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Rep··etiti. ·on r:in 't change the truth 
· .. · .. ·· · · ·sTARTRIBUNE JUNmt . : . · · .. :_. ·•· ·. · · · 

By:toin Emmer:·✓ ' ' . legislat_ors are and·howwe should all~-· : ·we are a few short weeks away 
.· · · . . . . ·_ . . be thrown out ofoffice for.ouridiocy. from govemwent shutdown.lam as 

. i:ather. Rins~:· Repeat;. .. . . · Repetition works. . . . . . frustra~ed: as anyone thaffue·parties 
.. :)l~p¢tjtion·. creates :f~~iarity:. . • I! may ~ot~be the truth, but every, have not resolved the impasse. . 
Brand managers_ use repeti.ti:on con-· day the media r~cklessly selltheu . At the end of the·regufar se~$IOn, 
stantly_to·get consumers to '.ac;cept woefulproductrweJosemote trust when the head qf the·Senate said, 
their products. Re{)etition can even for. our elected officials and' the insµ- "The time for· difficuit decisions will 

· seem to create reality. Repetitiort tutions they serve.. :: . . . com~. ·But thattinie is not here yet," 
works. Repetition s.ells. We begin to· Remember, peace ~d prodllctiv- ·· with the· help of «I silent media he 
belie:ve what we.focus. on. Our minds· ity do- not sen ·newspapers-w gamer . quietly deda:fed the beginning· of 
are very trainable~ . . · . ·_ ratings. Keepthe public iii a constant · . the political theaterseason. . ·· .. 

But repetition does not change . state of fear ancl loathing about.our · Folks~ the lack of a resolution: on 
. truth.'Repetition may'disarni anau- government, and the media moguls :fuestate .budget and the. impend­

dience and soften. its resistance to enjoy the wi:ridfalLWe. are enslaved · _ ing government shµtdown have ab­
lalsehood. But repetition •does not, to: .their . redundant. _fault-fin4ing · solutely notl:Iing todo :with what is 
'in fact,'change the truth: . · critidsin. . . ·. · . . •. .·· ; : . . goodfor1\tlinhesota. . ... 

The day after the regular-session . We.are daily at :risJ< 'ofbuying:the· . The reasonthattheDFL does not 
en~ed, Sen'.ateMajorityLeader D~an gloom.and doom that they are sell.- • want to ~ooperate is simply b.ecause 
Johnson said: "The time for difficult ing, . redundant negative politicaltheat-
decisions will come~ Bu~. that time is · .Don'tbe.fooled~ .· •· . _ _ . . . , . · des. generate "oodles :'of mar:ke.tir1g 

, not here yet." . · My work as a state representative· spin for next year's campaign bro-
PeanJo~nson said it loudly and,· was forthe most part·done when the chures.' ·· . . · 

he. said it. clearly. The tim_e for diffi- regular session e:hded~ If you· want to · There. is no legitimate reason in 
cult decisions had J?.Otyet com~. - ~ ............. ; ...... ~• ............. ·.: .. ·~ ....... ~.·~······~~ ...... ~ .......... ~ ......... , ...... · ... ~: ....... . 
· . I was outraged by such.a ridicu:.. .. ·. · . • . . . : • • · · · i: ·•.· . , · . . .· · , . · . ·. 
lous statement from the president of There lS no legitimate reason tha( we ve npt conclud-

. -~~Senate.The time f?rto.ugh deci- ed the business oftlJ,eLe~lature thisyear. But there. 
SIO .. ns wa' sactually dunng,the regular ' . ' ·z ·' ' . . F ·.11e·· ·•.· • ' ' ._.· . . . ' ' ' ' \ 
.s~ssion. . . are p enty OJ_ 1, ... -git;,mate re,asons. . .. 

: ·. The time for·negoti~ti0:Q was be- ;:... .. , .. ~·············~·~.,.~ .... ~ .. :.. • .-.:+·~~·-·+·~••.•······::-···-····~-·~············.,· .. ········•-~ ...... ~ .. 
· tween Jan; 4 and May ·23 when.we . . • . . . . . •.· . · . ;-

were all present, engaged in com- see what I did with my ¢olleagues in 
mittee meetings, operating within the House, go to the House website 
the regular session,. and under. the and look it up. We got a ton of work 
open scrutiny of the press. . done! lam pi;oud of.what we accom-

. Not one single media outlet both- plished in the\ House. · . 
eted to report the truth behilid.John- As you consume the half-truths 
son's words. , put forth by our·media, please bear 

I,Ie said - plain as day - that his · in mind that we are public. servants 
party was not about to let the session and, contrary to what you hear on the 
end productively and with any sense news,· most of us work our tails off. 

1 of respectful compromise. Our families make·significant sacri-
. Every night, news anchors offered fices to support us. 

up talk of "govemmen_t shutdown" . I am truly' honQred and hum-
. and a so-called do-nothing Legis.:, · . blfd by the opportunity · to serve · 
lature. And ~very day, another con- my neighbors and friends. I have :no 
stituent sends another nasty e-mail complaints about the job itself, but 
aboµt how stupid and worthless all · th~ facts are what they are. · · 

my mind·that we have not. conclud-. 
ed. the I?usiness of the Legislature this 
year. But there are plenty of illegiti- . 
mate reasons. · 

· . Political theater is the reason lfind 
most reprehe:nsible. . 

The time for difficult· decisions 
has long- since past. Our leaders and 
our media are not orily playing with 
our money, they are playing with our 
minds. Be careful how much "activist 
journalism'' you believe Just because 
of the repetition. 

rom Emmer, R;.Delano, 'is a member of the 
Minnesota House of Representatives. 
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Svigguni does Seuss·.· .... 
House Speaker Steve Sviggum and Rep. tom Emmer' 

· delivered an inspired· send.:up of Dr. Sellss:.s~e.poetcy. 
for Capitol reporters lastweek. Their satirical poem ~nti-. 
tled 'i\.n Ode to a Lack" focused on:.their contention th~t. _·· 
the DFL minority has no right to criticize the !{~publican,.· 
majority's budget resolution without offering its own ' 
plan. Sviggum, R-Kenyon, read the repute<fDF~lines, 
Emmer, R~Delano, the Republicai;Llll}es~· ·' i • : ' · • ;c" 

An excerpt from the three-page poem: ~-

GOP: A p~ is needed in bo~h Ho~es, , " 'I fl f> : 
Not Just concern about gay spouses I , , : 

DFL: I have no budget in {lie house 
I did not leave it with myspouse 
1 have no budget here or there · 
I have.no budget anywhere· · 
I just don't like your budget plan: 
I do not lilce it,Bep'ubliGA,N · 

GOP: Is your budget on the train?· · 
Will it cause our families pain? 

DFL: I'll hug a train.·. . . 
I'll hug a tree, · 
I hate your car . 
Please let me be! 
We have noplan for outstate cities 
Well rather fight like two old}i,iddies.: .. 

. . . 

The Star Tribune invitedDFLers to provide-a :goetic: ;;\\':~; 
riposte, but they declined to join in _the fun.They;dffered "• 
exam pres of real-life victims of GOP budget cuts and,this , 
solemn response from Assistant Minority Leader Connie • 
Bernardy, DFL-Fridley: . .· . . . . · , . , . ·. , 

"What's going on in St. Paul at the Capitol is no laugh­
ing matter formostMinnesotans," she sa.W~ "The speaker 
obviously worked a long time on his poem. However,.·his· .. 
time would have been better spent reaching across the. ' · 
aisle and finding common ground on the challenges fac,; 
ing our state." · · 

Dalµ! Smith , 

~ 
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---ion's first major 
budget bill passed 
~y.·Don Davis · 
and Scott Wente 
Capitol Correspondents . 

Moorhead, said -he was 
pleased the bill made it 
through this session. It still 
needs Gov. Tim Pawlenty's 

-ST. PAUL - Minhesota - approval. 
legislators · voted Friday to ''I thif:k this whole debate 
increase college and univer- has heightened awareness 
sity spending in the first aJ?out ~inge drinking,", Lan­
major budget bill to pass nmg said .. 
this legislative session. · _ A House-Senate confer­
• The funding bill bumps up ence committee w~s trying 
spending 11.7 percent in the to wr~p UJ? a pubhc safety 
11ext two.:.year· budget for the spending bill that gets tough 

· University of Minnesota and on sex offenders and 
8.8 percent for the Minneso- meth~mphetainine users. 
ta State Colleges and Uni- _ ~he agreement w~ll include 
versities system. · _ hfe _s~n_tences without the 

The bill spends nearly $2.8 poss1b1h~y- of release for the 
billion in the next two years. most ser10us sex offenders. 

Even with the -increase "l want the people gone 
legislators predicted tuitio~ the first time around," Rep. 
would increase anywhere· •St~ve Smith, R-Mound, said 
from 5 to 10 percent each of of violent; _ first-time sex 
the next two years. . offenders. He is the bill's 

The ·. House passed the House author. 
measure 81:-52, followed a Smith said the bill could 
couple hours later by the .; be voted out of committee 
Senate on a 49-18 vote. late Friday or Saturday. 

"This is not a ,-great bill, , ~he committee likely will 
but'a pretty good bill," said reJect a proposal to allow 
Sen .. Sandy Pappas, DFL.:.St.• chemical castration of some 
Paul, the hill's Senate sex offenders. 

· au~hor. . _ . . "This is just offered as a 
. Rep. Bud Nornes, R-,Fer-• form of rehabilitation for 

gus Falls, -the House author, that narrow group," said 
said he did the best he couidi•Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, 
with the money available. , - who sponsored the propos-

"Our goal was to treat both al. . · . _ · -
systems as fair as you could • Sen. Jane Ranum, D_FL­
make it," he said. Minneapolis, said the Sen-
. Shortly after -the higher ate never voted on Emmer's 
education package was proposal. She is Senate ' 
passed, the House approved author o( the public · safety 
a bill prohibiting . people bill. . · 
fr~m . legally buying . or · "That's not _anything I'm 
drmking alcohol during the recommending/' she said of 
first eight hours of their 21st Emmer's proposal. _ 
birthday. , As lawmakers rush to fin- · 

The measure, _ which ish . remaining bilis, Gov. 
~!ready passed the Senate, Tim Pawlenty is --already 
1s meant to deter young peo- · signing · some _ that have 
:pie from binge drinking dur- passed. The governor · on 
mg so-called Power Hour, Thursday .signed a bill 
the time after midnight on allowing parents to receive 
their 21st birthday. · a birth certificate for still-

:{{~Morrie Lann,.i.1;1g, _W• births. '\ 

@) 
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Sexl)bff ender pellalties discussed 
By Don Davis And Scott Wente • Skoglund, DFL-~inneapolis. . tough~n sex offen~er laws. 
Capitol Correspondents If the purpos~ 1s to keep the pubhc The 1ss~ie arose m 2003 when Alfon-

safe, Repubhcan Sen. Thomas. zo Rodriguez Jr. of Crookston was 
ST. PAUL - Lawmakers plan to Neuville of Northfield said the state arrested in the disappearance of Uni­

toughen penalties for sex offenders, should make each offender wear an . versity of North Dakota student Dru 
· but they said some proposals may not electronic monitoring bracelet. Sjodin, who later was found dead. 
· be viable. • Sen. Jane Ranum, DFL-Minneapo- Zellers, who also attended UND, said 

Nearly every legislative · leader lis, said it's not likely the committee the leaders' agreement was a good 
made getting tougher on sex offend- will keep those _ license proposals in · step to locking up the worst offend-
ers ·, anW 'ni'ethan:t=phetamifie -u's'efs>the:•.final·b:iUu ' , _:~~S.; '·1'.: J •· •·> ·. ·:· · :·,: , .. · .. , .. ,·i : __ .::: 
their top two policy priorities. Late '~I clon't think t_hat's the direction we "That was· the .. · ti1tim'ate goal ~ 'to 
Sunday, .top ·lawmakers and Gov. Tim want tc;> go," said Ranum, who is co-: keep the worst of the worst off the 
·Pawlenty ; agreed to · a- ·$1.7· billion :· chair of the·conference committee. streets forever," Zellers said. . ... 
spending target for public safety dur- The ·only other issue leading law- - optional copy~ · __ ·· 
ing the two-year budget cycle begin- makers· and Pawlenty have settled Zellers said the public safety deal 
ning Ju_ly 1. was putting the worst sex offenders in "was one of the easier ones," with 

K.nowing its budget limit, a House- prison for life, without the chance of about eight other budget conference 
Senate public safety conference com- r~lease. The conference committee is committees waiting -for tougher ded-
mittee met Monday to sort through left with the responsibility of defin- sions. · 
differences between their respective ing who the worst sex .offenders •.Rep.Jeff Johnson, R-Plymouth, said 
bills. would be. . methamphetamine-related laws will 

Committee members responded The original Senate bi.ll would have be part of the public safety confer-
negatively to two controversial penal- allowed any offend.ers to be released ence committee ·debate. Differences 
ties for the most serious predators. if they met certain requirements. The between House and Senate bills are 
They questioned the purpose of House voted · to keep violent sex not too great, he added. 
requiring Level 3 offenders to have offenders locked up for life. "I think we can work. them out pret-
sp,ecial driver's licenses and vehicle • Rep. Steve_ Smith, R-Mound, the ty easily," Johnson said. 
license plates · identifying them as · other conference committee co-chair, · -Meth-related sentences would be 
predatory offend~rs. said . he predicts the result will longer under both bills. They also 
• Rep. Tom Errimer, R-Delano, who include around 100 offenders. The both would limit access to · pseu­
drafte-cftlie-iiroposats, said the intent House plan would have affected doephedrine, a key ingredient to 
is to protect citizens once offenders more, he said. · meth and part of cold and allergy 
are released. "Some peopl~ are going to prison medicine such as Sudafed. A near 

"It is not intended ... as a punish- . for the rest of their lives," he said. total ban on pseudoephedrine p:rbd-
ment," Emmer said. "This is a public All other provisions of the bill ucts that the House passed is expect-
safety issue." - , remain for the conference committee ed not to be part of the co1;1ference 

Critics said offenders could simply to decide. Both Smith and Ranum committee's final bill. , 
· . ·avoid the requirement by not buying said they don't expect to take ·any · Overall, public safety spending 

cars. They also . cited problems if a. votes until today at the earliest. would rise 16 percent under the 
relative drives a vehicle labeled as an "We have finally come to the point agreement. 

. offender's. · . . . . ~of making . Minnesota a safer place," "We're trying to address in an 
~'Why. :would anybody operate a car said Rep, Kurt Zellers, · R-Maple aggressive fashion the public safety 

with that on there?" said Sen. Wes Grove, who has tried for two years to needs of Minnesota," Pawlenty said. 
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House passes . sex 
·x 

: off ender penalties 
· By Don Davis · 

ddavis@forumcomm.com MINNESOTA 
ST. PAUL - Pedophiles .should LEGISLATURE 

(/jJ) 
: A4 Frf day, Ap;ril 29; 2005 / I ------'c-'--..::...c,_-...;__ _ _;__ _______ ;.__ ___ _ 

· i SAFE1Y: House bill doubles 
most· off ender penalties 

From Page A 1 . f' 
most likely · to . re-offend, 
"predatory. offender" so police 
immediately · know there is a 

" 
be castrated, the Minnesota 
House decided Thursday. 

___________ · ·~ possible danger. · 1 
The decisions came as the 

House passed a public safety 
' bill 123-10. that puts ·the worst 
sex offenders in prison for life 
without the chanGe of .release. · 

One of the things we dre 
finding fn rural 

Minnesota is our small 
resorts are having a hard 

time keeping open. 

Representatives also voted to The amendment passed · 80-54 
place labels identifying sex over objections from represen­
offenderi. on their driver's tatives who said there ate bet­
licenses 'and vehicle license for solutions. 
plates and to send the worst sex "Why are we castrating these 
offenders to prison for life. ·people and letting them out?", 
· Lawmakers adopted. an •Rep. Al Juhnke, DFL-Willmar, 
amendment to a public safety asked. "Put them in prison and 
bill allowing judges . to · order throw away the key." · 
chemical castration and allow- Emmer also won his attempts 
ing offenders to volunteer for to label motor vehicle license 
surgical castration. Rep . ..TQm • plates and driver's licenses of 
Em,lllef. R-Delano, said he wants Level 3 sex offenders, those 
his provision to apply to people . , 
who sexually abuse youths. SAF=.:_ J_" ,m 
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The House bill doubles most 
sex offender sentences. Those 
who do not get mandatory life 

Rep. _ Dean Simpson 
R-New York Mills , · 

sentences wouid be released . 
only when a new parole board conference comm~~ee. . 
feels they no longer present a The ~o~se public safety bill 
threat to society. · also -elnmnates a $217.50 per-

Sex offenders would be sen- -bed fee for the fire marshal's 
tenced to life if they commit ~ffi~~ -~()-_in~l)rct ~mall resorts. 
the crime with torture ._ with . :Re1t _Steve Smith, R-Mound, 
kidnapping with a <victim . Said small resorts already get a 
younger than 13 or older than . cos~ ~feak compared to bigger 
70 or with more than one vie- facilities. 
tim. ., "This is · still · o~e-half of 

The. bill requires Minnesota what the big folks pay to see 
law enforcement ·/officials to that your folks don't die in a . 
notify the public·· ;when they f4'e trap," Smith$aid. -· _ 
learn about an out-of-state sex Lawmakers representing . .-
offender who moves to the resort areas said the business-

I state, just like they would if es need all the finandal help 

1 
the offender had been commit- . they can get. _ 

-t-ed--in-Mmnesota: ··The bill--also-· -· -~-~Qm~-~of .theAhings _we . .arce--=: 
requires public notification finding irlrural Minnesota is 

, when serious sex offenders are our small resorts are having a 
released from federal prisons. . hard tim~ keeping their doors 

The loophole in the state open," said Rep. Dean Simp­
community notification act .. son, R~New York Mills. . 
came t.o ·light when Mo.orhead , Added Rep. Larry Howes, R­
police told lawmakers about · Walker: "Here we go again -
· sex offenders moving to their bureaucracy . needs to find 
city from Fargo, and they some money and they get a 
could not inform the public. metropolitan legislator to try 
• Rep. Morrie Lanning, R- · to get them some money from 
Moorhead, said there is · a rural folks." 
national problem because · The state · would spend $1.6 
states are not required to tell billion for courts, prisons and 
other states when sex offenders public safety over the next two 
move . .' North Dakota officials years under the overall bill. 
have been good about notifying That is a 16 percent incre.ase 
Minnesota, he added. over current spending. 

Also in the bill is a Lanning . The bill also: 
provision restoring half of the ► Increases surcharges on 
$1.i million for crim~ victims · criminal costs $10 and parking · 
services lost two years .· ago. · viplation surcharges $1 
Most of the money c_aine from . ·· .► Makes. it a felony to be. 
rural areas. involved in animal fights 

Senators plan to take up ► Allows grants . to police 
their sex offender bill Monday. officers up to $600 to buy bullet 
It would not require anyone to proof vests 
.be in prisi;m for life, but offend- ► Makes it illegal to use a 
ers co"Q].d remain behind bars · device to change traffic lights 
for life if they do · not make to green except for emergency 
enough progress to be deemed workers 'and other authorized 
safe for release. Differences people · 
between the House and Senate 
bills will be worked out in a 

Readers can reach Fonim reporter 
Don Davis at (651) 290-0707 
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CHvewthese lesser-known 1ngred1~nt~ 
When a slew of new state laws 

went into effect this week, I took 
a moment to consider what actu­
ally got accomplished earlier this 
year amid the chaos in St. Paul. 

After the final budget bills were 
passed July l3, Gov. Tim Pawlen­
ty citeti. a sausage-making refer-
. ence to describe the Legislature, 
of which he used t<Ybe a leading 
member. You've heard the analo­
gy: the product is good but you: 
don't want to know 
how it's inade. 

Or maybe you do. 
What follows is a 
small collection, in . 
no particular order, 
of telling morsels 
gleaned by this 
jackal, who spent 

·. most of the 2005 
, legislative sessions · 
· - regular and spe-
. cial - reporting from the bowels 
of the state Capitol. · 

• End the insanity - House 
~Eeaker Steve Sviftgum .?f Keny- ~ 
on was tas!i.ec:I wit -keepmg a . 
tight hold on his GOP·c:iucus and 
its slim 68--66 margin over the 
DFL minority. He really lost his 
grip only once when, despite more 
arm twisting than what you'd see 

- at Wrestlemanfa, a handful of . . 
moderate Republicans bucked the 
party line and voted with Democ­
rats to add a gasoline tax increase 
to a transportation bill. 

. _ After the vote, a -frustrated . 
Svigguin said he was th~mkful . 
Pawlenty could veto the legisla­
tion: "He can put an end to this 
insanity." The governor promptly 
nixed the bill in a choreographed 
public ceremony. (An aide made 
sure the "veto" label on the stamp · 
was visible to camera-wielding 
reporters.) 

