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Oub2:oin2: Republican takes 
on quiet Democrat in@ 
By Linda Vanderwerf believes that could be an asset. 
Staff Writer "In a rural area you have got to 

'I\vo years ago, quiet Democrat 
~le Koenen defeated outgoing 
Republican Colin Berg by just 255 

Berg 

votes in Minnesota 
House Dj§jri~t 20B.@ 

This year, the two 
are campaigning 
again for the seat 
Koenen has held for 
the past two years. 

Their last contest 
focused on issues 
and was a clean, cor­
dial contest. Both 

said they expect this year to be no 
different. 

"I think we try to make it issue­
based," Berg said. "We have some 
differences. We also 
have some things 
that are very simi­
lar." 

Negative cam­
paigns don't seem to 
fit with the area, 
either, Koenen 
added. "The people 
that live out here, I 
don't think that goes that well," he 
said. 

District 20B covers Renville and 
Chippewa counties and the eastern 
half of Yellow Medicine County. 

Rerg, 46, lives in Olivia and is in 
the process of starting an agricul­
tural consulting business. Koenen, 
48, a farmer, lives in Clara City . 

"The numbers are real tight in 
this district," Koenen said. 

"In this district, if we are Democ­
rats or Republicans, a lot of the val­
ues are the sanie," Koenen -said. 

The most noticeable difference 
between the candidates is their 
personal style. . 

Koenen's personality is on the shy 
side. Campaigning was difficult for 
him at fir~t, because he didn't know 
what to expect, he said. 

"It gets easier," he said. "The peo­
ple that live out here are friendly, 
and courteous and respectful." 

Berg is m.?re outspoken, and he 

have somebody more outspoken 
and forceful," he said. "Some peo­
ple might prefer my opponent's 
style; I just don't know if it's right 

Koenen 

for this district." 
The candidates' 

views don't differ 
that much in some 
areas. Both consider 
themselves conserva­
tive on social issues 
like abortion and gay 
marriage. They label 
themselves moder­
ates on budget, edu- ' 

cation and social services issues. 
Neither would rule out a tax 

increase as a way of dealing with a 
serious budget crisis. 

Berg did not sign a 
no-new-taxes pledge, 
despite urging by a 
conservative, group. 
Republican candi­
dates, in particular, 
receive considerable 
pressure to sign the 
pledge, he said. 

"Even though I 
wouldn't prefer to raise taxes," he 
said, "anytime you eliminate any 
avenue for balancing the budget, I 
think that's bad policy." 

For Koenen, any tax increase 
should be aimed at people who 
earn more than $500,000 a year, 
"just to equalize things." People in 
that income category pay about 8.4 
percent of their income in sales, · 
income and property taxes, he said, 
while people earning $60,000 or 
less pay about 12 percent of their 
income for the same things. 

For Koenen, budget cuts of the 
past two years were. unfair to rural 
areas and low-income people. 
Local government aid was cut more 
for rural cities, he said, and cuts in 
some types of school funding also 
hit rural districts hard. 

"I think some of those icuts were 
tough," Berg said. 

Repeat/ Page A2 



,. .. HOUSE DISTRICT 20B . 
~ . 

• R~al tr~spoqation concerns co~e in a number of shapes and 
sizes·. · · · . · · · • L · ,··.:. · ·•. - · 
· The transportation .con:cei:i that immediately comes to mind 
for rural areas is the need· tol.f:ransport agricultural products. effi­
ciently to markets .. This requires a variety of channels: gravel . 
roads, highways, rail lines, and waterways: Transportation issues 
. are both state-level and national concerns, especially when .dis-: 

. . . . cussing issues lil,ce the lock and dam systems on 
the Mississippi River.· · . . · . 
.. The transportation debate is really an infra-· 

·structure debate. Do we as a state and as a . · 
country value our ability to transport goods and 
mateuals? ' . . . 

Tliis is not-_solely a. rural concern. Traffic · 
,11 • bottlenecks in metro. areas can '.cause delays . . 

both in and out of terminals. We need to deal' 
with some of these µietro .traffic problems as if 

'they were our problems ~ because they are! ; 
· : :In order to keep · our roads in reasonable con-

. . diti.on; we. need to make· certain i.iivestments. • 
· · · BERG • .. ·-' .. We nei:::d to dedicate a'la,rger:-portion of our · 

R~DLIVIA · .. financ~al resources1to maintain and improve . · 
upon our· curreµt cirpumstances: I support dedi-

. . . . . · eating lP0·_percent of the Motor Vehicle.Sales . · 
Tax,(MVST) to our highway system. We should also reconsider 
the appropriate fees for license t_~bs. We need to look.at bonding 

. t_o -~over the r~maining long-term needs of our roads and high­
ways: ·: : ·· · ! ·: . · .. ', . . • . · . · : · 

· · One rural-transportation issue: that can 'be overlooked is tb.e · . 
need for pubµi'transportatioii'in .n.iral areas: There are people m. , · 
rural areas w~o -_are not mobile. Th,is would inc\ude young.people 
with Wor~g parents, special neecls' citizens, and·.elderly people. 
Pro~iding ffanspe>~tion opti9~s foj:'.these_ ~{:>ups epliances their · .· 
qu?,ltty of life. . , ,· . . . , .:·:- . . .. ·. · 

· There is a cost to,1public transportatiqil, but then there· is a cost 
to everything that we -do: We need to compare the costs to. the . 
bene:(its. I feel'that the benefits ·of rural public transporfati~n sig- . 

'<). 

nificantly outweigh the ·costs. · . · . 
. If you'll pardon the pun, those who choose to use the rural 
public transportatic:m system are not gettirig a "free ride". They 
pay ~ -ever-increasing share of the service. _ · · · 

Lyle Koenen .. 1: i ;) '. ;1 1 

/:-.\~-l})-~~·~)·n'{h~ .·Y.1:,~:)1~1ii(( ( ~ I· .'.t:l ta~: :j ~~1;_tj '.I•\><~ ~\ rJ!. .. JH:~! 'T iit1·. ·.i ... !. ... !H '.I J iqnn ~l 

''.itr;r.:mtiliil Miffli~s~·1:a n~e&>'Moolilfoaas.llliwe': ~~pedtipe8pib iJ>ii~t )/'.J 1
' 

·and work here. Bus:fuess. and'faniiers :i:nust be able to move their" 
production· to market and btjng iri inputs economically. Rural · : 

. Minnesota may not have the need for six-lane roads, but we do 
·'need·ro·ads bililt to handle heavy trucks and safety· concerns must 

·. be·met. · '. 
. The· Transportation Policy Institute's 2003 

fy:[innesota Road-Transportation Needs ·.· · 
Assessment Study using MnDOT data indicates 
that.it will_ take $1.2·billion-to maintain .current . 

. , mobility levels ~ach y,~ar. Gas tax· and .. tab .fees .. 
. ,raise $5.70 million per year. Transportation · · ·. · 

I' funding clearly :p.e'eds to be aµdressed soon. The 
gas tax was last adjristed in 1988 and if adjusted 
for inflation would·be .29.9 cents; instead of the 'current 20 cents. · . . ' . , · · . . . . ·. · .·· . :· 

, . Recently, bo;nqihg'was used to get semi~ road 
· ·KoENEN . · 'projects going, $100 ~oii in ''2002" and · · . 

liFL-MAYNARD $400 million in -~'2003.''. Bonding~ however,is -
. . .. · . not a long-term'solution. For every dollar·that · 
· ·. · . . ' _gets spent; $p0·has to be paid back. Addto 

debt service the.$400 million advance federal funding (part of' 
"'03'! .bonding) that will have to be payed back, .we. will be look- · 
ing ateven greater·funding shorniges in_a few ·years: . ·. . · 
. I support a gas tax increase, but to.~av9id sticker shock I pro-· 

pose a gas tax.increas_e of 3 cents for e""cli of the next ~ey years · 
for a total of 9 cents to'brin:g tb.e level up. toW.cents which'.is · .-' 
very close to .covering the inflation.factor since 1988; . ·' .·· · ,· · · 
- License tab fees may also have t.6 ,b~ looked at again, not Jo'r ·.· 
existing vehicJes,' ·but fornew·:purchase,s Jrom this po_int forwci.(d: 

· · This will give owners the ability to plan and budget. Also, T .. ·· · 
· would like to $ee ,a higher percentage' of the Minnes6ta vehick 

sales tax distribution go. fow;rrd roads; . : . . - . .· · ·· _ 
.. Along. with :r'o~ds; we must not forget to adequately fund rural 

transit for the elderly, handicapped, arid· the working poor. that 
have n_o ·other way to get to work. · · · · 
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Candidates .. on·economy ·@ 
FlFrH OF A SEVEN;WEEK-SERIES GIVING LOCAL CANDIDATES FOR THE STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES A CHANCE TO RESPOND ·. 

TO A SINGLE .ISSUE EACH. WEEK. TODAY' s .. :Q~STION: WHAT KIND OF TIIIN~s ~AN BE DONE TO .IMPROVE ECONO~C DEVELOPMENT 

IN SOUTHWEST ~SOTA? . ~ '. ' :-: 

INDEPENDENT-MARSHALL, MJNN~-·­
SATURDAY, SUNDAY 

Ocr. 9-10, 2004 

HOUSE DISTRICT 20B :, 

A good approach to econon;ric development is to build upon 
· your strengths. One of .the great strengths of southwest Minnesota 
is· production agriculture. . . 

Although crop production flourishes in our geographic area, 
.animal agriculture has lagged. This is especially true in dairy and · 
beef production. . . . 

Based on Census of Agriculture figures, the number of dairy 
· · cows in Minnesota has dropped by over 40 per- . 

BERG . 
R•OUVIA 

cent from 1974 to 2002. This.is ·a loss of almost 
350,000 dairy.cows since 1974. In other terms, 
it is an average loss of over 1,000 head per 
month, every month, for 28 years: · . . 

If we take those ~S0,000 dairy cows and 
multiply them by $2,500 'in receipts per cow, 
we would show an- additional $875 million in 
gross revenue from an expanded dairy program 
in Minnesota. This is only calculating direct 
income from the added cows. We.haven't 
addressed the additional ~onomic impact of 
hauling, processing, or marketing the milk.·· . 

Another ag-related opportunity for economic 
growth is the renewable fuels industry. Com 

· processing plants. are springing up all over 
Minnesota, creating jobs, raising local cox:n 

prices, and lessening our dependence on foreign oil, all of which 
· have positive economic impac!:5 in our communities: 1 · 

Bio-diesel is. still in its infancy in Minnesota, but should· gain 
ground quickly once the state and Federal governmental policies 
kick in. There ,are currently four different plants being proposed, 
all in -rural areas. · . ,. · · . 

Yet another. opportunity for ·economic growth is to exploit the 
entrepreneurial spirit and .promote.the work ethic that we have in 
rural areas. The state government has establishedJOBZ zones 
across the state. Now we need to attract new business to these 
zones, especially to Western Minnesota. These businesses create 
jobs, the jobs help us 'retain families within our communities•and . 
attract new families . The families add to our schools, churches, · 
and community organizations. · 

What kinds of businesses do we want in westem Minnesota? 
We can't afford to be too selective. We need small businesses, , 

. large businesses, and everything in between. A few large manu- · 
facturing businesses would create lots of jobs. Smaller businesses 
create fewer jobs, but add to. the overall economy. 
· . On~ last option for economic development that we must not 

. . QY.(;rlo.ok.i.s tourism. We.have.; recreational opportunities :on our . 
, :,J~s.11iiy~rs;1. ~amp grotindsj;and bike:tr.ails11.~JSummers· are, :': •· .'. 
, ,filled wiith -oon:un1.11iity events. In the fall, Western Mfmi-esota i's "' ·.-, 
:Neey;p.opulatowith hunters. Let<'.s find a way to capitalize on these·' ·, 
resources. · · · · · . · · 

We also have real po_tential for agricultural tourism. We have 
unique agricultural businesses that are in demand by to\µ' groups. . 
Western ·Minnesota also has a significant number of research 

. firms that deal .with advanced agricultural seed technologies .. 
To address the need for meeting facilities for large groups, an · 

· Ag Innovation Center was proposed for Olivia and was inclµded 
in bonding bills in two consecutive years. Although the bonding 
bills for the Center passed both legislative houses, the bills were 
both vetoed by then Gov. Ventura1 

. . . 

. One oftjie•most successful economic development things done 
for rural Minnesota has been the development of.the ethanol 
industry. It brings better com prices, good jobs, and clean burning 
fuel. I was sorry that the majority of legislators voted to cut 
ethanol funding. Looking into the future, there is a lot of potential 
for ener~ proc;!:uction in rural Minnesof:a: I support continued 
-- · : ,- : expansion of ethanol and believe we need to 

step up our efforts in bio-diesel, wind; bio-mass 
and hydrogen. All of these.energy sources can 
bring a lot of economic activity to rural 

. , Minm:sota,if the development starts here and 
• starts early. · . · .. .. · · . 

· I woµld like to see the. Departme1;1t of . 
:1 Em13t.oynient and Economic D~velop~e:iit . 

(DEED) direct.afait 'share of.available money 
· to rural Minnesota. An .exampkwould be the . 
:. SmaU Cities ·grant, with the bulk of the money . 

• • . · going to the ~etro area and io· the fa:tge·regional · 
· KOENEN, . : centers. This is a fairness issue;. would not : · 

. DFL·MAYNARD . increase state spending, and would aid rural 
. . ·. . communities·. . . . . : . . ; . : . 

· The DEED/Job Service layoffs fu many ofour area offices is 
also a concern. Job~ are very important if we want people to con­
tinue to live here. Thi~ layoff is shortsighted and does not keep. a 
positive focus on the future. Keep the Job. Servic;e offices fully 
staffed. . · , · . . · ' . . · . . ' , . · 

In the "'03" session Minnesota Technolcigy ·funding was elimi- · 
nated·. Min,nespta Technology is on its own to find ~ding . · . · 
sources. Its role .in rural Minnesota was tQ hel_p'~ufacµirers use 
appropriate technologies to improve ~ffi,ciencies and create jobs. 
Restoring funding would be helpful. . · . · . · · 

'IJie Agriculture Utilization Research·Institu~. (AURI) is a 
state-funqed non-profit that promotes·and ·develops value-added .. 
agricultural products. AURI's funding was ·cut qy 57 perc¢nt in · 
.2003. Toge~ AURI up.to speedagain, its funding needs to be 
restored' as: quickly as possibk Anything w~ can do to. adf;l vaI1,1e . 
to our flUlll products 'keeps more profit and jobs here ,in rural . · 
Minnespta. . · , . · · • . · · . . ·. · · . . . . . · . · . 

We must stop. rewarding companies who expof! 'o~.Jobs to .. 
foreign countries. Many of these corporations pay little or no tax. 

The state :of Minnesota's contracts should also reqajre that 
both professional anq non-professional services be per(oniled 

' · orily by' people in this country, citizens or individuals legally 
'authorized to ·wcirk here. · · 
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~:t.E)~ 1,111110,,~ t•~l';for · strength ill numbers i\liit!~;_ .· f.ttt' ' ' ., . '. . ·. ' :if {i- ' 
:6H:~mic'½·:developm.ent . · ·Egge, ·.WQGl. 

ioiit the reality. of .. eco­
opiii~n,t: outside iot · St. 
dfng to · alliance ·.niern-
. . .• .. . . . . . . 

is.' ~l~o' lo.~ki~g iJr the 
·e· than :repienish . the 
1ght .fpr marketbtg.· Jo.e. 
~ ·board' Iri.eniber. and 
ri.ty economic .develop~ t)(::>\ ·-.}i,_:-.,\· .:i/ ·_·\ i·- -. · , &']~~.;.;;~ Meeker .. C6JI1 

p\}latiotf 6f mon~· :'than ; ;,,: · ~~~-~~:m ,:· merit dfrec.toi:;· :Si:UU Llltj ~n 
l~icotitities•,tom:t>rishu.'t . 1- • ~-i'l~l\l . likP ·. ~lfiA)OAfl . !.::.. ·_,:_·.1...:. . L'. 

· the WesLdeiiil:al . Gr-owth Alliancfe : 

,· ~uc:m l.,l!Jtj'f_l.OF,· said the group wou:~d 
· wr..:._· ~ 1 ~"',nnO. ·in, ·state··,funding- jn 

1~::?l!?!i;;:h:;:~ .• -. 
but .. ·belreve··:,-:they. can ·. turn thmgs·· · 

ea~h: oft~.e ti.ext three year:f lt;is no 
differenf,·thin- :the allocatfohs ··the 

: ' state ·a1ready,'.rrfakes to, Dulutlf., the 
:J · ,, ..,, ,; , . It9~ Ratj~er ~n<J .,spme ·of th~ st,ate'~ 

· · large . metro ar~~s, he told the 

·lit,i¾~(j~1I. 
: ''We d-0 ·need,- to: stitrf tffinking · · · 

more :; i:egfqnallf,'' ;.:s~id_ R¢p. Al• -· 
Juhnke,.: D:Fl- Wdlmai;-.,.-cme. :9f five . ._ 
area legislators· who .pa:ttfoipated i-ri·; .' .. 

. 
th

;oe::!J:jh th~' ta1ii~2QQO,to pro~ 

· group_.<::, .. \ :,:,:·,;,:_.,i .'· .. ·.: ... ·. >. ·,·. ·-:; ·.· ·: 
... ,The· WCG.A:.s' lMislative ·. agei)da 
~lso· seeks .· to :_eli~irtate ·'. ~hat the 
gro4p s'ees .. as· a;butdensome ·pap_er-· 
workte"Ciuii:einent. Thestate's.busi; 

· · ·riess' s0;hsi~y}awi'.no_w r~qutres:·e·co:' · 
· .nomip ~-~vel~:tuij~nt ~gencie'S to..file 
. . ann~ar:repor:ts~:on.: foans· they make 

t6 'f'.busbie'8$¢~;: ·•ffie._ information· ,i§_ 
· :r~°4qily'. avai1abl¢ ·.at the loc'alleyeL 

:mote wh'.af iivnow· th~·::.Fi,broMi-rin 

·F~ili!;1tl!iar~~~r ties is ,$6.~J,37?i;)r a :;ii~~)'ita. The gro!!p is ~JsO Seeking a more 
· : ItJ~-~-~:'.Jll~ t 1t~.::~~ipa~~:.:G9\7. .Je~s,e .. : loss. · of . $.?~-~ff1~I<!-:;,p.ave : ~o_v~e; :· level pl~ying ff ¢.ld .when 1t come~ to 
Ventura'.;"unallottedr a·,$75;000 state ·. · Dawson . clcy':;/adm1mstrato.r, and ·compet:mg· .with. Duluth . -and other 

· ~aht tlw~~~j:f £Y.~tt~~in~ in, to.~)~< :W.C(tAboar<i)i,i~I,rib~t·-$~:-~.~d'9t~er:·. , heqvyw~ights fa' the' battle for-. state . 
marketmg'1(:!a~p~ngn·t<Hlttr&ef:1;1~_w : .WC.Q:A . me:rµp;er$.··'.,.~Ul_ be. ·urgmg economic development- dollars .. 

