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Leech Lake concerns

_inth GOP lawmakers

BY BRAD SWENSON
Pioneer Political Editor
«CASS LAKE,— A stake in a
metro-area casino could give the

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe the .

", resources it needs to battle grow--

ing pains, say tribal leaders. .

A casino in partnership with
three - northern Minnesota
Chippewa bands and the state
could swing $20 million to $40
million a year to Leech Lake,
“which are resources : badly
needed here;” Tribal Chairman
George Goggleye Jr  said

“We have housing problems .
crime, a history of. corruption,

‘Wednesday.
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but this Tribal Council. does
what it can to steer away from’
that and to the positive for.the
-needs of tribal people,” Gogg1-4
eye said.

The Leech Lake Tribal Councﬂ
met Wednesday mprning with
«state Sen, Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy

Point, and "state Rep. Doug
«Fuiler, R-Bemidji, whose dis-" |
tricts include the reservation.
They later tock a van tour of @
tribal facilities in the Cass Lake : g
area, alflld ﬂ}llad ll‘inﬁ? g‘ the nierim Leech Lake Tribal College Pre5|dent Leah Carpenter, left foreground, briefs state
xféaf‘sl\ralizr ern Lights Casino gep Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, and state Rep. Doug Fuller, R- -Bemidji, both at right,
about the college’s building project during a tour Wednesday of Leech Lake Reservation
facmtles. Next to Carpenter is Leech Lake Trlbal Executive Dlrector Sally Mornson.

~

- Pioneer Photo. by Brad ‘Swensor
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Goggleye, tribal chairman for
about two months after a recall
election embroiled the reserva-

 tion in turnover which now’

includes its secretary-treasurer,
wants to move the reservation
in a different direction. .

First, the tribe has dropped its

opposition to the Red Lake and :

White Earth bands’ proposal to
join with the state in a Twin
Cities-area casino and has actu-
ally joined with them as the
third tribe. The Minnesota Indi-
an Gaming Equity Act would
allow the state’s three most pop-
ulous tribes- access to the lucra-
tive Twin Cities gaming market.

I's a° message he gave
Wednesday to Ruud and Fuller,
and one he also gave on Satur-
day to U.S. Sen. Mark Daton,
DFL-Minn,, and to Frank Moe,

Fuller’s. DFL opponent in the’

Nov. 2 election.

Fuller has supported a com-

peting bill to allow slot
machines at the privately run
Canterbury Park and voted
against the Red Lake/White
Earth proposal. But that was
before Leech Lake joined the

two tribes.
“You didn't support this

 before because the (Leech Lake)

tribe didn’t support .it,” Goggl-

eye-teld Fuller. “With new lead- .

ership and things more open,
we will take steps to benefit the
tribe as a whole.”

“Your joining the other tribes.
looms large and will signifi-
cantly help,” Fuller said. “It will
help solidify a lot of things.”

Supporters say the proposal
would send about $90. million
to the ‘state, while the bands
would split the remaining prof-
it, estimated at $130 million. A -
northern Twin Cities suburb

‘location is proposed, but Day-
ton on Saturday said the tribes -
.should build at the Ml of

America.

The three tribes make up
about 85 percent of the Ameri-
can Indian population in Min-
nesota, Goggleye said.

Ruud also called the proposal
significant, as it puts the Leech
Lake band at the table in dis-

“ cussions with the state over a..

new direction for gaming which
will benefit the largest but poor-
est tribes. _

Build land base

. Next, tribal officials want to
use the financial resources to
help tribal  needs, such as

improving substandard hous-’

ing and increasing housing as
more tribal members move
back to the reservation.

But that also means more
land is needed for housing,
something which (Cass' and
other counties are fighting

‘because of the loss of property

tax dollars when land becomes
tribal and goes into trust.
‘Leech Lake officials plan to
convince surrounding govern-
ments that a vibrant Leech Lake
Reservation helps the -area
economy, and the tribe should
be allowed to grow its land
base. . .
“We have only 4 percent of
our original land base,” Goggl-
eye said. “We can't put land in
trust because counties argue
that they are losing tax base,
but 70 percent of our employees
are non-Indian and are resi-
dents of the local counties.”
Plus, Leech Lake members are

shopping in places like Bemidji -

and Walker, adding to the local
economy. “And we provide serv-
ices counties do not do,” Goggl-
eye said. .

The tribe is seeking 22 parcels
of land, many in Cass Lake, but
action to place the parcels in
trust through the U.S. Bureau of
Indian Affairs has met continu-

- al opposition from Cass County,

he said. “Our people have a

-need for housing, but when
they need the land, it is not.

there.”

Rich Robinson, interim Leech
Lake natural resources director,
told Ruud and Fuller that the
reservation housing authority

administers about. 600" homes’
- for tribal people, and that there
. is a 200-family waiting list. Fed-

eral Housing and Urban Devel-
opment dollars used for home-
building can't be tapped unless
the land is in trust, he added.
The tribe has only 40,000
acres in trust, Robinson said,
while - the 600,000-acre-plus

_ Chippewa National Forest is a

tax-exempt land base that is

- really hurting county coffers.

Fuller asked if home owner-

ship programs can be made to,

work on the reservation, rather
than putting land in trust, let-
ting market dynamics work for
housing. o,
“So much of the problem is
uneducated or low-paying jobs,

Robinson said,

The tribe in the next year -

hopes to add a real estate spe-
cialist to work out land issues,

now has
lakeshore owners,

land base,

“The idéa of developing a real

i estate specialist within the tribe

is good and an excellent priori- -

" Ruud said. “Then you would .
ty,” Ruud sai ¥ . an Gaming Equity Act. Gaming -

has been big for us, but it hasn’t*

know where you stand.”
~ The tribe also has plans for a
wellness clinic, with a mental

health specialty, that could help * jodian sch olarships

Ruud and Fuller fook a van™
tour if several Leech Lake areas,

“all northern Minnesota tribes,

Goggleye said.. That :proposal -

" may eventually need some state
funding. :
He also said the tribe wants to

develop a rural transit system,.;

which would benefit both tribal
‘members and non-Indians
across the reservation lands, as
most of the job opportunities
and services are at Cass Lake or
Walker, 0

" Tapping into the Twin Cities
gaming market could help
bring those-  financial
resources to Leech Lake, he
said, adding that smaller
tribes now control the pie

while the most populous .

tribes need the resources.

“Being able to tackle these
issues of land and jobs and get-
ting the counties and the state
to come to the table with us is
just a beginning,” | Goggleye
said. “We are making great
strides, but some of our pro-
grams are just Band-Aids to
cover the problem.”

“The idea of a wellness center |
“ ships on our students.” .

here is tremendous, as you can

treat your people and their fam- -
ilies without leaving,” said "
Ruud, noting that the tribe at .
one time had looked at part of -
the Ah-Gwah-Ching Center cam- -

" pus for such a center. “Even if it

is not at Ah-Gwah-Ching, we

want to make it happén in this

~area and that is the right direc--

tion.”

“We're here to- build a rela-.
tionship and do what we can,”"
Fuller.told the Tribal Council.
“P'm thrilled at -the many.
changes you are making and I -

commend you for it. It is a

process’ that will take a long
" time, but it will have a long:-

term impact.”

and people can’t go to the mar- -

ket to get loans for homes,”

including lease arrangements it .
with non-Indian
Goggleye

said. That will give the tribe a_
" better handle on building a-

Ruud gaid the day-was helpful ..
as “it is helping to-educate me "

.s0,I can help you better.”

After the fall election, Goggl—.‘"

eye said it is the Tribal Council’s

intent-to. host lawmakers at-
Leech Lake to show them tribal -
conditions such as substandard -
housing and pitch for the casi- -

no bill. -

“A"lot .of our problems.are .

* self-imposed, but a lot is'also”
the way people are forced to.

live,” he said. “We want to’ get-
support for the Minnesota Indi-'

solved the problems we have.”

around Cass Lake, including the
St. Regis hazardous waste clean- -

up site in Cass Lake.

They also met with Leech :
Lake Tribal College Interim Pres- -
ident Leah Carpenter, who dis- "
‘cussed the new college now .
‘being built near The Palace.

Casino, and discussed the Min- ..

nesota Indian Scholarship Pro- -
gram which was shut down in -
Bemidji and moved to the state
Education Department®in St.

Paul.
~ Fuller and other northern leg-
islators have attempted to

return the services to Bemidji,
“but the Education Department .-

has blocked the move, saying it

is more cost-effective out of St.
Paul

“They don’t manage their :
paperwork very well and don't

communicate with our stu-

dents,” Carpenter said. “Thereis .

a long wait for some services

and it imposes a lot of hard- .

Fuller said outside pressure is
needed, stch as a resolution of
support from the Minnesota
Chippewa Tribe or the Minneso-
ta Indian Affairs Council.

- “We're not saving any money

by having the office down there -

(St. Paul),” Fuller said.

The college has about 200 stu-
dents, but Carpenter said it
expects to reach” 500 in five
years as the new facility is com-
pleted. “This place does change
lives on a daily basis,” she said,
adding that many students are
single mothers who want jobs.

“There is pride and accom-
plishment there, and a good

start for the next generation,”

Ruud said.
* . X bswenson@bemidjipioneer.com
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Vic Carder, vice presndent of Human Resources, Marvin Windows and Doors and Mary Eaton -vice presndent of Cust
tom Training at Northwest Technical College, testify | before the Senate Higher Educatlon Budget Division i on Thurs- '
. day afternoon at Bemldjl State Umversnty s American lndlan Center. s - .

-

oncerns

‘Senate ngher Educatlon panel holds hearing at BSU

BY BRAD SWENSON
. Pioneer Political Editor )
Martcia Bellefy, a single moth-
er with three kids, figures she’ll
owe $40,000.in loans when she

graduates next spring from

Beriiidji State University.-
“I've had_ some wonderful

assistance, but when you gradu-
ate you still pay for many years to

come — well toward retirement,”
* Bellefy, an education major who
used to be a stay-at-home morm,
said Thursday to a - Minnesota

Senate panel.
“Students work hard — in
their classrooms as well as in

- the community,” said Bellefy,

adding that she works two part-

.time JObS and’: has .attended.
‘classes for six years while rais- -

ing her family.

- Some. students need three or
four part-time jobs to stay in
college, and graduate with

huge debt loads, Julie Gron--

quist, BSU Student Senate pres-
ident, told the Seénate. ngher

h.

~Education Budget Division..
~ Others, she said, are loading .
‘up their take w1th 20 or more

credits a semester so they can
graduate earlier with a lower
debt load,

the village,” she said, referring
to the education cliché that it
takes a village to raise a child.
Higher education is a top pri-
ority that needs to be funded

- “We are being taught to work
“until you drop, and every man .
for himself, rather than seeing

by the state, GI‘OIquISt sa1d
“We have only one request — to

-invest in us.”

- The higher ed panel took tes-
timony Thursday in a 2%-hour’
hearing at' BSU's American .
Indian' Resource Center. Testi-
mony focused on how the stu-

-dents’ share of higher ed costs .

have increased by double-digit
percentages, while the state’s’

_share has been cut.

> Higher education / Page A10
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Testimony also focused on
how the local business commu-
nity depends upon a strong and
vibrant higher education’ sys-

"tem ‘— both in two-year and
four-year institutions — and
how those systems are also col-
laborating with K-12 education.

“We have gone from where

. the state’s share was almost 70’
percent to 46 percent:now,” said’
Sen. Rod Skoe, DFL-Clearbrook,s

who chaired the panel. “The dif-
ference has all fallen on tuition
-and fees. The challenge is how
to stop that.change.”
The current trend is a high
financial aid, high tuition
- model, where theorehcally the
poorest students: will still have
access through state aid grants

while most other students pay a

higher share.-

" But while the low-income can
get grants, and the wealthy can
pay their own, those in the mid-
dle may be demed access to
~ higher education, Skoe said.
#“The grants don’t help,all. We
‘need to make sure middle class
families can also find college
accessible.” .

Higher education’s share of
the state budget has dropped
from nearly 15 percent in 1989
to 8.9 percent this year.

A legislative decision to cut
off state aid after four years to
students also hurts campuses
‘with high numbers of non-tra-
“ditional students who take
longer than four years to -com-

_plete degrees, said, Bill Maki,
BSU vice president for fmance
and administration.

Six years ago, BSU students
" combined for $9.7 million in
borrowing for their education,
Maki said. That figure today is
'$19.2 million.

For the highest need student
only $11,838 is available in aid
while costs are $13,436 this
school year at BSU, Maki said. It
‘Jeaves a gap of $1,538 for the
‘group of students with the high-
est financial needs.

“That does affect access and
-affordability to college,” Maki
said. '

One solution to save state
money isn’t to close institu-
tions, said Sen. David Tomas-,
soni, DFL Chisholm, who with”

: ~

"Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy

Point, were the other two panel

members joining Skoe for the
‘hearing, Closing rural schools
is on the agenda of at least one
Twin Cities legislator, he said.
“There would be a very nega—
tive impact in closing colleges,”

+ Tomassoni said. “That would be

another wrong direction for the

state to close rural institutions-

to save money.”

A major institution in a
regional center means more
than just classrooms, said Den-
nis Doeden, president .of the

Bemidji Area Chamber of Com-

merce. BSU and Northwest Tech-
nical College staff also add
much to ‘the community in
their expertise and leadership.

. But the numbers help, too, he

said, adding that BSU spends

$76 million a year and has an

economic impact of $168. mil-

lion with its 500-person payroll.
Also, faculty average 10 hours a
week in community activities

from " United Way to Chamberv

efforts. -

““The numbers are important,
. but the people of Bemidji State
University .are even more
-impressive,” Doeden said.
- Manufacturers in outlying
cities also praised collaborative
efforts of BSU and Northwest

"Tech in supplying on-site train-

ing for their employees, some-
thing often difficult for small
communities to provide by | them—
selves.

“Viable, healthy businesses cre-

ate v1able healthy communities,”
-said Mary Eaton, vice president of

Custom Training Services for
Northwest Tech. “Businesses are’

the economic engines.”

_The program has 350 compa-
nies in 73,000 hours of training
to 7,400 people the past_ year,
Eaton said.

“Employees in the company
are the company,” said Ron Ray
of Arctic Cat in Thief River Falls,
whose collaboration with high-
er education institutions has
allowed 900 employees ‘to be
trained while working. -

‘Others testified about part-

nerships between higher: ed,
institutions, the public schools»

and North Country Regional

-Hospital to develop health care

N

"and nursing programs, aiding

vocational training-and in train-
ing teachers.
A grant program with BSU

‘and several local school dis-

tricts will cross train teachers as

reading specialists, something

which will help districts with
achievement gaps such as Cass
Lake, said ‘Cass Lake-Bena
Superintendent Todd " Chess-
more.

“With three reservations near-
by, BSU reaches out,” Chess-
more said. “It is reachmg to stu-
dents not traditionally going on
to higher education, and allow
them to give something back to
their communities. They need
financial support to continue
their education.”

Bemidji- School Board mem-

ber Ann Long Voelkner, who

said she was speaking as the
mother of four children, said
she worried about affordabﬂlty
and access to higher education.:
Her parents used the G.I. Bill
to attend college, while her gen--
eration used scholarships,
grants and a small amount of
loans. :
“With tuition increases, my
kids will have to work through

college. and have huge loans,”

she said. “That will create hard-
ships will into their future.
Please reverse that trend.

“As parents, we are willing to
pay more taxes,” Long Voelknerv
said.

The state under Govs. Ventura
and Pawlenty turned a state
budget surplus into a deficit,
Tomassoni said, picking up on

Long Voelkner’s tax call. ‘He

referred to a Republican budget
with no tax incredses to solve a

$4.5 billion deficit for the cur- .

rent budget.

“We could have undone a lit-
tle of what we'did,” he said of a
rebate return and lowered tax
rates when there was a surplus.
“We should solve budget issues
wl1th what’s right for the peo
p e »

Cutting funds to hlgher edu-
cation is a quality of life issue,
he said. “It's wrong -and we
should go back and make it
right. But 'm not sure that's
what we're going to see.”

E bswenson@bemidjipioneer.com

MWJ

o



Pawlenty signs
bill restructuring
Minnesota - -~
Office of "Tourism
v om0 swevson

_In changing times, state gov-
ernment-must also change the

way. it. pI'OVldeS serv1ces says

Gov; Tim Pawlenty. -

And the state’s tourism efforts
are ‘among the first out of the
blocks to take that challenge, he

said .Tuesday morning while

- ceremoniously. signing a hill
restructuring the ~Minnesota
Office of Tourism.

Hoisting a Paul Bunyan-sized

pencil and aided by Sen. Carrie
Ruud, R-Breezy Point, Pawlenty
signed’ the bill at. the Lake
. Bemidji Tourist Information
Center before'a packed house of

*local pedple and tourlsm offi’

cials.
. The' bill creates the new

. Explore Minnesota Tourismas a .
. stand-alone state agency whose-

primary function will be_ to
forge public-private partner—
ships to promote Minnesota -
tourism offerings. o
“This is a time of great chal-
lenge in Minnesota and .in
America,” the* Republican gov--
ernor said. “We - have been
throtigh a war and we're com-

ing-out.of a recession. We have |
a great deal of economic chal-

Tenge:still in front of us.”
But as the world changes,

Pawlenty- said, so-must .state ,

‘governmyentas - demographics;

" technology, social changes and ™
economics -all take: new “direc- -

tions.

" “Itis not a good business plan

for government to stand still in
" the midst of great change,” he
said, “We have asked people
who are leaders, who are inno-

vators and entrepreneurs with- -

» Tourisi / Page A7 11
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Senator Carrle Ruud, R-Breezy Pomt helps steady the Paul Bunyan size pencil as Governor Tim Pawlenty held a cer-
emonial signing of a private-public tourism partnership with the Minnesota Office of Tourism on Tuesday morning
inside the Bemidji Chamber of Commerce Standing behind the governor is Rob Buntz and Tom Whelan with the Min-
-nesota Tourism Alliance. S . e A
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in government and in our part-
nerships with outside entities if

~ we-can do it dlfferently, better

' terms

and quicker.”-
Minnesota’s. tourism mdustry :

~“stépped to the plate,” he said: ‘
_“They were one of the first to -~

raise their hands and say in-
of - local . leadership,

* industry leadershlp, and say

they can do this better”.

- The move will benefit’ Min-

. nesota’s ‘nearly $10 billion

tourism industry, Pawlenty said,
as private and- public partner-
ships form to promote Minneso-
ta nationally. As ‘a separate
agency — but still under state

. Departinent: of Employment

and Economic Development.
supervision — it will be able to"

‘see matching grants and the
like from private

industry -

sources to help stretch the’
" office’s $10 million state appro-
" priation.

" The effort began with round-
tables throughout . the state

designed to gain input on a bet-

ter ‘'way to market Minnesota,

said John Edman, current Min-’

- nesota Office of Tounsm dlrec-
tor,

e néeded.to do somethmg

different,” he said. “What the .
industry told us is that we need

* to develop new partnerships, we -

need to be innovative and try
something new. ... It creates a
separate structure, a public-pri-
vate. partnershlp, for Minneso-
ta’s tourism. It leverages more
involvement w1th the private’

". sector. »

- The bill was authored by Sen.,

-Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook, but it was
» co-author Ruud who- got Paw-e

lenty’s nod, along with House
‘author Rep.. Gregory Dav1ds R-,
. Preston.:

“The idea formed and it takes

" a champion,” Pawlenty said:.

- “en. Ruud picked the baton up

in the Senate'in a spectacular.

way, and Rep.. Davids .in the *

House. It’s one of these magical-
moments in public policy,
where there is a convergence of

"a great idea, a need and a bene-

-

fit W1th great leadershlp v

» Tourlsm / From Page Al

The state can't do tourlsm
marketing alone, he said. “We
are taking what was an opera-
tion within. a much larger
department and carving it out
into a free-standing office.” -

“will have enhanced focus and
mission and independence,” he
-said, noting a 28-member advi-
“sory: council will. gulde ‘the new
agency. “This’ free-standing eniti-
ty, we beliéve, will be the plat-
~form for much more aggressive
and -robust’ partners in the
tourism industry in aneso-
-ta ”»

Explore Minnesota Tourism -

alliance - -co- chalrman sa1d :
northern Minnesota has much
to offer tourists.

“As we came up, we traveled:
through the forest, the pristine

“ lakes, over the Mississippi River
and experlenced a tremendous

‘sunset that was here (Monday
“night),” Buhntz said..“It remind-
‘ed me -of the beatty of Min:.
‘nesota and how important it is
‘to bring people here to'see and

_All will allow combmed ener-’

gy, more resources, more focus

on tourism in anesota Paw-

lenty said.

The GOP governor said. he
chose Bemidji for the ceremony
~— he officially signed the bill:
April 298 — because of Bemidji
being at the hub of tourism. .

country.

“Bemidji is such a center of
“tourism and. outdoor act1v1ty,”'
he told reporters. “This is a

great place to sign the bill ..
~“This is really. a place where

tourism is' important. - People"

experience our great resources o
in the state.”

The friendliness of the people '
and Minnesotans’ .‘work ethic
all are assets, he said, and'can
be used to draw not. only
tourists to Minnesota but also

‘businesses to the state. -

" “From the entry-level bus boy -
to -the server who can earn

$50,000 a year in wages and

tips, as they do in Bluefin Bay, to
the fellow who rises from being-
bus boy to become general

- manager of. thé Grand View: -

[

look at this area as a great out-"

door and .recreational and
_tourism center, so we thoughtit -
was a good, place to sign the,

bill.”

- The move was hailed- by two
members of the Explore Min-
nesota Tourism. Alliance who
came t0 Bemidji for the ceremo-
nial bill signing.

“It ‘poises us: for growth it
poises us to take advantage of
the: competitive arena we have

out there,”: said Tom Whelan,

Resort or the Marriott' Hotel in

Minneapolis,” Buntz said, “real
people, real jobs. ... To do this,
we need to keep on bemg who
we are” - -

‘It takes remventmg the way-
things are done in state govern- -

- ment, he said.

associate pubhsher of Minneso-"
ta - Monthly ‘magazine - and -

alhance co-chairman.
-~ “We've. - got.
.provinces in all directions try-
+ing 'to get- people out of Min-

nesota ‘to their locations,” he.

said, “Wehave to do the same

thing for Minnesota here. I con-*

fident this group will be exactly
what's needed for innovation.”
.*Rob Buntz of Bluefin Bay on

fLake Supenor and also an?

‘states énd;
-~ options, but anytime you have

“We-have a governor who hs~;
tens,” said Ruud, whose district, .
1ncludes Bemldjl “We have a:.
governor :who understands —
he understands the economics

of tourism, he understands the.

return of dollars that we spend
on tourism, and most of all he

‘understands that  we celebrate

the traditions of anesota
through tourism.”
In an  interview, Ruud sa1d~

that tourism encompasses.jobs

and -community development,

‘making a state mvestment wise.”

“We will look at some funding

the private sector-and the staté
in ‘partnership, ‘it's: always. a
good partnership because those -
are the people ‘who own. the
businesses and understand the

_etonomics- of it,” Ruud said;
+“There input is .vital to'this” - -

B<. hswenson@bemidjipioneer.com
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; - . erty for government use. | :
. ?;,ssM c?:::g‘?:olﬂ:;m,? . . The proposed 1eg131at10n would authonze

ALKE : | ‘State funding to pay to remove and dispose of
' ~Tqu lzed—to ’I::Sl}i g ?:SS ‘County‘ Bqa-gi ‘any hazardous materials on the site and any
. "‘Brgfz; yP‘:)?nt ‘and Rep. Larry : underground structures the county declares :

: : - surplus. .
;ga%l;&i Egiltlg %gﬁﬁ?iﬁi}:; e It would pay demohtlon and dlsposal costs

, O r to remove any buildings Cass County
: éﬂd agé%‘;ial];‘%:}kﬁrthe coun‘ buyg Ah “jdecla.red surplus after assuming ownership.
WTh(; boar%i i Shediled Jahuary to con- . The state has estimated initial costs fork

. these removals at about $2 million,
ilfdiiggr d;gs %ﬂiﬁﬁ;mﬁoia}?fhgieggﬁ;g . A state-ﬁmded reuse study has been under
appralsetli) mgrket value. Way this year to evaluate potential future

“The latter option. onld glvé e county a“ uses for Ah-Gwah-Ching if the state ceases to

the property for a state nursing care facil-

ch01ce of whether to market part of the prop- use :
erty for private development. If purchased for klty Rlaestuls:sﬂ?lf thattgﬁudy ‘ are e P ci‘:ed;to‘ b? ;
f$1 the county would have to retam the  prop- ChpeeawReE ‘ -

*,




~ DNR conservation officer,

“-lxmsxon was a good‘compromlse '
 “This has been an issue that has d1v1ded us

- and put us together and divided 1 ,
en. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, said. “I. + -
think that this amendment does a lot to put-
_ ting the pieces back together again for the
state of Minnesota.”

us again,”

_ erickson, R-New Ulm, a person could not ¢
_ operate an OHV to “upset the natural and

~ ecological balance of a wetland.” If a driver

~ was found guilty, they would be ticketed by a

-1 :greaﬂy appreciate his (Fredenckson s}
 efforts in trying to bring some kind of falmess
to individual people who have wetlands on

 their property and need to have an opportum- :
1y to get to the other side, so to speak Sen

‘Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook, said. « e
Conmdenng there are many acres of wet-

- lands in northern Minnesota, local lawmakers

said that last year’s restrictions have become

"~ areal problem The Legislature prohibited

~travel on certain wetlands located on public
and private land. Because of the law, some
Northerners haven t had been able use OHVs.

-

* for en]oym nt, huntmg, or work tasks
-~ *Sen. Paul Koering, R

ught the pro-,; ,
~ big fuss.” He addec

~ to bringing back people s nghts on th
_ private property.” ~

. the House’s bill passed Thursday, it Wwas sent
o back to the House for another vote,

. tional Falls Dally Journal and the Branerd :

N
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While most agreed with the compronnse,
' didn’t like the
ot going to make : a
at he would continue
to work on this issue during the remainin

two years of this term. “I will be commi edf

amendment, “but

The amendment passed on a voice

- ,  the bill passed 61-2, Koering voted against it.
~ Under the bill, offered by Sen. Denms Fred— f

- Since the version was slightly different than

- While the bill hadn’t been up in the Honse ~
Obefore print, Rep. David Dill, DFL-Crane Lake,
~ said it would most likely pass. If it does, the °
leglslanon wﬂl go to the gove DOr’s. desk for a
signature.
~ “Thebill is a good Workng document 2 Dﬂl ;
- said. “It sa reasonable g)nproxmse -
. Cand1 Walz is the leglslatlve correspon-
_dent in St. Paul for the Mesabi Daily News,
bebmg Daily Tribune, Grand Rapl ds Her-
- ald-Review, Cloquet Pine-Journal, Interna-

( Dlspatch
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Legislation written-to propose Ah- Gwah—Chlng as reglonal jail

By
Lundquist ,
County Cor on-
dent

WALKER -- Cass
County Administrator
Robert Yochum report-

ed Tuesday, April 6, on
a recent meeting the
county board held in
St. Paul with state Sen,
Carrie Ruud and Reps.

