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Pr~irie Island·_. bill _held .up in the · Senate 
. . . . 

... by T.W. Budig DFLers attacked the bµl ~ · The · bill affects the . Xcel . 
EcM <;:APrroL REPORTER • which allows ·for additional • nuclear plant at lv!oriticello. The 

The House passed. a J>rairie . nuclear ·, stol'.age casks at Prairie . Monticello ·. plant • is lice;nsed. to· . 
• . island bill Monday, . May 19 • . Island until the _licensure for-the • operate through 2010. ., 
advocates describe • as a middle two nuclear plants expires· in a • .Rep. Andy Westerberg, R- • 

. ground compromise. • decade ---:-- as handing legislation •• ~ ' said the · bin: .was a good 
. Detractors • call it an Xcel° . oversight to nameless public o:ffi- • compromise: . 

Energy bill. • • cials and power.elites. • • • , It's true. that both· House and 
Unlike an earlier version of . • Rep. Rebecca Otto·, .DFL- Senate committee·s would need to 

the bill which the House rejected Manne on the St. Croix, said the _request that the Legislature look ·. 
last week, the current House bill lacked 'balance. • . over a' PUC recommern:lation, he • 
Prairie'Island bill has the :_Public • · Rep. Carlos Mariani, DFL-St. .said. • 
Utilities·Commission (PUC) sub.: • -Paul; charged the people's power ••. One ·body · alone cannot 

. •mitting:to the.Legislature its rec- was being ·handed . over to prompt a. legislative review,. he . 
ommencfations . on pos~ibl~ a_ddi- unknown faces ~ 'the PUC that· . said. • • . . . .. • '· • 
tiorial ·nuclear -storage · casks. at • state residents do not know. But Westerberg, vice-~hair
Minn~sbta's two-nudear power . . • • But Rep. Dennis Ozment, R- inan of the regulated industries 

... The reco~endation . would • Rosemount, disagreed. . . .- committee, doesn'.t believe • the 
b~ provided House "1nd Senate ''What you want is for it (rec- . legislation weakens lawmaker's 
committees and the PUC's deci- ommendations) to be at the front ; control.- • 
sion would be held in check until • end and: make it all -political," said ''The Legislature· still.has total 
the end of the Legislative se~sion. • Ozment, • of having . the . oversight," .he saici. . -- • 

This allows for _Legislative· Legislature making the decision "We can still introduce a bill if. 
review, advocates argue. on future Gask storage. · • we're. unhappy with what they're 
. '.'.The governor likes the bill. as · . Westrom hotly complained of {PUC) going to do," ·he said. 
a package," said_ ~ ;...,,!9!!~ • the difficulties of getting the bill . The Senate failed to .· pass a 
.~orp., R-Elbow Lake, regu- through the House. • . . • Prairie Island bill before the ·end· 
fated· industries chairrpan and ·bill . ''This has be:en like • hauling of the session. 
author. . . . . . . .• frogs in a wheelbarrow," he ·said, Pawlenty said the legisiation • 

Gov. • Pawlenty cqnfinned "Be a green frog ~d stay in. cou1d be picked up again·during · · 
Westrom's claim Monday after/ the wheelbarrow;' said Westrom the special session or eve~ next 

• noon. ·But he professed no. great to l~wmakers. •. • year: 
fondness for the bill:- The Prairie Island bill passed )-

"It is ' minimally acceptable,'_' the.House on a 81 to 51 vote. ! .W Budig is at tim.bu4,ig@ecrfJ,-
he said: • . The Senate earlier .passed me.com. . 

"' Prairie Island legislation. >-- --
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painful 
cuts to 
come 

State legislators at Blaine 
Council meeting lament deep 
cuts in face of massive deficit 

BY EJ,YSE KANER 

: SUN Focus 

As Minnesota finds itself knee
deep in the mire of financial crisis 
it came as no· small surprise-whe~ 
state legislators announced at 
Blaine's City Council meeting Jan. 
9 that the budget will dominate the 

• current legislative session. 
. • ."Cuts will be quite -deep and 

i, quite immediate," said,Seh. Don. · 
t Betzold (DFL-Fridl~, who was re

::._:i • • cehtly appointed to chair the Sen-
·\ ate Judiciary Committee. 