· bus{fles~es_." ·~~}10. 9Q!J~tie,s· .,'(~ee'· state. 'legi_slaf9.rs·;-t(i:.-:r,ejns~te:. l<l¢al · The:alliance: will be w;gi'.ng the Min-: 
map}hijVe• .. al~o.-·;been,,Jiit ·har.d:•,by. ·governmertt::--_aid •:·montes , to . the · nesota-Departtiierit.ofEmployment · 
state~cu(§.,;,'f<;> lp~algov~fpijient.aid: ··.··. r_e~oif as 'iia'.rt ·of t_he.· grou•p;s -:2004_. an~ Economici.'De~elopment to·cre-
. ·TheJofal L.GA:'1:ossit~th¢ 10.coun- legislative.agenda. · · ·· · .ate an a,dvisorycoinnijtteeto.acMse 

. ". j _: . .• . . A·· .. . . . . 
A . .... __ 4_. .. -:.::'. ' ••• : __ _ t. · J ~ • 

. ·-----
the· pros~~cts_·/>i';~.~eing i~c_ai govern~ · m_e,rt~. He urg¢d}~e ·a~li~nce-to\v6rk as · ne_sota 'in-bringing backpolJcy iri over 

· ~ · ment·aids: test~.r~c.l'. <>! -obtaining.other a/ region ~:r,;4 .be:· reP,,~Y:•.to play' ·~otb, ,-_ riding politic~."· · , ._·. .. .. , · .-, : ·• ;,· 
. . . . ·. . state . d.Qllars II). , th~.1r plac.e are not ''.offense and, .def~ps.e'-'/Jn the .. (!~p1tol .·. If th~ \YOGA .can,speak fortlle :,¢nµ.r;e 
'I · CQntinued fromAl good. While 1:Ie'd w~~.t<? se.e·-the group·' T~e -regfon ,wnr~e~d ~o,.,J?Ull _t9gether_ r.egi(in.; 'it n:iigl1t,' everi. do ·mor~;~ 

AU·idl1c:e 
I · . . . . .- . . . take. a, run at its ~ge.r1da m {~t., I?.avl, Sen. •. _without re~pe~~;t9:~partY.Joy~lt1~s w4en. •. Lyle J}oeneh DF;kMaynarg, 8-a14-.. 1t 1s 

Legislators. ~nd local offic~als_from Steve _Dille, R-l)_as.sel; sai~_Jt_:w,iU··.be_' :prppos~l~ .that_:,t~t~;~~-~~·the.:::~tea .. :are: <.<li"1ctil~:.for}h¢'. ·smaH. conimun,it~e~ .~f 
the commumties and townships m the very c;l1fficult to finq stilt~funcl.1_ng. . · · .·..ralset:if s.uch -~~·:o:q,:e:~iurg1ijg the: stat.~. to ., the region. W)th ·2,000 or3;()()Q .. peo}:Slf t9 
10. counties ~mphasized t~eir support . '~yt~i?.g h~vin_l~p-,d~, with ,mo_peyjs .·' :·co.n_. ~i<t,~,_r ··.cJ.~s.jn(~~?t $¢cf<)lld'~fy.jnsti- .. :' h .. : ~~e·: thei~·yojces:. h~'~rd ·-1~·: ··st.:/fau;: .· .. ·t\ 
for mo~~ regional_ cooperat10n, and .the gomg t~--Pe. .. t°:U.~h, .;;..sa1d : R~Q·:: _•pean .~ h\~1on~, ;h~~X.J,ll~~~~.(;:lr:·:.·> ·.· .:, ·.>. · . . . reg1onal,~o:U1> spea~ng roi:.~9.f~'· ._ a.I!, 
economic development agenda: of the· Urdahld~i-Grove,C~1ty, · . . . : .. ·· · , ·. ~.poht1cs '.seem.s . .-t9::be_,~yer .r1qmg pol· .150;9()0 can .. make.-.smne· no~s~: YI.f . . Qu 
organization. , . . .· "-];)olla'.r~ will.·be. ·s~arcet:,·~ai,qi~ ,foy,1

' s_aid:Jqhnk~~ ·. o(Willn).a~':"'Yve c~n· coriJe'with 'pe_op1~:.tj~~-that;·.1tj~Mt# fo 
Legislators cautil;med the group,.that Marty ,Seifert, .R-Marsb~U; 1.~ ag~ee'-· pe th~: leaders. m West {j~11tral Min.:. · inean·Sopiethui~,'~ sa.1d.the'legislator..~ 

------'-··....._! ' . : ·J ·· A:·,· ··_. • · ... J .· · ·,_. ~:•· :·_ .·· ' '·· :·I:~::;.'',_: ·. ' i',,.:·, ·• i !~ 
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/' 

· he ·2004 _~ampaign season ~sn't j~st'i~bout 
the presidency. Plenty of focal: race~ will 
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be oil the ballot :this (all, ·_too. Md, _.- · ... - . MNNESOC,t afflNS SER~ 

~eady, local politic_al~si~ers:3!e trying _; WO xw ¥CE 

tNo fi~b~:9.~t who IIllght"b~ r,unmng m · ,tz.:3_. · - XX .... 
. ovem er. - . . : · • · · - -~---

One thing'·s for sure:' There will be· at least one ~ - A~cording _to the state .Campaign Finance Boarc( 
. !em~tch of ~-zoo2-.i~~slativ~. race·,. while other leg- · . · no· 9ther candidates ~ave filed ·a.g~st incu¢b~nts\in 
· 1slat1ve-races, $0-far, are 'not ·so defined. . - · . : · those-House races, either. . . 

_'pie re~a~ch: _.RepubJ.foan· Colin B~rg will iun · . . While there ~e s6:ll m~):' months before. the 
_ag~ agamst state Rep: Lyle Kgepep DFL-Maynard. l November el~tion, tlm~ is, m some way~, running 
Koenen d~featedl3erg ~n 2002 m the District 20B . •. short for can~date~ hopmg to make a senous run at 
IJ.o~e-_race. The. district includes ·part. cfYeUow · \ ·· . the i:ouse this year-:- e~pec_iallY. again~t incumbents 
. Medi~~e ~o~ty. . ., .· .. ·. · • : . who 11 _get ~ore m~dia att~ntlon m coIIllng weeks as 

. : Berg s family coiifirmed Mo_nday .that he's plan- _ the leg,islatrv.e_se,ssiQn.,b_egms. _ _ __ _ _ 
rung !o ·run agamst Koenen agam. Berg is the. son of , Tony Doom of ~ar~hall, one of the leaders of the 
longtime ,state Sen. Charlie Berg. _ . · , , .y f,-,):Ioc~ E>FL p~, said DFL officials are working on 

B1:1t iri other area House races; so far, the incum- '.t.:_' ~:findm.¥ ·F~4id~tes for local races. · · .- . 
bents are standing· alone. . . . _ -· ·. , 

1 
: ~ There is always a need for 9ontested races, . 

· ~ • District 20A: Rep. Aaron J;>eterson, DFL- · ~ecause ~ey tend to bring i:nuch more"focus on -
Madison, is the incumbent. Jlis Rept;iblican chal- : : issue_s of nn~ortanc~ t? the area --:-- especiajly when . 
lenger from 2002, Jef(Moen ·of Hendri~ks, probably 1 ! c;m.4idat~~ sq~are _off m debates over those issues. 
won~( r:un _this year, his family said, . · · . · · · Aild 1?,afs P~?ularly-true, now. As we've sai4 
, •. D1stnct 21~: Rep· . .Marty Seifert, R-Marshall, is seyeral tm.Jes, this 1~ ,a pivotal year for ·rural· . . · . 

-. the . .m~1!ffibent .after.aµopier lopsided victory-i.n:2002: · . ¥fu.nesota. How will St. .Paul treat an area that cer :-
. Thet~ had:been some mention iii Marshall in the tainly -~as a loser in 1ast year's legislative session, · · 

. last :mon~ that ~outhw'est ·Minnesota · State professor, · an~ do candidates op ~cum~ents have ideas on how 
Joseph Diaz, IIllght run ~gainst Seifert. • ·: ' • . · to rmp_rc;,ve the area. s_ status m St. Paul? 
. . But when asked directly about the race last week . There's. one othet nke of potential major local 
Diaz said h~ was not running:· He considered enteru{g nn_pact !lrls fall, too: U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson, DFL-
the campaign, but is going to spend the summer in · Minn;; is up for re-election. Peterson, of Detroit · 
Eur.ope Jl_s a visitmg professor. . . . · . Lakes, represents the 7th ·Congressional District, .· 

.- "We_~ ~e b~~k _at the s~ of the schqol year, which i~chides Marshall and Lyo~ County.". · ·. : · 
but I _don t think it s:a good idea to be out of the U.S. _pa~ifi Sturrock, Jhe_ J\,far:shall city councilman and 
for such a -long period in the middle and towards the . . . ~-M~Urptqfesse>r; h~s. saia. he is coiisidefuig _a ch4].- . 

. end ,of the election season,'.-' Diaz said. ~'I know thad, ; l~ng~ t<iP~{eI;SOJi. If so_, it .will be an int¢resting _:._ if 
as a voter, ,.would ~ave a problem with a candidate ; n~t, __ p~rh~ps ~ an uphill challe~ge: fe_t~r~on: !iarrdily 

-w~o ~~sn t ev.t:n m the country. during the cam- . _: won the race m ;2002, an~ has· b_een .. ah-elected,official 
paign), ·so I notified the state leaders that I was . : f9r_27. years. Will Sturrock be able-. to generate inter.: . 
declinin~ th~ir support for that reason and decided .: ·est and .sl!Pport ~ a distri<;t that's one· of t~e 'largest, 
not.to run this term." . . · . . geographic~y, m the c9lintey? · . 

, Diaz, who:,has_ drawn national attention because.of ; . : P.n th~ <?the~ h~d, S_turroc~ is a ~owledgeable 
~s b,o?k about witnessing ~ execµti~nin Florida, · · ' political S(?ientist with a deep interest' in _poli':Y· If he 
didn t rule out future campaigns, though. ' _ i runs, ~at, too, could make for soroe compelling 

"It was a v~ry tdu~h deo~sion bec_~use qf the sup- . . . · debates betwe~n Sturrock: and _Peterson. . .. 
port that we were sh?wn by _people-•in.the ·cQmini.¢i,ty · - The cam~~gn seas~m 1s under way:. Let's h?pe 1 

,_. and at the state level," he said: "ButTm young (32 -· . go(_)d, COffiIIlltted-candidates emerge over commg 
. years <?ld)_-and ,plan to have a lo1!g P?_liticaflife ... " ) · . weeks and months. ·· 

• • Distnct 2~A: Rep. Doug Magn1;1~:, R-:-Slayton,. r-· _ 
unseated_ lon~e lawm~er Teq ~~t~r ·of Fulda" m.. . · ·1 

200~. Wmter 1s no~ planm:1g on a rematc;h;._~c_c_ording : 
to his 2_002 campaign: He. s started a· new busmess -

;~~ould ~~ have ~e t~~ agairis_~,~~~~~s thi~ I ____ .. __ ·-· ---

':':::ta~~ .--
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Ml. nn . t . 1 . . 1 ·1 "We'r<;, ·getting 'a deluge .of call~ from legislators < . _ . .· .. : .. es{) a. e g1s a 0f8_' wanting additj.qiial decks -for. th~ir farnili'est •said Kevin 
· · · .. , · .. _Chandl<;,r, the .f>residenttµrd-duef executive ·officer·of the 

-featured·: oh·.:,a Jiew:- , :·~=~i~t~¥1r.ir.:i~t~o th~~are ieas~ha~ly 
· ·: · .. · .. · . : . ·:~: · .· ·· · .. :· •:· · · , . .- · · · · · · .. • p~ce~,','·_scUd Re,z: Mgm, Seifert, R-'Marshall;_. ..... -' · .. ·, , 

.deck of playing cards of ~;!i':: tlieDistnftiA representative, iS ,tlie Que~n 

· "!he ~ru,ne s1;1it as the governor which is probably cqf 
· B:v RAE KRUGER .· rect, Seifert said. · . . . . . . · 
Independent Staff Wri,er . . . ~~ve~or Tim-Pa!'len;ty is_ ~e A<;;e of Spa~es. . _ 1

' . . 

.. . :some c,f . the cards · include (left to right), Rep. Aaron • 
Peterson, Madison; Rep. Lyle Koenen, Maynard; Sen. Dennis • 

... Frederickson, New . Ulm; Rep.Marty Seifert, Marshall; Ind·• · 

. . . . . . . It s kind _of_ neat, , Seifert said -_of tJ:ie playmg catds~ 
_MARS~L_ ~ It's\ iot quite a Whe~ties box but ~he Spades 1s ~e .most coIIW1on smt for legislators:in 

- .. MinnesotaJeg1~lat~)fs·_n9w;._have ~eir {aces,imprinted on · · · · · · •. · · ·· : ' · 
·. four se~ of ·playmg c&rds bemg passed out by the . . ~=~=~~=======~==~~;•~-· 

· $en~ Jim Vic~erman; Tracy. ,:, · . , . · .. . · . · -~ Minnesota Credit UniQp. 'Network. ·: . · DEcK PAGE 9A . C,. 

. . V 

DficK. FkoMPAGE lA~/ 
this region and it's a pretty good hand with · :card? · Charidlenaid. The 9-:edit_: ne~rk: . .Capitot:•~··self~rt-shltt •: .. ··, . .'; ' .. _ . . . ... _· . 
Sen. Gary Kubly, DFL-Granity Falls as ·the sµbmttted the photos and:the informatiori, tQ : ·'· ,-~~Soine'legisla(ois -play .¢~ds .at mght so ·_. 
eight of Spades, Rep. Aaron Peterson, . · the .-coll,lpany ·who · detenniii,e ·the sriit and · it's a:p'pi;0.pnate,'~Seife11.·stµd. :· . .._.. .. ·' _,1 DFL-MJ\diSon, the nine, Rep. Lyle Koenen; · ordernf the cards; Chandler said; · · . . . . Ch~dlersaict~e ¢ards have given_ 1eg:. .. 
DFL-Maynard, the 10,. Sen. Dennis · . ''W'eldndofgottheideafrom·an·articl~ - _. islator.S. the _:t:baiice-·to .talk iilfohnilly. 
Frederickson, R-New Ulm, ·the Jack, NewYorkTimes aboutadeckofcards'with · : Without th~~g privileges, legislators 
S_eifert.-th¢' .Queen ~d Rep. Brad Finstad~· all the members of the (President O~rge· ·. don•t .. infotn1lillj':see each :other ~ :,muqh; 
R-New Ulm, the King. . . W.) Bush adririnistration;" Chandler said: .·Chandletsai4, <-< _ • : >- . .- · 

There are two diamonds · in the deck. . "We came .up with the idea about a year ago . . .. _ ·. The . cards: also serve , a·. practi'cal pur.,, · .. 
Rep; Doug Magnui, R-Slayton is thdwo but couldn't' get.it out in tune for the last · ·pos~ey .are _a way· for. legisfat(jrs ·fo · 

:of ·Diamonds' and Sen:· Jim Vickerman, session. We lcepOt real quiet." ·. .. . · •· ·. learn_·_ -- th~'Ji.anl~s -~~f~~~sof ·other Jegisla- r 
'DFL-Tracy, is the Ace. . · . The cards were passed out anhe Capitol tors, Ch~dler. sru,d. . . . · . . . . · 
. 'We'. didn't want to be involved in the o,n Monday. . . . .. · :.;s¢ifert:Jigure.s .'the · cru:ds will become 
busines_s of determining who went on what "It di~r cause quite a buzz at the · ~oll~tot's itetpsi . · · , . -· -.< . -~ _". µ~.:.J 
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I J/%;;'JStart visits Capitol . 

. . . . 

Area residents involved with Prairie 5 HeadStart recently visited. the 
. sta~e Capitol. During their trip to 'St. Paul, \he group met with local leg­
islators. Pictured, front row, from left are: state Rep. Aaron Peterson, 

· DFL-Madison, Anne Smith of Maynard, Rachel Rekedal of Marshall, 
Barb LudviQson of Madison and state·Rep. Lyle Koenen, DFL- Maynard • 
Middle row: Sen. Gary Kubly,. DFL-Granite Falls, Paula Boike of Maynard 
and Meghan-Reiman of Kandiyohi. Back row: Kathie·Grube of Marietta, 
Robert Heim of Benson· and Randy Schuerman of Appleton. Not pie-

. tured: Jodi Heidecke of Montevideo. Kubly said he was pleased the 

. group came to the Capitol to show their support for HeadStart.. 1 

t- . 
,. _..,_j 
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... ,,. ·.:-: ·}'.::x,I ~· HOUSE fro~6· ... · DFL view . . . 
_,_ . . ·. .. ·. . Poppe and House Mmonty . . -,;:; . L··eaders . . Leader.Matt Entenza,.DFL-St .. 

¥slattire)/ . . . -- . · . Pa~, deny that they. are push- · 
a.J • . ·•:.• .---· l'EYd h • polling 

. > .· .. .. · . .. .. _. . I truue t eir. "Mysuspicionis.th~Re~ubU-

'.\Pa'·rties ·.pin ! cornp.laints fn~~t:vi:::~.~.fie~_J~~~;· 
·· · · . · , . · _. , . even rruspronounce~ my name 

h · __ . .. . . . . . . ·.. . I over tac"· u· cs I [it's ·~oppy']. We're no_t saying . · opes on·· . anythmgaboutMr.Anderson. 
· • ·· ' · · That's one of the ·first rules: ·. . .... , ,,. . . . . . . i ► The Republican sweep Don't mention your opp.onent's 

. ·HO u·se races 'i t~t~~~:1i:~1!:~:f! I6~:ar~: ; -n~6;pe, howe;er, ~bje~ts to_ a. . 
· : · - · ,. · and the mos~ vulnerable elec- (stern letter that she received m . 

