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Judge Swenson sp@ﬂcﬁs reti f@mgm sitting
on bench, bu?c not the one on the sidelines

o Swenson tears through court
4. calendars with a zest his col}eaguw
- compare to a 40-year-old’s. He's a
hip-shooting, plain-talking country’:
* lawyer who came to the bench after
a career as a private attorney, -
" prosecutor and leglslator He has
. worked full-time since he ofncxally
retired at the end of 1983, and has -
- handied some of the 10tk Judicial -

sttnct’s touc wst cas& sing g(e tﬁén

By Paul Gustaison
Staff Writer -

It was just another day of retirement
for Judge Glen Swenson. .

Having cleared the Sherburne - .
County District Court calendar by . -
2:15 p.mn. last Monday, Swenson - '
cailed the 10ih Judicial District .
Court adminisirator’s office in Anoka
to see if there was work for him
eisewnere. They iold him all was
guiet, but the 74-year-old judge got
into his car and drove to the Anoka
County Courthouse, anyway. .

“He's one hell of a hard-wo

judge,” said Chief Judge Peter
Popovich of the Minnesota Court of -
Appeals :

. ) 2l
When court clerk Jane Morrow “We nave a little joke mcuﬂere if -

tracked him down an hour later, ~ - 5 = - there’s a case file missing from your
Swensen had found lawyers with - - - Judge GlenSwenson - . -~ desk, you betier check with Glen,”.
motions {0 make, collected the ... ¢+~ o . . " said Anoka District Court Judge
necessary courtroom personnel and move, Tugging off his blackrobe .~ James Gibbs..
gone to work. - o - before ke hit the courtroom door, he y ) . ’ S

o ' headed for a small, vacant office to Swenson's speed, and his willingaess
A half hour later with the courtroom sign orders. S : P L&

emply again, Swenson was on the 3o RIS o Judge »qonﬁ:iugd on page 7.
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t({ circuit—nde in 1984 from Butfalo
/and Elk River to Stillwater and Pine
City, helped the understaffed 16th:
district keep its caseload current,
said Paul Westphal, court
administrator.

The district has 23 permanent v
judges, 4.4 fewer than a 1983 state -
amlyob found if needed to handle its
el g‘mtwounty caseload.

[l
i

“In 1984, Glen was a ‘free~lancer.’

He went wherever we needed him,”

said the district’s chief judge,
Spencer Sckolowski. “And, oh, oh,
did hie help our caseload!”

Last year, Swenson wiped outa
backlog of 700 Conciliation Court
cases in' Anoka County in less than
two weeks . :

“1 said, ‘Put on 20 cases an hour '
said Swenson. “I went right straight
through, and only had three
appealed... Not too bad.”

Swenson anrd First District Court
Judge Lawrence Leneriz were the
only two refired judges in the state to

Swenson’s paidon a per-diem rate
equivalent to a judge’s $65,000 a year
salary, but it’s reduced by his $400-a-
month judge’s pension. He aiso
works without vacation or benefits.

L2 ‘ ER
Popovich said the percentage of
Swenson’s decisions reversed by - -
higher courts is well below the state-
wide average. But his methods

sometimes raise the eyebrows of
younger lawyers.

In divorce cases, Swensoh has
sometimes prodded property

settlements by threatening to auction :

disputed items and divide the cash.

“In one case, the auction actually
staried, buf the parties agreed to
settle 10 minutes later when the wife
bid on her busband’s fishing boat .
bebs recalled.

“Glen appears to he shooting from
the hip. Bul you have to remember =

.. he's got 50 years in the law
prolession, and experience asa
legisiater and a county attorney,"
said Gibbs.

“There’s a whole lot of thoughts that
go through his mind before he
shoots.”

a Attorneys note that Swenson appeam ’

- district’s touchy cases; .

