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These include being out of 
town election day,.illness or dis
ability preventing a person from 
getting to the polls, religious 
observance, or if the person is 
an election judge outside their 
own precinct, Poser said. 

When the county held a new 
voter registration period Oct. 1 
through 12, 5,200 people regis
tered. 

"That's IO times the number 
we normally get," Poser said. 
"It has typically been around 
500 people registering." 

What is drawing people to 
the polls is a presidential race 
that pollsters have so far deter
mined to be too . close to call, 
both at the national level and in 
Minnesota. 

In 2000, former Vice 
President Al Gore, the 
Democrats ' nominee for presi
dent, narrowly outpolled 
Repuhlican George W. Bush in 
Minnesota , but Bush won 
Anokc1 County. 

Hec1vy voter participation 
is projected for election· 
Registr9}iS% ,absentee ballots are way up 
by Peter B.odle~' . · · 1 

· \ . . 

Managing editor · · 

More Anoka County 
voters are expected to go 
to the polls in Tuesday's 
general election than the 
previous presidential elec
tion in 2000. 

al election suggest a higher 
voter turnout. 

"It certainly looks that 
way," said Gary · Poser, 
Anoka County elections 
supervisor. 

Poser.' 

The . Anoka County 
Elections Office will be 
open tomorrow (Saturday, 
Oct. 29) from 10 a .m. to 3 
p .m. and Monday, Nov . .1 
until 5 p.m . . for absentee 
voters to cast their ballots. 

In 2000, there was a 
75.6 percent turnout of 
Anoka County voters. 

Through Oct. 22, there 
had been 8,555 absentee 
ballots cast for this year's 
election compqred with 
5,518 for the same period 
in 2000, according to 

But · ·the number of 
absentee ballots cast to 
date and new voter regis
trations for the 2004 gener-

People have to have a 
legitimate reason for vot
ing absentee, according to 

Vote/page 11 Ac__ .. 

As president, Bush is 
opposed in the Nov. 2 election 
by Sen .. John Kerry, _D-Mass. 

But the general election bal
lot has a host of other candi
dates for president/vice presi..: 
dent - David Cobb and Pat 
LaMarche, Green Party; Bill 
Van Auken and Jim Lawrence, 
Socialist Equity Party; Roger 
Calero and Arrin Hawkins, 
Socialist Workers Party; 
Thomas Harens .and Jennifer 
Ryan, Christian Freedom Party; 
Ralph Nader and Peter Miguel 
Camejo, Better Life Party; 
Michael Peroutka and Chuck 
Baldwin, Constitutional Party; 
and Michael Badnarik and 
Richard Campagna, Libertarian 
Party. 

Besides the presidential race, 
Anoka County voters will also 
be voting in three congressional 
races. 

In Distirct 3, longtime 
Republican Congressman Jim 
Ramstad is opposed by 

· Democrat Deborah Watts . The 
district includes suburban 
Hennepin County and all of city 
of Coon Rapids except for one 
preci nct. 

- . ' .. ·.• ... . ·-·-. . . .. ... ' . ' . . . . 

Most -~r A~~ka County lies: ?, Rapids (11, 12, 42, 43 and 4.5) . 
in Congressional District 6, · · • A District 47B : Melissa 
where incumbent Republican Hortman, DFL; Stephanie 
Mark Kennedy is opposed by ;' ·01sen, R, incumbent. The dis
Democrat Petty Wetterling. • trict covers a portion of 

Columbia Heights, Hilltop ·: Brooklyn Park an~ five 
and Fridley' are in · precincts in Coon Rapids (31, 
Congressional District 5 where 32, 34, 41 and 44 ). 
veteran r:;:>FL Congressman • A District 48A: Tom 
Martin S&bo has two chat- Hackbarth, R, incumbent; Mike 
lengers - Republican Dani~! . Starr, DFL. The district 
Mathias and Green Party cand1- includes Bethel, East Bethel, 
date Jay Pond. Oak Grove and Burns 

W~i}e there are n_o . Township. 
Minne'sc~_p . Senate races this • A District 48B: Jim Abeler, 
year all Minnesota House s~ats R, incumbent; Bob Trewartha, 
are on the 1004 gener<ll election DFL. House District 48B 
ballot, . encompasses the cities of 

In House races affecting .·· Anoka and Ramsey . 
Anoka County communities, all '- ' • .6. District 49A: Chris 
incumbents are seeking re-elec- DeLaForest, R, incumbent; Jim 
tion and all have opposition. Pithan, DFL. The district 
' ·1._ A Distric~ 17 A: Rob includes Ham Lake and part of 
.Eastlund , R, .incumbent; Pat Andover. 
Sundberg: DFL. The district • .6. District 49B: LeAnn 
includes the city of St. Fra~cis Mortensen, DFL; Kathy 
in Ano~a County and portions Ti ngelstad, R, incumbent. . The 
of lsant1 County. district includes the southwest 
• A District 47 A: Denise corner of Andover and north 

Dittrich, DFL; Bill Haas, R, ami east Coon Rapids. 
incumbent. District 47A • .A District 50A: Barb 
includes th e ci ty or Champlin Cooclw in . DFL, incumbent; 
:rnd fiv e precinct s in C . )( ) f1 · 

Polls Open 
at 7 A.M. 

The polls are just polls 
- but the real polls that 
count are the ones at 

which you vote. 
. Election race profiles 

begin on page 1 OA 

Nathan Jones; R. The district 
includes Columbia Heights and 
Hilltop and a portion of Fridley. 

• A District SOB: Geri Evans, 
DFL; Char Samuelson, R, 
incumbent. This district covers 
parts of Fridley and Ramsey 
County. 

• A District 51 A: Kendra 
Brodin, DFL; Andy Westerberg, 
R, incumbent. District 5 lA 
includes most of the .city of 
Blaine, except for the southwest 
and southeast corners. · • 

• A District 51B : Darrel 
Benedix, Independence; Connie 
Bernardy, DFL, incumbent; 
Pam Wolf, R. The district cov
ers Spring Lake Park, southwest 
Blaine and parts of Fridley. 

, A District 52A: Rob 
Rapheal, DFL; Ray Vandeveer, 
R, incumbent. The district 
includes portions of 
Washington County and eastern 
communities in Anoka County -
Linwood and Columbus town
ships and the no1them half of 
Lino Lakes . 

• A District 53A: Paul 
Gardner, DFL; Phil Krinkie , R, 
incumbent. The district includes 
parts of Rumsey County and 

the southeast corner of Anoka 
County. 

Three races are reruns from 
2002 - Olsen and Hortman in 
47B, DeLaForest and Pithan in 
49 A and Samuelson and Evans 
in 50B. 

There are· .- also statewide 
elections for judges on the 
Minnesota Supreme Court and 
Minnesota Court of Appeals. 

One of the three Supreme 
Court justices on the ballot 
Tuesday has -3 opposition -
Justice Alan Page is opposed by 
Tim Tingelstad. Justices Helen 
Meyer and Sam Hanson are 
unopposed. 

Of the five court of appeals 
judges on the ballot, two have 
challengers. R.A. (Jim) Randall 
is opposed bY. Daniel Griffith 
and David Mictge by Paul Ross. 
The other appeals court judges 
are unopposed Natalie 
Hudson, Wilhemina (Mimi) 
Wright and Randolph Peterson. 

Peter Bodley is at: ~ 
peter. bodle_~@eon-inc.cm,® 
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Proponents believe North$tar Corridor rails boosted from .·general election. 
by Peter Bodley 
Managing editor 

Erhart said. 

But voters re-elected 
The Northstar CotTidor com- Repub_licans like Tingelstad and 

muter rail project may well have Rep. Jim Abeler, R-Anoka, who 
got a boost from the Nov. 2 gen- are stro~g supporters of com-
eral election. muter rail, Erhart said. 

At least that's what com- "Those re~mlts should send a 
muter rail proponents like State m~ssage to the House · leader
Rep. Kathy Ting"astad~• ~hip that vo~er_s recognize how 
Andover; · ana·- Anoka County important this issue is," he said. 
Board Chai~man Din Erhart "Pe~ple are, willing to spend 
hope and beheve. ?1t ~ney 1f they get something for 

A DFL election resurgence 
Nov. 2 narrowed the Republican 
majority in the Minnesota 
House to two and knocked off 
two vocal opponents of 
Northstar - Rep. Bill Haas, R
Charnplin, and Rep. William 
Kuisle, R-Rochester,~hairman 
of the House Tran'S"portation 
Finance Committee. 

Two Minnesota House seats 
affecting portions of Anoka 
County changed parties and 
elected DFLers whose cam
paigns made Northstar among 
their top priorities - Denise 
Dittrich, 47 A, and Melissa • 
Hortman, 47B . Both districts • 
include parts ·of Coon Rapids. · 

Even with Gov. Tim 
-Pawlenty's funding . support, 
neither Northstar nor a bonding 
bill survived the House or 2004 
Minnesota Legislature. . 

But Erhart believes the 
prospects · are .. brighter in 2005. 
"I thought they were better than 
50-50 before the election, but 
now the odds are even better," 
he said. 

Dittrich and · Hortman have 
been very open about their sup
port for Northstar, according .to 

1 . 

Tingelstad, who has carried 
Northstar bills in the House in 
recent sessions, . _said the elec
tion results continued . . the 
mornentu~ for the project that 

· began in early August when 
Paw lenty · announced a local 
funding match ·to_ access federal 
dollars to keep the project mov
ing forward, despite the inac
tion by the 2004 Legislature. 

"The election just continued 
that momentum," Tingelstad 
said. 

"Obviously, we are in much 
better shape than we were a 
year ago." 

At ·the 2005_ legislative ses
sion, · Tingelstad · expects 
Northstar to be part of a broad
er transit package that will al_so 
include dedicated busways, she 
said. 

And . there are plenty of 
Republican House legislators 
interested in Kuisle's 
Transportation Finance 
Committee · chairmanship, her- · 
self included, Tingelstad said. 

"I have put my name for
ward, but so have about a dozen 
others," she said. 

And one Anoka County leg
islator who currently ~erves on 
that committee, Rep. Andy_• 
Westerberg, R-Blaine, may weir 

e in line fpr the chairmanship 
· because of seniority, Tingelstad 
said. 

Tim Yantos, deputy Anoka 
County administrator and exec
utive director of the Northstar 
Corridor Development · 
Authority. 

But he said the NCDA would 
be back . at the 2005 Minnesota . 

Westerberg is -a ·supporter of__ Legislature· seeking the $37 .5 
the commuter rail project. million for the project that 

"!°am mo~e optimistic about · Pawl~nty included in his 2004 
the chances of Northstar, very bondmg' proposal. 
much so," Tingelstad said. The $37.5 million is needed 

Feder~l funding to _keep the to complete . the final design 
commuter rail project' on track work, accordmg to Yantos . . 
was authorized . in September "We still hope to have com-
when the U.S. Department . of muter rail up and .running in · 
Transportation awarded the . . 2008," Yantos said. 
Minnesota Department ·of , Under the NCDA's cost
Transportation (MnDO_T) a . sharing fomiula, which is based 
$9,?00,131 grant to st_art finat on the •miles the proposed com
design work on the proJect. muter rail · system will run 

In August, Pawlenty . through the three counties 
announced a plan to provide the ._ involved, the Anoka County 
necessary local funding to · Regional Rail 
secure. the federal dollars tlJ_at_·. Authority is 
would have disappeared afte~~ paying $7.4 
Sept. 30. million of the 

liminary approval from the for the first phase is estimated at 
county regional. rail authority. $265 million with 50 percent of 
Ftnal action on · the budget will the money coming from the fed
t_ake place in December. · . eral government to match- a 

The federal gr~nt and Jocar · ·state/loc~l . commitment of 
match will _allow the project to $132:5 ~lhon. 
remain in the running for futuie The original route which 
federal New Starts transit fund~·-- . would have reached Rice, . west 
ing. Northstar ·at this . time has ;_1 · of St. .Cloud, was modified ear
not been reco~~nded by the : . lier this year to meet the Ff A's 
Federal _Tran'~it}Adminis,tratiorlJ( new, _more stringent cost-effec
(FTA) bec,ause the ._state hast tive standards. 
fail~d-to ~pprove its sh_ar~ of the The NCDA is ·a joint powers 
proJ~<;:_t tost, Yantos said. · board of 30 counties, cities, 

The first phase of Northstar to:wns and regional rail authori
is for servjce on the 40-mile ties along· the corridor. 
segment·· along H_ighways 10 Peter Bodley is at peter.bod-
and 47 from Big Lake to ley@ecm-inc.com · 
Minneapolis. Stations are pro.- · 
posed for Big Lake,' Elk River, 
Anoka, · Coon Rapids, Fridley 
and Minneapolis. . 

J'he total construction cost 

Tv receive the federal grant/ $10.9 milli~Ii 
matching funds totaling $10.9:; local comm1t
~llion are coming from the· , ment to access 

BLAINE-SPRING LAKE PARK 
LIFE COON RAPIDS HERALD 

COON RAPIDS, MN Northstar Corridor-· the federal dol-
Development AlithoritY:, lars,. according 
(NCDA) and $2.5 million from:,: to Yantos. 
the Metropolitan Council. Some of that · 

. The final design work: :$7.4_ million_ is 
includes work on stations, vehi..:_· commg from 

· cles, ·track improvements . and·. the· 2004 bud
J~nd acquisition, as well as con{ · geted funds _of 
tinm~d negotiations with thtf the authonty 
Burlington-Northern · Santa F¢.) and some fr~m 
Railroad, he said. reserves . with 

. . . the balance . 
The t~metable is to have t~e•:' from the 2005 

~nal design work completed in : rail . authority 
ti~e to go . to the 2006,: budget and tax 
Mmn~sota Le~islature fo~ con- levy, which has 
structlon fundmg, accordmg to : received pre-
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fState, federal primary . 
l ballots set for Tuesday 
f· by Peter Bodley . · . The winner will be opposed Hortman, DFL, Stephanie 
: Managing editor by DFLerDeborah ~atts m tJ:te . Olsen, R. 
: Nov. 2 general election. • • - District 48A: Tom 
: . Voters will find plenty of The 3rd Distri~t includes Hackbarth, R, Mike Starr, DFL. 
: candidc:ites on the federal and most of suburban :Hennepin · • • District 48B: JimAbeler R 
: state partisan ballot when they County plus all but bµe precinct • Bob Trewartha, DFL. ' ' 
: go to the polls Tuesday, Sept. in the city of Coon Rapids. - D. • -

49
A. Ch · · 

: 14 but only a couple of contest- . - . • · •. • • 1stnct . ns 
: ct' · Only Precmct 22 m the DeLaForest R Jim Pithan, . e races. - - , , . 
: northeast _ corner of Coon DFL. 
: In fact, . the only. contested Rapids is not in the 3rd District. · . . 
· state and federal races that Th .- . - t . . - th 6th • • D1stnct 49B: Leeann : . . . _ at precmc, 1s m e . ._ DFL K h • impact · a portion .of Anoka c· -. al D. rn· t hich Mortensen, , at Y 
: ongress10n is c ' w T elstad R 
: County are for U.S. Congress includes the rest of Anoka mg . ' ; 
;·_ in the 3rd and 5th districts. County plus Sherburne County • • ~istrict 50A: Barbara . 
: Fifth District DFL and portions of Washington and Goodwm, DFL, Nathan Jones, · 
: Congressman M~in Olav Sabo Wright counties. R. 
: faces a p;11mary challenge in ~e There is no contested pp- ·• ; • District SOB: Geri Evans, 
: DFL_ pnm~y from perenrual mary in the 6th Congressional DFL, Char Samuelson, R. 
; candidate Dick Franson. District, . although both • • J?istrict 51A: Kendra 
: The 5th District encom- Republican incumbent Mark Brodin, DFL, Andy Westerberg, 
: passes the city of Minneap9lis, Kennedy and D.FL challenger, R. _ . . 
: plus Columbia Heighfs~~~f~~ty_' W~!t~~lip~ appear ?n the ' _ • -r•.-t ·oi~tri~t-: 5 i'B': Com;iie . 

j ~!~~0:~r!~~~::'!;:!r;;.g '•~ ~~rtt!:·:;::in- B~;JaidY,.DFL, P3W W01f,R. •. 
The D FL primary winner tested primaries Sept. 14 for the 

_: -- will face Republic'an Daniel Minnesota House seats which 
: Mathias and Green Party candi~ . affect Anoka County voters. 
: date Jay Pond in the Tuesday, The _ candidates' names 
: Nov. 2 general election. appear on the primary . ballot, 
: Incumbent Republican 3rd however. They are listed by race 
· District Congressman . Jim in alphabetical order: 

Ramstad also has primary oppo- • • District 17 A: Rob 
: sition Sept. 14. His challenger is Eastlund R. Pat Sundber& 
, Burton H~son. DFL~-~~,.,.,~ ' 

• District 4 7 A: Denise 
Dittrich, DFL, Bill Hdas, R.' 