. . _ . . . . tion for legislators tends to be . 1Jrine from Stjggum accusing her . 
Both seek control, putting ... their second, before they get . of felonyviolati?ns .of Gampaign 

: · · ·. • . established. ' . law for her senes of 20 events 
pressure On all CailpaigITS . . 1 : Republkan·s_trategists con- . /-.c~ed "Popsicles in the _ Park 

STAR TRIBtlNE AUG .15''04 · · .. tendthattheywilllos~nomore withPoppe." _ . - · . . 
By Conrad deFiebre an~ Dane Smith .f than three to five seats, if any. · •.Sviggum.'s,lett~r .quotedstate . 
Star Tribune Staff Writers · · . '; The · GOP ··also is fielding ag- law prohibiting gifts of fpod or: 

· · _ . · . : . gressive campaigns against sev- · : other .itenis as part of election 
It's only mid~August, and already Republi- · eral vulne.rable DFLeis, some of : . ca.II1paigns; It omitted anotp:er 

can voters in the meatpacking t0wn of Austin, 1 them first-termers. . . clause of :the law exempting re- · 
Minn., say_ they are getting phone calls asking -'· _ · Sviggum, R-Kenyon, said he is fresh):nents "ofoominal value." 

· · whether they know thaf firs.t-t~im GOP state focµsing resources - a ·hoped- In an int_erview, Sviggum 
. Rep. Jeff Anderson voted against .increased : for$ I million in field-staffE:ifforts . ,stood by .fue letter, although he 
speridiJ1g on early childhood·programs and : andadvertising-onabouttwo has ·no plans .to press'the issue 
regulations aimed at curbing.-prib death. -; dozen of the 134 H:ouse -races. . further. 

· . Anderson's D FL Party challenger, Jeanne · · The ·targeted swing districts Poppe sai.d most, of her_pop~ .; 
Poppe, says she is befog unfairly poppe(l by are evenly split between DFL I sides wentto children too young 
· Republican House Speaker · -Steve Sviggum : · and Republican incumbents; ·· . to vote anyway." 
+ · · · · ' · · ·s · · · tt· t be the A din t E t _. , .1or g1vmg away pop- ~,~111it,'&i'!Jlfl.i'fi"'"f-,l,~1~,is"11.'1JA1'\°i;,"l'fl\1ii//•'i!J,b:t viggum 1s ge mg o . . . ccor . g o . n enza, 
sides · j1_i~«11,~i1i~;_:~!lh\!/l,!!'-j~f/ji/~xit.~l~i1-«~1 . stuff oflegend for his acumen at Sviggumis "making up issues be-. 
. • . . ·JP.l'}:f1·••:•"t ·i·ft '"'""··~ ~··•llj1\• '~~'!t\ '. • • .. • . . . . . • . " 

Two · ye_ars· · after }ltJi -. ~ . , , . , ,_ · 11! .''"if~il!fi~ . recrmtmg cand1dat~s an'd set- cause he's not ~oip.gyery "Yell. 
~e .Repubhcan ,elec- li.1?.~:)l'.;·1i_\•

1
_· ...... ,IJ .•. ~.··.1,.;'"'~l'1i.·\11~_:"1l.~'.·f_::i!.· 

1 
tin. g strategy. He engmeered the Th_ e push-pollmg ~e_gations_; 

tion . romp _o~ _2002 ~}1JI ·-,•;• .. ~!l ,"'
1

~:: :~;iiil\\t)t :1 1998 GOP H~use takeover after ·?ntenza added, are. pro~~bly 
sw~ped traditional . .. f«,\\~·~·;---.. ~l9·:"ti~\1\~r ·t·:l1fj; :/ almc;>st three decades of DFL .JUSt standard voter-1dentifica-
DFL strongholds such · t.11&lil~11\llii~t., \1'~i~\~~' -control and he has added to the tion calls.'~ . . . 111,,,~ a 12'r;.,Icra;1,l\'fS,\~j,,.[ll-1,\Si~"'l . . , . •. h · 1 . . . 
asAustin, thefightfor ~f'!;iJ~t~~_,.~.w~_~ti~.:;:f«'l\'&~1~-~-~Ji:.x,i•;t{i'll_'i!i · .Republicanmarginmeac ,e ec- Entenza said DFLers are " . 1•~\l-§8¥Si.{l!XQl:fi;ffii)I~'&l),,~❖.,W.~, _., -, · . 
control oftheMiru:ie- . ~i11$'il';~~,;\~ i@.\_~·".-.;~_m:,·~ (f.·&ef:~i•:i~~ tion since then. · . . • calling for bipartisan. efforts . . ~.. 5 51 - ' ee; ,f ,11;~ .. \w.\\'.!,,J .. r,,1 ' . . 

· sota House is_ on · · lll. il~~"_1,llii' ~t11°_,x•l ~.-l ."1i'<•f.w.i.·11';;,'l£1!(_1,:'IJ/i;.''. ,; . The GOP p· itch to voters he in education health care and · . • .,,.1,lll;a t ••,'tw:1.a ,· ell:!s::,1~Nx,,:11i't" · . - ' · ' . 
. · -· Though oyershad~ · · li-1.; t .. i,.:_a!&. \l!_i1~\i!~li).'._!l--~1;~Jf{_,t'i ·. said; is that' Republicans have transportation .rather _ than the 

· db'· .. · b b ~1 ~ 11w~!itli1s1u~-w1~%- ~".l!"•if~ ' " d .th b d "th GOP' " . th . high . y'' · owe y--a arp. urn- t,lt,1;'i{,~;~#l~,1,~~r~.\l ,~i:l_•,:''.x.~ ·{1~1 ; _. manage e stat_e u get WI . s my-way-or- e- wa • ·- · ~. ",GarlS!!l · ,1.f.l,,»l:Jl, , · ,,-;-,,!!, • • , · • • . . · . . • . 
er of 'i1 , pre~1d,ent1al · f,~!~'i!f.r1~[¥if,6~'ti!,~'lfi'll,,1~1/4 .1 the .nght pnonties. and hope [or approach, which he blamed for . 

· · - t ' t H,; · · · th '~''I'm ·1~1~ al~/i1iitlifPSl t .. ~,,i❖Xl ··th fut · hil t · 1ng thi" ' 1 · 1 ti' "dl ·k.-H · · con e.s , 1-1:u.s year,- . e 11.)11~.!_ \{t'ffe!fi11•,1;.-,\''i!iifi!~ !•'..,:x~w-t-•:v1,\~~:",~~tt~~ :. e we. - w. e no rais s years egis a ve gn oc e ·. 
H .- . . 1 " 1· . ' . till l't ea~~~~m,,ffit'li .. ,,~J,,i.'i! - . +--!l! " al 'h . . ·$1 milli" + ouse e1ec _1ons s · i,,i;,;· ")~;•iw'~Nf., .. li\1!',:,,t:;!J i ~l~i/ii~i~l~i ;: tax~s on 1i1.l.1lllles. . so opes to raise · on 1or 

. , ,11;;, .. ,: ,. .. ..get:1 :a .. e~ _., -~~':i;'''''°.. . . , . • • stand out as the only · ij.,11,, •,,, .. ,,."i ,~~i,iJi., .. 11,w:~tt.~.r,I ·: · Its an upbeat message that, targetedcampaignsmatleast 15 
partisan state ,gov~ ~1/f,i,«illi_;,i~":'~i_l~_k, il\l;I . .-, even though many cuts· w~nt d1str1cts - enough to .. win back 

• ttif'!.' .,\\!~ ... ui\?lt • ;" \i/' •<. ".1~N; t :•~\'· ~,,;\\"~:1'.f1~(::~: •, ! ' • I • • • • • 

. th ';~•1'%i rn" .. fm,~fl.~,;J~'jll~j\• ~,,.,,,, .. \ . . $4' 5 billi" b d t fix th th . . . . . . • ernment races on- e lli~~11_.~~.·~1t»f~.~is,i~_11i••~K~tl~_riii!.t:l11~:~_:·J_·'.llfi.' -. mto a . on u. ge , e e ma1onty. · 
N 2 ball t It' - if!;i01",W,,~\\I Wt(~1·;1m1~ll\·;: l~\~l~~( ; t tl . d d . h ols . . . ov. o . s con ti,,,,1,/iw·-;\J~"''il_·;, .. "'_:.WJl,~'.vw:,l~_~ll.i"_'.-·"'iti~MN:1:, cu s mos y av01_ e . sc o , . . h f th. ~•ilxi,s,1,,,,)ls:~~i '" ·' ffi'"'\ilili, .. ·~l1w1lK~~-, • .h . dth di bl d · summg muc o e . ,~l~t~i.',,!~ t~11,,.,1~lt:i_ ~ti!i?,l ~:rd~J , nursmg omes.an e sa e ,· . d f 1~1•-~f'''''''·••"·••~f•1Y>~'filif'ij\. ""''~ 'j;~i'""~r I • • .d d . . R money an energy o · i~:l!_:i9.1. g{~:~~•.~_:,~! 1!1ft~!~t~1~\.1l·; ::' .Sviggum sai .An 1t stresse~ . e-
. d i,}*"1•~ms w·'··"'1'"~ i:."''"1'""•i.wi~iI~·w · · · · · din 
mterest •groµps an . ~)l'i:llt':t~~t,~ .. ; __ tlb~_,; .. ~~'.\~i~l.f§_ ... ~;.:iitii_~. : publican plans for-newspen g . 
Party workers in part · lll.~·,:·1~'~~11'l1~'.;{~J~,,wifu.jt,~~\t1~fi : on all-day kindergarteri the: en- · · · . ' . .~J -,~;x,•ili .1~i~111i•,.~,1~i'I•:.,~,~~ , , . . 
because neither the · !~Jt·:~,,v_,.,,,,,, .. i~}t1··l~'1'-.~v,i~i~~iillt :. vironment and-jobs once rosier 

. . ill''i®.'t~ . ,~Jt,Q
1

,):$,.p:~ .-l"~•j,,,/I!' . . · DFL-controlled Iv;Iin- r\l\l'/JW_$!', .r.•:I-~_·1~ ~:••_:i,,\t\1'1~i?.'i!'fJl,~1-, 1 · fiscal times return · · 
· . · . · ~}~¥~~.EJ~~~ ~f.1~$t\i~4~Ii : . . . . · 

nesota Senate nor :•\.st~~1~.11M.:r.,ili,1'i;·:*~tl_~iili;1Ir~i\I't~_:11w:i'1~1~ , · . For his southern Mmnesota 
· · d. ffi f . !Jkii~li.l:ift.,~~11~~r,1ffe,~t,~~¾'1,~f''~\\~~~it : . . · An. d 3 6 . statewi e o ces o /IJ,,,11,~,'t,f,,,.,~.ii.,.,w~11~,tif1:,:,~'/Ji.w/J/,,,,1w;,.y,.-,'-'J.,~:, . . 1 constituents,• erson, , 1s 
. -governor or the U.S. . ~I adding his support for·a crack- . 
Senate will be up for election until -2006-. · · down on the methamphetatriine 
. House Republicans enjoy a majority of 81. : trade plaguing ruralMinneso.ta 

to 53, their biggest margin in more than 30 · combined with new treatment 
years. DFLers would have to pick up 15 seats ' .re'sources for addicts. "It's a big 
to regain the control they lost in 1998, and that issue down here," he said. 
appears to-be an uphill battle of mountainous As for the alleged telephone 
proportions. . . · .. · . attacks on· him - a common 

''Although a Democratic surge that woul~ . strategy known as "push-poll­
put them in the majority seems remote, the · ing," in which political op~ra­
size of the Republican rn,ajority-is vulnerable," tives pose, as unbiased survey 
University" of Minnesota political science Prof. . takers-Anderson said he won't 
Larry Jacobs kaid. Among ~e factors cited by . respond in.kin~. . • · · 
Jacobs that are likely to lead. to at least some. ·" . · "It usually lea,ds to attack ads 
DFL gains:· Jatet on, but I-don't think ilega-
► Of the 11 .House seats- decided by 5 per- ·tive campaigning is going to 

centage points or fewer in 2002, Republicans workin this district," he said. "It's 
won 10 of them. . . . . an unethical practice I won't be 
► Of the-11 .open seats this yea,r, 10 cur- . involved in." 

rently belong tp retin~·ng GOP members.· · · 

HOUSE·c.ontinues B6: · 
-A look q,t the 1 O mo hotl -~ ,ontest~d races. . 
_ ___:, Complaints about campaign tactics are be-

ginning early. · · 

" C OtAU--) 

I .. . . 

· ! · ''I'm not going to pre~ 
1 diet we'll be in the ma­
. jority. But I think it's tin 

1 

anti-incumbentyear-
i . People are going-to I:ie 
voting/or some change; · 
anti, that means DFL.''-

- Matt Entenza, 
House minority leader · 

~· 



· "I tlnnk we'll m~e very sub­
stantial gains," he said. 'Tm not 
going to predict we'll be. in the 
majority. But I think it's an -anti­
incumbent year. People are go~ 
ingto be voting for some change, 
and that: means DEL." 

Paybacktiine? 
Not to be· discounted wi.U ·be 

. . . 

· elected a ,legislator other than 
an incumbent cqnvert from the 
DFL or GOP, Jacobs' analysis 
shows that so-called "third par­
ties" have performed better in 
Minnesota than in surrounding 
states. In 2002; the other parties 
in Minnesota got at least 2 per- -
cent of the vote in 31 p1~rcerit of 
House races~ . . . · 1 . • · ·· 

Minnesota's smaller "major11po,- Moreover, more than a: dozen 
litical parties, the Indepe:,;i~ence . of the. other-party candidate~ in 
and the G;reen, which have been . Minnesota hit double digits in 
more· competitive in Minnesota 200_2, · arid five got more, votes 
legislative rat.es ' than . iri most · than the.winner's margin of vie., 
other states. ._ . . . · • tory,_ possibly influencing -the 

Tim Penny, the.former con~ outcome, Jacobs said; 
gressman and IP gubernatorial . · The final outcome depends 
candidate in 2002, said that as . · in part on forces beyon;d the 
many as .five or six of the par- control of candidates and.cau­
.ty's 21 legislative · candidates cus leaders. A big fa,ctoris the 
. may have a decent chance :of irripact _ofmass mailirigs byin-
winning. · On Minn~sota Public dependynt interest groups such 
Radio last wtek, Penny urged - as the· teachers union and vari..: 
listeners .to vote against incum- ·ous liberal-labor .groups for the 
bents in both dominant parties DFLers, and social conservatives . 
to register their disapproval of _ andbusinessinteiestsfortheRe­
the 2004 legislative ~eltdowri, · publicans. . .. . . . • . 
in which DFL and Republican · _. Sorrietimes'those groups will 
leaders failed to reach compro- · hitathemethatresonatesunex:_ 
mise even on legislation, that · pect~dly with voters; and some- · 

· both wanted, such as a bonding times their messages backfire . . 
bill for state capital _investment - .Gregg Peppin, a top Republi-
projects. · · . can caucus assistant, ·said, "The-

Penny · said IP leaders and .attack mail usually begins in Oc­
candidates will emphasize that · to bet, and you just never know 
voters should impose·a "burden whichdirectiontheindependent­
of proof on every incumbent to · expenditures-will take thiilgs." 
explain how they're not part of 
the problem;'' - ' · Thewriiersareat . . 

Although neither tlie IP nor . cdefiebre@s'ttirtribune.com . 
. ·· l . • . ·. 

the Greell: Party · has actually . -and rdsmith@startribune.com. 

r(ii) 
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Voters' asking lawmakers about special · session 
. . .. . ' . . \. ' . .· ·, . . : ' . . . . . . ' 

By Linda_ Vanderwerf . . ':'Hopefully if there is o!l,e, "I expec~ed ~ real chewing 
St ,-rr w, •t · . · we won't have a bunch of side out, and it didn't happen," 

a11 . n _e~ -issues;'' _ said · ReJ?, Aaron ,· Koen~n said. . 
State Sen. Steve Dfne's con- Peterson, DFL-Madison.. Legislators · said they 

· stituents have ''a pohte ···1evel . ·s~veral _legislators said th_ey e~countered some angry con- . 
of dissatisfaction" about the . . wer~ hopmg to see a special st~tue1:1ts,. but that was the ·. 
Legislature's 2004 session. sess10n soon. , .. . ~monty m tbe thre~ weeks_ 

"Our .failure t~ get the · job . ''l ~hi~k . we have ~o'.' .. so a :- s1~c,e_ . the_· Legislature 
dorie is. troubling to the pup- b~nctmg_ . bill can ·be passed1 ·.adjourned. : . . 
lict:said Dille, R-Dassel. -Dille. .. said: . . . Peterso:n_p~anned a strmg ?f 

H · . ·. D'll · d .. ... tlj' · -- A bondmg bill could pro- town meetmgs throughout.his 
1wevr, 1 ~-e an ~ 01 ~r .vide thousands · of construe- dtstrid th{s week. He found, . 

wesk. cen rat .tmdnethS.<? ·. _awk- -tion jobs across the state to his surprise, that ·people 
m~ ers c~n ac_ e -1~ ;';ee Juhnke said·_- · · ' really didn't seem _to wapt to . 
said constitu~nts haven t ~ad h b · ct· b'll . 1 d d -talk about the sesswn, · . 
much to say about the sess10n. T e on !ng 1 me u e . . . , , . . . 
· Th · · · · · · · • d d M · i6 several projects for the· _area At DeToy s Cafe 1~ Benson, 
. t e ,sbes110n en e d adyl_ , including torriado ' relief for Peterson . spoke . w1t4 Dale 
jus · · e1ore a . ea me · · t· T. 1·f· · · h · ·, f ·th · · db th . t t -· t ·t · Buffalo Lake and flood re ief o 1 son, . c a1rman o e . impose y es a e cons i u- · . . d -- • . Ch' "1:7: 11 , Eth· 1 t· Th · L · 1 t · l · d for Montevideo an Gramte . . 1ppew~ .. va ey · . ano 
i~m. . e egis a _ t.Jre c os_e · Falls. Money for the tiew_ air- · Cooperative. · . · . . 

w1t~out. agr~emen~ on . major port in Willmar was . iri the . Tolifson talked about 
legisl_atio11,. mcludmg. a state b·11· It I . . I ct · d b :ctg· ·ethanol legislation and the . 
bondmg bill or a plan for 1 ·. a so m~ u e r1 e . . 
t · h · ·t· c projects and 1mpr9vements importance of encouragmg . 
oug er sen ences ior sex for . college campuses the development . of value-

offenders. statewide. . . added agricultural products. · 
. • • "i(there were· a special s~s~ . . "I was pretty disappointed. 