,I 

· · · scattered off th~ floor to discuss 
in private how to ~block a vqte that , 

. . . wasn't in their favor. They left ,· 

-·scott Wente 

· • veteran, Rep. Marty Seifert to dazr 
zle House Democrats with a 40- i' 
minute · speech ranging from the ,_ 
history of transportation in Min­
nesota to the frozen delicacies 

Staff Writer 

• Ailing humor - During an 
intense House floor debate, Rep. • . · 

· Jerry Dempsey tried to lighten 
the mood with a joke. Responding 
to a Democrat's· claim that a par-

:· ticular proposal would be illegal, 
Dempsey quipped that his defim- . 
· tion of illegal is "a sick bird." The 
Red Wing Republican's wisecrac}{ 
flew over the head of some legis-:-

. lators and elicited polite applause 
from others. · 

' 
• Paranoia, party of one? -

· ·•Sen. Steve Murphy got riled up . 
when Lt. Gov. Carol Molnau left a 
hearing of the Red Wing DFLer's 
Senate Transportation Committee 
before lawmakers could grill her 
about the Pawlenty administra­
tion's highway funding plan. An 
angered Murphy apparently was­
n~t privy to Molnau's previously 
arranged engagement as. he then 

. abruptly adjourned the meeting · 
and stormed out of the room. 

The transportation debate got 
ugly at other times. Murphy 
ended a different hearing by 
claiming that some lawmakers 
had .heel). victims of borderline 
"political blackmail" at the hands 
of gas tax opponents: Asked if he 
threatened fuel tax supporters, . 
Pawlenty jokingly suggested that 
Murphy might have a minor case 
of paranoia. · ·. · · · 

· • Mr. Seifert goes to St. Paul 
- At one point, in a rarely seen 
ta~tic, most House Republicans 

sold by Schwan Food Co: head­
quartered in Seiferes hometown ·,, 
of Marshall. · · · 

• Cheesy promotion - Dur.:. . 
ing ·his quest to pass a law pre- i 
venting people who get fat from 0 

suing the food industry, Rep. , 
'Dean Urdahl ·played a recording' · i 
of Jimmy Buffet's "Cheeseburger : 
in Paradise" and offered ice crea~ 
treats to lawmakers (Democrats 
and Republicans alike) at a com- , 
mittee hearing. The Grove City 
Republican sweetened the propos:­
al but some lawmakers still had a 
b~d taste'in their mouths. The -

. proposal didn't pass . . 

• Snip~ snip _.:. A group of lib- , 
eral House Democrats passed ther 
time during a floor debate by 
wielding scissors any time fresh-

.man Rep. Tqm Emmer of Delano .) 
stood up. Emmer, a conservative, : • 
Republican, had sponsored a pro- . 
posal allowing castration of some 
sex off enders. That bill, too, didn't 
make the cut . 

So does this shed light ortthe 
routine happ·enings at the Capi­
tol? Is this.how the people's busi­
ness is always conducted? Proba- · 
bly not. But it's some of the less-:­
er-known ingredients in the l~g- , 
islative process. · 

Perhaps the sausage metaphor; 
is right on. Tell me what you 
think - if you haven't lost your 
. appetite. · 

Scott Wente ca.n be reached at swe~te@repu~­
lican-eagle.com or _388-2914, ext 122. 

·,. 



Raising wages 
Minimum wage increase awaits gubernatorial action 

@ 
the bill would help close that gap. 

"You want to make sure kids are fed and the 
• mortgage is paid," said Rep: Cy Thao (DFL-St. 

Paul). Both of his parents worked minimum 
wage jobs. 

• Rep. Margaret Anderson Kelliher (DFL-
Mpls) said the · increase would provide more 

Bv BRETT MARTIN "What's wrong with someone making $7 an financial freedom to workers. 

P ay raises for minimum wage earners hour making $ 7.50?" he asked. "It does have "This minimum wage bill will attract more 
might be just a couple of pen strokes an effect, but I think that's a good thing." people to Minnesota who want to work," she 
away. • Rep. Mark Olson (R-Big Lake) worried that said. 

Awaiting action by Gov. Tim Pawlenty is a increasing the minimum wage would hurt • Rep. Marty Seifert (R-Marshall) offered 
bill that would increase the state's minimum businesses, which would result in job losses an unsuccessful amendment to make it a 
wage by $1 an hour for large employers and and lead to more jobs being outsourced. "livable" wage by increasing the minimum 
35 cents an hour for smaller employers. "I have grave concerns over what you're pay to $9.73 an hour. 

The House passed the bill 84-50 May 2, but proposing," he said. "We cannot be short- "Let's do the whole enchilada," Seifert said. 
not before debating amendments that would sighted." "You're only giving us half a taco." 
change the amount of the increase and which , Rep. Dan Severson (R-Sauk Rapids) agreed, He offered an amendment to change the 
companies would be impacted. saying it would make Minnesota a less busi- $500,000 gross sales limit that determines 

The Senate approved the amended bill ness-friendly state and would drive some minimum wage pay rates to $2 million. 
44-22 the following day. small businesses, such as family-run restau- When that was defeated, he unsuccessfully 

Sponsored by Rep. Tom Rukavina (DFL- • rants, out of business. offered another amendment to change it to 
Virginia) and Sen. Ellen R. Anderson (DFL-St. •- "This is about denying jobs to our people," $1 million. A third amendment to change it 
Paul), HF48/SF3* would impact approxi- he said. to $750,000 was orally amended to $625,000 
mately 50,000 Minnesotans who currently DFL members offered a different perspec- and approved. 
earn minimum wage. •tive. Rep. Frank Hornstein (DFL-Mpls) said a , An amendment by Rep . Tom Emmer 

"The win today is for some of the lowest wide gap exists between basic necessities and 
Continued on page 22 

paid people," Rukavina said. what minimum wage earners can afford, and 
As approved, the bill would require 

employers with annual gross sales of at least 
$625,000 to increase the minimum wage from 
$5.15 an hour to $6.15 an hour beginning 
Aug. 1, 2005. Current definition defines a 
large employer as one with at least $500,000 
in annual sales. The $5.15 hourly rate has been 
in place since Sept. 1, 1997. 

Minimum wage for employers with annual 
gross sales of less than $500,000 has been 
$4.90 an hour since Jan. 1, 1998. That 
would increase to $5.25 an hour, beginning 
Aug. 1, 2005, for companies with less than 
$625,000 in annual sales. 

Employers would be able to pay an employee 
under 20 years of age $4.90 an hour for the 
first 90 consecutive days of employment. The 
hourly amount is now $4.25. 

The federal minimum wage for co_vered, 
nonexempt employees is $5.15 an hour, 
according to the U.S. Department of Labor. 

"This would have a huge economic boost 
to the state," Rukavina said. 

Some Republicans argued that the 
minimum wage increase would force pay 
increases in other income brackets, which 
Rukavina welcomes. 

May 6, 2005 

PHOTO BY SARAH STACKE 

Tony Gomez prepares a sandwich at the Subway in Hugo. A bill that would raise the state's minimum 
wage for the first time since Jan. 1, 1998, would affect entry-level positions in fast food and other 
establishments. 
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Environment continued from page 14 

and grant-in-aid trails in order to defray trail 
grooming and maintenance costs. 

Under the bill, municipalities, golf courses 
and landscape irrigators would pay a surcharge 
on water used during the summer months, if 
the amount is greater than January consump­
tion levels. The surcharge would not apply to 
agricultural users. The increased fee could 
promote conservation, proponents said. 

Also under the bill, a fee would be estab­
lished to cover the department's costs for 
managing state-owned minerals. The minerals 
management fee would be set at 20 percent of 
mineral revenues generated. Currently, the 
money comes from the General Fund. 

PlanB 
If the House fails to pass a gaming measure, 

Article 2 would become a reality in order to 
meet the General Fund spending target of 
$274.48 million. "Uff Da, if we get Option A," 

• said Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar). _ 
"These cuts are pretty ironic or tragic when 

all we hear is the talk about cleaning up our 
polluted waters," said Rep. Jean Wagenius. 
(DFL-Mpls). 

Under that scenario, funding would be 
reduced for the following agencies: · 
• Department of Natural Resources 

(-$8.31 million); however, reductions ·to 
the Reinvest in Minnesota program for­
warded in the Article 1 funding plan would 
be canceled out by $691,000; 

• Board ofWater and Soil Resources 
(-$1.41 million); 

• Department of Environmental Protection 
(-$1 million); 

• Minnesota Conservation Corps 
(-$700,000); 

• Metropolitan Council parks 
(-$600,000); and 

• Science Museum of Minnesota 
(-$70,000). eL 

Wages continued from page 15 

(R-Delano), which was withdrawn, would 
have repealed the state's minimum wage 
altogether. 

Seven states don't have a minimum 
wage requirement, and the 14 states with a 
minimum wage standard higher.than Minne­
sota also have higher unemployment, Emmer 
said. 

"It's proven that it does not work," he 
said. 
• Rep. Bob Gunther (R-Fairniont) unsuc­
cessfully offered an amendment to hold 
the minimum wage at $5.25 an hour for 
waiters and waitresses, and $ 6.15 an hour for 

22 Session Weekly 

employees at companies with annual sales of · 
more than $1 million. . 

"This is fair," he said. "I want to see the 
minimum wage raised to $6.15 an hour." 

Gunther argued that tipped employees 
don't need the raise because they average more 
than $17 an hour. eL 

Drive continued from page 16 

a shared structure for the management of 
property and the use of shared technology 
for managing real estate. The system would 
include details such as rent, repair, mainte­
nance and ownership. 

Fourteen "custodial" agencies now manage 
more than 5,000 buildings on nearly 6 million 
acres, 880 leases totaling more than 4 million 
square feet and the budgeting and legisla­
tive processes are based on incomplete data, 
according to the report. 

The governor's reorganizational . order 
involves making uniform "programs and 
services related to the construction and 
building code licenses and regulation are 
being consolidated in the Department of 
Labor and Industry." Currently, multiple 
agencies oversee the building codes causing 
staff time to be spent on similar data collecting 
functions rather than enforcement activity. · 

The result would be, according to the report, 
"more efficient, effective, and less costly regu­
lation of the construction industry," which 
accounts for nearly 20 percent of the state's 
economy. 

Additional areas expected to be addressed 
later include: customer service innovation 
projects, such as consolidated contact centers, 
improvements on how the state handles 
financial transactions and combining human 
resource functions into a shared service. 

Staff positions are expected to be reduced 
by about 1,300 with most of the reduc­
tion coming from attrition, ·rather than 
the "restructuring, relocations or layoff," 
which would happen over a five-year period, 
Badgerow said. e.L 

Barber continued from page 18 

and Kevin will be graduating from cosme­
tology sc;hool this year. 

Kirkpatrick's other shops, including· one 
in the Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport, and one opening in Stillwater, keep 
him busy. When he gets a chance, though, he 
enjoys getting outdoors. 

"I do all kinds of fishing, and I do a lot of 
hunting trips." From Minnesota to Colorado 
and Wyoming, you'll find Kirkpatrick fishing for 
walleye and hunting elk, deer and antelope. 

Kirkpatrick is a reservoir not only of skill and 
experience; but political secrets as well. "I know 
most everything that's going to happen before 
it happens," he said, but he'll never tell. 

Then again, there is one thing Kirkpatrick 
thinks people should know: "This job is the 
best-kept secret in the world!" eL 

War continued from page 19 

combination of street smarts and luck, said 
Hornstein. Both his parents spent time in 
forced labor camps - much like those that 
Lieder helped liberate - where the able­
bodied tended to be sent first. His parents 
met after the war while on a train to a camp 
for displaced persons. 

Hornstein's mother died in 1998, and his 
father, Stephen, now lives in St. Louis Park. 
Last year, Hornstein invited Lieder to his 
family's Passover Seder meal where the two 
older men immediately began talking about 
their war experiences. 

"The vets who defeated Germany and liber­
ated the camps are heroes," said Hornstein. 

A soldier's view 
When he was young, Cybart knew a concen­

tration camp survivor who lived down the 
street from his aunt in Michigan. The woman, 
who had a camp number tattooed on her arm, 
would talk about her experiences. "That made 
it real," said Cybart. 

During a seven-year stint in Germany with 
the Air Force military police in the 1980s, he 
visited Dachau, a concentration: camp near 
Munich. "It was a somber place and a horri­
fying part of history," he said. 

Cybart has tremendous respect for the 
"Greatest Generation" ofWorld War II and the 
sacrifices they made. Through his wife, who 
is from Zell, Germany, he's talked with many 
Germans and heard their war experiences. 

Retired a few years ago after 20 years of 
active duty, Cybart first met Lieder when 
he was seeking sponsors for a bill involving 
veteran's benefits. 

"I have the utmost respect for what he went 
through," said Cybart. 

Cybart feels strongly about honoring 
veterans and the sacrifices they made for the 
country. He's organizing the Memorial Day 
commemoration in Apple Valley this year. 

"If we don't honor these peopie we forget 
their sacrifices and I don't want that to be 
forgotten." JlL 

, tf you _haye Intent~~ _acc;:es_s, v~sit ~fie:~:-·"· · 

<: ->'~~ :t~;f l-t!~-~b;!'~f :-<:; i~/> ~ 
May 6, 2005 
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A call to public service 
Emmer takes time to know the people and the process 

Bv BRETT MARTIN 

When Rep. Tom Emmer (R-Delano) moved 
just west of the Twin Cities metropolitan area 
after graduating from law school in 1988, he had 

no idea the move would 
lead him into politics. 
In fact, he purchased the 
Old Shady Beach Resort 
Hotel, the last privately 
owned resort in Hen­
nepin County, to enjoy 
rural life. 

"I wanted to go some­
Rep. Tom Emmer where where I could 

hunt in the front yard and fish in the back­
yard," he said. 

The country didn't stay country for long. 
Developers came to Independence to start 
building, and a new road was slated for con­
struction in front of Emmer's home. This 
called for removing 300-year-old trees. Em­
mer contacted the mayor and saved the trees 

the night before they were to be cut down. 
"That's the way the process is supposed to 

work," he said. "Then the public service part 
took hold of me." 

The call to public service prompted him 
to run for city council. He served eight years 
on the Independence City Council and then 
moved up the road to Delano, where he served 
another two years before being elected to the 
House. 

His city council experience gave him first­
hand knowledge of the needs and expectations 
of the people he now represents. Because the 
area is experiencing rapid growth, Emmer 
said constituents are looking for a better 
transportation system. 

"The city is exploding, so the issues we're 
facing at home and the issues we're facing here 
are the same," he said. "The transportation 
infrastructure needs serious consideration. 
There are a lot of people moving into the area, 
and they need to be able to get around. They 

A solid foundation 
Hosch uses business, local government background 

Bv MATT W ETZEL 

Rep. Larry Hosch (DFL-St. Joseph) ran for 
the House because he believes some members 
of the Legislature had grown shortsighted. 

"I was frustrated with 
some of the things that 
were happening," he 
said. "There were many 
cuts that saved money 
in the short-term but 
didn't look to the long­
term implications." 

Hosch, who co-owns 
Rep. Larry Hosch a home construction 

and remodeling business, is one of the young­
est House members at age 27, but is not short 
on experience, having served as mayor of St. 
Joseph for four years. Despite working hard 
at his business and being involved in the 
community, some residents didn't take him 
seriously because of his youth. 
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"I wanted to make St. Joseph my home," he 
said. "I was tired of complaining." 

He sees education funding, paying for 
health care and jobs as the key issues facing 
his district. 

"We have schools in the state that have 
declining enrollment. Operating referendums 
just aren't working. We need the state to step 
in," he said. Voters in the Rocori School Dis­
trict rejected three different levies, and now 
a fourth-grade class there has 33 children. He 
believes schools should be better supported 
by the state so students have equal access and 
equal opportunity. 

Like children learning to play together, 
Hosch said legislators must do the same. If he 
could have offered the first bill of the session, 
it would reflect that value. "A mandate that we 
all have to work together," he said. "There's so 
many things that I want to do." 

Hosch has to balance two messages in his 

2002 Population: 36,729 
Largest city: St. Michael 
Counties: Hennepin and Wright 

<@ 

Top concerns: Education, transportation 

.,7he transportation infrastructure 
needs serious consideration. There 
are a lot of people moving into the 

area, and they need to be able to get 
around. They need access/., 

- Rep. Tom Emmer 

need access." 
Emmer serves on the House Civil Law and 

Elections, Ethics, Health Policy and Finance 
and Regulated Industries committees. 

"What I'd prefer to do, as a new legislator, is 
to get my feet on the ground and learn as much 
as I can about the people and the process," he 
said. 

A trial attorney, Emmer compares serving as 
a new House member to serving on a jury. "You 
want to get all the information, get the facts, 
then make an informed decision," he said. 

2002 Population: 36,834 
Largest city: St. Joseph 
County: Stearns 
Top concerns: School funding and 
health care 

.,.,We have schools in the state that 
have declining enrollment. Operating 
referendums just arent working. We 

need the state to step in/' 
- Rep. Larry Hosch 

district, with the St. Cloud area "exploding," but 
the western half being predominantly rural. 

Rural Minnesota and its needs are crucial, 
but sometimes rural folks have a hard time 
getting together and presenting a united front, 
he said. "I think really the most important 
area we have to deal with is jobs." 

Hosch serves on the House Governmen­
tal Operations and Veterans Affairs, Local 
Government, and Rules and Legislative 
Administration committees. 

February 25, 2005 
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uu,L.OILIIOO.-" let voters decide if casino comes to cities 

BY BRETT MARTIN 

efore a casino can set up operations in 
a city, it may have to win over the city's 
residents. 

Two bills heard by the Gaming Division of 
the House Regulated Industries Committee 
on Feb. 23 would prohibit the location of a 
state-operated or state-licensed gambling fa­
cility in a city unless the city's voters approve 
the facility in a referendum. 
• Reps. Ann Lenczewski (DFL-Bloomington) 

• and Ray Vandeveer (R-ForestLake) are sponsor­
ing HF463 and HF1208, respectively. Both bills 
would require voter approval in a general or 
special election called for that purpose, with the 
city picking up the expense for the election. 

Vandeveer's bill would exempt racetracks 
from being considered a gambling facility 
unless it also conducts casino games. Lenc­
zewski's bill doesn't have the exemption. 

Lenczewski said it's important to let the voters 
decide if a casino can open in their communities 
because the host towns would be impacted by 
factors not addressed by the state, such as local 
costs, congestion and smoking bans. 

''A host community would have a long list of 
issues the state would not consider," she said. 

Vandeveer said the bills are in sync with 
the governor's pledge that he would not force 
a casino in any given area. 

"In Minnesota, we like to have the people 
make decisions, and that's what this legisla­
tion does," he said. 

Although Lenczewski concedes that casinos 
may be able to sway voters' opinions through 
marketing blitzes, she said the bills would slow 
down the process ofbuilding a new casino and 
give legislators time to work out a good deal 
with the gambling facility. 

She points out that the tribal gaming com­
pacts have not been beneficial to the state. 

"Let's not rush too quickly to make another 
bad compact," Lenczewski said. 

Currently, there are no legislators stepping 
forward with bills to bring a casino to their 
cities or towns, which Lenczewski finds ironic. 
She said legislators have fought for prisons, 
nuclear waste and sex offender housing in 
their districts, but not one representative is 
courting gambling facilities. 

Both bills were held over for possible in­
clusion in an omnibus bill. A companion for 
Vandeveer's bill (SF1106), sponsored by Sen. 
Michele Bachmann (R-Stillwater), awaits ac­
tion in the Senate Agriculture, Veterans and 
Gaming Committee. Lenczewski's bill does 
not have a Senate companion. 

The governor's budget proposal called for a 
$200 million one-time casino license fee. Under 
the governor's plan a new casino arrangement, 

PHOTO BY TOM OLMSCHEID 

A pair of bills would require voter approval before a state-operated or state-licensed gaming facility 
could open in a city. 

February 25, 2005 

Let the duckies race 
For years, groups across the state have raised 

money by racing rubber ducks on Minnesota 
lakes. However, by doing so, they were violating 
the law. 

But they may not remain that way for long. 
Rep. Al Juhnke (DFL-Willmar) is sponsoring 
HF803, that would redefine a raffle under chari­
table gaming laws to include games in which 
chances are represented by shares or other 
certificates of participation. 

That modification would make the famed 
duck races legal. Under current law, raffles 
require tickets. 

On Feb.23, the Gaming Division of the House 
Regulated Industries Committee heard, and oc­
casionally jeered, a bill that would legalize the 
rubber duck races. It was held over for possible 
inclusion in an omnibus bill. 

A companion bill (SF759), sponsored by Sen. 
Ann H. Rest (DFL-New Hope), awaits action in 
the Senate Agriculture, Veterans and Gaming 
Committee. 

{B.Martin) 

which could include a partnership with inter­
ested tribes, is expected to generate more than 
$ 100 million in state revenues beginning in 
2008. 

