian tribes,
are concerned about the cur-
rent stands of wild rice and
populations,” Moe said. “Some
of them are concerned about
the possibility of the genetically
modified - version of wild rice,
although none have been devel-
oped at this time.”

"Emmer also. asked if Indian -

tribes are involved in the
research.

“Many of my constituents in
north-central Minnesota
some of them are band mem-

bers of the Leech Lake Band of

Ojibwe, some of them aren’t —.

brought this issue to my atten-
tion over the course of the last
couple of years, Moe said. “And
being that I represent that por-
tion of the state, I'm carrying
this forward in the Legislature.”

While the boundaries of the
Leech Lake Reservation encom-

A&

pass several hundred thousand
acres, only 30,00 acres are held
in trust by the band, Moé said.
“However, on that /30,000
acres that Leech Lake holds in
trust, they have a Department of
Natural Resources ... and a staff
person dedicated spec1f1cally to
the maintenance of the native
wild rice stands on that, and

they are looking to work with

the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources and Depart-
ment of Agriculture to study
this more broadly.”

The study will benefit all
users of wild rice, Moe said
ewhen Rep. Karen Klinzing, R-
Woodbury,  asked the Bemidji
DFLer if “the intention of the
study is to preserve this eco-
nomic benefit just for the tnbal
folks in your area.” -

Saying he fished Saturday -

where a wild rice stand will
later grow on Big Lake, Moe said
that the health of native wild
rice stands “is a concern of
everybody in our district.

“Very many people where I
live duck hunt in those areas. .
I think it’s of great concern to
everybody in the district and
many people throughout Min-
nesota,” Moe added.

Klinzing said she was con-

cerned that the study also look

. at'labeling of wild rice, saying
she was surprised to a package
of wild rice labeled as natural
when it was actually cultivated
wild rice from California.

“It had been cultivated, it was-
n’'t wild stuff but it was being
sold under the Minnesota wild
‘rice label,” she said in support
of the bill. “I do think it is an
important part of our heritage,

and it’s a product we can clalm

for our state.”

FEN

¢ Rep. Kurt Zellers, R- Maple
Grove, wanted assurances that
the study won’t be applied to
production agriculture in the
future.

“The only potential challenge,
paddy rice, is also an important
crop,” Moe said. “There might
be some application there in
genetlcally modified rice, but
we’re not addressing that —
only the research done today.”

Moe, in a statement, said that
“wild rice is not only historical-
ly and economically- important
for all Minnesotans, it’s sacred

-to the Ojibwe people. It’s not

only an important food for peo-
ple but is prime fish and duck
habitat. : ‘

“We have a declining wild rice .

- population and we need to take
- sensible steps to make sure our

native strains stay with us for -
the future,” he said.

The bill passed the House 100-
30 and was given a first reading
Tuesday in the Senate and
referred to the Senate Agricul-
ture, Veterans and :Gaming
Committee. - A similar bill,
authored by Sen. Becky Lourey,
DFL-Kerrick, already sits in that '
panel.

* B bswenson@bemidjipioneer.com
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Voter

A picture ID would be requlred to vote under a Repub-
lican-backed bill passed 71-62 by the Minnesota House
Tuesday on a vote that largely followed party lines. .

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Tom Emmer, R- Delano, *

would require even registered voters to produce a photo :

ID at theé polls:

House DFLers maintained that there is almost no
proof of significant voter fraud in Minnesota and that the
measure was an effort to reduce participation, particu-
larly among the elderly, college -age voters and new citi-
zens and minorities. g

The bill isn’t expected to get further however because
there is no companion bill in the DFL-controlled Senate;
and House Minority Leader Matt Entenza, DFL-St. Paul, ¢
said the proposal won’t be part of conference commlttee
deliberations.
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House passes il requiing ID for voters