Special session sion, the m9st comments I've . we ·were only two votes short 

WEST CENTRAL TRIBUNE 
WILLMAR, MN 

SATURDAY 16,927 
... h. · . · · , · . · heard are .. · 'do · something on the bonding bill _in the Sen-
T e . ,number one · questwn b t 'Tl,.,· ·t d · "' · d ate· " Peterson said If the bi' 11 · ---

h h • "' th • t· · a ou a.1.vv1ns s a 1um, sa1 , • . . . li'b ' ht b s·iiz· .. 
e · ears is_ is e~e .g?,mg . o • Rep. De·ari Urdahl . R~Grove had · passed in the- Senate, a • · . . - · - . · · . . : ·•· . n une P O O y 1

· ,mmeri 

JUN 5 2004 

• be a special sess10_r:i,. said . CitY: . Urdahl, an . ~tithor ;of c_omp~omise bill ·could have· Rep. ~~_ron P,e!erson, right, v1s1ts Tuesday with Allen And_erson of . rural Kerkhoven at 
. Rep. Al Juhnk~, DI:L Will~ar. books about sports and _the be~n sent to tbe,.gov~i:nor, he Sheme s Cafe m Kerkhoven. . . . .. . . . . . . 

,1'alk .of a special . sesswn 'Iwins, said · he'd heard .that . said. New. graduation standards, itics, :people ask what went ·"Rural areas got hammered ' · 
· stijrted ~efore la~makers left comme'nt froin a · mim~er 9f "I was really disappointed . a lower. blood alcohol limit wrong and say they do not pretty · hard (last year), arid I: 
. tb.,~ -Capitol, ~:[ disagr~em;nJ people? "not just ·'.in ball- in th~, thin_gs that ~idn't get . for · drun_ken dri~ing _offenses . like the "pai:tisan bickering' '. · -d_id~'t want ~hat to ;haP,pen.: 
~ta1fe~ t~r;:~n~ilal:t~a; . . a parks." . . don~, ··Tohfsop. said of the ~pd d_air_Y: · le_g1~Jat10n a_re they_sa~ durm~-the se~~~n. . ag~m," he sa1~. '·'I thmk i;>eo-_ . 
. · . · . . . . . • Rep. Lyle Koen.en, n .rL- sess10n. . ·. . . . mclu_ded _1~ .th~ hst,. he said. The hst of issues people ple ~re s<;>metimes surprised 

d
.Legfislative l~aders m~t Fri~ . Maynard, sai_d ~he. a,lso h~_ars · :~'.Tbere'_s a lot qf i1!1-portant Urd_ahl'_s -_district .will see a would like to see 'addressed · to ¥,nd _ that I'm frustrate(},, 
::':Ya ternoon for.new discus from people about a stadmm . . thmgs not .happenmg that • new state park · ·,t h t th 1 · 1 t too. . 

· s1ons after Gov. Tim Pawlenty • • · · · .· · ·h .. · ict b. h · · · · ,, . h · · .· . . . 1s1;1 s or , . . e e_gis a ~rs . , . . . i 

. . d t b k ff . fh' His constituents tend to urge s 9.u . e appenmg, . e . ,For Johnson comments said . • Rep Bud Heidgerken R--
agree o ac o s_ome ,o . is hirri to support it · he said · said. "It takes a team-effort. . . . . h · · b 1 · · · . · · ·. · ' · · 
requirements for . a .· special · ' · · · 1,. t · t . bl , ave een Jno.re .persona m Other issues brought up Freeport, .. said · · .his · con-~ . 

• • • ~& • • • • • • m n<;> _. goi.ng O . a~e my · nature: · · · • · · t·t t th · · f -
session. . · • • · . • local people; because it _takes _ . . . l!J-Cl ude ~edical :A~s~stance s 1 ~en s express . _e1~ rus . 

_. 'II.think the people general:- Unf1ntshed_ bus1ne$S. more· than one." . . Avonelle Johnso~, his wife, . hens on hfe est~te?, local g~w- trat~on .by sugges~n~g 1t may, 
_l~ want us t? pass -a · bonding . A recent Pioneer fress- Urdahl said he · does get has _ been und~rg~mg cancer ernnient fundmg,. n_urs1_ng· be time for term hm1~s. . , 
01~1, and I thm_k_they_want bet- Minnesota Public Radio poll some que·stions from his coli- treatments . . Cons~!tue:t;1ts fre- , homes, ·_school fun,dmg, da1ry "A lot of people making the! 
ter accountab1hty with sexual indicated · that Minnesotans stituents; · quently . · say, . .. You · and regulations and renewable decisions have .been there • a _ . 

I predators," Joh1_1son said: - . . , generally ~ave a low op~nion . ''A, general ·comment is -~ Av~melle hang ,m there," he energy. . . . . . lo,1;1-g time," h~ said: ''-'I'm not 
. Many constituents . and of the Legislature but not of how come you didn't get any- said. . On some · issues, · a lack of gomg to mention any name.s,:· 
~~her legislators h~ve sug- their own legislators. The thing . done " •he said. ''I' People also seem preoccu- · compro_mise · led to bills that . but it conies from ·both sides . 
g~~.ted a one-day.special1ses- . response from area . legisla-. remind people · we actually .pied with graduation, fishing some legislat9rs couldn't sup- of the aisle .... ·1 think that . 
si~n with a limited agenda, }l.e tors would seem to: bear that passed more bills than las_t and the: rain lately, he saict, ·port, said ; Sen. Gary Kubly, would. tak~ ~are of. some of: 
s,1,d. out. year." . . but when the t' lk turns to pol- . DFL-Gramte Falls. • the ammos1bes. "~ 

r-:::_. _ _ _ _ I - • . :__~-- \/ • ..-\ , A · c · ~ 
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REGIONAL MEETING:· 

BOLD Board· meets ·· 
with ·legislators. ' , 

BIRD· ISLAND'-'- BOLD 
. Schodl ·'.B,oard members urged . .. 
their _lo~al legislators Monday . _· 
to consider some relief for 
schooi districts strapped for 
capi_ta.f improvements. 

The ·cufrent fo:cmula has 
resuited in dwindling dollars . 
for capital expenses such ·as 
buildillg repairs, said· Howard · 
Caldwell: BOLD· superintend.:. . 
ent. "There's only' a limited' · ' · 
amount of dollars that have ·. 
been identified iri the fi.inding · 
prodess for capital impfove- . · · 
.men.ts." . . , . . ... 

Some projects~ such as roof 
replacement, can be so .: · 
expensive as to leave school 

· districts without' funds· to pay 
for arty other iniproverilents; 
he said. ·· _· · ·· 

At a meeting Monday with . 
• Sen. Gary KublY, J?Ft-Granite 
• Falls, and Rep. Ly)e Kae;geni 

DFL-Clarii*CitY, board mem­
bers suggested all<;>wing a .dis-: 
cret_ionary levy that school · · · 

· boards.could turn·to for;help ' ·· · 
witfrcapital ·exp_e·nses~·They · 

·, told the legislators that the · 
· pro~·ess neede_d_· to be.· eciu;i.: 

table; however,. so smaller ::· 
school' districts aren't at a dis- · 
. advanfag~ . . _ · ... 

1'tt~1tfist!fiMlin1 witfi}tfi't¥fu?o!LU 
stat~ ,J~~ J'a:t~tf ~v~~ 1~11~a~,~'.:;?, 
a reviewof-the'·upconnng·-ieg-.:..L;} ., 
islative session and issues · · 
with,_~9,uca#o·n ·ftuidiP,.g. • ·-.. - '-- . 

h In other.business 'Monday, : • '' 
Sandra-Gay was sworn Irt as · · 
the'-bhard's newest :member. · • 
slie fills-'a.-vacancythat .. _ · · 
expt:t~fiit the end of 2005. · 
Marg~ret Flerrunirig, who •· · ·· · 
:resigned-from the·poard to· · 
take ·a position with·the·' 
schdol district,• also·was,'rec­
ognize'c:l with ·a lVItnnesbta· _:-._,. 
School Boards ASsociation·· 
Director's Award. · . · -· . · · , ·. , 

· Th'.Ef boa:rd also: ·. ·· . ' ·. 
■ Reviewed and· accepted .. 

· the '.-2Q04 fiscal year audit, ·. ·_ . . 
which shows the BOLD .. · ·· . ·, . · 
Sch'odl District's budget in the ··, 

. black " , . ,- . . : . . ■'Declded: td seek more · . -· · . 
· infotm.ation: about what it :· . •. 
might take ·to upgrade the _ele-· 
mentary swimming pool ht ·· 
.Bircfisland. The pool is agjrig · 
and'has been closed because :· 
it·doesn't meet saJety_codes . . 
. School board .. :members\vanf 
to evaiuatethe cost and . 
exterifoffixing it before mak- · 
ing a 'decision. They als9 plan. 
to study data on hbw·· many .. . . 
students u·se the pool and ·how. 
ofter{ · .. ' .. ·. . 

1f Approved a property t~ 
levy of-$816,824.83; the maxi-· 
mum allowed. . . 

~AnneP.olta 

@ 
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l-lO~s~ -~embers . see cooperation. in their future 
· B.y Linda' Van~erwerf the grassroots net:wprk. I think we . The ~hift o( 13 H~use .seats from . more," -Peterson' said .. HThe :DFL . . 
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Represe·ntatives. / · on, wouip •mainta.in · said. ' ."I think the · sion, DFL legisfa- . f, 
; Hou.se RepubH- his offic'e;:,:,clespite . people .· are s·aying, · tors were'· so ; out- ~ 
cans· $arik from 1an the, . fosseiiP::·qf. his 'We've · had . -numbered ·.on com- ·. 
81-53;-rriajority to a caucus · ·enough."' · · mitt~_es ·that "we ' 
mu~p ; . . slim~er ·::'With ; : a · 28-vote · Increased coop-:- almost -felt like · 
splitof68 Repµbli- . .· _ · majority, House ~~- eration · "may be . . . · spectators," ·· as · 
cans to 66 DFL leg- _ Peterson Republicans · "did Koenen ·. one of the best Juhnke •. leaders decided . Ui'dahl 

· islators. · ·. what they wanted · . . things to . come out · . . ·. what · bills to hear: .··. 
· It may . have bee~i ~a used by to when they :wanted to" · for. the . . of a situation tha,t is not good for and · when to· hear them, Koenen •. 
voter anger over an unproductive. · past two years, said Rep. Lyle Koei . Republican,s," · s·aid Rep. . Dea·n said. . . . 
2004 • legislative• session or by nen DFL-Clara City. . . . · Urdanl, R-Grove City. . · .. ~ - The number ·of seats lost sur~ 
:attack adsAt might have been part ~ose ,days a:re o'ver, the law- . "Perhaps we \yill see more band- ; prlsed .. ma,ily .·people, . including 
o,f a grou_ridswelL of support for _makers said: Sin:ce it takes . 68 ing together· of -rural members, . Republican Gov. Tim Pawlenty~ . · 
Sen. John' Kerry, who carried .the votel? to pass a bill,- the -Republi., regardless of party,".he said; Pawlenty said·his issues and pri-

: state in the ·presidential race. · · can·s ar.e likely to . n~ed -·· minority . In fact, several lawmakers said orities. wouldn't" change, but t,hat 
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them," :.-said Rep. _~ · majority "if . every<:me's ·in their cuts made in the 2003 state budget . we govern,'' lie -riiaintained. ·' 
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· cou1dtake a hittndealing.with a -DF'L - withfew consequences, Urda.hl said. mar. ·. - . · . · · . · .' . • .· · · · ~awl~nty als? "h.~s to look m · the 
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Juhnke; who served in the .House with' more pressure, but there are c· ·erta· 1·n ·· the 2005 sessio_ n. · . · . . . ~fyesday) aI?,d said Great~r Mm~esota 

Th 1s part of this state," Johnson said. 
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. KERRY TAKES STATE, BUT BusHDOMINATES AREA t 
. . s 

. Bv DANA YosT 
Independent Editor 

Statewide, Kerry won the race LEGISLATURE 
in Minnesota, 51.08 to 47.61 for House District 20A: Rep . 
Bush. Aaron Peterson DFL-Madison 

MAR~HALI: . ~ S~ of the . In. tjie 7th; Co1:1gressional · 55.37. Jeff Moe~, fl-Hendricks', 
seven . countJ.es m . the D1stnct · race, · mcumbent . DFL 44 60 

· · ·. · 
· Independent's coverage area Rep. Collin Peterson won all five · · · · . . . . . • . 
· voted for President Bush on of his area . counties· .over House QiSlrict 20B. Rep. 
· -Tuesday night ·- some of them . Republican challenger ·navid . Lyle Koefl~n, DFL-Clar~ ~ity, 
handily. _ · . Sturrock of Marshall. · · · 53.49. Colin Berg , R-Ol1vIa, 

. The• only county in the area . . In Lyon County, Peterson beat 46.42. • 

Lyndon Fitzpatrick 38.35. · 
District · 5:: Harold . Solem 

.· 70.5a. E?ruce Baker 29.3.1. ·· · 

,,, 

l 

Lincoln ·I 
·Distrh:t ·1: ~ar,:ies Joh.ansen t 
50.32. Jim Nichols 49.68. · t 
District: 5: Joan Jagt 70.51. i 

· ·Phil. Leuriing 28.14. · · (; 
·i, that .voted for John Keny was Sturroct 55.08 to 44.82. Peterson House· District 21A: Rep. · 

Lac qui Parle, where Kef!Y won · won· iLiricohi County 65 .. 8~·. to Marty .Seifert, R~Marshali, 60.65. Mu_rray . 
by :a 52.63 to 46:09.margm over '. 34.12, and won Yellow.Medicme Pat Mellenth-in DFL-Marshall . · District 1: Kevin-Vickerman 

· Bush. ; 65.96 to 34.o1. 39 25 ' · ' · 56. 22 s·te·ve Johnso· n 43 56 . In L . . C . ty B : h . . P t al t k· L . . · · • · · · . · · . yon oun , us won e erson so . oo ac _qm D" . .218· . ·R D" t • t 2 . R b M ·1•· 
56.86 to 41.78. .. : ··.Parle .69.85 to 30.15,. and won . ~o_us~ 9str1ct . · e.p . · is r1c · 0 ert ? in~ : t 

Bush took Lmcoln .county Redwood 56.92 to 43.01. ~rad Finstad , R-New Ul(Tl, . . 47.44. Duane ~a~.lson _4:0.65 . . : .. 
51.97 to 46.59; he won Yellow Overall, Peterson won the dis- .· "59.53. Joe Eckstein, DFL-New Write-ins 1.1.91. · I; 
Medicine.49.98 to 48.61 ;.he won . trict · race 66.06 percent to Ulm, 40:37. ·., . . · District ~: William .Sauer . , ·, 
Redwood ·Co_imty 60.18 to 38;1~. · Sturrock's 33.86 percent . . f:l~u.~e .. D~trict 22A: ·Rep. . · 56.32 . . Edward R,euss~ -43.46. ff 

The president also won m . In_. th~ 1st Congres.s10nal . ·Dqug··Magnu$, R~-Slayton, 57.07. · . . . . · · . . 7i 

.. Murray C?unty, _54.40 to 44.38; · D~stnct, mcumbent .GOP. · Rep; Kathryn Ness, DFL-Pipestone, Pipestone, . . . f 
·and he clarmed Pipestone County Gil qutknecht won_ both local ·42 _80_. · · District 1: Luke Johnson·· i 
60:93 .to 37.76. . . counties - captunng Murray · .· . '.. .. . . . . --f-

The; numbers. are based on . 56.33 to DFL challenger -Leigh . . . . . 48.61 . Ed .loll 48.03. Wnte-,ns ~; 
fmal but unofficial figures.report- · Pomeroy's 37.21. Gutknecht also COUNTY .BOARDS · 3.36. · . . . . . . J 
ed on the Minnes.ota Secretary of wqn Pipestone 61.37 to" 31.13. (contested races) Distri.ct 5 :_Jerry Remund. . .$ 
State's election Web site. . Gutknecht won re-elec~ion Lyon . 52.37; Erv Pribyl 47,17:- :1 

"Southwest Minnesota . tends . with 5_9.60 percent of ' the vote District 4: Steve Ritter 55.96...~- - · ·~•~ 
to ~e. a little· conserva~v.e," sai_d ove!all. Pomeroy e~ed 35.40. .Jerry Gladis 43.81 . · · 
Chris · McHomey, a political sci- . . District ·s: Mark Goodenow 
en~e professor at So_uthw_est. ~ere are fi?al results for.other 52.49. C.J . Molitor 47.34_ 
Mmnesota State Umvers1ty. maJor races m the _area. In the 
'\~,Iid this con~essional district five local legi.slative races, · .. _. .. . . . ... , .... . •-···" .. . ·-. 

,v.ot~{i.f?~ ~u~~~- ~000-i So'thls;is . i incuin~~~t~J VQn,t;very .. election: , . . __ :L~-~ :.~~· ~~rle ... , .. . ·· ·~•··-·-'. -•- ~"·~-"--~-
Ii0.Memolylsmpri:smg.:!:n l 1 . , i ;·.. . . ' '. . . C •• : -:: '' I g 1sJ.m:J"..-,.:r "To.dd:Pa~2er.o t 341:{?, . i. 

i; ' ' '. .. . •:>:i ·1··---. ; ·,·, )~-,. .·_:• ·;, ·.. \{r;·, J ;,: ,•: ·~;, , ,: t .; ~( I ~ ~ 1-ii,p.f !iii .~~ •:> .{; l~li"-'!l'i •¢tr(";;;' ~ . i',/\1 . 

-~ 



,...::. ... ". . 0·~ :1~ 
, ' ~- .I . ·•' ,/ ~'":¥~ . + u . 