• · District 4 7B: Melissa 
• • • 0 • • • . .,, - . - - - - . 

. • . • District 52A: Bob Rapheal, 
DFL, Ray Vandeveer, R. 

• • Di~trict 53A: Paul Gardner, 
DFL, Phil Krinkie, R. 

There is also one third party 
candidate on the primary ballot 
for a House seat - Darrel Bendix 
of the Independence Party in 
District 5 lB. 

,Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 14. 

Peter Bodley is at peter.bod
ley@ecm-inc.com 

~ :.r.J.U.l~ •U-.- , , • ·• 

@) 
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Ttffie'II be a lof·atstake this v9al -22CL\ t 
in ·state's legisJatiV.e ·.district races:ANOKAA~~~:.::uNION 
by Peter Bodley '· . ' _._ · · . · . · · · · .. • date Dick Franson. : .· ! WEEKLY 5, 1 oo 
Managingeditor · .. . ·C _QU.fl1...y . ·,. · . . . · Th~ : ·winner will face:· JUL232004 

Anoka C?unt:y voters incumbent Republican 
wip have choices m _all _the Rob Eastiund is again 
Minnesota House di~tncts · opposed by Pat . Sundberg, 
affecti~g_ the county at the DFL; in District 47B, • 
Tues?ay, Nov. 2 general · where' Republican incum
electwn. . bent' Stephanie Olsen will 

affect · portions of Anoka ·· !tfd:i~~ic::;d Green°::111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
County, candidate Jay Pond in the ~sODt CuM'NO $$RPI~ 

In the .3rd District Nov. 2 :general election . . 
· · · . · · . · ·' - · · · .25844 which ,mcludes • subutban . The rest pf Anoka , xw 

XX01 .. 
Hennepin County and all County ·.is in . the . 6th .. 

14 

But in the 13 House again be · opposed by_ 
districts that · encompass DFLer Melissa Hortman; 

· some parts of Anoka and in District 49 A, where , 
County, there_ will be no Republican · incumbe;11t 
contested primary elec- Chris DeLaForest will 
tions Tuesday, Sept. 14_. again be challenged by 

but one· precinct in Coon .· ·District where incumbent 
Rapids, , · · longtime Repuqlica~ Mark 
Republican Congressman . Kennedy 1s . opposed by 
Jim Ramstad faces .a Sept. . : Patty Wetterlu~g, the DFL 
14 -primary against Burton ~ndorsed candidate. 

~ . J\nd in onl?' .o.ne is ~;/\f.?FLfr:'.):JiiW:fi~~:-;; -_ 
'.thir¢ party in"~tv.ect - ~n. ... · c ·•The ·-t6j:r·/of. Jhf·\2004 

. :Independence Patty-cartd1~. :.: general:ele~tio~ 9allot will 
date in District 5 lB'. • -be headed by the presiden-

cy of theTJnited States; 

Harison. Deborah Watts is 
the DFt· cand1date. 

f~?EQ. . th-~':-. 5th District" 
,, I!,~). \ , ' ' \ ~' . , 

\Yliic~Jriclucl~s the· city-of : 
Minrlfapolis ' .. as well a:s·· -
Col_umbia . · Heights, · 
Fridley, Hilltop and Spring 
Lake · · Park iri Anoka 
County, veteran · DFL_ 
incumbent Martin Sabo 

The lineup for ' the 
Minnesota ·. Hous;e '. :races 
affecting Anoka' 'county' 
are: .. : . . f - , : .. ::;',,.:_. '_.>·_'.:::· 

• · Disuiict· I-1-AfiRob: 
· Eastlµp,_d:, s. R, . .:incumbent; 
Pat : Sundberg, . DFL; •·The 
district includes the city of 
St. · · Francis· in . Anoka 

Incumbents are seeking 
re-election in all the 
Minnesota House districts 
and there are three reruns 
from two years ago - in 
District 17 A, where 

But there- will be elec
tions for all eight 
Minnesota members of 
.Congress. Three of those 
· Congressional districts 

has a Sept. .14 primary .. 
against pererini~l cancli- House/page 14Ac!,... 

. County an_d portions of 

• 
\,/ 

. - . .:__A. ,,, .... . -
- -.-1. · ~. ·· "",., """' ,~. ,,, ... ""' """" ·•• ·, .• , .. ,» ,,,, ,,;, ,,. ,,.,.. ,.,., i:- ~-~ '"' -.~ -~i iii> rt~,:) 11·; ~>'t-l:I r& ~ !fl iv~ 111 ~ ~i'J $ <li' t.,'r: .0@ ,;j;@: ;;\; t¼ ® ~ l't ,_<J (l,!> \1iJ ~ t~ ;;. ft! &i @I ll,!l ~-v:~ $ ~ ® ,.. "' "-" .,. _ w .,., .,, .., .,, .,, ._, '"' = .,~ '"' "' ··• w "' .,. -- "' ·': •· " · , . -

Hou. se .A. District 49A: Chris .A. District SIB: · . Darrel 
. . . , D_eLaForest, R, incumben~; J~m Benedix, Independence;_Connie 
Continued from 3A C ~1than, DFL. . The d1stnct Ber~ardy, DFL, : i~cumbent; 

. . . mcludes· Ham Lake and part of Pam Wolf, R. The district cov-
Isantl County. Andover. ers SpringLake Pa:rk, southwest 

.A. District 4 7 A; Denise . .A. District 49B ~ • LeAnn Blaine and parts 9f Fridley 
Dittrich,- DFL; Bill Haas, R, Mortensen, DFL; Kathy . .A. District 52A: • Rob 
incumbent. · Distri'ct 4 7 A T~ng~lst~d, ·R, incumbent. The Rapheal, pFL; Ray Vandeveer, : 
indudes the city of Champlin d1stnct mcludes _ the southwest R, incumbent. The .. district 
and five precin_cts in Coon corner of Andover and north includes portions of 

. Rapids (11, 12, 42, 43 and 45): and e~st Coon Rapids '. Washington County and eastern 
- . . . , . . . 

A . District 47B : Melissa ,' A District 50A: . Barb c~mmumt1es mAnoka County -
H~rtman, . DFL;- , Stephanie . 9oodwin, DFL, inc:umbe11,t; L1,~w.ood and ~-olumbus town
Olsen, R, 'incumbent. The dis- .· Natban Jones, R. The district ships and the northern half of 
trict covers a po~tion . of in~l~des Columbia Heights and Lino Lakes. • , 
Brooklyn Park and . five Hilltop· and parts · of Ramsey · .A. District 53A: Paul 
precincts in Coon Rapids (31 , ~ounty. _ . r ~ardner, DFL; Phil Kri~e, R, 
32, 34, 41 and 44). •· · .A.District 50B: Geri Evans, mcumbent. The ·district'iricludes 

.& · District 48A: Tom DFL; Char Sam:uelson, R, parts of · Ramsey County and 
Hackbarth, R, incumbent; Mike incumbent. This district covers the southeast corner · of Anoka 
Starr, DFL. The district includes .. parts of Fridley and Ramsey County. 
Bethel, East Bethel, Oak Grove County. . · . There ar·e also statewide 

Meyer, while Justice Alan Page 
has been" opposed by Tim 
Tingelstad. Justice Sain Hanson 
is unopposed. 

· Of the five court of appeals 
judges on the ballot, two have 
opposition. R.A. (Jim) Randall 
has been challenged by Daniel 
Griffith and David Minge is 
opposed . by Paul Ross. The 
other appeals court judges are 
unopposed - Natalie Hudson, 
Wilhemina (Mimi) Wright and 
Randolph Peterson; .. 

Anoka County is part. of the 
IO.th Judicial District, which has 
10 judges up for election this 
year. All but one are unopposed 

and Burns Township. • A District 5 lA:' Kendra elections for positions on the . 
A District 48B: Jim Abeler, Brodin, DFL; Andy Westerberg, · M~nnesota S_upreme Court and . 

R, incumbent; Bob Trewartha, . R, incumbent. District 51A Mmnesota Court of Appeals. Judge John McBride has 

- Thomas Armstrong, Stephen 
Askew, Steve Halsey, Joseph · 
Quinn, Michael Roith, Gary 
Schurrer, Krista Martin, Jenny . 
Walker Jasper and John 
Hoffman. . . 

DFI.~. House District 48B incl_udes most of the city · of Two of the three Supreme been challenged by Paul Lacy. 
encompasses the cities of Blame, except for the southwest Court justices face opposition -
Anoka and Ramsey. _and southeast corners. Patricia Ursula J_ambois . has Peter Bodley is at: -

. . challenged Justice Helen eter.bodley@ecm-inc.com 
- - - - -- ,. - ~ - - ~ .• " -~ -- ,./::•-... "' ,., .,.., ,,. "' "" '" '"· ·<·- •'" IC • "' ·· ... ,., ,:,. ""- "'' ,,, .,S> "' -" C.:' •••• f!ir .,. ,;;1 ·0 \W il:r"~ " '' .. ·_ :x. . ·•· - -
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Politicians racing for election 
thr'olN hats in the ring next 1Neek 
·by Peter Bodley 
Managing editor 

The 2004 election season 
officially kicks off in Anoka . 
County and · the state of 
Minnesota Tuesday. 

Filings for · federal, state, 
county and city offices open at 8 
a.m. Tuesday, July 6 and close 
at 5 p.m. Tuesday; July 20. 

Candidates will file at either 
the Minnesota Secretary of 
State's Office at the State Office 
Building in St. Paul or the 
Anoka County Qffice of 
Elections and Voter Registration 
at the Anoka County 
Government Center. 

People filing for' city councii 
seats will do so at their local 
city hall. 

The 2004 general election is 
Tuesday, Nov. 2. Where rieces-

s_ary, primary elections wiil take 
place Tuesday, Sept. 14. 

At the top of the ballot will 
be the president of the United 
States. · 

But there will also be all 
eight Minnesota U.S . 
Congressional seats on the bal
lot . this year; although neither 
U.S. Sen<;tte seat is up for elec
tion in 2004. 

Three of the U.S . House 
seats, all two-year terms, impact 
Anoka County. 

The 5th District, I where 
Democrat Martin Sabo is the 
longtime incumbent, covers 
southern Anoka County, 
including the communities of 
Columbia Heights, Hilltop, 
Fridley and Spring Lake 
Park. 

The predominantly suburban 
Hennepin County 3rd 

Congressional District does 
include all but one precinct of 
the city of Coon Rapids. Rep. 
Jim Ramstad, R, has held that 
seat for many years. 

The rest of Anoka County 
falls . within the 6th Dlstrict 
where Rep. Mark Kenliedy, 
R, is the incumbent. 

At the state level, there are 
no state constitutional offices or 
Minnesota Senate seats on the 
ballot this year, but all 
Minnesota H6tise seats will be 
up for election: 

Thirteen Minnesota House 
seats affect parts of Anoka 
Courj.ty. 

Candidates for Minnesota 
Hou~e seats can • file at the 
Anoka· County Government 
Cent~r if their district is totally 
within the borders of Anoka 
County. 

If the district straddles more 
than one county,' and most of 
them do, then candidates have 
to file at the Minnesota 
Secretary of State's Offic\ 

· The House seats impacting 
Anoka C!)unty' are 17A: 47A: 
47B: 48A, 48B: 49A: 49B:·soA: 
~OB; 51A: srn: 52Nand 53A~ . 
All are two-year terms. 

· ."'Incumbents are · .·. Rob 
Eastlund, R-17A, Bill Haas, R
.47A, Step!Janie Olsen, R-47B, 
Tom Hackbarth, R-48A, Jim 
Abeler, R-48B, Chris 

· DeLaForest, R-49A, . Kathy 
Tingelstad, R-49B, Barbara 
Goodwin, DFL-50A,- Char 
Samuelson, R-50B, Andy 
Westerberg, R-SlA, Connie 
Bernardy, DFL-SlB, Ray 
Vandeveer, R-52A, and Phil 
Krinkie; R-53A. 

Statewide there will also be 

elections for two Minnesota 
Supreme Court justices and five 
judges on the Minnesota Court 
of Appeals. 

In addition, 12 judges in the 
10th Judicial District, which 
includes Anoka County, are on 
the election ballot this year. 

At the county level, three of 
the seven Anoka County Board 
seats will be contested this fall . 

• District 5 includes the east
ern half of Coon Rapids and the 
southern part of Andover. Dave 
McCauley is the incumbent . 
commissioner. 

• District 6 covers the east
ern communities · in Anoka 
County, including Linwood 
and Columbus townships, 
Lino · Lakes, Lexington, 
Centerville and part of 
Blaine. Rhonda Sivarajah was 
elected to a two-year term in 

. , 
r · 

2002 .. 
• District 7 includes the 

western part of Coon Rapids 
and most of the city of Ano.~a. 
County Board Chairman Dan 
Erhart is the incumbent. 

Terms for the three county 
board seats on the ballot are 
four years. 

· The Nov. 2 election will also 
include three supervisor posi
tions on the Anoka County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District. 

'J'.he Minnesota Secretary of 
· State's Office is located in 
· Room 180 of the State Office 
Building, 100 Rev. D(. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, 
while the Anoka. County 
Government Center is located at 
325 E. Main St., Anoka. 

Peter Bodiey is at peter.bod
ley@ecm-inc.com 
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La'~~kers .· Tingelstad, · Abeler, 
westerbe.rg gain.important- · 
committee chair asSignmel'lts 
'Alrn~sta · ·. at t:he capitol, 
d om I n o _ 9-oa4™5.½~£WJZ¥.6Kd !i&lWl&!1M 

.. effect, says 
· Andover · 
· .state rep 

by T!W. Budig · 
·capitol reporter 

· . _Local Rep\lblican-
. .lawmakers . - number. 