ST. PAUL A picture ID Minnesota and that the mea- |

would be required to vote sure was an effort to reduce
under a Republican-backed participation, particularly-

bill passed 71-62 by the + among the elderly, college-age’
Minnesota House Tuesday on  voters and new citizens and

a vote that largely followed -  minorities.

party lines. - ' The bill isn’t expected to

» The bill sponsored by Rep.  get further, however, because
Tom Emmer, R-Delano, would there is no companion bill in

réquire even prereg1stered .-, the DFL-controlled Senate
voters-to produce a photo ID  and House Minority Leader
at the polls. : ® Matt Entenza, DFL-St. Paul,

‘House DFLers maintained = said the proposal won’t be

that there is almost no proof ~ part of conference committee |,

of significant voter fraud in deliberations.
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PHARM AT PRESCABR Y8 UEN

People might like

compromise, but

that doesn’t make
it good law

f Tom Cruise were your pharmacist, your visit
ight go like this:

“T'd like to fill this prescription, please,” you say,

_handing over the crumpled form you kept in your

wallet too long.

The white-coated Scientologist looks it over, flashes that gold-
en-boy smile and hands it back.

“Sorry — these antidepressants will just mask your prob-
lem,” he says. “There is no such thing as a chemical imbalance.
Next!”

This pharmacological fantasy is brought to you by the Min-
nesota Legislature, which is moving ahead on bills that would
allow pharmacists to just say no to prescriptions they object to
on “ethical, moral or religious grounds,” in the words of the
House version. :

In other states where this has arisen, this has been viewed as
a movement from anti-abortion forces, who view the “morning-
after pill” as a medicinal abortion. In Minnesota, there is move-
ment toward a compromise that pharmacists and abortion-rights
groups can live with.

At a hearing of the House Health Policy and Finance Commit-
tee last month, Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie pharmacist who

~-opposes abortion, said some pharmacists view the “morning-

-oafter pill” as a medicinal way of terminating a pregnancy.

« “Minnesota is definitely pro-life,” Barrett told the committee.

“We overwhelmingly choose the culture of life over the culture of

~«death. I think we need more pharmacists of conscience, not

~fewer.” He said if pharmacists do not win ethical protection, “we
will end up with a profession devoid of people of faith, people of
morals, people of ethics.”

e THERE OUGHTN’T BE A LAW

] eanwhile, officials of the Minnesota Pharmacists Associa-
> tion have worked with the House sponsor, Rep. Tom
Mimmer, R-Delano, and the Senate sponsor, Sen. Sheila Kiscaden,
-Rochester. The bills allow :
~.pharmacists to opt out but aim At issue: whether to
I to protect patients so they can .
get their prescriptions filled. m  protect pharmacists
«Jlarger pharmacies, patients
--may not notice any difference. who choose not to
... NARAL Pro-Choice Min- . .
~nesota, ' an abortionrights dispense drugs they
«:group, argues that the opt-out . :
-bill, with its protections .for ObJeCt to.
patients, is better than current
practice, which may leave women with no recourse if a small-
~town druggist turns them down. Minnesota Citizens Concerned
for Life, the anti-abortion group, is not taking a position.

So, everybody’s getting together and devising a compromise
that seems to protect everybody’s interests. What could be
wrong with that?

Here’s what’s wrong with it: The market is perfectly well
equipped to solve this problem — if there is a problem.

Government intervention isn’t necessary here, so compromis-
es aren’t necessary.

In other words, there oughtn’t be a law.

Yes, it’s troubling to imagine that individual pharmacists will
refuse to dispense legal drugs legally prescribed because they
don’t like them; the logical extension of that reaches quickly
toward the ridiculous. And yes, freedom of conscience is a funda-
mental principle. Standing up for what we believe is part of the
American way. .

CHOICES HAVE CONSEQUENCES

But standing up for what we believe has a price. We should

count on the government to protect basic freedoms; we
shouldn’t ask it to indemnify us from the consequences of our
choices.