\I 1.r• · · · ·. ·.• . · 

TOP RACES 

AT_ A GLANCE 

j·5 
WEST CENTRAL TRIBUNE 

WILLMAR, MN 
WEDNESDAY 16,927 

NOV 3 2004 

111111111111 llllll lllll 111111111111111111111111111111111111 

~ ','R;S\' ; " '· ,' .r . .Jerition . . wNEsOE4 affePfNG SERV/cE 

. He~LJlts as6f 1- .~tm. 367 .3300 XI 
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. · .U.S. President nationwide·· 
. : i3o' petc~nt .ofprecj nets (ep~rti(Jg ' . . 

. ;:_.'Geo.r.geW. Bus,h .· ·49.,ss1is1s 

·,?~:"~!Ei~;~1:~~~{ 'J 
·: :U.S. PresidenPn)v1irib¢sota: ·: 

·. . 3,022 of 4, 108 j3r~c}nti1 iep~rtityg . . . . . 
· .George. W:Bus.h. 1,007:,792 .­
. Johri_ F .. Kerry ·:1, 1'26,_487 · 

7th: Congressional ·oiitrlct · 
·~-55 of °t, 241 .precincts rep,orting•· 
Collin· Peterson·.,. 117,575 · 
.Qavid Stu:rroc~ . · -59,.295 · 

:' Willmar local . option sales tax .. . 
·. Seven o·f ,12 p~e~in.6ts r~porting . . 

Yes . . ·2, t 78 . 
· No 2;91.5 · 

· MN House District13A ,. 
. : ·80 'p'ercent of precincts reportirjg 
... Bud .. H~id.g_erken ·. 10,221 · . . 
. Bruce'Shuck.·. .<, 4168'1? > 

.' .·,.: 

._, MN House ):>i~tdottss · .. '.~ · 
.- 39. of47 precincts'reporting . · • 

.. .- Al<Juhnke·. · ·5,708:' ; .. 
Bonnie Wilhelm ·t:? ;31-9 

MN ,HousE{Di~frict 1· as · • 
, Ft• ""'92' ~efrJen(ofpfei)~CtS-r€po_fti~g_: ·. ·; 

DavidDetert ·· · ·· .·8,130.: 
Dean Urdahl ·.10;013_ 

· ·MN House District 20A 
_·. /;}5 p~r~ent of.p~eciricts reporting 
. :Jeff Moen .. . 6,'923 

Aaron Peterson . 8,525 

MN House District 208 • 
. . 85 pe,rcent of precinc,ts reporting · .. 
· Colin Berg 5,797 · · 
, Lyle Koenen 7,160 

MN House Distri.ct 21A. • 
67 percent of precincts .reporting · · 
Pat Menenthin . 5, 1-34 · 
Marty S~ifert -· ·7,839 .. 

! 
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- ~~TORS HEAR ABOUT ABE . V · 

r'l'ffi]earning now' 
Those involved with Adult Basic 
Education classes let state legislators 
know· importance of local programs -
BY RAE KRUGER 
Independent Staff Writer -

_ MARSHALL -- Legislators get 
plenty of statistics to read during the 
legislativy session, and _ on Monday 
officials from several local agencies 
wanted to make s,ure a group oflegisla­
tors met the people who make those 
statistics. 

ABE was the place to get it, he said. 
Fox · was one of . more than two 

dozen participants in ABE programs, in 
Workforce Center and Private Industry 
Council programs who shared short 
stories of why they are participating in 
programs sponsored by the thr~e agen-
cies. · 

Five state legislators and a _represen­
tative •from. · u:s. Sen. Mark Dayton's _ 
office heard.the stories. · . · _ People like 17-year-old Kenny Fox 

who lives in Marshall. Fox worlcs part­
time at K-Mart and is taking classes to 
obtain his 'GED. , , , , 

"I've progressed a lpt since I first 
came here," Fox said of taking classes 
at Adult Basic Education. 

. They were: Sen. Jim Vickerman.,. 
DFL-Tracy; Rep.- Marty Seifert, -R-. 
Marshall;· Rep. Doug Magnus, R- : . -.~f~~,~ : '•·\:::· . · F?l;iqto by Greg Devereaux 

Sl_ay~on; Rep. Ly~e Koenena DFL-Clar~ \ Rep. Doug Magnu§'~:-R~l~V,9.n, foreground, and R~p. Lyle_ Koenen, DFL-Clara 
City, Rep . Aaion Peterson, DFL City, were two of theJive· le!iisl~ors who heard stor1es about -how Adult Basic 

_ · Fox followed the suggestion of 
those who said if he wanted his GED, 'ABE PAGE8A 'F -

, Education, Workforc,~'.eenter anlPrlvate Industry Council programs help the'" dur­
, Ing a prese~io~ii,1:tijJ J.y_o~·Co.-·nty Government Center_ on Mond,y .. -

; ·: \~/;:'/\'~ .. ' . :: . . , ... . . 

--
ABE FROM PAGE lA F 

V -

Madison and . Sen. D·ennis. 
Frederickson, R-New Ulm. Gary 
Wertish represented Dayton. 

''She wants to better herself," 
Lois Wentzel said of her daughter 
Justine; who takes GED classes 
in,Marshall. 

As Wentzel told legislators 
about her daughter's classes, she 
.cried. · 

After the presentation Wentzel 
said her daughter took some time _ 
to decide to take the classes, and 
now, she's determined to fiiµsh. 

-Justine Wentzel travels from 
Pipestone four days a week and _is 
driven by her mother or aunt. 

She likes ~he Marshall _struc- -
ture,- Justine .Wentzel said. 

Better than when she was in 
school, she said. 

"I'm learning now," Justine 
Wentzel said. ; 

. Allen Erickson of Russell said 
he couldn't 'tum on a computer 
, before he attended computer 

classes through the agencies. 
_ Without the referral from job 
service, Erickson said; "l would­
n't know how to do it." · 

Erickson had been laid off 
from his job. 

He· continues to look for a new 
job. .-

References between - the 
Workforce Center, PIC and ABE 
happen frequently in Marshall 
and other counties in s.outhwest­
em Minnesota; employees said. 

That kind of communication -

classes. _ 
"I want to better my future, I 

want to better my son's future," 
she said. "I like - to practice 

· English, I want to talk, talk .. . " · 
Said also participates in the 

. Family Literacy program where 
during a recent class- she did role 
playing in various jobs. 

One of her roles was recep­
tionist. 

"A receptionist talks with the 
customers; answers the phone, 
can give money back ... " she said. 

- doesn't occur elsewhere in the · 
state, said Lois Schmidt, the 
facilitator of Monday's presenta-

_- Said may not be r~ceptionist 
today, but participants and 
agency employees said . the pro­
grams are about helping people 
with what they want to be tomor­
row. 

tion. . -
- i,It doesn't always happen,.but 

it happens here, very well," 
Schmidt said. 

Halimo Said, a . native of 
Somalia, arrived after 
parent/teacher conferences to tell 
the legislators why she likes 
English as a Second Language 

For some, that tomorrow 
. could be in several years; for oth­
ers, life could improve signifi­
cantly after they pass their fin~ 
GED test in a few months. 
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. :'·MINNESOTA OPINION 

Here's a look 
1at &ndidates 
theThbune 

·[endorsed 
. i • 

innesota an.ct· the rest 
of America go to the 

· polls Tuesday as citi­
zens cast their ballots 

. in num~rous races, 
from local school board races up to 
the race for president 
: As in any election, every vote 
~nJ~luding yours is important as it 
;ca~n make a difference. So please 
take the time to complete your 
bvic duty and vote on Tues.day. 
: ]\fost Minnesota polling places 
w.i'll open at 7 a.m. Tuesday· c;1nd all . 
:wfll close at 8 p.m. To learn where 
:to 'vote, you can call your city· clerk 
:or county auditor. You may also . 
:check outthe secretary of state's 
W~b site at: www.sos.state.mn.us. 
; The West Central Tribune made a 
· '.series of candidate endorsements 
. :in· recent weeks. Our endorsements 
:were based on interviews with. the . 
:candidates and/or .their responses 
:to =our questionnaires, a review of 
;their backgrounds, and our knowl­
:e:dge of the candidates. 
; :Here is a .review of those endorse-
:rnents: · 

:federal offi.c.es 
: :President, vice president: :George 
;w: ·Bush and Richard Cheney. The· 
·:Republican ticket from Texas and 
:Wyoming. They have served one 
:te-i·m. · 
: -:House 7th District: Collin Peter­
;so.n. A conservative Democrat from 
:Detroit Lakes, he is a six-term 
:i~~],!-P}bept. He bolqs a , seat on· the 
;Agriculture com.n_i.~ttee. · · 
, f ~ • 

~~'tate offices.·· 
: : House 1_3A: llll .. tLlicl.d,gerken,..or • 
;B~uce Shuck. The on.e-te.rm incum­
:hent, Heidgerken is a former 
:teacher and small .business own'er. 
:He is the Republican candidate 
:from Freeport. Shuck is the second­
:time challenger and is a farmer 
:arid sales re.presentative. He is also 
:a.former Kandiyohi County com­
:~issioner. He is the Demo~ratic 
:candidate from Sunburg. 
: House 13B: Al Juhnke. He is the • 
four-term incumbent and is a teal 
'.estate appraiser. He is a Democrat 
:from Willmar. 
'. ·House 14B: Jim DeRose. He is a • 
:former teacher and c·urrent .small 
;business owner. He is a Republican 
'.from Richmond. 
; -House 18B: James Detert. He is a• 
:family practice physician. He is a 
:Democrat from Litchfield. 
: -l{ouse 20A: Aaron Peterson. He · is • 
:th~ one-term incumbent and is a 
:la.nd-use consultant. He is a Derrio-­
·crat from Madison. 

• : .. House 20B: Lyle Koenen. He is a • 
·one-term incumbent and is a · 
:farmer. He is a Democrat from May­
:nard. 

:Kandiyohi County offices· 
: District 2: De·nnis Peterson or 
:.Alan Welle. Peterson is the three­
:t~rm incumbent and a farmer. A . 
;former township officer, Peterson 
:lives in Green Lake Township. 
:Welle is the challenger and is a 
'. public school teacher.- A former 
:state legislator, Welle lives·on · · · 
:Eagle Lake near Willmar. · · ' . 

:~ity of Willmar _ 
: ,Local-option sales ta.,J.=-·Vbte ·"yes" 
·on local-option sales!t:ax to fund 

' :rour economic development proj­
'. ects - completion of new airport 
'. a'rid expansion of industrial park; 
:p'urchase 60 acres of Willmar · 
:Regional Treatment Center land; 
'. eipand city trails connecting to 
'. regional . trails and connect the · 
:wmmar Civic Center and Blue Line 
'. Club buildings; 
: •Ward 2: D. Michael Burgett. He 
:gTew µp in Kandiyohi County. He is 
:an attorney and lives in Willmar. As 
:a-young father, he can bring a 
:unique perspec.tive to the council. 
: Ward 4: Jay Lawton. He has 
:served ·on the city's planning and 
:zdning board as well as several city 
'. task forces. He has lived in Willmar 
'f-or 15 years and works at the distri­
~oution cente·r at Jennie-0 Turkey 
~sto·re . . ·. . · .. · .. : '1 ·: . . • 

@ 



HOUSE DISTRICT 20B .. , 

Colin Berg 

I eagerly signed The l,)efense of Maniage Pledge, which 
states: "I pledge to support allowing the people_ of Minnesota to · 
vote -on whether our State Constitution should be amended to p:r:o­
vide that maniage or its legal equivalent is limited only to the · 
union of one man and one woman." 

Some people say that we don't need a constitutional amend-
ment . .. that it's already a matter of law. People in other states 

had similar opinions, only to find thei! laws 
struck down in the courts as unconstitutional. 

We also Iieed to be reminded that laws 
change over time. They are amended and .. 
repealed. Constitutions i;i.fe amended less fre~ 
quently. The purpose of a Constitutional amend­
ment would be to state our intentions in no 
uncertain terms and to inake them permanent. 

Refer back to the wording of the Pledge. . 
Notice that legislato:i;s don't pass the constitu­
tional amendments themselves. They simply 
allow the amendment to be placed on the ballot 

• "' · ·- · - and decided by the voters. 
BERG 

R-OUVIA 
Some legislators and candidates suggest that 

this amendment is divisive should not be a cam­
paign issue. I respond that, since· it is .already 
Minnesota law, it is only divisive because those 

opposed to the amendment make it so. If they would .allow . 
Minnesotans to vote on and pass the amendment, the issue goes 
away. 

Others argue that the am~ndment is discriminatory. My posi­
tion is that it is just the opposite. We are not treating anyone dif­
ferently, we are treating everyone exactly the same. Regardless of 
your race, color, creed, or religion, we are using the same legal 
definition of maniage for everyone. 

Doesn't this inte:i;fere with our personal freedoms? No, not 
really. There will still' be unmanied couples living together, 
whether heterosexual or gay. We have laws. against bigamy and 
polygamy and no one suggests that those laws interfere with per-
sonal freedoms. . . 

In two nights at the Renville County Fair, there were l 09 peo­
ple who signed a petition calling for the Constitutional amend­
ment defini,ng maniage. Many more would have signed had they 
known about the petition. People want to vote on this amend­
ment. Let's give the people what they want. 

. KOENEN 
DFL·MAYNARD 

..... 

The bill that passed ·off the House floor in , 
the Minnesota House of Representatives would 
have put the question on the Nov. 2 ballot. It 
would have asked voters to decide if maniage · 
between man and woman only should be added 
to Minnesota's Constitution as an amendment. 

Marriage between same-sex partners is ille­
gal and not recognized in our state no matter if 
the same-sex maniage is recognized elsewhere 
or not. This is in statute at this time. 

I co-authqr the· Maniage Amendment bill 
and, of course, voted for it. Maniage should be 
between one man and one woman only. · 
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Detett is • .. 
; . . . . . ', }_ ··. . . . ·• 

best·••··choic~··· 
. . . . . 

for House · 
District.··18B 

, h·e Minnesota ·House-18B •·. 
. ·. race-features Repu_bli~ari -.· . 

incurribenf Dean Utdahl . · 
and .Democ:ra11c ~cnalfenger 

. . .' • · ,: : : David• Detert. A competitive 
race, this 2004 rnatchup is ~ re-run of 

. the 2002 ·Republican primary, when 
-Urdahl defeated Detert by only 292 
votes-.6ut ofi,722 cast . . · · . ) . 

Di'st:rict. 18B includes all of Meeker 
Cou,nty, except for Coltinwood· and 

• Cedar Mills townships, and six town-· 
... ships in ·western Wright County. This · 

is -~-growing d·istr_ict, e~pecially in the _ 
easterri"sector. · . · . . 

. . The West Centr~l Tri-
bune recommends 
Detert as the best 
·choice for .the vote·rs of 

· District 20B. , · ~; . 
•·. ' -Detert ·haslleell'a fam­
ily ·practice- physician in 
,Litchfield 16 ye·ars and 

Detert in Redwood Falls for 6 
, . . . . years. A U.S. Navy·and 

Minnesota.Army National Guard vet­
eran; .he has medic~! and leadership 
e·xpertence from th~· military. 
. With health care costs. are a top 
issue through.out Minn~sota, Detert's · 
medical expei-ience will bri_ng a_n 
important insight and perspective to 
the Legislature discussion on this 
issue. · · 

Detert has six years of experience , 
on the.Litchfield School Board .and 

. has ,served-· as 'president' of the school ·. 
foundation. 

Raised on a Martin County farm, 
·. Detert is familfar with· agricultural 

issues. 'The dairy industry, inclu_ding 

~~1~t~W~~fo1}La-, 
M(Jeker Cou:t;1ty~ · · . · · . 

.Both .candidates agree education 
·and tra·nsporta-tion.·are important .­
is~ues for the district and rural Min- . · 
-nesota. .· . . 

Urdahl .has taught and coached in 
the New tondon.,Spi cer District · - · · 
since 1971: •.He operates' a private . 

. painting business; is· a published 
· author and. has. served on :·several 
·state boards.· He has also been 
involved· in ·Republican politics. . . 

·: After· winning his legislative seat-in · · 
.2002 .on his fo,urth tri, Urd.ahl has 
worked hard for his district .. Among 

· his ac·complishments are legislation 
for agricultural. production.facilities -

. to gualify'for: state.Joan progra:i;ns. and 
. · establishment of Gre·en Lake· State · 

Paik-However, Urdahi is. caµglit . 
between a caucus increasingly doini"' 
nated by suburban legislators and t~e 

· rural needs· of his distric't. 
Detert' s . experiEmce .and back­

ground . will h·elp him better rep:re- · 
. sent the needs of the ·district and its 
citizens. . · . 
. We e·ndorse Detert for . election in 

District 20B. 

Find Out More: · · .. . · 
·Dean. Urd<ihl: {651) ~296-4344; · 
urdahls@hotinail.com . , . 

>David Detert: .(320) 693-8014·; _. _ 
www.deterlfor18b.homeste.ad.com 

® 
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yle Koenen 
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. .. - . . . - . . 

. . TheLiv.estock T~~k Force addfessed .seven areas of concern for 
livesto.ck fanners, ·s1ting, MPCA permits, NPDES pemrits, animal • 

. . units, alternative eJ?.vironmental review, financing; and education. 
. . . . · . . · · ·. . · 1. Siting-The LivestockTask Force did riot reach consensus 

I grew up on a diversified crops and.livestock fann in Western on this one, but set up a subgroup to have recommendations ready · 
Minnesota. When lwas growing up, livestockope~ations were': · by Nov. L Livestock farmers, I _believe, need predictability in sit-

' considered a normal part of produstion agi;icultui:e: _Some livestock · . ing regulations along· with guidance in moving · 
operations were larger, some were'sinaller, but all s1zes·of opera- through the process. Minnesota is a very diverse 
tions were accepted: · ! . ·. ·• · · · -· · , . state, so _a cookie-cutter approach will not work. 

The key questions are: l) ,Can livestock be raised in an enviro11- With the feedback I got on local control, it is 
.mentally safe way? 2) Are people and 'livestock compatible : .. can ~i!flu:iiil!.illl■ · very clearJocal:control must be protected. 

