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REV. STARK WINS FIG H T FOR LID St. G loud Minis te r's  Move in Laying Ma tter Befo re At tor ney G eneral May Result in an Imp eachmen t Tri t ranfSays  (Special to The T ribune. ) ST. CLOUD. Minn. , Sept. 16. Just why the lid fever s t ruck St. Cloud will always  remain one of the questio ns  to which the re will never b e male a logical answer. On the o the r hand,- a ny one acquainte d with t he city of St. Cloud will unde rstand the reason why, a fte r tho f ever to ok roo t, It should develop In to factional fights , cour t suits  and finally resul t in the threa tened I mpeachmen t of t he mayo r. That Is  enti rely logical. St. Cloud is  G or man, so G erman, in fact, that the city migh t as  well be located In t he kaiser's  own domain. Being so typically Teutonic, t he town is  conservative, well gove rned an d s low to take actio n In anythi ng. It s imply happe ned so tha t an evangelis t blunde red In to the ci ty las t winter, al though ther e was  no need of his  coming, an d one nigh t he s tir red up the fo retgn ele ment I the A mericans  and Si andlnavlans , re membe r th e city Is  G er- PRINCIPALS IN 0 Mayo r E. C. Ko blnson, nbo may be force d lo fare rioun ha rue a r esult of cro ude. man ) on t he evils  of rum. 

In a momen t of feve rish excitement a c rusade was  declared against th o saloons  and it being i mposs ible to abolish th em the next best t hiug was  trt ed lo regula to th em according to the laws  of Minnesota . lJi;.SK' CLONKS SALOONS. The mayor, J. N. Densen, wh o is  a H anoverian by birt h, but, alas , an Kpis -copalea n by religion, closed t he saloons  Sundays  during the rest o f his  ter m, and he wo uld have left the city on accoun t of t ho s tro ng pressure ma de to bea r on hi m If it ha d not be en fo r the sudde n and very t ragic death of his  bro ther, w hose demise caused the lid bus iness  to be f orgo tten d uring the re m ainder of Mayor Ueusen's  ter m in of fice. As  a matte r of fact, Mayo r Benson ha d left the city and had go ne as  far as  St. l'aul on his  way to Mexico when the news  of his  bro ther's  deat h called bim back. Mayo r De nsen. who is  one of t he best loved citizens  of St. Cloud, la G erma n enough to hat e tr ouble, and if he had been co mmande d by the Unite d States  gove rnmen t to run again fo r mayo r, he would havo skipped the cou ntry rathe r than make the race for the of fice to which he could have been elected wi thou t oppos iti on, In spite o f his  enforcing the law fo r the fi rs t tim e In the his t ory of S t. Cloud. On his  absolute refusal t o run for the 
office of mayo r, the lid fax-lion was  helpless , atid J. E. C. R obinson, an a t to rney, had t he unpop ular ho nor thrust upon his . The ilrs t official act of the new mayo r las t Ap ril was  to is sue an orde r to the chief of p olice, to t ho effec t that the saloons  of the city could keep op en Sabbat hs , except fro m 10 a. m. till 12 m. du ring services . This  being the popula r pe riod fo r dovo tlom, t here seems, to be no reason w hy any saloonkeeper In S t. Cloud sho uld hold his  place of b us iness  open during Sabba th services , as  everybody In St. Cl oud goes  to chu rch on Sun days . It was  believed by some that the lid bus iness  was  over, but such was  not t he case, and the r eason why it was  not is  peculiar. TH E LID G H OST AIUSRS. Abou t the mi ddle of the summe r the lid gh ost arose, and this  time I t was  the Rev. C. W. Stark, pastor o f the Meth odis t church, wh o wan the chief co njure r. H e claimed to have secure d evidence of t he Sunday-b reaking law against 29 aloo m-ktpe rs  of St. Cl oud, and o ne of t he most p romin ent on es , Adolph Llnd -berg, was  finally summ oned t n cour t in Sauk Cente r fo r violating the law. It will be r ememb erod that C ounty Att orney J. B. H ims l refused t o autho rize the Issuing of the war rant f or t he arr est of Llnde nberg, so Uev. Stark had to 