Although net revenues at Minnesota tribal 
casinos are unknown since casinos don't have 
to disclose them, they have been estimated to 
be between $1 billion and $2 billion a year, ac­
cording to the Minnesota State Lottery. Illegal 
gambling in Minnesota is estimated to be in 
excess of $2 billion annually. 

A 2004 survey conducted by the Minnesota 
State Lottery and St. Cloud State University 
found that 83 percent of adult Minnesotans 
had gambled during the previous year, and 
an additional 11 percent had gambled at some 
point in their lives. 

According to the survey, the average Min­
nesotan has bet on six different gambling ac­
tivities in his or her lifetime and three within 
the past year. The state lottery was the most 
popular form of gambling with 60 percent of 
the state's adults having purchased a lottery 
ticket in the year prior to the survey. 

Legal gambling in Minnesota includes char­
itable gambling, pari-mutuel horse racing, the 
state lottery, card rooms and tribal casinos. 
Utah and Hawaii are the only states that do 
not have some form oflegal gambling. 

JJL 
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f E~Rfigij~utM!if thfater . 
~p. Tom Emmer's diatribe about 
Democrats ~d political theater ("Re-

. pitition can't change the truth," June _ 
· 22) would be humor.ous if it were not 
such a sad. display of olir .dysfunc­
tional.political process. . . 

· Here is a freshman Republican 
who authored a hill promoting cas"' 
tration of sex offenders ·as his con­
tribution to:our civil discourse, and 
he . is complaining about political 
theater! -Perhaps if the far-right-:wing · 
ideologues who have taken over· the 
Republican Party could get over their 
fascination with castration and gay 

· marriage, there woilld be less politi-
cal theater in St. .Paul. · 

Tom Salkowski,Buffalo, Minn.-

(@ 

---
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: · Stop playing politics 
I was disheartened to read about 

~eri~ between Gov. Tim 
Pawle~{\ttomey General Mike· 

Star Tribune, June 23). 
In the face, of a . potential shut-

. down, I donJ believe this.is .the-time 
for constant · partisan arguing· or 
posturingJor the 2006 gubernato­
rial race. 

· As a employee of the Minnesota 
Historical Society- which is facing · 
possible shutdown- I know that un­
less the bickering leads to a solution 
that will allow me to pay my bills, nei-

. ther one will get my vote. 

When I see the letters "R" or"DFL" 
at the end of a piece, I know that it's 
going to be an article blaming the op:­
posite partyfor the gridlock and po- . 
tential government shutdown; -

It seems like the top ·priorities ,. · 
i for .elected officials are posturing~ 
; holding rigidly to a particular ide- . 
. ology and making the other party 

look as bad as possible as a runup to 
the next election. Doing the job they 
were elected to do ~ serve the best 
interests of the state and its people 
- is way down on the list. 

If they spent half as m1..tch effort 
doing their jobs and workingfor real 
compromise, rather than fighting 

. . , among,themselves and spewing par-
. IrecentlysawaT-shirtwith the ex- I tisan bilg~J_we would have:a budget 

Jessica Tarbox, St. Paul. 

pression, "Your lips keep moving, but and the vanous st~te agencies would 
. all lhear is blah, blah, blah : .. " I am'. . not be planning for a shutdown. 
reminded of this every time l read a Joe Fishbein, West St. PauL 
commentary from a state legisla- . - .STAR TRIBUNE JtJ_ N 2 4 'QI; • 

- t~ucb as the June 22 coinmentary We have long memtlr1es 
v.iece .byRep. Tom Emmer ("Repeti- · . If there is a wayt? impeac;:h Goy. 

. · tion can't change the truth'') and oth- . Tim ~awlenty for fiduc~ary negh-
ers that have appeared recently. . , gence. and mismanagement, I think 

· : . it's_ time to start considering it. Dit-
- !?-for Senate Majority Leader De_ an 
VJ ohnson . and House Speaker Steve 
~ggum. Shame o~ them for h<?ld-

m_g the ~eople of Minnesota hostage\ ·. 
with ¢.eu little game of chess. · · 

We pawns will reniember this 
when election time comes . . 

John Joachim, Tay_lors Falls, Minn. 
fi_1D. ·U L.C,o~ lodi : 
Gov. Tim'pawlenty, House SpJaker 

Steve Sviggum and Democratic Sen-: 
ate Majority Leader Dean Johnson 

· cannot put partisan politics . aside · 
and find -COiilptomise ;in govern-
ment. The bums. . . 

Rememher to vote every on~ of 
· them out next time around: · 

Harold Kleven; Big Lake, Minn. 

Use the''I' word . 
I'd like to ,thcll}k Rep.Irv.Anderson 

for his June 22 letter "Defending the 
status quo." 
. I agre_e I that ' investing in . our . 
schools and other services helps to . 
make Minnesota more prosperous 
in the long run. · Investing needed 
money for the -purpose_ of future 
prosperity-sounds kind of con$erva­
tive, doesn't it? . . . . •. . . 

. If Gov.timPa~lenty is not.wlilng 
to invest in Minnesota's fu_ture pros­
perity, thenwhatdoesthatmakehµn? · 
He's sounding less and less conserva­
tive and more and more reckless. in-

1. 

stead of c.all.. .ing a ~ax' a .. "~ee/'.· maybe 
I>a,wlenty could start looking at what 
it really is: an investment. If he's a true 
conservative, then that is something 
he should find appealing. · 

· Joseph Lex, Minneapol~ 

([j) 
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_· tr ti: e . Editorial as a on-. · 
·summons@ . . , 

important 
. . . . 

. questions · 
A freshman legislator's proposal to require 

. certain Minnesota sex offenders to be chemically 
castrated raises many questions that need to be 
answered if the Legislature is serious about pur­
suing this option. 

Chemical castration, or admi.mstering drugs 
or hormones to remove sexual desire ·and ag­
gression, is not a new idea. Starting with Cali~ 
fornia in 1996, aboiit 10 states have adopted a 
variety of measures relating to it. A handful of 
European countries have used chemical or surgi­
cal castration even.longer than that.· 

Analyzing results from these measures will go 
a long way toward determining whether Rep. • 

-~ Tom Emme_r's."asexual rehabilitation'' plan is a 
· humane, effective and efficient way to treat re­

peat pedophiles. Eminer1s bill, House File 1131, 
r~ads in part: 

Asexualization would be applied when the 
person has sexual contact or commits a sex 
crime with a person younger than age 13 and ag­
gravating circumstances include the crime: 
■ Being especially serious, atrocious or cruel. 
■ Resulting in significant physical injury to 

the victim. 
■ · Was co:mn:ntted upon one victim bythe 

defendant two 'or more times within a 24-hour 
period . 
■ Was committed upon one victim by two or 

more persons, acting in concert with the defen-
. dant. . . -

(ijfJ 

■ Was committed by a.person while serving 
a sentence for a sex crime conviction, or while . 
subject to any provision of a deferred pi-osecu-· 
tion agreement, suspended sentence, or post- . 

• imprisonment supervision for a
1
sex crime. 

■ There was a prior Juvenile delinquency adju­
di~tion for a sex crime. 
■ Or there was a prior conviction for a sex 

crime in this state or another state. · i 
Under the bill~ chemical castration would be 

in addition to other punishments, and it could ... · 
be ordered as a condition of release~ It also al-
lows any person c_onvicted of a sex crime to vol­
untarily consent to the procedure. 
· Rep. Dan Severson of Sauk Rapids signed on 

as a co-author Thursday. The bill awaits action 
in the House Public Safety Policy and Finance 
Committee. There is n9 companion bill in the 
Senate. 

Proponents of chemical castration tout its -
success at reducing recidivism. Some European 
studies have shmvn these rates to fall to as low 
as 3 percent, while other approaches - impris­
onment, coUiiseling, even shock therapy - · still 
yielq. recidivism rates of 17.- percent and more. 

-Many of the larger studies that proponents 
cite are based in Europe and involve preferential 
pedophiles,' or people who prefer sexual relations 
with children. Situa~onal pedophiles are people 
who have had adult sexual relationships, .but will 
have sex with children because of drugs or alco­
hol, or because needs are nototherwise being 
met, according The Associated Press. 
. Opponents argue chemical castration is cruel 

and unusual punishment and not allowed under 
the U.S. Constitution. They also say the use of 

. drugs implies pedophilia is more of a disease 
than a crime, and question whether that's the · 

. right message to send. In addition, they ask 
about long-term effectiveness. Chemical castra­
tion lasts only as long as drugs are administered, 
plus it does nothing to address the defendant's 
mental capacities. Does that mean _recipients are 

, to stay on the drugs their entire lives? 

I 
Clearly, Minnesota rieeds to look at all these 

, questions, as well as results from other states' 
laws, in helping deteimine whether this is an ap-
propriate approach. -

·.'-

\· 
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1c-aStratlon· is 

. . ' 

not the _answer 
One of the top stories on the .JOAZ 10 o'clock news last ·; 

night told about 52-year.:old Reinaldo _Vasquez, who's spent · 
the last seven years in a No_rth Dakota prison for raping a male 
co-worker. During that time, he lost an ,eye and _~xperienced 
the harsh realities of prison life. Now, the co,=-worker has 
recanted his testj.mony, saying he made the vyhole story up. 
Because his testimony was what got Vasquez convicted, it's 
likely Vasquez will soon be freed. 

Flipping to KVLY, one 9if_that .chann. el's headline. s was the 
• proposal by Minnesota,.Re~. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, to grant 

judges the ability to sentence pedophiles to chemical castra­
tion through sex-drive-suppressing drugs in certain cases such 
as an extremely cruel crime, a physically injured victim or a 

· repeat perpetrator. Emmer' s bill also includes an option for 
physical castration, . upon request of the perpetrator, of 

· pedophiles who've preyed on preteens. 
Under Emm~rfs bill, a case such as Vasquez's could possi­

bly meet the criteria . for a chemical · _c;~sttation sentence, 
, depending upon how the judge construes it. Let's assume for 
a minute that Vasquez is sentenced in. Minnesota under th~ 
same c4'cumstances, and the judge orders him to be castrated 
in addition to his lengthy prison sentence. Seven years later, 

' oops, the guy who sent him to prison say~ he lied. Vasquez is 
released from prison and tries · to get his life' in order, which. is 
next to impossible .after experiencing several brutal years in 
prison. . . · 

Then, to top it off, he doesn't get to have sex the rest of his 
life. 

Presumably, most people sentenced to castration are guilty 
and probably deserve to be deprived of their sex drives, but 
juries have, time and again, convicted innocent people, and 
being castrated i~ a huge·price for the innocent to pay so the · 
guilty can be punished. 
· The effectiveness of castration (physical and chemical) as a 
deterrent to sex crimes has long been debated. While it might 
work for some predators and repeat offenders, the experts 

. acknowledge it is by no mea,ns_ a ,cure-all. And many so:..called 
sex crimes are more about control, violence _or drug-induced 
rather than sexual urges.· How can we know which ones it 
would work on until it's too late? 

Is castration cruel and unusual punishment? You be the 
judge. , To remove the use of a body part that was used in a 
crime..:. well, do we cut off or paralyze the arms of thieves? Do 
we lobotomize computer hackers and other white-collar crim- · 
inals? Do we purposely bn~ak .the legs ofthose fleeing from 
custody? Of course not, those amount to cruel .and unusual 
punishment. · · 

Castration is an invasive medical procedure. Medical proce-
. dures don't belong in court-ordered sentences. And while both 
types of castration can be reversed, there could ·still be lasting 
effects on the recipients of these procedures. If the c;ortvt.cted . 
offender chooses to be castrated completely o_n his own, with­
out the incentive of a drastically reduced sentence, certainly, 
no one would deny him that right. · • 

While no one can argue that something ne'eds to be done 
about the most extreme sex offenders, castration is nol the 
answer. Emmer's bill should be shot down before it gets any­
where. Although niIJ.e other states have. laws allowing castra­
tion, Minnesota doesn't _need to join them. There are too many 

· reasons not to. \ 
./\ Natalie J. ·Ostgaard) 
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Minnesotans for ResponsibleGovernment says th0)(-, 
current camP,aign finance systemfa 'a bad joke' · 
Sl: eci.u-l w:i~ I,~ s-19--t;JS_ di---. 1· · . .. _ . f·: - .b • 

- . . . .· ~ -.· - . . mcreases _sc osur.e reqwrements o contn utions 
. BY CHARLEY SH . _ . . · . and expenditures. . . . . · 

· _ Legal Ledger Staff Wnter _ Campaign finance legisla#(m was originally spon-
· ········································································································· sored by Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, and Sen. John : 

A campaign finance watchdog group says $3.5 mil.: 
filion in independent expenditures was spent on 

. state House races for the 2004 election. · 
The per candidate amoup.t .of expenditures for cer­

tain House races exceeded the amount allowed under · 
state ~ampaign fip.ance laws, accordi:hg to Min-

. nesotans for · Responsible Government (MRG). The 
group's leaders called the current system"~ badjoke." 

"We need special interests to participate but not 
· to determine like they do today,." spokesman Joe 
Marble said. 

Marble, along with co-founder David Hoch and 
Hamline University political science professor 
David Schultz, unveiled a large "for sale" billboard 
in front of the state Capitol on Tuesday morning. · 

The .independent expenditures included $1.54 . 
million from the DFL Party, $1.2 million from 
Republicans and $750;000 from spec~al interest 
political action committees, the group reported. 

MRG supports campaign finance legi~lation cur­
rently before the Legislature .. and is hoping for a 
. floor vote this week in · the House on a bill that 

Hottinger, DFL-St. Peter. The Hous~ · bill was 
· amended into a bigger bill. 

In the bill, an individual, political committee, · 
politi~ fund or p·olitical party th~t spends an aggre­
gate amount ,-iri. excess. of $500 __ on "electioneering · 
communication" such as television advertisements 
to affect the outcome of a state election must report 
expen,_ditures within 24 hours. Those requirements 
would be in effect 60 days before a general-election 
and 30 days before a primary. Each expenditure over 
$100 would bave to be reported to the state Cam- . 
paign Finance ~d Public Disclosure Board along 
with the name the candidate identified in the ad. 

So-called independent expenditures would have 
to be reported within 48 hours . . _ . . . · -

"This is th~ most progress made on any real cam­
paign finance reform in over a decade," said Schultz, 
a former president of Common Cause Minnesota . . 

· Marble said campaign reform is needed hefore the 
· next campaign season kicks off. . . 

"The time for reform is now," Marble said. "Once · 
the 2006 election cycle begins, you can forget about it." 

' 

\_-



Meth_ the topic of Senate 
discussion this week 

By Jennifer Rogers 
Tribune staff writer 

· This week at the state 
capitol: 

Meth bills 
A Senate committee 

moved Thursday to slap 
restrictions on sales of cold 
medicine that can be turned 
into methamphetamine, one 
of three bills dealing with 
the fast-spreading drug to 
get the thumbs up. 

The Crime Prevention 
and Public Safety 
Committee endorsed a bill 
that would put a two-pack­
age-limit on purchases of 
.rtJ.edicine containing 

· ·- pseudophedrine and would 
require buyers to',show 
identification. Retailers 
would have to keep that 
medicine behind a counter 
and maintain a purchase 
log. 

The. bill, sponsored by 
~en. Linda Berglin, DFL-
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Minneapolis, now awaits a 
full Senate vote. 

Advocates argue that 
meth makers will be leery 
about leaving a trail of their 
purchases. But privacy 
advocates are troubled by 
the logs, which they say are 
too intrusive for the general . 
public. 

The other two bills have 
more committee stops to 
make. 

One, sponsored by Sen.• 
Julie Rosen, R-Fairmont, 
ratchets up penalties for 
making and selling meth as 
well as reclassifies the drug 
as a narcotic par with 

.• · .. . ........ ................ . .......... ..... l , ........ .. _4: .. 
. -See Update, Page 3A(l 
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cocaine; and heroiny 
For instance, selling meth 

could land offenders in prison 
for 10 years for a first offense 
or 15 years for a repeat offense 
- more than triple the current 
maximum terms. · 

Some lawmakers, ·however, 
worry about some of the penal­
ties bein_g too strict. Sen. Jane , 
Ranum, DFL:-Minneapolis; 
said some meth offenders 
should be considered for treat­
ment instead rather than auto­
matically being put in prison . . 

No-fault auto insurance 
Promising to shave 20 per­

cent off car insurance premi­
ums, three Republican law- · 
mak.ers unveiled a proposal 
Wednesday to eliminate no-. 
fault auto insurance in .1 

· • 

Minnesota. · 
. · \ Rep. Tim Wilkin, Sen.• 
"'GeoffMichel and Seri. Mady 
Reiter made the announcement 
in a civics classroom at St. 
Bernard's Catholic High 
School in St. Paul, where jun-

. iors and seniors studied the 
state's auto insurance -system· ... 
.and recommended the change. 

"We as teenagers pay so 
much a month and we didn't 
think this was right," said · 
Missy Bohland, a senior. "This 
personally would save me · 
$380 a year." · 

Minnesota is one of 10 
states to require no-fault insur­
ance. The state's drivers pay an 
average of $800 a year for 
insurance, compared with $609 
in Wisconsin and $533 in 
North Dakota. · 

Wilkin, R-Eag"ai:J.; said tb.e · 
state's no-fault system has· led 
to unreasonable costs because 
the system doesn't limit med­
ical claims, even for minor 
injuries. Eliminating no-fault 
insurance would bring premi­
ums more in line with sur­
rounding states, he said. The 
legislation would require a 20 
percent reduction in•premiums, 
saving Minnesota drivers -an 
average of $160.a year. ·· 

Lowering premiums would 
probably reduce the number of 

uni11.sured drivers on the roads, 
currently estimated at about 15 
percent, Wilkin said. 
. When lawmakers adopted 

no-fault insurance in the 
1970s, they intended to prevent 
mino.r accid~nts from ending . 
up in court, but the fack of lim­
its on medical claims has led 
to some health providers over­
charging for services, said Bob 
Johnson, executive vice presi­
dent of the ,Insurance 
Federation of Minnesota. :·· · 

Castration for pedophiles 
Drug-induced 'castration 

should b_e among the punish­
ments for sex offenders who 
victimize children, a state leg­
islator said Thursday. , 
• Rep. Tom Emmer, R~ 

• Delano, proposed allowing 
judges to require pedophiles to 
take. sex-drive-suppressing 
drugs as part of their sentences 
iri cases where the crime was 
extremely cruel,' the victim was 
physically injured or the perpe­
trator had previous offenses. 
Erruner also would let 
pedophiles volunteer for physi­
cal castration on the operating 
table. 

'·'We can't assume that we 
can keep building bigger and 

· bigger buildings" to house sex 
off enders, said the first-term 
legislator, who said he was 

· prompted to write the bill after 
hearing hours of testimony on 
proposals to contain sex · 
offenders. 

He cited studies showing 
that castration significantly 
reduced repeat crimes by sex 
offenders motivated by sexual 
urges. "That would control the 
urges that they cannot control 
themselves," he said. 

Nine states, including 
Wisconsin, have chemical cas­
tration laws for some sex 
offeriders. Chemical castration 
involv_es men taking female 
hormone drugs to suppress the 
sex drive. Offenders in Texas, 
California and Florida can opt 
for surgical n~moval of the 
testes instead. · ' 

'A member of the 
Governor's Commission on 

.: Sex. O~ e11der Pol1ey .., whose 
recen_t report to the governor 
recommended creation of a . 
nonpartisan :board to oversee 
sex.offender policy - said cas­
tration needs a closer look 

before legislators jump on 
board. 

"There's no magic bullet -
that's why we need a holistic, 
comprehensive approach," said 
Carla Ferrucci, executive 
'director-of ilie iM.mnesota' . 
Coalftfoii ) .. ghifo,t Sexual 
Assault. "We' rteed to deal with" · 
all sides of the issue . 
... Castration is a solution after 
$,er~'s already many, many 
victims. We want to look at the 
front end." 

Minnesota quarter . 
The first Minnesota-themed 

quarters will arrive at the state 
capitol in April in a TCP 
Bank-arranged armored truck. 

TCF beat out two credit 
unions Thursday to be the host 
bank for the April 12 quarter 
rollo_ut. It's all part of the U.S. 
Mint's 50-state commemora­
tive quarter program. 

The Minnesota quarter fea­
tures a loon, two anglers in a 
boat, a pine-lined lakeshore 
and an outline of the state with 
the words, "Land of 10,000 
Lakes." 
. As the host bank, TCF has 
pledged $15,000 for the event, 

· said Education Department 
spokesman Bill Walsh.The 
department provided assistance 
to the panel that designed the 
quarter. ."3 

Walsh said TCP was chosen 
because of its strong 
Minnesota presence, its promo­
tional plan and its suggestions 
for educational tie-ins with the 
event. 

At the event, school chil­
dren will be able to get free 
quarters and everyone else can 
buy $10 rolls. 

Next month, a state contin­
gent Will travel to the Mint in 
Denver where they can watch 
the first Minnesota quarters 
being made. 

For more infol1I\ation on 
happenings at the capitol go to 
www.house.mn and www.sen­
ate.leg.state '.rnn.us/. 