_ they co..,exist in relative peace ·and hannony? · . · · 2. MPCA permits - It would be very helpful 
· · · California is renowned for its environmental , · t.o livestock-fanners to have MPCA help farmers 

policies, yet ai;iirnal agriculture is promi~ent · witl_i the permitting process. This help must be . 
tbere. Based· on the 2002 Census of Agnculture, available to fanns of all sizes. 
California has almost the same number of farm . . . 3; NPDES permits ---:' This should be directed 

.· acres as Minnesota.- At the same tim~, California at the permit process for advanced technologies . 
has over sixty percent more annual revenue from · . · · such as manure digesters. NPDES is National 

· ' livestock sales than Mi1;1Ilesot~. Sixty percent DFL~~ENEN · -Po~ution:Disc~arg~ E~ation_Syst~in permits . 
. 1 more revenue under .stnct enVlfonmental stan- . AYNARD which MPCA 1s resp:ons1ble• for m Minnesota. 
· <lards . .. yes, it can be done! · 4. Animal units -The.Environmental . . 

. · Calif3>rnia also has almost _seven times as . :·Q_ualitf Board_ (EQB) is directed to evaluate animal-unit thresholds 
·many piopk as Minnesota, based on the 2000 . . tnggenng env1ronmental assessment work sheets (EAWs) .and 

BERG 
R·Ol.lVIA 

Census. ~even times the people and 60 percent . . "-.report by Nov,· 1. On this one we need to move slowly as changes . 
more livestock revenue would suggest compati- ' ' were passed into law in this area this past session. It's -import~tto: 

· bility. · . . . · se'1 how these changes will a:ffect'the process and the end result. 
California is just one example. Pennsylvania · 1 5. Alternative environmental review -This is targeted at the 

. . . has almost 250 percent of the population of :. yery small minority. of the largest feedlots, many which are 
. Minnesota and.over 250 percent of the livestock revenue per acre . mvestor-owried. My first coJ}cern is independent family fanns, a . · 
· of Minnesota. Now I'm not suggesting that we should increas.e . .· very latge majority of fann~rs in Minnesota. For these reasons, tiiis 
' livestock production in Minnesota by 250 percent, but I do think one is l_o.w o~ my list ofpril}rities. · · . .· . 
: tha.t there is room for livestock expansion within our state. 6. Fmancmg - MDA ~d DEED are to review state loan and 

. . A second ag-related issue in Minnesota is renewable fuels. With . grant. programs to ·better meet _the fmancing needs of livestock .pro-
. support form :the Minn~sota legislature, ethanol is blended :in . · . ducers. !his Me is very important for farmers and has my full sup-
almost every :gallon. of gasoline sold in Minnesota; E-a5, an 85 · port. This money should be available to independent family farin-
··percent ethanol fuel blenq, fs becomirtg sought after by operators . ers. The loans should have caps so a few very large feedlots do not 
· of Flex Fuel Vehicles. Bio-diesel is growing both in popularity and . use all .the funds .. ~-, 
demand. . . .. . . . · I . ·. 7 .· E<;lucation - .This area directs state agencies to support edu~ 

Once the Federal government passes a national energy policy, , .' cation:prograin,s :on thejinportance of animal agriculture to the 
the demand for renewable ftJ.els· will grow exponentially. · . · sta,te's economy. I believe this educati,on should also include infor-· 

An important revenue source from renewable fuels is the sal~ of ·mation on the iraportance'.of family farms ,and how impori:ant they 
the co-product-: the _fililterial _left after processing the_ corn and the , are to rµral commu_niti<'iS and econo_my. · · · ·· · · 
soybeans. The co-products from the renewable fuels mdustry are : . Summacy: . . ·. . . . · . 
high-qual.ity lives_tock feeds. The expansipn of ai'.rimal agricl!lture · · ~e. rep_ort,jI believe,- should _have sp~nt ,more time on helping . 
in Minnesota would financially benefit tlie rep.ewable fuels mdus- begmnmg mdependent fanners. Also, .slistamable and organic . . · . 

· try. ·· . . · · farmers were not. addfesseq: Organic farming is growing at 20:per-
. Another ao issue that needs to be addressed is the·negotiation of · cent per year,, and should not be ignored. · . · .. 

. ... !:he Cent+al~~*~ f;re~:Tp~de<Agreemi:mt (CAFTA).-The sugar ~ ·_ -. .- Profitability is imp~rtant if.fanners are to continue farmirig. , 
'. ;'.Ji¥1usrry··.'f.iJ,ljgf1U~ Y.!iifr·H_, \§t!1~%G~Wq ,g~_µ-rep~a~~y: d~-a~~~ '?Y: '.' ·. '..,1 

· S~me agency personnel ,and legislators say the state c~ 't ~o. ~y-
~' '.G4Ff,'.\_ ,li$t9°Xeft.J.C;>nsJ ~f~Q. -:t-p.i;it m~o place, YesJ,~:~1'.l~};-....-:,--;.':; : 'r, _ thing about pnce, however, .. MDA does have a marketing div1s1on . 
. 'riational,4oow1~:i~urit.i&-~§Q'.•a..st;it~ i~Onc.ern. . .,,; , . ' ···, . . . , .. . . Remember, under th~ cummt pennitting pro?ess ~e of the top 

Whatfs at stake? .CAFfA.could adversely •a:ffect over 730,000 · 20 largest hog feedlots m the Umted States are m Minnesota. · . 
acres of sugar beets.produced by more than2,000 farmers in .' · · Minn_esota is No: 1 in turkey production and has 46 dajry fa.nils . 
fyfiIµ1esota: and North Dakota. If the sugar industry falters, ~o ._ tirilking 590 cows, or niore, an increase ·of 25 percent inJ:tlill!i$to": ·: ·. ' 
woulcl a majority of those 2,000f~s. The 730,000 sugar beet year. · · ' · · · · · · 
acres would likely go into corn, soybean, and wheat production, 
which could cause lower prices for those commodities. 

It's not-just tbe•f<l-fl1lers that would be harmed. Add. to the list all 
- of the people who work at the ·be~t plants, the individi,.ials that . . 

count on the sugar income to support local business, .µid our 
churches, .schools, and communities. We will all' lose if the sugar 
·industry f liils. · · . 

Although there are a numb~r of the.challenges that face agncul­
ttire, there are an equal number of opportunities. Agriculture has ·. 

. never changed as fast as it ha.s in the last ten years. The demand, for 
food and :fiber is rapidly expanding. Farmers. need to be involve~ in · 
the decision-making process to ensure that .appr:opriate rules, .regu- . 
lations, and agreements_ are. enact~d._ · 1 ' 
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DIS"'[RICT 20B \ 
.__,. .. \j 

KOeD.Jh looks 
strong in£o 
Bv ToM BERG 
Independent Sports Editor 

MARSHALL-With 79 per­
cent of the precincts reporting 
Tuesday night in the District 20B • 
race in the Minnesota House, · 
incumbent Lyle Koenen led chal­
lenger Colin Berg by about 7 per-
cent. · 

Koenen had 6,306 votes (54 
percent) to 5,340 (46 percent) for 
Berg. 

District 20B includes part of 
Yellow Medicine County, and 
Chippewa and Renville counties. 

Koenen, DFL-Clara City, is 
seeking his second term in the 
House. 

The race was a rematch of the 
2002 election, where Koenen 
prevailed. 

"I'm satisfied so far," Koenen 
said Tuesday night. "There's no 
way I'm calling this race over 
yet...I'm cautiously optimistic." 

"There's still quite a ways to 
go," said Berg, R-Olivia. 
"There's still most of cities in 
Renville County, which is my 
strength. So we'll see." 

The two candidates said there 
wasn't a huge issue that defined 
the race. 

- "I don't lmow if there's been a 
big issue," Berg said. "I admitted 
in our debates that I feel we have 
some differences that are signifi­
cant, but compared to most can­
didates in most races, our differ­
ences are smaller and fewer." 
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"I don't lrnow if there's a lot of 

separat1on," Koenen. said. 
"There's a lot of issues where 
we're really kind of similar." 

Neither candidate was ready 
to declare the race over Tuesday 
night, however. 

"I hope for a 1,200-vote 
advantage in Renville County," 
Berg said. "I was hoping I could 
close the gap in both Yellow 
Medicine and Chippewa coun­
ties ... if it isn't meant to be, it's 
not meant to be." 

"It's a little too early to call," 
Koenen said. "We'll see when the 
final numbers come." 



EDITORIAL : 

/~c®/f(E~) 
Gettmg an early 

read 
@ elections 

he 2004 campaign season isn't just 'about 
the presidency. Plenty of local race.s will 
be on the ballot this fall, too. And, · 
already, local political insiders are ·trying 
to figure out who might be running in 
November. 

One thing's for sure: There will be at least one 
rematch of a 2002 legislative race, while other leg­
islative races, so far, are not so defined. 

The rematch: Republican Colin Berg will run 
again against state Rep. Lyle Koenen, DFL-Maynard. • 
Koenen defeated Berg in 2002 in the District 20B 
House race. The district includes part of Yellow 
Medicine County. 

Berg's family confirmed Monday that he's plan­
ning to run against Koenen again. Berg is the son of 
longtime state Sen. Charlie Berg. 

But in other area House races, so far, the incum­
bents are standing alone. 
' • District 20A: Rep. Aaron Peterson, DFL­
Madison, is the incumbent. His Republican chal­
lenger from 2002, Jeff Moen of Hendricks, probably 
won't run this year, his family said. 
, • District 21A: Rep. Marty Seifert, R-Marshall, is 

the incumbent after another lopsided victory in 2002. 
There had-been some mention in Marshall in the 

last month that Southwest Minnesota State professor, 
Joseph Diaz, might run against Seifert. 

But when asked directly about the race last week, 
Diaz said he was not running. He considered entering 
the campaign, but is going to spend the summer in 
Europe as a visiting professor. 

"We will be back at the start of the school year, 
but I don't think it's a good idea to be out of the U.S. 
for such a long period in the middle and towards the 
end of the election season," Diaz said. "I lmow that I, 
as a voter, would have a problem with a candidate 
who wasn't even in the country during the cam­
paign), so I notified the state leaders that I was 
declining their support for that reason and decided 
not to run this term." 

Diaz, who has drawn national attention because of 
his book about witnessing an execution in Florida, 
didn't rule out future campaigns, though. 

"It was a very tough decision because of the sup­
port that we were shown by people in the community 
and at the state level," he said. "Butl'm young (32 
years old) and plan to have a long political life ... " 
• • District 22A: Rep. Doug Magnus, R-Slayton, 

unseated longtime lawmaker Ted Winter of Fulda in 
2002. Winter is not planning on a rematch, according 
to his 2002 campaign: He's started a new business 
and would not have time to nm against Magnus this 
ye~. 

According to the state Campaign Finance Board, 
no other candidates have filed against incumbents in 
those House races, either. 

While there are still many months before the 
November election, ti.me is, in some ways, running 
short for candidate~ hoping to make a serious run at 
the House this year - especially against incumbents 
who'll get more media attention in coming weeks as 
the legislative session begins. 

Tony Doom of Marshall, one of the leaders of the 
local DFL party, said DFL officials are working on 
finding candidates for local races. 

There is always a need for c;ontested races, 
because they tend to bring much more focus on 
issues of importance to the area- especially when 
candidates square off in debates over those issues. 

And that's particularly true, now. As we've said 
several times, this is a pivotal year for rural 
Minnesota. How will St. Paul treat an area that cer­
tainly was a loser in last year's legislative session, 
and do candidates or incumbents have ideas on how 
to improve the area's_ status in St. Paul? 

There's one other race of potential major local 
impact this fall, too: U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson, DFL­
Minn., is up for re-election. Peterson, of Detroit 
Lakes, represents the 7th Congressional District, 
which includes Marshall and Lyon County. 

David Sturrock, the Marshall city councilman and 
SMSU professor, has said he is considering a chal­
lenge to Peterson. If so, it will be an interesting - if 
not, perhaps - an uphill challenge. Peterson handily 

1 won the race in 2002, and has been an elected official 
for 22 years. Will Stmrnck be able to generate inter-

, est and support in a district that's one of the largest, 
_ geographically, in the country? 

On the other hand, StuITock is a lmowledgeable 
'. political scientist with a deep interest in policy. If he 
: runs, that, too, could make for some compelling 
' debates between Sturrock and Peterson. . 
; The campaign season is under way. Let's hope · 1 
1 good, committed candidates emerge over coming 

weeks and months. 
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--· ne 1v1mnesota House 20B 
race, a re-run of the 2002 
race, features Democrat 
first-termer Lyle :E(oenen 
and Republican chaffenger 

Colin Berg. This year, as in 2002, finds 
both candidates commendably focus­
ing on the issues of importance for 
their district. 

Koenen defeated Berg by only 255 
votes in 2002. Koenen now has the 
experience of one legislative term and 
is the incumbent. However, Berg ran 
well in 2002 as a Republican in what 
is considered a Democratic-lea,ning 
district. 

District 20B lies along the -Minnesota 
River, including all of Chippewa and 
Renville counties and.part of Yellow 
Medicine County. The primary_cities 
are Montevideo, Olivia and Granite 
Falls, all the county seats of their 

Koenen 

respective counties. 
The West Central Tri­

bune recommends Koe­
nen as the appropriate 
choice for the voters of 
District 20B. 

This is a race between 
two individuals with 
many similar .positions. 
Both candidates consid-

er themselves conservative on social 
issues, like abortion and gay marriage. 
They describe· themselves moderates 
on other issues, such as budgets and 
education. Neither candidate has 
signed a no-tax pledge keeping their 
options open on the budget deficit. 

Both men have made their careers 
in agriculture, the primary industry in 
the district. Koenen was a long-time 
dairy farmer and Berg was a long-time 
agricultural educator. 

Koenen knows the needs and con­
cerns of his rural district. He's 

· focused on rural energy issues, such 
as ethanol and bio-diesel and the 
growing potential of wind. He is sup-

. portive of increasing the gas tax to 
support transportation. He is con­
cerned about the impact of cuts in 
local government aid and K12 educa­
tion funding during the recent state 
budget cuts. 

A shy individual, Koenen has 
learned to campaign and how to. rep­
resent his district. He also has two 
years of experience in the Legislature 
which is valuable. 

Berg is more outgoing than his oppo­
nent. His background in agriculture 
and education are strong points. This 
is reflected in his priority for agricul­
tural .issues. 

The biggest challenge for Berg is the 
House's Republican majoritY, which is 
currently dominated by metro suburb 
conservatives. One wonder~ if Berg 
could have much influence fn this 
House Republican caucus, especially 
as a first-termer. 

Koenen is better positioned to repre­
sent the needs of all the people in this 
rural and diverse district. 

We endorse Koenen for re-election 
in District 20B. 

Find Out More: 
Lyle Koenen: (320) 847-4305 
Colin Berg: (320) 523-5925 
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·sumers will ultimately .suffer. . . ·but .~he . da.,y .after ·:: Maynard.,,The pharmacists repre-

Rural residents ·_will lose the I'm :q.ot:so sµre.:" :-, .' ".s ented communities from Apple-
local· ac_cess _while. not realizi:ug: . . ·."You :qori'.t -:rn~S '•Frh.z . . ..·, . ton and ~ens~ri to Granite Falls 
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1:1 'Ph-arma-cies: Rural-owners worry·aboutfuture · 
~ -Co_ntinuef!, from _Al 

··They were joined by hospital and 
nursing home administrators, pub­
lic hea!th and social service rep:r:e­
sentative.s in the region. 

They ': told the legislators that 
practices by large insurance com­

. panies and the prescription benefit 
' .managers that oversee contracts 

with pharmacies are steering cus­
tomers to large-volume discount 
chains like Target, Kmart and Wal­
Mart,. and to -mail-order firms. 

Long distances 
Fritz said Blue Cross Blue Shield 

recently sent letters· to residents of 
.the . Clara City Care Center; telling. 
them that his pharmacy 'was no 
long(:)r part of.the company's select 
n~twork of drug p:ro'Vi,ders. The Jet­
ter stated that they could .fill their 
prescriptions at out-of-town, chain 
-pharmacies instead. . 

Other rural pharmacies .. have 
been similarly affected, according 
fo Fii.tz. The Minnesota Department 
of .. Health recently filed · a · 90-day, 
ceas~ and desist order that requires 
Blue'Jii{;ross -Blue Shield · to honor 
prescriptions filled by· the rural 
pharmacists. Fritz said the letter 
that went to nursing hom:e residents 
came-as he was negcitiatingwifhthe 
insurance provider,. and ·that he 
remains part of the network of 
approved providers. · 

It's a problem for rural health 
care providers as well. Tom Richter, 
CEO of the .·Madison Lutheran · 
Home, said 42 of the nursing home;s . 
92 residents · received letters at 
year's end telling theni that :their 
local pharmacy was not part of the 
Blue.Plus provider network 

Blue Cross Blue Shield eventual­
ly suggested Richter try a pharmacy 
in Worthington, which is 114 miles 
away. "I don't think they understand 

· the difficulties we have in the rural 
area," said the nursing home 
administrator. 

Profit ma·rgins 
At the heart of the issue for phar-

·Pharmacists ·.~ay there's -more· 
at stake than convenience 
By Tom. Cherveny 

' Staff Writer 

Kris Boike, a nurse with the 
public health agency, said a lack 
of local access could also mean ·· 

MONTEVIDEO :_ Lifelong cus- that some p~opl~ will go without · 
t<?mers _have walked into pharma- n~eded med1cat10n. Many of the 
c1st Dave Arneson's· store in Mon- clients her agency serves have 
tevi_deo ~ith tears in their eyes, limite~ resources. "They are 
tell~ng him_ they cai;i no longer do strugg!mg to have a car that runs," 
busmess with him. v . . . . ·. she said. . 
. Arneson told State .Sen . . Gary · . Social · service workers also . 
Kubly :and $tat.e Rep., Lyle Koe- noted , that -·taxpayers ultimately 

· nen on Friday that they show him pay ~he . costs when insurance 
letters . from . . their insurance pr()VIders. and o,thers restrict · 
providers .stating: they can no .. acce~s_. • ·peggy Heglund, Yellow . 
longer use his services. The let- Med1cme County Family Services . 

.. ~ers steer the c1;1stomers . to mail- dir~ctor, s•aid 100 Blue.· _Cross Blue··· I. 
order firms or q.1scount .chains for . Sh!eld customers m ,,.,J:;aiiby 
their prescription needs, he said. sw1~~hed_ to .the nonprofit 'UCare·:-, 

Yet Arneson saic:!. he is .the per- network Her.office saw increased 
son the former customers: still call : expenses managing · the · switch .. 