have the war rant is sued In Sauk Cen ter. The trial was  otie o f the g reatest travesties  ever r ecorded I n this  s tate, and resulted I n a unanimo us  acquittal by 12 "hon est and t rue" Jur ors . Rev. Sta rk changed his  tactics , and caused to have In tro duced at a council mee ting a set of resolutio ns  commanding the mayo r to en force t he s tate law. Ai d. J. F. Step hens  championed the pass ing of th e resoluti ons . They were quie tly laid on th e table at the mee ting when they were I ntr oduced, and tho ghost o f the lid lay there In s ta te fo r nearly a 6 f : V. "  v 1 0 ) I ' "  ' 1 ' . :' ') i s  H  Q H e-Will Prosecute. month. Oocaional !y A M. Stoph ens  would H ay a few words  of magic a-'id the t hing would s tir . It was  not till every mem ber of the city cou rw U with one exceptio n had nailed spikes  In the h eels  ot tiie cor pse that the lid was  officially burle d by the council, acid th en It was  tha t Rev. C. W. Stark took th e s top which will result tn the clos ing of the salouns  of St. Cloud o r the exp uls ion of th e revere nd gentle man f rom St. Cloud. ATT V.-G  EX. VOl XG  D RAFTE D. t. With t he ass is tance of O. W. Peterson, coun ty atto rney of T odd coun ty, Rev. Stark, broug ht charge against Mayor J. E. C. Ro btnson f or mal feasance In office, bef ore A tto rney -G eneral E. T. Yonug. Th o astute 
Rev. Stark had a t las t s truck tho right metho d of going af ter the lid. The a tto rney-gene ral could no t avoid doing his  du ty, and bes ide, St Cloud was  0 TH REATENED I MPEA CH MENT H EARING  J I"  v' 7'WW tnWv. , i 0 AUorney G eneral Tooag, wio M he will enfo rce the "cloning"  law It complain ts  are made. 0 0 0 not o f sufficient I mpor tance to main It an o bject fo r any s tate of ficial to shun his  duty in wi th a ma tter. T he complain t wss  filed and the at tor ney-gene ral has  now given hl wor d that the pape rs  will be served on Mayor R obinson. The re can be only one o utcome, namely, tha t Mayo r Robi nson will be im peached and fined. Just what trib unal the case will come befo re Is  not d efinitely know n, but wi th A tto rney-G eneral Y oung as  the complai nant In the suit against t he mayo r It seems tha t the B tro ng hand of the law has  already t he chief executive of S t Cloud by th th roa t. To the friends  of Robinson I t seems rathe r unjust that he sho uld be s ingled ou t for I mpeachme nt when . there a re hun dreds  if no t th ousands  of mayo rs  and villaxe pres idents  In t he s tate who. coul d be Impeache d and fine d In the same manner as  t he mayor of St. Clo ud. Mayo r Kobl nson boasts  of th e fact tha t h has  not been In a saloon In  8t. Cloud f or ma ny years . H e 
has  always  been a man of exemplary habi ts , and, curio us ly enough, he de tests  saloons , but ha believes  tha t St. Clou d wants  the wlda open policy, and he realizes  that t he city is  well behaved weeks  days  and Sundays , whether or no t the saloons  keep o pen. H e declares  that the peo ple of t b city have not b een bespoiled by Sun day drinking, an d never will be. Now t hat t he clouds  of impeach ment ba ng over hi m he awaits  his  fate philosop hically, looks  after his  bus iness  Interests  and reads  his  G reek and Latin class ics , of which he is  more fond than lid squabbles  and law suits . A I'EH M AXEXT LI D. In speaking of his  coup d'etat. Rr r. C. W. Stark smiles  serenely and says  that the pr oblem is  solved. H e has  given up arresting saloonkee pers  and In tro ducing resoluti ons  befor e the o ouncll. H o says  that he will s imply use the att orney-ge neral on the next mayor o f St. Clou d who does  no t live up to th oat h Of his  office, and that mea ns  that, willing o r unwilling, St. Cl oud wiy hav to p ut on tho lid. I t will not make any di ffer ence what t he St. Clou d people wan t, as  long as  Rev. C, W. Stark Is  In the city, an d bs  has  Just beon engage d by his  congregatio n for a nothe r year. H o will use the s ta te official on the chief executive o f  the municipality, an d If th e 
latter Is  no t good, I t will cost bim his  Job and p oss ibly some money. It is  s lated tha t Mayo r J. E. O. Robi nson vis ited the a tto rney-gene ral the la t- to r par t of las t week, b ut th e latte r gave him no h ope. H o said that I f any othe r mu nicipality In Min nesota would make s imilar complain t he, aB at tor ney-gene ral, would com mence suit against tha t of ficial. It Is  poss ible that the sui t against Mayo r Robinson will beco me of I mpor tance th rougho ut t he s tate. I t would be well t hat t he people o f Minn esota would realize that laws  are ma de to be observed, and that I f tho citizens  do n ot want saloo ns  closed on Sunda ys  the best thing t o do, In place of openly violating the s tatu tes , Is  to repeal the law which says  that saloons  shall be closed from 1 1 o'clock at night till 5 o'clock In th mo rning and all days  Sundays .  
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