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HENRY‘HASTIN GS SIBLEY.

Hem‘y H beley was, onte of the most prom-
inent figures it be. .early life of this state. While
a delecaie in LO;}gltSS froim the then territory of

Wi 1scogasm hewas. ulsﬁumental in bringing “about *

the o_;’ga;aizéit {: hﬂ territory of 1 Minnesota.
The new #errit Vas ofﬁually proclaimed by
GOVClllQl Alekander: P’mlsey June 1, 1849, and
in Au(‘ilst. i thatoyear, Mr. \xblcy was unan-
nnously*;, tum_,d to congress as'its represeitative.
He was re-clected i 1851, and could have had a
third tLuu but- du(lmcd it. die was g member of
the cQ st{iuiumid L‘Oii\’u\iiﬂn in 8;7,' and in
October. ¢ ar was eleeted Governor, the
soerat-to fill that position, He
distmomsiled lnmsclf as:a soldier during the In-
dian wars, of the carly sixties, and’ from the end
of his gmhta{y icareer to the time of his death in
1891, was-oticxof the most influential and best
known " citizeng:of: the state. For mrore than a
score of.years:following, 1849 the history of his
life was ina; large sense the history of Minnesota,
aud among the g;loi'iouq compauy, of her pioncers
and fouu lers: there.ds . none to®whom she owes
more thau Ao lmn Mr. belevs parents were
among the eaily settlels of Michigan, His father,
polomouBSgbley, was born in Massachusetts, in
1769, and was a lawyer, "He removed to Ohio in

- 1795 ,aud to \{idngan 1797, lomtmg at Detroit.
He \vas thie- first delegate elected to the first ter-

slshature of the Nmthwest territory. In
8 ngcmbu of congr essy in 1824 was

tSar

ritory, \\’h!Lh office * he held, gt 1837, From

. «527 to 1837 The was Llnef “justice.  He held
. numerous- other: offices. of importance, and died
it Detroit in 1846, onre: of Michigan’s most prom-
; .}muxt and pubhuspmicd citizens.  His wife was”

Whippie, .only danghter of Colonel

".,_v'Lbeuez' Sproat;.a gallang gcvolutlonan officer,

She was born:iu l\liodt Island i 1782, and when
seven yeal af (u\c wentawith her,parents to Ohio.

V\hc was L wonanof vigorous and cultivated mind
and gxcat'fo:u and st engtlt, of character, She

Henry,. Hastmﬂs Sibley,,
nd;second son of these parents,

; \\ 1}0, by tbc \\a\' haced theirancestry in [‘nfrland

bad to ﬂ"’ 1mne of tha]Nonnan conquest was

j hoonts e s

born at Detroit, Michigan, Iebruary 2o, 1811.
e was educated at the public schools of that
city, and studied the classics for two years under
a private tutor. His father had intended him for

_the law, but after reading Blackstone for a year

he confessed that the law did not suit him. "After
much dchate, his parents concluded to allow him
to follow his ewn inclinations, and so, in June,
1828, in his cighteenth year, he turned his face
towards the great Northwest. His first employ-
ment was as clerk at Sault Ste. Marie, in the store
of a sutler, who supplied the wants of [our com-
panies of United States troops stationed i that

wicinity.  After a few months he became agent

for Mrs. Johnson, whose husband Hadl been an
Indian trader of large business, and who kept
the business going after her hushand’s death, In

-this employment young Sibley got an insight into
Indian affairs which he turned to good use later

inlife, Tarly in 1829 he was a clerk in tife employ
of the American IFur Company, of which John
Jacoh Astor was the head.  TTis heddquarters
were at Mflclxm(u, whither Sibley went to report
for duty. This position he held for five years,
during part of which time he was purchasing
agent for the company. It was in Mackinac that
he made his first entrance into official life. Al-
though not yet of age, he was made justice of the
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peace for Mackinac County in 1831. Three years
later he became a partner in the Ifur Company,
and was placed in control of all the country above
Lake Pepin to the headwaters of the streams
flowing into the Missouri, his headquarters being
at what was afterwards known as Mendota. He

inspected the Fur Company’s posts, supervised its
business and dictated its policy as to traffic with
the Indians. In 1836 he built two stope houses
at Mendota, one for a residence andsthe other
for a store, and these houses are still standing.
They were the first stone houses built in the state.
He was living at Mendota at the time of his mar-
riage, in 1843. Mr. Sibley continued in the Fur
trade until 1853, at which time he withdrew from
“active business and devoted himself to the man-

agement of his property interests, which by this

time had become very large. It was in 1848 that
- he was chosen delegate to the Thirteenth congress
from Wisconsin territory, and during this term
he was largely instrumental in securing the organ-
ization of Minnesota territory. The contest to
bring about the organization, which was very bit-
ter, began in the senate in December, 1848, and
ended in the house March 3, 1849. In August,
1849, Mr, Sibley was sent to congress from the
new territory, and again in 1851, and in 1853 he
declined the third nomination. In 1855 he was a
member of the territorial legislature from Dakota
County, and in 1857 he was a member of the con-
vention which drafted the constitution which is
still the supreme law of the state. It was through
the action of this convention that the territory was

~prepared for statehood and admitted to the union.

