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former state se

By STEVE JOHNSON ‘Q
Minneapolis Star Staff Writer .

A former anesota leglslator was
beaten to death last night when he appar-
ently tried to help a crippled man fend-off
three robbers, according to police.

Ralph L. Mayhood, 68, was found dead
about 10 p.m. last night in a decrepit
apartment he ran at 1810 Washington Av,
S. A police report said Mayhood lived at
the apartment. He represented Minneapo-
lis as both a state senator and representa-
tive.

Two men, aged 30 and 48, and a 39-
year-old woman were arrested in connec-

xiator beaten to deat

with the slaying. The three told po-’
lice they lived at the building. '
Police were called to the apartment by
two residents who directed them to a
basement 'living area where Mayhood's
body was found in a hallway. Investiga-
tors were to begin interviewing witnesses

today to compile a more complete account
of the incident." ‘
According to a preliminary polxce re-
:port, however, the killing occurred. after
an attempted robbery of Leon J."Siss, 58,
described as being crippled, who lived in
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ement of the bmldmg

lsssaid he ‘wis being attacked
A ;’obbed by the three persons
Awho, ‘were " latgr arrested. When
‘Mayhood intervened, the former
“legislator was beaten over the
head, Siss said. Police reports de-
scnbed the weapons used as a pipe,
a half- -gallon wine bott]e and fists.

‘A’ detective today said the rob-
bers had taken a small amount of
money from Siss but Siss was not
seriously injured in the attack.

" Police Lt. William Qumn said the
building had for years been a trou-
ble spot and police had frequently
aceived calls there. for beatmgs
and robberles ER

_everal ‘years -aga,: Qumn said a
Son: was beaten:and strangled
The case. remams unsolved

i ayhood was' & controversial
ember of the state Legislature,
srimarily because he had opposed
epéal of a law which prevented
inneapolis city officials from in-
pecting nursing homes for many
ears. Mayhood formerly owned

two nursing homes, which city of-

ficials described as substandard
and unsafe. '

The law preventmg the inspec-
Lcxons became known as the “May-
hood law’* and newspaper editori-
ials bitterly opposed his reelection.

When he was defeated after 16
!years in the Senate in 1958 by Jack
{Davies, one editorial said, “May-

00d’s willingness to use his offi«
icial influence to protect h1s nursing’
homes was unforgivable.”

! He was born in Eyota, Minn,,
nd graduated from Rochester
igh School, working his way
hrough Nonhwestem University
nd the University of Minnesota.
bile attending the Minnesota
ollage of Law in 1942 he worked
s a bellhop at the Curtis Hotel.

' He was a state representative
from 1941 to 1943, when he was
elected to the Senate.