I 
Xhe 4nlllediate issue is tl}e. $356 

. . --m_illipn deficit projected for the 
· . current fiscal year. The next bien

nium -is fa~ing a $4.5 billion deficit 
i~-, ,...L.~0tin~fudfrig-iliilatfi'.m".- which 
1, ·,;'.eg#I.!Li fJ~IietJJa:e;~nuful>~rs~u - . · 

$5.'5 bilif&f 'i3ef2oid scilif --•· •• :~ Jo 
. . -','~;:§.~trt?~-M~dy Reiter-

0

(R-Sh~~e-. 
'._ l ·· ·ylt1¥1f· ci me~b.er of. the Senate 
• : B~ et~omm1ttee~ said the budget 

needs to be fixed right away. . 
• . "_It's. -li~e a bleeding hemor- ' 
, ·rhage,'..' slie said. .. .. . 

• Several 'services· are . ~n the .. 
chopping blo.ck. Ori Jan. 9 .·she said · 

. • ttwas·decid~d that there wilfb~ rto 
•. ,_ Sericlteand'.House teievision:show, J~ but tltlngs m7:;~:t::~d~ L 

12 
BLAINE-SPRiNG LAKE PARK 

SUN FOCUS 
ROSEViLLE , MN 

WEEKLY 7,800 

JAN 23 2003 

444 XC 
. >CZ . . xx .... 

·cuTS, -'From Page 1 ,~ 
. - f.~- -

r , 

"I have a motto. Do not spend money 
because it isn't there anymore," Reiter 
said. 

State Rep. Connie Bernardy (DFL-Fri- • 
dley) emphasized the importance of co
operation between the State and cities 
during a ."very serious" budget crunch. 

From 1999 to 2002, Minnesota made 
about $8 billion· of permanent tax cuts, • 
and $2.7 billion was given in tax rebates, 
she said. In 2001, when the State had a sur
plus of revenues, $1 billion of education 
funding was shifted from property taxes 
to the state level. . 

""We no longer have those surpluses," 
said Bernardy. 

Further, a lack of state funding could 
cause Blaine to lose approximately $1 mil
lion in local govermne_nt aid, which could 
translate into a decrease in City services 

. or an increase in property taxes, she said. • 
"We really need to work together," . 

Bernardy said. • 
Rep Andy Westerberg (R-Blaine) • 

called for more efficient ways to provide 
goverl1Il).e1~t services. 

The Stat~ will .balance its budget just . 
like the aver~ge Minnesota fa~~.:iJy· who 
looks at their checkbook and :makes-deci
si.ons on what they cah or cannot afford, 
he said. 

. "Each day that passes, .. the_.State goes ' 
fu,rth_er .int9.th~ red," he said. "We all need 

- to share this pain; it won't be easy, 'but we 
• will get through it together." 

Blaine Mayor Tom Ryan emphasized 
the importance of keeping a '·positive 
focus. . · •• • 

• -"We .. got through this iri the '8Os, and 
we~ll get through it again," he said. 

Development business 
By some time this summer, Blaine will 

boast a few more -one~story townhoine 
units . . 

Council, last week, granted final plat 
approval to subdivide a 4.O6-acre parcel at 
Aberdeen Street and 131st Avenue North

.• east into 31 Thwnhome units and one as
sociation lot. 

Currently, Hanson Builders is in the 
process of _purchasing the developmenL • 
known as the second addition of Wild
wood Village from Noecker Development. . 
To make the project more marketable, • 
·Hanson will modify the original plans for -
six of the two-level units into single-level 
•units~· which· will. be located. west of the 
newly cpnstructed road at Aberdeen 
Street Northeast. · • 

•• Seven trees will be' removed for con
struction.· Blaine . Planning · Dire.cto:r 
Bryan Schafer said landscaping plans call 
for replacing "many more trees than arB 
coniing out." . 