~ong th~ lucky score. 
who will -chair House· 
committees: 

members retiring and The -stadium ·debate Hackbarth, R-Cedar, 
members. defeated in has Ungered · for years · remains chairman of 
the election," . · said at the Capitol. · · Environment and 
Tingelstad? entering . On a more serious Natural Resources 

· her fifth-term. note, Westerberg won- ·Policy Committee. 
"It was almost a dered whether the pro- . Hackbarth, noting 

domino effect." jec~ed $700 · million - the · loss . of_ 13 
· Two other Anoka . budget deficit next Republican · seats, said 

Comity Republicans ~iehr?um _~ $,1.4 bil- that com~ttee votes 
were appointed to chair ~1~n mflation a?ded - would be tight. 
joint Bouse/Senate rmght _ hamstnng the "We , can't . have 
committees. . comnnttee. · them (Republican 
, Rep. Jim Abeler, R- "T~ere might not b~ · ; c~m~ttee members) 

. Rep. Kathy. · Anoka will · 1ead · a anything we can do, . roaming around when 
. Tmge~stad~ R- health ~eform ·commit- · said Westerberg, enter- there's a vote," he said. 

. An~over, 1s the new ·_tee while Rep. Andy . ing his fourth-term. • Rep. Phil Krinkie 
chauwoman of the · . • . . - . .· . · ' 
G · . · . t >Westerberg, R-Blame, . Abeler 1s entenng R-Shoreview, leaves 

o v e r. n m e n ·11 h . d' hi .c . h . C . 1 In . . 
0 . · t· · d w1 c au a sta mm s 1ourt -term. ap1ta vestment to pera 10ns · an . . . 
Vi t Aff . · comnnttee. Other north metro become chauman of e erans aus . . . 
C ·tt In J·est Westerberg lawmakers kept their the Tax Comnnttee. omnn ee. , 

"Th . said he wasn't sure old committee chair-
ere w:ere so h th h. h. ld b · h. T.W. B d' . · 
h
. . · th w e er e s ou e mans 1ps. . . u zg is at: 

many c anges m e · . . 1 · d •h . · b d" @. h - hi b tw congratu ate or ave , * Rep Tom tim. u zg ecm-
c arrmans ps e · een condolences extended. . '. . inc:com . 

@) 
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Pr0Post!d ·• joint _· l:eg iSlative 
committees out .9fJoint · 
■ Senate n_ot biting o·n House -·$peaker's -appointment~ 
. . • . . • . . I . - . • 

by ·t.W. Budig -
ECM capitol repoJter . 

esting. It's something I, hav_e to . _ worthwhil~, respected, it needs 
· · talk.about. It- is sqmething that · . at least a, part:.:.timei_staff worker 
1

• _, -perh;:tps . could work/" said · ·and work'in. the 'knowledge its 
-Two proposed joint legisfa~ _lohnspn. -· . rec?mmen~ati~ns ·wm be cr~t-

tive committees are out .of jqfot. · But nQ _. decision .had ·been -ed 1_nto 'legisJatio:n,Abeler said: 
Although . House ·· Speaker made,- he_ said. _ _ .: _None · ~f ~at -has beei7, set-

Steve Sviggum., .. R~Kenyon, ·• '.: __ • Seni Becky L.o.~rey, DFL- -,
1

• tled, ,he .sai,d'. . _ .. 
appomted two_ Anoka County r Kenk~c, -·· Seii_ate -~ Health and Abeler imagines _ the joint
Republican legislators. to. ·-co- . · Fa.,mily _ Security . . Committee ·. committee ·tumfog cmt_ middle-

. chair : _ , the ' 'proposed . . chairwoman/ sru.ci· a rtuml;,e.r of -.: of-:-the~road solutions - · more 
House/Senate S'tadi\iiri--- aiicC senators are i. -interested in .a extreme ideas .discarded . 
_Heaftli Refoiiji ·coriiriiiftees· ~ _ groµp . of people . _explorin_g _ : H~'s' not optimistic ·a -com- -

• ~ep. Andy Westerb~tg and Rep:. healthcarereform; · nnttee ·along the lines lie env1-
Jim Abe~er,, respectively ----:-- the . · But one worry_ for senato~s. ·. •sions . will be. fasp.ioried,- Abefor. 
S~nate d1dn_ t bite ?n one com- Lourey said, is . that ·. a join _· . said. · · · 
ffilttee and 1s. mulling over the healthcare reform · committee "I d ,. · . · h · th 
other. . . · _ . . on t_ want. t? ave __ . e 
. _. _ . _ _ _ _ _ wa.uld_ be assem,~led, m~et; but_-. -funeral-font (theJomt-comnut-

Senate . MaJonty ~eader. ult:J.mately hav~ its 'York 1~ore?_- -tee) yet;' h~ said, _ . 1 · · 
Dean Jop.nson, DFL-W1llmar, by Hous~ · Republican _leader- ✓ - ''B. _. ·

1 
th.nk· : . ; - · · · -.

11
,, · 

said_ the Senate is not interested ship . . · ut 1. its pretty 1 '. · 
1.n . pur:sui11~ th~ joint st~diuin: Lourey -_lauded -; Abeler '_ fot i 

11 
House Maj<;>rity Le~~er Erik 

comµnttee idea. , . having awide breadth ofkndwl~-- --P~uls~n: _ R-Eden Prame, was 
. There's been so many stadi- edge_ of health issues _and per- · ._ disappomted the Senat~ .balked 

um commissions . and task · .somil-.gumption - ·he's been • . ~t: .op~ pr~po~e~ cormmttee and 
. forces alieady, said ·1 ohnson·; '. the real \\:Orkhorse of the· Hotlse ... lS . ~_till wei~hmg the other. ' 

"The dust has collected on h~alt11: ·and human.se:rvices· com"'. . . 1:Ie ~Olfght one messa~e of_ 
: all the .previous ones," he said,', _ ·mi_ttees, - she _ s~id - a~d -. __ ~e ~le~tion was_:a c~I for l;npar-

. . - . · expressed surpnse th_at . this · t1sanship, Paulsen said. 
Still, ._ t~e Senat~ _-remams · ''expert''. wasn't named to cbai_r. ·. As fo.r.Loµrey-'s concern that 