¥
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00RO

Monica *Larry Howes

and
*Steve Fuller concern-
ing county-related
issues.
_The board was in St.
Paul for an Associa-
tion of Minnesota
Counties meeting.
Atlegislators' request,
the county board
authorized authors of
state legislation pro-
posed - to help fund a

- regional jail under the

state bonding bill to
amend that legislation
to make the regional
jail site-specific to the

- Ah-Gwah-Ching prop-

erty.

Yochum said - other
legislators than those
who represent Cass
districts suggested the

- project would receive

~wider legislative sup-

port if the jail would
be located at Ah-Gwah-
Ching.

Cass commissioners
also decided Tuesday
to send only County
Engineer David
Enblom and Commis-

sioner Dick Downham

to the annual federal
road funding effort in

‘Washington, D.C., to
‘save. some commis-

sioner travel money
for possible additional
state lobbying efforts
for regional jail fund-
ing. :

Previously, the board
- had planned to send a

second commissioner

to Washington, D.C.,

this year.

The board discussed a
proposed agreement
between .the Cass
County Highway
Department and the
state to enable the
county to locate equip-

ment for emergency

snow removal use at
state highway garages
in Remer and Pine
River if the county
consolidates county
garages between
Remer and Longville
and Dbetween Pine
River and Hackensack.
That agreement also
is proposed -to work
out a shared mainte-
nance system whereby
the county would plow

sections of state high-

way enroute to county

- roads in exchange for -
~ having the state plow

sections  of county
roads adjacent to state
highways.

Yochum said this

- could enable all equip-
A R -

ment from both agen-
cies to perform work
as they travel all roads,
whether designated
state or county. The
net effect is expected
to save money for the
county and state.

The board discussed
with legislators out-of-
home placement costs
for Indian children
and requested coun-
ties be permitted to
offer input into any
changes the state
makes with Indian
tribes for gaming and
state tax collection
agreements. ,

~ Board members
expressed their con-
cern over potential
road project delays

and costs associated

with proposed state

bills relating to emi-
nent domain
 fees. A bill proposed to
require a $25 Minneso-
ta Pollution Control

‘attorney

o

Agency fee for septic
tanks probably will
not pass this session,

comm1351oners
learned. ' :

Another proposed. bill
would establish a state
fund to help cities and
counties pay for
methamphetamines
lab cleanup. Currently,
counties can apply: for
federal funds to assist
with methampheta-
mines - -lab = residue
removal. The proposed
state law seeks to clari-
fy whether renters or
landlords - would -be

.responsible for associ-

ated costs.

Association of Min-

nesota Counties
reported there is a 50
percent recidivism

rate among those con-

victed of methamphet— ,
amines-related cri mes,\

; ‘Yochum reported
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said

; }k‘f“lous person who is down to

¢ and MnDOT commissioner, Mol-
~ nau takes only one salary is sav-

her for this job.”

her process in designing new
ents saymg they Tepre-
oI il

other points of view.

open farget,” Ruud

L

- fant place to work,” Ruud said.

- Ruud called Molnau "a fabu- f
’she 301115 in our Blble .

As both heutenant govemor ~

ing the state “a six-figure salary
> every year,” Ruud said. ‘It
. makes no sense not to confirm

The Senate 'Irahsoortanon .
Committee last Week refused to

studies standards, which :
nau, Yecke and Stanek would be
for “poh’ucal reasons ? Fuller

: sald. -
e you make changes, '

; }=ader Dean Johnson, DFL Will-
mar, “the Senate is an unpleas-

[;WS conference Wlll

three vote margln “they cant ;

_ give up any votes and that’s why
‘1t is so contentious.”

While not mvolved in the con‘ ‘

firmation process, Rep. Doug
- Fuller, R-Bemidji, gave his views

gv the 33 delegates earher Satur-
ay.
Fuller sald added to the hst is
Public Safety Commissioner
Rich Stanek, a former leglslator
and a police officer. =
Molnau “is one of the best «
people you'd ever meet,” Fuller
said, adding she was chair-

woman of the House Trans-
~portat10n Fmance Commlttee
on for four years.

- “She’s a armerk and Just an‘,

~_awesome person,” he said. “She

_ cares about people, even the

~ people inside the  Department of

'~ Transportation are just so happy .
that she’s there” ~

Blocking confirmation of Mo],-

= pswensolp@bemidjipmneer.com o

;

,’ : Wlth Democrats holdmg a shm ;
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Pawlenty

appro |
touris U

measure |

BY BRAD SWENSON |
Pioneer Political Editor {

A hill setting up tourism as al
TEW anesota state agency
was signed into law recently by
Gov. Tim Pawlenty: -

The measure, which takes
effect July 1, creates a new
office within the executive
branch called Explore Minneso-
ta Tourism. Tourism functions
currently are administered
within the state Dephrtment of
Trade and Economic Develop-
ment.

The bill cre-
ates a 28-mem-
ber Minnesota
Tourism Coun-
cil with repre- §
sentatives from.
industry associ-
ations, the trav-
el industry and
four legislators,
says Sen. Carrie »
Ruud, R-Breezy

Ruud

Point, a Senate co-author of the

bill.

The agency will promote
activities that support, main-
tain and expand the state’s
travel markets, she said. The
agency’s director will, be
appointed by the governor.

Authored, in the Senate by
Sen. Tom B%fkk DFL-Cook, the
measure was sponsored in the
House by Rep. Gregory Davids,
R-Preston, where Rep. Loren
Solberg, DFL-Grand Rapids,
was also a co-author.

“Tourism is a-very .important

» Tourism / Page A14 f.\~

(O A

» Tourism / From Page Al A

industry to the state,” Ruud said
in a statement last week. “T am
excited that we now have a new
agency to encourage its growth.
This will only help Minnesota's
economy — an increase in
tourism benefits everybody
from resort owners to shop
owners to gas station owners, as
| well as all the people they
| employ.”

The transfer of dutles from
DEED to the new agency will help
“increase the awareness of
tourism in Minnesota,” John
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Edman, deputy commissioner of
the Minnesota Office of Tourism,
told a House committee.

The budget would move with
the office, resulting in no net
fiscal impact to the state,

Edman said Minnesota is
being outspent on tourism mar-

‘keting by neighboring states,

according to a Minnesota House
report. With more people leav-
ing the state to travel than peo-
ple coming here from else-
where, it is time to look at other
funding mechanisms for pro-

/Il/lmz-:sanc‘ PING SERVICE
vESor CLpPING Dt

2600.32 - - XX
v..d. o XX

{
————

moting Minnesota travel.
For every dollar the state
spends, it gets $4.60 back;in
taxes, Edman said.. By giving
Explofe Minnesota Tourism the -
flexibility to pursue public-pri-
vate partnerships, the law will
make the office more effective
at generating marketing dollars.
Tourism represents $9 billion
in economic activity every year
and generates $1 billion in
taxes, Ruud said. It employs
230,000 people statewide.
Xb @bemidjipi

com



BRAINERD DAILY DISPATCH

BRAINERD, MN
"Rz 2004
S

_______Qw;_;‘gf

_enjoys pohtlcs

ed for the p0s1t10 n. S
] . thou is was a great opportumty,” she o
UL — She wore out three palrs of run- s ;' Oesn happen very often.” -
ning shoes Vls1t1ng communities and door-knock-  In the primary, Ruud didn’t receive the party L
ing during her electmn but Sen Carne Ruud; R- vendorsement The lack of support didn’t stop her.
Breezy Point, sai wor ‘ _“Tt was very good for me. It made me work hard.
AT door-knocked the entire dlstmct and more It made me get my message out there,” she said.
‘than once in some places,” she said. Ruud first Ruud said she also had great support from
decided to 1 ‘ state Senate as mayor of friends and family during her campaign. Her 88-
. Breezy Po ~ year-old parents from Deervvood part1c1pated in

, ce, Ruud was mvolved; the campalgn
w1th prop osmg political redlstnctmg options. The : ) L
completed task split Cromeg County, and leftan  See RU'UD / 8A -




RUUD / Sons are gmwn

She won the election and’( busmess tourism, en
‘ment. and educatlon .

. was sworn into office in
January 2003. :
The mother of two SODS‘

Ruud said she spent most of

her career as a mom.
As her sons grew up, Ruud

worked part time $o she could
be involved in their lives. She

served as a room mom in their
classes, and supervised field
trips. The trio loved the out-
" doors and recreational activi-
ties..

“Having two boys is won-
did such fun

derful. We
things,” Ruud said. “We just

enjoyed each other and domg ,

‘things together.”
Her sons are now grown.

'The oldest  son lives in

Colorado and works as a ski
instructor. Her youngest lives
in Nisswa with hlS w1fe and
two children.
Z Ruud also said she i is close
. with her mother, father, two
sisters and brother — all who
supported her when running.

In her spare:time, Ruud
snowshoes, hikes, inline
skates, blkes and
marathons. Every year, she
rides the Paul Bunyan Trail
with  U.S. Rep James
Oberstar, D-Minn.

After getting a divorce,
Ruud obtained her real estate
license. While she was estab-

lishing herself, Ruud worked

three jobs — as a waitress, in
a deli and as a real estate bro-
ker.

Whlle working with real .

estate, Ruud met her current
husband. The couple was mar-
ried last year. Together, the
~ pair has a big family — most-

ly coming from his side.
- Ruud’s husband has 15 grand--

. children, varying m age from
© 1to 20.

" Ruud’s husband managed
her senatorial campaign.

This year is Ruud’s second .

session in office. She serves-on

the Health, Human Services

and = Correctionis =~ Budget

Division; Higher Education

* Budget Divisions; Jobs,
Housing “and Commum'ty
Development committees. Her
legislative concerns are small

Pl
‘and the Womens
Know bill.

~ million for trails.”

; oﬂenders

Tuns

“and ATVs. She has author

She also foeﬁsed on ATV -
with Sen. Joh’n?i*Marty, DF
Roseville. “We got almos $5

This ye:
authored ~
would require mandato

-tencing for se:
- legislation

an appomt ‘: !
review board.

She represents Pequet‘;;
Lakes the home of Dru

: SJOd]Il Last November, Sjodin

was abducted after leavmg‘

work in Grand Forks, ND;

Alfonso Rodz'lguez Jr
known Level 3 sex oﬂ'enderf
from Minnesota, was charged

- in December wlth abducting
‘Sjodin. Ruud participated in a

Pequot Lakes town meeting;
she said the legislation
addresses most of the issues
brought up at the meeting,
" Other legislation Ruud has
worked on pertains to forestryf ~

bill to bond $6 million for a
regional jail in Walker.
Currently, Cass County has
come up with the other half of
the funds, $6 million. =~
Ruud has requested bonds
for the Paul Bunyan Trail,
Central Lakes College |
Bemidji State University.
She participates in a

Wednesday morning Bible

study at the Capitol. The:
study is open to everyone —
senators, representatlves andg
staffers. -
“It is. a: wonderful Way to ‘
refocus and really get back -
down to earth and really know
what we are here to do . Ruud
said. -
Overa]l Ruud said develop- j
ing and maintaining relation-
ships is a key to success. “T
think that is really important.
Politics is all about relation-
ships and working together”
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Public seeks no release, or death
penalty for Level 3 sex offenders

B 125 citizens,
state  legislators
attend  Pequot
Lakes public forum

BY BETTY RYAN ..

Staff writer

It’s been a difficult time
for this community. The
Dru Sjodin abduction and
the unsolved murder of

Rachel Anthony shattered i J#5

the community’s feeling of &
“it doesn’t happen here.” 2
A grieving community £

was ready to take some:> ;

action and let the - state8
know they didn’t want§

Level 3 sexual offenders &

released. There is a
demand for more effective
ways to deal with criminal
sexual offenders.

Through the efforts of
former Pequot Lakes
Mayor Jack Schmidt,. the
Pequot Lakes Chamber of

Commerce, and Sen.e
Carrie _Ruud, a public

meeting about criminal
sexual offenders was held
Jan. 17 at the Pequot Lakes
School Present were the
Corfimissioner . of
Corféctions Joan Fabian,
and Harley Nelson, deputy
commissioner as well as
area legislators. Some 125
members of the public
were there to hear from the

WEEKLY 4,625
JAN 22 2004
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Linda walker, left, mother of Dru S]odm talks with. Patty Wetterling, whose son’s
abduction 14 years ago led to changes in child protection laws. Sjodin has been
missing since Nov. 22, when the Pequot Lakes graduate was apparently abducted .

"from a Grand Forks, N.D. shopping mall parking lot. A Level 3 sex offender has been

arrested and charged in her dasappearance

.commissioner and legisla-

tors and to present their
concerns.

Legislators present
included Sen. Rdud,
. Breezy Point; Sen. Betsy

Wergin, Princeton; Sen.
Dave Kleis, - St. Cloud
minority chairman on.the
crime prevention commit-
tee; Sen. Paul Koering,

. .Fort Ripley; Rep. Dale

Walz, Brainerd; Rep.
Doug Fuller, Bemidji;
Rep.  Larry Howes,

Walker. _Joanne Johnson

and Jean- Kraft were the‘
.moderators. :

_ “This is a scnsitive’_
emotional issue and we’re.. .
trying to affect change in'a -

system that’s not working,”
Kraft said in her introduc-
tory remarks. -

Sen. Ruud " mtroduced '

the legislators and told the
audience that they were .at
the meeting. to listen to the

~ public and - to bring the

message back to the legis-

‘audience and the legisla-
tors, there seemed to be an

‘those present favored the

lature
.. Death penalty
. From the reaction of the

agreement that many of

death penalty for Level 3
sex offenders.

~"The leglslators present
were in agreement that the
death penalty should be |
brought to the pubhc for a.
vote.

Pr cnntmued on page 14
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Publlc seeks no release, death penalty for Level 3" s

i

Joan Fablan, commissioner of the Department of
Corrections, explains the current sex offender -
registration and release laws to those in attendance at
Saturday s public forum. * :

> o .

In

cnntmued from the front

It would take a constitu-
tional amendment to allow

the death penalty in

Minnesota. The legislators

: present preferred putting the

question on the ballot rather
than through a vote of the
legislature.

Patty Wetterling, whose
son Jacob has been missing
for 14 years, said it is every-
one’s job to build a safer

_community.

“I personally can’t unag-
ine killing someone,” she
said. “Life imprisonment is a

- reasonable alternative.”

She said that it costs more

(v 2

to execute a person than to
keep them in prison for life.
A death penalty decision
may drag on for 10 years or
more, keeping the victim’s
family without closure.

" Life changed for many

“We are all victims,”
Donna Good of Pequot
Lakes said. “T think ‘about
you (Linda Walker) every
day. We need to change the
system.”

A woman said that after
Jacob Wetterling was abduct-
ed 14 years ago, her daughter
couldn’t sleep. She didn’t
ride her bike. It took away
her innocence and trust.

There was a suggestion

that there be user fees for
offenders. They should be
paying for their treatment
and housing.

A person who was a vic-
tim advocate said the victim
needed to be informed of a
plea bargain.

Mothers of v1ct|ms
among speakers

Jayne Hanson, mother of
a daughter who was 15 when
she was raped, said her
daughter struggled just to
survive and at 21 shot her-
self. '

“That’s the effect rape has
on a victim,” Hanson said.
“There should be no plea bar-
gaining in rape cases. Idon’t

know when this guy will be
out” .
---Closing remarks

Sen. Ruud said the legis-
lators present now -had a
clearer understanding: of , the
problem and of the position
of legislators. She.thanked
Jack Schmidt for calhng the
meeting.

At the close of the meet-
ing, Linda Walker, Dru
Sjodin’s “mother, thanked
¢éveryone for coming. Several
persons spoke . with Walker.
A very poignant momerit
came- when Hanson and
‘Walker met and hugged.
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d esting life in politics and he
shared his favorite and
t moments be ‘

e office. Mr. Demgen said his
. favorite part of being a
~ commissioner is interact-

g and helping people

jith everyday problems.
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Environmental coalition unveils leglslatlve agenda

BY BRAD SWENSON
Pioneer Political Editor
An ambitious program to pro-
tect and clean Minnesota
waters heads the legislative
agenda of a wide-ranging coali-
tion of Minnesota environmen-
tal and conservation groups.
But, they admit, the news
Wednesday of a $700 million
state budget shortfall in the
next biennium doesn’t make
their job any easier.
“We’re paying more now for
recreation but getting less,”

John Tuma, government rela-

tions associate with the Min-
nesota Environmental Partner-
ship, said Wednesday.

Several members were in
Bemidji for a media briefing, after
having held a similar issue brief-

in Pine River for_Sen. Carrie
Ruud, R-Breezy Point.

“Because of past budget short-
falls, environmental program
spending has been slashed
while user fees boosted, many
going to the state’s general fund
and not to dedicated uses.

“We've paid our fair share”
Tuma said. Historically, about 2
cents of every state tax dollar
has been spent on environmen-
tal and natural resources pro-
grams, but that slipped to 1.2
cents in recent years, he said.

And State Lottéry dollars,
which the public perceives
going to environmental pro-

. grams, sends 60 percent to the
state’s general fund, he said.

The Minnesota Environmen-
tal Partnership, which includes
about 90 environmental and
conservation groups, is pushing
a five-point legislative agenda,
headlined by a program to raise
up to $80 million a year to pro-
tect and clean state waters.

The funds would be levied
through a $3 a month fee to res-
idents and a sliding fee based

on water usage of $200 to $600

a year to businesses, Tuma said.

“Our goal is to protect our
waters,” he said. “We want a
common-sense practical solu-
tion and investments made to
clean and protect our rivers,
streams, lakes and drinking
water.”

Tuma said the groups are
awaiting a commitment from

Gov. Tim Pawlenty to pursue the
program in 2005, and said it has
the backing of the business
community and farm organiza-
tions. They also hope to get
counties on board, although

they have been reluctant as they

would collect the fees.

“But a lot of the money would
go to rural areas to clean up
impaired waters,” Tuma said.
The fees would either be added
to municipal water bills or to
rural well users’ property tax
bills. Provisions would be made
for the poor on fized incomes to
opt out.

“It will ‘help provide a quick
start for rural residents to clean
up septic systems,” said Gary
Botzek, MEP board member and
lakes association lobbyist. “It
would also offer low-interest
loans for private homeowners
to clean up waters.”

The dedicated funding would

-help Minnesota fulfill enforce-

ment of the 30-year-old Clean
Water Act, Tuma said.

Another legislative priority is
stricter standards for reducing
mercury pollution, by establish-

. ing enforceable mercury reduc-

tion targets, especially for Min-
nesota coal-burning power
plants, Tuma said.

- Utilities are expected to fight
the stricter standards,
action must be taken starting
within state borders.

“Only 10 percent of our mer-
.cury comes from Minnesota,

but ours is going someplace
else,” Botzek said, with plants in
Western states contributing to
mercury fish advisories in
many Minnesota waters.

Other MEP legislative priori-
ties include measures to protect
community rights indecisions
such as regulating feedlots,
advocating responsible off-road
vehicle use, and increasing

funding for environment and’

natural resources both in state
funding and bonding state proj-
ects.

“We trust our local units of
government to make decisions
and not have the state override
them,” Tuma said, adding the

state should not be able to set’

aside local processes to enforce
planning and zoning.

but

And MEP would seek stiffer
penalties for flagrant off-high-

way vehicle violators, including =

seizure of the violator’s vehicle,
he said. Included will be a call
for noise restrictions on
machines.

“We are not trying to outlaw
OHV use, but we need responsi-
ble ridership,” Tuma said. “We
need real tough penalties, not
just fines that people consider
the cost of doing recreation.”

MEP would also 'support
efforts to designate more trails
for all-terrain - vehicle “use,
although Tuma admitted vari-
ous groups within MEP may.
have different ideas of where
and how many miles of trails.

“Some groups may want to
ban off-road use on .public

and humanities groups tned to o
join in the dedlcatmn o
“Having constltuﬁonal o

amendment vote would put this

off to at least 2007,” Tuma said.

“We need to start now And we

want legislators to do the job, : as

we are not a referendum state.”
He called the legislative agen-

da a bipartisan agenda, and

predicted that even with a state

~budget shortfall, people will

" support dedlcated fundmg to

such programs. -
* “People want 1mpalredw ersi, ,
fixed, and if money goes to ‘
people will support something
positive,” Tuma said. “The mes- .
sage of the past election was
that people want to get thmgs~~
done.” ~

= bswensnn@hemldnpmneer com

lands, but that is not reality,” -

Botzek said.

Tuma said MEP will also seek
a funding level of 2 percent of
the state’s general fund for con-
servation and enyvironmental
programs, but will not push for
the constitutional amendment
to dedicate a portion of state
funds to such uses.

Such a provision got watered
down in the last session, as arts
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‘ before Labor Day.

26 .3236

; *with
~ author in the Senate,

eserving the after-Labor Day start has
especially important for tourism
s, as that last long three-day Weekend
18 business to local resorts and -
sm facilities for traveling famjhes For
eason, local legislators have tried to
wve the school start to no sooner than
first Tuesday after Labor Day, but the o
Is introduced this year were stalled.
Carrie Ruud. R-Breezy Point, the
e similar bill in the

House found authors in Reps. Larry »

- ‘Howes, R-Walker, Loren Solberg, DFL# ,k

tone 'sChedules for most famihes .
getting up earlier and establishinga

_ routine for the day No longer canone
~ consider a day at the beach, orevena day
_ in the yard. Instead, it's elther rushing the
 kids to school or havmg to attend school.

~ And, of course, now tlme has to be found .
for homework.

nl : few days
While the SChOOl startis ALl ays - aweek earlier hurts our economy more

~, earher than normal, it still just doesn’t

 seem right. Especially when considering
 that the temperatures are slatedtobein

oday and Fnday Ancl that it st111 ‘ that extra three-day holiday before

~ bucklimgdown toa fall agenda and, brrrr,
- snow and cold.

the 80s

~ For many years, ;ta e law prohlblted

~ school dlstncts from starting schools prior
 to Labor Day. And, for that matter, most

colleges and universities followed that
dictum also. Now, the state no longer re-
_quires s ho

~ ture changed the law to prevent districts
from starting any earlier than Sept. 1.

o ,Grand Ra;nds and Doug Fuller, R-Bemidji*

 The earlier school start also affects .
;’busmesses ‘which provide jobs for teens
~ and now must adjust their work force to
~ older people or seniors sooner than

usual. One of the big losers is the 4
Minnesota State Fair, which hires about

N 900 teens for the two-week run of the fair
~ which now
_ the fair’s last week.

finds school starting during

~ There are many reasons for starting

school earlier, including that school then

can end earlier i in the spring and students

. can get summer jobs sooner. But the

damage done to our local late summer

~ businesses seems to outweigh any advant-

ages to an earlier start. Simply put, starting

than ending a week later in the spring.
 Besides, with summer in the North

’,m,“lﬁ,‘ -

s to wait until after Labor Day‘

Legisla-
10 begn classes, but in 2000 the Legisla dassrooms today, thinking about their lost

~ summer days, will agree. ‘

County as short as it is already, we need

We hope our legislators return to st Paul
yuary renewed in an effort to agam
for an afterLabor Day start for
ools. And we’'re sure all the students -
and teachers si tnng in their hot
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Caucus

influence and shape
) ; : 'c1es that affect Min-
commumty forum Monday in gest children,
Bemidji. . '  their faxmhes and care givers,
! The blparnsan anesota and seeks to educate legislators,
:fLeglsIanve Early Childhood create dialogue, build consen-:
Caucus will hear from commu- sus and provide direction for
‘ ‘ a  legislative action. Currently, 86

members of the Minnesota Leg-
,;lslature belong to the caucus.
_Founders include Reps.. Nora
_ Slawik, DFL-Maplewood, and
_Jim Rhodes, R-St. Louis Park,
; * and Sens. Claire Robhng, Rjor-
?*Breezy Point, and John Hot- » dan, and Becky Lourey, DFL Ker- .
! tinger, DFL- St Peter, and Reps. .nck

Doug Fuller, RBemxd]i and, A grant from the Sheltermg
- Larry Howes, ‘RWalker. Ruud, * Arms Foundation is providing
_ however, is slated to attend a organizing funds for the com-

Bramerd Lakes Chamber dinner munity forums to be held in a

and. Fulier has a legislative dozen cities across the state.
forum on elderly issues m - Other forums in the area are

¢ Bemidji at the same time, planned for Grand Raplds and
? The Early Childhood Caucus Thief River Falls.
i was formed in 2003 by 1eg1sla- - ~——Brad .S‘werwon?‘L

R
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Busmess owners

support new bill

BY MOLLY MIRON
Pioneer Editor

Paul Bunyan and Babe the
Blue Ox will be the star wittiess-
es at 9:30 a.m. today as Gov. Tim.,
Pawlenty signs into law Explore
Minnesota Tourism.

“It's a neat PR deal. That’s the
Minnesota icon,” said Hampton
Inn owner Richard Siegert.

The bill, co-authored in the
Senate by Sen Carrie Ruud, R-
Breezy Point, takes effect July 1
to create a new state office to
deal with tourism issues. The

“)Department of Employment
and Economic Development.
currently administers tourism
functions.

“I think it’s a good idea that
we have our own department of

tourism. All the issues will be

addressed better that way,” said

' Dave Fallis of Finn-n-Feather

resort. He is president of the
Minnesota Northwoods
Tourism Bureau.

Fallis said the primary issue
concerning resorters is escalat-

ing property taxes. Lake proper-

.ty for development is in such

‘demand that resorts have trou- |

ble staying in business.

He said the resort industry '

wolld. like the new Explore

- Minnesota Tourism department

to address include loans for ;:
‘Bemidji Area Chamber of Com-

‘merce and manager of Lake
Bemidji State Park said any- .
" thing that increases tourism -

upgrading septic systems and
the reinstatement of the resort
loan program. The loan pro-
gram provides funding from the
state to be matched at low inter-
est by local banks.

“It’s ‘always been paid back.

There were never any bad

loans,” Fallis said.

for the signing today.
“Pm going to be in the water

putting docks in, getting ready |

for the opener,” he said.

Eric Nelson, president of the

Bemidji Innkeepers Association

and manager of the5soon- to-

open Hampton Inn, said he is : :

» Business / Page 5 6

Y
» Business
From Page 1 %

pleased the governor decided to
hold 'the signing ceremony in’
Bemidji.

“Pawlenty is very strong on
tourism all the way through,”
Siegert said.

“We’ve got a $9 billion tourist

industry and it employs a great .
.- many people,” Nelson said.

He said the administration

~.does a good job promoting

" tourism.

Paul Mork, member of the

' has a positive effect.

. “Whatever we can do to
i< enhance visibility of this area, I
think it's a good thing,” Mork

:said. “We want to make people

However, he said he would ‘ aware of the bea‘uty of this

not be on hand at the Bemidji - area.”

From that appreciation, he

" said, tourists develop an under-
: standmg of the need to preserve

and protect the environmental

' resources that bring themn here.

“It all kind of ties together,” he

_said.

