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Deaf 

by Sonny Wailowski 
In recentyears, there has been.a 

grov-ring movement to improve the lives 
of deaf,deafblirtd and.hard of hearing 
Minnesotans. SeveraLbills before the 
2023 l\!Iinnesota Legislature v,011ldhelp 
our corrimu.nity withcommtmications 
andinformation access. 

B,ep, Brian Daniels' (R-Faribat,tlt) own 
son,Jeremiah, is deaf Daniels has spoken 
about how his Son's disability has shaped 
his·views on disability.rights. 

O11e of t~e 1uospmportantissµes 
facing deaf and hard of hearing · 
Minnesotans is accessto education. 
Ma11.y deaf and hard of hearing s.tudents 
strugglein traditfonalpublic .schools, ·.•·· 
and they often fall behind their hearing 

· peers. HF 0612 would ensure that all 
children.have access to langt,ta.ge and the 
acquisition of1anguage, such as teaching 
American SignLanguage (ASL}to adeaf­
child .. 

Another important issue fadng deaf 
and hard ofhearirtg Minnesotans is · 
access to communication. Ma.nydeafand 
hard of hearing people h~ve difficulty 
commtn1icating withhearing people, 
and they often feelisolated and alone. 

I-IF0842 would require school districts 
to provide direct ipstruction to stuqents 
who are deaf or hard of hearing by 
teachers who are licensed toteach. This 
bill.,voµld helpto.ensµre that dt;af and 
hard of hearing shidents have access to 
qualityeducatiorn 

HF 09 09 would require televisions 
in public spaces to have c.losed <;apti()hs 
readily enabled within its settings: This 
would help to enstirethatdeaf and 
lrnr.dof}1e~ring.pe9ple haye ~ccess to 
information and ente1'tainmei1t. 

HF··l282 creates aboard ofsign 
language interpreters and transliterators 
with.rulemaking authority tohave 
licensu·re(s)required. This would 
help t&ensurelhat delif a.rid hard of 
hearing people have access to quality 
i11terpretation s.eryices. .··. 

These· four bills are important because 
they would help to improve the lives of 
deaf and hard .of hearing Mi11.nesotans. 
~y prnvidit:g access to ed11cation1 

communication and information; these 
bil1swould help to e11sure t}lat d.@af ::tnd 
hard of hearing Minnesotans can live foll 
and· independent lives. 

The billsare also important because 

Posters created by students from Metro Deaf Schooi,Min11esota State Academy for the Deaf, and ThinkSelf Adult 
Learners Program were displayedat the capitol. 

Invest ih· pity free,·disabllifyjournali1$111-
ke your tax-deductible gift today! 
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they would help to raise awareness of 
the needs of deafand hard of hearing 
Minnesotans. Many people are hot aware 
qf the challenges that deaf and ha.rd of 
hea,ring peopleface. These biHs wo_idd 
help to·educate the public about thi=se 
challenges. 

The °bills were among issues covered 
at the Minnesota .Commission of the 
Deaf, DeafBli:tld and Hard of Hearing 
Advocacy Day attheCapito1March7. 

Editot1s riote!Wasilowski isa self 
advocat~from Iiaribault. He aqended 
the Minnes?.ta Commission. of the.Deaf, 
DeafBlind and Hard of HearingAdvocacy 
J)ay atthe Capitol March}. 

AlbrightTownhomifa ___ ............... 1.BR 

Pg5 

Corne.rstone CreekApartments,.,: -c.....-;~ .......... l& 2 BR 
(for developmentally disabfod individuals) 

Diamond Hill Townhomes~~-:.: .. , .. Minneapolis., ............ , ...... 612,73s,H341--~·--·•··.·._ ............ 2.& 3BR 
Elliot Park Apartments, ____ M,inneapolis.... . .... 612 ·338-3106... ....... 2 BR 
Franklin Lane Apartments.. .... .... ..Anoka.. ........ . ........... JB3-427-7650 .. : .......................... ······•• ...... 1 & 2 BR 
HanoverT1>wnhomes .... ,.: ............. ,.: ...... :~"· .. ···• ....... St·Paul_..,..._,~-~5H92·H497 ___ ., .. , .. lBR 
HiHtop Manor . . . . . . . . J:veleth .......... ___ .. 218.}44-5169.---······ ........ ..1 BR 
Hopkins Village Apartments....... . ..........• Hopkins ..•. ... ..... ..... . ..... 952·938-5787___ ..... 1 & 2 BR 
VillageAp1)rtments ........ , :.;,:c +, ... :, .. Hopkins 952-93~:5787.. ........ l & 2BR 
Lincoln Place Apartments.. .... ..... ..Mahtomedi ....... 651-653-0640 ... . .......... 2 BR 
OlsonTowne Homes..... ....... .. ................ Minneapolis ................... 612-377-9015 ........................... · .. · .... 1.BR 
ParkPlaza .. Apartments .···· .. , •.. : .c:.,. . ...... Minneapolis, ......... ".. . .. ,... . .. ,.612"3.77'~650,,..,._.,... .,.: 1 .. & 2 BR 
Prairie Meadows.. · .. Eden Prairie .............................. 952-941-5544 ....... ....... ....... . .... 2 & 3 BR 
Rasp .., ...... , ................................................. Hopkins ....................... , .......... , ............ 9 5 2-9 33-3 2 60 .......... :.: ..................... / ........ 1·•BR 
Sia .... •.. ..... um11n;:i, .... , ........... , ........ , ....... Minneapolis... c: ... 612;340,1264.. ....... ..IFF &1BR 
Spirit on lake ..... .. ... .. . ..... ..... ___ .. 612-724-3029 .... ..1 & 2 BR 
Talmage Green.. . .. : .... :c...... .. ..... Minneapolis:.: ...... ,., •.. , ............ 612·623,0247 ....... ~-- 2 BR 

tment.-~~--....... Mjnneapolis.~-- ...... 61U2l-2252... J.BR (sr) 
Unity ..Brooklyn Center ................ ?BJ:560·7563 .......... 2 BR 
Vadn ...... :.:. Vadnais Heights .•..................... 651-653-0640_~-~3 BR 
Visita ., . .65164H550,. . i. 2 3 BR 
Willow Apartments...... .. . ........ little Falls .................................... 320·632-0980.... ..: ..... • ... lBR 
WoodlandCourt~partments .... , ........ ParkRapids .. , ..... 888"332·9312, .................... lBR 

HOUSING FOR VETERANS .Al RISK OF HOMELE~SNESS 
\leter~n's East Ap,1tment~ ... ..... .Minnneapolis... . .812-208-1712 ......................... , ...... EFF 
Veteran's & Community Housing..... .Minnneapolis....... .. . ..... 612·333·0027. ............................. m 

may be accepting applications for our la.rge number ofrm:ibility 
impaired accessible units. Please call us for more information. 