open to the idea of aJomt health . the -House Health ' Policy and H · R · ·b·1·· · · · Id ' • · ·tt · · . J h . - . , . · ou_se . epu icans wou n .t 
~~~~ com.nu ee, · . 0 nson :finance Committee. _ ' · take t~e: findings of th_e • pro-

A decision may be made by 
Hous_e 'Republican -leader- _ ._pose~ Jomt health reform-com

. ship :must grant Abeler ,authori- . . '.mittee serioqsly, ·some House 
_ · ty, said L◊urey, in ordet-for th~ Republicans ·have . expressed the· the holidays, -~e,_said. · · 

Johnson. expressed puzzle- · proposed joint hc!alth iefonn : _ same -· concym -- about- , Senate 
ment · over Sviggum appointing coIIlmjttee to _be worthwhile,. · DFLers, -~e said. · 

. ~°.-_chairper~ons to the -proposed - "If . the -committee has real Paulsen suggested . common 
JOmt cormmttees. authority, it • could dp good ground exists . 

fa a _meetin~ with tJ?.e thing~t she said: · · "I . thirik there would be-a- lot 
Speak~r i~ ~ovember? the idea Abeler's assessment · of the; . of agreement," Paulsen said. 

. of_ havmg JOl~t corrnruttees was proposed JOmt committee , ·. · 
raised, ~ccording to. Johnson. matches Lourey's. · . 

"To which I said, 'It is inter- · . For a joint com.m.tttee to· be ---

® 
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Minnesota's newborn laws activated August 1 
by T.W. Budig 
ECM capitol reporter 

New state laws d~aling with 
everything from what's kosher 
to the effects of mourning dove 
hunting became · effective Aug. 
1. . 

The laws represent the 
efforts of a number of local law
makers·. 

In the area of agriculture, 
one new law in.creases ·trespass
ing penalties for wandering on 
to land posted a "bio-secure 
area." · 

The law reflects concerns 
that diseases may be accidental
ly introduced to livestock · via 
germ-laden t_respassers. 

One new Minnesota food 
law on kosher foods requires 
items to state the institutional or 
denominational affiliation, if 
any, of the rabbinic authority 
identified on the product. 

According to the House pub- train cars, a new law states. 
lie information services, law Under the new anti-graffiti 
proponents argued ~hat cu~e?t law, prop~rty owners can sue 
law treated all factions withm for up to three times the amount 
Judaism alike. · , of the damage inflicted on their 

Another new law carried by property by the spraypaint 
Re£. A_ndy Weste"rhe~g. R- wielding vandals1_ 

Blame, 1I1 the House tightens The new law ho1~s parents 
the foreclosure law to better liable for up $1,000 of graffiti 
protect people threatened with clean:..tip costs if the vandalism 
home foreclosu·re from . bei_ng . is cominitted by th~ir child, a 
scammed. minor. 

Under the law, foredosurers - The law also allows the court 
c.a~ no longer charge more than to order vandals to scr:ub-off 
8 -percent annually on any loan graffiti as substitution for pay
to a homeowner, collect _wages .. ing. 
as a form of compensation or_ · · 
acquire interest in the propei:ty. 
being . foreclosed, among other 
restrictions. · 

In another crime and punish-
. ment initiative, imprisoned sex 
offenders will be required to 
pay for part of their treatment 
and no longer have access to 

ishment matter - one champi- personnel killed in the line of 
oned by Sen. Leo Fo~y, DFL- duty. 
'Coon Rapids - makes it easier The governor can set the 
'for the state to confiscate the length of time the flag must be 
:=vehicles of repeat drunken driv- flown half-staff. 
-ers even though the driver does
·n 'town the car or truck. Rep. Ray Vandeveer, R

Forest Lake, and Sen. Mady 
Reiter, R-Shoreview, sponsored Bill advocates insist the law 

will help prevent drunken driv-

ters from dodging the law. by Political candidates, under a 
~usJ,rig;_ s?~ebodf s else vehide new lctw, _may put U,PJll1Y num
-for dnvmg. . ber · of ··campaign srgns . after 
-" : ; • 

1

Oct. 16, 'uiider' a . riew law, Aug. 1 until 10 days after the 

the bill. . 

rriarks a state obseryance of ~r. general election. 
Norman E. Bot~~µg Food, Pn_ze Current law allows 'cities to · 
Day. Borla:ug··· is c~edited with control the size of- campaign 
s~vi_ng mi~lions 6~ lives_ throu?h signs but is silent qn the topic of 
his mvent10n of high-yield, dis- numbers. 

ease resistant whe~t. . . While on th~ topic of public 

Predatory foreclosing prac
tices recently b~came the sub- ' 
ject of deJ:>ate with actions taken 
the ~ttorney Genernl's Offic.~ 
and others. 

pornography. 

A Nohel Pnze wmner, officials a new law sponsored 
Borlaug_ is a ~ra.duate of the by Sen. 'Michele Bachmann, R
U niversity of Mmnesota. Stillwater, and Vandeveer 

, er In another public observance .;: allows voters to decide w~ether 
The amount the~ 11 need t act; a new law requires flags at members of a city council can 

pay for tre~t~ent wiH be calcu- the Capitol to be flown at h~lf- als'o serve on the charter com-
If it;s art, put it-in a mus~um 

but keep it off wall~, fences, and 
lated o~ abihty to ~ay. ·. staff upon the death of a P?hce mission. 

. Still another cnme and p~n-_,,,,officer or Minnesota military . , ./-

Currently, only a judge can 
be prevented from serving on a 
charter commission . 

In transportation, a new law 
specifies that men under the age 
of 26 in applying for a driver's 
license, renewal, learner's per
mit ·or state ID card consent to 
h,wing pertinent information 
automatically sent to Selective 
Service by the Department of 
. Public Safety. ., 

In another new ·ia~,, .. ~no~
mobilers, along major state 
highways, may be allowed to 
drive in two directions on the 
same side of the highway. 

Currently, snowmobilers 
along the roadside must ride in 
the direction of traffic. 

Other new laws can be found · 
a t 
www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hinf 
o/0804nlrelease. pdf. 

T. W Budig is at 
tim.budig@ecm-inc.com 

@ 
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·11111ia~,,,s·. ·.set· .· sp8ci·a1s?session ·· 
.. ::: . . .· •. ·:- ,: . . . . . . . 

VVA• 

in thei-r. sights 
· by T.W. Budig . . 

ECM capitol repo~er 
also rise, he said . 

. Local _lawm*ers ,are recep
tive to Gov. Tim Pawlenty call-· 
ing a special sess_ion,;, . . · 

. , . . ·. 
• Rep. Jim Abeler, R-Anoka, 

said. the governo;.-tvery defi- . 
nitely'\ , . should :: . call -· the 

.. Besides, special sessions . 
have· become .· almo~( routine; 
Ab.eler said. :· "They're not so · 
. speciiu . anymore," he said :Of . 

_ calling lawmakers back tQ ~t . 
. Paul. 

· Legislature back.· 

"Our work
0

isn't done yet:' he 
said. The governor :and legisla

. tive leaders shouldn't dawdle, 
Abelet said. . 

. "They· shouid•vew much, get 
it (a special · session) · goi_ng· if 
they want" one," he said. 
· · The momentum is still there, 
Abele~ said. 

Waiting Will oniy drive the · 
cost of projects up, said Abeler. 
And bond interest rates . could 

~-

, • Rep. Chris.- Gerlach, R-Apple 
Valley,. would advise Pawlenty 
to be open to the . idea of a spe-

. cial session, but . insist agree- · 
ments betw_een House; Senate 
and Governoi,-'s Office ori the 
parameters fi_~st"be worked _out. 

. There's no.- reason . to · call 
-l~wmakers ·back simply . to 
rekindle. the· stalemate of the · 
regular sessiorj.,; he said. . . . 

Rep. Connie Bernardy, DFL- -
· Fridley, -agrees . 

_. "I think it's really important' 
that we have a bonding bill," 
said Bernar~~• refening to it a 

'' 011r•w°'l!~1i!0it;~~ .. ··. 
-R~Anoka 

,. . .-; ,g : . 

. ,, 

. Job creator. .: · 
. . ~--

And-Northstar commuter rail 
bonding should · be included, 

· Bernardy said. · 

But an agreement _ai;nong 
legi~lative leaders must first be 
reached, she said. 

Besides a .bonding bill, 
Bernardy said · it's important 
lawmakers . also- address sex 
off ender legislation and rework _ 

· the budget. 

. Instead of tapping the health
care access fund for even more 
money as did Pawlenty . in his 

budget ·fix, Bernardy ~ants to 
see ..lawmakers take the DFL 
Senate's -approacb to deficit 
solving hy dosing · corporate 
loopholes. : _ _ · · _ 

Frustrated by the inagility_ of 
caucus leaders to i;eadi .agree
ment, Bernardy is pursuing a 

was accomplish~d during the 
regular 16-week session? 

. Not according to . them.' . "We 
actually accomplished a great 
deal · of . policy work," . said 
Abeler . . 

. But this type of legislation 
doesn't receive the attention 
marquee items like the bonding 
and budget bills draw;-SO people 

. resolution stipulating that key 
procedural details such as set-_ 
ti)lg budget targets must be done 
in advance. 

· tend not to notice, .he said. 
. ,., 

• Rep. Andy Westerbzg, R- · 
Blame; also expressed mterest 
in returniIJ.g in special session to 
pass a bonding bill. · 

. "If we ·could come back for a 
. qne- or two-day special session_, 
I think that · would be . a good 
. thfog," said_ Westerberg. _ 

. Doe·s the fad many lawmak
ers seem open to the idea of a 
special session mean . nothing 

·-t 

Westerberg echoed the same 
theme. 

"I . ·don't think taxpayers 
haven't gott~n their dollar's 
value," s-aid Westerberg. 

Many issues received thor
. ough and necessary debate, he 
said. · 

T. W. Rudig is at 
tim.budig@ecm-inc.com 

i__L ~---
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Legisl_ators want a referendum_:on stadium 
Anoka .County Board' chairman ~ • <tt .O €)$ . - ~ 8 o (v ~ 
argues against voter decision _ . . . . -

. by-T.W. Budig. an e-mail. · 
Capitol reporter The Anoka County 

At A 
Glanc·e _ 

•~•a••0®•0•~0®$@~_~@$@6~$0~$••~$••@oeo0•e• . 

· Virtually no . support Board has pa~sed a resolu
exists among north metro - tion C0°:1fllltting up to '' _ lawmakers for the imposi_- $240 million . to a Vikings
tioil. of countywide taxes stadium - a proposal that 
for stadiums without a ref- included legislative· 
erenduni. authority to impose a 0.75 

Even . Rep. Andy., ~ounty-~ide sale~ tax .-c-

fiesterberg, ·'R-Blaine, an ma stad~u_m fll;nding pack
~noka County lawmaker .a~~ env1S1oned as ~venly 
in whose city a Minnesota d1V1ded between local gov
Vikings stadium is pro- ernment, state and team. 
posed, wants voters to vote A Vikings stadium 
on a proposed county-wide would bring "imrp.easura-· 
.sales tax - at least if cur- ble" benefit to the county, 
rent stadium legislation said Dan Erhart, county 

Out of 24 IQcal north 
metro lawmakers con~ 
.tacted, only one, Sen~ 

Don B~tzol~; DFL
Fridley, suppo~ts a _ 

countywide sales tax 
without a referer1dum. 

I think the public has charged us with . 
the responsibility fo run this county 
in the most efficie!lt and responsible 

manner possible. And I believe we 

@ o a~$• e'.e • ~ e • · 

_ ought to be able to proceed without a 
referendum. 

Sen. Don Betzold · 

dum. There could be a · voter 

-.Dan Erhart 
. Anoka County Board chairman 

cont~nues. board .chairman. 

"They (the- county backl~sh agai~st l?cal gov
board) feel _ the ec·onomic ernment officials if such a 
benefits to be derived are propos_al goes forward, :ff 

House Speaker St~ve • It could mean more 
Sviggum, R-Kenyon, drew _ ,business, good jobs,- he 

. substantially greater . than accordmg to Hackbarth._ 
the· short-term· tax. "And I hope that would ~® DDO$• •• •• •·• ••• • ~~~-•o~e e~ 

a clear line on the issue. said. . . · ' , Whethe; the· Yikings s!aY ha~pen," _Hackbarth said in guess is without a .. huge 
or gQ IS an issue wh1ce. _ an mterview. grassroots effort _it · would 

"If it's a general sales ·"It will- be enhanted. 
tax, it would have to have a . immeasurably to h_ave · a 
r:eferendum,'' he said abouf _ stadium located . here," , 

affects the . "':'hole state,_ . "They're going about_ fail," she said. 
s?i,d Betzold ·m -an e-mail · this (stadium) proposal all . While a few lawmakers 

stad1um legislation pasi;ing·- -Erhaifsa.id. ' ' . " . ____ _. - . response. ~ -- ,-. -: - - · wrong!' , were ·tentative in .: .. rheir 
. "One county should not Hackbarth has pro- answers · - Rep. Pete the House. - · · 

The House stadium bill 
currently . calls for a local· 
referendum for a proposed 
comitywide sales tax. 

Gov. Tim Pawlenty in 
his stadium · proposal 
makes it optional for local 
government to conduct a 
referendum before impos-. 
ing taxes . . 

And · the governor's 
sticking to his proposal, 
said Lesli.e Kupchella, 
Pawlenty spokeswoman. 

"The governor remains 
very committed to the flex
ibility of his original pro
posal," Kupchella said in 

"I think_ the public has 
charged us with the 
responsibility to run this 

_- county in the most effi
cient and responsible man,. 

_ ner possible." 

decide that." posed using gaming rev- - -Nelson, R-Lindstrom, sup-
But 21 . of the 24 local enues to build .stadiums. ports a referendum but also 

lawmakers reject the_ idea . · ., ·Rep. Jim Abeler, R- wants to see the final stadi
of a countywide sales tax Anoka,. though saying qe um package· '.._ . others 
without a: referendum. would probably support a· .were more definite. · · 

. ~he eff ott to gain a 
Vikings stadium 'is a wise 
d~cision, said Erhart. "And 
-I believe .we ought to be 
able to proceed without i;t 

• Sen. Satveer referendum, said a stadium 
Chaudhary, DFL-FridJey, in· Anoka County would 

"Any increase · in the . 
county tax to support a sta-

is "skeptical" _ of a county..:. · bring huge benefits. · · dium would have to be 
wide sales tax increase 
without voter approval, 

referendum," he said. · · ~ Sen. Debbie Johnson, 
Local lawmakers don't R-Ham . Lake, did not 

share that point of view. . respond to a phone call and 
.. Out . of 24 1· I rth e,.m~l inquirie~. oca no . " 

metro lawmakers ·contact- • Rep. Tom Hackbarth, -
ed, only one, Sen. Don. R-Cedar, said his district 
Betzold, DFL-Fridley, voters_ are upset about the· 
supports . a . countywide cha~ce of a possible coun- · 

· sales tax without a referen- -tyw1de sales t~x .. 

"There's nothing . else placed before the voters to 
like 'it. It's not really . a decide," ·said Rep. Biil · 
'Yes' or 'No' question,'' he 11Haas, R-Champlin, in ·an 
said -of having a referen- e-ni_ail. 
dum. "I do believe · there 
. ·Yet, Abeler doubts a should be a referendum for 

stadium tax referendum a tax increase," said Sen. 
would pass Anoka County • Betsy Wergin, R-
voters. Princeton. . · 

,. Rep., Kathy Tingelstad, • Rep. Barb Goodwin, 
R-Andover, agrees. "My DFL-Columbia Heights, 

· said in an e-mail her dis
trict residents don't _want 
Anoka County · imposing 
taxes for Stadiums. 

·''My survey· of lhe: dis..: 
trict I represent showed 
that only 2 perc~nt of the 
respondents would favor 
any tax in.crease at all to 
fund a Vikin·gs stadium in 
Anoka -County," · said ' 
Goodwin. · 

. Neai:ly 65 perc~nt of 
respondents want no pub
lic funding of any kind for 
stadiums, said Goodwin. 

Because her residents 
are opposed to county 
taxes, she's opposed, said 
Goodwin. 

"My position is based 
on the views of the people 
I represent, though it's not_ 
very popular with Anoka 
County officials," she said. 

o·c ~ ~ o @.0 o & o • • • 

Local lawmakers favor- -
ing . a · refyrendum . before 
any county-_wide sales tax 
for stadiums are Ab~ler, 

. Bernardy, . . DeL.aFoi;est, 
E_astltinµ, . Erickson, Foley, 

· Goodwin, \ Haas, 
Hackbarth, Jungbau_er, 
Krinkie, 'Lindner, Nelson, 
Olsen S., Olson M., Otto, 
Reiter, Tingelstad, Wergin, 
Westerberg, and 
Vandeveer. 

Westerberg could 
change his mind on a refer-

-endum if a stadium bill 
emerges that's more to his 
liking, he said. · · 

The Senate, has not 
taken up the stadium issue 

yet. -~ . ~ 

T W. Rudig is at: · -
tim_.budig@ecm-inc.co _ 

◊ ~ -~• ll. a11ri;w:i:4~:»lt.!'.~llis:'.~ 
_...n, ,,., ...... 'P'-" 



ANOKA COUNTY UNION 
ANOKA, MN 

WEEKLY 5,100 
APR 16 2004 

~·1 

illlll!lilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 
· MNNESODt Cu~NG SERV/CE 

·:o .2se44 xw 

Aff~~-pfsto amend HoUSe,'. traflsportation bilf'falter 
by T W Budig '. rtii = ,~~ · · ~ .:i -~ p··orary toll roads. 

~ . • . ·~..i ~ -1-~ ~~~ ~Y.:~ ~-,~"'t ,..,_i' r.t·~~\ ~ -~ .... 41'~ ·~ 
_Capitol reporter -~r~-~~;~ . ¥.b..- lf.,,_. ~ ~~,.,:'. ___ -~~-~ ,,:c:~·Jt,)'"' ~•~ .. l"': W;,,~- _ ·, ·.>. "I do?'t think we've . ever 

A hotly contested tiansporta- :E'a.!~==?;'.!~==;;:,J;'l'°&c,~;i.-;r:,!fei>=i,,'!L,.i=,~·•~\/,,IDf,""11'.-£!-&1.lJ.<S:!<C=·I?.-. .-:=, had a straight 'yes' or 'no' vote 
tion bill was finally passed by But · t~e provrs10n wa~ tr~c safety issue, . Sviggum on toll roads in the House," said 