If individual pharmacists choose not to dispense certain
drugs because of their beliefs, fine. That’s a matter between
them and their employer. If pharmacies choose to accommodate
that wish, fine, the marketplace will punish or reward their
choices. i

A law that seems to make everyone happy isn’t necessarily a
good law. It may be convenient. It may be neater than letting the
market do its work. But that doesn’t make it better.

Cruise is a fine actor and, thankfully, not a pharmacist. He is a
Scientologist. He has made the comments listed above about
antidepressants. He has a right to his beliefs, as do Barrett and
the good folks at your local Walgreens.

But they don’t have a right to government intervention in pri-
vate business to protect them from the consequences of their
choices. Employers, and, ultimately, their customers, can decide
where that balance is. .

[98)



" Under Bills
~pharmac1sts
could refuse
some orders

But employers would have to
find another route to provide
patients with prescriptions

BY RACHEL E. STASSEN-BERGER

Pioneer.Press l\J

&mn ER PRESS APR-16 06

esota Legislature is poised to M

pass a Iaw that attempts to balance allowing
pharmacists to obey their consciences ‘and

getting patients the drugs they’ve been pre-

scribed.

‘Measures ready for floor votes in the
state House and Senate would each créate a

law to permit druggists to refuse to dispense Q
medications to which they object for moral

or rehgxous reasons. The bills, which are dif-
ferent in the House and Senate, were
prompted after -a handful of pharmacists
declined to give women birth control pills or
emergency contraception, including at least

two cases in Minnesota.

With the effort, Minnesota joins about
two dozen states dealing with the issue.
Some states have opted to allow pharmacists
to refuse to dispense the contraceptives

PHARMACIST BILLS, 144

JOHN DOMAN, PIONEER PRESS
Long Prairie Memorial Hospital
pharmacist Michael Barrett has pushed
for a bill allowing pharmacists to refuse to
fill certain prescriptions on moral or.
religious grounds. He has refused to stock
emergency contraception pills.
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entirely. Others have required
pharmacists to dispense all
legally prescribed drugs. -

The measures in Minnesota,
like one that passed in California,
weave between those two paths.

They allow pharmacists to
refuse .to dispense drugs they
don’t feel comfortable with for
religious or moral reasons but

put in place measures that would

allow patients to get those drugs
through other means. Under

_ bills in both the House and the

Senate, pharmacists would have
to let their bosses know in
advance what class of drugs they
would refuse to dispense so that
the pharmacy can make other
arrangements.

“It is critical that while pro-
tecting the ability of pharma-
cists to step away, patients are
not abandoned,” said John
Stevens, president of the Min-
nesota Pharmacists Association,
during a Senate hearing.

For some, the Minnesota
measures go too far because
they affirm pharmacists’ right to
refuse to dispense certain class-
es of drugs. For others, they
don’t go far enough because
pharmacists would still be
required to make sure patients
received prescribed drugs in a
timely fashion.

Still, the measures here have
not received the kind of atten-
tion or venomous debate they
have in other states.

the Minnesota House, Rep.
om Emmer, R-Delano, is spon-
soring the pharmacist opt-out
measure, which seems likely to
become part of the House’s Iarg-
er health and human services
”Sen. Sheila Kiscaden, DFL-
chester is sponsoring a simi-
lar measure in the Senate.

Emmer has a 100 percent posi-
tive rating from Minnesota Citi-
zens Concerned for Life, the
state’s- largest anti-abortion
organization, and is considered
“anti-choice” by the political arm

_of the state’s Planned Parenthood.

Kiscaden has an average rat-
ing of 45 percent over the past

few years from the MCCL and is

considered  “pro-choice” by
Planned Parenthood. :
Neither the MCCL nor the
state’s Planned Parenthood
organization has' taken a posi-
tion on the pharmacy measures.

NO IDEOLOGY

€T did not want a bill that dealt

with ideology in any way;” said
Michael Barrett, a Long Prairie
pharmacist who has been pushing
the issue at the state Capitol and
with the pharmacists’ association.