As for the governor's signing
ceremony at the feet of Paul and

Babe, he said, “That’s a feather ]

in our cap here in Bemidji.” |
X mmiron@bemidjipioneer.com !
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Ablll proposed :
by Sen. lulie -
Rosen, R-Fair-
| _mont, would ;
" require push poll
callers to reveal
_who they work
for, whethera

. ment”and as someone who would put guns
in the hands of cnmmals “They didn’t

The quesL’ '
orth-central anesota dlstnct “Would ‘

off on the poll,
and where to get
more information

Contmued fmm a,

Rosen’s leglslatmn would requ:lre push poll callers to

reveal who they work for, whether a candidate or cam- =
~ paign committee has signed off on the poll and where a
. person can get more information on the poll. ,

“(The bill) doesn’t interfere or e

~ context of this free speech,” Rosen s
* eliminate this practice of push pollm‘ , o
- Rosen noted that opponents of vmtlms of push pollmg :
aren’t always responsﬂale, but they can be unfa;lrly
- blamed for the practice.
" = Sen. Dave Kleis, R-St. Cloud, said that was the casein

arace he was in where his opponent had been the victim

 of push polling, which he had nothing to do with.

“It was guilt by association,” Kleis said. “T held a press
conference denouncing it. It can work both ways.”

- . Democrats had their own examples of push polling.

*  Sen. John Hottinger, DFL-St. Peter, said he’s been the
victim of it in his past three elections. In the case of for-
mer Rep. Ruth Johnson, a DFLer from St. Peter, push
polling may have cost her an election, Hottinger said.

~ Under the bill, polling firms who don’t reveal informa-

_ tion about the poll would face a misdemeanor charge.

Lawmakers must yet ﬁgure out details of who Would
enforce the law ’ , y




K

PIONEER
BEMID. I, MN
TUESDAY 10,200
MAY 12004

Pawlenty to visit Bemidi

en

Governor to sign tourism bill today at waterfront

BY BRAD SWENSON
Pioneer Political Editor
State agency restructuring
will boost tourism by allowing
partnerships with the private
sector,. says state Employment
and Economic Development
Commissioner Matt Kramer.
Gov. Tim Pawlenty, in a cere-
monial bill signing today at the
Lake Bemidji waterfront, “will
be taking the first step in mak-
ing the¥Minnesota Office -of
Tourism a private-public part-
nership,” Kramer said Monday.

Tourism — a new office within

the executive branch — “will
have much more resources to
go to private industry and get
matching dollars and have
much more leeway to do special
promotions,” he said. -
Pawlenty, who officially signed
the bill April 28, will do his cere-

-monial signing at 9:30 a.m. in

the shadows of Paul Bunyan and
Babe the Blue Ox at the lakefront
Travel Information Center.
Kramer, joking that he was
Republican governor’s advance

The new Explore Minnesota man, spoke to the Bemidji Noon
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Rotary Club on economic devel-
opment issues, including the
tourism restructuring bill.

The current Minnesota Office
of Tourism is a division under
Kramer’s  Department  of
Employment and Economic
Development. Moving it won’t
change its status, Kramer said,
as its employees will still be
state workers and there will be
no predicted budget impact.

The new office will still be
under Kramer’s supervision,
and its director ‘appointed by
the governor.
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But, he said, the move will tunity to go to the community
free up the agency to partner level and taking your communi-
with the private sector to market ty initiatives and marketing
Minnesota, and will allow the those on a national level.”
new agency to work with com- » The bill was authored by Sen..
munities to raise their tourism aneog Bakk, DFL-Cook, and Rep.
offerings to a national level. *Gregory Davids, R-Preston. Co-

“It is going to be much more authors include Sen. Carrie
aggressive in reaching out to*Ruud, R-Breezy Point, and Rep.
communities and asking them * Loren Solberg, DFL-Grand Rapids.

presenting speci-

associations re

how they want to market them-

selves,” Kramer said. “They (the

state office) do some fantastic

marketing, but by and large,

they do it at the statewide level.

This gives.them the first oppor-
Vs

3 s

“There

July 1,
planning. The

presenta-
esses, leg-

and hospitality

Kramer suspected that cur-
rent field staff would remain in

place, "and that the
vate partnersh

While the bill takes effect —
expand opportu

and new office created —
second year will see the office

Kramer said there would be a
restructuring itself.””

groups, each of four tourism

marketing areas, re
year’s transition first.

tives of tourism busin
will be a lot of

“islators and others.

fied tourism

Kramer said tourism in Min-
nesota directly employs 145,000
and supports another 200,000
indirectly involved in tourism-
< A.

RN

» Tourism / Page

~

Eco-

public-pri-
tinues a .

ip may even -

nities.
a private compa-

The bill also con
requirement that the Depart-

For example,
ny may purchase a mall kiosk
into which state tourism mate-
rial can be distributed, he said.
ment of Employment and
nomic Development continue
to provide free space for travel
. information centers and free
maps for. distribution at travel
information center.

i has a unique partner-
ship in its lakefront Travel Infor-
mation Center with the cit

Bemidji

j

Bemid

of

Y

, Bemidji Area Chamber
merce and state Depart-

- f

part

ment of Transportation as

of Com
ners.

&3 bswenson@bemidjipioneer.com
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dred thousand
dollars for
planned main-
tenance work at
BSU, the bill
also includes a
total ~ of $1.3

Bunyan, il
improvements
within the city.
It provides
$900,000.in direct funding for
the trail and $400,000 is in
another Department of Natural
Resources request for rip rap of

Fuller

the Lake Bemidji shore border- -

ing the trail.

- Inside

_ > Commuter rail funding drives

House debate over B

ouse OKs BSU arena

ing to make room.
Passing the ‘bill -out of the
House “was a l‘gge hurdle,” said

A Doug -Fuller, R-Bemidji,
g T P T e el B

> Senate passes tax bill that

returns $60 million in state aid
to local governments / Page .
A11 N

102-30 vote-after seven hours of
debate — most of it over $37.5
million for the proposed NGrth-

star commuter rail in the Twin’

Cities. Supporters were unablé
to include it, despite efforts-to

pull out higher education fund-.

visions.

“Now the conference
committee will be a high jump.
1’1)‘l1at s where our next step w111

e »

‘The Republican House bill
actually borrows $602 million
for its,public works, with other
costs falling to the beneficiar-
ies. It is $80 million less than
that recommended by Gov. Tim
Pawlenty. The DFL-led Senafe is

“expected to unroll its bill Tues-

677 6 BY BRAD SWENSON
Pioneer Political Editor
Bergidji . Stalte University
) 1. | scored with a slap shot Thurs-
o lnllhon day, as the Minnesota House
b nd bll ia)ppll('ioved $6171.6 ﬁnillionl in
a1 uildjng projects that include
0 ng ! $30 x%xllion mostly for BSU prbj-
- ects.
faces In the mix are $18 million for
3 ia1 niw NCAA Division I-capable
ockey arena on. campus and
Conf erence $10 million for the next phase
. - S of BSU/Northwest Technical Col-
Commlttee lege co-location. The project
) ) ) calllls ,fpx;l reré(évating'Bridgeman
G - Hall and adding lab space at
Wlth Sanate Northwest Tech.
_ _ % In addition to.several hun-

Sen. Rod Skoe, DFL- Clearbrook ©

.Colleges and Universities sys-

The House bill passed on a

»> Bondlng bill / Page A10 ¢

» BOIldlIlg bill / From Paige.A'l (/

on the House floor, with:law-
makers questioning why the
arena was put through the
Sports Commission.

“The only reference to us all
day was from Rep. Paymar”
Fuller said of Rep. Michael Pay-,
mar, DFL-St. Paul, who ques-
tioned funding for a hockey
arena when a $20 million initia-
tive to combat homelessness
was deleted.

day, with at least $200 million
in projects than the House bill.

“We're very happy,” said Carl
Baer, BSU vice president for uni:
versity advancement who was
with Fuller in St. Paul on Thurs-
day. “Doug has worked very,
very hard and has a lot of
friends down here. We're very
grateful for that.”

Now the attention turns to the
Senate, where Baer said the
measures are supported by Sens  Capital Investment Chairman
Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, and *Phil  Krinkie, R-Shoreview,

“answered it very up front with

regard to St. Cloud funded
through Amateur Sports, and
the state has given money for
Ritter Arena at the University of
Minnesota, as well as many
other projects across the state,”
Fuller said.

“Outside of that, we werent
mentioned,” he said.

After Krmkles response, ‘it
was all over,” said Rep. Douge
Lindgren, R-Bagley, a co-sponsor
on the bill. “We were just cruxs-
ing after that.”

But Lindgren said Fuller, was
ready to testify, if needed. “He’s
got stacks ‘of paper — he was
just ready for-.it, but he didn’t
even need it.” -

Lindgren said both he and
Fuller worked legislators for the
project, with Fuller stressing
the need athletically for the
arena at BSU and Lindgren not-
ing the importance to the
regional economy such an

“We're very appreciative that
Sen. Skoe is involved.and -is
working for this, and I know he
will do the best he can with his
party in the majority,” Baer said.
“With Sen. Skoe, and Sen. Ruud,
we have a very good chance of
getting in that bill.”

Key to the funding was put-
ting the hockey arena through
the Minnesota Amateur Sports
Commission  rather than
through the Minnesota State

tem, where it wasn’t listed ds a
priority.

Fuller was able to move the
BSU/Northwest Tech emerging
technologies project up from
19th to 10th in committee on
MnSCU’s list, and got positive
recommendations from two
panels on the hockey arena
through the MASC.

He had earlier thought any
strong opposition would come

arena would bring.

“We've never been this far
before,” said Baer, “and we’ve
never had this much money
before. We hope and believe this
could be our year.”

Splitting ‘the BSU projects

between MnSCU and MASC
“was a good decision;” he said.
“That’s something we worked
out with the chancellor, ... Of
course, we don’t want to com-
pete with other MnSCU proj-
ects.”

St. Cloud State got $9.5 mil-
lion "in 1987 from Amateur
Sports for its hockey arena, Baer
said, - adding that it was
approved by the Senate, .

Baer also said it helped to
bring the proposal to several

House panels and in having BSU-

student-athletes testify — hock-
ey players and Academic All-
America members Anik Co6té
and Bryce Methven — as well as
Glen Sonmor, whose coaching
career includes the University
of Minnesota Gophers, NHLs

North’ Stars, the WHA’s Min-

nesota- Fighting Saints, and
work now with the Minnesota
wild.

“We got a positive recommen-
dation” from the  committees,
Baer said, “and that changed a

lot of things for us in bringing

people over to our s1de, ‘and did-
n't put us in conflict.”
Fuller said much of the pro-
ject’s credibility lies with hav-

5

ing many legislators 'seeing the

current John Glas Fieldhouse
fac1ht1esJas well as the commit- PIONEER
tee process’ Krinkie set up to BEWMIDJI, MN
consider projects. FRIDAY 10,200

“I have both_members and APR 30 2004
s}tlaff fs.aying they wanltl to be a d . .
the first game,” Fuller said.
e !I OO 0 0 0O
to northern Minnesota, and ESQZ CLIPWE Sermce
also for Bemxdjx State Universi-
- e PR

Baer, calling the House suc
cess “a team sport,” said that
“the two Dougs have done their
part,” and is excited about the
potential for success in the Sen-
ate next week. i

House Speaker Steve Sviggum,
R-Kenyon, also a co-sponsor of
the hockey arena bill, said last
week that Pawlenty would
include the arena if it reaches
his desk.

The House bill also includes
$1.3 million for a Big Bog State
Recreation Area visitor’s Center,
Lindgren said. “I'm really happy .
about that.” ! 4

Deleted from the b111 howev-
er, was funding for new Red
Lake schools, a $22.1 million .
funding priority for Pawlenty,

“It’s still out in the Houseg, bui
I think ‘it will be coming
around,” said Lindgren. Skoe is
author of the measure in the .

Senate, ‘where it is expected to -
Eel'lpart of that body’s bonding
ill.
B2 bswenson@hemidjipioneer.com



By CANDI WALZ

..cans Republicans spiked Wednes-

GOP sa e UﬁFLers soft on crlme

] FRONT PAGEI

Legislative Correspondent crime.

day saymg Democrats are soft on ,

“We are here to show you what

T. PAUL — In a game of
Spohtlcal volleyball, attacks

have been thrust back and.
forth by Democrats and Republi- -

S

Attmcks from Al c

hypocrlsy the DFL is playing
with,” Senate Minority Leader
* Dick Day, R- Owatonna, said.

Please sec ATTACKS A9

N

GOP blasts DFL on pohtlcal ads

“The Senate DFL caucus they are like- the :
poster children to-be soft on'criminals.”

‘The volleying started yesterday Democrats
served the ball with an ad saying ‘the -
governor made the state unsafe. With a close
up shotof the governor’s eyes, the ad states,

“These eyes just watched as administrative . -

bungling and the wrong budget priorities let
rapists.. and sexual predators back on the
streets.™
Later in the day, at a press conference, the

governor set the political ball and said,
“Democrats, I-think, are frustrated because if
.you look at their issue agenda it’s basically
‘We’re going to raise your taxes.. We’re going
to promote gay marriages “and we’re going to
have more welfare’ That’s not a real popular
issue agenda so they are relegated to bemg
an attack party

Hlts too close to home:

While the ad never specifically: mentioned
Dru Sjodin, Sen. Carrie Ru
viewed it as+a persanal attack on one of her
constituents:

Sjodin, 22, a Pequot Lakes native was
abducted Nov. 22 after leaving work in
Grand Forks, N.D. Aflonso Rodriguez, of
Crookston,.a known level 3 sex offender —
most lrkely to re- offend — was charged with
the crime.

Wearing 'a Sjodin button, and holdmg up
her photo, Ruud emotlonally said, “Shame
on you. Shame on you. You are using Dru
Sjodin this lovely woman as a pawn in-your
partisan politics.” .

She added that Senators were invited to
her district for a town meeting, “We opened
our arms to ask you to help us solve this
problem. And how many of you came to my
community, not one.

“This is despicable,” Ruud said. You
offend me and you offend my community.”

' . Party Hypocrisy:

One of the points made by Republicans
was that in the past, DFLers accused them of
being too tough on crime. “Democrats are
now criticizing Governor Pawlenty for not

R-Breezy Point,* .
" -¢ Senate Majority Leader Dean Johnson, who

being tough enough ” Sen. Clalre Robhng, R-
Jordan, 'said. .

Roblmg introduced an amendment to
“Katie’s Law” in March 2000. The
amendment would have increased mandatory
sentences for sexual predators.

Those accused of first-degree sexual
"conduct would have a minimum sentence of
20 years, Second-degree offenders would
have to serve 15 years.

The amendment passed narrowly in the
Senate but was-later removed during
conference committee. :

- “It was really difficult for me, I really felt
like we were doing the right thing and -
moving in the right direction,” Robling said.
» Sen. Dave Kleis, R-St. Cloud, added, “You

wouldn’t even had a Rodriguez if they would ,

‘have went along with some of the
-amendments (and bills) we have offered in

: . the past.”

i a
One last volley:

didn’t know about the ad until Tuesday

- morning, killed the volley in a Wednesday

afternoon press conference
" He said the ad was “an attempt to -
showcase some of the budget cuts of last

_ session that could involve public safety.”

* “The governor along with some
Republicans made substantial cuts to the
Department of Corrections. The Department
of Corrections people tell us that they do not.
have the appropriate resources to look at -
“individuals who have been incarcerated or
-charged with certain time.”

Personally, the Leader said, “I think the
politics of cooperation, the politic_s of being
positive, the politics of less partisanship. are
always better. But I am only one voice
-amongst the rest of 201 I:Il)eople.”

Candi Walz is the legislative correspon-
dent in St. Paul for the Mesabi Daily News,
Hibbing Daily Tribune, Grand Rapids Her-
ald-Review, Cloquet Pine-Journal, Interna- .
tional Falls Daily Journal and the Bralnerd
Dispatch. . , A
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By Don Davis
Capitol Correspondent

ST. PAUL — Tempers flared.on the
Minnesota Senate floor as the clocked

' ticked past 2:20 a.m. Thursday.

It was more than 16 hours after sena-
tors first entered the chamber on
Wednesday to. pass their budget-bal-
ancing leglslatlon Inside the main

~-budget bill, provisions increasing sex

offender sentences drew’ out emotions.

'“Alfonzo Rodriguez ' didn’t fall
through the cracks,” Sen. Jane Ranum®
said about the man charged with kid-
napping University of North Dakota
student Dru Sjodin. “He was let out.”

The Minneapolis Democrat said Gowv.
Tim Pawlenty’s administration could
have kept the convicted sex offender
locked up.

After many comments like that, Sen.s
Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, was fired

of Eearlng Republican Pawlenty
blamed. -

“I ve just about had enough of 1t\ ”

Ruud said. “I will tell you that if any-
one had the opportunity to keep Mr.
Rodriguez behind bars, it is Sen.
Ranum. She is a five-term senator. She

has been in the majority and she has:

worked on the judiciary and the erime
committees. So if anyone is culpable
for Rodriguez being on the street and
doing what he'did, it is Sen. Ranum.”

Rodriguez says he is innocent. -

Sex offender legislation prompted
the only emotional debate of the
marathon session, which resulted in
Democrats passing the budget bill on a
party-line 35-31 vote. The vote came 13
hours-after a companion bill passed 35-
32.

‘Senators approved cutting 5 percent
out of state agencies’ budget, compared
to a 3 percent cut favored by the House
and governor. They also would elimi-
nate 38 top Pawlenty appointees and
change corporate taxes to raise $56
million.

Senators severely restricted out-of-
state travel for state workers including

N\

'Senate takes 16 hours to pass budget

the governor. The Senate went along

"with the House in avoiding $40 million

in health and welfare cuts Pawlenty
suggested in an effort to close a $160_
million deficit.

The measure will head to a House—
Senate conference committee to Work_
out differences. .

Most of the bill’s debate was dry, but
it became emotional when the pubch~
safety provisions came up after mldw_
night.

While the House voted to put f1rst-

time serious sex offenders in jail forv
life, without the chance of release, sen*"
ators opted to limit first-time offender -
sentences to 60 years. .
* Sen. Wes Skoglund, DFL-Mlnneapo-
lis, said the House bill could let peoplé
get off easier if they are convicted of
murder than if convicted of crlmmaf‘
sexual conduct.

“Some of these creeps are going to
figure this out: ‘I'm safer killing them:
than I am keeping them alive,” e

Skoglund said.. ) e
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2 LETTERS To THE EDITOR
Real resort i1ssues left

unaddressed by state

2

- Gov. Pawlenty came to town for a press con-
ference at our waterfront Tourist Information
Center. He signed a law transferring state
1,0ffice of Tourism from the Department of
Employment, and Economic Development to’
his own office. I attended the event, and I hope:
it will mean greater attention to tourism, and-
.promotion of our resort industry. - _
Matt Kramer, the head of DEED, said that the

.- new":Explore Minnesota Tourism ‘department
-+ won’t.change the status of its employees, who
= will remain staté workers. He added that there-
= will be no impact on the budget. And the new’
* office will still be under Kramer’s supervision.

However, the governor will gain a number- of:

" opportunities for new political appomtments

including the director of tourism and 28 peo-
ple to serve on an advisory council. We learried
that the transition will take a year. There is no:
indication that a smgle additional dollar will:
be spent to promote tourism. '

Tourism employs 145,000 anesotans
directly and 200,000 1nd1rectly It’s a $9:5 bil-
lion industry in our state. It seems to me it
deserves more than photo ops and more polit-

- ical appointments. A local resorter has pointed.

“out-that escalating tax on lake property, driven

by development pressure, is a primary issue for

the tourism industry. We need to look at the
problem of constantly escalating our assessed
property values. We need to resist increasing
property tax rates above the cost-of-living.
increases.

Resorters also need help as they upgrade sep-.
tic systems, and carry out other mandates that
help to. protect the quality of our lakes and
rivers. They would like to see the resort loan
program reinstated, which matched state
money with low interest loans from local
lenders. %

Our legislators Fuller Llndgren and _Bm:.d_
need to introduce and support legislation that
addresses the real issues facing resort owners.
Press conferénces about moving the Tourism
Office from one place to another won’t help if
we don’t make serious efforts to improve
tourism promotional support and address tax
issues and capital needs of the resort industry.

JIM HELTZER
D1str1ct 3 Commissioner

Beltra 'County_:
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Lawmakers say bill
contains good
provisions for .
NE Minnesota

By CANDI WALZ
Legislative Correspondent

ST. PAUL — More bonding in a
bigger Senate package would
bring more to the region.

The . - Senate
announced Tuesday would bor-
row $888 million in general
obligation bonds for state pro-
jects. It was significantly bigger
than the governor’s proposal by
$200 million and $260 million
more than the House's bill passed
last Thursday.

The package quickly moved
through two committees. on
Tuesday. The two-hour Capital

|

aetontraes 1

proposal

Investments Committee provid-
ed overview and clarification
before passing with one opposi-
tion vote. The process was much
quicker in the Finance
Committee, lasting about 15
minutes.

Overall, only one technical -
amendment was offered and no
debate was heard in either com-
mittee.

The bill now heads to the
Senate for a vote.

Despite the increased funding
for northern Minnesota, legisla-
tors had mixed reactions.
Democrats were pleased but
Republicans were concerned
with the size.

“I'would argue that this (31ze) is

where we should be,” Sen. Tom
1 Bakk, DFL-Cook, said. “With the

interest rates at.a 40-year low —
we should take advantage of it.”
Sen. Yvonne Prettner Solon

said the balanced bill included
“projects for metro areas and
Greater Minnesota. It addresses
the needs of Republicans and
Democrats alike.”

“It’s a well balanced bill,” Sen.*

Tom Saxhaug, DFL-Grand
Rapids, said. “I think that every-
one gets a fair shake in here.”

Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy ,

Peint; Tsagreed, “We
(Republicans) didn't have .any
input on this bill.”

But, chairman of the Senate’s
Capital Investment Committee,
Sen.
Glyndon, said the legislation
could actually have been much
bigger.

“This bill represents about half
of the total requests.” Overall, he
said senators introduced pro-
jects totaling $1.4 billion.

While local senators disagreed -

on the size of the overall bill, they

found comimon ground on
spending more in higheréduca-
tion. The bill funded most of the

: buﬂdngfestoratlon, equipment
.and construction requests made
by the University of Minnesota .

and by the Minnesota - State’
Colleges and University System.
Specific to. . northern
Mlnnesota, fundlng for ‘three
buildings at theUniversity of
Minnesota-Duluth, an academic
and student services center at

Lake Superior College, restora- °

tions of Bridgeman Hall at

Keith Langseth, DFL- ,%Bemidji State University and

heavy equipment and music ren-
ovations at Central Lakes
Community and Technical
College in Brainerd were 1nclud-
ed in the package.

Legislators were pleased.

Solon said there is “premiere
education in the state. The only
way to (ensure) this is to invest in

(college buildings). They are part
of the state’s infrastructure.”

Saxhaug added that the need
for educational funding “was

artlcularly true because we cut
it last year.”

Senate Majority Leader Dean.
Johnson, DFL-Willmar, said
Tuesday the bill could come to
the Senate floor Thursday.

And Minority Leader Dick Day *

offered to shorten the process
and hear the bill today so the

" Senate could adjoum this week,

as  suggested by
Monday.

If the bill passes the Senate, it
will be taken up in a conference
committee where members of
both chambers address the dif-
ferences in their proposals. The
finalized legislation would then
go to the governor's desk for
approval. Gov. Tim Pawlenty
could line-item veto any pro-
jects.

Johnson

————— e
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Senate Wa

By CANDI WALZ
.FOR THE DAILY TRIBUNE

ST. PAUL — The Senate

“voted to given Mlnneso‘ta S

minimum wage workers a.
raise.

- “This is falr and
the total Democratic
gram of trying to — . top: to
bottom — help our economy

out;,” Sen. Tom Saxhaug, .
DFL-Grand Rapids, said.  «:

In a 36-30 vote on Tues-

day, the Senate agreed .to -

raise the mlmmum 'age

Mesab:
Daily News

L~ 14- 2004

-ing the bill would broaden :
the state’s economic base.
Republicans countered say-
ing that hlgherwageswouldw,
deter buSmesses

2:Sen. Carrie Ruud B
Breezy Point, voted against

' ﬂl,‘_She said the discus-
1 was “a show” because
‘the House hasn’t heard a
~eompanion bill. “It has no
legs It will go nowhere.”
“'Ruud added that there are
currently 150 bills awaiting
-hearings in the Senate. “We
“could have taken up any one

from the current: rate of of these” which would have

$5.15 to $5.90 stamng July‘1,
2004. The = wage Would

increase again on July 1,.
. 2005 to $6.65.

" been better for the state.
Saxhaug disagreed with

the Republicans’ claim of

losing jobs, “I think it (the.

Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-. legislation) is job neutral.”

- Cook, voted in favor of the

Author of the bill, Sen.

bill, “I think that it should be *Ellen Anderson, DFL-St.

higher than it is. There is no
‘way that even two wage
earners in a household, both
making minimum wage, can
raise a family.” .

- During the  debate,
Democrats pushed their phi-
losophy of job creation, say-
i A

Paul, encouraged bipartisan
support. “Every single mem-
ber in this chamber can .
agree that we ought to -
reward work.”

A

ts mlmmum wage booste’_fff;-i

One Repubhcan, ¢ Sen.:

.V_-Mlchele Bachmann, R—Stlll-

water, heavily pushed the
living. wages. concept She

offered an amendment to’
raise the mmlmum wage to"
- $9 an hour.

Bakk though said $9 went

too far, “It is a job k111er I

think that businesses would
find a way to hire fewer peo-
ple (if the amendment was
accepted).”

.Ruud offered an amend-
ment to exempt tipped
employees from receiving
the $5.90 and $6.65 increas-
es. She argued that 43 states
don’t pay minimum wage to
these workers, reasoning

that tips make up for the"

decreased wage. :
Ruud’s amendment failed

‘along party lines on a 32-34
vote. She also received the
support of Independent.Sen. -

Sheila Kiscaden, Rochester.

Before the bill can

become law, similar legisla-
A T

~that body doesn’t takeup -
. the:companion bill, the Sen=*'
ate can'roll the language in

‘an omhibus bill. Items in the: .
‘6mnibus can be drscus,ed'__

'es out of - conference,

tlon needs to pass House:: If :

by a conference committees
made up of House and
ate members. If the bill p

would have to met the gov>-~ i
ernor’s approval with his sig-.

- nature before becoming law.

- “Fair work deserves a fair
wage;” Sen. Scott Dibble,
DFL-Minneapolis, said.  °

Candi Walz is the leg
tive correspondent in
‘Pawul for The Daily Tnbu'ne
Mesabi Daily News, Grand
Rapids Herald-Review, Clo-
quet Pine-Journal, Interna-
tional Falls Daily Journal
and the Brainerd Dispaich. |
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‘Local
legislators:
It’s not that
great overall

By CAND! WALZ ,
Legislative Correspondent '

T. PAUL — While the
February forecast pro-
jected that the state’s
buliget deficit was less than
expected, two Range legisla-
tors said it’s nothing to
write home about.
“If you look at the long
term, we are looking at a
§ $1 billion deficit
again in 200g-07,”
amre Rep. Tony S 1chg‘ *
@ ¢ DFL-Chisholm, said.
, ~ The budget,
released Friday, put
the state’s deficit at
$160 million, $25
million less than what had
been predicted for months.
In the coming years, the
deficit was predicted to
grow to as much as $341
million in Fiscal Year ‘05
and $360 million in Fiscal
Year ‘06. Democrats said
this number was not
accurate.