At ﬁae iirst election in the new state, held October
, j]uc?i time the new umstmmon was
fadopted, Mr. Sibley was clected Gevel‘nox,
ing Hon, Alexander Ramsey. He refused
; adidate for second term, and once more
pnirate hfe In August 1800 he was

canduhte for the presi-
ﬂae war began he prompt-

smced:  himself as  a  wnion  man,
- dimiig tshe four_ years which . followed
“all .i’n lm . power to’ %trengthen the
;Teaaeraj gﬂvernmcm in the Northwest. He was
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a candidate for office the last time in 1880, when
the democrats of what was then the third con-
gressional district tried to elect him to congress,
but failed. When the Sioux outbreak and mas-
sacre occurred in 1862, Governor Ramsey ap-
pointed Mr, Sibley to the command of the mili-
tary forces sent against the savages, and after :
vigorous campaign of three months the Sioux
were conquered and driven to their reservation,
Over two thousand were made prisoners,
and three hundred and three were condemned to
death, of which number, however, President Lin-
coln saved all but thirty-eight. In Septem-
ber, 1862, the president commissioned Colonel
Sibley as Brigadier general, with headquarters at
St. Paul, and during 1863, 1864 and 1865 he was
engaged in campaigns in defense of the frontier
against various hostile Indian tribes. In Novem-
ber, 1865, he was breveted major general, and in
August, 1866, was relieved of his command and
made a member of a mixed civil and military
commission to negotiate treaties with the hostile
Sioux. This work was performed at Fort Sully,
and the treaties were ratified by the senate. Gen-
eral Sibley again retired to private life after com-
pleting the work assigned to him as a member
of the Indian commission. In 1867 he was elected
president of the St. Paul Gas Light Company, a
post which he held until the time of his death.
Ile also served as president of two banks, the
City Bank and the Minnesota Savings Bank, aft-
erwards merged into the First National Bank.
For a number of years he was a director of the
Sioux City railway. He aided in organizing the
St. Paul chamber of commeree, and was its pres-
ident in 1871 and 1872, e was a diréétor of the
First National Bank from 1873 to 1891. Tn 1888
he was commander of the Loyal Legion of Min-
nesota, and from 188g to the time of his death
was president of the Minnesota club. He be-
longed to, Acker post, G. A. R., from 1882, Gen-
eral Sibley was a regular attendant at St. Paul’s
Episcopal church, St. Paul, but did not become
a member of it until a few months before his
death.  As already stated, he was married in 1843.
The bride was Sarah J. Stecle, danghter of Gen-
eral J. Steele, of Baltimore, Maryland. She hore
him nine children and died May =21, 1869. Four of

o
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the children are living, Augusta (Mrs. Douglas
Pope), Sarah Jane (Mrs. Elbert A, Young),
Charles Irederick, and  Alfred  Brush, all of
whom reside in St. Paul. General Sibley was a

charter member of the Minnesota Historical Socis’

ety (1849) and of the Old Settlers’ Association of

Minnesota (1858), and was greatly interested in .

the work which both are doing. In 1868 he was
named a regent of the state university, which
position he contintted to fill with honor until his
death., In 1888 the college of New Jersey, at
Princeton, conferred upon him the degree L. D.
February 18, 1891, at the ripe age of eighty years,
he died. ' '

LEVI H. McKUSICIK,

L. H. McKusick is county attorney of Pine
County, Minnesota, which office he has held
since 1878. He is of Scotch ancestry on his
father's side and English on his mother’s. His
father, Levi E. McKusick, was a farmer in mod-
erate circumstances in Maine, and during his life
time took an active part in local politics, at one
time serving as a member of the legislature of
that state. The maiden name of the mother of
the subject of this sketch was Ilannic A, Mar-
shall. Levi H. was born at Baring, Maine,
March 31, 1854. Iis carly education was re-
ceived in the common schools of his native town,
and in the achdemy at St Stephens, New Druns-
wick, which he attended three terms,  Later he
took a course in the state normal school at Cas-
tine, Maine. In order to obtain sufficient funds,
however, with which to pursue his studies, he
had commenced teaching school, for a few
months each year, when but seventeen years of
age. This plan was pursued by Mr. McKusick
for about six years. Having a desire, however,
to make law his profession in life, during his
leisure hours he toolk up its study in his hrother’s
office. As soon as he had completed his law
studies, deciding that the West would afford him
better opportunities in his chosen profession,
Mr. McKusick came to Minnesota, locating at
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Pine City in August, 1877. During that fall and
the following winter he taught school at this
place, at the same time devoting his spare time to
the further study of law. The following spring
lhe was admitted to the bar and immediately hung
out his shingle in Pine City. The fall of the
same year he was mnominated for the office of
county attorney of Pine County and clected
His re-clection to the same office every term
since that time is an indication of the estcem in
which he is held by the community in which he
fives.  Tle has also huilt up an extensive law
practice.  Mr. McKusick’s political affiliations
have always been with the Republican party, and
he has always taken an active part in local affairs.
He was clected to the state legislature in 1883,
and re-clected twice to the same office, in 1885
and 1889. Hec served on the judiciary commit- -
tee and was an earnest supporter of the bill for
the taxation of unused railroad lands in the ses-
sion of 188¢, which bill, however, did not pass
at that session. He is an attendant of the Meth-
odist church. He is married and has a family
consisting of wife and five children, Clinton L,
Fred P, Alice H, William John and Marion
Helen.