Contact Jennifer Rogers at 
jennifer.rogers·@albertleatribune.co 
m or'·at 379-3439. 
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' House approves 
crime biH aimed 
at sex offenders . 

. SlAR TI?f:Br INF APR 2 9 '85 
By Conrad 'cleF-ie6re 
Star Tribune StaffWriter 

Thousands of sex offenders : would be im­
. prisoned for life and some would be chemically 
or surgically castrated under a sweeping crime 
bill overwhelmingly approved Thursday by the 

. House. · · · .. 
·· Additionally, the most dangerous sex offenders 

who are. released would have to drive cars bearing 
special"ptedatory offender" license plates. They 

. also would be barred from meetings called to noti­
. fy neighbors of_their presence in the t_ommumty. 

· With meinoiies of the November. 2003 slay­
ing of North Dakota college ~tudent Dru Sjodin 
still fresh, legislators spa.red practically no effort 
to crack down on those dubbed the "worst of the 
worst." 

. CRIME continues(:/ ... 

RIME fro~ · / . . 

@ 

. . . . . . . ' . · _ . •, : 

_ -gH'fle from freshman Rep. Tom ► Approved without debate 
~mmer, R-Delano. . ~endment from Rep. Dan 

· ''I apologize if it's sensitive to \,-t"arson, · D FL-Bloomington, to 
some folks," he said of the cas- .. bar sex offenders from notifica­
tration proposal, which would tion meetings about them. The 
apply to a small group of child · move followed a recent meet-

Senate.krt& take up it:s 
version· of bill on-Monday 

I • / _ molesters; who would pay for ing in Bloomington where an · 
Life sentences for serious . o~-· ote of 123 to 10. But House the procedures out of their own offender did show up. · 

sex offenders - without pos- ~oiisor Steve Smith, R:•Mound; pockets. "But the issue is, how . ► Rejected an amendment 
sibility of parole for r~pe with · acknowled~ed-_that the t~b for do we help these ·people help \P(Rep. Ju~y ~oder_strom, R- . 
force, weapons or bodily harm _ · taxpayers will nse steeply m lat- themselves?" The amendment Mora,. to remst1tute a state pa- · 
-:- have beeri under consider- er years. "It's an issue down· the pass eel on a bipartisan vote of · role board that could release 
ation in · the House for more road,". he said. "The next session 80 to 54. nonviolent first offenders from 

. than a year despite official pro- · will have to face that." Bigger majorities approved prison after they . had served 
jections that they'could eventu- · On Monday, the Senate will Emmer's twin amendments to · ·. only half their normal terms. 
ally double Minnesota's inmate take _up its own crime bill, which · mark license plates and driv-: ► Buried, on a vote of 20 
ro_ llsandreq~econstruc:ctono_f would ~so lock up sex offend- · ers' licenses of r~leas_ed Level . to )l~, -an effort ?Y Rep. P~il 
seven new pnsons. - . · ers for life; but many fewer than 3 sex offenders with "predatory \J(finkie, R-Shoreview, to stnp 

~

"It' going to cost $100 mil- . in the House plan and all with · offender" markings. Offenders . olit a 25-cents-a-month · in­
$200 million a year_," said . a chance of parole. It's exp_ ected would pay a $10. surcharge for crease in telephone bills to 

Michael Paymar, DFL-St. that a : conference committee the special plates . . : · ,pay for 911 emergency phone 
Paul. "Your children and your . will work out a compromise be- Critics . said the markings service. Krinkie ·called it a tax; 
children's children are going to · tween the two positions. would do little more than make supporters, including Gov. Tun 

ayfor it." · Conferees probably also will · it harder for ex-offenders to re- . Pawlenty,tegarditas a fee that is . 
Short-term costs of the sen'- have to deal with the castration · enter society, but Emmer said · • vital to maintaining a backbone 

tencing increases make up a and license-plate provisions . they would "help.police protect : . of public safety and homeland 
relatively small portion of the that were adopted after they our kids." security efforts. 
entire $1.7 bilJion omnibus . occupied much of the seven- In oth~r action on the bill, ConraddeFiebreisat 
crime bill, which "'7'as approved hour debate. Both amendm~nts · the House: cdefiebre@starlribune.com. 

. • - ' · . . 1.: -
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+Crime bill aims ·at sex offenders 
BY TONICOLEMAN release and develops profes-

Pioneer Press sional standards for treatment. 
P10NEER PRESS APR 2 9 '85\· The bill also boosts resources to 

Sex offenders were targeted fight methamphetamine, includ­
for new punishment, from ·, ing funding for 10 more meth 
chemical castration to a special agents. 
license plate that . identifies "We believe the worst of the 
them to the public, as the Min- '\VpJ'.P'Should be incarcerated for 

· · nesota House passed a bulky ~" s_aid Rep. Steve Smith, R-
crime bill Thursday. Mound, chairman of the House 

The bill of more than 300 Public Safety Policy and 
page's gave lawmakers.plenty to Finance Committee. 
chew on. The House spent near- Although the bill enjoyed 
ly seven hours Thursday debat- wide bipartisan support, Demo­
ing more than 30 amendnients crat-Farmer-Labor memb~rs 
before passing the bill 123-10. ; noted what they considered 

The $1.68 billion bill sets the weaknesses, such as sentences 
public safety budget for the for first-time sex offenders 
state courts, prisons and law being longer than those for 
enforcement agencies for the killers. ,,. 
next two years and represents a DFLers also complained'that 
16 percent increase in public the bill raises taxes in the name 
safety funding. If the Senate of fees. For example, the bill 
approves its version of the . bill raises the state surcharge by· 
wending its way through the $10 on traffic offenses and $1 on 
committee process, which pro- parking tickets. 
vides 'mote. money for tracking . "This bill raises truces. This 
and treatment of sex offenders, bill raises $28 million of new 
-a · ;eonference committee· will taxes for the state of Minneso­
J,iav~ to work out a compromise. · !~,2 aid House Minority Leader 

. . . The bill approved by the v,mtt Entenza, DFL-St. Paul. 
· House locks · up violent sex "The so-called 'no new taxes' 
· offenders for life, doubles jail pledge is ... really a 'Let's pre­
. time for other sex offenders and tend we're not raising taxes 

· .Greates a sex offender review while we raise tens of million of 
board, which is appointed by the dollars in taxes,"' Entenza said, 
governor and allows supervised adding that. property taxes may 

"We believe the worst 
of the worst should be 
incarcerated for life," 
Rep. Steve Smith, R-Mound, . 

chairman of the House Public 
Safety Policy 

and Finance Committee 

cars and drive them around. 
They're just not that stupid," 
said Juhnke, who argued 
offenders would elude detection 
by cycling through several cars 
or borrowing cars of friends. He 
added the license plates would 

, unfairly label a family member 
driving the offender's car as a 
predator., 

rise as · counties assume new The bill also: 
· duties under the bill ■ Requites that health care 

Representatives spent sever- facilities and treatment centers 
al hours debating substantial be notified if they're housing a · 
changes iil public policy that sex offender. 
hadn't been presented in or did-· ■ Commissions a study on re-
n't survive the committee-yet- establishing a parole board that . 
ting process, including a provi- would grant early release to · 
sion that subjects convicted , some offenders . . 
pedophiles to chemical castra- · ■ Suspends the driver's 
tionj;0"reduce their·sex drives. licenses of people who steal gas. 

· ~ep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, · ■ Waives filing · fees for 
who lead the castration charge, restraining orders if the petition 
also successfully got the body to alleges sexual misconduct. 
approve special license · plates ■ Establishes a DNA data­
. and driver's licenses marked , base of felons 'and those arrest­
''Predatory Offender" that iden- ed for felonies. 
tify convicted sex offenders who ■ Prohibits sex offenders 
are considered the most at-risk from attending their own com-
to re-offend. munity notification meetings. 

· Although he voted for the ID ■ Exempts people who beg on . 
a raduil'ement, Rep. Al Juhnke, the street .or tell . fortunes from 
-f>FL-Willmar, argued the license the vagrancy law. 

plate was a feel-good measure 
that lacked functionality. Toni Coleman can be reached at 

"These folks will never, ever, tcoleman@pioneerpress.com or 
ever put these plates on their 651-228-5442. 
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· "I cameinone Monday morning and I said, 'ljustfigured it out. If I don't 
• have alHhese bills heard in the next two weeks, I'm out of luck."' he said. 

First .. term Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, on adapting to committee hea_ring deadlines whil~ learning the inner 
workings of the Legisiature. Emmer introduced 29 bills this year and had a~ouf&O percent of them heard. · 

1~:r:_~~· "I believe in every-bill that I bring. Butirecognize that.some _ 
_ have greater opportunities of being heard than ott,,ers." 

-- ~ Second-term Rep. Joe Atkins, DFL-lnver Grove Heights, who said 
three of the 12 bills he;s authore~ this year l:lave received hearings. 
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THE WEEK IN.REVIEW ·. 

Bills die· by the thousand5-
as committee deadlines pass 

STAR TRIBUNE APR 1 7 $ 
By Conrad deFiebre 
Star Tribune StaffWriter 

IfT.S. Eliot never studied the Min­
nesota Legislature, he had no idea how 

. cruel a month April can be. · 
But Sen. Mady Reiter, R-Shoreview,' . 

knows. She tried to breathe life mto her 
bill to keep police and fire departments 
from prohibiting U.S. flag pins on their 
members' uniforms, but ran smack into · 
April legislative deadlines for conmrittee 
action on such measures. 

Never mind .. that a companion bill 
unanimously passed the House. Reiter's 
bill never got a heatjng and is dead in · 
the Senate after a party-line procedural 
vote last week kept it from getting to the 
flooL · 

A final deadline for bills to dear pol­
icy committe~s in both houses passed 
last week, leaving legislation great and 
small with little hope of passage this 
year. · 

Remember Delano Republican Rep~ 
Tom Emmer's bill to castrate sex offend-

~ It didn't make the cut. Ditto Minne­
~polis DFL Rep. Keith Ellison's push to · 

allow convicted felons_ to vote mice they 
get out from behind bars. 

It's a common story.More than 4,600 
bills have hit the hopper this session, 
but only a few hundred were heard, and 
even fewer will make it into law. 

Still, many committees worked over­
time.last week to keep some bills alive, 
leaving little time for significant floor 
action. The lone exception came as the 
House debated for hours before a party­
line vote _approved a Republican budget 

·plan. , · . 
Meanwhile, Minnesota got its first 

openly gay Republican legislator when 
Sen. Paul Koering of Fort'Ripley revealed 
his sexual orientatiqn -without losing 
his sense of humor. A day after coming . 
out to afew media outlets,_ he greeted 
other reporters thus: "Is this a good time 
to announce for Congress?" 

Conrad deFiebre is at 
cdefiebre@startribune.com. . 



~ ,unclear. 
LEGISLATURE 

House 
OKs 

'union' 
ballot 

Backers in the House Thursday 
i . . said they simply want to · pres~rve 

the traditional and sacred institu-
tion of marriage. ' , 

"Th.is bill is about defining mar-. 
riage. This bill is about stopping 

' activist judges .... This biJ.1 is about 
the voice of the people being 
~d/ · said chief House sponsor 

lfRep. Dan Severson, R-Sauk Rapids. 
"The people· of Minnesota want to 
vote on this issue." 

Opponents saw · more hateful 
intent in the measure. They said it 

. was . vaguely ·'Worded, would ban 
not only gay marriage but also civil 
unions, and was designed only to 
discriminate against gay people tq 

~

romote s9c. ially conservative poll.· -
CS. . I 

''Why can't we see the dark 
oud that is over · the Capitol 
day?" asked St. Paul.Rep. Michael 
ayniar, a Democratic-Farmer- · 

. Laborite. "There is going to be a 
vote ... because of politics. I under-
stand that, but it saddens me." · 

A· .. ::· dm t In the GOP-controlled-House 13 men en _ ·, · DFLers voted for the P_ ropo~al ~d ·1a· d fin N . three Republicans voted agarnst 1t. 
WQU e e t A Senate version of the amend-

• N ment has not yet begun its legisla-
ffiaffiag e ' ~ . tive journey -this · year. Its c~ef 
· · . , sponsor did not request a hearmg 

PIONEER PRESS APR 1 . 05 . :.·. ori'.the-bill until Thursday evening. 
BY RACHELE. STASSEN-BERGER . ·Even if the \House and the Sen-

Pioneer Press ate pass the measure, it could not . rJ be placed on an election ballot for . 
After more than three hours of I Minnesota voters until 2006. The 

·debate about morals, religion, laws t-l amendment would be added to the 
and judicial activism, the Minneso- ,-. constitution if the majority of those 
ta House Thursday voted to let vot- ~ voting in the election approve the 
ers decide w~ether the sta!e con- question. . . . 
stitution should define marriage as . On the -House floor much of the 
o~y the llll!On of one i;pan and one O : debate centered not on the amend-
woman. : ~ ment's language dealing with mar-

Despite the 77-56 vot~ ~ the riage but on three other words · in 
House, the ~endment still is _far ~ : the 34-word constitutional question. · 
from becommg part of the constitu- · & 

· tion. The Minnesota Senate reject- MARRIAGE AMEND.MEN 6B . 
ed a similar measure last year, and 1 

the measure's fate · this .Y~ar _ is 
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1. _ cas-i.'>J . 
· 9111. proposes castration for some sex offenders 

e~AR,W.l~Y~~af~B 1 8 '05· 
Star Tribune StaffWriter 

, prisons. "It has gained popular- sex offenders, the first enacted protects.society while preserv-
itywith the public,.but the pro- in California in 1996, . ing civil liberties/' -
fessioilals are careful to apply it Emmer gave no co~nt of of- The bill .also allows for cas-

Serioussexoffenderswhoprey only in the correct cases." . fenderswhohave been castrated tration of adult inmates who 
on children in Minnesota should · A 19_9 l Star Tribune Minne- · . nationwide or in. any state. And . request it' in writing. Orud said 
be subject to court-ordered cas- · sota Poll found support among he said he .did not know how · a harnfful of Minnesota sex of.: 
tration ~ surgical or chemical , 56 percent of_the public for sur- mariy"preferential pedophiles," fenders have volunteered fot . 
~ a group of Republican legisla- gical castration ,of repeat sex ·child sexabusets not motivated ·. chemical castration, which is · 
_tors proposed Thursday. . . _offenders and 51 percent back- , byrage, anger or-spedaldrcum- eventually reversible if tieat-

''.At first glance that may seem ing ·. for administering "drugs stances, would fall under his bill merits are discontinued. 
to alittleoverboard,".saidtfpt ·to make them impotent." The ·in Minnesota. · ·. ButOrudandGeraldKaplan; 

-Emmer R-Delano, c e . same poll showed 31 percent _Following conviction for.sex executive director ofAlphaHu- .-
sponsor of a ill introduced in support for the .death .penalty abuse of a _child under the age of . mah Services, · the state's only 
the House to :promote what he for child sex abuse.· · 13, offenders.would foce an evi- licensed sex offender treatment 
called "asexual rehabilitation" Emmer's proposal.was greet- · dentiaryhearingbefore ajuryto center, said that common ~ti- . 
for pedophiles. "But it would ed with caution at the State Cap- determine whether aggravating depressants such as Prozac are 
conti.:ol the urges that they can- .itoL . · . factors exist to warrant castra~ often just as effective ~s theari­
not control themselves." Gov. Tim Pawlenty "wants to .· tio:ri. The factors wouid include tiaildrogens in dulling deviant 

Scientific r_esearch in Europe gather more information, but he's · . prior sex crimes, repeated as- sexual urges. . . . · · 
'-- has shown that chemical cas- willing to explore the idea," said saults on one victiih; signmcant Antidepressants · also pro-e 

tration with regular injections his spok~sman, Bi;ian McClung. injury to the victim and crimes duce fewer side effects such as 
of antiandrogen drugs such as Senate · . Crime Prevention · deemed · "especially· serious, extreme weight gain, high blood 
depo provera can reduce recid.- anj), Public Safety Chairman atrocious or cruel." · . . - pressure and heart problems, 
ivism by child sex offenders to .~o Foley, DFL-Co_on . Rapids, · If such faGtors were found, a they said. And Kaplan said no 
near zero, said Emmer, a lawyer said he_ knew nothing about the · judge could order either surgi- castration drug is a cure-all for 

· · and freshman legislator who has . proposal and expressed doubt · cal or .cheinical castration. DNA · pedophiles. . · 
seven children in school. · wh~ther _qe would have time proofofthe offender's guilt-and "If they're interested in chil- · 

· Sex offender treatment pro- to hear· it in .committee. So far, · automatic review by the Min- · dren, it's not going to make them 
fessionals~ · · however, down- . no Senate version of the bill has · nesota Court of Appeals w_ould interested in adults," he said. "It 
played the effe_ctiveness of such · been intr0<;luced~ have to precede the surgery. may slow them down, but it 
an approach in most cases. "I understand the :rieed to won'tchang~ the direction of . 
·. . ''It's of limited utility to a very .A California first, . . . be protective of constitutional their arousal patterns." . 
liinited population," said Patri- About 10 states, including rights, even for this type of con­
cia Orud, who oversees sex of- Wisconsin and Iowa,· have laws .victed criminal," · Emmer said. 
fender treatment in Minnesota allowing ·castration of certain "I feel we've drafted a bill .. that 

Conrad deFiebre is a,t 
cdefiebre@startribune.com. . 



Hatsgo 
into ring; 
plans go 
onto table .• 

STAR TRIBUNE FEB 2 0 '08· 
- By Conrad deFiebre 

Star Tribune Staf!Writer · 

· When legislators weren't launching cam­
paigns for higher office last week, they found _ 
time _to adval).ce long-delayed state capital 
investment plans and lay out some Juicy red- · 
meat policy pro=· _ · . 

Freshman Re Emmer's bill to cas- . 
trate child molester$ was .the prime slice of 

· steaktartare, but the Delano Republican had 
competition from Rep. Dean Urdahl, R-Grove 
City, whose "cheeseburger bill" would ban 
suits against the food industry for making 
peoplefat. · · 

More mi the soyburger sid~ of the menu 
was Sen. John Hottinger's call for a rollback 
ofVentura-era income .•tax cuts to balance 
yet another state budget deficit. The St. Peter 
DFLer was backed by an ecumenical phalanx 
of clerics led by Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Harry Flynn, but their against-the-gram ini­
tiative may need divine help to gain ground. _ 

· T4en again, maybe not. Top legislative · 
_ leaders of both parties teamed up last week 
to propose big increases in services for the 
disabled. They didn't say how they'd handle 
what an· administration official called the 
plan's "pretty-hefty price· tag~" 

Realpolitik came to the fore as House Re­
publicans ancl-DFLers joined forces to speed 
an '$817 ririllic;m capital bonding bill to a floor 
vote set for Tuesday. Gridlock doomed this 
major legislation last year, but .Thursday night 
the Ways and Means Committee approved 
it on a vote of 33 to 4, with only Republicans 
opposed. · 

-Meanwhile, Minnesota's big debate over · 
gambling rolled on with three twists: 1) Gov. 

. Tim Pawlenty's suggestion that Indian tribes 
could diversify th·eir casino businesses by 
selling low-cost prescription drugs from . 
Canada; 2) the Mall 9f America's proposed 
megacasino in Bloomington and 3}:final Min­
nesota ~acing Commission approval of a har.: 
ness track iriAnoka County. 

Finally, it's more than 20 months un-: 
til the next statewide election, but don't tell 
that to GOP legislators ~chele Bachmann · 
of Stillwater, Jim Knoblach .of St. Cloud and 
Jef:fJohn~on of Plymouth. Sen. Bachmann 
and Rep .• Krioblach jumped into a Tace for 
Republican u ;S. Rep. Mark Kennedy's seat in 
Congress as Kennedy·sets his sights on the 

_ Senate, and Rep. Johnson said he's running 
for state attorney general. 

1 .· . ' 
. . . 
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{ c,½Z,.(1-, CORRECTIONS SEX OFFENDERS 

Chemical castration proposed 
. . . . . . 

· Measure makes it a sentence for pedophiles whose victims are younger than 13 . 
· PIONEER PRESS FEB l 8 'Of, . · . . · -. . . . . : 

BYRACHELK · 
STASSEN-BERGER 

Pioneer Press 

· Some convicted: Minnesota 
pedophiles · could be sentenced 
to chemical castration under a 
measure introduced Thursday. 
:. The measure, which would · 
allow judges . to sentence 
pedophiles to chemical (.!astra­
tion, . would only apply to.· sex 
offenders who have abused 
children younger than 13. 

·• . ''At first glance, folks would 
Jay that seems to be a little 
overboard, that seems· to be a . 
little aggress}ve. Folks, it is 
very ~ us legislation/' said . 
Rep. om Emmer1 the first- . 
term Republican from Delano • 
who is sponsoring the measure. 
Emmer said chemical castra­
tion · works to dramatically 
reduce the sex drive for 

· pedophiles. . . . 
' The proposal is the latest in 

a flurry of attempts by lawmak­
ers · to address sex offender 
issues in the state. Last ye;ir 
Gov. Tim Pawlenty suggested . 