Please see REACTION A8
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Anderson questions the figures

“It doesn’t factor in inflation,” Majority
Leader Dean Johnson, DFL-Willmar, said in.
a press conference Friday. “Adding in
inflation would put it at a $1.1 billion deficit
in 2007.”

“I am not sure we are being told the whole
truth,” Rep. Irv Anderson, DFL-International e
Falls said. -

Republicans, bn the other hand, thought
the forecast showed a step in the right
direction. : ‘

. Speaker of the House Steve Sviggum, R- ¢
Kenyon, said, “This is very, very good news
for Minnesota. The challenge that lies in
front of us is a small thing compared with
the challenge behind us (last year’s $4.56
billion- deficit).”

“I am very pleased,” Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-,
Breezy Point, said. “We are seeing that our
hard work is turning it (the economy)
around.” o _

Sen. Paul Koering, R-Brainerd, was °
pleasantly surprised with the lower number.
He and Ruud both thought the shortfall
could be paid for with the reserve account.

“We had too many cuts last year, I think it
would be ridiculous to do further cuts and
put more burden on the counties and cities,”
Koering said. )

But Senate leaders disagreed.

“It is a bad idea to tap into the reserves.
To take money from the reserve would be
inappropriate,” Johnson said. :

Anderson said the problems should be .
addressed now with more cuts.

“We should have further budget cuts, but
not in education, h&alth care, or welfare.

- That would not help us.”

As an alternative, Anderson thought that
money could be cut from departments.

Republican House Leaders agreed.

“I think you will see some agencies,

- departments, operation budgets reduced,”
- Sviggum said.

. 0 ,
.. Jobs: :
The forecast showed that the state has had
job increases in the past year, mostly during

‘the summer months. - -
Dr. Tom Stinson, state economist, said, the

good news is that Minnesota is
outperforming the U.S. economy by adding
more jobs, but the bad news is that all of the
improvements came last summer.

-“We gained a lot of jobs last summer, but
now:we are treading water,” Stinson said.

Democrats said that the job increases were
from minimum wage jobs, and this didn’t

.. help the state. :

“We have got to have real jobs that pay
real wages,” Sertich said. “The only way to
do that is to make sure people get the proper
training by having proper investments in

higher education.” _,

Anderson said the state also needs to hire
back the police and firemen that have been
laid off “and do something for the economy
as a whole.” He proposed using a bill
authored by Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook,
which would add $60 million to the Local
Government Aid formula, to help fund these
positions.

Central Minnesota legislators agreed the
state could have more jobs. ,

Koering hope the Job Opportunity Building
Zones, implemented last year, will help
attract businesses to Minnesota.

“I don’t think we can ever-do enough to
create jobs,” Ruud said. “We want to keep
our young people here in Minnesota.”

Anderson, Ruud and Koering all supported
Gov. Tim Pawlenty’s biotechnology program
which would create more higher paying jobs.
The proposal included tapping into services
offered by the University of Minnesota and
the Mayo Clinic. The programs would be
built in tax-free zones, similar t'o'kOBZ,
located in Minneapolis, St. Paul an
Rochester. :

a
, Bonding:

In January, the governor projected bonding
$760 million in projects. Ruud and Koering
thought that the forecast didn’t change this
outlook. They said projects would be funded
at this rate, or a bit less.

“I think we need to stick by the governor’s
targeted goal,” Ruud said.

* Sen. Keith Langseth, DFL-Glyndon,
chairman of the Capital Investment
Committee disagreed. He said more should.
be bonded for higher education. He
proposed spending about $100 million more
than what the governor proposed.

Considering everything, Sertich said the.
Senate, House and governor will have to
work together to avoid a projected deficit in
2007. '

“With the governor boxed in a corner, he
is not going to raise taxes,” Sertich said. “We
need to start talking about this now”
because there is nothing left to cut, he said.

Seven other area legislators were called for
comments Friday. Travel made them -
‘unavailable at home or in-their offices as
most were returning home for caucuses next
Tuesday.

a .

Candi Walz is the legislative correspon-
dent in St. Paul for the Mesabi Daily News,
Hibbing Daily Tribune, Grand Rapids Her-
ald-Review, Cloquet Pine-Journal, Interna-
tional Falls Daily Journal and the Brainerd
Dispatch.
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Senat_(; bans 'ferti]izer -
§ Wlthphosphorous | An issue of lo

WALZ ~growth. - -
LBevgiiﬁ:'?«: Correspondent Local legislators had

opposing views on the
T. PAUL — The Senate issue. All senators wanted
my vowed to keep Min-
nesota lakes blue in a

the statewide ban. But a

House Democggt lzhou%;u

i : the state should keep the
bﬂ}v%?esfg&sﬂ?ggevsvg?sr 1o current law whieh allows

: eater
B oFt; “We must find ways ﬁinngsota
?é?tgétglrl: e to preserve our water countlles tlo
generations to qualities for futur% ., IClgyler(ica'
gnjo%’a;aid generatm_ns to enjoy- e ‘h t
en. . v ]
Spatks, DFL- | Sen. Dan Sparks zv%grllleglv :1’1 13
" Austin, author | DFL-Austin S
of the bill.

farming community.
“Just to have an outright

ban, there are some .

(farmers) that need it,”. Rep.

please sec BAN A10. &

Passing in a 64-0 vote, the
legislation will ban the use.
of fertilizers containing ‘
phosphorous -'stat‘ew1de. The -
nutrient turns Minnesota
lakes green as it 2purs algae

~
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Ban from Al (,

.= Loren Solberg, DFL-Grand Rapids, said.

He added, “It’s-also an issue of local-
control, too.” Cities and counties should be
able to decide if they want to implement a
local ban. #

Under current law, passed in 2002, .
counties can opt for a local ban. H

When the bill passed, Minnesota became

‘the first state to have a phosphorous-free

- lawn fertilizer bill, for the seven county
metro area. The law took effect this year on
Jan. 1. Greater Minnesota counties were
allowed to use fertilizers containing 3
percent phosphorous. Crow Wing County
was one of two that chose the local ban.

Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, ¢
represents a portion of Crow Wing County
and said the ban is effective. She urged
legislators to support a statewide restriction.
“This is great legislation for the seven county
metro area but its even greater legislation for
greater Minnesota.”

a
Statewide Impact:
According to researchers, blue waters also

e

¥ - .

cal control, also

have a financial impact on the state. Tourists
are more attracted to clean water and homes

_on blue lakes have more value.

Ruud said, “In my district alone, tourism
amounts for a half-of-billion-dollars a year.
This is well worth protecting.” -

A Bemidji State Univefsity study found a
positive correlation between property values
and clear watet: Property values rose on blue
lakes but decreased on algae-infested waters.

“In Greater Minnesota, they need their
water as clean and clear'as they can possibly

*have-it,” said Anne Hunt, environmental
program coordinator. of Minnesota
Environmental Partnership. “(This bill) is
definitely a bonus for that.” .

The House passed this legislation two
weeks ago, 88-40. The bill now heads to the
governor’s desk for approval. Gov: Tim '
Pawlenty’s spokesperson said he “likely”
would sign the bill into law.

“It is up to all of us to protect our natural
resources,” Ruud said. '
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ATV

By CANDI WALZ
FOR THE DAILY TRIBUNE

ST. PAUL — Driving all
terrain vehicles on dry, bog
wetlands was highly con-
tentious among senators
Monday. '

Legislation authored by
Sen. Dennis Frederickson,s
R-New Ulm, would open up -
ATV use for different tasks
including military, emer-
gency, fire, farming, logging
and laying pipe. It would
also allow travel on frozen
wetlands starting Oct. 1,
2009. _

But some Range legisla-
tors said the exemptions
didn’t go far.enough. Sen.
Tom Saxhaug, DFL-Grand *
Rapids, offered an amend-
ment to .include travel on
frozen wetlands, and drier

“bog areas. He also opened

private land for some ATV
use.

The amendment barely
passed, on a 34-33 vote.

Shortly after, Frederick-
son tabled the bill. His leg- *
islative = assistant, Wendy
Haavisto,  said he didn't
want to open up wetlands
for more travel, which he
said could destroy natural
habitats for -wildlife. Freder- .
ickson preferred the current
law over Saxhaug's revision.

The Range delégation

I\
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b111 set aside ever di

ment.

Opponents argued it
might -hurt wetlands or
species that live in wetlands
while supporters said the
amendment provided more
‘opportunity for landowners
and people of northern Min-
nesota, where there is a
vast amount of wetlands.

* -Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-
Cook, said, “Under the wet-
lands conservation act, it is

against the law to destroy a-

wetland, to rut up a wetland
... we are not changing that.
What we are allowing with
the Saxhaug’s amendment ...
(is) to access privately
owned property by a direct -
route.”

Saxhaug added, “The
assumption is made ‘with
Sen. Frederickson’s bill that

we are not good stewards of -, priVate

private land in northern

Minnesota. I think that my -
amendment (changes) that

assumption.”

But Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-
Breezy Point, said the
amendment was “a giant
step backwards” from the
previous law.

" Last year, the Legislature
passed legislation that
restricts ATV use on wet-
lands — including levels 3
(shallow marsh with six or

\O
*.
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;' Department
" Resources supported Sax-

more inches of water), 4
(deep marsh, up to three
feet deep), 5 (shallow open
water, less than 10.feet
deep) and 8 (bogs with
water at or near the sur-:
face) — even if located on
private property. The law
also prohibits riders from
crossing restricted, marked
public land to get to private
land.

" “We do have a problem :
with the current ATV regula* -
sstions,” Bakk said. “This;is-a -+

property. rights
issue.”

Sen. Paul Koermg, R-.
Fort Ripley, agreed and-
asked why members of his
party were questioning the
amendment. “I thought that

the Republlcan Party -was

the party supportwe of pr1- .

vate property rights.”

- Sen. David Tomassoni, *

DFL-Chisholm, said, “Quite
frankly, it (last year's law)
took away some rights of
some private people that I

.cious . resources’
-state;” Frederickson said.:

1spute on accepted use

and North Centra.l senators W
.were split on the amend-

don’t think it was 1ntended
to do.”

Koering added that the
“of Natural

haug’s amendment. :
But, Sen. John Marty, :
DFL-Roseville, chair of the

. Environment and Natural

Resources Committee said .
that the DNR has been “a
little bit schizophrenic” in
regards to wetlands. “They
are very protective in some
ways, farmers-and other
purposes ... and ATVs, they

- have allowed some of it to

be trashed.”

“Our job here is not to
necessarily make the job of
the DNR easier. Our job is
to protect the wetlands ...
the wildlife and the pre-
in " the

Haavisto said that Fred- -

_erickson would only take:

up the bill again if he could

‘obtain the votes to remove

the Saxhaug amendment.
Otherwise, the ‘'senator
thought the current law was
better than the amended
version. _
For the bill to be s1gned
into law, a version would

have to pass the both cham-
“bers and be signed into law

by the governor. The House

.version has not been heard.
_.on the floor.
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By CANDI WALZ
Legislative Correspondent
- ST. PAUL — While some senators
liked the all-encompassing process
used to pass a supplemental budget .
bill early Thursday morning, others
thought it was absurd and unfa.lr to
the public.
* Different than the House, the
Senate combined all finance bills.
into one omnibus package. The 35-31-
vote came after more than a 20-hour-
day at 4 a.m.

“T don’t think that the process is
that much different,” said Sen. Tom
‘Bakk, DFL-Cook, noting “bills were
“first heard in committees, the public
could ‘weigh in with comment and
senators voted in committees.

But Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy «
Point, . thought the combination
method was “ludicrous” She said the
public should have had more input.
“Minnesota deserves somethmg bet-
ter than that.”

Sen. Paul Koering, R-Fort Ripley, «
thought the process was flawed. “It
was stupid. Most people were tired ...
When you are tired, you aren’t think-
mg at 100 percent. You aren’t mak-
ing the best’ p0551b1e decisions you
can make N

{

He said this isn’t good for the
state. -

While regional senators had
opposing views on. the process and
their votes, commonalities existed.
Area legislators agreed stricter laws

_were needed for sex offenders and

methamphetamine users. But they
had differing views on the best
approach. Most also agreed with the
bill’s provision of opting out of the
federally mandated education pro-
gram, No Child Left Behind.
Many teachers and school admin-

istrators criticize the No Child Left

Behind program, saying it leaves no
room for local control, is underfund-
ed and places too much emphasis on
testing. Under the omnibus bill, sen-
ators said Minnesota would stick
with the program for one more year,

hoping it’s altered. If the program - -

hasn’t .improved, Minnesota would
opt out July 1, 2005.

“When the ' federal government
comes to us and holds a hammer
over our head and says you need to
adopt these policies or we  aren’t
going to g1ve you your money, that’s
not right,” Koering said.

He sald a 'national ‘blanket—
approach” to education doesn’t work

VAN

because each state is different. “The
state of Minnesota should be able to
figure out what standards we want
and how we want our children to be
educated.” :

Ruud was concerned about the
financial implications, If the state
pulls out of the program, it wouldn’t
receive federal - education funding.
“We know that we have problems
with the program, but with No Child
Left Behind comes a great deal of
funding. I don’t think pulling out is
the best solution.”

As passed, the Senate’s bill would. -

impose harsher penalties on_crimi-
nals convicted of sex crimes. Repeat
offenders could face life without
parole. All other sex crimes could be
punished up to 60 years, as ruled by
ajudge.

ers for life. The amendment didn’t
pass. She thought the proposed legis-
lation needed to be “stncter txghter
‘and stronger.”

Koering agreed with Ruud. He
said . Republicans - offered stiff
amendments, but it didn’t seem like
there was an appetite to go far

enough in the Senate. “We need to

A

Ruud co-authored an amendment
that would lock up first-time offend- .

start cracking down on these folks
(sexual - offenders) and make sure
that we don’t have law-abiding citi-
zens afraid to walk down the street.”
. The- Senate attempted to crack
down on methamphetamine use by
increasing penalties and creating
new crimes for making the drug. The
comprehensive legislation would
provide funds for lab cleanup and
educate law enforcement. The provi-
sion was a watered-down version of
original legislation authored by Sen.

. Julie Rosen, R-Fairmont. «

. Koering preferred Rosen’s ver-’
_sion. He said she had worked with
‘law enforcement “agents, county

attorneys and all parties concerned
about this issue. Together, the group
developed a.comprehensive plan.
“Those people know what they need,
the legislation should have been
mindful of what they had to say.”
Ruud, too, preferred Rosen’s legis-
lation. But said: she understood the
problem needs to be addressed. “We

-are losing a whole generation of chil-

dren, especially
anesota We need to crack down

since it is so easy to make and read-

ily available.”
Overall, Koering said the Senate’s
N\

in - greater

arty Ime;vote holds for area lawmakers on Senate budget

action sends a message. “I think that
the Legls]ature at least some of us,
is saying we are going to get tough
on you people that are making meth.
We are going to send you to jail. And
people that have children present
while making meth, we are going to

‘get really tough on yi)u"’

~The bill will now go before a con-
ference committee. Speaker of the
House Steve 'Sviggum, R-Kenyon,
and Senate Majority Leader Dean
Johnson, DFL-Willmar, were work-
ing out negotiations Thursday on

- how conference committees will be

held.

The House preferred sphttmg up
the bills into many conference com-
mittees, while the Senate hoped for
one conference committee to work
out the whole process.

Koering said, “The Senate DFL
believes it would be better to have
power in a few people’s hands. It
would probably have a handful of
people making all of the decisions.
That just isn’t right.”

Koering added that he has an
election certificate on his desk, just
like everyone else. “(We) should be
part101patmg in what leglslatlon is

coming through.” o



I *"MINNESOTA
LEGISLATIVE
SESSION

Let lawmakers
speak on gay

i unions, GOP says
‘Range DFLers see budget

" deficit, bondmg as urgent

By CAI\IDI WALZ
Legislative Correspondent

T. PAUL — Repubhcan
S leadership called on -
Senate Democrats to let

legislators’ voices be heard
by discussing gay marriage.

“I just think that they -
(Senate.DFLers) have made
every effort not to bring this
forward,” Sen. Carrie Ruud,e
R-Breezy Point, said. “The
people have really spoken
_ They want to Vote.”

Monday afternoon; Gov.
Tim Pawlenty .
joined House
Speaker Steve
Sviggum, R- .
Kenyon in
signing a pledge
to defend
marriage. They
said it was time
for DFL senators
to do the same.

In March, the House
passed a bill which would
send a constitutional -

* question to voters this fall
— "Shall the Minnesota

Constitution be amended to
- provide that only the union
of one man and one woman
will be recognized as a
marriage in Minnesota?”

But senators squashed the
debate in committee.
._.Republicans vowed the
discussion needs to be
heard on the Senate floor
and the people have a right

s

to know how their elected
officials feel about the
issue. Democrats, however,
said that the current
Defense of Marriage Act
goes far enough and that.a
debate was heard in
committee. )

“We are still waiting for
the Senate to act on this
Very, very lmportant issue,
at least to bring it up for a
vote,” Sviggum said.

Author of the bill, Sen.
« Michele Bachmann, R-

Stillwater, said the only

response she has
gotten frem
Senate leadership
is “silence —
silence on the
issue of lettlng
people vote.”

But, Range
senators
: disagreed. Sen. »
David Tomassoni, DFL-
Chisholm, said, “We had
the debate. It didn’t get out
of committee.”

He added that the
Legislature passed a
Defense of Marriage Act in
1997 that specifies marriage
can only be between a man
and a woman. “I voted for
it and still support it today.”

- Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL- '«
Cook, added that the Senate
has much more important
business to address —
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GOP urges gay marriage debate

resolvmg the $160 m11110n deflClt structurmg
| the bonding bill and conferring with the
| House on the tax bill. “I think that getting
| about the business of sesslon should take °
' priority. Same sex marnage is (already)
agamst the law.”

Q

Lining up Support:.

More than 30 Republicans joined Sv1ggum
and the governor oxi the Capitol steps in
| signing a pledge which demonstrate(s) your
i support for traditional’marriage.” A hst of the
| supporters can be found at
< Www.mnmarriage.com/pledge > Local
legislators. opted out of signing. . ’

*  Ruud'thinks the issue should g0 to voters

but said, “I don’t believe in signing petitions.

You become beholden to a. lobby group and I.

don’t beheve it is- healthy for a legislator to
do that

Sen. Pail Koering, R- Fort R1pley, also said.
he would support the bill but won’t sign a
pledge. He thought there were more
important things for the Legislature to focus
on, “We have a lot of work to get done We
are spending a lot of w&rk on that.”

' The'Need:

Repubhcans sa1d that Minnesota needed to
act before it was handed a decision — like in
‘ Massachusetts where-a court ruled on
defining marriage. !

“If it hadn’t come up in Massachusetts we
wouldn’t have to do it,” Ruud said.

The East Coast state’s court ruled that
“barring an individual from the protections,
benefits and obligations of civil marriage
| solely because that person would marry a

—.. person of the same sex” violated the
Massachusetts Constitution. One legislator
said more people should have the right to
decide.

“The question is, “‘Who will vote?’”
Bachmann said. “Will it be one district court

judge? ... Will it be left to 200 legislators
behind us or will it be to 4.5 million
Minnesotans?” !

Ruud added, “I think that for the health of
our families and where we are going, we
don’t need liberal judges to make law.”

But Senate Majority Leader Dean Johnson,
‘DFL-Willmar, said there shouldn’t be a ¢
problem with Minnesota judges. The state’s
law interpreters are elected-and would be
held more accountable than judges who are
appointed, most for life.

Bakk added that the state already heard a

* same-sex marriage case in 1970, which was

unlikely to be overturned, “Courts don” t hke
to do that.” '
In the case he referred to, Baker v. Nelson
1970, two men — Jack Baker and Michael
McConnell — were denied a marriage license
in Hennepin County. The couple filed a case
with the Minnesota Supreme Court. But the
court ruled against the partners by saying,
“The institution of marriage as a union of a