Barrett works at Long Prairie
Memorial Hospital, where he
mostly deals with = hospital
staffers. A few doctors - have
asked him to stock emergency
contraception pills. He has
refused because he believes in

ST. PAUL PIONEER PRESS WWW.TWINCITIES.CO'M’j

' PHOTOS BY JOHN DOMAN PIONEER PRESS
Long Pralrle Hospital pharmacist Michael Barrett confers W|’ch nurse Holly Johnson about medications of patients in her care: Backers

say neither of the measures under conslderatlon in the Legislature grants pharmacists any right of refusal that other medical professionals

don 't already have.

some cwcumstances, the pills can
cause the abortion of an early-
stage embryo and thus end life.

“Idon’t want to stock it in the
hospital but I have no problem if
they get it from a clinic,” Barreétt
said. “We are trying to allow the
pharmacists to exercise their
consciences ...
and noncontentious way.”

Like Barrett, Laura Norlan-
der, a pharmacist from Wood-
bury, has been dealing with her
discomfort with any drugs that
could end a human life.

“I have actually discussed it

with my current employer when
I was hired,” said Norlander,
who has been a pharmacist for
18 years. She felt at the time she s
was taking a risk by having that
discussion, but it did not inter-
fere with her employment. “I
just don’t want to be asked to
dispense  something  which
would not allow a human life to
live.”

For her,- that includes the
emergency contraception but
also could include drugs devel-
oped using fetal cells.

Right now, pharmacists can
refuse to dispense medication
without any guarantee that
patients get drugs through other
means.

“Under current law there is
nothing that prohibits ... a phar-
macist from refusing to dis-
pense,” Kiscaden said. But her

in a seamless

Barrett'leaves his lab in the pharmacy at Long Prairie Memorial
Hospital on Tuesday. Barrett, who is running for Congress, has been a
key player backing a bill that would allow pharmacists to refuse to
dispense drugs they find obJectlonabIe on moral or religious grounds,
while providing a way for patients to get the drugs they need. “I did
not want a b||| that dealt with |deology in any way,” he said.

bill, she said, would make sure
pharmacists acting on their.con-
sciences would not mean
patients don’t get drugs.

“If you can’t provide timely
access for the patient, then you
have the possibility that you’ll
have a complaint filed against
you by the board of pharmacy
she said.’

The measures, say backers;
don’t grant pharmacists any right
of refusal that other medical pro-
fessionals don’t already have.

“I don’t think people under-

S

sfand — we already give this
right to doctors and nurses,”
Emmer said.

BROADER IMPACT

he measures under consid-

eration in the- House and
Senate could go far beyond birth
control or emergency contracep-
tive pills.

“It’s not just contraceptive
drugs we are talking about,”
Kiscaden said.

Neither the House nor Senate

bill specifies -any prescription
drug or type of drug that phar- -
macists could reject because of .

their religious or moral beliefs.

That means a Muslim phar-.
macist could refuse to fill a pre- -
scription that includes alcohol, -

or a Hindu pharmacist could

refuse to dispense a prescription -

tested on animals, witnesses told ..

a Senate committee this month.,

But those scenarios have yet _. ‘

to play out in Minnesota.

In fact, few pharmacists have ..
denied patients any type of pre-

scription.

“Pharmacists refusing to dis- .
pense prescriptions are . statisti--

cally a minor problem. The vast.
majority of pharmacists dis-

pense the vast majority of pre-

scriptions,” said Stevens, of the
pharmamst association.

So- minor a problem, saldi

. John Hoeschen, owner and.

pharmacist at St. Paul Corner -

Drug, that any legislation
addressing it is unneeded.

& %

“It’s so blown out of propor- .-

tion. ...
to say, ‘I don’t feel like filling this

today,” for the history of time,”.
Hoeschen said. “It is probably

going to create more problems

~ than before just because of all

the-attention brought to it.”