. the Minnesota' House April 7 · att~c~ed ?Y House DFLer~ as said. . . V,mdeveer. · 
after prolonged debate forced anti-immigrant, unwelcommg, . Ultimately the amendment The V~deveer amendment 
Republican leaders to temporar-:- · a m~_asure that co_uld cost _no?- failed on a 49-83 vote._ . _failed 55-70. 

· ·1 ·t ·ct · Enghsh speakers Jobs by ·linut- · · . · . 1 Y set 1 -as1 e. . . . . · . • · Local House lawmakers- vot- One amendment offered by -, 
D b d - mg thetr mob1hty. - -" th S ·+ d · R A · L k' DFL e ate centere on an mg 1or e e11ert amen ment • ep. nn enczews 1·, -

vision,' saying he was trying to 
get the Metropolitan · Council 
and other planning agencies to: 
work together . 

. Lt. . Gov./MnDOT 
Commissioner Carol Molnau 
said April 6 the second ·beltway 
concept deserved study. 

The attempt to delete it from 
the bill failed. amendment offered by Rep.,• "If we want people to w~rk were DeLaForest, Haas, Bloomington, attempted to 

Ma~ty Sei~ R-Marshall, that and stay 0 ~ welfare, you re Hackbarth, Krinkie, Olsen and ·delete a provision in the trans- • MnDOT must report to the 
wou_ld ,have had state driving amen~me_nt is a ~ad ·amend- Vandeveer. portation bill that directs the : Legislature next year on its sec-
examinations · offered only in ment, said Rep. Rebecca Otto, . u 1:1· • · • t Ab I Minnesota . Department of . ond ,beltway study findings. 

· DFL-Marine on St. Croix. · vo ng agams . wer~ e er, . . : . . 
Enghsh. · . Bernardy, Goodwm, Tmgelstad :Transportatrnn. (~nDOT) to :· The _House ommbus . trans-

Several I:Jouse ·members, · and we·sterberg. , :.exp~ore _the feas1b1hty of a com- ; portation bill eventually passed House members debated the · 
proposed amendment for three 

. hours . ..:__ a two-hour debi:ite · 
April 5 forced . House 

persons of color, also spoke A h f th. 1. t 3· •o prehens1ve study of a second · 1 
0 n a 83-50 vote · . · · not er o e a mos · . , · 

agamst the proposed amend- d -"" d · • b (beltway around the metro. •, p . . . th B · t ,J.Illen ments ouere was one y •. . . . . 
1 

rov1s10ns· m e ouse 
me~ · , . . ·._ Rep. Ray Vandeveer, R-:Forest • '" The_ provisrnn ~as styled a ; transportation bill include: . 

Republicans to table the bill.- We re not .tt-ymg to address Lake that would have almost , grand10se plan without fund- : .., M D. OT . t t d 
· · · h. th h kn h · ' · .- " b Elli -. n is O s u Y "My mtent10ns are pure on . w e er t ey . ow t e gram-: comp·letely outlawed toll roads mg, Y son. h th 55 h d 1· ' t 

f E - ·1· h" ·ct · . w e er mp spee Ifill son 
this" said Seifert April 7 mar, syntax O ng is , sat in Minnesota. · • Re . esterber . R- us h' h • Id ·b -" 1 
' ·' · · . ' Re Keith Ellison DFL- · · . ·' .. • • '. ·_, . , ·. ·. · ig W~YS cou e saie Y 

. :explammg the amendmeQt AS !! . M.P: r _. • ' • .. Gov. Tim Pawlenty has two; ~Jhne, whos~Jegislatio.p.,c;:_;:t~d-,,:; increased -to 60 mph . and 
,traffic safety measure. mneapo_is. · toll road initiatives and recently, · rfor the study, defended the;·_P{{t :, · 

. Thex Just want to . know toll road legislation in the U.S. ' · Seifert's sentimentk were 
echoed by Rep. Bill Kuisle, R- .. 

· Rochester, transportation 
finance committee chairman. 
Highway message boards are of 
no value if a d1iver can'f read 
them, _Kuisle said. 

w~ether the person can dnve, he , House, authored by · Sixth 
said. District Congressman · Mark 

House Speaker . Ste.ve • Kennedy, was passed. 
Sviggurri, R-Kenyon, supported ·i But Vandeveer said the coun
the amendment. It addressed a try is full of 50-year-old, tern-

whether speed limits on inter
states . could be safely raised 
from· 70 mph to 75 mph. 

-. A · provision to keep 
speeding tickets off a person's 
driving record if .the excess 
speed falls within certain limits: 
violations of 55 mph speed lim- , 
its by 10 mph,° .5 mph for· ·60 
mph and 10 mph . for 65 mph . 
and 70 mph speed limits. The 
speeding ti_ckef is still issued. 
~ . Restrictions currently in 

effect for the State Patrol 
regarding- traffic ticket quotas 
are expanded to all law enforce
ment agencies, vehicle inspec
tors, and law compliance · offi
cials. 

T. W Budig is at: 
tim.budig@ecm-inc.com 

.-.w._· _ 



~vi~m namesle:~i;s 
of House· com·mittees ._.·-: 
By Conrad deFaebre in the House, he has long been 
Sta~J'IihUnfuSt~ffJ,j{Jcriter. .rn.,. !Ul~~red as ~ c~ndidate for a , 

:S l'AR I rms INt. Dt.l Z · ._, Judicrnl apporntment: · . 
House Speaker Steve Rep. Jiin Knoblach, R-St. 

Sviggum named 28 . fellow . qoud, will remain chairman of 
Republicans on Weq.nesday . Ways and Means, which under 
to head standing committees a new structure ap.ilouhced/by 
during the 2oo'5 s·ession, with Sviggu:rn, ll:Kenyon, will have 
the biggest shakeups coming nine finance subcomnuttees. · 
in the key panels that oversee In a news release; Knoblach 
taxes ·and capital -investment said the new $etup will provide 
bonding. · . "more emphasis on 'working · 

Rep: Phil · Kdnkie, · R- towardsolutionsforthewhole 
Shoreview, a leading · fiscal budget, rather than i;ndividual 
conservative in'the Legi~lature, , budgets fqr specific areas}' · 

. willmovefro~chaiqnanofthe · . . IIi another-departure from 
· CapitalinvestmentCommittee . re_cent practice, Sviggu:rn said · 
· to cha4Inan of Taxes, a: strong -joint House-Senate cm;n:mit,. 
signal that House Republicans tees will_ work on health re- ' 
are as opposed as ever to in- fo;rm .and sports stadiums. ; 
creasing state taxes to balance He appointed Rep. JimAbeler, 
the state budget. . · R-Anoka, a chiropractor, to·be · 

Four-term . Rep. · Dan . co~hairman ofthe·healthpan
Dorman, ~-Albert Lea, a dissi- .el and Rep. Andy Westerberg, 
dent outsider in the GOP cau- · R-Blaine~ to the stadium com
cus in previous sessions, _will _ mittee. Senate cochairpersons . 
_assume hi_s.first c~aiim,an~hip pave not yet been named.· i : 
with ~he .Capital Investment During_ the 2003-04 ses
Commit~ee. The panel is ex- · ,sion, 25 of the . Republican 
pected to produce bond-ft- caucus' 81, members got 
nanced construction projects chairmanships. Now, with · 
totaling more than $600 mil- the GOP majority reduce.din . 
lion next year ~o make 'up for the· November election to 68 ·• 

. th~ Legisl~ture's· failure to ap- members, compared with 66 · 
prove any bonding this year. DFLers, and nine committee . 

Meanwhile, Rep. Ron heads not returning, Sviggum 
Abrams,· R :Minnetonka, the · named three more chairpet- : 
House Taxes chairman since sons. But even that left some· 
1999, was relegated to a rela- of his members unhappy,\he .. 
tively minor post heading .the said, and it forced some undis- · 
Public Finance sub~ommit-. closed changes on Wednesday . 

. tee of Ways and Means, the after the caucus got the initial . 
chief appropriations panel.: list on Tuesday. 
Abrams was forced from the 
Taxes job by House term-limit 
rules. ,Entering his ninth term 

. Conrad deFiebre is at · 
cdefie'IJre@startribune.com. 

@ 
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'Another stadium 
panel is on horizon, 
but who's buying? 
e.§"J;'13 .W&UHf DEC z· ·"' pus football .stadium•for the ' 
Star Tribune StaffWriter Gophers. 

· . Gov. . Tim Pawlenty ac-
Even as news of a $700 mil- · · knowledged that any stadium 

lion state revenue shortfall was proposals would . be "not . a 
· being released, yet another front_:bumerissue." . . . .. 
legi~lative stadium ' commit- / Senate Majority Leader_, . 

· .tee 1s about to be named. · . w'Dean Johnson, DFL-Wtllmar; 
ReQlffidy Westerberg, R- · has reopened the door for Indi

·Blaine, said Wednesday that an gamblirigto fund stadiUIIis. 
· he has been appointed co- Jerry · Bell, president of 

chairman of a House-Senate '.fwins Sports. Inc. ahd th~ sta- · 
.stadium "working group'~· to dium advocate forTwins_own
"find solutions to the sta- er Cad Pohlad, said the team 
dium problem." His district expected ·the . forecast and 
is the only area seeking a hasn't made any decisions 
new Vikings stadium. But, about what to - or whe.ther 
Westerberg said, in light of the to - propose another plan. 
forecast, "it's gojng to be really . But Bell said h~ would 
hard to find money to put into prefer. not to spend time and 
a stadium." • monei through a long leg-

West{!rberg called the def- islative ;session if there's no 
icit's effect on stadium plans real chance of getting a bill 

. . "critical ... I think we're going passed in 2005. · 
to be saying, bye, bye, Vikings, "I'd rather know if it's not 

. in2012." · . goingtohappennow, tellme," 
The ' team's Metrodome Bell said;,. · 

lease fs scheduled to expire . Sen\t;eoff Michel, R-Edina, 
after the 2011 season. i . who wants a university stadi-

Stadium doings have um, said the forecast will have·· 
been somewhat dormant re- a "neuµal" effect on plans to 
cently. The Vikings dropped . get state aid to help pay for a . 
µieir lobbyists even as Anoka $222 million stadium. He ex- · 
County officials have quietly pressed optimism that such a 
sought to woo potential team proposal could I,Ilake headway 
buyers who would build a sta :- in the 2005 session . 
dium in Blaine. The Twins have 

. been frustrated by a decade of Staff writer Dane Smith contrib
r:ejections. The· most active utedtothisreport.JayWeineri.sat 
campaign is for an on-cam,. jweiner@sUirtribune.com. 

... 
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BusP.'sBtop in Blaine 
plainly heralds change 
W8J111Y~~EP l 5 '04. 
Star Tribune StaffWriter ) ~3,-L/ 

It used to be said in old blue-collar Blaine 
"that the Democrats here wouldn't allow peo
ple to build houses with garages," Mayor Tom 
Ryan recalled Tuesday. 

Why? 
Those would be Republican houses, he said, 

smiling. _ 
The Blaine. that President Bush visits on 

·Thursday, between campaign stops in St. 
Cloud and Rochester, boasts broad vistas of
new houses with attached garages - some 
overlooking a man-made lake, a champion-

. ship golf course or one of the city's 55 soccer 
fields. ·_ ~ 

BLAINE continu,~ 

_BUSHVISR'S 

President 
s'ushwill 
make three 
campaign 
appearances 
duringabus 
trip through 
Minnesota on 
Thursday. 
He will stop 
in St. Cloud, 
Blaine and 
· Rochester. 

Details on AS. 

BLAINE frf m A1 , 

Legisldillf(_ 
'We like to 
think we're 
lead dog' 

The higher-end housing de-
. velopments clustered around 

the National Sports Center, the 
Tournament Players Champi
onship Golf Course and other 
attractions have altered the de
mographics and popular image 
of a sprawling, 34-square mile 

· suburb once known more for 
its bogs and flatness. 

Sports inspired the new 
Blaine. Soccer star Mia Hamm 
and golfing legend Arnold 
Palmer helped in recent years 
to put the city on the map-as 
something more than a large 
blank spot. 

Now the president is com
ing. 

"Maybe he's going. to pro
mote the Vikings stadium for 
us!" Bernie Senne said Tuesday 
as she teIJ,ded roses outside her 
himse in one of the new residen
tial developments. 

She was kidding, mostly. She 
wore a Vikings sweatshirt, and 
a Vikings banner flew from the 
front stoop. And Blaine is, after 
all, one of the sites frequently 
mentioned as a possibility for a 
new stadium. 

Senne has lived in Blaine for 
31 years, the last 18 months in 
the Club West housing develop
ment near the centrally locat
ed city hall, -built in 2001, and 
Blaine Town Square. 

"I like the way Blaine is de
veloping," she said. "It's nice to 
have the National Sports Center 
nearby, and a Vikings stadium 
would be great. 

"When I moved here-[to Club 
West], there was nothing else. 
Now we've got Target, Kohl's, 
Menard's, all kinds of eating 
places, sports bars, banks .... " 

Young An nodded as her 
neighbor listed the new neigh
borhood's amenities. An's hus
band, Jong I(im, is ~ medical 
doctor in training. 

"It's easy _for my children 
to play around here," An said, 
watching as 2-year-old twins 
Aaron and Justin Kim trooped 
through the yards. "In the af
ternoon, we walk along trails. 
When we g() to the park, all the 
kids play together." 

She smiled and patted her 
stomach; 

"We're expecting another 
boy on Thanksgiving Day," she 
said. "Blaine is growing, and I 
am part of it." 

Ryan, who has been mayor 
for. eight years and served 10 
years on the City Council before 
that, said he senses more pride 
in people, both new:comers and 

.longtime residents. 
"Before; we got a lot of ridi

cule," he said. "We were pick
ups with ·-gun racks. We were 
swamps. We were people op
posed to any kind of change. If 
it wasn't ridicule, we were just 
ignored up here. 

"But w ' e a player now." 
Re drewWesterberg, R-

Blaine, so 1s poppmg u ons 

GOP gains in Blaine 
After backing Bill Clinton in 1996, the 
older, more developed portion of Blaine 
remained in the Democratic fold and 
voted for Al Gore in 2000. But the fast
growing area - the northern and eastern 
section - moved to the Republican 
column by voting for George Bush in 
2000. 

Voted Democratic -

Voted Republican ·II 

Source: Minnesota Secretary of State 

over Bush's visit and the Blaine 
the president will see, if only 
briefly. 

"When you say you're from 
Blaine,· people know where it 
is now," he said. "We're a shin
ing star. We like to think we're 
lead dog.''' 

Political change 
Westerberg, who is seeking 

a fourth term this fall, said the 
new residential developments 
have drawn people with higher 
education and higher incomes. 

"Many of the people moving 
in are definitely Republican/' 
he said. 

"This is a strong cominunity, 
a showcase community, and it 
makes sense for the president 
to stop here. I'm really excited 
about it." 

The political transformation 
is by no means total, said Ryan, 
who identifies himself as an in
dependent. He's seeking a third 
four-year term as mayor. 

'1They're not all Republicans 
who are moving in," he said. "We 
have some wealthy Democrats, 

200~ presidential election · 

StarTribune 

too, I tell you. 
''And we have more indepen-

dents now than ever - people 
· who want to makeup their own 
mind, who appreciate elected 
officials who can make deci
sions and aren't always bound 
to a caucus." 

Blaine "used to be pretty sol
id Democrat," he said. "But in 
the last election [in 2002}, there 
was a lot of support here" for 
Republican Gov. Tim Pawlenty. 
"People were shocked." 

Building a history 
Blaine started with a few 

strikes. Named not for a presi
dent but fora failed presidential 
candidate - Republican James 
G. Blaine of Maine-,- it devel
oped slowly because the marshy 
land required extensive drainage 
before it could be farmed. 

But as the metro area pushed 
and grew in all directions, the 
city spurted from 20,000 people 
in 1970 to 45,000 in 2000 and 
about 56,000 today. 

More than a few of those 
new families moved to Blaine 
from parts south to be closer to 
cabins or other up-north desti
nations, Ryan said. 

"The Met_ropolitan Council 
projects that we'll reach 86,000 
in 20 years," he said. "When they 
made the projection, I didn't 

. think that was possible. But I do 
now. The challenge for us is to 
do it right." 

Bush will be the first presi
dent to visit Blaine, the mayor 
said. 

"We just started a histori
cal society," he said. ''A lot of it 
has been lost. Weve lost a lot of 
people recently who could have 
filled in parts of the early story 
ofBlaine. · 

"Our baby doctor used. to 
come out with a horse and 
buggy. His name was Dr. Robert 
Rosenthal, and he died just a 
few years ago. He told me it was 
a day deal to go out and deliver 
a couple of babies. You can still 
see some of the wagon tracks on 
the trails he used." 

Chuck Haga is at 
crhaga@startribune.com. 
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~'111DOT building plan blocked 
House panel rejects proposal 
By Mathias Baden construct a $15.3 .million ManJ{ato 
Free Press Staff Writer headquarters for the Minnesota 

-. · · _ t Department of Transportation, the 

· mitt~e,"- MnDOT Communications 
Director Lucy Kender said. "Of 
course, we're concerned." 

It's not all that s_irnple, Dorn said: 
During a Transportation Finance 

Committee meeting last ThQrsday, 
the project failed to move ahead after ST. PAUL - State Rep. John Dbm• Mankato DFLer said he and MnDOT 

is on the verge of resorting to Plan B. District 7 might have to depend on 