. the death penalty in cases 
where rapists kill their victims, 
but that proposal received .little 
legislative support. · 

Chemical castration is a sen­
. tencing option in eight states, 
including Wisconsin. 

·Among Minnesota lawmak­
ers, no strong voices immedi­
ately decried the concept, but 
some raised concerns about 
the·. details~ Pawlenty said 
through a spokesman that he 
was ·open to it. -. 

"Governor Pawlenty wants 
to gather more. information but . 
he is willing explore the idea," 
said press secretary Brian 
McClung. . 

Historically, opponents have 
raised constitutional objections 
to chemical castration, accord­
ing to law journal articles, 

because the procedure could be 
considered cruel and U)lUsual 
punishment. 

Cll'4,ck · Samuelson, head of 
the Minnesota branch . of the 
American Civil Liberties · 

: Union~ told the Associated 
Press he was not comfortable 
with the idea of chemical cas­
tration because · it might be 
unconstitutional and difficult to 
administer. 

On . Thursday, . Emmer 
· acknowledged such concerns: 

''As a lawyer, I understand 
· the need to be protective ,of 
constitutional rights, even for 
this type of . convicted crimi'" 
nal," he said. ''I feel we've draft­
ed a bill that protects · society 
while preserving civil liber-

,. ties." . 
His measure would call for 

an automatic appeal for anyone 
sentenced to chemical castra­
tion and would require the 

. Department . of Corrections to 

pay for any medical costs of the 
procedure. · It would require 
DNAproof in any chemical-cas-
tration case. · · 

It would also allow some 
pedophiles already in the cor­
rections system to choose to be · 
chemically or surgically cas-
trated. · 

Chemical castration would 
require. the offender to take a 
pill or receive a shot periodical­
ly to control his hormones and 
is. reversible. Castration by sur.:: . . 
gery is not reversible. · .· 

Emmer said studies· have 
proved castration is very eff ec- · 
tive with some sex offenders.' 

But castration, chemical or 
otherwise, would do nothing to 
prevent sex offenders from 
hurting people in nonsexual 
ways, skeptics point out. Also, 
Emmer's measure does not 
offer · offenders .sex therapy, 
which . some studies have 
shown to be effective. 
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but a remedy is iif the wdrks.-:B4 ,.,,t •. , ·_, · ,· .:reason aild foorii for coniprorirlse," said _A bill that would irµpose a virtually 

complete ban on indoor public smok­
ing, in Minnesota was significantly 
scaled back Thursdc:1y wheri a House 
committee voted to prohibit smoki:rig 

· . . · · · . · Rep~ai1Bradley, R-Rochester, chair~ 
sion, is expected to face scrutiny-~d · man of the House Health Policy and·-. 
maybe more amendments-as itinakes . Finance Cotnmitte~, which passed the ·_ . 
its way through the lawmaking process. scaled-back bill by a voice vote. -

· in restaurants but amerided the pro- · 
_posal to exempt other businesses such . 
as bats and the lobbies of hotels. 

While Gov. Tim Pawl~hty has said_ he _ : "This jssue is too important to see it 
would sign a bill banning smoking, and die in this committee," Br,adley said, . 
the proposal has bipartisan support, di- . · · . 

The bill, considered to be one of the 
m<Jst coptroversial of this legislative ses-

verse groups from bar owners to doctors , SMOKING continues fiill~: ·_ 
areweighing in. A Senate version has yet -. ~ Is it not ~noug~ or to~_? 

I 
I · . I 

SMOKING fro-(i1 , · . 

· Amendrr't&it exempts 
·private clubs, some bars 

. . Thymeasure, proposed by . 
Rep. v.uoug Meslow, R-White 
Bear Lake, is known as the Free- . 
dom to Breathe Act of 2005. It 
would have·prohibited smqking 
in public places and adds places 
of employme:µt (including bars 
and restaurants), public trans­
portation and public meetings 

· to the list of areas where smok­
ing is prohibited. 

· ,9 . • But an amendment fyom Rep. 
~m Abeler, R-Anoka, stripped 

the billofeverything except pro-
. hibitions at restaurants. Abeler · 
-argued that the compromise 
would advance the bill but rec­
ognize the competing "interests 
of personal health and the viabil­
ity of business. 

Under Abeler's amendment, 
bars where less than 50 percent 
of revenues are generated by 
food .sales, and private clubs 
such as VFW halls and fraternal 

. . oi:: civic organizations, would 
not be· affected by th~ ban. Cit­
ies or counties could pass their 
own ordinances for enacting 

and enforcing stricter · bans if 
theychose. · · · 

The committe.e held a day 
of hearings on the proposal be­
fore voting, hearing from mem- . 
b~rs of the medical community 

· who argued that se·condhand 
smoke was · a health care issue 
for workers in the service indus­
try, from representatives· of bats 
and restaurants who registered 

concerns about the impact of a 
. ban on business, and from lo­
cal elected officials, concerned 
about the costs of enforcing 
the ban. · 

Even · during debate on 
Thursday, clear battle lines 
'were drawn. . 

. '(It's either not enough or it's 
too much," Bradl'ey · acknowl-' 
edged . ./ 

Rep~om Emmer, R-Delano, 
questioned: whether civil liber­

. ties were being• damaged by such 
legislation. · . 

"Where does it end? Next is it 
. going to be cell phones? Next is 

it going to be computers? Peanut · 

oils? Salt? Cheeseburgers?" he 
asked. . · 

· Rep~n Latz, DFL-St. Louis 
. Park, m~e of the authors of the 
bill, said civil liberties were at is­
sue; but more for those people 
who don't want to feel the im-

·. pad of secondhand smoke. 
"If we smoke in a room when 

other people are in that room, 
everyone in that room is smok,;, 
ing·with us," Latz said. 

• 
Mark Brunswick is ,;,.t 
mbrunsiuick@startribune.com. 
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"The average person doesn't care if we get 
done in June or July. They would rather 
see it get done correctly than have shoddy 
work done at the last minute." 

delight." 
He especially enjoys 

the camaraderie of House 
members. "The kind of 
characters here - you 
can't make this stuff up," 
he said. "You can have a 
good, spirited debate and 

He also learned the ugly side of political 
debates and found it's sometimes better to 
not say anything than to be drawn into an 
argument. 

"Early in the session, I took the bait and got 
into partisan bickering. I wish I wouldn't have 
done that," Moe said. 

A coach and an educator, he found himself 
getting a firsthand lesson in government. 

"These past five months 
have been the greatest 
learning experience of 
my life," Moe said. "You 
learn about people, public 
policy and yourself." 

One concept that new 
members seemed to have 
grasped quickly is making 
their voices heard. 

Hortman was one of five 
members who introduced bills to fund the 
Northstar commuter rail corridor project, 
which ended up in the bonding law. 

'Tm thrilled that the Minnesota Northstar 
project got passed. I feel directly responsible 
for that," Hortman said. "We've made a lot 
more progress than they did last year, and I'm 
proud of that." 

Indeed, Hortman and fellow freshman Rep. 
• Denise Dittrich (DFL-Champlin) worked 

hard for the project, which helped them win 
their seats since their pre­
decessors opposed the rail 
system. 

Reaping rewards 
Hortman worked rn 

Washington, D.C., for for­
mer Sen. Al Gore and Sen. 
John Kerry, so she had a 
good understanding of the 
government process, but 
working for senators didn't prepare her for 
the excitement of serving in the Minnesota 
House. 

"It was 10 times as wonderful as I thought 
it would be," she said. 

"It's probably not the right thing to call it 
fun, but I'm having the time of my life. The 
challenges are invigorating," agreed Char­
ron. "I'm really soaking it up with a sense of 

July 22, 2005 

Rep. Matt Dean 
R-Dellwood 

then walk off, pat each 
other on the back and say, 
'You got me on this one, 

but watch out on the next one."' 
The freshmen typically met once a month 

during session to get to know each other bet­
ter, and some of them are planning a summer 
trip together to Coors Field in Denver to see a 
Colorado Rockies baseball game. 

Emmer had the honor of filling in as House 
speaker during several floor sessions; a duty 
he performed like a seasoned leader. 

"The whole freshman class is focused on 
the issues, not politics. Those marching 
orders came from the voters." 

Rep. Melissa Hortman 
DFL-Brooklyn Park 

"That is amazing. It's an incredible experi­
ence," Emmer said. "It is not only an unbeliev­
able experience, it's truly humbling. It can be 
an intimidating place to be." 

Representing constituents in the State 
Capitol gives members such as Moe a feeling 
of pride for his district. 

"What has happened more in this session 
is that I've grown so much more protective of 
the district that I represent," Moe said. "The 
paternalism I feel for my community is greater 

"I most enjoyed those moments when we 
forged coalitions across geographic and 
political divides and worked together on 
solutions to issues big and small." 

• Rep. Diane Loeffler 
DFL-Mpls 

than at any time in my life." 
If this year is any indication, the new 

members will provide plenty of excitement 
and ideas during the second half of their first 
terms. They enjoy serving the state, which 
Dean said makes this class special. 

"We thought servility was still cool," Dean 
said. JlL 

House veterans are impressed 

As the newest House members came into 
their own this session, they faced scrutiny not 
only by their constit_uents, but also by veteran 
legislators. 

The senior members liked what they saw. 
"This state is fortunate to have such great 

public servants," said Rep. Mike Jaros (DFL­
Duluth), now serving his 15th nonconsecu­
tive term. "A lot of them have had previous 
public service experience and have worked 
in different professions. I think we need that 
experience." 

Jaros said that experience and the level of 
knowledge about issues that the freshmen 
class brought to the House distinguished them 
from previous classes. 

Rep. Ron Abrams (R-Minnetonka), now in his 
17th year of service, commended the Class of 
2005 for bringing new ideas and perspectives 
to the Legislature. 

"There are a number of outstanding fresh­
men here on both sides of the aisle," he said. 
"This is one of the strongest classes I've seen 
in a long time. They put aside partisan politics 
to a large extent." 

House Minority Leader Matt Entenza (DFL-St. 
Paul), now in his sixth term, agrees. 

"This new group ofRepublicans and Demo­
crats had a big impact on the House," he said. 
"They are particularly articulate and had 
helped move forward significant legislation. I 
believe we passed a great bonding bill because 
of the new members." 

House Speaker Steve Sviggum (R-Kenyon), 
first elected in 1978, was impressed that many 
freshmen jumped right into the process. 

"They're certainly a good group that got 
involved in legislation right away. The message 
that their citizens gave them was to cooperate 
and get the job done. Some have followed 
through in that direction; some have not." 

Many new members said they made a 
conscious effort to be nonpartisan, and Rep. 
Irv Anderson (DFL-lnt'I Falls), who has been 
serving nonconsecutively since 1964, observed 
that to be true. "They are more bipartisan in 
their approach." 

(B.MARTIN) 

First-term members 

Rep. Mike Charron 
Rep. Lloyd Cybart 
Rep. Matt Dean 
Rep. Denise Dittrich 
Rep. Tom Emmer 
Rep. Patti Fritz 
Rep. Pat Garofalo 
Rep. Paul Gazelka 
Rep. Rod Hamilton 
Rep. Rick Hansen 
Rep. Melissa Hortman 
Rep. Larry Hosch 
Rep. Tina Liebling 

Rep. Leon Lillie 
Rep. Diane Loeffler 
Rep. Frank Moe 
Rep. Joyce Peppin 
Rep. Neil W. Peterson 
Rep. Sandra Peterson 
Rep. Jeanne Poppe 
Rep. Maria Ruud 
Rep. Brita Sailer 
Rep. Bev Scalze 
Rep. Steve Simon 
Rep. Andy Welti 
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New member reflections 
Freshmen legislators proud of successes, bipartisanship 

. BY BRETT MARTIN 

W
ith their first session now under their belts, the 26 new 
House members can look back upon a highly charged 
year of major legislation. They weighed in on a widely 
praised bonding law and the various funding laws for 

the 2006-07 biennium . 
Like college freshmen who arrive on campus and have to figure 

out room numbers and processes while concentrating on their 
studies, freshmen House members came to the Capitol to work 
on legislation while learning firsthand how the political process 
works. 

Freshmen members introduced 331 new 
bills this session, representing their districts' 
interests as well as reflecting their diverse 
backgrounds, experiences and interests. 

Carrying out marching orders 
With the House divided by a mere two 

votes, each member played a crucial role in 
passing or rejecting legislation this session. 

"I feel I have had a chance to contribute," 
said Rep. Mike Charron (R-Woodbury) .• 

that," added Rep. Frank • 
Moe (DFL-Bemidji). 

Hortman said new 
members are willing to 
cross party lines since the 
major political parties 
are declining and more 
interest is given to smaller, 
bipartisan coalitions and 
caucuses, such as the ur­
ban and rural caucuses. 

members from Greater Minnesota allow for 
better representation because both parties 
end up working toward common goals. "We 
represent a lot of the same interests." 

The marching orders from vote.rs also in­
cluded getting legislation passed, which is why 

•Rep.Matt Dean (R-Dellwood) thinks Minne­
sotans weren't upset by the special session. 

"The average person doesn't care if we get 
done in June or July. They just want it done. 
They would rather see it get done correctly than 
have shoddy work done at the last minute." 

Still, 14 new DFL members banded together 
to try and save the state money by signing onto 
a bill (HF1102), sponsored by freshman Rep. • 
Larry Hosch (DFL-St. Joseph), which would 
prohibit per diem expenses for legislators for 
a special session that is called within 60 days 
of regular session's adjournment. The bill did 
not receive a committee hearing. 

Tve grown so much more protective of 
the district that I represent. The paternal­

ism I feel for my community is greater 
than at any time in my life." 

The learning curve 

Rep. Frank Moe 
DFL-Bemidji 

"Everybody's a player when it's a 
68-66 split." 

Because freshmen members car­
ried such influence, they made a 
conscious effort to be bipartisan. 

"The whole freshman class is 
focused on the issues, not politics," 
said Rep. Melissa Hortman (DFL- • 
Brooklyn Park). "Those marching 
orders came from the voters." 

"The day I took the oath of office, my wife, 
our children and my parents were there to 
see it happen. The look of pride my parents 
had in their eyes that day is something I will 
remember the rest of my life." 

One of the most difficult chal­
lenges new members face is learning 
the inner workings of state govern­
ment. 

"I think it went well for learning 
how the system works. I have a good 
foundation," said Rep. Tom Emmer • 
(R-Delano), although he notes that 
the learning process is not yet over. 

"It was an effective message, and 
I think this class has delivered on 
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"I'm having the time of my life. The chal­
lenges are invigorating. I'm really soaking 

it up with a sense of delight." 
Rep. Mike Charron 

R-Woodbury 

• Rep. Pat Garofalo 
R-Farmington 

Moe said reaching 
across the aisle helped 
him get his bills heard. 

"I had a willingness to 
work with Republicans, 
and they responded in 
kind," he said, pointing 
out that the bipartisan 
alliances he's formed with 

"I can't believe you can be a full­
fledge'd, fully-educated member 
within two years." 

Members fortunate enough to return to 
the House after their first term have a better 
understanding of the process, which can help 
them advance their ideas, he said. 

Moe said he too had a lot to learn. 
"Frankly, I didn't know what to expect," 

he said. "Back in February, I felt like it was 
the second quarter and I'd just gotten the 
rules." 

July 22, 2005 



Uf@~i'thout parole for vi0lentsex offenders in safety bill 
by T.W. Budig · - _._ :.&-h · - · - :.a- · 1· · · · Lifetime sentences can. includes· provisions for 
Capitol reporter _ a L · · L . _ e · C a.p 1 · ~ 0 . - be. applied if -the· crime indeterminate lifetime sen­

includes two or more hei- tences for. sex offenders. 
Life- without. parole 

for violent first-time s~x . 
0ffenders, the creation· of 
new judgeships in the· 10th 
and seventh judicial dis­
tricts _and tougher meth­
amphetamine (meth) laws 
are some of the h~ghlights 

Safet · . . y ,'~ 

of the. public safety· bill 
passed by· the Legislature 
May 23. . 

The. public safety bill 
slates about .16 percent 
more toward public safe­
ty over the . next two-year . 

budget cycle than the cur-, 
rent ~ about $1.7--billi9n. 
in total. 

I 

1 • The bill toughens laws 
for sex offenders. 

Tougher laws include-. 

'lifetime sentences . with­
out parole . for violent sex.. 
offenders, with the provi..;, 
sion ·applying to first-time, 
first-degree and second­
degree criminal sexual 
conduct cases. 

. nous factors, such as mut~~ Under this sentencing 
lati,0n, torture and others. provision, sex offenders, if 

Gov. Tim Pawlenty and showing desirable behav­
House Republic~s pu_shed ior_ and with the approval 
. for lifetime sentences with- of a sex offender review 
out parol~. board, could be released. 

The legislation also Safety/page 9Aj}·· 

Continued from 3/S:.,y 

ing the sajes of precursor drugs bill on the House floor·that did 
like Sudafed,· used· in cooking not survive tlie conferencecom­
meth. mittee wert? provisions pert"ain-

' · But the Senate . language, ing to· the castration of certain 
The legislation. permits the which places restrictions on the sex offenders and -sex. offender 

ANOKA COUNTY UNION 

use of polygraph on imprisoned . sales of precursor drugs, pre- . license plates. · · 
. sex offenders and requires a_ 11 ·1 d d ·11 · ~ . , vai e · an w1 go mto euect "I was very upset about 

relecl.sed Level-3 sex offenders 1 · Jt1; Y 1. •· that," said Rep. To_m Emmer, to . carry photos updated every 
six months. · · · The outright ban was thrown R:-Delano, who carried the cas., 

out. tration bill in the House. 
It also has a provision requir-. .. · 

ing community. notification · Four new judgeships. are ere- Emmer, Who plans to try 
when a sex offender from else- ated by the legislation: two in pursue the legisla(ion in· the 
where moves into the _state. · the 10th Judicial District, which future, looks at this session as 

includes Anoka County, and two an education period. for law-
In the. area- of metfiamphet- in Seventh Judicial l)istrict. inakers. · 

amine, the bill increases, the 
maximum penalty for _poss~ss:-_ "We did a·soundjob in.fund- "I wasn't. proposing ·some 
ing certain prnducts with the · ing for the courts," said Sen.• DraconiaJ?- measure. I wasn't 
intention of cooking meth ~- Leo Foley.~DFL-Coon Rapids, proposing some cruel and 
from four •years to. 15 years for Senate Crime· Prevention and · unusual punishment," said 

Public Safety· Committ;e chair- · Emmer. repeat offenders, for instance_. 
nian. ' "The· science is overwhelm-

Stealing, possessing, pur-:- · 
chasing anhydrous am:monic1 
with the knowledge or reason to 
know it will be used to make a 
controlled -substance falls under 
a new crime, a felony, with· · 
a maximum five-ye~r · prisqn 
term. ' · 

In related leg°islation,. the 
House earlier this ~ession 

. passed meth legislation outl~W-

Foley served on the public ing that· with· a small- group· of 
~afety bill conference commit- these folks (sex offenders)this 
tee. . helps them," he said of castra-

· "The beauty of all this is it 
was a · good bipartisan group · 
_:.,_ it had a unanimous approval 
from the other members of the · 
committ~e," said· Foley._ 

. ·1\\70 provisions · amended 
onto the House public safety, 

tion. · 

T. W. Budig is at: 
tim.budig@_ecm'-inc.com. 

ANOKA, MN 
WEEKLY 5,100 
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Cfflfon leif~~fi~n misguipl 
So, it's come to this in Minnesota. So 

· frustrated are. some lawmakers at the 
state's inability -to eliminate sex crimes 
against children that they've introduced 
a bill that permits the physical maiinir;tg 
of some offenders. · 
. Rep .. Tom Einmer,R-Delano., is the• 

· lead author of a · measure that would 
allow for the chemical castration bf 
individuals who repeatedly _commit sex 
· crimes against children. . . 

We believe .Rep. Emmer's legislation is 
misguided and sends the wrong signal to 
the public. . · 

Don't get us wrong~ We believe those 
who prey on young children are the 
lowest of criminals. They should be 
-severely punished, and if there is no 
hope for successful . treatment they 
should be kept in prison for the balance 

I 
of their lives-. · ~- · - · · · · ·· · -· 

But we would hat~ to see o~ state, · 
' which· has a reputat10n for bemg 

creative and innovative when it comes to 
dealing with felons, proceed down this 
disturbing-path toward corporal · 
punishment. . 

Where would it lead? Removal of 
fingers or hands for _habitual burglars? 

: Lobotomies for meth users? 
· We're more civilized than that. 

••e 

(ii) 
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[ dUSCpasses·higher minimum wage 
BY SCOTT THISTLE · 49,000 rninim~-wage earners will Inside 

MINNESOTA: 
The bill passed 
Monday increases 
the minimum pay 
from $5.15 an 
hour to $·6.15 an 
honr in August. 

