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to look for opportunity to earn money, one of
the first things 'which presented itself "vas em­
ployment in the office at the Fair Grounds, when
the fair was known as "Dill King's Show." lIe.
began his business career in the real estate office
of T. Goldsbury, and continued there until going
int; business for himself in 1886, in the same
line of trade. In 1890 he became a special part­
ncr of thc f1rm of Corscr & Co., and remained
with that firm threc ycars. Hc thCll withdrcw and
resumcd the busincss alonc in thc New York
Lifc Building.. where he built up a good business
and has chargc of a Iltlmber of large estates, in­
cluding thc real estatc business of the Northern
l'rust Company, and some othcr prominent cor­
porations. :Mr. Badger is a Republican, although
he has never taken a very active part in party mat­
ters. His principal interest in politics relates to
municipal affairs, and he is an active promoter
of municipal rdorm. He is a member of the
Commercial Club of l\Tinneapolis, the Royal Ar­
canum, a director of the Board of Trade, and
also of thc N orthertl Trust Company. He is
an active mcmbcr of Plymouth Church, and
has becn for a numbcr of years treasurcr of the
Sunday school. He was married in 1890 to J\iIiss
Anna Dawson, of Keokuk, Iowa. They have
two children, Lester Roberts and Norman Dav.'­
son, aged four and two years, respectively.

GEORGE ROSS Sl\HTH.

The ancestors of George Ross Smith belonged
to that courageous band of mcn who, with Daniel
BOOl.1C, were the pioneers of civilization in J'.en­
tucky. The clesccndants of this branch of the
Smith family have livcd there since that timc. for
the most part cngagcd in agTictlltnral pursuits.
They havc bcen patriotic. too, when the country
nceded thcir services. :Robert Smith fought in
the Vlar of 1812; Edward and James Smith, a
gencration later,.served in the Mexican \Var, and
David Smith rcspondcd to his country's call at
the outbrcak of the Civil ,iVaI'. serving in the

. Second l\linnesota. David is the father of the
subject of this sketch. He came to :Minnesota
from Kentucky in 1854, settling on a farm in
Stearns County. where he still resides. ,His wife's

maiden name was Katharine Crowe. Their son
George was \>orn 1VI ay 2~, J 8G4, at St. Cloud.
lIe was provided by his parents with edllcational
advantages somcvvhat better than the average
farmer boy of that period received. Cp to his
fifteenth year he attended the district school in •
the winter, working during the summer months

.on the farm. He then entered Lake View
Academy, from which he graduated in 1886,
receiving the gold medal awarded by this institu­
tion for proficiency~ After his graduation he
taught for a while in this school, and later became
its principal'lwhich position he filled until 1891~

At this time, having a predilection for the law as
a profession, he entered the law department of
the State University,' fro111 which he gTaduated in
I R93. 11 e "vas e1ccted president of his class in
the senior year. Upon his admission to the hal'
Mr. Smith ,opcned an office in Minneapolis and
began active practice. rIe has gracIually advanced

I in his profession by conscientious work and com­
mands the respcct and esteem of the bar and the
ben~h. In politics he is a Republican, but has
never been very active in party work. His society
membership is confined to the Delta Chi law
fraternity. January <), 1895, he was married to
l\JIrs. F. J. Horan.


