
HISTORY OF RENVILLE COUNTY 1247

lived in Wisconsin and during a part of
this time served as deputy United States
marshal. Before the Civil war he came to
McLeod county, this state, was adrnitted to
practice and was elected county attorney.
In 1880 he settled on a farm in Martins·
burg township, this county.

A. U. Hamrum was born in Camp town·
ship, this county, February 29. 1884, and
here grew to manhood. fie attended the
public schools of his native to'l':n and of
Fairfax, and in 1904graduatedtro:¢ the
high school at LeSue1Ul; ~Ihlt).. For a
year he taught school ttl. District 1,Ren·
ville county. I[l June, 1908, he graduated
from the CoUege of, Law at the Universit~·

of Minnesota, was admitted to the bar, and
in September opened,ll,.ll.office in Franklin.
In 1909 he became~Bsociatedwith .A. '-.
Rieke under tll:e firm na.me of Rieke &
Hamrum, at Fairfax. In July, 1912, the
office of the firm was moved to the Metro.
politan Life building, Minneapolis.

Charles L, Kane was born in Green Isle,
),Iinn., in 1869 and after finishing school
went to Fairfax, October, 1889, and started
the publication of the "Fairfax Crescent,"
the first newspaper pUblished at that place.
He removed from Fairfax in Ma~.. 1891, to
undertake the practice of law and was ad·
mitted to the bar in 1896. He then re
turned to Fairfax to practice, remaining
there until his removal to Benson in Swift
county in 1899, which Is his present loca·
tion. He has been twice elected mayor
of Benson and is enjoying a satisfactory
and lucrative practice. He was married
in 1911 and has two children.

William W. McGowan was born at
~ew 'York City, :.\1arch 12, 1840. His par·
ents were James McGowan and Louis A.
(Anderson) McGowan. He came to Minne·
sota September 20, 1861; served in Com
pany I, First Minnesota Mounted Rangers
and Company H, Second Minnesota cav·
airy; was clerk of the district court four
terms, probate judge two terms and regis.
trar of deeds one term and was admitted to
the bar by exa.mination November 22, 1911.
He came to Beaver Falls September 20,
1870, and now resides at Morton.

Col. Samuel McPhail was born In Rus·
sellville, Ky., May 2, 1828, and died near
Taunton, Minn., March 6, 1902. He served
In the Mexican war, later coming to Min
nesota, where he founded the town of Cale
donia and with David Carrothers laid out
the town of Beaver Falls in 1866, selling
his interest in 1867 to Wllliam C. EssieI'.
He was admitted to the bar in 1867 and
was one of the attorneys in the first case
tried before the district court in the
county. Some time after selllng his inter
ests ill Beaver Falls he removed to Red
wood Falls, a few miles across the river.
He served in the early part of the Civil
was as captain of scouts in Missouri and
in the Sioux war of 1862-3 as colonel in
the First Minnesota cavalry.

George H. Megquier was born September
20, 1844. in Maine. and when eight years
old moved with his parents to Bangor. In
1855 they migrated to Eureka, Ill. .After
graduating in 1862 from the college ot
that place he enlisted in Company D, 108th
Illinois infantry; he was promoted to lieu
tenant; afterwards served on the staff of
Generals Baird and .A. J. Smith, until the
war closed. In the faU of 1865 he entered
the Cleveland Law University. gtl;l.du:ating
ill 1866 and the next. year came t9 :Minne
sota. He married Laura. TIIlotfilon in 1869,
and commenced the practice of law at Bea
ver Falls; was elected judge of probate in
1873 and the follOwing year was chosen
county attorney and superintendent of
schools: In 1878 he removed to Bird
Island.

August V. Rieke was born at Cairo,
Minn., August 15, ].865, son of George and
Sophia (Schweer) Rieke. He received his
early education in the public schools of
his locallt~· and later attended the Curtiss
Business College at Minneapolis. He lived
on the horne farm until twenty·two years
of age and then went into the grain busi·
11ess and later followed the farm imple·
ment business at Fairfax, Minn. In 1893
he elltered the law office of John A. Dal
zell, of Fairfax, and was admitted to the
bar February 14, 1898. and has since en
gaged in the practice of law. From 1899
to 1903 he was county attorney for Ren
vllle count~- and from 1903 to 1907 a mem
ber of the state senate. He is now prac
ticing law at Minneapolis.

J. F. Russell was born in Belle Plaine,
:\Iinn.. Januar~' 6, 1858. He was educated
in the common schools; taught school in
Scott, Le Sueur and Sibley counties; read
law in the office of O'Leary & Hagar at
Henderson, :i.\-Iinn.; admitted to the bar in
1881; practiced law at Belle Plaine, Minn.,
from March, 1883. until May, 1886. and was
vlllage attorney of Belle Plaine from April,
1884, to May, 1886, when he resigned. In
May, 1886, he removed to Henderson,
Minn., where. he formed a partnership
with S. & O. Kipp, the firm being known
as S. & O. Kipp & Russell. He was ap·
pointed village attorney of Henderson in
1886 and served until March, 1887, when he
left Henderson and returned to Belle
Plaine. He removed to Fairfax in 1890,
where be has since 'been engaged in the
practice of law. In 1898 he was elected
vlllage attorney. In 1884 he married Ellen
Donovan. of Le Sueur county, and has two
sons living.

William C. White was born in New York
in 1846; came to Minnesota in 1872; en
gaged in teaching three years; was ad
mitted to the bar in 1876; superintendent
of schools, Sibley county, for two years;
settled in Hector in 1879, where he prac
ticed law until his death, August 11, 1888.

D. D. Williams was born in Kane county,
Illinois, and was brought to Judson, Blue
Earth county, this state, in 1856. After