Rachel E. Stassen-Berger can be -

reached at rstassen-berger@
pioneerpress.com.

They’ve had that ability -
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Late antl—Hatch funds were local, too

® Newly filed data show Minnesota donors added nearly $200,000

tothe $500,000 given by a wealthy Tex

By PAT DOYLE and DANE SMITH
Star Tribune staff writers
STAR TRIBUNE DEC 21 '08
Minnesota lawyers, real estate
agents, motorcycle advocates and
auto dealers flew under the radar in
the final weeks of the campaign for
governor in financing a harsh adver-
tising blitz against DFL candidate

a defeat-Hatch effort.

ike Hatc

er, the last state deadline
for reporting such contributions,
the Minnesotans contributed near-
ly $200,000 to an effort that would
remain largely out of view until af-
ter the election, recently filed In-
ternal Revenue Service records re-
veal. Another $40,000 contributed

by Minnesotans to the anti-Hatch
effort was made public before Elec-

_ tion Day.

The Minnesota money is.on top of
$500,000 that Houston homebuilder
Bob Perry gave to the ad campaign
against Hatch. The Texan’s contri-
bution also wasn’t reported before

.the election.

The disclosures are expected to
revive calls in the Legislature next

timeliness in reporting large cam-
paign donations during the home-
stretch of election campaigns. _
Perry and the Minnesotans gave
their money to A Stronger Ameri-
ca, a group based in Alexandria, Va,,
which made it available for ads that
aired in the final days of the Minne-
sotagovernor’srace.

Negative contim e alist of the
Minnesota donors{ B9 »>

* THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2006 -

year for greater transparency and
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Late ant/l -Hatch funds were local, too

MINNESOTA'S 'STRONGER AMERICA' DONORS

Business groups dominated the list of Minnesota donars to the state
chapter of A Stronger America when it launched a media blitz against
DFL gubermnatorial candidate Mike Hatch late in the eampaign.

Contn'butor

< NEGATIVE FR

A Stronger Americais among
a proliferation of tax-exempt
groups that have raised mon-
ey in recent years for political
activities such as issue advoca-
cy. Those groups’ activities are

‘harder to track than more tra- -

ditional fundraising by political
parties or candidates.
Nationwide, Perry was the
biggest contributor in 2006 to
such groups. He gave $5.2 mil-

lion through Oct. 23, mostly to .

conservative business groups
and the Republican Governors
Association, according to re-
cords released by the IRS and
analyzed by the Center for Re-
sponsive Politics, a nonparti-
san, nonprofit Washington re-
search group that tracks mon-
ey in politics, and its effect on
elections and public policy. .

The $52 million figure
doesn’t include the $500,000
Perry gave to A Stronger Amer-
ica on Oct. 26.

Perry is perhaps best known
in political finance circles for
his $4.5 million in . contribu-
tions in 2004 to the tax-exempt
organization Swift Vets and
POWs for Truth, which chal-
lenged the war record of Dem-
ocratic presidential candidate
John Kerry.

Joe Weber, a spokesman for
the anti-Hatch effort in Minne-
sota, said he didn’t know how
Perry learned of A Stronger
America.

Under IRS rules, contribu-
tions by tax-exempt groups
must be reported to the federal
government within 30 days af-
ter a general election; A Stron-
ger Americamade suchreports
on Dec. 6.,

Under Minnesota rules, on-
ly contributions that.groups re-
ceived though Oct. 23 of this
year had to be reported to the
state before the Nov. 7 election.
Money received after that date
isn’t reported to the state until
January.

