People

From staffer to representative

Melin wins special election to become newest Iron Range member

By Sue HEGARTY

Rep. Carly Melin (DFL-Hibbing) may
be a new face on the House floor, but she’s
no stranger to Democrats at the Capitol —
she interned for former
Rep. Tony Sertich
last year when he was
House majority leader.

Sertich resigned in
January after he was
appointed to lead the
Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation
Board.

“Things were alittle different around here
then,” she said.

Melin is a proud “Iron Ranger” from
Hibbing who planned on returning home
after earning political science and social work
degrees from Bemidji State University, where
she was president of the College Democrats.
However, a summer internship at the Public
Interest Research Group in Washington,

Rep. Carly Melin

D.C. presented itself, so off she went. That
fall, she was accepted to Hamline University
Law School, where she became chair of the
Hamline Law Democrats.

She graduated from law school in 2010,
passed the bar exam in July, and began
working as a judicial law clerk, until she was
tapped by the party to replace Sertich in
District 5B. ‘

So at the age of 25 years, 6 months and

.9 days, Melin became the third youngest

woman elected to the Minnesota House
of Representatives. Former Chief Justice
Kathleen Blatz, who also earned law and
social work degrees, was about four months
younger than Melin when she was first
elected to the House.

Getting Iron Rangers back to work is
Melin’s primary focus.

“I campaigned a lot on the bonding bill.
We have over 50 percent unemployment in
the construction trades,” she said.

She wants to put these people to work
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improving the infrastructure along the
Highway 169 beltway in her district. “The
sewer system can’t support development
now,” she said. Gov. Mark Dayton left a hole
in the bondingbill for legislators to come up
with their own projects and she recommends
the central Iron Range sewer system as a top
priority.

Once she settles into her new role as a
legislator, she hopes she’ll be able to enjoy
her hobby of downhill skiing and take her
golden retriever, Jane, for walks around
the lakes.
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