_ After the House Transportati~n the Sen_ate. _ . - Without that committee's recom-
Finance Committee · decided last "This-:-:is extremely early _in the mendation and with pressure to keep 
week to reject Dom's proposal to process. This is one vote in one com- a handle on spending, it'll be difficult 

a 10-10 vote. 

to get the project into the Capital 
. Investment Committee's recommen- · 
dation to the rest of the House. The -
Capita\ Investment Committee is 
allowed to endorse different priori
ties · than those chosen · by the 
Transportation Finance Committee, 
the Senate or Gov._ Tim Pawlenty. 
Capital Investment Committee 

Please see PROJECT; Page AB 

~PROJECT: Gov8rnor . still backs MnDOT building 
Continued from Page A1 

c4 Chairman Phil · Krinkie, R
Shoreview, said he wants a tight 
cap on the amount of money the 
state borrows this year. . 

It's unlikely that Krinkifs 
committee would _ add the 
MnDOT headquarters - to its 
proposal, Dorn said. 

However; if the· Senate 
· includes Dom's bill in its trans
portation .financing package, 
the MnDQT building might get 
funding during conference com
mittee negotiations, Dorn said. 

· Constructing new headquar
ters to house MnDOT District 7 _ 

_ employees and equipment, 
Minnesota State Patrol officers, 
dispatch for both agencies and a 
Ucensing bureau ranked on the 
priority lists of the governor, 
Lt. Gov. and Transportation 

Commfa~ioner Carol Molna~ hearing, state Rep. _ Connie• proposed MnDOT · headquar-
and Transportation Finance Ruth, _ R-Owatonna, voted for ters. . _ 
· Committee Chairman William the new headquarters and asked District 7 Engineer - Jim 
Kuisle-; R-Rochester. Dorn, for a show of hands - legisla- Swanson said MnDOT trad1~ 
MnDOT officials and Leslie tors call it a "division" vote. tfonally pays for bonding pro
Kupchella, a spokeswoman for - She said before some -c,om- jects out of its trunk highway 
the ' governor, · agreed the mittee -members voted down 

_ fund, even though · most state 
departments _ don't have such a 
funding source. 

"We use this building to" do 
things directly to roads," 
Swanson added. '<It's }ike asking 

Mankato headquarters -isn't Dorn's· bill, they ·talked _ about 
dead. _ _ their distaste for doing con-

"It ran into a pothole," Dorn struction projects with money 
said, "and everybody· knew we'd from the trunk highway fund, 

/b 
· have to take some back roads which is inacie up of gas taxes.
and detOtlrS to· get this. It's mov- "That would, in one sense, take 
ing. It will · move. I_ think · the away from roads," Committee 
governor's priority will prevail." · Administrator Becky Girvan 

The Pawlenty administration said. · · 
plans to fund the -proposed Comµiittee ·member and 
headquarters, even if it c;ornes • state Rep. Andy Wesferbergh R
down to end-of-session _ negoti- Blaine, said he and other repre
ating, -Kupchella sa,id. "The gov: sentatives voted against the 
ernor's . made his priorities - proposed recommendation, 
-clear. He· doesn't weigh in at all because the 'trunk highway fund 
_ the committee levels." should be spent "strictly for 

In last week's committee roads," not for projects like the 
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us to plow roads but not buying 
any snowplows." 

"I don't think anybody's 
against having it," Ruth said.
"lt's just that there · · aren't 
enough dollars." ✓ 



Concerned· about 'pad_~pple_s:'-_tn~the.indust~:y,- theMinn~:sota A~so~iatioJl ~f :'.. 
i Mortgage::l3roke;rs w~ri.ts ~}le state to require.loan_~rigi11ators t'CJ'be regt~teted~

. \ But the state. Departmellt olCommerCe thiiikS tli~J)rOpoSar is unn~cesSaf:/ : 

_ .· State mortg~-e brokttr5:_g~~-~p@/1t'~-
~1~''.~~ lor~ :nversight·from state 

L ~ ~ 42,,~,0,:. ... ~. -" --~ ~--~-----~~ ~----~-- - -~-- · . ~- ''".. -- ~---""--~~·-•- . 
BY MO E HANSO . . 
Finance and Commerce 

. The Minnesota AssociatJon of Mortgage . 
Brokers, fighting opposition.from the 

· state Department of Commerce, -wantsi the 
Legislature to pass a law that would · 
require.mortgage loan originators in the. 
state to be registered and to participate in 

· continuing education· programs . . 
The group said-state-Bw Andrew • .· 

. Westerberg7 R-Blaine. has introducecl the· 
roker Registration :Bill, which is expect~ 

·ed to be heard in the Senate Commerce 
Committee next ·week. . . 

Th~ same me~ure won unanimous 
approvalfroni the House Commerce . .. . 

_· Co~mittee a year
ago before being . · 

. pulled for further 
discussions: 

· ''We~think it . 
-makes a: lot of . 

. good sense for · 
· :Minnesota-home- , 
· buyers to work . 

'With mortgage 
. brokers who_ are_ . 

, screeiied_proper-

The· booming mortgage '.refinancing sector and a ~trong hoi:asing market in Minnesota 
·have led to an explosion in the number of firms anci people who work in the state's mort
gag~_i11dustry. The nuinber offjrms has. more than ·doubleci ftom 1,267 in July 2001 to 
at least 3,000 today, .and the Minnesota Association of Mortgage B~kers says some-of 

Rep. Andrew Weste~- . :i~::;u:::at~ · - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. , 
berg, R-Blaine; has :_. Abed,· president finance companies that·do mortgage According to Abed, the ~orjtg~ge as~o< .'., ,-~. · 

-them have questionable credentials and ethical standards. (File photo by Bill Klotz)' 

introduced a·biu that ;of the moi:tgag~ · . business would be exempt. . . ciation agr_eed-to pull the measure from 
would require mort- . brokers.\ grQUP. ·. . . - Sixteeii states~'includingWis~onsin . · _. committee after 'C6mmerce officials 
gage loan originators . _ -- Th~J>ooiriin.g . and Illinois, llav:~-~pproved•i;;imilar laws; ~ked'to work with the group to m~e 
in the state to be ··mortgage r~fi.:. he said: ·. ; . · :: : -_--· · . - . · · · .. some adjustments to the proposal. When 
registered. The bill · · nancirig·sector ·-· -· . . .. Still, theMinne_sota Department of an agreement ~ouldn't be reached, the 
is backed by.many in · . anda strorighoµs- ... ·comniefce opp_oses the proposal, s_aying mortgage group decided to reintroduce 
the profession, but · · · ing warket in the , · tlie st~te· *e~dy lias. enough safeguards the law;.'~vithout Commerce support. 
opposed by the . state have led to. to prot~ctJne·puhllc_ from dishonest or . · Abed·sald,the Commerce Department 
Department, of . an explosion in .. · · inept_1llortgagebfokers. . · ·· . . · was unwilling to manage the prograiµ. · 
Commerce~ the number of . _: -. _ _tJnae:r: ~~n,t~tate-law, mortga,ge . "The ·~ericy ~d soine ~epublican leaders 

. . firnis and people· _l>ro!t~:r~g~ :¢ompanies must regis~r with · --. oppose the measure because they think it 
. who work in the- ·. theJ ~te ~~allyjuid can be subject to . would add costs ~d ·another-layer of gov- . 

_ mortgage indU:S- sanctions for m~ppropriate activities. . eminent bureaucracy, he said. . . . 
try. In July 2001, Minhe~ota had 1,267 Loan originators within each company, . -But funding shouldnJ he an issue . 
firms that were _registered as mortgage . however, do not ·have to·be registered. because the program would pay for itself 
hrokerages. Now, there are at least 3,000 "We think the person who owns the througb thelicens~g fees paid by mart- - : 
firms open;itinginthat sectorin Minneso- . ·· ·mortgage company should be responsible ·gage brokers, Abed said. · . . . . . -. · . 
·ta·_:_ some .ofthein with que,stionable ere--. . for the people.they employ," said Bruce · .-Mark Teteris, who owns Lakeland· · 
dentials_ and ethical standards, Abed said. · Gordon, spokesmari for the s,tate· agency. · · -- Mortgage in Bloomi11gton, said he-Sup-

-. _, · Real_ estate: agents, dog groomers and But he added that the Commerce . . · .'. . ports the measure because.it will help · 
hair stylists in the state are subjected to . · Department js open to finding a compro- . . -. keep_ criminals· out of the industry, create · 
-in.ore _oversight than loan originators, he mis~ agree)nent. '. . more professionalism and help employers 
· said. _ _ ·. . . "We're still working with and taUcing hire the right people. - , . 
- Abed said the law would bring . . . · ~th the author and the--industry on . . _· ': "It's.too easy right now to l?ecome . · ' 
_ _accountability to the industry and elimi- this," he said. "The door is not clos~d;" , · · involved with the largest tl,7ansact.ign · · 

·. nate some of the "bad apples" who work Mortgage industry officials are angry · [buying a house] in someoqe!s lif~;"the:; 
in-the field. The law-would require back- that the Commerce Department has shift- said '½11 you have"to do is pay $800 for a . 
ground checks of everyone who applies · -ed course after originally supporting-the -)llortgage brokerage. fee and then hang 
for registration. Banks~ credit unions and measure in the legislative session last year. ·· out a shingle." ■ · . · ·. : · 



· slADliJM fro~ . . 

Blaine stadium backers 
have edge on issue noiv 

(St. I_>aul, the other ·potential 
Twins ballpark site, has no local 
officials up for reelection.) -

Last spring, Hennepin Coun
ty Board Chairman Randy John
son, a _Bloomington _Republican, 
backed a Twins ballpark in Min
neapolis. Last month, he won 7 4 
percent of the vote in his prima-

. ryrace. 
He-said this campaign sea

son, among more than 1,000 
homes he . has visited, three 
citizens have raised the ball-

; park issue. 
~"One was adamantly for, oi:ie 

was adamantly agains~ and one 
wc;1s _trying to think of some
thing to ask me about," John
son said, addi~g that the future 
of Hennepin County Medical 
Center ·and weapons screen
i.u.g at the county's Government 
Center far .outweigh stadium 
concerns; 

Commissioner Penny Steele, 
a Maple Grove Republican and 
Hennepin County's mo~t out
spoken ballpark-funding critic, 
won 7 4 percent of tµe vote in her 
primary race. · 

In her view, all local and re-· 
gionai. issues are being dwarfed 

· oy the intensity of the George 
Bush-John Kerry race and _the 
war in Iraq. 

"They'll talk to me about 
national security issues, · and 
I'm a county1 commissioner," 
she said._ · · 

Rhonda Sivaraj~h; the only 

· Anoka County commissioner 
who voted last spring against 
the local sales-tax proposal, said 
she's hearing opposition to the · 
size of the potential ~ubsidy_ for -
the stadium complex in Blaine. · 
She won 70 percent-of the vote 
in her primary race. Mostly, she's 
hearing that citizens want a ref
erendum on the matter. 
· It used to be, back in the 

i99bs, that incumbents who 
supported sports subsidies were 
targets for opposition groups 
and · Election Day challengers. 

/ 

Stadium oppo1J.ents paridered stadium backers ljke Erhart and versity of Minnesota football - care, transit and the training of 
to anti-tax voters: Blaine Mayor Tom Ryan may be stadium and a Twins ballpark to workers were topics of ques-

That inan w~s none other 
than . Erhart, ·whose stadium 
promoting has, so far, left him Not this year. Not yet. immwuzed_from political attack find a way onto the Legislature's tions from the audience of 40 

-Even the organized' oppo- · because :"an :opp_onent has to · agenda next year, but onlri after chamber members. 
· nents to the-Anoka County sta.; come out arid say, 'I don't want budget, health care and educa- · . TheVikin.gs stadium w&sn't 
dium plan acknowledge that . · the Vikings in Anoka.County.' It's tfon issues are ~ackled. · . _ . mentioned until one man spoke 
.-proponents have a leg up on · tough to take a position against -_ As ·, Anoka officials . forge . _up and asked the candidates_ to 
thein . .That's because the proj- · somebody who is promoting his ahead, the Vikings, frustrated at _ lay out their stadium positions. 
·ect has been_ positioned as a community," Sviggum said. ~ the Capitol, have h~lted lobby-

remarkably unscathed, and free 
to ask whatever he pleases. . 
Jay Weiner is at · 
jweiner@startribune.com. 

potential c_oup for the northern · Another reason stadium talk ing efforts. 'J'be Twins haven't. 
suburbs, which have felt left out has been muted could be the te- ,.. Twins Sports Inc. president . 
ofmetro.-area development. dium of the debate, said Ryan, ·Jerry Bell has been campaign- i 

"It's µard to fight this dazzling · who's expected to win his third - · ing for owner Carl Pohlad for a 
thing that's on tlje horizon," said term easily. . · · · new ballpark since 1996 at a to-
Ron Holch, of Coon Rapids, a lead- · "I think peopJe are tired of it,"· tal cost of nearly $10 million. 
er of Taxpayers Against an.Anoka Ryan said of the stadium issue. _ . Next morith, Bell said, he will 
County Vikings Stadium (~.n "They're looking for the gov- begin seeking bipartisan sup-

__ oanokastadiuintax.com). "People ernmen( to come up with some port from legislative.leaders foi 
in Anoka County are looking for kind of plan .. We [Blaine . and. "buy-in'' to a ballpark plan that 
waystoimprovetheeconomyand · Anoka County] didourpart. Un- .won't face repeated amend- . 
the business climate. I don't blame til the state .brings a plan back, . . men ts once it arrives at conten-
.th~m. Bufl think a stadium is-the . I'll forget about, it." · · · tious legislative committees. 
wronganswertothatquestion." • . . • 1 ·• • . "If I.don't ·s~e that, J don't 

. No less a . political scien- _· State WIii revive 1t think I'll waste Carl's money· 
.tist than House Speaker Steve - The state will bririg it back. again," Bell said of lobbying ef-
Sviggum, R-Kenyon, agrees that _ Sviggum.said he.expects a Uni- forts. · 

· 1 · · But, if Anoka is aii indication, 
stadiums are. deep on the back 
burner of most politicians. 

Earlier this month at a candi-_ 
dates' forum hosted by the Twin · 
Cities North Chamber of Com
merce, e,ight cand1fiates from 
four legislative districts in o"r 
around Anoka County present
e'd theii,- platforms.Jobs,._health 

,-_ ~ l~o CU# .. II./ . 

Vote·rs· tune out stadium talk 
. ·'.They seem to _ 
·· want candi~ates to _·_ 
--a.ddress -other issues 
. this ·eiectiori . 

-· . 

. STAR TR U3UN[ OCT ?. 5 '04 
. _ By Jay Weiner 
·_ Star,Tribune Staf!Writer 

and -whose . district includes Has · stadium fatigue set · 
Blaine·, where a new Vikings in with :rviinnesotas voters? 
stadium has been proposed. · _Has public · sentiment · trµJy 

"I usu"'ll~~ve to bring it changed? Or is the Anoka 
up,'1 said Rep dyWesterber,& County e!ectorate's lack of en~ 
R-Blaihe, whose. distr:ict- in- .gagement on th~ stadium issue . 
eludes the 700 acres set aside an anomaly? _ 
foa proposed $_1 :5 billion Vi- Yes. Hard to tell. And no . . 
kings stadium anq. multi .:use Those seem to be_ the three , 
complex. "But the ··minute I consensu~- ~nswers to those · · 
bring it up, mostly l hear, 'Yeah,_ questions, -according to candi-

In Anoka County,_ the new- . I'm for it.' II : . dates in Anoka and Hennepin . 
est belly of Minnesota's sta- . Meanwhile, Anoka Councy counties, where, respectively, 

. -dium beast, . an odd thing is . Board Chairman Dan Erhart, . Vikings and Twins stadium·s 
occurring this campaign. sea- ·_ the_ leading proponent of the have been proposed. . · 
son: stadium politics are barely plaµ that,would _require $240 · · - -_ · • .. , ~ _· · 
mention·ed. · . m.illion qf county sales truces, · STADIU.M continues BS: -_ . ·. 
-. "Not once," said~. Con- - is ruimirig for reelection next -:- "Ttliink people are tire if it."(@ 

me Bernardy, DFL-Fridley, who . week. : . ; - Kerry-Bush race a_n~ the Iraq ~ I 
is running f9r her third term · No one is ch~enging him. . · _ · war at the forefront. . : ~ 



control of state House wef~~t!
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by Peter Bodley . . · . lllllllll llll llllll lllll 111111111111111/IIIIIII IIIIIIIII IIII 
Managing editor . C Q u_.....,.. _._Y Andover and north and . 

· . _ ·· ..IL IL L east Coon Rapids. ·_ IIA'NNESODt CuPptNo SERwcE 

Two Minne.sota · . . . . ·• A. District 50A: 10 .25844 xw 
House districts which tion from · bemg a: ·North.star; Hortman Bai-bi Goodwin DFL ·-- ·.· 14 xxo1 .. 

in~lude parts of Anoka school board · ~ember said. . incumbent, i 1,586; · 
County changed hands was a~ asset 1!1 !he In the ·rest of . the Nc;ithan Jones, .·· R, 
Tuesday as a, resurgent, -ca~p~r1., . Dittnch, r~ces ··~ecting Anoka .?,579. .The district 
DF~ came · close to s_ai · .. omg_ m!o ele?- · -County,,all incumbents -- mcludes Columbia 