• ~t 3 a.m. when they have ques- . The cost of tra~potting clients to 
t10ns about the dru,gs they are tak- out-of-town · VCare providers are 
ing. Many times, they also return · now greater as well, she pointed . 
to the s~ore, asking if th(:)y c~ buy out. . . • · . ·. · . . · . . · 
a few pills. It's not uncommon for _The pharmacists pom.ted to Gov. · . . . 
their mail-order ·prescription to Tim Pawlenty's recent qecision to'· . I 
arrive late, leaving. them with an OJ:!en . Canadian pharmacfos to · 
empty pill bottle. Mmnesota · consumers via the 
•.· There's more at stake than p,ro~ Internet. Barry Jungwirth, Clark's · 
!ect~l)g access to life-saving ·thed- · R_exall D1'lg, Bfnson, : said Cana- · 

. 1cat10ns in the hometown phar- dian pharmacies enjoy -advan- · 
macY, according to · social. service tage~. ·. • . . ·. .. . · · · . . ·. 
and public health representatives . . Th~ . C~pa~1an . -governm,ent •· 
who met . Ftjday in Montevideo. n.egotiates volume . prices for the · · 
Many he_alth . care consumers, . . company; -7'.lle _Can~dian govern- .· 

· e~pecially senior. ci~izens, rely on . ~en~ dqes riot allow drug. compa-· · 
their local .pharmacist to .·lieip !( n,1es _to adv~rtise _dit~·ctlyJo con- ' 
them manage the complex mix of· sumers;-,;so .,-.q.rug•· pnces in the . · 
drugs they may need, said . Liz . countr.y .do .. not -include -those 
Aue~, director of Countryside · costs. ~d, American consu;m~:rs 
Pilbllc Health. .. . ·. are fund mg most of the research , 

What she called the "teaching and development for drugs. · · · 
piece" provided by . hometown . . The add~d rub, said Jungwirth, 
:pharmacists can be life-savil),g in . 1s that Mmn~sota requires . he 
itself. It helps prevent accidental ass~ss. a 2 percent tax on the. pre- • 
misuse and makes sure that the . script.Ion orders h_e fills. "Why 
patients realize the full benefit of should I have to pay that and take 
the drug regimes, she said. care of Canada?" he asked. · 

macists is the contracts that pre- .insurance companies, not the con- care providers remains a problem. 
scription benefit managers require sumers, he said. . . · • · . The pharmacists said the extent 
of rural pharmacies to be included Arneson noted that since 1987, he of the problem will become appar­
in their networks of drug providers. has seen his reimbursement rates · ent as they retire and find it impos­
They require the · pharmacies to reduced seven to eight times, while sible to sell their businesses. It will 
accept reimbursements for pre- his costs have increased. leave their communities without ~ 
scriptions at rates that allow very The pharmacists said state law pharmacy and make it all the .hard-
little margin, said the pharmacists. allows · the · discrimination against er for the towns to · · 

Large-volume discount chains rural providers. It allows prescrip- attract and keep 
and mail-order firms agree to the tion benefit managers and insur- young families. . 
same reimbursement rates, but ance companies to establish net- Jeffrey. Lopez, 
they have tvlro distinct advantages. . works if a· consumer has access to a chairman of _ the 
■ They·sell a much larger volume provider in a 60-mile::r~dius. That Chippewa . County . 

of drugs· and can manage with a · makes it easy to exclude small-town Board of CQmmis- · 
lowe.r rnar31n. ..., pharmacies~ sin<;e there is usu~lly a . . , sioners, said the . 

I b 'ii '.Arit\~ '15ecaus~•·1arme1 fa1ge vol- large, 'd'l~t!obrtt::eha'ttl?~t-O're Witfl1n~c1•;; , . ~ ~ui\cy . hosted the-3.!.~ 
· t um~i,tthey:-are able•tciotlta'i:h ,:rel:fates radius that large. 'The .federal , , ~, Ill:eeting due to , . .the~: 
!. l ana' itJ.facou:hts · from::drug· suppliers Medi car~ ~pto:gramt ~:fo'qtifr~si'\~f'15- .? ~opez ~ 1

' ' y ./ <\'\ 'urgeney of the prob-
that small town pharmacists can- mile radius, they noted. lem. "We haye a tire · 
not. . . Also mail-order firms are. able to · that is going· flat fast," he said, 

Large discount_ chains are also in fill 90:day prescriptions under net- adding that rural · health care 
a position to operate their pharma- work plans, while small-town. phar- providers heed to make state and · 
cies at a low margin for another rea- . macies are . limited to 30-day pre- federal lawmakers aware of the 
son, according to· Barry Junwirth, script.ions. · Insurance companies problem. 
Clark's Rexall Drug, Benson. They "steer" consume.rs to the mail- The pharmacists have also been 
view their pharmacy services as a order firms by assessing a $10 co- in contact with the Attorney Gener­
~'loss leader" that brings c~stomers pay on the 30-day prescription, and al's office. . 

. mto the front part of their stores a $20 co-pay on the 90-day prescrip- Y~t even 1f they are su_ccessful . 
once a month. · tion. agamst Blue Cross Blue Shield, the 

Arneson and other pharmacists , · pharmacists said other threats lie 
also p.ointed out that the practice of Future down the · road. Pharmacist · Don 
establishing network drug prices , Saucke, Granite Drug, Granite 
means that consumers essentially Sen. Kubly told the ·pharmacists Falls, said ' the new federal 
pay the same for their prescriptions that there-is a bill in the Senate that Medicare reimbursement rates are 
no matter where they go. The "sav- aims to address some of. their con- pegged at or below the costs 
ings" .- squeezed from the pharma- cerns, but that the bigger issue · of incurred by independent, rural 
cists' margins go directly to the discrimination: against rural health pharmacies in filling them. 

-~~f· 
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COCal control suffers under Gov. Pawlenty 
BY REP. LYhE KQENEN • W owned facilities. Some counties or townships care and housing prisoners: The same thing 
DFL-Mcfynard \f::f!EJ are more open to these operations than oth- happened when cuts ~ere nnposed m 4-H 

ers; and that should be their decision. I trust programs and Extension. 
great many different issues will 
be discussed during the 2004 
legislative session, but the 
biggest "tinder the radar" issue 
is the ongoing erosion of local 
control in many areas of 

Minnesota government. 
The question of local control vs. top-down 

government is most obvious - for rural J?eO­
ple, at least - in the controversy over ammal 
agriculture and livestock feedlots. But we are 
also seeing questions about local control 
raised in education, in property taxes and 
local government finance, and in other areas 
like 4-H and Extension Service cuts. 

The animai agriculture issue is likely to 
come to ·a head later this session. The power­
ful economic interests advocating bigger and. 
bigger feedlots want the state to write the. 
rules, replacing the local law's and re~latJ.ons 
created by rural counties and townships. The 
reason is simple: They don't want to deal 
with crowds of ornery rural folks at local 
zoning hearings every time they want to set 
up another large-scale feedlot. It's m~ch easi­
er to have lobbyists work the system m the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture, and 
have regulations written in some office in St. 
Paul. 

I strongly believe in local control on this 
issue, because it is the local residents and 
local governments who have to deal with the 
effect of living next door to big livestock 
operations. Our current system works well, 
and few people raise objections to individual 
family farmers expanding_their operations. 

The problems arise with larger investor-

county and township officials to know what The message of Republican leaders to 
their constituents want. But in places where local officials was simply to take over pro-
people don't want large feedlots, why should grams and duties that the state was dropping. 
they be imposed on that community by the Many cities and counties went through some 
power of the stat~? . . very tough decisions about budgets and taxes 

Local control 1s emergmg as an nnportant because the state imposed these new burdens 
issue in education as well. The Legislature is on them. · 
currently reviewing proposed learning stan- The gradual disappearance of local control 
<lards in social studies and science, following is a very fundamental change in Minnesota 
adoption of reading and math standards last government. Local control means local peo-
year. While much of the discussion has been ple have a say in their own future. T?p-?own 
over the apparent political bent of the social- government gives the power to special mter-
studies standards, again the question of local est groups who can hire lobbyists and ~u-
control vs. top-down government is a more . ence the Legislature and the state agencies. 
fundamental question. It's a very dangerous development for rural 

Education Commissioner Cheri Pearson · Minnesota. 
Yecke,' who is pushing these n,ew standards; 
is strangely disrespectful of local control of 
schools - especially for a self-proclaimed 
conservative who claims to believe in smaller 
government. The well-meani~g ~v~ for 
accquntability in schools, which ~s a worth-
while goal, seems to have been sidetracked 
into top-down imposition of politically 
designed standards and operational direc-
tives. 

Ignoring local control issues has cost 
Commissioner Yecke a great deal of support · 
in the Legislature. Many DFLers, including 
myself, oppose confirmation of her appoint­
ment. Even some conservative groups have 
begun to question her top-dow~ style. . . 
· The erosion of local control is also hittmg 
local governments . In last year's Republican­
designed budget plan, cities and counties lost 
millions in state aid, but were given a host of 
new responsibilities for things like health 
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Budget, bon~ing at top of 2004 
@ legislative agenda 

Bv REP, Lvu; KOENEN • 
OFL-Miiynard · 

get deficit. 

new year will bring a new 
legislative session, but 
unfortunately lawmakers 
will be tackling an old f amil­
iar topic when they return to 
St. Paul on Feb. 2: the bud-

The Finance Department forecast a 
$185 million deficit in a report issued last 
December. They will issue an updated 
forecast at the end of February, and tnat's 
the one that will be used for budgetary 
decisions this year. With Minnesota's 
economy still in the doldrums· 

no one expects things to get any better. 
In fact, with good-paying jobs being 
replaced with low-wage, no.a:benefits jobs 
at an increasing pace, the state budget 
might even get worse. 

This session will also see action on the 
state bonding bill for building projects. I 
was very pleased to see Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty endorse a $635,000 package to 
assist Buffalo Lake in recovering from 
last summer's tornado and $1.98 million 
for the Montevideo flood control project. 
flowever, the governor declined to fund 
the $1.5 million request for the Bird 
Island sewer separation project, acquisi­
tion of flood-prone properties in Granite 
Falls or the Ag Initiative Center in Olivia. 
The fate of several remodeling projects 
proposed for Minnesota West College in 
Granite Falls remains uncertain, because 
the governor recommended few higher­
education requests. I plan to work with 
Sen. Gary Kubly to seek approval for all 
the projects in our area. 

The bonding bill will be part of the 
overall budget package, since the cost of 

paying off bonds into the future has to be 
part of the budget mix - just as a family 
budget has to allow for the monthly mmi­
gage payment. But like a family, the state 
budget has to cover both short-term and 
long-term needs. I'm concerned that we 
may end up sacrificing long-term benefits 
to cover the short-term need to balance 
the budget, particularly in areas of great­
est interest to rural Minnesota. 

In most segments of the budget - par­
ticularly in major categories 'like Local 
Government Aid, education, health care 
and transportation - the cuts made in 
2003 have already begun to damage the 
long-term needs of rural communities. 
The local-aid cuts have forced property 
tax increases av~raging 11 percent for 
average-value homes and 5 percent to 6 
percent for businesses across southwest 
and west-central Minnesota. That hurts 
our ability to attract new business and 
new residents. The ·viability of our mral 
communities is threatened if we can't 
offer good schools, good roads and local­
ly available health care - to say nothing · 
of the cuts to ethanol development and 4-
H. 

The truth is, Minnesota's budget pic­
ture won't get better until its economy 
gets .better. The deficit has persisted, 
despite all the budget cuts, because 
income and ~ales tax revenues are running 
some $500 million less than what was 
expected when the budget was written last 
May. Thousands remain out of work, and 
even those still working aren't spending. 
· So it's probably unrealistic to expect 

the Legislature to undo many, or even 
any, of the direct budget cuts made in' 
2003. What we should be doing thi$ year 
is laying out the road map for handling 
the ongoing and long-term needs of rural 

communities. 
Particularly in rural Minnesota, we 

need good-paying jobs, more develop­
ment of the wind and agri-fuels industries, 
better roads and better communications. 
Those are the core of a new strategy for 
rural economic growth I am supporting 
with other rural lawmakers. 

This new strategy, "Growing . 
· Minnesota," calls for Minnesota to seek 
out emerging industries, like nanotechnol­
ogy or genetics, and home-grown energy 
development including wind power, 
ethanol and soy-based biodiesel produc­
tion. Supporting the growth effort is a 
renewed commitment to improving rural 
roads and telecommunications facilities, 

· such as high-speed Internet and statewide, 
gap-free cell phone service. 

Minnesota's home-grown ethanol 
industry, which is largely owned by co­
ops of local farmers and business owners, 
is a model of how the public and private 
sectors can work together to create pros-
perity. · 

The key fact about the success of 
ethanol is that the profits stayed at home. 
We ought to aim for that with wind, 
biodiesel and other new industries. The 
question is whether we in rural Minnesota 
will eat the pie we bake, or let someone 
else take it and leave us crumbs. 

As always, I enjoy hearing from con­
stituents on public issues. You can reach 
me at the Capitol at ( 651) 296-4346 or 
write to 327 State Office Building, St. 
Paul, Minn. 55155. You can reach me at 
home at 175 30th Ave S.E., Maynard, 
Minn. 56260, telephone ( 320) 367-2556. 
Computer users can send e-mail to 
rep.lyle.koenen@house.mn or visit my 
Web site at www.house.mn/20b. 
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Local political family has 3 office holders 

CLARA CITY - George W Bush kept 
a political family's tradition intact, and 
so did a Chippewa Coun- · 
ty father and his two 
sons. 

With Tuesday's elec­
tion results now tabulat­
ed, three members of the 
Koenen family won elect­
ed offices. 

Kenneth Koenen won 
re-election to his seat on Kenneth 
the Chippewa County 
Board by defeating challenger Larry 
Kittelson by 726 to 527. 

His son Lyle won re-election to the 
Minnesota House of Representatives 

.for District 20B by hold­
ing off a secona chal­
lenge (rom Colin Berg. 
Ko_en.ep., D-Clara City, 
and Berg, R-Olivia, had 
battled for the post two 
years ago. Lyle Koenen 
lost his first bid for state 
office when he chal­
lenged Colin Berg's 
father Charlie Berg for a Lyle 
State Senate seat in 
2000. 

Lyle's younger brother Kurt made his 

first foray into elected office by winning 
the mayor's job in Clara City. Kurt Koe­
nen was unopposed for 
the post and collected 
557 votes. 

There was another 
political family in the 
making, but the husband 
and wife team were 
unsuccessful in their 
bids for city offices in , 
Appleton. Jeff Stitt 
sought the mayor's job Kurt 
and his wife Amy wanted 
a seat on the City Council. 

- Tom Cherveny 
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. If this is so, why are we paying more and more? Reasons 
mclude new or increased fees of $400 million, cuts to local units 
of_gov:ernment of over $300 million while not easing mandates, 
shifts m ~choo~ funding to local property tax. 

The d1scuss1on was never no new taxes, but instead who is 
going to pay and how. The tax discus~ion 
should be fair tax policy. 

Households with incomes over '$500,000 
(tol? ~ percen! of taxpayers) pay 8.4 percent of 
therr mcome m tax, mcluding property, income 
and sales. The rest of Minnesota citizens pay 
~etween_ 11 percent to 12 percent of their 
mcome m tax. In the interest of fairness, these 
levels in terms of percentage of income paid in 
tax should; be equal. This could allow a small 
tax cut for most Minnesotans. 

Also, irl the interest of fairness, corporate tax 
KOENEN loopholes should be closed. Local business 

DFL·MAYNARD owners th~t compete with corporations who pay 
no tax ?r little tax are at a competitive disadvan­
tage. Sixty-one percent of corporations in this 

country pay no income tax. 
The 200~ session cuts were made that were not spread evenly 

across the different budget areas. Before that session started we 
w~re ,hearing from leadership. The pain must be spread evenly. 
D1dn t happen! · 

With the likelihoo~ of another budget deficit, cuts must be 
ma~e e:venly and not Just from this point going forward, but also 
taking mto consideration the 2003 cuts. 

It is important to remember when talking about taxes, that the 
Now N~w T~ pledge was never a reality for most Minnesotans. 
µ you lived m the wealthy outer-ring suburbs with a household 
mcome ?f $500,000 per year you have a positive impact from the 
pledge, if not, you are paying a higher percentage of your income 
m taxes. 
. The p~ce <?f govefil!11en~ (state and local tax revenue/personal 
mcome) m Minnesota 1s gomg down, projected to decrease from . 
16 percent to 15 percent by "2007." 
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The first thing that has to happen is to have 
all_ rural legislatures present and vote for rural 
Mmneso_ta. Over and over again, I would see 
rural legislators vote against their own districts 
'and vote for bills favoring the metro. Just 
because the Republican majority caucus .is con­
trolled by metro interests is no reason for its 
rural members to _follow their marching orders. 

The next step 1s to take each issue and find 
metro communities that may have similar inter-

KOENEN e~t to rural Minnesota, if possible, and work 
with their legislators on the common goal. 

DFL·MAYNARD Examnl~s would be Minneapolis and St. Paul 
on schoq)l funding and Local Government Aid · 
(LGA). ,<-

. I've also found tha~ some metro area legislators are willing to 
listen and le~ ~hen 1t comes to rural issues. Take advantage of 
these opportumtles. 

L_ 
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;Local incumbents dominate challengers 
-------------J~ Sturrock, garnered 33.84 percent. unopposed. Incumbent SWCD unopposed. 

By KURT NESBITT~ Many of the area incumbents in candidates Richard Schroepfer, S01l and Water Conservation 
Journal Staff Writer the Minnesota House of Repre- Ervin Windschitl and Jack Vogel Di~trict candidates James 

NEW ULM - With a couple 
: exceptions, the incumbent state 
· and county officials held onto 
their seats in Tuesday's election. 

With the exception of one state 
House race, practically all of the 
representatives that held office 
before the election were allowed 
another term. 

A total of 94,656 voters turned 
up at the polls in Blue Earth, 
Brown, Nicollet, Redwood, 
Renville, Sibley and Watonwan 

. counties for the election, keeping 
turnouts on a par with the last 
presidential election in 2000. 

For the most part; the votes 
went towards the Bush-Cheney 
ticket although the Kerry-Ed­
wards team won the most votes 
two area counties. Brown and 
Redwood counties had the high­
est percentages voting for Bush 

. and Cheney - 60 percent -
while Blue Earth and Nicollet 

. counties showed the highest 
turnouts for Kerry and Edwards 
with 51 percent and 50 percent 
respectively. 

· In the Congressional races, 
Republican Congressman Gil 
Gutknecht held on to his seat in 
Congressional District 1. 