. man and woman ... is as old as the book of

Genesis.” To fortify the argument, the court
opinion stated that the Legislature did.not
intend to permit same-sex marriages which
was evident with the use of words like
“husband and wife” and “bride and groom”
in state law.

~~~“Tomassoni added, “Constitutions are for

guaranteeing people s rights and not denying
people’s rights.”

He, too, agreed that the Senate should
move on with it’s work, “We shouldnt be
worried about totally political issues.”

]

Candi Walz is the legislative :
correspondent in St. Paul for the Mesabi
Daily News, Hibbing Daily Tribune, Grand
Rapids Herald-Review, Cloquet Pine-
Journal, International Falls Daily Journal
and the Brainerd Dispatch.
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fDFLer- Fa1rness for rural

Minnesota into the ball
park with shift of taxes

. By CANDI WALZ - fairness for rural Minnesota'
Legislative Correspondent _ - into the ball park,” Rep. Paul .

_» Marquart, DFL-Dilworth said
T. PAUL — Rural repre- " "at a press conference
Ssentatlves stood in sup- Thursday morning. _
port of the Senate tax . ‘Early in the afternoon, the
bill provision which provides - Senate passed its tax blll 38-
$60 million in Local Govern- = ' 28.

ment Aid funding by shifting Some GOP representatlves

property taxes on businesses. ~ argued the most important
“Probably the most provision would shift taxes

1mportant part about the . on businesses, creating $95

Senate tax plan is that it puts

,,, Local Government Aid /e\tnd Please see LGA A12 C
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Shlft also benefits homeowners

million in revenue. Most. ofs'ﬁtat — $60 Imlhon — Would
filter back to cities through LGA.

- The tax shift would also benefit homeowners. Under
current law, the statewide property tax rate increase by
6.5 percent but businesses decrease by 2.2 percent. The
new provision would lower home rates to 4.8 percent and
increase businesses to 0.8 percent.

- Range legislators from the House and Senate preferred
this LGA restoration. .

But north central legislators were skeptical, wondering
what the provision would do to Minnesota’s business
community.

Earlier in the week, Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook; said, »
“Homeowners taxes shouldn t be going up (while)
business taxes (are) going down, but that is what is
happening. That is our current tax laW under the

- Pawlenty administration.”

“I'am glad that Sen. Bakk moved that forward,” Rep. o
David Dill, DFL-Crane Lake, said. “He is in the majority
of the Senate and that is a good thing for northeastern
Minnesota.”

But Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, dlsagreed “We o

. are. Wmo generate new jobs and make .
Minnesota business friendly. The last thing that we need -
to do is raise taxes on businesses.”

Sen. Paul Koering, R-Fort Ripley, agreed. “I am" ®
concerned about shifting taxes over to businesses” which
may move their headquarters out of the state.

LGA was designed by the Legislature to benefit small,
poor or older cities. The funding ensured that basic
services — police, sewer and water — would be prov1ded
to residents in Minnesota cities. ’

Last year, the LGA formula was changed, so rural cities
with a higher number of traffic accidents, lower
household sizes, older (pre-1940) housing and declines of
population were given larger portions of aid. But, the -
formula was underfunded by $150 million as part of the
state’s $4.56 billion budget fix.

Rep, Tom Rukavina, DFL-Virginia, said, “What has

- been’ going on is temble, it hit some of the larger
communities on the Range very bad.” - I\

/

Cities throu hout the state have felt effects of the
underfunded formula. Many have enacted hiring freezes,
delayed purchases and cut personnel. Some have even
raised property taxes.

Range cities received an extra blow — the formula
used taconite tax revenues against LGA, in a four-year
phase-in, starting in 2005. By 2008, LGA money will be
diminished dollar-for-dollar per taconite distributions. !

Tuesday, Sen. David Tomassoni, DFL-Chisholm, said,
“That was an unfair provision last year, that should have,
never been in the formula. It needs to be taken off.” ;

Dill “absolutely” supported more LGA funding. “The
taconite cuts are devastating to communities that receive
a lot of taconite aid. Those communities cannot possxbly |
plan ahead for those cuts.”

Bakk added that Senate leadershlp is committed to the
removal-and will fight for it in conference committee.

Overall, some representatives said the Senate’s action
* provided hope Rep. Dan Dorman, R-Albert Lea, and
author of the House companion bill, said his legislation
~wasn’t heard. :

Marquart added, “Every single effort to try to create:
fairness for rural Minnesota has been completely shut out
in the House of Representatives.”

Since the Senate passed-its tax bill, the LGA provision’
will go to a conference committee where members of
both houses will work out differences in their two bills,

* The House tax bill passed last Friday didn’t include any
sections for LGA restoration.

“We dre pleased to see this’ prov131on in the Senate blll
it gives us a place to go in conference,” Dorman said.

s Rep. Irv Anderson, DFL-International Falls, said Bakk’s
proposal was a “very good idea, Obviously our local
governments need help in rural:Minnesota — big time. “

' Candi Walz is the legislative correspondent in St.
Paul for the Mesabi Daily News, Hibbing Daily .
Tribune, Grand Rapids Herald-Review, Cloquet Pine-
dJournal, International Falls Dally Journal and the
Bramerd Dispatch. : '
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‘By CANDI WALZ
Legtslaﬂve Correspondent

T. PAUL — Starting
s S in the afternoon and

supplemental budget bill
early Thursday morning.
Different than the
House, the Senate - * .
combined all finance bills
into one omnibus
package. Some senators
hked the all- :
éncompassing process
- vvhile others thought it
was absurd and unfair to

A

the public.

/
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working into the wee
" hours of the morning, the-
Senate passed its budget -

FBONT PAGE

Region Lawmakers’Votes on
Senate Budget Bill:

E(Yes

Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook

Sen. David Tomassoni, DFL Chisholm
Sen. Becky Lourey, DFL-Kerrick.

Sen. Yvonne Prettner-Solon, DFL-Dulut
Sen. Tom Saxhaug, DFL- G.rand Rapxds

-l!{No

Sen. Paul E. Koermg, R-] Bramerd
Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point

Party line vote
holds for area
'lawmakers on
Senate but,, get

o don t thmk that the .
process is that much ,
different,” Sen. Tom

Bakk
added that bills were first

heard. in committees, the
public could weigh in®

- with-comment, and

senators voted in -

.~ committees. -

* But Sen. Carrie Ruud
R-Breezy Pomf, tﬁou%ﬁt
the combination method -

was. “ludicrous.” She said
the public should have

.. had more input,

“Minnesota deserves:
something Dbetter than

Please see BUDGET A10 :
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Budget from Al

Region lawmakers differ on process

that.” . fx

The 35-31 vote, came after more than
a 20-hour day at 4 a.m. Senators had
previously passed a budget bill
Wednesday, which they began debatrng

.in the morning.

Sen. Paul Koering, R-Fort Ripley, e
thought the process was flawed, “It -
was stupid. Most people were tired ..
When. you are tired, you aren’ t thlnkmg
at 100 percent. You aren’t making the

" best possible decisions you can make.”

He added that this isn’t good for the
state.

While regional senators had opposmg
views on the process and their votes, -
commonalities existed. Local legislators
agreed stricter laws were needed for
sex offenders, and methamphetamine
users. But they had differing views on
the best approach. Most also agreed
with the bill’s provision -of opting out
of the federally mandated education
program, No Child Léft Behind.

Nothing Leit;

Most teachers and school
administrators criticize- NCLB, saying it
leaves no room forlocal control,, is
underfunded, and places too much
emphasis on testing. Under the
omnibus bill, senatots said Minnesota
would stick with NCLB for one more

year, hoping it’s altered. If the program .
‘hasn’t impraved, Minnesota would opt

out July 1, 2005.

“It puts so many expenses on the
states, so many requirements,” Sen. ¢ .
David Tomassoni, DFL-Chisholm, said.

He added the program discourages
teachers, who constantly prepare- their
students to do well on the tests, “When
you put more requirements on teachers,
you take away their creativity.”

Koering agreed, “When the federal
government comes to us and holds a

need to adopt these policies, or we
aren’t going to give you your money,
that’s not right.”

Koering added that a national
“blanket-approach” to education
doesn’t work because each state is
different. “The state of Minnesota
should be-able to figure out what
standards we want and how we want

our children to be educated.”

Bakk liked the message being sent to
the federal government — if the law is

- not more ﬂexrble, anesota will “get

out completely.”

He added, “It’s an effort by the
Senate to. say to the federal
government, “you have to make -
changes.’ I think that it is a good
message to send.”

Ruud, however, was: concerned about -
" job,” Ruud said. “I want to commend

the-financial 1mphcat10ns If the state -

R

pulls out, it wouldn’t receive federal
education funding. “We know that we
have problems with the program, but
with No Child Left Behind comes a
great deal of funding. I don’t think
pulling out is the best solution.”

Other senators agreed funding was a
concern but said the state would access
the loss before opting out. -

. Q

Cracking Down:' :

As passed, the bill would impose
harsher penalties on criminals -
convicted of sex crimes. Repeat
offenders could face life without parole.
All other sex crimes could: be punished
up to 60 years, as ruled by a judge.

Ruud co-authored an amendment
which would lock up first-time
offenders for life. The amendment
didn’t pass. She thought the proposed
legislation needed to be “stricter,
tighter, and stronger.”

Bakk disagreed saying Ruud’s
amendment went too far. Considering
some murderers are eligible for parole’
after 30 years, he said, “Murder should
be the most serlous crime;’

He added, “It is not good pubhc S
policy to let murders out ini'30 years,
but keep sex offenders locked up.”

Koering agreed with Ruud:'He said
Republicans offered some: “pretty stiff.
..amendments, "but “it didn’t séem like
“there was an appetite to 8o far: enough
in the Senate. . :

He said, “We need to start crackmg
down on these folks (sexual offenders)
and make sure that we don’t have law
abiding citizens afraid to walk down

Qa
Tough on Meth:
The use of methamphetamines has
become a problem ‘throughout the state,

-the street.”

. particularly in rural areas, according to
hammer over our head and says you

law enforcement. The Senate attempted
to crack down on use of the drug by
increasing penalties and creating new
crimes for making the drug. The

-comprehensive legislation would also

provide funds for lab cleanup funds,
and educate law enforcement. -

The provision was a watered-down
version of original legislation authored
by Sen. Julie Rosen, R-Fairmont. <

Koering preferred Rosen’s version. He
said she had worked with law
enforcement agents, county attorneys,
and ¢ all parties concerned about this

- issue.” Together, the group developed a

comprehensive plan. “Those people
know what they need, the legislation
should have been mindful of what they
had to say.”

“I really want to credit Sen. Rosen for
her work on this. She did an incredible-

N\

. 'the Leglslature, atleast'some

‘you people that -are maki meth

- option would be havin

i ) )
her for bringing it forward.”
Ruud, too, preferred Rosen’s

. legrslatlon But said she understood
- that the problem Teeds to be -

addressed. “We are losing whole
generation of children, especially in -
greater anesota ‘We need to crack -
down since it is “so easy to make and .

readily available.”

Bakk agreed that the Leglslature
needed to “try to get our armis around -
this problem.” He said, “We:are all

- concerned about the mcreasmg use.

There is a lot of it going omn

But Bakk cautioned that:the
Republican proposals. of locking up sex
offenders and meth users would have .
long-term effects. By 2020, he said it
would require 3,200 new béds and eost
the state $70 million. Bakk: would have
rather see this money used: for services
— providing health care, “and funding
nursing homes and: hospltal‘ : Tt

Tomassoni agreed there ‘was-a ma]or
problem. “I think that it’s escalating® ..
and its very serious.” He thought the
legislation was a good first-time

- approach, but may need more’ Work

after the state.learns‘more. g
Overall; Koerifig said the Senate’s”
action: sends a message. I think-that " .

saying'we are’ going o g

are going to send: you to
people that have childr 3
making'meth; we are. gomg'to'get really.
tough on you.”

The bill will now go before a

" - conference committee. Speaker of the

House Steve Sviggum, R-Kenyon, and
Senate Majority Leader Dean Johnson,
DFL-Willmar, were working out
negotiations Thursday on how
conference committees will be held.-

The House preferred splitting up the
bills into many conference committees,

. while the Senate hoped for one

conference commlttee ‘to work out the

. whole process.

Bakk said the benefit of the lattér
money in
different areas that could be shrfted
around.

But; Republican senators agreed Wlth
the House proposal.

Koering said, “The Senate DFL
believes it would be better to have
power in a few people’s hands. It
would probably have -a handful of -
people makmg all of the decisions. -

That just isn’t right.”

‘Koering added that he has an election
certificate on hlS desk, just like
everyone else. “(We) should be
participating in what legislation is
coming through.”
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the political hot shots of a

‘popular ‘governor.”;
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Su&port Lawmakers wear ribbons backmg Molnau Yecke

' Contmued from Al [;

Senate Education Committee
heard testimony Thursday
from 10 Yecke supporters
and.10 opponents. The com-
mittee votes on Yecke’s
appointment April 13. .

- dent, conservanve women.”

Majority Leader Sen. Dean_ .
Johnson, DFL-Willmar, dis-
agreed that delayed confirma-
tions were gender-based. Last
Friday, he said that female
Senate Transportation Com-
mittee members Sen. Mee,

State Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-* Moua, DFL-St.Paul, and Sen.,

Breezy Point, attended the
press-conference. In an inter-
view last Friday, Ruud said,
the delayed confirmation “is

political. It is a real slap-

against women.”

Monday’s message on the
capitol steps was careful not
to label DFLers as sexist. Buit,
Olson said, “I think they
(DFLers) have a hard time
dealing with strong, confi-

Sharon Marko, DFL-Cottage
Grove, offered the most
scrutiny to Molnau.

Part of the concern sur- -

-rounding Molnau is the way-

she unevenly split transporta-
tion funding between rural

and metro communities, giv- -

ing more to.metro areas.
DFLers would also like her to’
add more funding to trans-
portation for bridges, roads,

and buses. Personally, Mol-
nau against the controversial

Northstar commuter rail,.

which will provideé fast travel
from the cities to Big Lake.
Surrounding Yecke are
issues of localized ‘control,
and standards in education.
Many claim she has taken

-over the local control of.

schools, and ‘applied unfair
rankmgs with a star system.

‘Others dislike the graduation

standards she has developed,
deeming they were “politi-
cized.”

Female Repubhcans were
quick to come to the aid of
thé commissioners, hstmg

‘their credentials.

Member of the Transporta-

A PR B a E

tion Commlttee Sen. Claire ¢
Robling, R-Jordan, said Mol-
nau has inspired her person-
ally to run for office, “I knew

" that she was the right person
in.

to. 'pursue changes.
MN/DOT (Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation). She
is quallﬁed and has great
experience.”

Molnau was elected to the
House in 1992 -and served as
the Transportation Commit-
tee Chair from 1999 to 2001.
She is also a CEO member of

“the American Association of
State ‘Highway and .Trans-
portation Officials, and an
executive member of the
Center for Transportation
Studies at the University of

Minnesota. -
Robling said, “It was very

shocking to me when I sat in

the Senate Transportation
Committee last week and she
was denied confirmation by

‘that committee.”

State auditor Patricia
Anderson added, “The state
has witnessed a lot of posi-
tive changes since these two

women took office. The’

DFLers shouldn’t play any
more games . with these high-
ly .competent commission-
ers.”

« Rep. Laura Brod, R-New
Prague, introduced legisla-
tion to confirm commission-
ers in-a timely manner. Her
bill stateg that if the Senate

-~

doesn’t take action Wlthm
one session after appoint-
ment, a commissioner would
be approved. ;

“Inaction is essentially an
action,” Brod said. “The con-
firmations ought to be made
on qualifications, skills and
abilities, not on politics.” .

Despite committee recom- .
mendations, the full Senate
votes to confirm or deny
both commissioners. If
‘denied, the commissioner(s)
would be removed from
her/their position(s).

‘Secretary of State Mary
Kiffmeyer_ said, “Get this
show moving on the road. It
is about time to end the
abuse and move on.”

e e e,
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akk State
has to

“share sothe

of the pam._.,-

B\] CAI\IDI WALZ
Legislative Correspondent

T. PAUL — Senate
SDemocrats, in their
budget proposal
- released Friday, -say no to -
gambling and raiding the
_21st Century Minerals
Fund, but yes to plugging
loopholes and reducing
state government. - . -
“The state government
is going to have. to share
\some of this pain;’ Sen

Tom Bakkz DFL-Cook, &
sa1

The' Democratlc plan
_ _would solve the state’s
$160 million deficit and

‘adds $30.65 million. 7

Gained money would

* include $58 million from
closing corporate tax
loopholes and $30.2 _
million from state agency
reductions. The Senate

" also went along with Gov.
Tim Pawlenty’s proposals
of $35.6 million from up
front sales tax on car
leases, and $10.5 million
teceived from requiring
wholesalers to pay
cigarette taxes that way.

Republicans were
‘pleased to see a released
proposal, since their
budget was completed two
weeks ago, but they didn’t
agree with the.Democrats’
tactics and terminology.
“I have to tell you,,

Please see REACT ION AB/’t
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~ Proposal is on track

! their emphasis is jobs.

where is the leadership?” Sen. Carrie Ruud,

R-Breezy Point, said. “They come out with
their proposal a month later than the
governor, the House Republicans and Senate
minority? 1 don’t see leadershlp there it’s
smoke in the mirrors.

- House Minority Leader Rep. Eric Paulsen, ,
R-Eden Prairie, questioned how DFLers
could close tax loopholes espe01ally since

and kill the job providers.”
Sen. David Tomassoni, DFL-Chisholm, °*

' disagreed. He thought that the proposal was

" 1 on track. “When you don’t close loopholes

i and you allow the state to out source jobs,

*. you lose jobs. The (President George W.)

. Bush administration has proven that

, tremendously. Over three million jobs have
i gone overseas under the Bush

- administration.”

a
Agency Cuts: .
DFLers called for a 5 percent cut in state

v age_ncies,.this added 2 percent to the

governor’s proposed 3 .percent cut. Senate
leadership planned to remove assistant
commissioners and some deputy
cominissioner positions.

Bakk said, “The Senate is putting it back
in his court, saying okay governor, you
won’t give us any money, you figure out
how you can run a smaller state

' government.”

Ruud thought the cuts were “purely
political,” especially following the
Democrats' resistance in committee of
confirming two of Gov. Pawlenty’s :
appointees — Department of Transportation
Commissioner Carol Molnau and Education
Commissioner Cheri Pearson-Yecke.

Bakk disagreed. “It is about priorities — is
it more important to make sure that our

‘state agencies are funded, or is it more
- important to make sure we maintain revenue

going to hospitals and nursing homes? I fall
on the side of making sure that we continue
to provide health care.”

D .

Avoiding Racino:
Senate Democrats didn’t use state

—

“You can’t be for jobs .

gambling funds to balance the budget, but - .
the House did. Republican leadership in both"
bodies said that they would approve a state

7 casino and add slot machines to the

% Canterbury Park racetrack in Shakopee.

“The House Republicans think that it
generates $36 million, the Senate
Republicans think it generates $100 million., I
thlnk we have a problem figuring out what 1t

” Tomassoni said.

Ruud too, questioned the practice.
"‘Gambling as a whole to balance the state
budget, is that really what we want to'do? I
think we need to get control of government
size and control spending.”

; |

' Back in the Black:
Overall Senators agreed that the state

 should seek to get out of the deficit and

prevent further structural deficit, caused by a°
lack of revenue to the state.
‘Tomassoni foresaw creating more jobs as

part of the recovery. “The bottom line is the
state of Minnesota better start generating

and creating new jobs. If we don’t, we are
oing to be in a huge deficit in _th_e near
ture.””

Tomassoni added that Republicans have
the wrong idea. gl think their approach is a
race down to minimum wage.

He said the state can create more jobs = .
with the bonding propdsal, and by keeping
jobs in the United States. The Senate
recently passed a bill that would prohibit
state agencies from sending work overseas.

“We need to come up with a solution that
actually works,” Tomassoni said.

Bakk agreed, saying programs have been
cut enough already. “I.can’t imagine them
absorbing any more. We are gomg to have to
find some revenue around. here.”

a

Candl Walz is the legislative correspon—
dent in St. Paul for the Mesabi Daily News,
Hibbing Daily Tribune, Grand Rapids Her-
ald-Review, Cloquet Pine-Journal, Interna-
tional Falls Daily Journal and the Brainerd

_ Dispatch.



/ ‘Submitted Photo

Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, left, visits with' Candy
Thompson and the Rev. Steve Thompson of Mt. Zion
Church in Bemidji, during the 44th annual Minnesota
Prayer Breakfast Wednesday in Minneapolis.

T - |
B Net of the North / From Page Al

tor Thompson inviting me

down I was just thrilled,” Ruud -

said. Ruud said she was excited

.to involve church and state

through the support offered by
the blessing and prayers.
Two women from Mount Zion
Church, who were seated either
side of Ruud, said they were

- both impressed by her faith and

by how approachable she is.
Candy Thompson, whose hus-
band is the pastor of Mount
Zion, said, “It was fun sitting
next to her she is a really nice
lady” ,
Pawlenty, interviewed later,

‘said people need to recognize

our country was founded by
people of faith. ,

“That doesn’'t mean that we
are not tolerant and under-
standing and appreciative and
respectful of -other people’s
beliefs, but it doesn’t mean we
have to run or hide from our
beliefs either,;: he said. “I think
it's appropriate that people of
faith to step forward and be
willing to stand with it and
stand behind it.” -

Pawlenty in his public
address had emphasized the
need to pray for our troops,
“whatever you think about the
decisions that put thiem there.”

His request was made particu-
larly poignant by the news
released later the same day of
yet another Minnesotan soldier
killed in Iraqg. The military. were
represented at the breakfast by
the University of Minnesota
ROTC Color Guard. C

Carson who is director of
pediatric surgery at Johns Hop-
kins Children’s Center in Balti-

more, spoke both of success.

and failure: how his own failure

~

in math at school, where has
was nicknamed “dummy,” had
inspired his mother, who was at
that time a single parent, to
pray and receive instructions
concerning the education of her
boys. The instruction to reduce
the boy’s time in front of the TV,

compulsory reading and the -

writing of two- book reports
every month changed his life
according to Carson.

That Carson has gone on to
become world famous for his
work in separating co-joined
twins is  all the more poignant
when Carson recalls~that his
mother could not read those:
book reports at the time she
ordered :them. Carson also
spoke of his passion to inspire

‘learning through a scholarship

program that he sponsors with
his wife and hopes to extend to
Minnesota.

Arlo Feiock, pastor of Bethany
Free Lutheran Church in Bemid-
ji, who left his home at 2:40
a.m. in order to make the 6:30
a.m. registration said, “It was
more than worth it, it was
inspiring.” .

John Werlein, pastor of Becida
Community Church, said it was
very exciting to see 1,600 people
come together, “because they -
want God to be head over Min-
nesota.”

Dave. Myers of Ridgewood
Baptist Church described the
atmosphere as, “Wonderful,” he
particulaily enjoyed hearing
the governor read from -the
scriptures.

As  14-year-old rising star
Meaghan Markert sang “God
Bless America” in conclusion.
The guests stood to their feet
and joined in heartily. S
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A‘”"“‘@Ruud How

BY LU ANN HURD-LOF
THE ENTERPRISE

Sen. Carrie Ruud (R-.

Breezy Point) and Rep.,

Larry Howes (R-Walker),
who both represent the east-
ern half of Hubbard
County, have some expecta-
tions for the 2004 session
- that convenes Feb. 2.

In separate interviews,

the legislators said they are

hoping for $250 ;000 to brldge

Larry Howes  Carrie Ruud

the divide of 1ith Crow
Wing Lake, currently bisect-
ed by a culvert below state

Highway 64.

* S

had just learned the bridge

money may not be able to

come out of the bonding .
bill, but that he will look

for a different way to come

up with the $250,000 needed

to move the project for-

ward.

The legislators also are
committed to helping
Walker with money for a
new community center.
They’re seeking $200,000 in

money from the bonding bill
for the $3.4 million project.

“The governor says there
will be no local projects
included,” Howes said,
explaining Tim Pawlenty’s
philosophy is that bonding
money should only go for
state projects, such as
buildings on college cam-
puses or state camp-
grounds.

However, over the last 20
years, bonding money has

gone to projects in legisla-
tors’ districts, Howes said.
optumstlcally B

“We’re both committed to o
it, ” said Ruud.

:Also at the top of Ruud’s
priority list for 2004 is legis-
lation relating to sentencing
guidelines and conditions of- -
release for sex offenders.
Ruud’s district includes
Pequot Lakes, the home of
Dru Sjodin, the Grand Forks
college  student who is

v

Session:
from Page A1 /’:}

- Ruud said although she
expects the death penalty will
come ‘up she currently-is in
favor of letting voters decide
if that is appropriate. “It is
such an emotional issue,” she
said. Ruud said she believes
the question would best be
addressed by proposing a con-
stitutional amendment.

Thursday Ruud was head-
ing to a meeting with state

- Sen. John Marty (D-Roseville)

‘on proposed legislation re-

. lated to off-highway vehicles,

- especially ATVs.

While last year’s legisla-
tion had some unintended
consequences, Ruud is per-
turbed that . last-minute
changes were made in the
Senate bill.

“We had countless hours of
debate and the House didn’t,”
she said.

Now Rep. Tom Hackbarth
(R-Cedar) has proposed a bill
that would strip away the
measures that did emerge
from last year’s sessmn Ruud
said. )

v

"

>

Death penalty Could_ be reviewed

One of the unintended con-

(DFL-Crane Lake) and sup-

sequences of last year’s legis- ported by the Minnesota Deer

lation is that it appears to

Hunters Association. This bill

prohibit use of ATVs on wet- would expand ATV use dur-

lands on private property.
But, according to Ruud,
Hackbarth’s bill would roll
back all wetland protection,
private and public.

“It also reintroduces the
concept of an ‘anywhere for-
est’ and would allow anyone
over age 18 to carry a passen-
ger,” Ruud said. “It is really
horrific.”

Hackbarth chairs the
House Natural Resources Pol-
icy Committee. “I am willing
to work with anyone,” Ruud
said, adding Hackbarth’s bill
goes so far in the other direc-
tion she fears last year’s
“good progress” could go for
naught.

“It’s really dlsheartenmg to
have someone in that position
Who won't work with us,” she
said.

Howes said he isn’t famil-
iar yet with the bill Hack-
barth has introduced but has
committed to a different one
introduced by Rep. David Dill

o

ing hunting season, Howes
said.

The issue “will get conten-
tious,” Howes assured.’

Also on Ruud’s agenda is
continuing discussion on es-
tablishing forestry councils
through a Vital Forests, Vital
Communities initiative.
Grand Rapids and Bemidji
have forestry councils and
one is being formed in Brain-
erd, Ruud said.

“We don’t want to be like
California,” where wildfires
came out of unmanaged forest
lands, she said.

“It takes all of us. We can’t
lose that mdustry,” Ruud
said.

Howes said he is working
on legislation related to a new
.08 law that would represent a
compromise.

Lowering the alcohol con-
centration from .10 to .08
would bring federal money for

‘e

the state’s transportation sys-
tem.

While the governor and
Speaker of the House Steve

Sviggum are advocates of .08
legislation, Howes said his
idea represents a different

perspective in that it wouldn’t

go into effect until Aug. 1, 2007
and would not require chemi-

cal assessments for first-time

offenders who register be-
tween .08 and .10.

Howes’ idea also is to allow
a greater portion of fines to go
to counties and cities rather
than the state,

“And it still would save
lives, because of the aware-
ness it would bring to the pub-
lic,” Howes said.

Even though past attempts
to prevent schools statewide
from starting classes before
Labor Day have failed, both
Ruud and Howes say they will
try to get such a measure
passed in 2004.

prepare for 2004 session

believed to. have been
abducted Nov. 22 and still

) hasn’t been found.

" Both legislators, ‘are éye-‘:

" ing the potential for Ah-"
- Gwah-Ching as .a regional

Ja11 facility, perhaps with
space for incarcerating seri-

ous sexual offenders since

the existing facility already
houses some of them and
has adequate security.

) See SESSION. Page A11.
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DNR shifts gears,

backs truck course

A proposal for a state forest has some riled.

STAR TRIBUKE DEC 25 04
By Tom Meersman
Star Tribune Staff Wnter

The Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources, which
 says it opposes aggressive off-
road truck use in state forests,
is planning to build a route
through Paul Bunyan State For-
est on which four-wheel-drive
vehicles can be driven over
boulders and logs.

In a policy shift that has
angered conservationists and
some nearbyresidents, the DNR
is considering an 8-mile truck

" trail with three loops featuring

a small hill, tight turns and nat- -
ural obstacles in the forest near

‘Walker, Minn.

The proposal has drawn °

criticism because a 2002 DNR
policy stated that “challenge
areas, mud holes and scramble
areas” for trucks, dirt bikes and
all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) were
inappropriate -on state forest