endmg · · Republican · tlin /f Y;, Di~ch said· · were rei.elected. Heights and -Hilltop, a 
control of the House. . s e e t positive ener.:. . • ·,., . . · · portion of Fridley and 

. gy" about the outconie · .a. D1str1ct 1} A:• · 
. . . . Pendmg a . re~ou~t and was buoyed by the . . ~ob .. E~stlund, R, parts . of Ramsey 
m a House ~1stnct -~!r - stfoiig backmg··she had . . ·- mcuinb~nt,, 11,804·; Pat . . c _?un~y. Anok~ Cou~ty. 
Mora, which 1s . d f · . · . Sundberg· . DFL vote. totals were 

. . . receive rom support- , , · G · d · 10 
present~y . in · the ·. ers and:neighbors. ·!_0,460. The district J 

00 
w6

1g89 ,
839

, 
· Repubhca~ column, " · . . 111cludes -the city of St. ones '· . . .. 
the ~epublican majori- · ro I had a lot 0!,grass- Francis in _ Anoka. ·• A . Dfatrict . 50B: 
ty m the House has . ?ts" support, . she · County and portions.·of Char Samuelson, R, 
been red~ced to 68-66. said. I fe~l elated. It Isanti County· Anoka iµcumbent 10 821 · 

. . . was the best-case see- • · ·· ·G · . · ' · ' ' 
And the v1ctones of nano,,. · County totals were · en Evans, DFL, 

DFLers · Denise : . Eastlund · · 1 824 . 10,009. · This district 
Dittrich in District 47 A• Dittnch will resign Sundberg _ 1~328. ' ' ·covers parts of Fridley, 
and Melissa Hortman her school board seat at A · District . 47 A: and · portions of_ 
in District 47B helped • the end of the year. . Denise .Dittrich DFL Ramsey . County. 
sha:7e. that Republican Hoi:man, Brooklyn/ 16',438; Bill H~as·, R: Anoka County . vote 
maJonty. · Par~, 1s ~ graduate .of incumbent, 9;576_ totals were Samuelson 

They beat incum- Blaine High School. A .District 41A includes 
312

, Evans 
367

· . . 
· bent Republicans· Bill~ -lawyer by·-c.prof~s-sion;··,- · the · city ·· of ·-Champlin ·• :--A . .. District 5 lA: :, 
Haas. and Stepbaoie . she serves · as. gene~al and fiv~ precincts iri , ~dy Westerberg, R, 
Olsen, respectively. ?ounsel and vice pr~s- Coon Rapids (11~ . 12, · mcumbent, · 12,468; 
The ·. Hortman-Olsen ide1:1t of the family ·. 42, 43 .and 45). Anoka Kendra. Brodin, DFL, 
race was a re-run.from busm~ss, J?hn's Auto . County totals were 10,107. ·District · 51A 
two years ago. · Parts .m Blaine. I>ittrich 3,973,. Haas · ·includes · most of the . 

Dittri~h beat _ Haas : "I am very pleased 3,461. . city of Blaine; . except 
with 52 percent of the and· honored to have · A District 47B: for the s~uth_west and 
vote, 10,438 to 9,576, the ,,confidence ~f vot- Melissa . Hortman, . southea_st comers. 
while Hortman ·edged ers,. Hortman said. . : ,DFL, 10,836;. • A District · 51B: . 
Olsen with 50.-89 per- She is ready to start Stephanie . Olsen, R, Connie . Bernardy, 
cent of the vote, 10,836 • her term at the Capitpl incumbent, · 10,440. DFL,' incumbent, 
to 10,440. to · "do the work thar The district covers · ~ 10;4990; Pam Wolf, R,. 

District _ 4
7

A needs to be done." portion -of Bro.oklyn · 7,943; Darrel Benedix, 
incluo.es, parts of Coon Two of her priorities ~ark and five I?recincts . . Indepe~de~~e, . . 696. 
Rapids and the city of are to inake progress m Coon Rapids (31,1 Th~ d1stnct covers 
Champlin, · - while on funding for the 32, -34, . 41 and 44). Spnng • Lak~ .Park, 
District 47B includes · Northstar Corridor and Anoka - County· totals · s<;m~west Blame~ parts 
parts . of Coon Rapids TH 610 expansion, were Hortman 3,804, of_Fndley and portions 
and Brooklyn Park. Hortman said. Olsef\ 3,158 of_ .. Ramsey . County. . 

. . · · A · D · • . .Anoka · County vote 
D1ttnch, Champlin Indeed, Hortman · 1stnct 48A:• totals were Be · d 

has be~n ~~ ~noka~ . ~elie_ves the difference !0 m Hackbarth, R, · · 7,244, ·Wolf r;1~f · 
Hennepm D1stnct 11 . -~etween the 2002 elec- m~1;1mbent, , 12,479; Benedix 433. · ' ' 
School Board member tlon sbe lost and this Mike Starr, DFL, · . . . . 
for six years. She also year w;as that "voters ?,056. · The 'district • A D1stnct 52A: 
taught_ i_n_ the Elk River : wants· a r~presentatjve mcludes Be.the!, East . ~ay_ Vandeveer, R, · 

_· School District. She who will vote inde- . Bethel, Oak Grove and mcumbent, _ 13,531; -
ousted Haas, a former pendeiltly·for the inter- ,Bums Township as · _Rob Raphael, _ _DF.L, .. _,. 
mayor of Champlin,. ests of the district and . well as '. parts of ? ,23 8. The : d1stnct · 
who ba~ served in the . not the political party," S.herbume . County. mclud~s port10ns . of 
House since 1994. .she said. In going. door-: Anoka County totals Washmgton Co~nty. 

. ':J _ think I had _ ·a _ to-door, Hortman said were Hackbarth 7,232, ~d ,eastern commum~ 
· · · d. · -- .. -.:• --·- ··· -·-- -people -to·ld her --they·· . Starr 3,804. . . ... ties m Anoka County -goo message 1or vot- . . . . · . . . ·: --.. ·.. . Linwood .. . .. , .. ~artcf_.,. 

. ers on the issues that w~ted an end to parti- A D1stnct 48B: Jrm • C 1. b . 
b

. k · · A · · o um us townships 
are important to them," san . 1_c enng at the · beler, R, incumbent, d th. h .. 
Dittrich said. Legislature. J2,123; Bob ~ e nort em half of 

. "I . . . ·1· . . . Trewartha DFL Lmo Lakes. Anoka 
The top issue am w_i lmg to. 

7 
_ '. - . . ' · County· vote · totals 

Dittrich learned froni reach ac~oss party_lines 
4
,ll9. House DiStrlct · were Vandeveer 5 51.5 · 

.going d~or· to door was · to _ge~,?rings d~n~," she ~~ -_ ~ncompasses tbe Raphael 3,875.· ' ' 

ed tl
·• d d · said. I am willing ,to- c1t1es -· of Anoka and . . · . . _ _ . .✓ • 

uca on an e uca- · R • 1 A.· D" · · 5· , 
t
·
0 

fu · ct· f 
11 

d work with · amsey. . 1stnct 3A: 
1 n n mg, o owe . · • · · Phil Kr·nk" ·. 

closely ·by transporta- Republicans." · A District 49A:• . 
1 

ie, : R, · · · .. · c· hri · mcumbent 10 005· 
tion, ' ~specially . the . Hortman, who coli- . s DeLaForeSt, R, . ·Paul Gardner .· DFL, 
Northstar Corridor sider herself a middle mcumbent, B,856; ·g 25·3 Th 'ct· • ' · · f th Jim p·th DFL · , • e 1stnct 
commuter .rail proJect, _ ? e ro~d moderate, · 1 an, . .. ,_ includes . arts . of 
~d ~ealth care reform: lS no~ ~raid to buck the ~,l-2~ ' .'I_'he drntnct Ramsey clunt and•'• 
D1ttnch made the deci- party line, she said Jncludes Ham Lake · the O th·. t · y f · · · · • · · · d · · . -·s u. eas comer o 
SlOn to 1:1n agamst_· . . She has already got an_ part ~f A~dover. 'Anoka ' County. Vote 
Haas back m Febrn:ary_ mto _trouble with- the . A · D_1stnct 49B":' totals in Anoka County 
be~ause she fel! t~e DFL_ ·party ··by stating !(a~hy Tmgelstad, . R, were Krinkie 6,646, 
-residents and D1stnct publicly · she . would . mcumbent, 10,873; Gardner 5,333: 
11 ne~ded _better repre- work with Republican . LeeAnn · Mortensen, 
senta~on m St. Paul,_ Rep. Kathy Tingelstad, DfL, 8?472; The dis- · Peter Bodley is at: 
she said. Andover, to secµre tnct · mcludes . the peter.bodley@ecm-

Her name recogni- state _funding for southwest comer of inc.com 
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· Another term 1Q!!:J} 

The record-breaking 
voter turnout on Nov. 2 was 
incredible. I want to thank 
each and every person who 
took time to take part in the 
democratic process. 
Minnesotans again led the 
country in voter turnout, 
and that itself is quite an 
accomplishment in an elec
tion that saw the highest 
number of ballots ever cast 
nationwide. 

I specifically want to 
thank the citizens of Blaine 
who have ·entrusted me to 
continue s_erving as their 
state representative for 
another two years. I pledge 
to work hard to make sure 
the needs of our community 
are addressed by the legisla
ture. 

I encourage you to con
tact me with your ideas and · 
concerns. If you would like 
to share your thoughts about 
the , µpcoming , ~ession, 
please feel free to e-mail me 
a t 
rep. andy. westerberg@house. 
mn or call my office at 651-
296-4226. Or, if you pref er, 
you can write to me at 549 
State Office Building, St. 
Paul, MN 55155. 

I look forward to hearing 
from you and to represent
ing you at the Capitol. 

41 .Andy Westerberg_ 
State Representative, 

District 5 lA 
I 
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Citizen involvement 
helps legislators 

To the Editor: 
Ever since I became a mem

ber of the Minnesota House of 
Representatives , I have made 
the effort to solicit input from 
constituents. I highly value ad
vice from local residents, which 
helps me to better represent the 
people of Blaine. 

This year, I have been im-
. press~d with the very high level 

of citizen involvement. I have 
been contacted by literally 
thousands of citizens, sharing 
their views on sw;.h import;mt 
local issues¥ a proposed stadi
um for the Vikings to the traffic 

situation on.Hwy. 65. 
I sincerely thank all of the 

people who have taken time 
away from their busy schedules 
to write , call , come to town 
meetings and return sq.rvey 
cards. Your opinion is impor
tant to me, and rest assured that 

. your voice is being heard. 
!encourage you to continue 

sharing your questions and 
ideas with me. I warit to know 
your thoughts about the issues 
most important to you. Please 
feel free to call my office any 
time at 651-296-4226. Or if you 
prefer, drop me an .e~mail at 
rep.andy. westerberg@house.m 
n , or write me a letter at 549 
-State Office Building, St. Paul, 
Minn. , 55155. • 

• _§ tate Rep. Andy 
Westerberg 

District 51A 
(R-Blaine) , 

Andy ;;~~~rberg@ 
D ep. Andy Westerberg, 50, a Republican from Blaine is seeking a 
.I\,rourth term in the Minnesota House. His DFL challenger is 
Kendra Brodin, 28, also of Blaine, a political newcomer. 

We think the district eventu
ally might outgrow Wester
berg's laid-back style as the 
fastest-growing city in Min
nesota undergoes demographic 
change. But Westerberg, an 
insurance agent, is a solid, pre
. dictable Republican who knows 
the community and is known. Andy 
"I believe the Republicans have Westerberg 
done a really good job over the 
last six years," he says. 

House 
District 51A 

ANOKA 
COUNTY 

Brodin, a lawyer who is active in church and 
community work, is campaigning as a moderat
ing influence who concentrates on district issues 
such as "fair funding" for Blaine schools and 
affordable health care. She is short of specifics 
although Brodin has the promise to become an 
excellent, well-equipped candidate in the future. 

Our endorsement in District 51A goes to 
Andy Westerberg. 

PIONEER PRESS 

FIN D O UT MO RE 

Andy Westerberg: www.house.leg.state. 
mn.us/members/members.asp?district=51A 

Kendra Brodin: www.kendrabrodin.com 
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• • Last. session, Mhm~~otat1s'we,re frustr~ted by partisanslµp 
; aUhe Capitol.Jloth parties w~re guilty of this~ butBJilllle's .CW2.' .· 
•.· .rent representative blames only one party ~ ' artd its not his; · 
/ This kind of blaming and patty politics created' partis.~n .grid~ 
· • lock at the Capitol lam an independent-mitl.decl candi~ate :W~? . 

will reach. a,c;ross party lines anct will do·w.hat's best for the ~1t1- · 
zens of my district and the state of Minrtes'otai . · • · : , ~ 

1 will think creatively about funding solutions to ]lelp. 
improve our scb.ools, not vnteto cut $1Bf> million from ¥ittneso• · 
·ta K-12 education like .· my opponent did, I will also make sure 

·• that Blaine\ gets . its fair share of tratfsportation money.·· My ··• 
.. · opponent voted to. cuttrarisportation funding arid ~nd ?0 ~e.r, . 
' cent of the metro area funping. tp the sm1t.hwestern sµbtll'bs: . . 

··. The Pioneer Press ·• may .have endorsed my.opponent, but 
noted that I am "·cwµpaigning as . a· moderating irifluen.ce." . 
Blaine residents cari inake up their own rhind ~ more of th~ . 
same partisanship, or fresh, new representatiop that p11ts the ·• 
needs of our families above party politi<:!s. L)\'ill be.an inde-

.. pendentvoice for the people ofBlaine and theit families. > .: 
. . . . ·. . .. · .KENDRA BRO.DIN 

Blaine 

BLAINE 

Taxes, schools 
top list in-® race 

BY BOB SHAW 
PiqneerPrn,s~ 
,~. 16 .. ()'/-

The House race for District 
51A in Blaine pits a Republican 
incumbent and insurance agent 
against . a Democratic chal
lenger who is a lawyer and 
choir director. 

Andy Westerberg, who has 
represented the district for six 
years, is challenging Kendra 
Brodin. 

Westerberg said lowering 
taxes and boosting Minnesota's 
quality of life are his key issues. 

''When I first ran, Minnesota 
had the second-highest taxes in 
the country," said Westerberg. 
He said he helped pass the 
largest tax cut in state history. 

Despite the tax reductions, 
he notes, Minnesota still nas 
higher state taxes than Wiscon
sin does. ''Wisconsin has a 
smaller budget even though 
they have 500,000 more people," 
he said. "I don't mind paying 
more as long as we get some
thing for those dollars." 

Westerberg's position on 
other issues: 

Stadium: "I support a 
Vikings stadium in Blaine, but 
the key question is: At what 
cost?" 
Education: ''We need to contin
ue to have the best K-12 pro
gram in the nation." He said the 
federal government mandated 
improvements in special educa
tion and promised to pay 40 
percent of costs but has never 
approaching that amount. 
Teachers: Westerberg favors 
higher teacher salaries but sug
gests that decision be left to 
local school boards. He also 
supported a bill to allow teach
ers and police to talk to each 
other about law-breaking stu
dents without fear of violating 
privacy laws. 
Gas tax: He supports a gas tax 
increase of 10 cents a gallon to 
pay for roads and bridges. That 
tax would generate $320 million 
annually for roads and bridges, 
he said. He also favors toll 
roads. 

Westerberg is manied and 
has four grown children. 

Brodin, the motper of a 10-

month-old daughter, says edu
cation is her No. 1 concern but 
she has positions on trans
portation and other issues as 
well. 

Brodin worries that cut
backs in early childhood devel
opment programs will hurt 
children in the long run. 

She said that for every dol
lar invested in such programs, 
society saves $8 in future costs, 
such as welfare and prison pro
grams. The family recoups $4 
of that, she said. 

Brodin's position on other 
issues: 
Adivity fees: She's bothered 
by extra school fees. Fees for 
extracurricular activities, from 
sports to debate clubs to band, 
mean · poorer students can't 
afford them. 

"Talent knows no finances . 
For example, you might have a 
potentially brilliant young bas
ketball player who just can't 
afford the sport." 
Busing fees: Brodin said bus
ing fees mean that any child 
living less than two miles from 
school must pay up to $300 a 
year to ride a bus. 

"Two miles is a long way, 
especially in a Minnesota win
ter. Kids' safety is potentially 
sacrificed, for raising rev
enue." 

She said the area deserves 
more transportation money: 60 
percent of the metro trans
portation money goes to south
ern suburbs, she said. 

"We need to fight for our 
share." 
Taxes: Brodin said she wants 
to keep taxes reasonable but 
that the level of taxation 
depends on the state's needs. "I 
don't like higher taxes, either. 
But for schools or adequate 
roads, I don't mind chipping 
in." 

Brodin is a part-time attor
ney and a part-time choir direc
tor for the seven choirs at St. 
Philip's Lutheran Church in 
Fridley. Her husband is pastor 
at the church. 

Bob Shaw can be reached at 
bshaw@pioneerpress.com or 
651-228-5433. ,_ + 
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I Stud'.~ fc,r second,Twin Cities .beltway propo$e¥ 
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suburb traffic, lawmakers are considering whether now is 
the time to study·cons~ oh second beltway out~ 
$Ide the l-4_9411-694 ~- (Legal Ledger file photo) 
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Blaine residents are split on stadium proposal 
STAR TRI-BttNE MAR 2 1 '04 ~~ 

~:,~::::u~~!ffWriter Informal meeting discusses big development pla.1~ 
It was about half thumbs-up 

and about half thumbs-down 
from the 75 citizens in Blaine 
who showed up Saturday to hear 
a proposal to build a Minnesota 
Vikings stadium as the center
piece of a huge economic de
velopment project in their city. 

"I studied stadium propos
als for a project in college, and 
this is probably the tightest, 
best proposal I've ever seen," 
said Brandon Philipczyk, who 
grew up in Blaine and recently 
graduated from North Dakota 
State University. 

Successful stadiums around 