Said Schafe1~ "I think over the summer, 
Y_OU' ~~ see that project come to comple-(1 

•• • _ 

tlon. . . . .. . 
. . , , I ' . , I • • ' ';_. 
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"We're doing things one step at a time arn.l hoping it 
will all work out," he said. "It's probably not going to 
work out very well." 

Traffic patterns have changed dramatically over the 
years as jobs and business have changed. When the inter
state highway system was built in the state in the 1950s, 
it wasn't intended to be used as a commuter route as it is 
for many today. 

Also, people are spending more time pursuing enter
tainment - further complicating what Adams called 
"trip chains." , 

These evolving transportation needs aren't limited to 
the metro area, he noted. 

Rural communities are changing in similar ways to 
larger cities, Adams said. 

"We might be fooled by corn fields and soybean fields, but 
when you examine ( traffic patterns) ... they are increasingly 
undistinguishable from what they do in Bloomington. This 
is the countryside of our state suburbanizing." 

Adams also told committee members the state should 
fashion its own t_ransportation planning, rather than 
look to other states for ideas. Each state has its own 
unique geographical and political challenges when it 
comes to transportation, he said. 

"It's pretty hard to borrow from another place," he 
said. "Fifty states have 50 different ways of doing things." 

• Rep . Andrew Weste - R-Blaine asked Adams 
whet er t e Twin Cities needed another beltway - as 
Interstate 494 presently serves - to deal with growing_ 
congestion. • 

Adams replied that it should be considered along with 
other ideas. But acquiring the land for such a project 
wouldn't be easy, he said. 
• Rep. Bernie Lieder, DFL-Crookston, asked Adams 
about the notion of a peak hour for transportation disap
pearing as overall traffic increases. 

"Those peaks ... and trough aren't there anymore," 
Adams said. "Traffic builds up early, and it continues. It's 
an all-day phenomenon. It extends into the evening." 
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With budget woes, lawmakers 
should reduce their salaries 

By now, virtually every 
Minnesotan is aware of the 
massive state budget deficit 
that has been forecasted. In 
order to bring the budget into 
balance, many difficult deci
sions will have to be made. 
While lawmakers are cutting 
services and reducing expen
ditures for others, they need 
to closely examine ways they 
too can contribute to 
decrease the size of govern
ment. They should not 
exempt themselves from 
sharing in the sacrifices that 
are necessary to reduce state 
spending. 

For this reason, I have co
authored House File 217. This 
bill calls for cutting pay for 
statewide elected officials 
and members of the 
Minnesota House and Senate. 
That's right: I want to reduce 
my own salary. How can I, as 
a state legislator, expect to 
ask others to do more with 
less if I am not willing to do 
the same? 

I 

6i4 

The legislation I am spon
_soring would reduce my 
salary - and that of every 
other member of the 
Legislature - by 4 percent. 
Likewise, the salaries of the 
governor, lieutenant gover
nor, secretary of state, audi
tor and attorney general 
would also be reduced. While 
it is true that legislators have 
not seen a pay raise since 
1997, I believe that lawmakers 
can afford to sacrifice a little 
bit in order to improve the 
state's financial situation. If 
this measure passes both 
houses of the Legislature, it 

will save the state nearly 
$500,000. 

In the four years that I 
have served in the House, I 
have never had a pay 
increase. However, you won't 
find me complaining. I • am 
honored to serve as your state 
representative. And I am 
thankful to have a job, being 
mindful that there are many 
Minnesotans who are still 
looking for work in these 
challenging economic times. 

I highly value input and 
ideas from constituents. I 
invite individuals to write to 
me and share their thoughts 
about ways Minnesota can 
save tax dollars and reduce 
spending. I can be reached by 
U.S. mail at 549 State Office 
Building, St. Paul, MN 55155; 
by phone at 651-296-4226; or by 
e-mail at rep.andy.wester
berg@house.mn. 