land.

TRUCK continuesfon A12 -
' 7

Off-road for trucks

Drivers would have a designated
place to drive four-wheel-drive
trucks in Paul Bunyan State Forest
under a proposal being considered
by the Department of Natural
Resources. A challenge area for -
aggressive driving was closed in
Foot Hills State Forest.’

INSIDE: What's the difference
between a technical area and
a challenge trail? A12

{

TRUCK from A1

S

State collécts

Junds from
truck owners
Jortrails

That policy was adopted af-

| ter extensive rutting and ero-

sion occurred at a former “truck
challenge” area in Foothills State
Forest. The state-approved site,
which consisted of a steep hill
climb strewn with boulders and
logs; was closed this year.

Trucks and other vehicles can
drive on hundreds of miles of
roads in forests, but some truck
enthusiasts also want to drive on
back-country-trails that test.the
mettle of their four-wheel-drive

vehicles, some of which are mod- -

ified to clear taller obstacles.

Critics of the Paul Bunyan
proposal say that the DNR has
backtracked on its off-road pol-
icy. They sdy aggressive truck
driving should be limited to
places such- as a park built on
former mining land near Gil-
bert, Minn., for aggressive, off-
road dr1v1ng

“We thought we had gained
alot of ground with DNR,” said
Barry Babcock, an environmen-
talist in the area who monitors
off-road driving and policy.

Craig Engwall, special assis-

-

Brian Peterson/Star Tribunel

A “truck challenge” area was created at the Spider Lake Recre-
ation Area near Poplar, Minn., but was subsequently closed. The
DNR is considering an area for truck driving near Walker, Minn.

tant to the DNR commissioner, - -

said the 2002 policy on trucks
has changed. “I'm sure some
folks view it as a reversal,” he
said. “To me it seems more like
a clarification.”

Engwall said state forests
should not allow drivers of modi-
fied trucks to climb steep hills or
slosh through mud holes. But
drivers of factory-equipped four-
wheel-drive trucks, SUVs and
Jeeps should be able to test their
driving skills on special, low-speed
routes in state forests, he said.

These routes have been
called technical trails, rather
than challenge areas.

Orders from above

State officials originally
planned to have no special
trails for trucks in Paul Bunyan
State Forest.

Aplanning team ofarea DNR .

and Hubbard County officials in
April recommended trails for
ATVs and dirt-bike motorcycles
only, and said that hilly terrain

and soils there are unsuitable for
truck trails. )

DNR officials in St. Paul, in-
cluding some from the commis-
sioner’s office, had a different
idea. They quickly rejected the
proposal and ordered planners
to include trails for trucks. It
would be designed to challenge
drivers, but it would not requlre
specially modlﬁed “mudder”
trucks.

Mark Carlstrom is the area
DNR fqrester_who served on:

the planning team that original-

ly recommended no truck trails
and later revised the proposal
to include them. When asked
what he thought of the new
plan, Carlstrom replied: “I think
itwould be inappropriate to give
myreal opinion. We're good em-
ployees, we do what we're told,
and we've come up with a rea-
sonable compromise.”

. Engwall said the commis-
sioner’s office ordered changes
because the state collects mon-

ey from gasoline taxes and off-
road truck registration fees. The
money goes into a fund to pay
for driver education efforts, trails
and other off-road programs.
After adding trucks to the
Paul Bunyan proposal, the DNR
in June spelled out the broader

_policy in a memo to agency

planners. “It is imperative that
we find recreational opportuni-
ties” for trucks, the memo said.

Turning point

The fate of the Paul Bunyan
truck-trail proposal, now open
for public comment, could be
a turning point for truck use in

“-state fores

S rrie Ruud, R-Breezy

~ Point, whose district includes

the forest, said that the state .
should purchase abandoned
gravel pits, mining areas or oth-
er lands for people who want
special driving challenges. Pro-
viding truck trails in state forests
is “inviting disaster,” she said.

Matt Norton, a lobbyist and
off-road policy researcher for
the Minnesota Center for Envi-
ronmental Advocacy, said he and
others support recreational truck
driving on forest roads, but not on
trails. “One truck can do aheck of
alot of damage, a lot more than
one ATV even driven in the most
aggressive manner,” he said.

The DNR's off-road vehicle
recreation area near Gilbert of-
fers mud holes, hill climbs and
other challenges.

“Everyone thinks we're all
mud trucks who want to go rip-
ping up the swamp,” said Lois

~ Campbell, legislative director

for the Minnesota Four Wheel
Drive Association. Many driy-
ers prefer to follow trails in the
woods, she said.

She also said it’s a miscon-
ception that trucks do more
damage than do ATVs and dirt

- bikes. “It depends on how you

operate the vehicle, and how
the trail systems are designed
and planned,” she said.

Scott Reiling, president of
the association, said that ATV
drivers are getting hundreds of
miles of trails in state forests,
and that trucks have received
almost none. The DNR should
be able to find some trails that
will resist erosion and will be en-
vironmentally suitable for truck
driving, he said. “A ride through
the woods shouldn't be just on
a gravel road,” said Reiling. “It’
not the same as a trail ride.”
Tom Meersman is at
meersman@startribune.com.
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FORUM / Howes cites fallmgs

Ruud said' the DOC
stopped referring sex offend-
ers for civil commitments
because there was such a
high bar to prove a commit-

ment was needed, a problem

she said has been corrected.
Rep. Larry Howes, R-
Walker, agreed with Hatch’s
appraisal of the system and
said he is in the early stages

~ of drafting a bill that would

make civil-. commitments
after the release. of sex
offenders the responsibility of
the state attorney general’s
office rather than of the coun-
ty attorneys.

“ think the state shirked
its responsibility,” Howes

said.

And while he doesn’t
believe it was the DOC'’s fault
that sex offenders were com-

. mitted to.a nursing home, he
‘said’ there is"'a’ prob'Iem i

that the state doesn’t know
how many sex offenders may
be in nursing homes, He put

of Health and Human
Services.

Howes said what people
fear is sex offenders falling

through the cracks upon

release form prison, that they
go back into a community
without the community’s
knowledge. Like Hatch, he
suggested state hospltals,
which already have security
in place, be used for commit-
ments.

“T don’t "ok at civil com-
mitment as treatment. I look
at it as keeping (dangerous)
people off the street,” Howes
said.

Other panelists shed light
on local issues.

Rocky Wells, assistant

Crow Wing County attorney,"

and David Hermerding, man-
aging attorney for the Crow
Wing County public defend-

. ers office in Brainerd, said

sex offenses represent the

~ minority of cases handled in

the county district court.
Wells noted predatory sex
offenders represent a small
number - of all sex offenses.
Several on the panel agreed
that there needed to be
changes in sentencing guide-
lines. |

“We have a lot of. sex

LY

ment:

BRAINERD DISPATCH

BRAINERD, MN
FRIDAY 13,830
0CT 12004

" Brainerd Dispatch/Clint Wood

Speaking before a crowd of about 50 people Thursday in
Chalberg Theatre at Central Lakes College in Brainerd,
Minnesota Attorney General Mike Hatch said the state's
sex offender program lacks offectiveness. Hatch and
several other state and county officials were invited to

CLC by the Gordon Rosenmeier Center for State and Local .

Government.:

offenders in the community,
leading productive lives,”
Wells said. “Just because
someone comes in on a sex
offense, we don’t throw away
the key”

Hermerdmg noted the sys-
tem is broken in that there

aren’t enough resources /to.

adequately represent crimi-
nal offenders, including sex
offenders.

Frank Webber, a psycholo-
gist, said the system isn’t
working because taxpayer
money is heing wasted on
treatment for sex offenders
who refuse to change. Webber
said the state also'is punish-
ing juvenile offenders, many
of whom come from abusive
backgrounds or broken
homes, instead of properly
treating them.

Debi Backdahl, Crow
Wing County sheriff’s chief
deputy, and Todd Strange,
Crow Wing County probation

»

officer, noted the need for col-
laboration between depart-
ments, both state and local, in
dealmg with sex offenders
because once they are
released from prison they are
the responsibility of county
agencies.

Strange, who works
almost exclusively with sex

offenders, said the recidivism

rate is 1.3 percent. He said
what’s in place is working.

“If you choose to, you can
pick apart any system and
find the flaws but I don’t
agree our system is broken,”
Strange said. :

The_sex offender forum
was sponsored by the Gordon
Rosenmeier Center for State
and Local Government.

MATT ERICKSON can be reached at
matt.erickson@brainerddispatch.com
or 855-5857.
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Déath penalty question
stirs state Rep. Lindgren

Lawmaker relates tragedy from August 1975

BY BRAD SWENSON
Pioneer Political Editor

His. voice choked with emo-
tion, Rep. Doug Lindgren relat-s
ed the details of a tragedy in
August 1975 that claimed the
life of a Zl-year -old Bagley
woman. :

“We were readymg for a wed-
ding, and got a call that a mem-
ber of the family had been
raped and beaten with a base-
ball bat to the point where her
brother-in-law had a hard time
knowing who.it was;” Lindgren,
R-Bagley, said Thursday night.

“Her body had been thrown
into ‘the .Mississippi' River at
Blaine and had floated past

- their house,” he said of those

involved in the wedding. “Her
naked body was found against a
bridge pier.”

Now v1s1bly shaken, Lindgren
told about 30 people at Bemidji
City Hall that they didn’t “have .

to go any further to see where I

go” involving the death penalty.
The woman’s attacker remains’
unknown to this day, he said.

“I do support the death penal-
ty, because we simply have the

. resources now such as DNA to

have this done correctly,” Lind-
.gren said. “I'd flip the switch —
this is how hard 1 feel about
this.

“No.--one in the free state of
Minnesota should. have to fear
stuff like that,” said Lindgren, to

.around of muted applause.

Lindgren, and three other
local lawmakers, were asked
their position on the death
penalty as part of a Bemidji.
Area Chamber of Commerce
legislative forum, with the 2004.
session starting Feb. 2:

" Sen. Carrie_Ruud, R-Breezy,
. Point, said she would author a

bill to bring the death penalty
before the public in a constitu-
tional amendment ballot ques-
tion.

The issue comes after Gov.
Tim Pawlenty proposed reinstat-
ing the death penalty in Min--
nesota after the Nov. 22 disap-
pearance of Dru Sjodin, a Univer-
sity of North Dakota student, who
is believed to have been abduct-
ed. A Crookston man who is a
convicted h1gh TisK sex, (offender

“igbeing held in the case. . " ;

“It is the people of Minnesota
who should decide,” Ruud sa1d
“It is a very personal issue.”

Ruud said her family is
acquainted with Sjodin’s family
— with Dru Sjodin a bridesmaid
in her son’s wedding.

“I would like someday to look
at a photo of my son’s wedding
without a lump in my throat,”
Ruud said.

Ruud is holding a sex offend-
er town hall meeting 2-4 p.m.
Saturday at Pequot Lakes High
School with a panel of legisla-
tors and state officials to talk
about stiffer penalties for such

offenders.

« Rep. Doug Fuller, RBemldj1
said he supported the death
penalty but agreed with Ruud
that Minnesotans. should vote
on the issue through a constitu-
tional ballot question.

“It’s not a very easy debate,
but’ the feds can do it now in
Minnesota” with certain federal
court convictions, Fuller said.
“The voters should have the
choice.”

More than-90 percent of sex

offenders re-offend, he said,
and stricter laws are needed
such as the use of civil commit-
ment. Unfortunately, no new
law can be made retroactive to
those offenders who now have
served their time and‘are free,
he said. -
» Sen. Rod Skoe of Clearbrook,
the. lone Democrat on-Thurs-
day’s panel, spoke against the
death penalty,  saying it’s too
easy to make mlstakes that
can't be corrected.

“There are moves toward
lengthening -sentences,” he
said. “But in using the death
penalty, there are some
instances where mistakes are
made and there is no recourse:
We .have to understand those
things.”

Skoe . agreed that the civil

commitment process needs to.
be strengthened, in which high-

risk criminals can be held in

state hospitals after fulfilling -

their criminal jail sentences.

The legislators for two hours
were asked a host of questions
as a tune-up to the current ses-
sion, and a few lingering ques-
.tions about last year’s session
that solved a $4.5 billion state
budget deficit without raising
state taxes.

Spilling over from that were
state aid cuts to cities, of which
Bemidji lost $502,238 or 12.7
percent of its Local Government -
Aid in 2003 and will lose
$846,906 or 20.7 percent of LGA
this year.

Both Fuller and Lindgren
went against their caucus in not
supporting the tax measure
that cut LGA.

The Coalition of Greater Min-
nesota Cities, a lobbying group
of rural cities to- which"Bemidji-{
is a member, had advocated a
different plan which also cut
market value credit and transit
aids, which affect metro sub-
urbs that don’t receive -LGA.

office, 'and Fuller -is: equally
upset with the lobbying group.
“The Coalition of Greater Min-
nesota Cities is not welcome in
my office,” said Ruud. “There
are lobbyists I trust who bring
me both sides of the issue. But'I
found the coalition not up front -
or honest. It’s the city’s choice
to pav them. but it’s mv choice

not to deal with people who are
not honest.”
. Fuller said he has good rela-
tions with, city of Bemidji. offi-
cials but that the coalition
“burned several bridges last ses-
sion.” |
Fuller accused the group of
putting out “misinformation”
and “lost a lot of credibility” last

'session. “Idon’t have to listen to

thém, but I will meet with the
city and I have a great relation-
ship with them.”

Cities “took a big hit, includ-

/ing Bemidji,” said Skoe, adding
“that his door is open to every-

‘one. “The coalition had an alter-
native that it was aggressively
promotmg in which the pain
‘would have been shared among
municipalities more fairly.”

Lindgren also said he had no
‘problems with CGMC and that
his door is also open with one
exception, which he defined
only as a “taxpayer” group.

Among other comments:

m All agreed in proposals to
improve impaired state waters,
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but were cool to proposals to -

levy a fee on households and
“businesses to pay for it.

B “The highest income -Min-
nesotans are paying a lesser
percentage of their income to
provide services and lower
income Minnesotans have been
paying a higher percentage,”
said Skoe. “This is not the direc-
tion we should be going.”

m Fuller defended the $1,750
bonuses a House panel gave
House staff members by saying
the money came from health
care savings from those

employees and should go back -

to them. When Skoe pointed out
that state employees, who set-
tled for no pay increase, had
their health benefit savings

sent to the state general fund,

Fuller said House employees

were non union and didn’t get.,

step or longevity increases
union state workers still got.

B Asked about -annexation,
Fuller said the day.will come
when surrounding townships
will need to consolidate with
the city of Bemidji. “The city
doesn’t have room for growing
its tax base, and people in the

‘townships come to”thecity for~

shopping and services. At some
point, when does Bemidji and
Northern - townships consoli-
date into-the city? They have to

- talk as a community of where it
But apparently. Ruud has
banned . the CGMC. from her:

wants to be in 20 years.”

B Asked about putting more
low-income Minnesotans into
- the state’s health insurance pro-
gram, - MinnesotaCare, Ruud
said the time has come to cut

back health care plans, that the
state can’t afford “Cadillac poli- -

cies.” Better, she said, that
major medlcal Savings
accounts be allowed."”

B4 bswenson@hemidiipioneer.com
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BY MICHELLE RUCKDASCHEL
Pioneer Staff Writer

The Legislative Commission
on Minnesota Resources (LCMR)
will recommend state legisla-
tors give $400,000 to Bemidji
next year for a Paul Bunyan
State Trail connection within
the city.

The money wquld come from
a portion of l&ttery proceeds
designated for the state’s Envi-

CMR to recomm

%
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ronmental and Natural
Resources Trust Fund. The
funds will be distributed to
approved projects in July 2005.

The Bemidji project was one
of 74 proposals that the LCMR
will recommend for funding
totaling more than $37 million
next year at state Legislature.
The LMCR received 221 propos-
als requesting a total of more
than $240 million.

Submitted by City Manager
David Minke, Bemidji’s proposal
requested $5.2 million to
acquire necessary -property to
connect and complete the Paul
Bunyan State Trail within the
city, including- construction of
trail improvements and a cross-
ing at State Highway 197.

“Bemidji was fortunate to
receive the $400,000 although it
is a small portion of the needs

R SR o G, giv: eyt

P T AR S T

for this project,” Mayor Richard
Lehmann said. “It’s a start. It
helps us keep the project. on
track.” % '

¢ Rep.- Doug Fuller, R-Bemidji,
$aid that for Bemidji to get the

$400,000 recommendation is a

huge success. Both he and Sen., |

-

Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, are |

LCMR members, as well as Rep.
Larry Howes, R- Walker.

“It still has to go through the |.:
" bill this spring, state Legislature

normal Legislative G
Fuller said. £ process,

Although there is always the
chance state Legislature could
make changes to the LCMR’s
recommendation next spring
Fuller said it has been good at

|honoring past recommenda-

tions by the commission.
Fuller said he, along with’

> Trail / Page 3 I\"/

Ruud and Howes, worked hard
to get an LCMR hearing in St.
Paul for the Bemidji bid.

Ruud agreed. =«

“That was really important
because they were up for bond-
ing,” she said.

The city requested $5.2 mil-
lion in bonding for a Paul Bun-
yan State Trail connection.
While portions of the request
were included in the bonding

j':; adjourned without approving

“ the bill.

“We knew how important the
project is to the whole area,”
Ruud said, referring to herself
and the two other legislators.

In June, Lehmann traveled to
St. Paul with Councilor Jerry
Downs and City Engineer Brian
Freeberg to testify at the hear-
ing. The city officials presented
the city’s position on the state
trail connection and the needs
to complete such a trail.

“It's a state project that the
city has invested a tremendous
amount of resources and effort
in,” Lehmann said.

The mayor, along with Ruud

~ and Fuller, agreed that securing

R T R~ T

the recommendation of LCMR
is a competitive process.
“It was a tough competition
this year,” Fuller said.
A

end city ge_tv $400',OOQ for trail connection

He added that there were a lot
of good projects seeking LCMR
funds; ranging from energy
projects to water projects.

“Money is scarce so any we
can get is appreciated,” Rudd
added. “I think that we just
have to keep working on it and
finding as many funding
sources as we can.”

A Paul Bunyan Trail connec-

tion through Bemidji would ... . .

bring in tourism dollars and a
greater focus to the area, Ruud
said. And, she added, complet-

ing the connection will encour--

age people to get outside and do
more healthy activities.

In other trail news, the city
closed on the purchase of an
abandoned Burlington North-
ern Santa Fe Railroad corridor
on June 28. The strip runs from
Mississippi Avenue through a
“Y” section at State Highway
197. City Finance Director Ron
Eischens said the city paid
about $505,000 for the corridor.

The corridor will be renovated
into a multi-purpose recreation
trail for snowmobiling, bicy-
cling, walking, running and
inline skating, with portions
becoming part of the Paul Bun-
yan State Trail. The “Y” section
is needed to construct a trail
crossing at the highway for the

state trail.
The state trail will span 110

miles between the
Brainerd/Baxter area and
Bemidji when completed,

according to the Minnesota
Department of Natural
Resources. It is primarily locat-
ed on a former Burlington
Northern railroad grade.

BX mruckdaschel@bemidjipioneer.com
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1ve session

this bill would have created throughout the
state — not the minimum-wage McJobs that

Legislators need to agree on a state projects we are seeing in the so-called recovery.”
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BY BRAD SWENSON
Pioneer Political Editor
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" The GOP-led House passed a $677 million
state projects bill of which $600 million

I'bill and to restore some state aid to rural
cities in order to hold a special se

House DFLers said Thursday.

ssion,

INFORMATION SERVICES

Burrelle

would come from borrowing. The DFL-led

And the bonding bill should also spread Senate offered $948.7 million in projects of

26
JX.4d,

p

rojects throughout Mihnesota, not just in . which $887 million would come from bonds.

Pioneer Photo by Monte Draper

'Rep. Tom Rukavina, DFL-Virginia, answers a question about the
House Minority Leader Matt Entenza, DFL-St. Paul, and House

Thursday-at the Bemidji-Beltrami County Airport. Next to him are
4A DFL candidate Frank Moe of Bemidji.

recently ended legislative session during news conference

hockey

arena that is in the House bill but wasn’t in™

lay the Senate bill.

s bill, they were playing with
he said of Senate Republican

, of which $18-million is

At stake is about $30 million in bonding

mate where we desperately need them,” projects for Bemidji
“There’s more building cranes on the hori-

the few votes needed to move the Senate bill
zon than you’ve got seagulls on'Lake Bemid-

bonding, Senate Republicans refused to give .
to a conference committee.

ding *ji,” said Rep. Tom Rukavina, DFL-Virginia,

, said House Minority Leader * Since a supermajority is needed to pass
bill in that chamber. “Our families and com-

Matt Entenza, DFL-St. Paul. ¢
“When the Republicans chose to p

games with thi

“The bonding bill is about two things:
people’s lives,”

updating our state colleges and other facili-

ties, and creating good-paying jobs in a cli-
Entenza said during a news conference at the for a new Bemidji State .University

Bemidji-Beltrami County Airport.
efforts which blocked passage of a bon

the metro area

e e Ty T ——

munities need the kind of good-paying jobs p House DFL / Page A10 A

a

©A10

THE PIONEER, Bemidji, Minnesota v

» House DFL / From Page A1{)

, who accompanied Entenza. The

Iron Ranger noted the roomful
of DFL supporters which includ-
ed a number of representatives
from the building trades. !

“We .need some of those con-
struction projects up here,” he
said. : .

“We want the bonding bill —
as long as it’s balanced for all

. parts of the state, and these
projects for Bemidji are very
important,” Entenza said. That'’s
why DFLers supported the
House measure, even though it
wasn'’t as large as they wanted.

“There’s a recognition that we
need to have a bonding bill,” he
said. “We’ll have a cooling off
period for the next couple of
weeks, and then there will have
to be some compromises. The
test of leadership will be to see
who is prepared to compro-
mise.”

But the problem has been a
Republican ‘style of leadership
that is “my way or the highway,”
he said. “This time, the Democ-
rats said we won’t give up.

Republicans learned that the

Democrats will hang tough, and
we’ll have some hard negotia-
tions.”

Other Bemidji projects includ-
ed co-location of BSU and
Northwest Technical College,
Paul Bunyan Trail in the city
and BSU maintenance work.

The BSU hockey arena “is one
of the issues that is in play,”
Entenza said. “’We're going to
have to have some compromis-
es, and some of the programs in

- the Twin Cities where the econ-
omy is doing much better are
going to have to be cut. And
then people in the region here
will have to weigh in on those
other issues. ’

see cuts. And whatever aid was
cut, will be restored, Entenza
said. :

The Legislature this session
grappled with restoring $60 mil-
lion in LGA, but that was also
left on the table when the ses-
sion adjourned.

» While both Reps. Doug Fuller,

¢R-Bemidji, and Doug Lindgren,
R-Bagley, voted against the 2003
bill which cut LGA and both are
co-authors of this year’s meas-
ure, Rukavina said Fuller and
Lindgren are to blame for their
original 2001 votes to reform
the property tax system which
allowed LGA: to be cut.

Because of that, property
taxes in the Bemidji area have
gone up in double digits; 20 per-
cent for.some, Entenza said.

“That is the policy that we’ve
seen from the Republican
majority, of shifting responsibil-
ity to local government, leaving
them in a position so that the
only way to raise revenue is
through property taxes,” he
said. ;

“To watch Doug Fuller and
Doug Lindgren voting for what
seems to be Edina instead of
Bemidji and - their districts is

- disheartening for me,” Rukav-
ina said. “I like a good fight and
everybody knows that, but
Fuller and Lindgren haven’t
been fighting at all for you
folks.”

He pointed to Frank Moe of
Bemidji to replace Fuller this

fall and to Brita Sailer of Park .

Rapids to replace Lindgren,
with both candidates joining
Entenza and Rukavina at the
news conference.

The 2001 property tax reform
bill put the state into structural
deficit forever, Rukavina said,

“The .problem is that Sen. adding that Fuller supported

_Ruud and the Senate Republi-
cans killed the entire bonding
bill,” Entenza said, referring to
Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy
Point. “Sen. Ruud voted against
it. If Sen. Ruud and just one
other Republican had voted for
the bill, it would have at least
gone to a conference committee
and had some compromises.”

Rukavina said that if he were
Sen. Ruud, with $30 million of
bonding for a city in his district,
“I'd cut my left arm off just to
use my right one to vote green.
The fact that she couldn’t
understand that ... just shows
you there is no direction down
there of how the process
works.” - -
{,Both.DFLers said that the spe-
cial session should also include
restoring some Local Govern-
ment Aid to cities. Bemidji, in
the biennium, is losing
$800,000 while suburban cities
which don’t receive LGA didn’t

that measure.
Fuller and Lindgren may say

they voted against their Repub-'

lican colleagues on the tax bill,
Entenza said, “but they were
silent — they didn’t stand up
and defend this region: They
and a few other Republicans
were told it was OK to vote
against it because they voted at
the beginning of the legislative
session to make sure that all
those Republican committee
chairs are in place who will

support the suburbs at the

expense of greater Minnesota.
“Leadership is defined by
those who stand up for their
area, and Reps. Fuller and Lind-
gren were absent without
leave,” Entenza said. “Right now,
Fuller and Lindgren are the best
representatives Edina’s ever
had, because they’re part of the
group that has made sure those
suburbs get taken care of first.”
< bswenson@hemidjipioneer.com
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By Joe Albert
Staff Writer

Akeley, Minn. — A DNR plan
to create a trail within Paul
Bunyan State Park for four-

wheel drive trucks has touched

off a debate about the w1sdom

- of the proposal.

" ‘Many residents around the
state park are outraged the
DNR would build a trail where

trucks could test their driving -

skills over logs and boulders,
said Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy
Point.

“Christmas hasn’t been real
busy for emails, but that is just
continual,” said Ruud, who
opposes making trails for four-
wheel drive trucks on any state
forest land..

The DNR is considering
building an eight-mile trail that
four-wheel drive vehicles
would be able to use. About two
or three miles of that would be a
“technical trail” with tight

turns, a small hill and assorted -

rocks and boulders, said Mark
Carlstrom, DNR area forestry
supervisor in Park Rapids.

The proposed trail would be
an opportunity for truck drivers
to take a slow, scenic ride
through the woods while going
over natural obstacles. The trail

‘is different than “challenge

¢ areas, mud holes, and scramble

OUTDOOR NE ws

DNR proposes Paul Bunyan truck trail

areas,” which in the past have
been shown ‘to cause rutting

and erosion, said Brad Moore,
. DNR assistant commissioner.

The DNR built a “challenge
area” in Foothills State Forest,
which was closed this year after
extensive erosion and rutting.

In 2002, the DNR said chal-
lenge areas were not appropri-
ate uses of state forests. Its cur-
rent plan for a trail in Paul
Bunyan doesn’t constitute a

shift in policy, Moore said.

“They are mistaking it for a
challenge area,” Moore said.

The challenge areas are avail-
able at other places, like a park
at -an old mine near Gilbert.
Challenge area or not, Ruud
said the truck trail plan isn’t
good for the environment. .

“1 think it’s just irresponsible
to go down that road,” she said.

Truck enthusiasts aren’t look-

‘ing for a challenge area in Paul

Bunyan, said Scott Reiling,

- president of the Minnesota Four

Wheel Drive Association:

"But they do want a place
where other cars wouldn't be
able to go.

“They should be able to come
up with a trail that’s not a road,

PAGE 5

but at the same time not a chal-
lenge area,” Reiling said.

“We are looking for the nature
experience, the drive through
the woods.”

The proposed truck trail is
based on existing trails. Some
logs and rocks that previously
had been ‘cleared from the trail -
will be pushed back on,
Carlstrom said.

The land in the area is flat, for
the most part, Carlstrom said.

" There is one area with a small

hill that’s about 100 feet long.

The trail isn’t a threat to the
environment, Moore said.

“Whether you are using a
truck, motorcycle, or ATV, how
you use the vehicle is really
going to say a lot about whether
you do damage or not,” Moore
said.

If the trail opens and there is
damage from trucks, it will be -
closed, Moore said. “The trucks
folks know that.” -

The DNR is currently collect- s

.ing public comments on ‘the -

proposal.

There will be an open house
on Wednesday, Jan. 12 at the
Park Rapids Area High School.
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City hopes for
2005 session

‘murror this

year’s requests
BY MOLLY MIRON

Pioneer Editor

The issues the Bemidji City
Council wants the state Legisla-
ture to-move on in the coming
session are about the same as
those in the last couple of years.

The half-cent city sales tax for
parks and trails improvement,
funding the . completion of the
Paul Bunyan State Trail through
the city, maintaining Local Gov-
ernment Aid and growth manage-

. ment were the major topics under

discussion during a Friday lunch
meeting with the City Council
and Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy e
Point, and Representative-elect
Frank Moe, DFL-Bemidji. -

Mayor Richard Lehmann and
Councilors Ron Johnson, Nancy
Erickson, Roger Hellquist, Bar-
bara Meuers and Jerry Downs,
as well as Councilor-elect Onen