the country tend to be those that 
are planned as part of a larger 
entertainment complex, and 
the Anoka County-sponsored 
proposal features corporate of
fice and retail space, a hotel, a 

Vikings museum and a health
care facility. 

Others were emphatically 
sure that the project, one of 
several stadium proposals now 
before the Legislature, is a bad 
idea and an unwise use· of as 
much as $240 million in local 
tax increases. 

"This will bring noise, pollu
tion and a big mess to my back 
yard and it's going increase the 
crime rate and vandalism," said 
Sandy Connor, who lives near 
the proposed.site. "We can have 
good business development 
without stadiums. We don't 
need 20,000 more cars on our 
roads." 

Stadium proposals, especial
ly those that include a sizable 
contribution from taxpayers, 
always draw strong opposition 

in Minnesota, but the Blaine 
project appears to be relatively 
popular in the northern sub
urbs. 

State Rep. dy Westerberg, 
R-Blaine, told the audience at 
the Blainebrook Bowl meeting 
hall that his surveys of hundreds 
of constituents is showing ap
proval by about a 2-1 ratio. 

Connor said she thought 1 

Westerberg's questionnaire was 
tilted to prompt a positive re
sponse. 

When a member of the audi
ence asked for a show of hands, 
about half said they favored the 
stadium proposal and about 
half raised their hands in op
position. 

Elected officials in the re
gion, who see the proposal as a 
chance for the north em suburbs 

to at long last attract an eco
nomic megaproject, appear to · 
be lining up behind the proposal 
enthusiastically. State Se~ on 
Betzold, DFL-Fridley, told the 
group that he supports it. It has 
been unanimously approved by 
the Blaine City Council and by 
the Anoka County Board with 
only one dissenting vote, Bet-
zold said. · 

The main presenter of the 
plan at the meeting was Steve 
Novak, a former state senator 
and now division manager for 
government services for Anoka 
County. 

Novak's role rankled Tom 
Jablonski, a Blaine resident and 
an engineer, who forcefully criti
cized his public elected officials 
for serving as promoters of the 
plan. "They should be critically 

analyzing this, ·not promoting 
it," Jablonski said. ''All we're 
hearing about is the benefits, 
not the costs." 

The event, a town hall meet
ing conducted by Westerberg on 
the stadium proposal, also drew 
a few interested parties from 
outside of Anoka County. 

Dan Dobson, a leader of a 
statewide group, the No Stadium 
Tax Coalition, said claims about 
the project creating 6,000 jobs 
and paying for itself through in
creased state and local revenues 
are grossly inflated. 

Dressed in a Vikings jersey 
and rooting for the project was 
Larry Spooner of Plymouth. He 
si;tid that the Vikings are close 
to leaving Minnesota and that 
if that happens, Minnesota will 
become "a third Dakota." 

Jane Friedmann/ Star Tribune 

"It is a quality-of-life issue," 
Spooner said. ''As Minnesotans, 
we deserve the best, from bike 
trails to stadiums." 

Novak said the project needs 
the full and energetic support 
of Anoka County for it to have 
a chance. "This is a classic op
portunity for the north subur
ban area that may never come 
again," he said. 

Dane Smith is at 
rdsmith@startribune.com. 
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Blafrie's Rep. to ~n/DOT: Make 
plans for second beltway 
Rep. Andy 
Westerberg 
.insists that 

(@ 

, population 
explosion will 
dictate new 
multi-lane 
beltway in Twin 
Cities. 

.. 

• 
State Represe.ntative Andy Westerberg, 

· R-Blame, has -introduced legislation th~t 
would pirect the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation (Mn/DOT) to establish pre
liminary plans for the constructi_on of a sec
ond beltway around the Twin Cities. 

The Westerberg proposal, House File 
2247, calls for Mn/DOT to identify a poteh
tial route for a new multi-lane beltway out
side of the current Interstate 494/694 loop 
by July of next year. 

Rep. Andy Westerberg 

"The question isn't if a second beltway 
will be built, but when," said Westerberg. · 

"The metropolitan area is expected to 
gain one million new residents by 2020," 
Westerberg said. ' 

"The current transportation infrastruc
ture simply cannot accommodate such pop
ulation growth, and we must begin to plan 
for the future," he said. · 

Westerberg said that it is important for 
the Transportation Com.missioner to begin 

the planning process sooner rather than 
later in order to reduce costs associated 
with construction and right-of-way acquisi
tion. In 2004 dollars, a second beltway 
would cost an estimated $8.6 billion tb con
struct, but rising .property values threaten to 
make costs of future construction far 
greater. 

"We must allow the state and local com
munities to begin acquiring-land for future 
highway· construction as soon as possible," 
said Westerberg. 

"Property values continue to rapidly rise 
across the metro area. Dollars we can invest 
now will save taxpayers millions- if not bil
lions- in the Juture." 

The legislation does not suggest poten
tial routes for a new beltway . 

However, Westerberg said that a good 
candidate for one segment would be Viking 

. Boulevard, from Highway 10 to Highway 
65 . 

To view this and other legislation intro
duced by Westerberg, visit his website at , 
www.house.mn/5 lA. 
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LJgisfature p oses 
second highway loop 

Traffic concerns have led to 
a proposal for the Minnes?ta 
Department of Transportation 
to plan a second highway rou~e 
that would circle the Twm 
Cities outside of the Interstate 
494/694 loop. 
• Stat-e Rep. And:¥ Westerbe~g, 
R-Blaine, introduced the legis
lation, saying that th.e area will 
outgrow the road infrastruc
ture eventually and should 
plan ahead. His b~ll w~mld 
require MnDOT to identify a 
potential route by next July. 

Proposal could net 
Century $5.5 million 

A bill introduced by Sen. 
Michele Bachmann, R
Stillwater; Sen. Mady Reiter, R
Shoreview; and Sen. Debbie J. 
Johnson, R-Ham Lake, asks for 
$5.5 million from bond pro-

ceeds to remodel and conver t 
space on the east campus of 
Century College. Work would 
include a technology center 
and classroom building, 
design and construction of a 
new building for science labs 
and classrooms, and a new 
library and learning resource 

~ 

c~nter at the college. 
Companion legislation was 

introduced in the House by 
Rep. Doug Meslo~, R-White 
Bear Lake. 

The bills are currently in 
committee for consideration. 

BLAINE-SPRlum LAKE PARK 
UFE 

ANQII .A, MN 
WEEKLY 1,350 

APR :10 2004 

111111111111111111111111111 l:'. ll 1111 111111111111111111111111 
MNNESODI Cuff/NG SERWCE 

QUAD COMMUNITY PRESS 
WHITE BEAR LAKE , MN 

WEEKLY 8,309 

MAY 4 2004 

I ilillll lllll llllll 11111111 11111111111111 111111 1111111111111 

MNNESOllf C L[,PffNG SERY/CE 

33 .221so xxo~~ I 66:~ _5 1123 

RepEfblicans 
endorse Westerberg 
for fourth term 6iA 

\ v 
XC 

State Representative Andy 
Westerberg, R-Blaine, was 
unanimously endorsed for re
election on April 24, by District 
5 IA Republicans. 

Westerberg is Syeking his 
fourth term to the Minnesota 
House of Representatives, in 
which he serves as a member of 
the Transportation Finance, 
Transportation Policy, and is 
Vice Chair of the Regulated 
Industries Committee. 

Said Westerberg, "A con
stituent recently told me that I 
was the best state representative 
he ever had. Comments such as 
that, as well as words of encour-

. agement from many in the com- •Andy Westerberg 
munity, have persuaded me to . - . . . 
seek another term in the House to contmue working on the cnt:Jcal 
issues important to the people of Blaine." 

During this term, Westerberg successfully secured $5 million in 
bonding dollars to construct, furnish, and equip a sport eve~t_ce~
ter on the campus of the National Sports Center. The new facility 1s 
expected to attract conventions and sport groups .and enhance the 
local economy. 

Westerberg is a co-founder of the_ Highway 65. Task Force, 
which has solicited input from area residents and busmesses about 
a proposal to upgrade this important transportation ~orridor. 
Westerberg has also authored legislation during ~his se~s10n_ that 
directs the Minnesota Department of Transportation to identify a 
corridor for a second Twin Cities ' beltway. 

"Blaine is growing quickly, and so are its nee_ds from the _state," 
said Westerberg. "I am pleased to be able to provide an expenenced 
voice at the Capitol for our community. I pledge to continue work
ing to improve our schools, upgrade our infrastructure, and enhance 
our business and job creation environment." 

Westerberg, who owns and operates the Westerberg Insurance 
Agency, resides in Blaine with his wife Catherine. The, couple have 
four children and are active members of the Way of the Cross 
Church. · 
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1) How would you resolve the bud

get deficit that has left cities and 
counties scrambling for money? Is 
Minnesota being served best by ad
hering to a "no new taxes" pledge as 
subscribed to by the governor? Do 
you support an increase/ expansion 
in taxes? If so, please be specific. 

2) Are you willing to increase 
funding for public schools, by how 
much and what for? 

3) Three stadium proposals are be
fore the Legislature · - Twins, 
Vikings and University of Minneso
ta. Do you support public funding for 
any or all of these stadiums? Why or 
why not? 

Kendra Brodin 
Family: Husband, Rev. Ryan Brodin, 

one daughter 
Education: Augustana College, BA; 

University of Pennsylvania, Masters in 
Social Work; University of Minnesota 

Kendra Brodin 

Law School; JD 
Occupation: 

Helgen and Hel7 
gen, P.A:; attor·
ney; St. Philip's 
:Cutheran 
Church, choir di
rector 

Poiitical and 
civic experience: 
Blaine Park 
Board commis
sioner, Neigh
borhood Watch 
co- ca pt a in, 
WATCH Legal 

Observation Project volu:µteer, Thrivent 

· Kendra Prodin: putting family .values to work, no more politics as. usual -
"We need to · talk sensibly about , 

issues and not let petty politics get in 
the way of r~al improvements for our 
community," said Kendra Btodin. "I 
would consider a legislative session a 
failure that did not accomplish things . 
for the state." 

Brodin is running for the District 
51A seat in the Minnesota House of 
Representatives, which encompasses 
most of Blaine. · 

Kendra Brodin 

"We wanted to live in this district. We 
liked theaipe9ple and the town." 

An honors graduate of the 
University of Minnesdta Law School, 
Brodin is eaget to continue her family 

· tradition of pubiic service. 
"We love our state and our country, 

she said. ''This is the best way I feel 
that I can help others." 

. "I come from a family of teachers, 
as does my husband, so education _is 
near and dear to ·my heart," she contin
ued. 

As a legisl~tor, Brodin would sup
port investrn:ents in Early Childhood 
and Family Education, special _needs 
education, talented and gifted educa
tion, and _higher education. 

tion is a huge issue," she said. "We are 
growing so rapidly. People need to get 
to and from work." 

Brodin shared many voters' frustra
. tion with the stalemate at this session 
of the legislature. "The current legisla
tors were elected to accomplish 
something," she said. "Not getting 
things done is not an option." 

"There are values that cross party 
lines," she maintained. "There are 

. always compromises to be found." 
· Kendra Brodin is challenging 

Andrew Westerberg, who was elected 
in 1998. In three terms, Westerberg 
received a 28 percent AFL-CIO voting 
recorcf, on working family issues. · 

Contact: 

Brodin and her husband.Ryan, live 
in Blaine with their infant daughter. 
Ryan Brodin has served for the past 
four years as pastor at St. Phillip's 
Lutheran Church in Fridley, where 
Kendra is a choir director and active 
on the church's Social Benevolence 
Committee. 

Although Brodin moved to the dis
trict just a couple of years ago, "the 
minute we moved in ·the door I was 

invested in the community," she said, 
and soon won an appointment to the 
~laine !>ark Board. 

She also will champion improve
ment~ to transportation. "There's 
growing congestion on local roads," 
she noted. "In my district, transporta-

Kendra Brodin 
Phone: 763-717.-4758 

www.kendrabrodin.com 
kendra@kendrabrodin._com 

Chapter Leadership Board, St. Philip's 
Social Benevolence Committee, youth 
mentor 

1) No one wants tax increases, but 
taxes are one way that government is 
able to fund programs vital to ourfami
lies. We should not turn to tax increases 
as a first response to our problems, but 
rather find r esponsible and creative 
ways to address them. If revenue needs 
tff be raised, we must be honest and not 
hide behind fuzzy math, increased fees, 
and budget shifts. Our families expect 
our legislature to have open and honest 
debate on issues affecting our lives. A 
"no new tax" pledge does not allow for 
that debate and is a disservice to our 
families. 

2) Yes. For the first time in Minneso
ta history; the legislature made $185 mil
lion in cuts to our education system. 
This lost funding should be restored. 
Education is a priority for our families 
and c01:m;nunities and an investment in 
our future! Representatives who say 
they value education and then support 
cuts that have ·crippling effects on our 
schools must be held accountable. In
creased funding should begin with early 

· childho9d education, which suffered 
from the last legislative session despite 
the fact that many respected economists 
believe it is the best investment we can 
make in our future economy. 

. 3) I support public funding for stadi
um projects if there are guarantees 
there will be economic advantages that 
outweigh the potential disadvantages. 
Attention must be paid to the type of 
jobs and tax base created, infrastructure 
implications of such undertakings, and 
quality of living issues for surrounding 

"We chose to live here," she said. 

residents, particularly here in Blaine for 
the proposed Vikings stadium. Use of 
public money for a private venture must 
be kept to a minimum. There are many 
investments that our public monies 
compete for, and we must find the solu
tion that best serves our priorities, like 
our schools and roads. 
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firefighter, active church member. 
1) The budget question is really 

"What is the appropriate price of gov
ernment?". How much should the tax
payer pay? Questions like this played a 
part in the birth of our country. In solv
ing this question, we must consider 
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neighboring states like Wisconsin's bud
get which is $5 Billion •less than ours 
though they have approximately 500,000 
more citizens. It is critical to have a fair 
playing field or we risk losing quality · 
jobs for working families. Budgets are 
hard on our checkbooks at home. Gov
ernment must make tough decisions too. 
Questioning priorities must continue, 
raising taxes should be the last solution. 

2) YES. I believe education doesn't 
cost, it pays. Expenses continue to esca
late and schools have bills to pay too. I 
will work for an increase on the per
pupil formula to help cover these in
creases. We should find a way to reward 
school districts which out-perform 
other districts. Special Education needs 
and federal mandates are not matching 
up with appropriate funding and some
thing will have to change to improve this 
situation. School transportation issues 
need to be addressed and I will spend a 
considerable amount of time on this 
issue next session. Dollars invested in 
education equal future savings. 

3) UM should receive some .help, 
however the majority of cost should be 
paid by user fees and donations. Twins 
and Vikings are a tougher issue. These 
teams are extremely important to our 
state and I will try very hard to make 
sure they-stay here. The Viking propos
al is more than a stadium. It is a stadium 
with private development producing 
needed jobs and revenue to our commu
nities. While it seems logical to me that 
the taxpayer help to some degree, two 
questions arise. One - how much? Two -
how do we get the whole state to partici
pate? 
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