NEWS TRIBUNE WRITER see the full $1 mcrease. Those whose 
. , employers have · gross sales of tess . A gun-

. ST. PAUL - ~esota s lowest- than $625,000 will only ~et a ~e permit bill 
prod workers are_likely to see a s~te- more per hour. Workers m trammg clears a 
mandated pay ra.1Se for the first time can be paid $4.90 for up to 90 days Minnesota 
in seven years. under the measure. Senate 

The House of Representativ~s on "It's not as much as I would have committee 
Monday. passed,. ~-50, a three-tiered liked" said Rep. Tom Rukavina. , after a 
boost of the rmmmum wage from ' ___ M .;.. ... .... .. - -----~ 1b makeover. 
$5.15 to $6.15 an hour as of August 

Not all of the state's estimated See WAGE, Page 4A . PAGE·
3

D 

·"·~ ..... ·•· 

WAGE I Senate, House must match 
/ "\ . 

t'r i 

. (~ \ /"\ · the $1 wage increase. Rukavina 
~ i From Page 1A also managed to fend off efforts to 

·Ruk _J__ . DFL v· . . hl f limit wages for waiters and wait-
aWia, . - rrguna, c e resses to . $5.25 an hour, which 

~uthor of the bill, has been_ work- Pawlenty also backed. 

DULUTH NEWS-TRIBUNE 
DULUTH, MN 

~ for ~even years to get a stat~- The "tip credit or tip penalty" 
wide ra.1Se for wo_rkers. He sa.1~ was wanted by some lawmakers 
Monday's vot~, WI~ 18 Rep~bli- who argued that those waiting ta­
C8:Il8 sup~orting 1?,im, wasn t. a bles earn well beyond the min­
wm for hlm or his D~mocra~c- imum wage when tips are 
Farme!•Labor Party. ~e wm considered. 

TUESDAY 45,444 

MAY 3 2005 
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to~t7 IS fo~ the lowest-p~d _work- "Gov. Pawlenty has said he 
ers, he sa.1d. ~ut "!he ~ Is one will support a reasonable min­
of _the !h'st maJor VIct?nes for the imum wage increase and we con­
mmonty caucus, which holds 66 sider the bill passed by the House 
of the 134 _seats in the House. reasonable and are hopeful the 

Republic~ opp~sed . to the Senate will consider this plan so 
measure sa.1d 1t was Job killer not we can move forward " said 
a job creator and that higher Brian McClung a spokesinan for 
minimum wages would drive Pawlenty. ' 
more jobs elsewhere. The mea- Rukavina estimates that as 
sure makes Minnesota even many as 250,000 workers would 
more hostile to entrepr:eneurs 1see their pay increased in a 
andj .ob creators, said Re:Q. Tom. trickle-up effect from raising the 
Emmer, R-Delano. JT.tiisis a true bottom standard. "So this is a 
form-of-socialism,"'' Emmer said. good day for the workers in Min-

But Rµkavina fought back, say- nesota." 
ing some would prefer govern• The DFL-controlled Senate 
ment have no role between labor earlier passed a measure that 
and business and suggested oppo- boosts the minimum wage to $7 
nents of the wage increase would an hour over two years. The 
probably support repeal of child chief author of that bill, Sen. 
labor laws as well. ~ Ellen Anderson, DFL-St. Paul, 

Rukavina said the limits on the said she would review how many 
bill were a compromise aimed at · workers would be cut out under 
garnering Republican Gov. Tim ~e House's gross_ ~ales . provi-

. Pawlenty's support Rukavina s10ns before deciding if . s!:ie 
showed a letter of support from would support a lower wage m­
Pawlenty for the $6.15-an-hour crease. 
wage. '~A ~ollar ~~rease ,is a go~d, 

"We tried to appease hlm," Ru- solid mcrease, Ander~on sa.1d. 
kavina said of Pawlenty. "We · The Sena~e probably wip. get ~e 
knew we are not going to be able House _ bill for consideration -
to override any yetoes." To do today. 
that, Rukavina would need 60 
percent of the votes in the House, 
or81 votes. 

But Pawlenty also wanted busi­
nesses doing less than $1 million 
in annual sales exempted from 

SCOTT THISTLE covers tize Minnesota 
Legislature. Reach him weekdays 
at (651) 222-1265 or e-mail 
sthistle@duluthnews.com. \ 
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/ House Pfrt,1 OKs lawsuit caps 
Support ran along the initiative, as was evident ' the status of medical malprac­

in a .party-line vote Tuesday on tice insurance in Minnesota. 
party lines., with Dean's bill in the House Health Three doctors testified for · 

.

- · G, o, p advocating Policy and Finance Committee. the overall bill, saying large 
All nine Republicans voted jury awards have driven obstet-

.: '·malpractice liinits. for the measure, which would ric and emergency-room physi­
limit noneconomic damages, cians out of pr,actices in other 

· STAR TRIBUNE' M'AR" 9 ~ ,: such as for pain and suffer- states and made malpractice 
By Conrad defiebre ing, and punitive damages to insuranceincreasinglyunavail-

-Star Tribune Staf!Writer $250,000 each for malpractice able to those in Minnesota. 

Republican legislators 
launched a wide-ranging of­

. fensive Tuesday on unlimited · 
medical malpractice claims in 
Minnesota, calling for caps on 
, lawsuit awards similar to those 
· in 30 other states. 

"Reforming our professional 
liability and malpractice system 

.. new is critical," said Rep. Brad 
V'Finstad, R-NewUlm. "We need 

to act now before it becomes a 
crisis." 

Bills sponsored by Finstad 
~d fellow GOP Reps. Matt 

~an, of Dellwood, and Duke · 
v,Powell, of Burnsville, will be 

part of the House health care 
reform package, Speaker Steve 
Sviggum, R-Kenyon, said. 

in obstetric or emergency- Two women who said they 
room procedures. The bill also were victims of malpractice -
would cap plaintiffs' attorney the mother of a girl who died 
fees in such cases and award in a hospital of a therapeutic 
punitive damages to a state drug overdose and a woman 
health insurance fund. All six who underwent a double mas­
DFLers voted no. tectomy following a mistaken 

Noting that Minnesota's av- diagnosis of breast cancer -
erage malpractice insurance spoke against the bill. 
premiums are among the low- . ,.,,.,,with the Dean bill, protested 
est in the nation - lower than ~ep. Tom Huntley, DFL-Duluth, 
inmosts~sthathavedamage "we're saying that we know 
caps ~ep. Paul Thissen, DFL- what Wendy Morris' and Linda 
Minneapolis, a lawyer, .said the McDougal's pain and suffering 
bill would do little more than was. I don't know why we think 
":pic9Vinners and losers." · we're smarter than juries." 

\lfep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, He said limiting malprac-
also a lawyer, said: "I don't be- tice awards would do nothing 
lieve caps are the answer." But to ke~p down health care costs. 
he voted for the bill after ·the The $27.5 million paid in such 
panel adopted his amendment settlements last year in Minne­

all health care spending in the 
state, Huntley added. 

· Proponents of caps say the 
real costs come through in 

. what's called "defensive medi­
cine" - unnecessary tests and 
procedures performed to head 
off possible lawsuits. 

"Nobody's pretending that 
th~s is a p~nacea,'),aid com- , 
m1ttee Chairmar\llran Bradley, 
·R-Rochester. "But we've got to 
do everything we can about 
health costs." 

The measure advanced to 
the Civil Law and Elections 
Committee. No companion 
bill has been introduced in the 
DF~-controlled Senate. 

Bills sponsored by Finstad 
and Powell will be heard today 
in Bradley's · committee. They 
would apply to private nursing 
homes and ambulance services 

· the same noneconomic dam­
age caps for local governments 
that provide those services:· . 
$300,000 per claimant, $1 mil- · 
lion per incident and zero for 
punitive damages. 
Conrad deFiebre is at 

DFLers opposed much of . to order annual state reports on sota amounted to 0.1 percent of · cdefiebre@startribune.com. 
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Campaign money 
. . 

. . 

Make its sources visible/aster 
In Minnesota, the state that prac- . · good deal more. Stat~ Rep. Tom Em-~· 

tically invented campaign finance mer, a . first-term Republican from 
reform .30 years ago, this · is what Delano, has· latched onto campaign 
should be possible in October 2006: · reform with the vigor of a fatheP try-

You've received a piece of cam- · ing to secure something of value for 
paign literature in the mail - one of · his children (he has seven). · 
those big glossy ones with unflatter- Emmer's bill, assembled with the 

. ing photos accusing your legislator · help of Hamline 'University cam:. 
· of casting incredibly bad · votes. · It 'paign finance expert pavid Schultz, 
bears a return address witp the name draws inspiration.from the McCain-
of a group you've never heard of Feingold r-efornis at the federal level. 

You log.on to your compu~er and As _.introduced, it seeks ·fo limit ¢.e 
go to a Web address that you know size of donations to political par~ 
well, because it has been publicized all. ties, legislative caucuses and · the 
Jail. You type in the incumbent's.name, independent "527" groups that fun 
or.your legislative district number, .or . to influence elections. It would also 
m~ybe just your address. A few clicks restrict the amount of money ·that . 
more, and you have a rundown of the · p_arties _and caucuses can spend · 

. rrioney being donated and spent to independently, as a condition of 
. affect your legislator's race. The infor- - participating in the · state's public 

mation is up-to-date, as o,fthe daybe- campaign-finance program. · 
fore.It includes all the· money raised , Those are well-intentioned 
and spei;it by the candidates, his or her . reforms that might ·help· preserve . 
party and legislative caucus, and by · Minnesota's tradition of low-budget, .·· 
independent groups of any stripe. grass-roots~based legislative cam-

Another click.or two lead you to paigns ----: at least in the near term~ 
a description of the mystery group But the fedeJ;al experience is instruc- · 
that sent you the attack ad and a list tive: When campaign money that 

· of its inajor donors. ·t1owed through political pclrties was 
Making that kind of in_foimation dammed up; it cut a new channel to · 

quickly and conveniently availableto independent groups. That outcom:e is 
the public is not the only objective of' to be expected, given that the essence 
a comprehensive campaign finance of any campaign is a constitutionally 

-. reforin .bill that cleared its second protected activity: speec}:i. But courts 
· committee hurdle in the Minnesota · have held that government can re­
. House this week, but it may be the quire that the funding of political 
niost important one. Even if the rest speech be visible to voters. · · ' 
of the measure is felled by its op- · . Most _ qf Minnesota's campaign-fi­
ponents, the disclosure provisions . nance disclosure rules are'<iecaqes old. 
ought to become law this year. . 'This session, the Legislature should . 

, Promoters of the bill want to do a . bring them into the Internet age. 

@ 



/LG, 8 · U<.~o.J~ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HIV prevention aid under fire 
GOP lawmaker leads push to cut program's funding over sexually explicit Web s~te 

BY TONI COLEMAN 

PlON££ffffiSS'eAPR 2 315 
Some House representatives want 

to slash state funding to the Min­
nesota AIDS · Project, a major 
provider of HIV-prevention health 
information, over concerns that one . 
of the group's Web sites contains 
sexually explicit information and 
images. 
✓ At the request of Rep. Tom 

Emmer, R-Delano, the House version . 
of the Health and Human Services 
funding bill precludes the organiza­
tion from getting state grants. The bill 
also prohibits state HIV prevention 
funding for "Web sites, pamphlets, or 
other communications that contain 
sexually explicit images or language." 

Emmer said he was outraged to 
see the Minnesota Department of 
Health name on the PrideAlive site, a 
Minnesota AIDS Project program 

that targets gay and bisexual men. 
He said the Web site includes step­
by-step instructions for performing 
specific .sex acts. 

"They have abused taxpayer dol­
lars and they have abused our trust," 
Emmer said. ''Are we talking about 
the sex act, how to do it? Or are we 
talking about the health concerns 
associated with the act? It seems to 
me we're talking about the sex act, in 
a very graphic way." . 

Minnesota AIDS Project officials, 
however, say the effort is yet another 
attempt to limit the flow of public dol­
lars to groups that serve gay people. 

"The first provision is clearly an 
attack against the Minnesota AIDS 
Project. There's no smoke screen 
there," said Lorraine Teel, executive 
director. "This is clearly an attempt 
to muzzle any attempt to do· sound 
public health (regarding gay ·and 
bisexual men), · and frankly it's being 

done with a reckless disregard for 
those at risk for HIV in Minnesota." 

The PrideAlive site, which 
includes warnings about its sexually 
explicit nature, contains strong lan­
guage and sexually graphic photos. 
The site's calendar of events also 
lists health education events spon­
sored by the Minnesota Department 
of Health. 

Minnesota AIDS Project officials 
say PrideAlive is privately funded, 
but Emmer said the distinction was­
n't clear to Web site visitors. By hav­
ing the department listed·on the site, 
it implies that the state sponsors and 
supports it, Emmer said. 

Bob Tracy, lobbyist for the group, 
said state-funded programs are no 
longer listed on the PrideAlive site in 
an effort to clear up confusion about 
which activities are government-

. funded and which are not. 
Emmer's provision would mean 

the lo'ss of $401,000 in state grants, 
something Teel said would hurt the 
program's ability to serve at-risk 
individuals in "a culturally relevant 
way." The group's work is critical in 
light of a recent state Health Depart­
ment report that the rate of HIV 
infections has increased, she added. 

"We don't deny this material is 
sexually explicit, but this is public 
health information," Teel s~id, not­
ing that HIV is primarily a sexually 
transmitted disease. "We have to 
talk about sex if we are going to help 
people understand how to eliminate 
or reduce infection." 

The loss of $401,000 in state grants 
would jeopardize a program that 
teaches JilV-positive individuals 
how not to spread the virus and end 
the AIDS hotline, a statewide· 
resource that refers., HIV-positive 
individuals to medical providers, 
Teel said. 
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.Secretary of State Mary 
1Gffmeyer says the 'time _ 
.has come' forvoterphoto 
IDs, but critics say they · 
would be an obstacle to -
voting for ·some people. 

Proposed 
reforms 
kindle ID 

. 1-'lZ·OS-

de 
l-EY SHAW 

Legal :tedger Staff Writer 

National election reforms proposed 
this week have rekindled a debate 

among Minnesota poficymakers about 
voter fraud concerns. 

The Commission on Federal Elec­
tion Reform, led by former President 
Jimmy Carter and former U.S. Secre­
tary of State James Baker III, made 
numerous recommendations that 
state officials regard as common 
sense. But the endorsement of a 
photo identification requirement at 
the polls taps into a controversy that 
is already evident at the state Capitol. · 
· The commission's executive sum• 
mary proposed an identification card 
-for people without a driver's license 
''to make sure that a person arriving 
at a polling place ·site is the same one 
who is n·amed on the list." 

The idea would move away from 
·other forms of identification such as 
utility bills. 

That proposal drew a sharp response 
from Chuck Samuelson, executive 
director of the American Civil Liberties 
Union ofMinnesota, who said the card 
idea was 'a "bJck door" 'attempt at set­
ting up a national identification card. 

Samuelson said requiring people to · 
· provide proof that they are eligible to 

vote is "a barrier to voting." He added 
that voter fraud is Iiot the issue: "The 
bigger issue in Minnesota is the 30-

. plus percent of people who don't 
vote." . · 

;;~;~~--R~forms conti,nued o:·;:;r0 ( Ba_c/c:- J 
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Reforms:. Lawmakers of both p·arties express support for regional primaries. 
· Continued from p 

. 66w· hile voters have been . 
. · . . known to show up at 

the wrong polling place, there are 
virtually no documented cases of a 

person attempting to register or vote 
under another person's name," says 

state Sen. Chuck Wig er, DFL-North . 
· St Paul, who chairs the Senate 

Election~ Committee. 

- "I reject the idea that they don't 
vote because there are people who are 
voting fraudulently," Samuelson said. 
. State Sen. Chuck Wiger, DFL- •. 

North St. Paul, who is chairman of 
the Senate Elections Committee, said 
he expects his committee will hold 
hearings on the photo ID issue when 
the Legislature convenes next March. 

Wiger echoed Samuelson in noting 
that instances of fraud have be~n 
infrequent. "While voters have been 

. known to show up at the wrong 
. polling place, there are virtually no 

documented cases of a person 
attempting to register or vote under 
another person's name," he said. 

Wiger said Minnesota has been a 
national leader in voter turnout 
because different types of documents 
are used to prove a voter's residence 
and identity at the polling pla{!e. . 

But Wiger's counterpart in the· 
House, Rep. Jeff Johnson, R-Ply- • 
mouth, the chairman of the House 
Civil Law and Elections Committee, 
said fraud is a valid concern . 

"I have been a proponent in the 
past ofrequiring some sort of photo 
identification for voters m Minneso­
ta. It's required to board a plane and 
cash a check, but not to vote in Mln­
nesota. With allegations of voter 
fraud in Minnesota abounding from 

. both sides of the aisle, I think this 
would be one major step in the right 
direction to restore some confidence 
in the system;" ,!ohnson said . . 

Legislatfon requiring photo IDs . 
was introduced during the last leg­
islative session in the state Senate by 

• ·Michele Bachmann, R-Stillwater. · 
. Bachmanu' s bill .added language to 

Minnesota's statute§, that would 
require ''proof of United States citi­
zenship in the form of a passport, 
birth certificate or naturalization 
document" to register on Election 
Day or the day prior to Election Day. · 

Bachmann, who praised the Carter-. ·. 
Baker commission for highlighting the 
issue, said she was concerned about . 

fraud. For example, she said, she is 
concerned about college students vot­
ing in their home and campus commu-. 

.-nities. "The merits of the photo ID 
consist in b;ringing credibility to the 

. voting process," Bachmann said. 
• Rep. Tom Emmer, R-Delano, span­

.sored photo ID requirement legisla­
tion in the House. Neither bill made 
it out of committee last .session. 

The photo ID recommendation 
aroused sharp dlssent iri Washington 
after the recoi:nmendatioris were 
made available to the public Monday. 

Critics suggested that having to 
acquire the ID cards in order to vote 
could be an obstacle for minorities, 
the poor and older Americans and 
might intimidate some people. 

"We believe such a requirement . 
would constitute nothing less than: a 

· 21st ceJ;1tury poll tax," said ·a letter 
from Reps; John Conyers; D7Mich., 

. and John Lewis, D-Ga. Poll taxes 
were once used in some states to pre- · 
vent black citizens from voting. 

Former President Carter said.he 
was hesitant about the free photo ID 

. proposal at first, but laws passed in 
. some states like Georgia convinced 
him that a national approach was a 
better idea. Republican lawmakers in 
Georgia pushecl through legislation 
that requires a new voter identifica­
tion card that costs $20 for .. five years. 

"Some states have passed abom­
inable laws that are a disgrace to 
democracy,"· Carter said. 

· In Atll:µlta, voter and ci~ rights 
organizations challenged the Georgia 
law in federal court, contending in a 
suit filed Monday that it would disen­
franchise minorities and the poor. 1 

Nineteen states require voters to · 
show identificati9n; five request 
photo ID, the National Conference of 
State Legislatures said~; · 

The commission proposed that voters 
who dori't have the card could cast a · 
provisional ballot and produce the 
photo ID later. States also would have to 
promote the photo ID card aggressively. 

66w~th a:!legations of.vote_rfraud 
. . m Mmnesota aboundmg 

from both sides of the aisle, I think 
this would be one major st~p in the 
right direction to restore some 
. confidence in.the system," says 
state Rep. Jeff Johnson, R-Plymouth, 

-who chairs th·e House Civil Law and 
Elections Committee. 

Minnesota Secretary of State Mary 
Ki:ffmeyer backed the photo ID req­
uirement idea and said the state should 
pick up any costs that bear a hardship 

. on voters as a result of the card. 
"Its time has come. Absolutely. I 

believe the state should pay for those 
who can't afford one," Kiffmeyer said. 
.. Kiffmeye:r also noted that Min­
nesota has invested millions in feder­
al, state and local dollars into its elec-
tion system as a result of · 
implementing the federal ;Help 
America V:ote Act. Many initiatives . 
called for in the Carter-Baker report, 

· such as verifiable paper ballots and 
audits, are either already practiced 
or being implemented in Minnesota. . 

"I_ think the firsfreaction in read- . 
. ing through that is Minnesota does . 
well," Kiffmeyer said. 

Among the coIIlllllssion' s numerous 
proposals~ it recommended a change 
to presidential primaries. Rather than 
primaries in each state, the party's 
presidenti.al candidates would be cho­
sen by voters in four regional pri- . 
maries. The regional primaries would 
occur after th:e Iowa caucuses and 
New Hampshire primary, aGcording to 
the recommendations. 

· Kiffmeyer said the regional primary 
approach would preserve a balance of 
power between large and small states. 

Johnson and Wiger, too, supported 
the regional primary approach. 

"Right now, Minnesota,primaries -
are so late in the process that the can­
didates for president have usually al­
ready been-chosen by the time we vote. 