Markeson, took part in the dis-
cussion.

Ruud said the city sales tax
for Bemidji passed in the Min-
nesota Senate, but Rep. Ron,
_Abrams, R-Minnetonka, Tax

L

“Committee. chairman, denied
the issue a hearing in the Min-
nesota House. Bemidji voters
approved the sales tax in 2002.

“We went through all of the
channels up to the legislative
process. ... It just got stalemated
at that point,” said Lehmann.
“That’s the frustrating part.” -

“This is a regional town ‘and
tourism and it’s only fair that
those who use it (parks and trail)
pay for it,” said Downs. “It’s good
for the big picture to do this.”

Moe agreed. “Parks and recre-
ation is fundamental to every-
thing here,” he said.

Ruud said the new House Tax
Committee chairman will be
Rep. Phil Krinkie, R-Shoreview.

“I can’t tell you he’ll be any
more -or less favorable,” Ruud
said. “Committee chairs have
tremendous power. They decide
whether bills get heard or don’t
get heard.”

However, she questioned why

cities should: go to the expense
.on ‘the Paul. Bunyan Trail Com-
mittee, “said he is confident.

and effort of holding a referen-:
dum if they can’t get a. hearmg
in the Legislature.

“If the citizens vote and they
want to do it to themselves for
themselves” the Legislature

S

oo _LOCAL

City Couneil, leglslators discuss area need

Pioneer Photo by Monte Draper

Representative-elect Frank Moe, DFL-Bemld]I, and Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point,
(not pictured) meet with Bemidji City Council members on Friday afternoon. This was a
direct opportunity for the city councllors to voice concerns and hopes for the 2005 Leg-

islature.

'should honor their wishes,

Ruud said. :

She urged the City Council to
emphasize the point that the
tax, which is set to raise $9.8
million, would .sunset when it
reaches that goal, in about five
years. :

On the question of LGA, Ruud
said she would absolutely fight
to maintain the contributions to
rural cities. However, looking at
a $1.4 billion shortfall means

some things will have to be-cut. ' .

" The services she said she sees
as essential include school and
transportation funding, LGA
and the bonding bill. -

The bonding bill should fin-
ish the Paul Bunyan State Trail
through the city and fund the
Bemidji State University Bridge-
man Hall and Northwest Techni-
cal College-Bemidji construc-
tion projects, Moe and Ruud .
said. However, they have doubts
about'a hockey arena. -

“I don’t see it happening at
all,” Ruud said of the proposed
$18 million project.

Lehmann .said he is so frus-
trated  about the lack of
progress on the trail, which
would connect Bramgrd and
International Falls, ‘but- which
dead ends at Bemidji, that he is
tempted to finish -it with city
funds-and charge a toll for use.

“It’s ‘a state trail. It will have
wide impact,” he said.

““It’s less than a mlle & Enck
son said of the gap. :

Downs, - who: is the councilor

Ruud -and Moe will make the

trail completion happen in the

upcoming session.
Moe said many of the issues

that affect rural Minnesota are
more geographical than parti-
san.

~ “We make our case stronger if
we work across party lines,” he
said. “We’ll see if we can make
that go. Partisanship is not
what the voters want.”

City Manager David Minke
cited the recent agreement
between the city and adjacent
townships, Bemidji and ‘North-

2 "4
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ern, on expanding city limits
and providing services over an
orderly period of years. He said
he would welcome legislation
to address growth management -
and encourage compromises
between competing interests.
Moe said, “Let’s hope the
example you set can be a prece-
dent for cities and \townships

around the region.” {
B mmiron@bemidjipioneer.com l
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Minnesota counties ready to
propose-transportation package

BY BRAD SWENSON
Pioneer Political Editor

A $1-Dillion yearly transporta- -

tion proposal supported by Min-
nesota counties calls for a 10-cent
a gallon gasoline tax boost.

The proposal, to be unveiled
Monday,” would also index the
state’s gas tax in succeeding years

to inflation, and would allow the-

metro area to impose a half-cent
sales tax for transportation and
transit programs.

The plan has the support of Bel-
trami “County commissioners,
who presented ‘it Friday to local
legislators, with the provision that
the current formula to distribute
gas tax revenues remain as it is.
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“We're not excited about chang-
ing the formula, but if so, that it
be changed only with the new
fundmg coming in,” Beltrami
County ' Board Chalrman Ron
Otterstad said.

The transportatlon funding
package will be outlined in a

-10:30 a.m. Monday State Capitol

news conference by the Associa-
tion of Minnesota Counties,
which approved the plan at its
convention last week:

. The biggest fear has been a.

metro push-to change the consti-

‘tutionally dedicated gas tax for-

mula to give more money to that

» Transportation / Page A14 C/
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- will have to fight to the end of

area — something which rural
_counties oppose. °*

Otterstad said a compromise
~would allow a formula change
with new monies — if the tax is
increased — to the account
while keeping it as it is for what
is currently levied. The state’s
_gas tax has remained
- unchanged since 1988.

. A provision for a half- cent
sales tax in the metro area
“would allow that area to raise
more revenues for roads and
» transits that would not affect
:rural road funding, Otterstad .
»  said.
- “We have a very goodlformu-
‘f la now,” -Sen..Rod Skoe, DFL
I Clearbrook told Beltrami com-
!*missioners. “But I can’t see

!ipolitically how tg.get more

‘ money into it. I w1ll support a
. gas tax increase as a way for
“new money, but not also a
- sales tax.”
Skoe said he fears that if a

"3 large area, such as the metro,

! raises its own tax to take care of
'1ts transportation problems,
. “then the rest will never get

‘money.”

- Another problem, Skoe said,
“is that Gov. Tim Pawlenty, who

- steadfastly has refused to raise -

. taxes, would most likely veto a
: gas tax hike.

© The AMC proposal would
-raise $1 billion a year for trans-.
. portation with a 5-cent gas tax
“hike the first year of the bienni-
= um and another 5-cent hike the

the success of the Hiawatha
Light Rail system..By granting'
the authority for local govern-

ments to use sales tax revenues, .

local officials can craft transit
solutions that best meét the
needs of their communities.”

Beltrami County’s support is
for the full package. “Should
changes be made to the trans-
portation package that are unfa-
vorable to rural counties, then
the County Board position will
be that the existing County
State Aid Highway formula
must, remain unchanged,”
according to a board policy
statement.

“We will walk away from the
table if the formula changes for
the existing money,” Otterstad

said. “The sales tax won'’t pass -

without rural support, and the
rural area wants  structural
change to transportation fund-

Still, Skoe lauded the counties
for coming up with a plan that
apparently all counties can sup-
port. The failure to rally around
a ‘plan -has transferred to the
Legislature, which equally has
failed to find a transportation
funding agreement.

‘T am glad to hear counties
are working together,” Skoe
said. “This will move the dis-
cussion forward.”

County agenda

Commissioners also met with

*Sen, _Carrie Ruudi R-Breezy
“second year. The tax would be * Point, and Reps.-elect Frank

. indexed to inflation starting the
“third year. :
“ In addition to the metro sales

" tax, non-metro counties could

also voluntarily adopt local

- option half-cent sales taxes ded-
icated to transportation. A com:

: bination of a local county

. option wheelage fee and regis-

. tration fee would increase, and

Ea renewed commitment made
! to the state bridge-bonding pro-
- gram, in addition to new state

» bonding for roads. .

f The primary component of
:the AMC plan is to provide a
: dedicated fundmg stream for
¢ local transit services by propos-
+ing legislation which would
: grant local transit. districts’ the
:authority to use local sales
taxes'to support transit and
transportation projects.

“The metro area is facing rap-
idly increasing congestion,”

_Hennepin County Commission-
*er Peter McLaughlin' says'in

.remarks prepared for<yonday’s ;.

: event. “Citizens:want and need

Moe, DFL-Bemidji, and Brita

'Saller DFL-Park Rapids, to pres-
ent the county’s leglslatlve
agenda.

The agenda includes ensur-
ing that a formula for county
aid and $95 million in new aid
remains intact, that the state
seek a’ statewide smoke-free
ordinance, policy be passed to
help small seasonal resorts stay
intact and in business, to sup-
port Bemidji State University
bonding projects, state partici-
pation in preparing for the 2006
opening of walleye fishing on
Upper Red Lake, helping curb

methamphetamine abuse in .

rural Minnesota, and help
increase the availability of
affordable housing.

The lawmakers said many
funding decisions will depend
upon how the next biennium
budget is crafted, with a short-
fall of $700 million to $1.4 bil-
lion at the outset.

““Wlth that kind of a-shortfall;,
‘We'will “have' to be’ wgllanf s

the session.”.

Commissioner Jim Heltzer
noted that the county lost $2
million as part of the last budg-
et-solving crisis,” mostly in
human services funding.

“If we suffer another loss,
we'll be up the creek without a
paddle,” Heltzer said. “We cut -
things like WIC (Women,
Infants, Children nutrition pro-
gram) and children’s hé&alth
services, so we absorbed what
we could.”

Heltzer suggested that law-
makers form a rural caucus, but
Ruud cautioned against such a
maneuver as that could create
an even more powerful subur-
ban caucus in opposition.

“I would hate to put up barri-
ers if each is in its own struc-
ture,” she said. “Rural legisla-
tors already work together quite

. well.”

:But Moe said that in the
House, where the DFL made
great strides in the Nov. 2 elec-
tion to narrow the Republican
edge to 68-66, freshmen mem-
bers of both parties are talking
about forming a rural coalition.

“Differences are more issue
oriented - than geographic,”
argued Ruud.

‘Gaming plans

Asked about gaming issues,

" skoe said that while he has not

supported a state venture into
gaming, he predicted the Legis-
lature will spend much time on
the issue. :

“If so, I hope we can get a per-
centage of casino revenues
going to the counties that host
casinos for their human servic-
es costs,” he said.

Pawlenty has pitched that the
state receive about a quarter of
American Indian gaming prof-
its in exchange for exclusivity,
while another proposal would
have the state share in a Twin
Cities-area casino with the Red
Lake, White Earth 'and Leech
Lake bands of Chippewa.

“None of us are advocating
that revenues from White Earth,
Red Lake or Leech Lake be used
for the state budget,” Moe said
when asked if the governor’s
proposal for taking a share of
revenue would include those
tribal operations. “We will dig
in our heels on that.”

A state casino with the three
poorest tribes would increase
the pot of money for all entltles
Skoe said. “We: are trying .to
increase revenues ‘for eve“ry-

‘a menu of transportatlon alter- Moeé said. “We can’t assume body, not take money away” "

natlves especxally in hght of

anythmg is off the‘/table but we

»

>3 bswenson@bemidjipioneer.com
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Community leaders
support Walker Area
Community Center

Individuals and teams from near
and far will jump or slowly slide
into the frigid waters of Leech
Lake Feb. 14 to raise funds to build

ter. ;

The event will take place from
11 am. to 3 p.m. at the beach in
city park. Each participant will
raise pledges, and prizes will be
awarded according. to the amount
raised. Prizes will alsq be awarded
for the best individual and team
costumes, most money raised by an
individual and team, and a prize for
the oldest "plunger." ' )

Local celebrity Ken Bresley will
emcee the event. Additional hosts
will be Minnesota State Rep. Larry »
Howes and Sen. Carrie-Ruud. Paul .

‘Bunyan Broadcasting's Kev Jack-
" son will issue a challenge and will

jump in if his monetary goal is met.
Tune in to Paul Bunyan Broadcast-
ing stations for details.

After the jump, "plungers" will
head for a hot tub and heated tents
where there will be warm refresh-
ments. Those too chicken to jump
are invited to join in the fun and
make.a pledge to a braver soul.

The Polar Plunge is part of the
annual Eelpout Festival, this year
held Feb. 13, 14 and 15. Many peo-
ple have already committed to take
the plunge, including an all-female
team from the local Rotary Club,
the local youth hockey teams and a

PolzTrPluhge i

Continued from page 1A

" Plinge

the Walker Area Community Cen-

-

Polar plungers and beach bums will be at the Walker City Beach Eelpout weekend (Feb. 14) from 11 a.m.

will be held Valentine's Day

b 3 £

PR

to 3 p.m. to take part in the Polar Plunge. The plunge is a fund-raiser for the Walker Area Community
Center. Registrations forms are available at area merchants. Photo submitted

family team from grandpa on
down. A minimum pledge of $20 is
required. Registration forms are
available from area merchants or
by calling (218) 547-1853.

The Walker Area Ambulance
Service will be on hand to ensure
safety. The WHA High School
Wrestling Club will sell refresh-

~ments to participants and specta-

activities for ‘all community resi-
dents. The attractive 53,000 square
foot, year-round facility will house
a youth center, a fitness center,
gymnasium with an elevated walk-
ing track, community meeting
rooms, a catering kitchen and an
arena that will house an ice rink
five months and can be used the
rest of the year for trade shows and
other large events.

Fund-raising _efforts . for _the .

WACC began ' year ago, with a
goal of raising $3.4 million for cen-
ter construction and first year oper-
ating expenses. Currently the goal
is to reach the $2.2 million mark by

.May 1, which will "activate a
$400,000 grant.from the Blandin
Foundation.

The Walker area business com-
munity and residents have diligent-
ly worked and raised all but
$600,000 to meet the challenge.

"So many people, young and old,
have worked so hard and come so
far. I am very proud of what our
small community has done," said

..Ben Brovold, WACC Board Presi-, .

“dent. "Now, with just a little more
help, we will realize our vision of
building a strong future. for our
community."

tors. Notthern Lights Hotel and
Casino is sponsoring the event. All
preparations and equipment is
being donated by Thompson's
Rent-All. All this means that 100
percent of money raised will go
toward the Walker Area Communi-
ty Center. :

The Walker/Leech Lake area has
been targeted as one of five areas in

S
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the state for a high number of -
youth at risk. In response to this
and other community needs, lead-
ers from the Walker area developed
a plan to build a community center. _
WACC will provide a safe and
supportive environment for healthy *

\ Polar Plunge -

4\ Continued.on page 7A
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Linda Walker, Ieft mother of missing college student Dru Sjodin, and Patty Wetterlmg,
mother of Jacob Wetterling who was abducted in 1989, attended a town hall meeting
about sexual offender Iaws in Pequot Lakes, Mlnn Saturday. .

Officials face residenté
of Dru Sjodin’s hometown

" PEQUOT LAKES, Minn. (AP) — and proposals by Gov. Tim
Residents in Dru'Sjodin’s home- Pawlenty. Pawlenty advocates
town told the state’s top prison changes in the civil; commit-
official on Saturday that they’re ment process, arresting and
angry more isn’t being done to convicting . more ! sexual
lock up convicted sex offenders offenders and longer sen-
like the one accused of kidnap-. tences for sex crimes, among
ping Sjodin. other changes. :
At a town hall meeting at Rodnguez was released from
Pequot Lakes High School, resi- prison in May instead of being
dents told Corrections Commis- committed indefinitely to a

sioner Joan Fabian they were treatment center. He has said he
frustrated that sex offenders was not involved in Sjodin’s dis-

like Alfonso Rodriguez Jr. — the appearance. .
Crookston man charged with  Fabian said the Corrections *

kidnapping  Sjodin —

are Department can recommend ®

rie Ruud, R-Breezy Point; Sen.
civil- commitment for sex* Betsy Wergin, R-Princeton; Rep.

said he, his officers and the
public are fed up. -

“I'm a.father, a husband and a
brother,” he said. “What about
the victims? I support, for the
worst of the 'worst, the death
penalty.” Several -audience
members cheered and clapped

" when Forsberg stepped away

from the microphone.

Several lawmakers at the
meeting said they supported.
the death penalty, including

‘Rep. Larry Howes, R-Walker; Sen.
Dave Kleis, R-St. Cloud Sen. Car-

released back inte society.
. “Why can’t these people be offenders deemed to be at a » Dale Walz, RBralnerd and Rep.
taken off the streets and put on high risk to reoffend, but it is +Doug Fuller, R-Bemi

Linda and Sidney Walker of

-a farm someplace where they up to county attorneys and
can be productive to society?” -the attorney general to pursue

asked Shirley Langland. “Doing a civil commitment in court.

farm work so they can’t be out She sald she agreed with Paw-

in particu

in the public'againy ‘P n|

--Fabian, othe atuthe civil commitment:terling, - ‘the d1-year-old St..

off1c1als and state Tawmakers™ ‘process needs to be reformed.. Joseph boy who was abducted
in.1989.

~— discussed sex offender laws .

Police Chief Mark Forsberg

Pequot Lakes, Sjodin’s mother
and stepfather, attended the
meeting, as did Patty Wetter-

I SESSRS———

‘the'mother:of Jacob Wet-'
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Hottinger doesn’t think

bill was right solution

By Mathias Baden
Free Press Staff Writer

ST. PAUL — Authors of a bill
to impose financial penalties on
student rioters say they need a
DFL co-author in the Senate,
but there are no takers.

“This bill won’t go any-
where,” said Sen. Carrie Ruud,
R-Breezy Point.

She is sponsoring the Senate
version of Rep. Carla Nelson’s
proposal to make college stu-
dents convicted of felonies or
gross misdemeanors related to
riotous behavior ineligible for
state money for one year.

They would instead pay the
highest applicable tuition rates
if they went to a public univer-
sity. Schools, which receive

state money based on popula-
tion totals, wouldn’t be allowed

to count convicted rioters.

The House passed a version
of the bill with Rep. John Dorn,
DFL-Mankato as a co-author.

But so far, Sen.
Hottinger, who represents the
university area, isn’t signing on.

“I don’t think what the House
did is the right solution,” said
Hottinger, -DFL-St. Peter.
“Local governments make bet-
ter decisions on these sorts of
things.”

Ruud hasn’t asked Hottmger

e

RIOT: Bill passed House last week

Continued from Page B>

penalties should be applied at -
~all.

Because the bill passed last
week in the House, the issue
could come up during a confer-
ence committee gathering, at
which leaders of the House and
Senate meet with the governor
to negotiate compromises —
sometimes they make them,
sometimes they don’t
between each caucus’ recom-
mendations.

Mankato City Manager Pat
Hentges, somewhat involved in
Mankato’s anti-riot fight, said
he’s “indifferent” about the bill.
~ But he added that a stricter
‘penalty for rioting might deter

- '

students from stagmg,.,a poten-
tial copycat “event for ‘which

Mankato officials are preparing.

“I can’t say that’s going to be
a full deterrent, but a student is
going to have to think twice,”
Hentges said. “For some peo-
Dle, the criminal charges are
enough.

Hentges said opponents of
the bill see it as unfair for stu-

dents, who would be penalized
more $everely than nonstudents

who are convicted of like
crimes. Proponents argued that

property owners have rights to
live in a safe place,-to enjoy
their things and to be free from
fear.

Certainly, Hentges said, not
all of the . rioters mear the

Minnesota State University
campus on homecoming day -

were students at a public col-
lege.

. Rioters: impeded - on the
rights of not just oversensitive
citizens who call the police
about minute infractions but
MSU’s -usually tolerant neigh-
bors. o .
Mankato  Public  Safety
recently formed an on-foot
patrol to police the off-campus
area near MSU and increased
the number of officers on the
hilllop during potentially
“volatile times,” Hentges said.

A4

for help with the bill.
And, without an outspoken
Democrat supporting the pro-

posal, it hasn’t received a hear-
~ing. Hottinger said it’s only
- chance to pass in the Senate
John *

would have been during a
Monday meeting of the Senate
Finance Committee, but amend-
ments including the higher edu-
cation package passed without
anyone talking -about anti-riot
legislation.

“They’re not hearing any
Republican-authored bills,” said.
House author Rep. Carla

ttees fail to OK riot penalty bl

Nelson, R-Rochester.

- Hottinger said he isn’t sure if
the bill is realistic and enforce-
able, but he admitted it is
unlikely for legislators to vote
against anti-riot legislation if it
gets a hearing on the Senate
floor.

He has questions about what

acts would qualify for' addition-
"al penalties, the definitions of
“riot” -and “student,” how to

- deal with on- and off-campus

incidents and whether the

e.

b Please see RIOT, Page B3
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The city responds to university

security’s concerns and takes an
aggressive, intolerant stance on
;loud parties, he added. '




1.000 students mn
three years, plans
more programs

BY BRAD SWENSON
Pioneer Political Editor

Northwest Technical College plans to add at
least three new programs a year, and foresees
1,000 students in three years.

“We'd like to try adding three programs a
year, which is almost impossible,” NTC Provost
Vern Treat said Thursday. “But we’re so com-
mitted to it because we feel there is a great
need here.” . :

Formally part of a five technical college sys-
tem, the Bemidji campus now stands on its
own, under Bemidji State University President
Jon Quistgaard.

The two institutions are sharing programs
more and more, and the two hope for $10 mil-
lion in bonding funds from the Legislature

this session, Treat said in a briefing Thursday
-to members of the Bemidji Area Intergovern-

mental Relations Committee. _
“ps five colleges, it was hard to move
through the maze,” he said, “but now as one
college, being alone is a strength and we can
make quick decisions.” '
Especially in working with BSU, curriculum
changes can come quickly so students in both
institutions can share, plus their courses can
articulate betweenieach other, he said.
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future

management plan next fall to
complement a similar program

at BSU, Treat said.

“Our program would give

* practical experience working

on sites,” Treat said, something
that employers want. “This way,
students get both the theory
from the university and practi-
cal from wus. That really
strengthens education.”

As part of Minnesota State

. Colleges and Universities bond-
" ing request, BSU and NIC are
. asking for $10 million, of which -

$3 million is for a 11,150
square-foot addition to the tech -

_ college for an allied health pro-
. gram serving both campuses.

For example, NTC plans to add a construction

» NTC future / Page A6 [>

Ranked 19th by MnSCU and

- not a part of Gov. Tim Pawlen-

ty’s bonding requests, the
BSU/NTC request is being car-
ried by Rep. Doug Fdller, R-o

- Bemidji, and Sen. Carrie Ruud,e
" R-Breezy Point..

Originally part of a $20 mil-

“lion plan to co-locate BSU and
. NTC, Treat said MnSCU now

wants to keep the tech college
at is Nymore location, since the

.building is in good shape and

there is 17 acres available for
expansion.. '

“We are closely aligned with
the university,” he said.

The new tech additign will
also allow both institutions to
share health-related programs,
he said. “Health is huge for this
region. Only 11 years ago, we
were:serving 120-nursing ‘stu-
dents. Now we:have 240, dou-
bling that need. And apparently

.they’re all getting jobs, which

4
/ From Page A1 1)
knocks my socks off.”

BSU’s part of the bonding
request, $7 million; is to reno-
vate Bridgeman Hall for
advanced and emerging labora-
tory and classroom space. NTC
plans to start two programs
next fall which eventually will
move into the new quarters —
model making in addition to
construction management.

Meanwhile, while the outside

walls of NTC remain the same,
internal changes are constant
to increase student capacity,
Treat said.

“Twenty-five years ago, we
taught at a 10 students to one
teacher ratio,” he said. “Now, if
you have smaller numbers of
students, you get a smaller
amount of money, so we need
larger classes.” )

But while expanding class-
rooms and adding new pro-
grams, quality will not be sacri-
ficed, Treat said. “The quality
piece fits in every day. It will be
in every piece that we do, or
these programs won’t survive.”

- Started this year were pro-
grams for massage therapy con-
struction electricity and carpen-
try assisting. Planned next fall
are model building, construc-

' tioh management, a heating

and ventilation system program

and a jailer/dispatcher program -

which Treat said-has never been

offered before in the state.
Proposed..programs cinclude

building inspettot, cy

ty/crime; - manufacturing“engi-

neering technology ~“which

would be offered with BSU,

. A

health services administration,
para educator, and about 30
other potential programs.

NTC also plans to offer dis-
tance learning ‘through online
computer courses, such as in
nursing, Treat said. “Distance
programs are a huge part of our
future, as we must always con-
sider the edge of where we can
go. Right now we have the only
nursing program on line.”

Enrollment last year was 600 -
students, he said, and this year
it’s 750. “We’re not going to stop
there. Two falls from now we
hope to be where we should
have long been, at 1,000 stu-
dents. Then we have the chal-
lenge of new equipment and
paying new faculty. But we’re
planning for that.”

Tréat, who plans to retire July
6, says that he intends to con-
tinue working with NTC to
develop programs on the three
area American Indian reserva-
tions. -

“We have had a collaborative
effort for two years, and are
exploring what we can do °
together,” he said. “They do
have strengths and all are very
committed to education and
training for their people. We
need to teach in non-traditional
ways.”

An application deadline for
provost ends March 1. “New
leadership will be a great thing

_here,” Treat said. “There will be

new ideas and thinking out of
the box, but while still having
to be in the box.”"

X hswenson@hemidjipioneer.com,
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‘Seasons change but polltlcs

“goes on at the state Capitol

-With the arrival of spring this weekend we turn

* our attention to the Minnesota Legislature, Wthh: & Ganterbury Dowrs) While D

continues to.plod along in its work just as massive

' snowbanks of December slowly but surely y1e1d to
" brown, fertile soil.

Following is a collection of notes, t1db1ts and 1temsv

“heard Friday as a Brainerd Lakes Area Chambers -

of Commerce leadership group l1stened to state
leaders and area leglslators in St. Paul. ‘

e Gov. T1m Pawlenty carefully chose his ‘words- '

and acted as if he was Walkmg on egg shells when

he dlscussed his plan to fund separate Twing and

eral fund revenue that; wouldn’t be there without
‘the stadium development. Pro sports are a corner-

. The governor has a sales job ahead of him

' among members of his own’ party on the stadium ‘
{ issue. Rep. Larry Howes, R- Walker. said outstate

“residents are not clamoring: for tax dollars to be
spent on pro sports stadiums. He offered the the fol-

lowing assessment of Pawle_nty’s stadmm plan “The :
- stadium bill is ridiculous.”

» * House Minority Leader Matt Entenza sounded
like the popular perception of Republicans when he
told members of the Minriésota Chamber of Com-

" meree that the economic road ahead was still faitly -

perilous. He identified among his top priorities:
higher education, transportation and health care

“reform. “We have to continue to pare back the size of

state government,” he told the business audlence;,

* Bill Blazar of the Minnesota Chamber high-
lighted some key numbers that need crunching this
legislative session. There is a $160 million is the gap |
‘between revenues and expenditures that must be
. fixed this session. There is a $440 million gap that’s

_yl

expected in the 2005-2007 biennium. Those num-

bers grow considerably when you adjust them for

inflation. In other WOI'dS we're not out of the “ﬁscal
* crisis” woods yet. :

- ® The House and Senate are on a coll1s1on course
‘when it comes to closing the budget shortfall. "The

' House will push for the Racmo lan (expansion of

gamblmg to inakidenid

It's clear Pawlenty wants: the Indians to volw Y
renegotiate the gaming compacts so the state: will

| receive some revenue. The hammer hanging over -

the Indians’ head is the possibility of competition for
their casinos. All Pawlenty will say at this point is
that if the tribes are not open to renegotiating the
gaming compacts, which have no termination date,
then other options might have to be pursued.

e The transit strike in the Twin Cities may drag -

. on for awhile, Gov. Tim Pawlenty said. Some of the -
iking stadiums. He said his bill would use no gen-

retirement benefits granted to workers in th_e past
were “irresponsible” and changes have to be made,

| hesaid at the Minnesota Chamber luncheon.
“stone of Minnesota’s quality of hfe he said and help - |-

s attract talent to the state.

"+ "o Sen. Paul Koering’s measure to increase penal- :
ties for the improper videotaping of md1v1duals was
- rolled into the omnibus crime bill.

© The spread of methamphetammes and meth 5

ki labs is a problem that’s starting to clog our court
' “systems. “It’s just an incredible problem,” Sen. C

rie Ruud, R-Breezy Point, said. “We’re going to lose a
-generation of kids if we don’t do something.” -
"o Some lawmakers and are skeptical of Pawlen-
ty’s plan to have the Minnesota Gang Strike Force
- folded into the Minnesota Drug Task Forces, a net-
work of regmnal anti-drug tnits. The fear is that
fight agamst methamphetammes will suck up all

the money and leave little for the ant1-gang effort.
"~ ’e Because the Paul Bunyan Trail request for a
pedestrlan bridge near Bemidji involves land. acqm-'
- sition money and is considerably more expensive
~ than the $1.5 million trail pedestrian bridge being
‘ requested for Excelsior Road in Baxter, the Bemidji
area Imght have to settle for an on—call stop hght

N
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Ad

from the issue with his call for
the death penalty.

The ad campaign, which began
airing Tuesday in the Twin Cities,

@\D

who decide whether to pursue
commitment. The Legislature is
debating changes to the commit-
ment process and open-ended
sentences for sex offenders. .
Republicans said DFL legisla-

tors voted against bills in the past

that would have lengthened
prison sentences for violent sex
offenders. Senate Majority

is unusual in that Pawlenty won't » [ eader Dean Johnson, DFL-

