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by the vote of the people, is now the state university,
and is entitled to the two townships of land granted for
that purpose.
The apportionment bill, based on the census of 1850,
led to a bitter personal discussion, but was passed on
Saturday, March twenty-ninth. The opponents of the
bill in the House of Representatives, seven in numb~r,
on the same day resigned their seats. They contended
that the census was incorrect; that Benton county, with
four thousand acres under cultivation, by the bill had
but, one half the representation that Pembina county
had, where there were but seventy acres under cultivation, and more than one~half of that belonging to one
individual. They also urged the fact that, excepting
soldiers, at least seven-eightlul of the population were
Indians, and that the legislature had no authority over
the unceded lands. I
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The Ojibways of Red, Cass, Leech, and Sandy Lakes
suffered much during the winter of 1850-51. About
the first of October, 18GO, the Indians collected at the
new agency at Sandy Lake, to receive their annuities.
regulate the qualifications of voters,
and are not elections held on the
un ceded lands made equally valid
and legal by the provisions of the
organic law, with those held on the
ceded country?
"An early reply to the questions
will be gratefully acknowledged by,
"Yours, very respectfully,
"H. H. SIDLEY."
""\VASHINGTON, Feb. 2R, 1851.
"Hon. H. H. Sibley, Delegate from
the Territory of Minnesota:
"DEAR SIR :-1 have examined,
though briefly, thela'" organizing
the Territory uf Minnesota, in relation to the questions you propound
in your note of yesterday. I was
surprised that any question of the
kind could arise in the mind of any
one. I had been one of the committee that framed the law in question, and I presume that no one of
that committee ever doubted that
the legislative power of the territory exten~ to the entire limits of
the territory, restricted only to
•rightful subjects of legislation, consistent with the Constitution of the
United States, and the provisions of
this act,' and subject to the approval
of Congress. Nothing of course
could be done by the legislature of
the territory in regard to the Indian
tribes, as this subject belongs exclusively to Congress, but that the
territory, in all its parts, was de,oted

to the same legislative control, is
prove(l by the provision that every
free white citizen of the age of
twenty-one ~'elll's, who shall have
been a resident of the territory at
the time ef the passage of the act,
shall be entitled to vote at the first
election. All could vote j the consequence of which is apparent-that
all, in contemplation of law, were
to be represeuted. Subsequent legislatures could regulate the qualifications of voters, but in the territory,
and in any part of it, the right of
voting would remain, and of course
the right of representation.
"This short view of the suhject
answers the points made in YOUI'
note. The organic law of the territory regarded the entire territory,in
precisely the same light-all parts
of it entitled to rp.presentation-all
male citizens of twenty-one years of
age, being free, no matter whero
situated or living, being entitled to
Yote. The legislation over the whole
territory is a complete rigbt in the
territorial legislatUl'e, subject only
to the restrictions implied in the exclusive right of Congress to regulate
tho intercourse between the Indian
tribes. Excuse the imporfections of
this note, written in the midst of a
boisterous debate.
" With great re~pect.
"I am truly yours,
.. JAMES THOMPSON,"
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