• Andy Wester berg is state 
representative for Blaine, 
District 51A. 
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FROM PAGE 1A 
. . '\ would even be s afer." He said 

"liquor tastings" at liquor threshold for drunken drivmg • legislators took stock of the tes-
stores, and the sale of minia- from 0.10 percent blood alcohol timony of the Minneapolis and 

Li~)aws 
number of licenses based on 
their population, and when they 
run out, they must seek the Leg
islature's approval for more. 
The House wants to eliminate 
the cap entirely; the Senate 
wants to eliminate it for restau
rants, certain theaters, hotels 
and bowling centers. 

■ Allow sales of sealed to-go 
containers at brew pubs, 

ture bottles of liquor on golf content to .08 percent - a meas- St. Paul mayors who said it 
courses. These measures have ure championed by supporters would cut down on the late-
passed the Senate. ~s a lif esa':er _:_ they're wonder- night rush to Wisconsin, where 

Not every booze-friendly bill mg what gives. _ closing time is 2 a.m., and would 
is going to pass this year. The :Vhen you put them _togeth_ allow bar patrons to leave over a 
perennial effort to allow wine ~r, it d?es see!? the Legislatur~ longer period of time, rather 
sales in grocery stores already 1s takmg a more ope_n atb- than being pushed out the door 
appears dead. tude" to liquor laws, said Sen. all at once. 

But MADD and other groups ~andy Pappas, DFL-St. Pa~, Jeff Nachbar, a public health 
are concerned about expanding who spons_ored a Senat~ bill specialist with the Minnesota 
alcohol availability at all when encompassmg several llquor- Institute of Public Health, does-
traffic fatalities are on the rise law changes. n't buy the argument that there 
and law enforcement is already But the state has good rea- are public-safety benefits asso-
stretched thin. son to pass some of t~em, she ciated with the later bar hours. 

And since lawmakers seem said. The brew-pub_ bill , would "We can't drink our way out of 
uninterested in lowering the enable small busmesses to a recession and think there 

-~. + 

boost sales even though they won't be associated costs," 
can't sell their beer wholesale. Nachbar said. If the officials 

"We're kind of out o~ step by want to raise money on liquor, 
a long way," Pappas s~d of bar why not raise the tax on alco-
closing, noting that Minnesota hol sales? he asked. 
is one of four s!ates ~o ha~~ an Many of the liquor . debates 
early bar closmg tune. One will be resolved .. in a House-
o'clock seems really early, espe~ Senate conference committee 
cially for a young crowd. It where lawmakers will reconcile 
seems a little puritanical to be differences · in their liquor bills 
closing at 1 am." • , . during the final days of the ses-

While she doesn t t~ sion. 
alcohol-related problems will The Senate's bill contains the 
get any worse as a result_ of the 2 a.m. bar closing and brew-pub 
later bar hours, she said she measures, and ·. the House bill 

• agrees lawmakers should have lifts restrictions on the number 
passed the .08-blood-alcohol- of liquor licenses cities can 
limit bill. . have. 

It has come as a surpnse to Gov. Tim Pawlenty has not • 
many that the Republican-con- taken a position on the bar clos-
trolled House is conside~g the ing bill. . 
bar closing me:3-sure, whic~ has Still, not everybody is ready 
languished _m com.rnittees to pass liberal liquor laws. 
before and ~ailed when r~pre- Westerberg ·wants his sub-
sentatives tned to attach it to committee on alcohol to tackle 
other bills on the House floor. the issue of local control over 

"This is a Legislature that liquor licenses this summer, 
appears to be a little more open- rather than pass a blanket 

.. minded to arguments. There's measure now. 
at least a willingness to listen. ."This is something that 
In the past people had their requires a lot more thought 
minds made up before we even than we have time to do," he 
sat down," said Greg Orta_le, said. • 
president of the Greater Min-
neapolis Convention and Visi
tors association, which con
tends the 1 a.m. closing is 
costing the cities convention 
busines.s✓ • 

Rep."'Andy Westerberg, R
Blaine, said it isn't thaltne 
House is letting down its conser
vative guard; "It's been sold to 
us that (the later bar closing) 

Toni Coleman can be reached 
at tcoleman@pioneerpress.com 

• or (651) 228-5442. 