' ®In 1980 Swenson ordered Anoka

-don’t want. If it’s a hot potate, give it 3

-.~‘

to get more than his shaxje of the

B¥ Last month he handied the -
hearing that resulted in an injunction
closing a Fridley healih club accused
of engaging in prostitutton :

E in 1084 he ruled that Anoka
officials had illegally singled out a-
critic of the police administration {or
prosecution on gambnng chargw, el
and threw out the case L

County Commissioner Doug Ryan’s
election overturned for unfair -
campaign practices. The Mlnnesota’
Supreme Courtreversedthe * /7.
decision, but warned candidates it-77
would adopt Swenson’s dim view 6f
fuestionable campaign tactics in the®
mture L o

“I tell ’em, ‘Give me anythlng yo 5
tome,” Swenson said.

“Even jud g&e WOrry. ‘what effect wm

_this have on my elect!on? ButI'm-
work full-time last year, according to .*
the state court administrator’s office. -

retired, I don’t care ., I call themi®
as I think they should be calied, X ga
home and I sleep good " - E

’ Swenson the sonof a Bu!falo

lumberyard owner, graduated from
the University of Minnesota Law
School in 1935, then returned home
about the same time his lifelong
friend and fellow attorney Walter
Johnson did. -

“Walter ﬁled for county attox;ney" A
first. The only office left was county -’
treasurer, so I filed and won,” sald "-‘:-';
Swénson. *I was practicing law out -

" of the tfeasurer’s office on the ;,,side

— it only got busy at tax time.”

B ’ Swenson served in the South Pacmc )
during World War Il as an Army.

counterintelligence officer. While on
leave in New Zealand, where he and.
a buddy escorted Eleanor Roosevelt *
on a tour of military hospitals,
Swenson met his wife Lora, & caurt
reporter. . )

Swenson renewed his law practlce 1n
Buffalo after the war, then ran asa -
conservative and won a seat et the -
Minnesota House in 1952, He served -
there 10 years, then won a four-year

term in the Minnesota Senate, He - -
retired from the Legislature in 1988

and became Wright County Atlorney.




v

Minneapolls Star and Tribuna Mon., Aprll 1, 1985 TA
|-10th Jdudicial District Garlton *:

‘Mﬁvle L‘é‘qé

" Wisconsin |

Star and Tribune map :

Swenson had to fight to becomea -
judge, went to court against the state
to remain one, and has no intention
of hanging up his robe anytime soon.

When Wright County officials =~ © -
decided to create a new county court

Judgeship in 1872, Swenson decided .

‘he wanted the job But “the chief
‘county court judge wasn't sure he .
-wanled me; he didn’t think he could ‘
handle me,” said Swenson :_‘f'.' e -
"I called Warren Spannaus (then: -
aftorney general) and told him, ‘The
governor had no right to make an

- appointment. I’s a new posmon —it
has o go up for electlon e

.k

Spannaus agreed and Swenson was -

elected without oppositlon

He was required td hang up his robe
in 1880 under Minnesota’s
mandatory judiclal retirement law,
Instead, he filed & sult challenging -
the constltutionality ot the law

Swenson got aﬁ order keeping hlm
on the bench, and feacheda - =7 -
settlement with the state In which he
egreed to retire Déc 31 1983

But when thet dey rolied around
Swenson had an assignment ordet‘
from the Minnesota Supreme Court
permitting blm to sit as a retired

' commonsense. ..

judge when needed m the IOth
district. : R

“I retxred on a Friday, ahd wae .b'ack :
on the bench the next Monday," he
sald. @ - L

Colleagues_ say Swenson can sliqe'
quickly through a caseload because -
he aggressively seeks out-of-court
settlements and seldom grams
continuances. .

“One thing he’ll dQ as opposed to
what I would do is tell attorneys,
“Tell me your problem, and I'll {ell
you what I would do (in court),”” -
said Sokolowski. “Not too many s
judges would do that o
“I'm pushy on gemng settlements.”
Swenson acknowledged. “If I think a
case should be seftled, I tell the
attorneys, and I tell 'em what I think
it's worth, : .

“Some judges say, 'Why don’t you lat
the attorneys try the case?’ I say if
you can get one settled, you're i
saving the disputants and the .
taxpayers money. e

“1 do shoot from the hip — I admit
it,” says Swenson, “But law is

and experience is
the best teacher of all.” :




