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By Steven Dornfeld
Staff Writer

Rep. Harvey B. Sathre,
chairman of the Minneso-
ta House Education Com-
mittee, has more than
doubled his state income
by collecting daily ex-
pense payments for doing
education research,

Sathre, an Adams Con-
servative first elected in
1962, has been working at
the State Capitol almost
daily since the Legislature
adjourned last October
and has been claiming the
525-a-day legislative ex-
pense payment.

According to House re-
cords, Sathre has collected
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about $3.SJO for doing re-
search work {rom Oct. 31,
1971, to June 30, 1972, Hc
has received another
$1,733 for milcage and
other expenses, most of
which are not related to
his research.

The payments for Sathre's
research exceed his nor-
mal legislative salary —
$400 a month, or a total of
$3,200 for the cight-month
period.

State law provides that a
legislator whois "required
to attend meetings of
standing committees, com-
missions, or is engaged in
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other legislative activity"
during the interim may
collect up to $25 a day “as
a per diem expense allow-
ance."

In practice, about the only |
time the payment is given
is when a legislator at-
tends a committee meet-
ing. Occasionally a rural
comimittee chairman col-
lects it when he must
travel to the Capitol to re-
view staff work. ‘

Sathre, an acknowledged

expert in state aid (o pub-
lic education, said Friday
that he has been investi-
gating such issues as the
varying amounts of prop-
erty-tax relief given
across the state by the
1971 Omnibug Tax Law.

He produced copies of two
extensive tables he assem-
bled that attempt to ana-
lyze the impact of the
school-aid formula con-
tained in the new tax law.

Sathre said some of the in-
formation he has compiled
has not been available
from the Stale Depart-
ment of Education, which
is required by the tax law
to furnish such statistics.

However, aninformant
close to Sathre’s commit-
tee said yesterday: "He's
just making work for him-
scll. There's no question
he's working, but it isn't
necessary,"

The informant said most
of the slatistics collected
by Sathre are contained in
casily obtainable reports
from the state tax and ed-
ucation departments,

Ron Ruud, acling dipe 4,
of the House Research 1y,
partment, saig Yesterda
10 TCSPONse to a repopin;y
questions that he is not fa-
miliar with the Work being
done by Sathre. )

"We have nine full-time
professional  staff mem-!
ers and three college in-
terns  who are available
and  could do work for|
Sathré," Ruud said. ']
don’t know how much he's|
doing or whether we could |
handle all of it, though. "
Sathre, a farmer with a di.
ploma from Austin Hich
School, said: '] lose mon-
€y every time I'm here (at |
the Capitol). I'd be better
off if I were home, Bug
we've got a job to do and

.

it's got to be done."

His dairy farm, which is
about 500 acres in size, is
operated by two sons.

Asked about Sathre's ac-
tions, Rep, L. I. Lee of
Bagley, assistant leader of
‘the House DFL minority,
said: "I wondered about
him. Every time | come
down to the Capitol I sce
him here."

Lee said Sathre is "'mjsus-
ing his privileges as g
committee chairman' if ke
is collecting expense paye
ments for doing research,
"We have a paid starf to
do that," he said. |

House Speaker Aubrey
Dirlam, Redwood Falls
Conservative, said in g
telephone interview,
"Frankly, I wasn't awure
liow often he's heen there
(at the Capitol) or how
much he's been drawing in
per diems."

Dirlam said the Legisla-
tive expense law "was
broadened" to permit
members to conduct Fisi.
ness at the Capitol and be
reimbursed, but | don't
check on each committee
chairman or member. "