In Congressional District 7, 
DFLer Colin Peterson won 66 
percent of the votes while his 
challenger, Republican David E. 

sentatives were re-elected Tues- also ran unopposed. Schafer, Bill Rademacher and . 
day. Nicollet County Loyal Fischer ran unopposed, 
• In District 20B, DFLei; Lyle Incumbent Nicollet County Sibley County 
Koene~ received 53 percent of Commissioner James Stenson ran Incumbent Sibley County 
the overall vote and his chal- unopposed in the county's second commissioners Bill Pinske and 
lenger, Republican Colin Berg, commissioner district. Leo L. Bauer both ran unopposed 
got 46 percent. David Haack defeated Harry J. and were ·re-elected with roughly 

Republican Marty Seifert won Jeness in Nicollet County's fourth 99 percent of the votes. 
re-election to his seat in House commissioner district, 1,930 SWCD candidates Gary 

• District 21A with 60 percent of votes to 1,276 votes. Schaefer and Gerald K. Smith ran 
the ove:rall vote while challenger The three candidates for the unopposed. David Trebelhorn 
Pat Mellenthin, a DFLer, received Nicollet County Soil and Water beat Michael B. Mueller in Dis-
39.28 percent. Seifert also earned Conservation District, El1on H. trict 4 with 60.66 percent of the 
60 percent of the votes in Red- Brown, Bruce Hulke and Gerald vote, while Mueller received 
wood County and Mellenthin re- Rodning, ran unopposed. 39.22 percent. 
ceived 39 percent. · Redwood County Watonwan County 

Republic~ Brad Finstad won Incumbent Redwood County Dwayne Krenz ran unopposed 
• re-election in House District 21B commissioners Brian Kletscher and was elected to commissioner 

with 59 percel}.t 9f the overall and Eugene H. Short ran un~p- district 1. John A. Baerg, who al­
vote. His opponent, DFLer Joe posed. so ran unopposed, won District 5. 
Eckstein, won 40 percent of the Donald Steffen defeated Bill Berg beat Jerry Engstrom in 
overall vote. Finstad's best num- David Geis for the supervisor of District 3 with 60.32 _percent to 
bers were in Redwood County, SWCD District 2, 63.9 percentto Engstrom's 38.72 percent. 
where he won 61 percent of the 35.95 percent. A write-in candidate in SWCD 
vote. Sixty p'ercent of Brown SWCD candidates Ralph Heil- District 3 received 100 percent of 
County voters cast votes for Fin- ing and Tom Daub ran unop- the votes. Sanford "Sandy" Seib-
stad and 53 percent of the voters posed. ert and Steve Wilke ran unop-
in Watonwan County selected the Renville County posed in SWCD districts. 
same. Eckstein's highest return Incumbent Renville County 
was· in Watonwan County, where commissioners Ralph G. Novot-
46 percent marked their ballots ny and Gale Dahlager both ran 
beside his name. Eckstein's worst 
numbers were Redwood County 
at 38 percent of the vote. 

Brown County 
Incumbent Brown County 

commissioners Richard Seeboth 
and Charles Guggisberg both ran 
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Like father, like sons 
Family shares passion for public service 
By Tom Cherveny @ p?~TIIBTIJRTI --~ Lyle said the family's involvement 

. ~ in farming played a role in their 
Staff Wnter political interests too. State and 

CLARA CITY - They don't have 
a sprawling ranch near Crawford, 
Texas, like that other American 
political family, George H. Bush 
and sons George W and J eb. 

federal policies directly affect 
almost every aspect of farming, 
from land use regulations to market 
conditions. 

They have the home place in 
Havelock Township of Chippewa 
County. 

Good enough, because it's here 
that Kenneth Koenen and sons 
Lyle and Kurt have held so many 
discussions about politics that all 
three are now office seekers. 

Father led the way when he ran 
for a seat on the Chippewa County 
Board of Commissioners and 
began serving in 1993. "I decided 

Tribune photos by Tom Cherveny 

Chippewa County's political family has a Have­
lock Township farm place rather than a Texas 
ranch, but Kenneth Koenen, right, and his sons 
Lyle, left, and Kurt, center, are every bit as inter­
ested in public office as George H.W. Bush and 
his sons, George W. and Jeb. 

In fact, Lyle said that watching 
farm profits shrink due to policy 
decisions in Washington and St. 
Paul helped motivate him to run for 
office. The family had tried renting 
more land and ·milking more cows 
before realizing: "You can't outwork 
bad policies," said Lyle. 

Kenneth believes that another 
reason the three are willing to 
become involved in the political 
system is the tone of those many 
conversations around the table or 

why not, and then I went for it," said 
Kenneth. 

He's now a i2-year veteran of the . 
board and seeking his fourth term in a 
race with challenger Larry Kittelson. 

Lyle, the oldest of four Koenen.sib­
lings, was next to follow his father's foot­
steps into public office. He ran for the 
Minnesota Senate in 2000 when he took 
on incumbent Charlie Berg. He lost, but · 
Lyle won a seat in the state House of 
Representatives in 2002 by defeating 
Colin Berg, his.former opponent's son. 
Now, he's facing a rematch with Colin 
Berg to retain his seat in District 20B. • 

The latest Koenen to en'ter the pohti­
cal ring is Kurt. He's running to be 
mayor of Clara City. 

It's the newcomer to political cam­
paigning who is approaching Election 
Day without the jitters that his older 
brother and father know. Kurt is running 
unopposed. . 

But no different than his older brother 
or father, Kurt said his interest in public 
service was shaped on the family's dairy 
farm in Havelock Township. Politics was · 
always a topic of conversation whenever 
they gathered around the kitchen table, 

'• 

and they carried it on while milking the 
cows and doing the other farm work, the 
three said. 

The brothers were often joined in 
their discussions by sister Karla and 
youngest brother Paul. It's a safe bet to 
say that their mother, Emma, had no 
problems making her opinions lmown 
too. 

But make no mistake: It's Kenneth, 
Lyle and Kurt who are the most passion­
ate when it comes to politics. At family 
gatherings these days, it's not long 
before other family members excuse 
themselves one by one, leaving the three 
at the table and in lively conversation 
about politics, according to Kenneth. 

All three are Democrats, a tradition 
handed down by Kenneth's father and 
mother. 

That doesn't mean the three always 
agree. "The disagreements are what 
make it interesting," said Kenneth. 

· Is father always right? "I thought I 
was," said Kenneth, laughing. "What I 
didn't lmow didn't hurt me." 

Kenneth said his parents often dis­
cussed political issues with the family, 
and so it was only natural for him to do 
likewise. 

in the milk parlor. 
There was never a note of cynicism. 

"We always talked about what we want­
ed to do if we had an opportunity to 
have a voice in it," said Kenneth. 

Having that voice, and being able to 
see the changes they can bring about, 
are the rewards they enjoy most about 
serving in public office, said Kenneth 
and Lyle. 

All three said their spouses have been 
supportive of their work in public office. ' 

Both Lyle and Kurt have children of . 
their own, and like their father, have 
never been shy about discussing politics 
around their own dinner tables. 

Kurt can even do a little campaigning 
at home. His son Matt just turned 18 and 
will be casting his first ballot in this 
election. 

Come election night, Kurt said he will 
probably stay in town and watch the 
results come in with other candidates 
for the City Council. 

Kenneth and Lyle know that the 
results from their elections won't be tal­
lied until much later. .They expect to be 
waiting it out around the table at home 
on the farm, where, of course, the talk 
will be on politics. 
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··;i~~~ :~ag 
education scholarships 

ST. PAUL - Rural young· 
people interested in careers in 
agriculture can apply for the 2004 
Minnesota Agricultural Educa­
tion Leadership Council scholar­
ship program, according to~ 
Lyle Koenen. • 

11 The purpose of the council, 
and of this program, is to encour­
age the development of ag educa­
tion, so that rural young people 
can find careers in rural settings, 
whether as vocational ag teach­
ers, agribusiness professionals or 
in production agriculture, 11 Koe­
nen said. 

To obtain a scholarship form, 
visit the MAELC Web site at 
www.maelc.state.rnn.us, write to 
Ulrika Speckman, MAELC, 1954 
Buford Ave. 320 VoTech Build­
ing, St. Paul, Minn. 55108, or 
call (612) 624-6256. The dead­
line is March 1, 2004. 

The program is designed to 
encourage high school seniors to 
enroll in the Division of Agricul­
tural, Food and Environmental 
Education at the University of 
Minnesota, or one of the Univer­
sity of Minnesota Agricultural 
Education Partnership Programs. 

Up to $20,000 is available, or 
$25,000 for students study at the 
University of Minnesota-Crook­
ston. 

Eligibility is limited to first­
year students enrolling in agricul­
tural education at the University 
of Minnesota or through one of 
the established partnership pro­
grams at Central Lakes College 

· in Brainerd; Ridgewater College 
in Willmar, South Central Tech­
nical College in North Mankato; 
Minnesota West•College at Wor- · 
thington or the University of 
Minnesota-Crookston. , , I 

A MAELC Scholarship Sub­
committee will review applica- ( 
tions and select scholarship win­
ners. Applicants will be asked to 
show "leadership and participa­
tion in your high school and/or 
community life11 and outline their 
career plans. They must also an­
swer an essay question: "Where 
do you believe agricultural edu­
cation is heading in the next 25 
years and why do you want to be 
involved in agricultural educa­
tion in the future? 11 
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DFL flldo~ses Koenell 
for re-election in~ · 

• GRANITE FALLS - State of the House DFL Rural Cau­
Rep. Lyle Koenen, DFL-May- cus. His committee assign-
natd, , wc1-s rece.ntly ~ndorsed ments include 
to run for re-election in Dis- Ag r i cu It u re 
trict 20B. , and Rural De-

The· district includes velopment Fi-
Renville and Chippewa coun- nance, Agri-
ties and eastern Yellow Medi- culture Policy, 
cine County. Environment 

Koenen was endorsed by and Natural 
unanimous ballot at the dis- Resources Fi-
trict endorsing convention Koenen nance and 
May 20 in Granite Falls. Environment 

Koenen is a first-term legis- and Natural Resources Poli-
1 lator and serves as chairman cy. 

Tribune photo by Bill Zimmer 

Vicky Willander of Clarkfield signs in to vote Tuesday at the Friendship Township polling place in 
Clar,kfield. Election judges Lois Albin, left, Helen Christopherson, and Enola Rolla observe the 
process. ~ . 

~~~!~a~~~~!d ~! "We'll have to see What actu-
Staff Writer . ally happens." . 

Several thousand votes were 
still to be counted, he said. While 
he expected to do well in Granite 

Neither candidate was ready to 
claim victory or concede defeat in 

Koenen 

81 the House District 
20B race. • 

--sliortly before 
midnight, Rep. 
Lyle Koenen, DFL-

-clar'a CitY, led 
challenger Colin 
Berg 54 percent to 
46 percent. 

The vote totals of 
4,758 for Koenen to 
4,076 for Berg left 

each candidate saying the race 
could still tighten, because many 
large precincts had not been 
reported yet. The cities of Granite 
Falls, Montevideo and Olivia were 
not included in the vote totals. 

If Koenen maintains that lead, 
he will return to the Minnesota 
House for a second term. 

"I want to see more numbers," 
Koenen said in a telephone inter-

Berg 

Falls and Montev­
ideo, he said, he 
expected that Berg 
would do well in 
his home territory 
of Olivia. 

Berg said he, too, 
wanted to see 
more returns 
before comment­
ing. 

"I won't say I'm 
pessimistic; I won't way I'm opti­
mistic," he said. "I'm just cau­
tious." 

The candidates have reason to 
be cautious. The two ran against 
each other two years ago, when 
Koenen won by just 255 votes in a 
race that wasn't decided for near­
ly a day after the polls closed. 

Berg-, 46, lives in Olivia and is in 
the process of starting an agricul-

_____ ____J\ ': \..-~---,._,.,--;-~~ 

:~];Lt 
e~ 

l:~l\, 
'---'---'----'--'-- ·
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tural consulting business. Koe­
nen, 48, a farmer, lives in Clara 
City. 

Both men come from political 
families. Berg's father, Charlie 
Berg, was a state senator. Koe­
nen's father is a Chippewa County 
commisioner. 

"It's always tough to go up 
against an incumbent," Berg said. 

"It was certainly a privilege to 
run," he said. "It was a good learn­
ing experience." 
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OLIVIA - The rematch is 
official now. 

Colin Berg, R-Olivia, said 
Friday he will run for the state 
House again in 2004, challenging 

. DFLer Lyle Koene11 in District 
20B. 

Berg lost to Koenen in the 
2002 race. 

"The people of the district 
deserve ,asse,r,tive, resourceful 
and effective representation," 
Berg said. ·''That is why I am 
seekin9, th~ Republican endorse­
ment... 

Berg, the son of longtime state 
Sen. Charlie Berg, graduated 
from the University of Minnesota 
with a degree in agricultural edu-

/ \ 
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Colin Berg runni~ i{ 
House in· District OB 

OLIVIA - Colin Berg of vide both quality educational 
Olivia plans to run for the Min- opportunities and employ­
nesota House of Representa- ment opportunities for people 

tives in Dis- of every age and every walk of 
trict 2QB ..,__. life." 

Fr eshman Berg has a degree in agricul-
. Rep. Lyle Koe- tural education from the Uni­
t!!e a-DFL-May- versity of Minnesota and 

, currently worked as a high school agri­
holds the seat. culture instructor and a crop 
Berg, a Repub- consultant for 19 years. For the 
lican, ran past four years, he has been a 
against Koe- farm business management 

Berg nen in 2002. instructor · with Ridgewater 
"I intend to College. 

concentrate on two issues - Berg is the son of Charlie 
education and economic Berg of Chokio, who served in 
development," Berg said in a the Minnesota Senate for 26 
news release. "We need to pro~ years. 

cation. For 19 
years , he 
worked as a 
high school ag 
instructor and 
as a crop con­
sultant. For 
the last four 
years, he has 
been a farm 
business man­
agement 
instructor with 
Ridgewater 
College. 

Berg is a member of several 
ag organizations, includng the 
Minnesota Com Growers 
Association, the Minnesota 

/ 

I I 

20B House seat official 
Soybean· Growers Assocation, 
and the Minnesota Farm Bureall'. 
He was a state director for six 
years in the com growers assoca- • · 
tion, and currently serves as a 
soybean assocation state director . 

"I intend to concentrate on 

two issues - education and eco­
nomic development_," he said. 
"We need to provide both quality 
educational opportunities and 
employment opportunities for 
people of every age and .every· 
walk of life." 
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H;us1;1 District~ . 

Koenen, Berg again face off 
Incumbent Democrat Rep. Lyle 

Koenfil!__of Clara City is again facing 
Republican Colin Berg of Olivia for 
the House 20B seat. Koenen defeat­
ed Berg in 2002. 

Why are you running· for this 
elected position? 

Berg: Rural Minnesota needs and 
deserves strong leadership to allow 
us to preserve our way of life. Rural · 
leaders need to be outspoken and 
forceful, yet need to cooperate with 
others from both sides of the politi­
cal aisle. Although he is a good per­
son with a big heart, my opponent is· 
neither outspoken nor forceful. I 
will use my farm background and 
my experience with public educa­
tion to better represent this district. 

Koenen: I consider it an honor 
and privilege to have been chosen 
by the people of legislative District 

) 20B to representative them in the 
Minnesota House of Representa­
tives. I was disappointed with the 
outcome of the budget balancing 
process in the 2003 ses•sion. The 
pain was not spread evenly. Rural 
Minnesota, the elderly, the young, 
and those unable to care for them­
selves carried most of the budget~ 
balancing responsibility. This must 
be corrected. 

Why should voters · choose you 
instead of your opponent? 

Berg: My opponent has authored 
bills that would have been harmful 
to Minnesota. He proposed an 
increase in minimum wage, which 
would have put us at a competitive 
disadvantage in, attracting business. 
He proposed reducing (eliminating) 
state income taxes for certain out- -
state business owners, but not for 
employees and laborers. He sup-

ple from our p-art of the state on 
issues important to us. We must 
address the high cost of prescrip­
tion drugs and health care, ade­
quately fund our schools, and make 
college tuition affordable. Working 
people· need good jobs that pay a 
livable wage. Farmers need open, 
fair, competitive markets to remain 
profitable. Roads and communica­
tions must be improved and main­
·tained and renewable fuels support­
ed as important factors in economic 
development. 

What is the single most important 
issue thafyou want to tackle if 
elected? 

Berg: The most important issue 
for western Minnesota is the rural 
economy, which is affected by the 
cost of health care and the avail­
ability of jobs. Health care costs can 
be reduced by eliminating unneces­
sary mandates and making others 
optional. Jobs help retain existing 
families and attract new families. 
Families add to our communities, 
schools and churches. Job opportu­
nities include promoting Montev­
ideo as an All-American City, Gran-ports socialized health care, which 

would reduce health care accessi­
bility, significantly increase costs, 
and create a new level of bureau­
cracy in state government. 

. ite Falls Energy LLC, and Olivia's 
proposed Ag Innovation Center. 

Koenen: I enjoy working with peo-

Koenen: Fairness. Budget cuts hit 
rural Minnesota harder than the 
wealthy suburbs. The cost of run-

Colin Berg 
Age: 46 
Family: Wife, 

Ronda 
Occupation: Agri- . 

cultural educator 
and consultant 

Political Experi­
ence: Endorsed 
candidate for state 
representative in Berg 
2002; farm group 
visits to St. Paul and Washington, 
D.C. 

Lyle Koenen 
Age: 48 
Family: Wife, 

Sandy; four sons 
Occupation: Leg­

islator, truck driver, 
school bus driver, 
grain and livestock 
farmer for 27 years 
• Political Experi-
ence: Freshman in Koenen 
the Minnesota 
House of Representatives, first 
elected in 2002; serve on the Agri­
culture and .Rural Development 
Finance, Agriculture Policy, Environ­
mental and Natural Resources 
Finance, and Environment and Nat­
ural Resources Policy committees. 

ning the state is going down (state 
and local tax revenue/personal 
income). Still we pay more taxes 
(income, property, and sales tax). 
Budget cuts are increasing our local 
property tax. Households making 
$500,000 and above pay 8.4 percent 
of their income in taxes. The rest of 
us, 99 percent in 20B, pay 11 to 12 
percent of our income in taxes. 

I · 




