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Begides his wife, who recently joined him in death, and his
son and daughter he was survived by four gzrandchildren.

It has been an unusual honor accorded me this afternoon,
to participate in a memorial service honoring Senator Sam
Dennison, for I was a guest in his home on many occasions,
having been a schoolmate of his son, Stewart.

Our community has lost a leading citizen and the state an un-
usual Senator; all things will go on, but all things will not be the

same.”

The President of the Senate then recognized the Senator from
Chippewa County, Mr. Child.

“Mr. President, Members of the Senate, and Honored Guests:

The year 1875 dates the birth of the late Senator Edward
Hagen of Milan, Minnesota.

He was born of Norwegian immigrant parents in Big Bend
township on the farm which has remained in the family for three

generations.

As a young man he graduated from the state agricultural
college, and for several years taught rural schools in Chippewa

County.

Nearly fifty years ago, he took over the parenlal farm home
and tilled the soil in Big Bend township until his health failed.

He quietly passed away in his home on November 5, 1950.

In addition to the multitude of friends and admirers, he leaves
to mourn his loss his son Norman, of Milan, and his daughter
Mrs. Earl R. Ettesvold of Morris, Minnesota. His wife, Ida
preceded him in death by exactly three months, to the day.

Senator Hagen was a devoted husband, a kind, loving father,
and an understanding and friendly neighbor. He was aflection-
ately known by everyone as Eddy. '

During the depth of the depression, when the farmers in
western Minnesota were losing their homesteads and were
burning corn instead of fuel in their furnaces, Edward Hagen
recognized the need for sound reform in government and fiscal
policies. Because his neighbors looked to him for leaderslhip, he
was literally catapulted into public life. In 1932 he was elected
to the House of Representatives, where he served with honor
and distinction for ten years. During his second term he was
chairman of the imnortant Committee on Taxes.
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It is, indeed, a great privilege and honor that has been be-
stowed upon me by custom and election to prepare and deliver
this eulogy of our former Senator and friend, David W. Illsley,
of Rice County. I feel that I am not fully qualified to do justice
in the preparation and presentation of this memorial to his
character, his extra-ordinary fine type of citizenship, his excel-
lent record of personal, public and private service to his friends,
his community, state and nation. I shall endeavor, to the very
best of my ability to do justice to the memory of this good man;
briefly, if I may, as Dave would want it; for as we knew him
well, Dave, although a great wit and conversationalist, was, after

all, not a man of words, but, of action.

While in the Senate, largely through his cheerfully rugged
disposition, as well as his natural ability, he had won the great
respect and esteem of the entire membership of that Honorable
Body. And, as we scan his long and useful public record, both
in and outside of the Senate, we are bound to come to the con-
clusion that while in the Senate he fully measured up to the
standards, principles and traditions so well grounded and firmly
established by his famous predecessors, former Senators of Rice
County, since the first session of the state legislature, the
immortal—Michael Cook, John M. Berry, Levi Nutting, Gordon
E. Cole, O. F. Perkins, George W. Batchelder, Thomas Scott
Buckham, George W. Wood, A. W. Stockton and Cassius M. Buck,
real ‘GIANTS IN THE EARTH/

Much asg I could say, touching upon the fine character, the
rugged individualism, could not fully measure up to the scholarly
and' splendid tribute paid to the Senator and Mrs. Ilisley by
Lucius A. Smith, a former county attorney of Rice County and
an intimate friend of the Senator and family, published in the
Faribault Daily News under the date of October 15, 1945, with
reference to the occasion of the celebration of the Golden Wed-
ding Anniversary. It was a fitting and well deserved tribute,
indeed, which I take the liberty to include in these our solemn

memorial services, as follows:

October 15, 1945.

Editor,
Faribault Daily News,
Faribault, Minnesota.

Dear Sir:

The hand of time falls gently upon the young of heart. Mr.
and Mrs. Illsley are certainly two of time’s favorites. Back in
1935, they celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary. They
were young in action and appearance then, and they have not

changed since.