Among the Minnesotans
who gave to A Stronger Amer-
ica after the Oct. 23 state re-
porting deadline were Ronald

J. Schutz, of Medina, who con- -

tributed $5,000, and Dominick

. Committee of Automotive Retailers**

Minn Ag PAC

Thexesa Gibbs, homemaker

* Contribution made before Oct. 23 reporting deadline
**$20,000 of contribution made before Oct. 23 reporting deadline
*** Contribution made directly to Minnesota chapter before reporting deadline

City

West St. Paul

$55,000

St.Paul $1,500

Bloomington

Sources: U.S. Internal Revenue Service; Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure

Board

Driano, of Fairmont, who do-
nated $10,000. The Commit-
tee of Automotive Retailers
gave $35,000 after the October
deadline, and a related group,
the Local Action PAC, gave
$75,000. The Minnesota Asso-
ciation of Realtors gave $25,000
and the Motorcycle PAC of
Minnesota gave $5,000.

The Automotive Retailers
group also contributed anoth-
er $20,000 before the October

deadline, which was made pub-

lic before the election. Other
contributions made public be-
fore the election came from
Robert Ulrich, the CEO of Tar-
get, and Stanley Hubbard, the
CEO of Hubbard Broadcasting,
who each gave $10,000.

Legislative action likely

The 2007 Legislature almost
certainly will give serious con-
sideration to proposals to re-
quire prompt, pre-election dis-
closure of large late-campaign
spending and contributions by
such tax-exempt groups, legis-
lative leaders in both parties

and in the House and Senate
said Wednesday. .

Sentiment for shedding light
on the practice probably will be
strong and bipartisan because
each party has complained bit-
terly about being victimized by
shadowy last-minute infusions
of cash into campaigns.

After the 2004 election, it was
Republicans who were outraged
by the discovery that DFL House
Minority Leader Matt Entenza
and his wife, health-care com-
pany executive Lois Quam, had
contributed some $600,000 to

various campaigns, much of it

through a group that worked
for House DFL candidates, and
much of it after the disclosure
window had closed.

Those contributions and
others resulted in a record
$300,000 fine for disclosure vi-
olations against the 21st Centu-
ry Democrats, a national group.
Entenza was not found to have
violated the law.

Alate surge in spending also
has generally been considered
an important factor in big gains

Amount .

made by DFLers in House elec-
tions in 2004.

“Everybody’s been gored by
it [late spending and post-elec-
tion disclosure] at this point
and nobody likes these surpris-
es,” said David Schultz, an eth-
ics and campaign finance ex-
pert at Hamline University.

“We can’t prevent [the dona-
tions and spending], but we cer-
tainly can improve on the dis-

e. ... So let’s do it,” said

cl
légf‘:nn Rest, DFL-New Hope,

who will lead a committee that
isresponsible for election laws.
Rest said there is bipartisan sup-
port for more immediate disclo-
sure by such organizations.

the House, Rep. Tom

er, R-Delano, author of
a bill in 2005 and 2006 that
would have tightened late-
campaign disclosure require-
ments, said the DFL Senate
majority and the House Re-

"~ publican majority share blame

for failing to enact more imme-
diate reporting.

“People on both sides are
suspicious now and we’ve got
amuch better chance of pass-,
ing it this time,” Emmer said. -

Schultz said a 24-hour or
48-hour reporting require-
ment not only would provide
the transparency that voters
should have but also proba-
bly would inhibit last-minute
spending binges by groups that
want to conceal their agendas.

“[Gov. Tim] Pawlenty
doesn’t look good on this one,”
Schultz said, while noting that
the governor has no apparent
ties to A Stronger America.

Pawlenty hasn’t said anything
publicly about the Perry contri~
bution or the Stronger America
group but he signaled through a
staff member Wednesday that
he agrees with the calls to close
the disclosure loophole.

“Governor Pawlenty be-
lieves that additional disclo-
sure of contributions made
late in a campaign makes sense
and would support such amea-
sure,” spokesman Brian Mc-
Clung said.

pdoyle@startribune.com ¢ 651-222-1210

rdsmith@startribune.com ¢ 651-292-0164



Statevwde

smoking

ban looks

more hkely ,

e With a new DFLmajority,

advocates are optimistic, while
opponents seek to limit impact.