. face re-election for more than
21/2 years. I
Some have speculated DFLers
hope to tarnish his popularity to
help state House candidates this
fall. '

In the commercial, a camera
closes in on Pawlenty’s eyes as a
narrator says, “These eyes just
watched as administrative
bungling and the wrong budget
priorities let rapists and sexual
predators back on our streets”

Kleis noted the DFL Party’s
Web site asks for donations to
keep the ad on the air.

“We tried to change public pol-
icy and they prevented those
things from happening,” he said.
“Now, they're trying to capitalize
on a tragedy.”

The commercial doesn’t specif-
ically mention Sjodin, 22, who
disappeared last November from

a shopping mall parking lot in

Grand Forks, N.D. Convicted
rapist Alfonso Rodriguez Jr. has
been charged with her abduction,
although he denies any involve-
ment.
Rodriguez
was designated
a Level 3 sex of-
fender, the cate-
gory considered
most likely to
reoffend, when

Alfonso he was released
Rodriguez Jr. from prison in.
Charged with May. He was el-
Sjodin abduction igible to be civil-

ly committed, but the state didn’t
pursue it.

The DFL legislators are con-
cerned about Pawlenty’s cuts last
year to sex offender programs,
party spokesman Bill Amberg
said. S

“This is the No. 1 public safety
issue confronting Minnesota
families right now;” he said.

Pawlenty has acknowledged
flaws in the civil commitment
process. The Department of Cor-
rections now refers all cases of
Level 3 sex offenders scheduled
for release to county attorneys,

Willmar, said those bills didn’t

include a way to pay for addi-

tional costs. .

“It’s easy to talk about a new
prison,” said Johnson, DFL-Will-
mar. “What about paying for the
beds and staff in the year 2006
or 2008?” g

The Associated Press con-
tributed to this report.
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Hotdish
bill clears

House

House and Senate com-
mittees got down to serious

business last week after set- -

ting deadlines. Bills must
pass out of committees by
those dates to be considered
this year by the full Legisla-
ture.

Committees debated bills
on a range of topics, from
sentencing sex offenders to
raising the minimum wage.

JLING 2T

2
One of the more unusual

| bills introduced this year

has passed one body of the
Legislature. The House ap-,
proved Rep. Al Juhnke’s bill’
allowing home canners to
sell canned pickles or other
fruits or vegetables at farm--
ers markets or roadside
stands. : ‘
The bill exempts small-
scale pickle-packers from
state food-inspection re-
quirements, although they
would have to label jars
with their names, addresses
and the date the food was
preserved. The law would
apply to those who sell less
than $5,000 worth of
canned goods a year.
The House passed the
measure as part of a larger
"bill containing a host of
food-inspection changes.
The bill goes to the Sen-

was the author of a similar
bill three years ago exempt-
ing homemade
brought to community so-
cial events. In a press release
touting his bill’s passage,

Minnesotans —°
some weight gain.

foods ‘!

*

Dancing is not a regular
feature of the Minnesota
Senate. But four female
freshman = Republicans
thought lapel pins of four

_dancing girls were a good
way to symbolize their ca-
maraderie and common
purpose.

The four — Betsy Wergin »

of Princeton, Julianne Ort-
man of Chanhassen, Julie

Rosen of Fairmont and Car-

rie Ruud of Breezy Point —.
were elected in 2002 and
are finishing the second year
of their first terms in office.
The senators share a spe-
cial connection, Wergin
said. Along with nine fresh-
man men, the newcomers
learned the ropes together.
“We all had to know
where the bathroom was, -
and it’s a little embarrassing

ate ! to ask;” she said.
Juhnke, DFL-Willmar, -

Wergin said, however, she
doesn’t believe the women
face more difficult chal-
lenges than the men.

“I think you earn your re-
spect regardless of your gen-

- der, and I've always been

 Tuhnke said his *hotdish ILing to earn respect;’ she

bill” caused no ill effects on
except

said.

L 4

4

|

*

Shortly before the House
voted last week on a resolu-
tion'honoring St. John’s -
University football coach
John Gagliardi, Speaker
Steve Sviggum questioned
whether legislators who
graduated from other pri-
vate colleges had to join in.

¢ “Rep. Stang, do Royals
and Tommies and Gusties
and Cobbers and Oles have
to vote on this resolution or
not?” Sviggum asked Rep.
Doug Stang of Cold Spring,
the resolution’s author.

Stang;, a St. John’s Uni-
versity’ alumnus, said he
doubted whether graduates
of the other schools would
know which button to push.
. “Mr. Speaker, we may

have to explain to those

folks what a red vote means
and what a green vote
means,” Stang said.

Contact reporter Kirsti
Marohn at the Times Capitol
bureau, (651) 224-4937 or by
e-mail at kmarohn@stcloud

- times.com. :
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Trail ride

FRONT PAGE

) Pioneer Photo by Mcnte Draper
-Near Bemidiji Industrial Park on Tuesday afternoon, Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy Point,

and Rep. Doug Fuller, R-Bemidji, lead a pack of more than 20 blcycllsts over State
nghway 197 on the Paul Bunyan State Trail.

Government officials, pubhc gets close up
look at Paul Bunyan Trail needs, potential

- BY MICHELLE RUCKDASCHEL

- Pioneer Staff Writer

Geared with bicycles and bot-

tled water, more than 20 gov-
ernment officials and others
set out Tuesday afternoon to
see firsthand what a connec-
tion of the Paul Bunyan State
Trail through Bemidji would
mean. . i o
“Today we learned some of
the priorities of the trail,” said

IAY

Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy
Point, who joined tEe trip.

- Starting at the Pioneer, the
bicyclists rode over State High-
way 197 on the state trail to the
highway’s .intersection with
First Street. They continued
east through the former Geor-
gia-Pacific site, where there is

" no trail, and met up with the

trail again near Lincoln Ele-
mentary.

The bicyclists took the state :

trail to Lake Bemidji State Park
and to the Rocky Point Vista

before heading to the Hampton

Inn for refreshments.

Jerry Downs; who sits on the
Bemidji City Council, said Ruud
contacted him a few weeks ago
to see if he-would show her the

trail and proposed trail links.

» Trail ride / Page A6 15
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» Trail ride /

That was when he called for
others to join them on bicycles
for an afternoon ride.

The trail
Downs said, was to emphasize
the community need for a com-
pleted state trail = system
through Bemidji.

Forrest Boe, regional trails
and waterways manager for the
Minnesota Department of Nat-
ural Resources in Bemidji, rode
his bicycle Tuesday afternoon to

,“show his support for efforts to

-connect the trail system.

“We were able to show people
the needed link, the missing
link,” Boe said.

He said, in Bemidji, the exist-
ing state trail runs from Rako
Street to a “Y” section near State
Highway 197 and picks up
again near Lincoln Elementary.

And exploring the developed

" parts of the state trail along

with the sites proposed for con-
necting the trail helped to give
the bicyclists better perspective.
“I think from a bicycle seat,
it's easier to see how the pro-
- posed trail connection fits in
with the existing trail system,”
City Manger David Minke said.
Ruud agreed. ]
“We looked at many of the
pieces to the puzzle that need
to ‘be solved to really make
this trail go,” said' Ruud,
adding that she and the other
bicyclists rode on rough ter-
‘rain at times.
“It's the biggest state trail con-
_nection that isn’t completed in
the state of Minnesota,” Rep.

ride’s purpose,

From Page Al 5
gzoug F&llerl R-Bemidji, said.
And probably the most expen-

‘sive to complete.” -

He said the connection would

"be expengive because the city

still needs to acquire land to
link the state trail as well as
eventually build a permanent
trail crossing at State Highway
‘197 and First Street.

Ruud said the' crossing is
important to the trail.

“We don’t want to.get to a
point where someone is hurt or
killed before we pay attention,”
she said. “We need to pay atten-
tion and get it solved now.”
¢ Rep. Doug Lindgren, R-Bagley,
said purchasing the land for the
trail now would be less expen-
sive than in the future.

He added that a completed
trail between Brainerd and

Bemidji may spark new recre-

ational events and races, bring-

ing more people to the city.
Larry Young, the executive

director of the-Joint Economic

' Development Commission, said
he thinks a connected trail

would improve the quality of
place in Bemidji. And this, he
added, is important to the city’s
economic development.

“Bemidji-would be one of the
terminal points of the tra11 i
Young said.

As a terminal point, the city
would draw in new residents
and more tourists, he said.
Besides bringing more money
into the community, Young said
a completed state trail would
provide recreation and promote

3d
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healthy lifestyles.

Downs. agreed such a trail
would draw in many outdoor
enthusiasts to Bemidji. :

“But. first, we need to get it
connected,” he said.

. Overall, the DNR is responsi-
ble for the Paul Bunyan State
Trail. But, Boe said, the DNR
relies on local people to help
secure funding.

“It's a real cooperative effort »
he said. )

In June, the city purchased an
abandoned Burlington North-
ern Santa Fe Railroad corridor
that runs from Mississippi
Avenue through the “Y” at State

‘Highway 197. The “Y” is'needed

to cefistruct a trail crossing at
the highway for the state trail.

However, the city continues to
seek funds to acquire necessary
property to connect and com-
plete the state trail within the
city, including construction of
trail improvements and the
highway crossing.

Next year, the Legislative
Commission on Minnesota
Resources will - recommend
state legislators give $400,000 to
Bemidji- next year for a state
trail connection within the city.
Bemidji requested $5.2 million.

When completed, the state
trail will span 110 miles
between the Brainerd/Baxter
area and Bemidji, according to

.the DNR, The existing trail is pri-

marily located ‘on a former
Burlington Northern railroad
grade.

B4 mruckdaschel@bemidjipioneer.com
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A bill with local support would allow
resorts to stay in business longer.
« Part of a package of bills to help resorts.

Rep. Doug Lindgren, R-Bagley, is sponsor-
ing a'mgﬂﬁt%’ﬁnanciaﬂy aid resorts
in Minnesota’s lake country.

The bill, also sponsored by Rep.s
Doug Fuller, R-Bemidji, is designed to
combat a declining number of lake
resorts by helping them stay in busi--
ness longer. i

“Resorts are extremely 1mportant to
Minnesota’s small-town economy,”
says Lindgren. “A person vacationing
spends significantly more at local
businesses than private lakeshore
owners, so it is important to keep these
resorts available for Minnesota fami-
lies and tourists.”

The bill would do several things: It

\

provides a freeze on' property valua-

.tions ,allowing resort owners to make

enough money to pay the tazes. Under
the, bill, property tax assessments on
the value of lakeshore would be

deferred and yearly payments . would *Carrie

be based only on the value of the busi-
ness.

If the resort is sold, the owner would
be responsible for paying the full
amount of property taxes at that time.
Resort owners would also be exempt
from sales tax on materials to make
improvements on their business, with
the exemption capped at $10,000.

“Resort improvements and develop-
ments are important to boost interest,”
Lindgren said. “The goal of the bill is to
keep those who want to stay in busi-
ness, in business.”

The House has yet to consider a tax
bill, and one is expected perhaps this

week. A part of that bill, says Fuller,
should also be Bemidji’s request for a
half-cent sales tax for parks and trails
improvements.

A bill in the Senate, authored by Sen.
. R-Breezy Point, and co-
sponsored by Sen. Rod Skoe, DFL-Clear-
brook, would postpone the first-half
deadline for resort property taxes from
May 15 to July 15, to allow a cash flow.

Typically, many resorts open with fish-

ing in mid-May.

That bill is also in the House, spon-
sored by Lindgren, Fuller and Rep.
Larry Howes, R-Walker.

A University of Minnesota study
shows that guests in Minnesota resorts
spend an average of $21,000. pér cabin
per season, Lindgren notes. Resorts in
Minnesota have declined from 2,500 in
1980 to fewer than 1,000 today.

“Keeping resorts in business will not

NS 1

Lindgren.

only help the state, but w1ll allow fam-
ilies to continue to enjoy these vaca-
tion destinations,” Lindgren said.

" The Bagley Republican’s bill would .

also delay public school start dates
until after Labor Day. Many resorts
employ high school students over the
summer and early school start dates
force resorts to shorten their season.
School schedules also make it difficult
for families to book vacations early or

late in the season, Lindgren said.

Ruud is chief author of a bill in the

Senate that would put off the school

start for this fall only as no earlier than

the first Tuesday after Labor Day in .

September.

“Resorts have.pushed for an earlier
school start date for a long time,” says
“Keeping resorts fully
employed and financially stable will
preserve a great summer tradition for

-

Lindgren sponsoring bill to aid resorts

families — one that is economlcally
essential to northern Minnesota.”

Ruud is also hoping that a state reor-
ganization will help Minnesota’s
tourism industry.

“On Thursday the tourxsm bill on
which I am a co-author passed the Sen-
ate,” Ruud said. “It creates ‘Explore Min-
nesota Tourism,; a' new department
under the Department of Employment
and Economic Development. This move
will help tourism in the state because the
new department will focus on our $9 bil-
lion tourism industry. This is great news
for greater Minnesota.”

The bjll, with Sen. Tom Bakk, DFL-Cook,
as chief author, passed 63-0 and would

‘create the néw office in the executive

branch with a director appointed by the
governor and under the supervision of
the DEED commissioner.

E bswenson@bemldnploneer com



4 ./’)/Mfé/é(/

SESSION POSTMORTEM

FRONT PAGE

Area lawmakers come home disappointe

By MIKE O'ROURKE
Associate Editor

- Minnesota’s 2004 legislative session

was rated a disappointment by most:

area legislators — with one state sena-
tor saying he’d give the lawmakers. a
failing grade this year.

“I'd give us all an F; all 201 legisla-
tors, including myself, if we can’t come
down here and put people first,” said
Sen. Paul Koenng, R-Fort Ripley. o

* Rep. Dale Walz, R- Bra.merd complet--

ing his last regu[ar session before he
returns to being a full-time Baxter

police captam sald he was disappointed
the House and Senate couldn’t reach
la;glreement on a budget fix or a bonding
ill

“This"session was the worst in four
years as far as partisanship,” Walz said.

He was particularly disappointed the
Senate refused to vote on a Defense of
Marriage Act, noting he received about
5,000 e-mails from people who wanted
the Legislature to ac¢t on that issue.

s Mean-spirited and partisan were the

words Sen. Carrie Ruud, R-Breezy
Point, used to sum up the session. She
faulted DFL leadershlp for not havmg

_ legislation.

Baxter and Bem1d31 approved The
Baxter bridge cost is $1.5 million and

the full confidence of its members and
the ability to close a deal.

“I really think the DFL (majority in
the) Senate was given many, many,
many opportunities ... many compro-
mises they -could have worked out,”
Ruud said. “I don’t think they have a
closer”

One ‘major disappointment for her
was that sexual predator laws were not
toughened. She said DFL senators
objected to life sentences for first-time
offenders in heinous crimes.

Also disheartening, she said, was the
DFL- Senate leadershlps refusal to

The Legislature d1d approve a bill
dropping the drunken driving threshold
to .08. Ruud voted for the measure, stat-
ing it was time to get it done and not
hope the state could recoup federal
trangportation money down the road by
adopting it later. Koering voted against
it,.objecting to the federal government’s
coercive tactics and saying he was
unconvinced that the measure would

" save a specific number of lives as its pro-

ponents claimed. He .also saw it as an
unfunded mandate that would affect
counties.

The two senators also found them-
selves on opposite sides of the off-high-
way vehicle bill that was approved by
the Legislature, with Ruud favoring the
bill and Koering wishing it would have
been more mindful of private property
rights.

Ruud said the previous year’s bill got
too hung up on regulations. This year’s
bill references the wetlands act that’s
already.in place.

“Basically you can’t ruin the wetlands
whether it’s public or private,” she said.

Koering said the bill didn’t go the
direction he wanted to see it go.

“I still believe that our pnvate prop-
erty rights are under assault,” Koering
said. “People think government knows
best.”

Ruud and Howes both were pleased
with the statewide phosphorous ban for
most residential lawn owners.

If a special session considers a bond-
ing bill, Ruud said she'd like to see the
bridges for the Paul Bunyan Trail at

FA)

the Bemidji bridge is $5.2° million
because it involves land acquisition. She
said the Baxter project might have a bet-
ter chance than the Bemidji one because
of the lower cost.

Koering expressed frustration that
bills he worked on that would set a
penalty for video voyeurism and change
some of the regulations regarding
MnCare' eligibility requirements for
farmers and resort owners were placed
intoa glant garbage bill” on the last day
of the session. The bill wasn’t approved
in the Senate.

“You put four months of work into it
then to have it blow up the way it did
Sunday ‘morning at 7 a.m.,” Koering
said.

Koering said he opposed the Senate’s
bonding bill because it was one the state
couldn’t afford. The DFLers, he said,
refused to compromise and seemed to
not want to pass a bonding bill.

“I'm at a loss for words for how we get
back to the way it should be. I even saw
members of the Senate speaking very ...
talking very personal about other sena-
tors (on the Senate floor). At the end of
the day it isn’t about personalities it’s
about getting the work done.”

Howes said the House was consider-
ably less partisan.

“Most everything  we passed was
bipartisan after we yelled at each other
for a few minutes,” the Walker lawmak-
er said. )

Howes said the session could have
been markedly improved if the sexual

predator law had been strengthened and .

“We didn’t raise your taxes,” Howes
i gt ke e oy AU
» Rep. Greg Blaine, R-Little Falls, said Burrelles
a considerable amount of work was done
on the House side but the Senate lead-" /3,
ership was often scared to vote on cer-
tain issues. Bills that would have tough- - ¥~ =
ened up the state’s séxual predator and
methamphetamine laws were part -of
the House omnibus judiciary bill. i
“There were some major bills out
there that didn’t get done,” Blaine said.
Blaine said he was successful in pass-
ing legislation stipulating penalties for
unlicensed drivers, a measure known as
Vanessa’s bill. The bill was named in
honor of Vanessa Weiss, a young girl who
was a passenger in a car driven by an
unlicensed 15-year-old. Weiss died in a
one-car rollover just north of Pierz. -
“It’s been frustrating to me listening
to some of the radio and TV media say-
ing the Legislature did nothing,” Blaine
said. “I guess I would beg to differ. There
were an awful lot of long days and long
nights by House members.”

MIKE O'ROURKE can be reached at
mike.orourke®@brainerddispatch.com or 855-586?. -
y ’ .

allow discussion on the Defense of
Marriage Act.

“We were never allowed to have that
discussion,” she said. “Vote it up or
down. If we had brought it to a vote we
would not have spent-all this time on it.
The only reason time was spent was
because the DFL refused to bring it to a
vote.”
~ Rep. Larry Howes, R-Walker, who
watched the Senate proceedings regard-

-ing the Defense of Marriage Act said the

Senate was “totally wrong” when it
See SESSION, Pdde 5A

SESSION / Some thmgs were accompllshed

ignored a motion before the bodfon that if investments had-been made in north-
ern Minnesota’s reforestation projects.
He said he also would have liked to see
.passage of a law allowing Cass County ) \S(
) 6 million in state funds for a ¥
regional jail. Cass would operate the jail
with 75 state beds and 25 Cass beds. The
pluses of this legislative session, Howes
said, might be remembered in:-what it TUESDAY
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Senate District 4

Democrats endorse
House candidates - ,
Senate ~ District 4

Democrats endorsed House
candidates on the first ballot

‘at- their 2004 endorsing con-

vention March 28 with 185

delegates and- alternates .

attending the convention in
i,

William Weis of Pine River

endorsed in District 4B,

‘ Whlch includes most of north-

ern Crow Wing and southern

-Cass counties and parts of

Hubbard County. Weis ran
dgainst incumbent represen-
tative Larry Howes, R-Walker, «
in-2002. Weis was unopposed
for the endorsement.

' Weis is a chef and food serv-
ice manager at Grand View

Lodge..

“Education funding — at
all levels — and environmen-
tal issues are two of the main
areas of difference I have with
our current representative,”
Weis told the delegates. “My

- campaign is already under

way, and I plan to knock on
doors throughout the district,
meeting voters and hearmg
their ideas, from now to
November?”

- Frank Moe of Bemidji won -
the DFL endorsement in
District 4A over John Persell
of Bemidji on the first ballot.
DFL rules require 60 percent

" to achieve an endorsement.

Moe has been campaigning
against = incumbent  Doug
Fuller for almost one year,
while  Persell started his
endorsement effort last fall.
Relegates heard from Sen.
Rod"Skoe of District 2, imme-

diately to the west of District

4, and Rep. Loren Solberg of
District 3B, immediately to

V _the east of District 4. Both
DFL representatives issued -

harsh criticism of the prigri- -
ties and programs of the
Republican governor and
House majorities. -
“Northern Minnesota is not

_well served by the Repubhcan

agenda, and we need to win a
DFL majority in the House of
Representatlves in
November,” said . Solberg.
Delegates responded enthusi-

. astically to this challenge.

*
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Pawlenty, up north,
hears the case for
a special session

By Dane Smith $ & |-o 4..

. Star Tribune Staff Writer

_MOORHEAD, MINN. —
Bearing good news about a
few job-creating laws he signed
into law after an otherwise un-

productive session of the -
ota_Legislature, Gov.(Tim
ﬁ#gv—mn Thursday flew Into

ee northern Minnesota com-
munities deeply affected by the
Legislature’s deadlock.

Legislators in both parties he
met along the way said that af-
terafew days gathering reaction
backhome, they definitely favor
a special session. And Pawlenty

L60-l09 -

Governor promotes new jobs

about a “do-over.”
“We have a lot at stake here
.. [the adjournment] is unac-
ceptable for our community,”
said %eg. Morrie Lanning, R-
Moorhead, noting that the
failure of the Legislature to
agree on a bonding bill will de-
lay about $25 million in local
construction projects, most of
them at Minnesota State Uni-

versity Moorhead.

The area also happens to
be the scene of the abduction
and killing of Dru Sjodin, which
provoked a bipartisan drive for
tougher penalties for sex of-
fenders. That popular proposal

Legislature. Lanning said north-
western Minnesotans are con-
cerned that sex offenders may
be moving to Minnesota to avoid

notification laws and tougher

provisions in other states.

Jim Gehrz/Star Tribune
Gov. Tim Pawlenty told a crowd at the Moorhead City Council
chamber that two businesses — a wind-energy company and.
John Deere — plan to consolidate and expand their operations
in Moorhead in conjunction with his JOBZ initiative.

Pawlenty edged closer to saying
that a special session is neces-

sary:
NORTH eontin

— In Grand Rapids he received

himself sounded morefavorable nevertheless also stalled in the On his way home to St. Paul, a bipartisan cheer.
go mransy ea =
oo Legislators from both
NORTH from D1 ’ parties cheered his return to
: Grand Rapids. AndjSen. Car-
: i ud, R-Breezy Point, put
P awlen ty %n%ﬁ{for anoth%x;u tr}i ag
; ; .a bonding bill. The bills le
p a’UES w a_’)/' hanging lg>y the Legislature
) o contained as much as $40
fOr SpeCI,al million for the area, mostly
f, for higher education but also
S e S SlO n for things such as improving
the safety of the Paul Bunyan
: = ; ’ recreational trail, she said. -
Pawlenty said action on. Pawlenty’s last stop was
‘a bonding bill and sexual- Silver Bay, where he also
predator laws is needed for participated in a ceremo-
the well-being of the state, nial signing of a bill that he
although he continued to said would help stimulate an
-express. reluctance to call emerging “iron nugget” tech-
legislators back unless spe- nology that could rejuvenate
‘cific prearranged deals are taconite processing in north- .
made between the DFL Sen- eastern Minnesota.
ate and Republican House The legislation shortens
majority. leaders. the time for environmental
Pawlenty added that he reviews and could prevent
expected to meet separately Indiana from luring away
with Senate Majority Leader the companies. working on
Dean Johnson, DFL-Willmar, the process, Pawlenty said.
and House Speakew Steve Joining Pawlenty were two
%@. R-Kenyon, some- DFL state senators from the
e early nextweek. - regionfThomas Bakk of Cook
) Sviggum said he called andJDavid Tomassoni of Ch-
Johnson on Wednesday eve- isholm. Bakk praised Pawlenty
ning to talk about the pros- - for supporting the nugget biil
pects for a special session. “T. “as the session was collapsing
told him that if he wanted to all around us.” And Tomassoni
talk about a special session said he hoped Pawlenty would
with a restricted agenda, I'd push harder for a special ses-
be willing. I think there’s in- sion. “I know the governor
terest.” knows the importance of the
One possible complica- bonding bill,” he said.
tion: The contentious pro- In Moorhead, Pawlenty’s
posal for a constitutional pitch centered on the an-
amendment banning same- nouncement of two new de-
sex  marriages. Sviggum velopment projects that will
said he would like to see take advantage of his JOBZ
the amendment on a spe- ‘program, a set of tax exemp-
cial-session-agenda, but he *\' tions' for underemployed
agreed that it's probably a communities, which was en-
deal-killer. acted last year. The two proj-
i ects combined could produce
Gra“d Rﬂmds, Moorhead 150 new jobs in the rIl)eXt two
In Grand Rapids, which years, state officials claimed.
has been promoting itself as One JOBZ project would
the “Forest Center” of Minne- help build a new service and
sota, Pawlenty ceremonially sales plant for John Deere
.signed a bill that will reduce agricultural and industrial -
and streamline timber regu- equipment in Moorhead.
lations and allow expanded : The other winner of JOBZ
production of forestry prod- tax breaks is Midwest Con-
ucts. struction Services Inc., a par-
At a large Potlatch plant ent firm with seven companies
that produces particle-board invoved in harnessing wind
panels, Pawlenty noted that energy, most of them in North
one of his first visits as gov- Dakota and South Dakota. The
ernor was to Grand Rapids to company plans to bring those
promise a response to layoffs subsidiaries together in four
there in early 2003. " new buildings in Moorhead.
“Were not out of the
wood yet, no pun intended,” Dane Smith is at
Pawlenty said, but he added rdsmith@startribune.com.
that the industry, which is Staff writer Patricia Lopez
- the fourth largest manufac- contributed to this report. /
turing sector in the state, is . g
recovering.
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ﬂawmakers, reporter
turned away from tour

of Ah-Gwah-Ching center

'Oﬁﬁcuﬂs:ﬂhnwed(nngrounds

By GAIL DEBOER
Walker Pilot-. Independent

0

| ALKER — Dlstnct
W4 -B Rep..
3 Howes. R-} al er

and District 4 %
Ruud, R-Breezy Point, are
trying to find out why they
and others. were turned
away from Ah-Gwah- Chrng
Center June 30.

In a July 2 phone .

interview, Howes said that

Minnesota Public Radio -
reporter Tom Robertson of
Bemidji had contacted him
June 25 for an interview
about AGCC, the state-run

genatnc nursmg home near
' Walker

“’AGCC has been dlscussed
asa facility to-handle level

“three sexual offenders who

have completed their

. sentences but who need

nursing home care or
cannot be released into the-
community.

Howes, Ruud and others,
1nclud1ng former AGCC CEO
John Grimley, were invited
to accompany Robertson,
who confirmed June 29 that
the tour had been arranged.

Later that day, Howes

: Please see CENTER AB

_3f‘_f’,(_"3296 186 X
(knuerj%ontAl

Officials refused tour of facility

received a call from Department of Human -
Services Commissioner Kevin Goodno, who
told him he wanted all interviews and tours
to be arranged through his office, and that he
did not want Howes and the others to tour
AGCC. '

Howes pointed out that the tour had been ,

arranged by Robertson, not himself..

"The conversation went on‘and on, and
finally I asked Goodno, "Are you not going to
let us in?' He confirmed they wouldn't. So I
called Robertson to tell him."

In her July 1 e-mail, Ruud noted,
"Wednesday was an interesting day. I was
invited to tour AGCC in Walker ... but when
we got there, we were not allowed to enter,
on orders from DHS Commissioner Kevin
Goodno. We are still trying to sort out the
reasons for not allowmg us to tour the

" facility."

Although DHS has announced its plans to
close AGCC by Jan 1, 2006, and has been
transferring patients and downsizing staff -
and programs, some legislators now are
eyeing it as.a facility to care for aging or ill
‘sexual offenders who cannot be placed in
private facilities after they have completed
their prison sentences.

Despite DHS's refusal, the legislators and -

Robertson showed up at AGCC June 30.
Howes said Robertson's report was scheduled
to air on MPR stations statewide sometime
after July 4 and would be on the Web at
WWW.IPL.O0Tg.

Although denied entrance to the buildings,
the group was escorted by AGCC staff around
the exterior and saw several improvements
and upgrades.

"We rode in a new service elevator that
was installed very recently; were shown .
where the C-2 and D-2 (secured) units are;

(staff) pointed out the new nurses' station. - -

that opened two years ago; and we saw
roofs that were replaced in recent years.

"Everything is in tip-top shape,” Howes
noted. "Even if you have to maintain your
facilities, why spend so much money, if you
intend to close it or to sell to a developer
who might tear it down or make it into
condos?”

Howes said he was very disappointed and
disheartened by DHS' refusal to let the group
tour AGCC.

"Yet we are reminded of statutes that say,
DHS can't close any regional treatment
center, state operated nursing home or any

™

programs there without specific legrslatlve
approval.

"I keep asking them, 'When are you
planning to ask us for approval to close?'

 They say, 'Well, next year we'll have a plan

and come to you to ask for money for
something new." "

"I tell them, 'That won't happen!" The
Legislature won't give DHS money for a new<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>