This would allow ev!:)ry state and every 
voter to play a role in the selection of 
those candidates," Johnson said. 

The commission recommends . 
putting states in charge of voter reg­
istration lists. The commission:also 
recommended a U.S. Election Assis­
tance Commission (EAC) that con-
nects the states' lists. ...._ 

This integration of voter lists, the • 
commission reported, would "elimi­
nate the vast majority of complaints 
·currently leveled against the electioff · 
system. States will retain control over 
their registration list, but a distrib­
uted database can remove interstate 
duplicates ·and help states to main­
tain an up-to-date, fully accurate reg­
istration li~t. This would mean people 
would need to register orily mice in 
their lifetime, and it would. be easyto 
update their registration information 
when they move." 

Wiger noted Minnesota is ahead of 
the curve m Its voter r·egistration list 
efforts. . 

"Minnesota has had a centralized, 
statewide voter registration database 
for m~y years. An upgraded version . 
was installed for the 2004 election, two 
years ahead of the federal man~te, · 
Voter confidence is enhanced if we 
. continue to work clos;ly with local 
government election officials a:nd 
other interested p_erso~ and groups 
who need assurance that the database 
is accessibl~ and accurate," Wiger said, 

· The Associated Press contributed 
to this story. 
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Statewide.Smoking 
ban. moves forward 

--Proposal exempts bars; allows separate rooms in restaurants 
PIONEER PRESS JA'N 2 8 '01 -

0BY TONI COLEMAN . tfon - to the Commerce Com- "Where does it · end?" 
Pioneer Press · mittee, which _ will look at the- Emmer asked. "Next it's going 

economic _ impact the ban -to be cell phones, computers, 
Smqking would be banned would have on government · peanut oil; salt, cheeseburgers. 

in restaurants ·. but not - bars agencies enforcing it. _ . _ You can make this same argu-· 
urider · a proposal that . cleared An _ · establishment ·· that ment for many different things. -
its first legislative hurdle inthe . makes more than 50 percent of The marketplace . . should · 
MinnesotaHouseon Thursday. ·its sales from liquor is exempt _ decide." - · 
- Both sides of -the smoking from the ban, under a commit- "If we smoke in a room with 
debate were pleased --by the · tee-approved _ -_/4nendment _ other people, every · person iii 

. compromise - proponents of a - offered by Rep. "3im Abel er, R- that room is _}mo king with us," 
ban ·because the_ measure is Anoka. Rest~urants not meet- said Rep. \lflon Latz, PFL~St. 
still alive and -._ opponents ing the 50 percent threshold Louis Park,. the bill's co~spon-

. because it recognizes the eco- -could install a separate smok- sor, _ arguing for the rights of 
nomic impact on bars that ing room with· floor-to-ceiling -those who don't _ want to -be 
would have to turn smoking - walls and its · own ventilation bothered by smok~. ' _ 
patroris away. _ system. . _ Bob Moffitt, __ communica- -· 
· · -''.Today is a success and a Gov. Tim Pawlenty has said · tioils director for the American 

victory because it is the first he would sign a smoking ban Lung Association · of Minneso- , 
-- time a bill like this has cleared bill ifit comes across his-desk. ta,· said he was pleased by the 

a,}Iouse committee," said Rep: Proponents . of the new bill, committee's action:. - _ 
"6oug _Meslow, · R~White Bear . mqdeled after the ordinances ' ·"When we _ think about 
Lake. · -passed by Ramsey and Olm.st- where we wereJast year, a sim- , 

He said he would push to - ed - counties, say- this -· one ilar bill .couldn't even .get a 
_ have elements of his original stands a better chanc~ of pass- hearing in the House. Legisfa,. ' i 

- proposal - a ban on smoking in · ing than -an all-out ban because. tors are sensing a change in 
all workplaces including bars _ it settles some concerns about the -air. All of the local ordi- -
and restaurants - restored to an overreaching ·government. nances are sending a -mes- ;; 

· the bill as it winds its way The public health argument sage," Moffit said. "The light ': 
through various committees. about secondhand· smoke in . "bulb has finally gone on." _ · 
_ - --The - Health Poli~y and support of' a · ban looks (like a 
Finance committee Thursday reason to res:ttf ct civil liberties, . -
forwarded the bill - without a said Rep. ~om Emmer~ R-

-formal en_dorsemerit or -rejec- Delano. -

Toni Coleman can be reached at 
tcoleman@pioneerpress.com or ' 
(651) 228-5442. 
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f Keeping-people safe 
Thank you for the excellent story 

of May 1 about AIDS prevention in 
the Twin Cities, "Out front on HN." It 
was desperately needed with certain 
lawmakers attacking our work, which 
'is not funded with taxpayer money. 
· As one of the volunteers featured in 

_ tb,e story, lam personally offended that 
'1'lep. Tom Emmer would question our 

commitment to ending this epidem:­
ic. We will do whatever it takes to keep 
people safe, and·our approach works. 

I tis unfortunate thatEmmer's cru­
sade against free speech will hamper 
the efforts to control HIV and AIDS 
· throughout the entire state, and win­
end up costing the ·state lQtimes as 
much in increased medical costs. As 
taxpayers, that should offend all of · 
us, but Emmer just doesn't get it. 

Brian Ge,ving, Minneapoli-$. 
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~Safer than sorry' over 
· sex offender legislation 
-House biH · at: the · ,. 
. reflects cap.i-te>l. 
m.uch of iiiiiiiii-· ~-~--- _____ -iiiiiiiiiii.iii~----~~ 

Pawlenty's . . (the_.Senate's) is sorry. T'd 

Prop OS a I rather be safe than sorry." 
- . - · . Zellers' biU imposes life . 

by T.W. BU:dig _sentences . without parole 
Capitol reporter on certain fi.r~t-_ and se~- . 

show up on the. fiscal 1,1ote, 
Zellers said .. 

. · · ond-cdegree cnmmaJ_ sexu-
The woman · who · al conduct offenders when . 

• Rep. Tony' Comish, R- -
Good Thunder, said sex 
offenders should · • have 
never been committed "tp 
begin_ witµ : 

. deno~ced . t_he,_ murderer . one or· more · aggravating . "I don't believe._ mo_st 
_ o~ K~tte Pomer used to be · factors are present, such a:s sex_ oft: enders ar~ si.~k ~ 
)ris wife. . victim torture and victim their mmds;-they re sick m 

. Arny Blom, former wife · was younger than· 13. the heart," he said .. 
,of ~onvicted sex offend.:. It doubles the~aximum It's estimated currently" 
_er and m1;1rderer Donald penalty for first- · through . there are abou! 1,4~0 s~x . 
Blom, te_sti:fied . before the _ fifth- degree criminal sex- . offenders · servmg ttme m. 
House Public Safety Policy · ual conduct. Minnesota prisons. · 
and Finance · Committee Th 1 . . 1 ti - • · Last year · some 607 

· March 31 ' during a hear- e · egis a on, · a~ m · · · ' · · 
·. . . · . the Senate legislation, also offenders v.:ere convicted 
mg · on sex. offender legis- . . . . d t • . · t - of sex crimes 

.. lation. us~~- m _ e er~na e sen- _ . . • _ 
· · " . . . _ tencmg - pnson sentenc-:- Under Zellers;' proposed 

.l don't believe se!_ es in which release dates legislation, ··about a dozen 
offenders can · . change, ride on the behavior of the of ' these . offenders could 
Blom told. lawmakers. . \ . sex offender. . face possible life sentences 
. ~ 1n the case of her for.: ·_Th; ' proposed legisla- without parole. · 

_ m~r husband, the syst~m . tion carries a cost - sena- . · "It's a very narrow pop:­
failed to stop a . cunmn:g · tors have criticized it on · ulation of · sex offenders;"· 

. se~ offynder for years, she . fiscal grounds. said'Zellers, speaking after 

sa.i~. _ . . . . According to a House tjle hearing. · . .. 
. ~ot un°:l l~?~ when · fiscal note, . within · four One proposal not found 
he kil!ed ~at.le Po~er after years . the :legislation, if in the Zellers' bill is a 

. alre~dy b~mg convicted . of ena,cted~ - would require House initiative authored · · 
fi_ve prev10u~ sex _offen~es 304 additional state prison •by Rep. Toi:ii"'Emmer, R­
did he fi~~lly_ receive a life beds at the cost of about $5 . Delano, dealing with · tbe 
sentence, said, Blom. . . million. voluntary chemical castra-

Th~ ~amage ·_ Donald Within 50 years~ it tion of sex offenders. 
Blom mflicted extended to would require anywhere 
the home. from 3,500 to 7,500 pri$On 
. "He tormented and - beds; ari expansion costing 
tortured me and tfte emo- as :much as $200 million 

' "If it comes to the 
House floor, I can guaran- . 
tee I'll be supporting it," 
szj.d Zellers. 

tional p~ I_ feel is a life a year. , . Zellers' legislation -i~ 
sentence, said Blom. But Eric ·. ·Lipman, . currently held in the.Public. 

Life sentences are one Pawlenty Administration · Safety Policy and Finance 
feature of the House sex - state - sex offender policy Corilmitte.e. · · 
offen<;ler legislation being coordinator, ·. cautioned Another difference 
carried ·by · Rep. Kurt; fOmmitt~e member~ in - between the Hoµse . and 
Zellers, R-Maple ~rove. . mterpretmg the fiscal Senate · sex offender leg-

The initiative reflects note: . islation, besides life sen-
policy · recommenda- Tve always been dubi- tencewithout parole, is that 
tions · made by · Gov. Tim ous of fiscal · note · infla- the Senate bill, unlike ,the 

_. Pawlenty. - tion;" he s~d. Houses, . doesn't · increase · 
. Although state sena- F~r his part, Zellers jus- inaxiinum penalties. 

· tors . have . spoken of the tified the costs by argu- • Sen. · David K).eis, R-:- . 
,i.·,'Lt1gi'sti:!ffiff!;,i"1fverre'a'clfift"-"'~":tng'."·tliaf '"Wi1tn1t~·20 ·:'·yearif:"''"'St~· .:cro-cya'1"'···t1;tr.e.mii.i"e1r:16 
· to celebrated en.mes like . the state would begin sav- amend life sentence ·with~ 
· the rriurder of Poirier and . ing spine $20 millioQ a out ·parole provis1ons on to 
more recently Dru Sjodin, year as it would no Ion- the Senate bill March 31 in 
Zellers defended his . leg- gei: be legally committing committee, but the amend-
isfatioil. flagrant sex offenders but ment failed, · · 

. "Idon;tthi:ri:k this is an imprisoning them. 
overr~actit:>ri in any way/' . That's ~uch less expen- T._ w. Rudig is at: 
he said. · -sive, he said. . · tim.budig@ecin-inc.coni 
f . ''Ouf bill is safe~ theirs Andthatsavingsdoesn't 
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We ne~'lti speak 
STAR TRIBUNE APR ~ 6 'OS 

By Lo_rraine Teel • · · Health Omnibus bill hands 
down that death sentence. The 

With a reckless disregard only way to talk to adults about 
for those most at risk for HIV; si.tfer sex is to use sexually ex- · 
extreme elements.in our com- plicit lapguage, yet this bill 
munity have influenced state demands that the Minnesota 
legislators to introduce danger- Department of Health (MDH) 
ous policies setting back public not use any funds to support 
health 100 years. · "sexually explicit materials." · 

Iri May of 1895 the great poet · Excuse me?\,yhen has society 
anq pl~ywright Oscar Wilde was · ever agreed on what is "sexually 
convicted of sodomy and sen- explicit?" Who is .going to make 
tenced to-two years in prison. that call?We use sex to sell tooth­
Apparently these same fear- paste, cars and pizza. But when 
ful and cowardly ideas are still it ,comes to safer sex we are be­
amongst us today, this time sen~ ing asked to mask ourlariguage, 
tencing adult gayand bisexual bite our tongues, be polite and 
men to death. · for heaven's sake, don't give this 

An amendment to the Min- information to adults. 
nesota House version of the Health education cannot 

frankly about HIV and· its prevention 
be taµght using euphemisms 
and innuendo . . We need to 
speak frankly about the de­
tails of HIV transmission a·nd 
prevention. 

Just this past yeat, 44 percent 
of new HIV infections in Minne­
sota were- linked to gay and bi­
sexual men. Nearly two-thirds of 
those living with HIV in Minne­
sota are gay and bisexual men. 
Most alarming - 96 perctmt of 
young men infected over the 
past three years were gay and 
bisexual. · 

. : The Minnesota AIDS Project 
runs the state's largest ;md most 
succ_essful program reaching 
these men. 

They were offended by our 

website. Yes, we have ·sexually . jectfog drug users and pro­
explicit material on our web- vidfog thein with lifosaving 
site. Aiid it is clearly marked information so that this virus · 
that it is intended for gay ·and,; . doesn't spread in the hetero­
bisexual men. Apparently after sexual community. · 
some activists ·and elected of- And, amazingly, they want . 
ficials trolled the website, they to end the 18-:-year history of the 
were so upset by these safer..:sex MAP AIDSLine that provides 
messages they became deter- basic information and refer­
mined to silence us. rals to more than 5,000 callers 

These elected officials want . per year. 
not only to end our prevention All because they were of­
programining targeting gay fended?Tellme, whatwerethey 
and bisexu_al men, they want <;loing looking at our.website in 
the MDH to stop funding our · the first .place? · . 
program working _,with . HIV- · If they had wanted print 
positive men'to educate them mat~rials offering no _visual · 
about how to not trans)J).it the depictions of how to properly 
virus; they warit to stop out use a condom or offering only 
program r·eaching out to in- - dry text about abstinence un-

; 

til marriage, they should have 
asked.We could have provided 
therri with such a brochure. But 
instead they came to a web~ite 
intended for · adult gay men, 
not supported with any pub­
lic dollars, and against all First 
Amendment protections are 
trying to punish us for reach­
ing a group of citizens, gay and 

· bisexual men, that they appar­
ently care nothing for. 

Oh, did I forget? ,In their zeal 
to· keep gay men abstinent until 
marriage, they are also working 
to ensure that they will never be 
able to marry. Details. 

· Lorraine Teel is executive director of 
. the MimiesotaAIDS Project. 



Jeff Wheeler/Star Tribune 
From left, Nick Hahn, Kristen Perron, Brian Geving and Keith Pederson headed to another bar to hand out condoms. "In the bars, we get five seconds 
with somebody," Pederson said •. "But online, in the privacy of their home or ,office cubicle, people get right to the point, a real teaching moment." 

HIV fr m B1 ) 
. ·ev·./ .. -···· i 

Rel ~ etL, iew ofthe risks 
complicates education efforts 

"But the world is changing, and 
so are we," Teel said. 

With 60 employees and about 
1,400 volunteers, the 22-year-old 
MAP is the state's oldest and largest 
nonprofit agency fighting HN and 
AIDS. It uses a wide range of edu-

. cation, counseling, disease testip.g, 
legal help and social services, state 
health officials say. 

Since Minnesota's first case, re­
ported in 1982, HN has infected 
7,547 Minnesotans. Of those, 2,697 
have died. 

New drugs since 1995 help peo­
ple with AIDS live longer. But the 
dark side of that success, officials 
say, has been a more relaxed view 
of the risk of HN. 

"Too many of my patients see 
· HN as just another chronic dis­

ease," said Dr. Keith Henry, an 
AIDS researcher and a physician at 
Hennepin County Medical Center in 
Minneapolis. 

Cruising for trouble 
For the past four months, Ansell 

has spent most weekdays from 3 to 
5 p.m. visiting two gay-oriented chat 
rooms on the Internet. 

With national surveys showing 
that about 55 percent of gay men 
don't always use condoms, Ansell 
counsels men about the risks of spe­
cific sexual practices and helps those 
with HN cope with the disease. 

"A lot of people just don't know 
enough about how to stay safe," he 
said, his fingers flying as he juggled 
two online conversations with gay 
men. 

Ansell, RN-positive for 18 years, 
is a health education coordinator 
with a MAP program called Posi­
tive Link, begun by men with HN to 
help others cope with the disease. 

MAP staff members say the on­
line contacts appear to be more 
open and honest than those made 
by the condom crews in gay bars. 

"In the bars, we get five sec-

~ 

onds with somebody," · said Keith 
Pederson, a coordinator with an­
other MAP program, PrideAlive. "But 
online, in the privacy of their home 
or office cubicle, people get right to 
the point, a real teaching moment." 

Internet outreacp. is becoming 
increasingly important, said Kip 
Beardsley, state AIDS director at the 
Health Department. "To connect 
with communities of people at risk of 
HIV; you have to be where they are." 

Online inquirers typically are 
. polite, grateful and graphically ex-
plicit. . 

"If you expect to communicate · 
with high-risk groups about sexual­
ly transmitted diseases, you have to 
talk the language_,,. body parts, sex 
practices and all," Ansell said. 

Some legislators such as Em­
mer say some explicit language in 
AIDS prevention work is gratuitous 
and childish. The heal~ budget bill 
passed by the House would require 
state-funded AIDS prevention work 
to avoid sexually explicit language. 
And it would eliminate MAP's' 
Health Department funding, which 
totals 10 percent ofthe·nonprofit's 
$4.4 million annual budget. 

The Senate health bill does not 
include HN spending restrictions. 
MAP lobbyists expect them to b~ 
proposed in amendments on the 
Senate floor. 

Neither the PrideAlive program 
nor the material that disturbed Em­
mer receives state money, but Em­
mer said any use of sexually explicit 
language by MAP shows that it "can't 
be trusted to do the job right." 

Condoms in bars 
The core of the fight against AIDS 

remains face-to-face work with gay. 
and bisexual men, who account for 
about 60 percent of all HN cases. 

Dampened by drizzle; Pederson 
and his crew dodged from bar to bar 
in downtown Minneapolis one re­
cent Friday night, dispensing smiles. 
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and protection against HN. 
Amid the din of music and voic­

es in the Saloon, volunteer Nick 
· Hahn connected with bar patron · 
Jonathan Schulze just long enough 
for Schulze to grab a few condoms 
from the proffered tray and smile 
in thanks. 

"Everybody says he1s RN-nega­
tive. Maybe so, but man,I never take 
a chance," said Schulze, 26, waving 
a packaged condom for emphasis. 
"I'm always protected." 

Like mostAIDS prevention work­
ers, thosewoi:kingthe bars try to en­
courage safer sex, not safe sex. 

"We talk about all types of pro­
tection, including abstinence. But 
the minute we start preaching, we 
lose them," said Pederson, 44. "We're 
talking about risk management." 

The fight against HN probably 
. won't end, he said, at least not until 
scientists develop. drugs to kill the 
disease. 

"People take risks, and most 

younger guys never went through . 
the years oflosing dozens of friends 
to AIDS," he said. "It's too easy to get 
complacent." 

"That's why we need to be out 
here - on the streets, on the Inter­
net, in the African community- re­
minding people to think: Don't take 
drugs that blur your judgment, use 
protection with sex, and for heav­
en's sake, don't hesitate to ask for 
help." 

Work with Africans 
HN prevention work is harder 

ampng new immigrants from Africa, 
where AIDS has killed millions. Cul­
tural, religious and social differenc­
es among those new Minnesotans , 
make sex and HN difficult topics . 

"You can't overestimate the 
stigma of AIDS in the African-born 
community," said Sides, the AIDS 
epidemiologist. 

African immigrants are about 
1 percent of Minnesotans, but last 
year they accounted for 20 percent 
of the new HN cases, more than half 
of them women. 

"For many of them, sex is very 
private, something you don't talk 
about," Sides said. · "Even start­
ing the conversation is difficult, 
let alone convincing people to be 
tested for HN." 

Makundi is trying to . break 
through those cultural barriers. 
with a new MAP program called 
the African Service Initiative. 

"First we want to help more 
people get in for HN testing," said 
Makundi, who came from Tanzania 
eight ye.ars ago. 

Most immigrants are not· fa­
miliar with health screenings. "In 
Africa, you go to the doctor when 
you are sick. So people think if you 
get an HIV test,,Jlit must mean you 
already have AIDS and are dying," 
she said. 

"We have to convince people 
· that it's safe to talk, to be tested and 
to get help, whether you test nega­
tive or positive," Makundi said. 
"We're crossing these barriers one 
client at a time." 

Wan-en Wolfe is at 
wolfe@startribune.com. 
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"Everybody says he's HIV-negative. Maybe so; . 
but man, I never take a chance." . -JonathanSchulze,26 

. _ _ Photographs by Jeff Wheeler/Star Tribune 
Volunteer Nick Hahn offered condoms to patrons in the Saloon bar recently. The Minnesota AIDS Project effort in gay bars has lasted for a decade. But new 
trends in the spread of HIV are forcing activists to take up new methods, such as posting in online chat rooms and talking with new immigrants from Africa. 
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STAR TRIBUNE MAY: 1 ··'05 
By Warren Wolfe ·~ ,Star Tribune ~taffWriter 

For a decade, Minnes.ota's ·war against ~DS has relied lite __ .rally on hand-to-han--d comb_· at- a~ti_v~ 
ists from the Minnesota AIDS Project (MAP) handing out thousands of condoms in gay ~ats and 
urging sexual caution. tJ Now AIDS workers say that troubling new trends are forcing them to t~e 

the fight into far more challenging combat zones. tJ More gay and bi~exual men have found the_Iriternet 
tobe_anewmeeting ground for anonymous and unprot~cted sex:, fueled by rising use of the drug crystal 
methamphetamine. And the rate of HN, which leads to·AIDs, is rising among heterose:xual African im­
migrants. tJ Prevention has slowed the AIDS epidemic in Minnesota since new RN-cases peaked at 367 
in 1992. But for the past decade the number of new cases has stayed stubbornly around 300 a year. 