STAR TRIBUNE DEC 110 06
By MARK BRUNSWICK
mbrunswick@startribune.com

Mmuesota may be on the verge
of telling smokers from Warroad to
Winona that they can no longer light

up in bars and restaurants.

 Advocates for a statewide ban on -
smoking in those places say they are -

newly confident they have the votes to
get suchameasure passed now thatthe
DFL, a big winner in last month’s elec-
tion, has gained firm control of the Leg-

islature. Some predict that a ban, which

Gov. Tim Pawlenty has said he would

sign into law, could be enacted in the
 first weeks after the legislative session

beglns in January.

“This is definitely the year for the
dialogue to happen,” said Pat McKone,
president-elect of the Minnesota

Smoke-Free Coalition, which includes

an array of public health organizations.

“WWe see a lot of acceptance, even from
people who once opposed the idea.”
Bar owners and other groups that
oppose a smoking ban, meanwhile, say
they are not optimistic they can block
the measure and are instead preparing

to try to limit its scope.

Ban continues: Smoking bans

inglegal challenges nationwid{ A20 >

STATEWIDE BANS
o E;;g states now prohibit
smoking in public -
places thatinclude bars .

andrestaurants.

—
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Statewide smoking ban
lopkmg more likely

< BAN FR\OM Al /’

The MmM Licensed
Beverage Association, for ex-
ample, is planning to push to ex-
empt neighborhood and rural
bars that serve almost no food
because of the economic hard-
ships a ban could impose.

common with: Jim’s Bar,” said
Jim Farrell, the association’s
executive director. But he con-
ceded that passage of a ban ap-
pears likely. =
Smoking bans are ' gain-
ing momentum, and surviv-
ing legal challenges, nation-
‘wide. Three states approved
bans last month; in all, 17 states
now prohibit smoking in pub-
lic places that include bars
and restaurants. Local govern-
ments are taking action, too. In
Mankato last month, 69 percent
of voters favored a ban on smok-

~ inginlocal bars and restaurants,

joining Minneapolis, St. Paul
and a growing number of other
cities around the state.
Advocates for a ban say their
- cause has been strengthened by
the US. Smgeon General’s con-
clusion in a report earlier this
year that even brief exposure to
secondhand smoke is an alarm-
ing health hazard.
But McKone said Minneso-
ta could become a national bat-
tleground next year between

| the forces that support and op-

pose aban.

‘Why not cheeseburgers’?
The most recent attempt to
enact a statewide smoking ban,
called the “Freedom to Breathe
Act” received significant at-
tention in the Legislature last
year. But ultimately it stalled in

a House committee amid op-
position from bar and restau-
rant owners as well as some
rural legislators who argued
that a ban would hurt not only
those establishments but VFW
posts, too.

But the makeup of the House

. changed in November. DFLers
‘An Embers has nothing in

took over with a large majority.
Fifteen of the elected members
are women, who are often seen
as more amenable to aban.
Smoking ban opponents also
lost one of their most vocal al-

-lies when Rep. Tim Wilkin, R-

Eagan, lost his reelection bid.
Still, groups fighting a ban will
find passionate supporters who
say the debate is as much about
personal freedom as the health
risks of smoking:

“If this is what government
is for, let’s go to the next step
— why not cheeseburgers?”

id Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Dela-

-no0. “Big Brother has got to take

care of us because we are too
dumb or toolazy to care for our-
selves.” . \

The emerging debate is per-
sonal for Bemidji nightclub
owner Dawn Eve, who vol-
untarily made her nightclub,
Jammers Bluenote Ballroom,
smoke-free a year ago —the on-
ly nightclub owner in her area to

do so.Eve was suffering fromre-

curring lung infections and had
to take naps during the day tore-
coup lost energy.

After making the decision to

go smoke-free, she says she no

longer has lung infections and
feels her energy has improved.
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