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Th.eodor S Slen, 100 of Madison,
Mifin,, a politician who played a key
role in the merger of the Democratic’
and Farmer-Labor parties in 1944,
died of pneumonia Friday at the
Madison Lutheran Home. Services
wére held Monday at Faith Lutheran‘
Church in his hometown /
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Slen, a member of the g% House,
ﬁ%om 1935 to 1941, was endorsed by

emocratic arty for governor,
it 1940. He finished second by 6,500 .

votes to Edward Murphy in a four-
qxan pnmary fight, however e

His unanimous endorsement by state '
Democratic leaders was seen at the
tgne asa sngnal that they tavored a

‘merger because Slen, n .hi
races, was supported by both parties.
In"the Legislature he was an inde-
‘pendent who worked closely with the
rmer-Labor Party on most issues ‘

came “chairman of the state Demo-
atic advisory committee and began
‘ging a ‘merger with the ‘Farmer-

“The proper proc dure now, * h
,said in 1942, “is tell the Farmer-
Laborltes, ‘We can see no ‘way of
sticcess for our’ ‘movement, the liber-
al movement, except for you.to come

ractice after World War.I in Mad
son and served asa city and coun

len was grand marshal of Mac
entennial parade’ ln 1985, and the
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‘Madison,” said Robert Hansen, a re-
tired Madison teacher and past state
commander of the American Legion

“In his almost 70.years 'of ‘public %

service, he touched almost everyone .

.

; “And I don’t think he mlssed a Me—

in the” community. Fo
\knew him as'The J udge.

“morial Day service since World Y War:
L 'He was that type of person. .. He
was a representative at the first
meetmg of‘the American Legion in
Pans in 1918 or 1919 o '

Slen a captam in the Army, received'

a Purple Heart, a Silver Star and- a’

g;edalll from France durmg ”World‘
arl . . ; :
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Slen was born in Delavan’ Minn;,
1885. When he was 12, his fa
moved to Boyd, Minn. He htten
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