"We're concerned that with these new problems, the HIV 
· numbers may go up," said 'Itacy Sides, an AIDS epidemiologist 

at the state Health Department. 

~

's challenge grew more complicated Friday when the 
passed a budget bill excluding it from Health Depart­

funding. The cut was proposed by Rep. To II!_ Emmer, R., 
. Delano, who said he · o l;>j ected to sexually .explicitlanguage ori 

_ a MAP website. . · 
"It's ironic," said Lorraine Teel, MAP's execµ.tive director, 

"that some people think it's OK to use sex to sell cars and soap, 
but not HIV prevention." · 

One of the MAP foot soldiers entering the new AIDS battle­
front is Andy Ansell,· aka PozAnswerMan, who cruises Internet 

. chat rooms. That's where men can hook up for PNP- short {or 
"party and play," or unprotected sex, often including drug use. 

· Another is Dori Makundi, who teaches African-born men · 
and women about the risks of unprotected heterosexual sex. 

"Our traditional face-to-face contact in gay bars has been 
tremendously successful," Teel said. MAP trains and sponsors 
the crews that last year handed out about 120,000 condoms. 

. · _ _''.~ew infections ~~~een kept in check." 

. HIV. continues on B3 _ 
....... • 1"1 ... 

\ . (Back) 

- Keith Pederson, a coordinator with the Minnesota:AIDS 
Project's ;PrideAlive program, stocked up .on condoms at the 
project's office in Minneapolis before he arid three volun­
teers headed out to bars to distribute them. Last year, proj­
ect-train~d crews handed ~ut about 120,~$)0 condoms . . 
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, 102i,of 201 jn Legislature '.paid 
.so farfor 2Q05 special s~ssion 

. BY PATRICK SWEENEY 
· Pioneer Press ,. (_ . . . 'i/4., . 

Minnesota. . lawmakers 
have SQ far. claimed about i 
$136,000 · in daily salary and 
expense payments for their : 
eight-week special legislative 
session· this · swnmer, accord­
ing to · House arid Senate· 
records. - · · · 

A number of lawmakers -
Democrats . and Republicans, 
and members. of· both the 
House and Senate ·_ refused 
to accept the $66-a-day pay;. 

_ :ments they are allowed to .col­
. , lectin ·a.dditlon to their $2,595-
. a-month base salary. Others 
claimed the pay for only part 
of the special session . 

. OVER'.tiIME PAYME~T.~ 

AT A 
GLANCE 

During the spe­
cial session, the 
$66 per diem 
was only for 

· days a legislator -
attended floor 
session$ or com-. 
mittee hearings, 
or took part in 
budget negotia­
tions. Outstate 
legislators could . 
claim per diems 
for travel days; 

· Online: Fon:i complete list ofspedal 
sessicm per diem payments as of the Sept. 1 _ · 

. payroll,-.90 to,WV\iw;twiricities.com and click on_ 
the Politics page.· · --
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Overtinie ­
payments 

( continued) 

Many of those who refused 
to claim the money did so 
either in a show of contrition 
for failing to get their work 
done by a May 23 constitutional 
deadline, or in c;t demonstration . 

. of solidarity with state workers 
who lost pay during a partial 
government shutdown, or in 
anticipation of retribution next 
year from voters angry about 
the overtime session. 

All payment totals are still 
incomplete because separate 
deadlines for · senators and 
state representatives to claim 
the funds have not passed. 

· But, through a Sept. . 1 pay­
roll, 39 of 67 senators had asked 

@ 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE lA 
Special session per diems . 
Here is a list of East Metro lawmakers who collected per diem payments for this year's special session . . 
Lawmakers have several more weeks to submit a claim . . 

House member Party Amount Senate member Party Amo.unt 

Joe Atkins DFL $896 Ellen Anderson DFL $1,386 

Pat Garofalo R 1,120 Don Betzold 2,046 

R 660 DFL . 2,376 

R 132 Pat Pariseau R 

R ~J ~ 

DFL 264 

R 840 

Char Samuelson R 

Westerberg R 1,254 

Source: Minnesota House and Senate PIONEER PRES~ 

for and received the so-called _ .• 
"per diem" . payments, accord- op TI NG o u T 

I 

expect it either," he said, . and Pawlenty .. Outstate legisla: 

.House health policy and time." . . / / House Minority Leader Mat{ 
,finance committee chairman, then-Gov. Jesse Ventura chal- But Rep. Tom Emme:r;\f a ~ntenza, DFL-St. Paul, never 
claimed $2,112. . lenged lawmakers to ,"come in freshman Republican from claims per · diems. ·. Rous~ 

The per diems are an odd on their own dollar" and forgo Delano, said he and the other Speaker Steve . Sviggum, E.­
combination of . expense pay- the daily payments. · legislators who claimed per Kenyon, -claimed $1,58f · ' 
ments and a salary supplement Early this year, a group of diems have no apologies to • Althoµgh the per diem 
for legislators who . got their freshman Democrats in the l make. Emmer, an attorney, said totals are incomplete, Democ; 
last increase in base pay in . . House, led-by Rep. Larry Hosch/ the . $1,320 he earned in special rats so far · significantly . out~ 
199~. During re~ar sess~ons, of St. Joseph~ ¢Id two l_{,epubli- ses~ioil per diems was f~ le~s number Republicans - 36 to 2t 
legislators receive per diems can se;nators,'f)ave Kleis of ,St. than he .would have made m his · ~ . among House member,s 
for weekends and holidays, as Cloud and Mady ReiterJ of law practice. claiming_ per diems. Rous~~ 
well as days they work. . . Shoreview, introduced bills to , "You';re talking to a guy who . Democrats received '$41,990 vs~ 

It is .likely the number ofleg- bar per diem payments during at 44 years old niade a signifi- $31,816 for Republicans. In the . 
islators claiming the per diems special sessions resulting from cant personal and financial sac- · Senate, 27 Democrats claimed 
for this special session, espe- lawmakers' failure to complete rifice to serve my con- $48,510 in per diems; 12 Repub- . 
cially in the House, will grow their work .. Both bills died in stituents," Emmer said. licans claimed $13,464. · 
and the total cost will incre·as·e. committees.____ A few legislators routinely Will legislators who accept-
That's because House members Gov. __ --~~----- who refuse to claim per diem pay~ ed the per diem payments face 

· have 90 days to claim per :accepted per em p. ents as ments during either regular or consequences when they run 
.dieins. Senators are allowed 60 a · state representatiye during special sessions, . a few claim · for're-eiection next year? Prob­
days. The special session ended the 2001 special _ses~fon, called less· than the $66 a' day -· and ably not, predicted Don 
July 13. . this summer for legislation that some do not claim the pay~ Ostrom, a visiting -professor of 

_ The per diem payments would leave per diem policies ments. on ·weekends or holi- political science at St. Olaf Col­
have been part of the legisla- as they are, but take :away a days. lege who served as a DFL state 
tive pay system for years. But nionth's ·base paYfrom legisla- · For the :special session, sen- representative from 1989 

, the per diems, especially dur- · tors and , the governor .if they ators and representatives were through 1996. 
ing special sessions · called to faile(i to enact a budget by the • supposed. to claim per . _diems "For the most part; voters 
finish unfinished business, May deadline. only for days they were attend- are more concerned about edu'.: 

· 'have long been controversial. . "Ordinary Minnesotans ing floor sessions and commit- cation or health care or taxes' 
In 2001, during a special ses- would not expect to be :paid for tee hearings or taking part in · than they, are about the partiC~ 

~ion budget · battle that was a running past a work deadline, the . budget ·negotiations · . Ular salary a legislator gets,,'~ 
. lot like this year's deadlock, and elected officials should not . b_etween the House, the Senate . ,.Ostrom said. : '. ( 

-
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CITY PAGES 

12News 
LAWMAKERS WANTED TO REFORM CAMPAIGN FINANCE LAWS THIS YEAR. SO WHAT HAPPENED? 

) .•: 

David Fick for City Pages 

Dough Boys 
BY PAUL DEMKO 

On January 21, Hamline University political 

science and law professor David Schultz met 

. with House Minority Leader Matt Entenza. 

The reason for their meeting W¥ to discuss 

possible changes to Minnesota's campaign :fi­

nance laws. At Entenza's behest, Schultz had 

drafted a series of suggestions for tigb.terring 

contribution limits and broadening disclosure 

requirements. • At the time, Entenza was fac- _ 

ing intense scrutinyforpouringmoneyirito 

DFL-affiliated organizations in -the final . 
weeks of the 2004 election campaign. The St. 
Paul lawmaker and his wife, Lois Quam, an 
executive with UnitedH;ealth Group, do­
nated some $600,000 to DFL causes during 
the election cycle. The scope of the couple's 
po~tical benevolence, however, was not dis­
closed until after the election-when the De­
mocrats picked up 13 seats in the House and 
came within one victory of toppling the Re­
publican majority. • 

Schultz laid out eight suggested 
changes to Minnesota's campaign finance 
laws. Under his proposal, all political do­
nations-whether to so-called 527 groups 
such as 21st Century _Democrats (the organ­
ization that received much of Entenza's 
support last year) or directly to cam­
paigns-would have to be disclosed within 

· 48 hours. In addition, all contributions 
. would be limited to $1,000. There were also 
measures designed to curb attack ads in the 
final weeks of campaigns. Many of the 
changes mimic those implemented in 2002 
at the federal level through the McCain-
Feingold bill. . 

"It was basically my dream bili," says · 
Schultz, a past head of Common Cause 

Money talks: State Rep~ Tom Emmer has 
.tried-so far unsuccessfully-to' bring 
campaign finance reform to the Captiol 

. Minnesota. "If we passed this bill we'd 
have had the best campaign finance laws in 
the country." · 

Entenza apparently lost interest in re­
forming the state's campaign finance laws 
-ante the furor over his personal contributions 
died down. But Schultz's proposal was even­
tually picked up ·byRep. TomEmmer, an ec­
centric freshman Republican from Delano. 
Emmer has made waves this year by champi­
oning chemical castration of sex offenders 
and attempting to strip Minnesota AIDS Pro-
ject of all state funding: · 

He was motivated, in part, by disgust at 
Entenza's · underhanded DFL :financial sup­
port. "What he did in my estimation was un­
ethical and it was clearly a way to bend the 
rules, butitwasn'tillegal," says Emmer. How­
ever, he also makes it clear that :financial 
shenanigans are endemic to both major par­
ties. "It's driven by special interest groups giv­
ing donations, tons of money to both 
caucuses," Emmer says. -

. which Emmer deemed the most important 
element of the bill, however, passed to the 

. house floor in April. "I want total trans-
parency,'" he says. · · · 

Initially, Emmer was optimistic that.the 
bill would be passed, but once . it got to the 
floor, support suddenly dissipated. Various in­
terest groups, ;most notably Minnesota Citi­
zens Concerned for Life, stepped up . their 
attacks on the measure. The anti-choice non- · 
pro:fitgroup passed out literature condemning 
the bill and told house member:~ that the vote 
would b~ counted in the organization's influ- · 
eritial legislative _scorecards, even though the 
issuehas nothing to do with abortion. 

· "What a crock of crap that is," says Em-
. mer, who is pro-life and was endorsed by the 
MCCL in 2004. He's now c:U.sgusted by the 
group's high-handed tactics: "I've told them 
to knock it off. I don't ever want to hear from 
them again. I don't appreciate people passing 
me notes while I'm in committee telling me 
how to vote." 

· The measure never made itto a full House 
vote. Schultz says that he called Entenza-a 
potential candidate for attorney general next 
year-to try to spur some action on it, but got 
no response. Emmer also believes thattheDFL · 
leader didn't want the bill to pass. "This is ex- · 
tensive and important reform and Matt could 
. have had his mime all over it, and he just dis­
appeared," Emmer says. 

(Entenza did not return a call seeking 
comment.) 

A companion bill in the Senate was origi­
nally championed by John Hottinger, the vet~ 
eran St. Peter Dl<'Ler. According . to three 
different people who met with him on the 
matter, Hottinger initially expressed enthusi­
asm for the--,bill and promised to push .· it 
through the Senate. The measure, however, 
never even got aliearing iri committee. 

· "There's two reasons you carry a bill: to 
support it or kill it," says Schultz. "I'm funda­
mentally contjnced that Hottinger· does not 
support campaign finance reform." 

"He had no intention of doing anything 
with thatbill," says Joe Marble, co-founder of 

· the adyocacy group Minnesotans for Respon­
sible Government. "He just basically stuffed it 
in the drawer." 

Hottinger, not surprisingly, disputes 
this assessment. He blames the MCCL for 
the inability to pass campaign finance re­
form and says that the only way to fix the 
system is to introduce full public financ- · 

Various interest groups, most notably . 
Minnesota Citizens Concerned for Life, stepped up 

· their. attacks on the finance reform measure. 

There are dollar figures to back Emme:r's 
assertion. In 2004, according to a study re­
·cently completed by -Schultz, large donors, 
lobbyists, and political action coIIllllittees 
spent $94,821 per legi.slatorto influence state 
legislative races and policy decisions. 

In March Emmer's bill passed out of the 
Bouse Civil Law and Elections Committee 
intact. While in a second committee, the pro­
vision limitirig the size of contributions was 
stripped out. The disclosure requirements, 

ing-a remote prospect at best. (Such a 
measure failed in a Senate committee this 
year.) "It's not so much that I don't support 
it," Hottinger says of the Emmer bill. "It's 
that it's an incomplete ·proposal." 

Emmer attempted to reintroduae the 
campaign finance bill at the start of the spe­
cial session, but it went nowhere. And he's 
not optimistic about the prospects for re­
form any time soon: "The big money -over 
there is just sick" [!] 
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Hollse backs minimUOl wage boost 
Rukavina's labors of sevep. years pay off with solid majority 
By JULIE BRATVOLD 
Legislative Correspondent 

ST. PAUL - State Rep. Tom• 
Rukavina rarely mixes his reli­
gious views with his politics, 

but at Monday's floor sessi.on the 
veteran DFLer from Virginia felt the 
urge to recite a , m of the Lorr:l · -

Prayer. While debating legislatioJi to . 
raise Minnesota's minimum wage, . · 
Rukavina told his colleagues that he 
has always been fond of the part 
that goes·" ... and gi ve i.1·. t0ddy our 
daily bread and forgive us our tres­
passes ... " · 

. "There's a lot of people that have 
to live day by day - not just in 

... avina froni Al . 

tliis state, but in the nation - and 
today we're going to give them 
their daily bread," Rukavina 
preached. 

For the past seven years 
Rukavina has authored legislation 
to boost the state 's minimum wage 
and after Monday's session it 
seems very likely that it will 

become .a reality by this summer. 
After several hours of debate, the 
Republican-led House voted 84 to 

· SO to raise the minimum wage to . 
$6.15 by August. The current 
minirnu~ wage is $5.15. 

· Supporters said this was good 
news for the 50,000 Minnesota 
workers currently earning 

minimum, . as well as all low 
income workers who will see an . 
increase in pay because of the bill. 
"It's been tough sledding for that 
group of people and we're trying to 
support them,'' said Rep. David 

~ Dill, DFL-Crane Lake. "You can't 

'f> Please see RUKAVINA AB 

x-~ 
House OKs minimWD. wage boost MESABI DAILV NEWS 

VIRGINIA, MN 

DAILY TRIBUNE 
HIBBING, MN 

deny the factthat cost of living is going up. 
At least this is some reflection of increases· 
for those people. " 

Raising the minimum wage has typically 
been a contentious issue .between the 
Republican and OFL caucuses. In February, 
the Senate voted closely · along party lines to 
approve a similar bill. However, the House 
saw much more cooperation between parties, 
with l(;i Republicans choosing to supportthe 
raise. 

"I was very surprised - pleasantly 
surprised - that we got so many members 
from the other si'de of the aisle to vote with 
us," Rukavina said. 

The issue didn't go down without a fight, 
however. Many lawmakers spoke against the 
bill, claiming it would deter employers from 
coming to Minnesota and could even lead to 
the outsourcing of jobs to other countries. 

• Rep. Randy Demmer, R-Hayfield, said raising 
the minimum wage bill would send the 
following message to employers considering 
movipg to the state: "Welcome to Minnesota. 
We'd love ·to have you here - we'd love to 
have you here to screw you." 

Several legislators attempted to alter the 
bill with amendments, including Rep. -Tom 
fd!!IDer~R-Maple Plain, who offered a • 
provision to abolish the state's minimum 
wage altogether. He later withdrew the 
amendment, but said he wanted to get a 
point across. "The minimum wage (raise) 

doesn't create jobs. as you suggest,'' he 
directed at Rukavina. "This is a true form of 
socialism." 
• Rep . Marty Seifert, R-Marshall, was diligent 
in his attempts · to change the definition of 
"small business" so that more employees · 
would qualify for a lower minimum wage 
requirement under the bill. Currently, a small 
business is defined as one that earns 
$500,000 a year. After two unsuccessful 
attempts to raise the maximum ·earnings for 
small businesses, the House eventually 
compromised on $625,000. Small businesses 
will have to pay a minimum wage of $5 .25 
by August, which is 90 cents lower than 

· large businesses will be required to pay. 
Rukavina was not particularly pleased with 

the definition change, but said he supported 
it to be assured that Republican Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty would sign the bill. 'Tm not happy 
about it, but in order to get the governor we 
had to compromise," he said. Numbers were 
not available on how many workers the 
change would affect, and Rukavina said he 
will determine that before the bill moves out 
of conference committee. •. . · · 

As he left the House ch.ambers, Rukavina 
was met with several lobbyists and 
lawmakers who congratulated him on his 
victory in getting the bill passed through the 
challenging body. "It wasn't my victory," he 
said. "It was a victory for a lot of our lower 
income workers. " · 
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saCW1e-sex marriage constitutional amendment passed by House ' 
by T.W. Budig 
Capitol reporter 

The Minnesota House 
has passed same-sex mar­
riage ban iegislation that 
would place the proposed 
constitutional arpendnient 
before voters in 2006. 

· The . legislation -passed 
the House on a 77-56 vote 
after more than three hours 
of sometimes emotional 

a . t: ·. t -h e ' C a p it d l . ·Rep. Michael _ ~a~ar,~ belief instead of letter of . 
. : · . DFL-St. Paul, -.said the law. 
_ g-,as we- ..... · proposed amendment was Besides that voters 

disuniting to the state and want to decide th~ issue, it 
~ 

J2i.ttrkb, DFL-Chap:iplin 
- voted for the proposed 
constitutional amendment 
while three Republicans· 
voted against. 

The propbsed amend­
ment had previous_ly passed 
the House· in 2004. 

floor vote "the politics of 
distraction." 

Minnesota marriages 
are not in crisis but educa­
tion and other services are, 
he said. 

benefits for gays and les­
bians. 

. . 
She asked Rep. Dan 

mean~pirited. ' was argued. 
"Today I have to say Severson styled.the pro-:-r m a~bamed of this body," posed amendment as "the 

he said. ultimate act of democra­
B u t Severson and ·cy." 

debate. • House Minority Leader 

Severson, R-Sauk Rapids, 
House bill author, how her -
long-term, loving relation- _ 
ship was so damaging as 
to require a constitutional 
amendment. 

other Republicans argued , Rep. ToI11 Emmer, R­
the proposed amendment Delano~ said the proposed· 
would serve as a safeguard amendment was clear. 

to marry, he said. They ju_st 
can't marry someone of · 
the same sex, said. Emmer. 

The proposed amend­
ment would place on the 

· ballot i!l 2006 . the .ques­
tion, "Shall -the Minnesota 
Constitution be amended 
to provide that the· · state 
and its political subdivi­
sions shall recognize mar­
riage or · its -legal equiva­
lent as limited to only th_e 

Thirteen DFLers Matt Entenza, DFL-St. 
- including _ Rep . . Denise• Paul, called the House 

• Rep. Karen Clark, 
DFL-MinneapoHs, a les­
bian lawmaker,-strenuous- · 
ly attacked . the proposed 
amendment as threatening 

"What is threatening _ 
youT' she asked. 

against judicial ·activism It' t taki .- th . . d ak' _ d . . s no ng away e 
-,- JU ges m mg ec1- . h f d 1 b' - . ,, 
sions based on personal ng t O gays an · es ians woman. 

union · of ohe man and one . 
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