State Representative Thomas A. Lelness was born on April 15,

1897. lie was the son of Norweigen emigranté and raised on a
Farm neaxr bellsville, Minnesota.

Rep. Letness served overseas during World War'I
and returned to assume a position of rebponSLblllty and
leadershlp in his communlty. “

Mr. Letness operated a gréin and‘catflé farm for
lmany years. 'Among'related activitiesﬁ heféontﬁihutéd to |
'thebfoimation_an& growth of farm cooperativés'and marketing
enterprises. 1In 1950, he was eleéted Sfate Presideﬂt of the
Minneséta'Flying Farmers. | |

| He dbdlcated a great amount of enefgy and acL1v1ty
to Vetérans orqanlzatlons. He served as post—commander for
boLh the Amerlcan Leglon and the VeLerans of Forelgn Wars.
Also, he "served as Vice National Commander OL the VFN and
on the National Veterans of Foreign Wa;s Counc1li -
‘2  © Rep. Letness was a hember of the House of'Réére— |
senL&tlves from 1945 Lhrougn 1953 sessions representlng Lhe
66th DlStrlCt. He served on several commlttees. .he~ones.he pac-—
L?hu]ﬂx]] enjoyed ware ALfCL&fC and Al*wayg, Highways,énéwTaxes.
Upon hlg retirement from agrlculLure, Rep. Letness moved to

Tuson, Arizona where he . llved until his dedLh aL age 75.




