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Atto rney G eneral May Close Saloons  Supre me Cou rt Makes  a Sweeping and Imp orta nt Decis ion With Refe rence to Sun day Liquor Selling. ST. CLOUD C ASE IS SETTLED One of tie most imp orta nt nn d fh-p pc-!ng decis ions  ever r ender ed by the sup reme cou rt was  handed down yester day. It emp owers  the a tto rney gene ral to close every saloon In eve ry municipality In the s tate on Sunday It ft complai nt Is  filed V Th e CRBe w ttcn was  decided was  that o f the s ta te of Minnesota against John K. (' H oMiltnn . funnel iii.iyui' of S r Cloud , who re fused to en force t he Sunday clos ing law last fall. Complai nts  had been f iled with the mayor t hat th e saloons  were ru nning wide ope n on Sunday, an d it is  alleged. That he. as  chl executive oince r 01 ma city, re fused to make complaint agains t i the saloons . ' Charges  we re then broug ht again th e mayor to recove r a penalty o f fr o $100 to . 00, unde r section 15C1 of the revised law9 of 1905. Unde r th ese laws  the mayor also fo rfeite d his  office and pe r- ' ml tted the at torney ge neral t o enfo rce the laws  and close up the saloons  on Su nday. Later Mayor Robinson res igned and became sta te senato r fr om tha t dis trict. T he 

matte r was  brough t Into the dis t rict cour t at St. Cl oud by Mayor Ro b-. Inson, wh o demu rred to th e complaint on the g round that i t was  up to t he commo n council or the county a tto rney to take action. - Judge L. L. Baxte r of St. Cl oud over ruled the dem ur rer and Robinson app ealed to the supre me cour t. The supre me cour t,- J ustice Brown w rit, ing the opinio n, decides  that the powe r J conf erre d by the cha rte r of St. Cl oud , jpon the city council upo n the subject ' o f the removal o f municipal of ficers  for misconduct in of fice does  not exclude the powe r ot the s tate thro ugh the a tto rney ) gene ral to e ffect a removal fo r a violation o f the s ta tutes . Inasmuch as  the s ta tut e refe rred to reg ulating t he sale of intoxicating ! liquo rs  may be enfo rced by the a tto rney gene ral, the sup reme cou rt decis ion al-! lows  t he att orney gene ral to close up t eaJoons  in Minneapolis , St. Pa ul or any I o ther municipality in the s tate if the (i may or in t hose cities  or ot her executive "  of ficers  refuse t o do thei r du ty In this  respect. Att orney G ene ral Young, In speaking f o f the d ecis ion, s tated tha t the mayor o f f any city, if he is  aware that liqu or in oelng sold o n Sunday o r afte r legal hou rs  during week days , mois t make co mplaint J . to t he chief of police o r bo subject 
to rem oval fro m office and a p enalty of fro m $100 to $.-)00. I f, afte r the co mplaint Is  made to ti n1 mayor, hrr efuaca to close tip the saloons  the a tto rney general him tel f Is  empowere d to do so. t The decjBion is  cons idere d a most decls -'" lve victory fo r the P rohibi tionis ts , as  it Wis  they who flrB t br ought the action, gai nst the mayo r of S t. Cloud. T he decis ions  follow; State ot Minnesota ex rel., E . T, Young, " . att orney gene ral, respo ndent, vs . Jo hn E. C. Ro binson, appellan t. 1. The at to rney general, as  th e chief ; law office r of th e s tate, possesses  and may exercise, In addition t o the au tho rity express ly conf erred u pon hlra by s tatut e, . all common law p owers  Incident to and In heren t In t he office. 2. Office rs  of municipal co rpora tions  organized u nder legis lative au tho rity are, , In respeot to all general . laws  having fo rce and ope rating wi thin t heir mu nicipality, agents  of the s tatu a nd may be changed wi th the perf orma nce of such duties  In t he enfo rcemen t of t he same as  the legis lature may fro m time to ti me Impose. 3. The ge neral s tat utes  of t he s tate regulating the sale of Int oxicating liquors  . op erate a nd have fo rce unifo rmly th rough out the s tate, any thing contai ned In mu nicipal charte rs  or o rdinances  t o the cont rary no twithsta nding. 
4. The for feitu re of of fice and pecunia ry penalty p rescribed by R. U  1905, Sees . 1561 a nd 1562, f or t he failure of the mayor o r ot her o fficer nam ed the rein t o make complain t of known viola tions  of the s tatu tes  regulati ng the sale of in toxicating liquo r may be en forced by the at torney gen eral th rough a ppro priat e proceedi ngs  brough t for that purp ose. 5. The power co nfer red by t he chart er of S t. Cloud upon t he. city council the reof u pon th p subject of the re moval of m unicipal officers  fo r misconduct I n office, do es  not exclude th e power o f the s ta te th rough the at torn ey general t o effect a removal f or a  violation of t he s tatu te above re fer red to . The pow. r and aut hori ty of each is  concurre nt. 6. Nor Is  t he autho rity o f the a tto rney general taken away or supe rseded bv the provis ions  of Sec. lot :. by which th"  county a tto rney of each coun ty is  requir ed to p rosecute violati ons  of the s ta tute . Ordmf flrm ed.  
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