
Members of the Agriculture Committee
got an unexpected lesson in English history
March 29, courtesy of the far-reaching mind of
Rep. Roger Cooper (DFL-Bird Island).

Rep. Andy Steensma (DFL-Luverne) was pre
senting his bill on eliminating archaic hay and
straw standards. Numbered HFI066, Cooper
asked the obvious question: "Would this apply
to Norman County?" Steensma, puzzled but
polite, began explaining that his wasn't a county
bill, when Cooper interjected: "Then I suppose
this is a Nonnan conquest?"

The year 1066 marked the defeat of Anglo
Saxons by \tVilliam the Conqueror, who thus
became England's first Nonnan king. William
defeated Harold at the battle ofHastings - and
not the one in Dakota County.

During a budget presentation before the
Economic Development, Infrastructure and
Regulation Finance Committee March 31, Sec
retary of State Joan Growe mentioned a request
for $12,000 to purchase the red "I Voted"
stickers given to voters on election day. The

It'snotoften that someone "really de
void of political ambition" becomes gover
nor.

But in July 1863, without a single Min
nesota citizen casting a ballot, that's exactly
what happened.

Henry Adoniram Swift, an Ohio-born
real estate and insurance agent, stumbled
reluctantly into state politics in 1861. Re
publican party leaders nominated Swift for
Sibley County's state Senate seat, after an
other candidate refused the offer. So began
Swift's rapid ascent in Minnesota's body
politic.

He served in the state Senate until 1863,
when then-Lt. Gov. Ignatius Donnelly was
elected totheD.S. House. 51-vift unani
mously was chosen by his state Senate
peersto replace Donnelly. Soon after, Gov.
Alexander Ramsey moved to the U.S. Sen
ate. Swift, as lieutenant •• governor, was
Ramsey's legal successor, and became the
third governor of Minnesota on]uly 10,
1863.

Since 1863 was an election year, both
Swift's political peers and the local papers
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stickers are very popular among voters, Growe
said, and help increase voter turnout.

Committee Chair Rep. Jim Rice (DFL-Mpls)
agreed the stickers are very popular, and said he
caused quite a stir at the Capitol last year when
he showed up on election day wearing six or
seven of them.

If you start crossing the street on the
"Walk" signal, and the "Don't Walk" signal
starts flashing, are you supposed to stop dead in
your tracks or are you allowed to finish crossing
the street? Believe it or not, present law is
unclear on the matter. That's why Rep. Howard
Orenstein (DFL-St. Paul) has sponsored a bill
(HF1l3) clarifying that a pedestrian who en
tered the street on the "Walk" signal can law
fully be in the intersection when the "Don't
Walk" signal is flashing. Under the bill, the
pedestrian "must be given the right-of-\vay" by
all vehicles.

HFl13 was approved by the Transportation
Committee March 26 and won final approval
on the House floor April 1.

Henry Swift

urged him to seek another term in
office. Swift didn't want the job, and
under increasing pressure published
"an authoritative statement ... that
under no circumstances would he be

Minnesota drivers' licenses are too easy to
alter, causing headaches for police officers try
ing to track down forgers and for merchants
who end up accepting too many bad checks. A
bill sponsored by Rep. Wayne Simoneau (DFL
Fridley) would require the state to develop new
drivers' licenses and identification cards tha't
must be "as impervious to alteration as is rea
sonably practicable." The new, more secure
cards would be issued beginning July 1,1994.
HF569 was approved by the Transportation
and Transit Committee March 26 and was sent
to the Economic Development, Infrastructure
and Regulation Finance Committee for further
review.

The penalty for drivers who fail to have
their children under the age of four buckled up
in a car seat would be raised to $50 - double
the current level - under a bill approved
March 26 by the Transportation and Transit
Committee. However, the bill stipulates that
the fine could be waived or reduced if the driver
can prove that he or she bought a car seat within
14 days of the violation. The bill, HF477,
sponsored by Rep. Lyndon Carlson (DFL-Crys
tal), now moves to the House floor.

a candidate,
James Baker in
Minnesota.

So after just six months in office, Swift's
tenure as governor eAlJired.

He did, however, consent to a repeat
performance as a state senator - but vigor
0usly opposed all efforts to have him elected
to higher office.

When Alexander Ramsey completed his
second U.S. Senate term, Swift's persistent
colleagues urged him to seek the post. Swift
refused. His legislative friends, ina losing
effort, voted for him anyway.

In a letter to his wife, Swift wrote, "I am .
very much relieved that this senatorial con
test is over as it is, and for a few minutes ,1
was afraid I might be elected." (At the time,
the Legislature picked the U.S. senators. It
wasn't until 1913 that they were chosen by
popular vote.)

In 1869, the humble Swift was stricken
vvith typhoid fever and never recovered. He
died at just 45 years of age, and is buried
with his family in Ravenna, Ohio.
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